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UNC’s All-American player Lennie 
Rosenbluth is shown with his coach 
Frank McGuire, after breaking the 

ACC record by scoring 45 points in 
the tournament game against Clem-
son, March 7, 1957 in Raleigh, NC.

 (Photo: ASSOCIATED PRESS)

Hall of Famer: Lennie Rosenbluth, SMA ‘53
By Roger Watson of the Staunton News Leader, originally printed in  March 12, 2016

Perfect seasons in college basketball are rare. Kentucky came close last season, but lost to Wisconsin in the Fi-
nal Four. Bobby Knight’s Indiana Hoosiers went undefeated and won the National Championship in 1976. In the al-
most 63-year history of the Atlantic Coast Conference, there has only been one team that went undefeated — the 1957 
North Carolina Tar Heels. Staunton and, more specifi cally, Staunton Military Academy had a part in making it happen.
 Lennie Rosenbluth, the all-time career scoring leader for the Tar Heels and the lead-
er of the undefeated 1957 National Championship team, went to Staunton Military Academy for the 1952-
53 school year. Not entirely by choice, but because he needed some additional classes to get into North Carolina.
 “I found out that summer that I needed basically two classes in math and one in language to be eligible to get into the University of 
North Carolina,” Rosenbluth said during a phone interview last week.

The high school basketball standout committed to Coach Frank McGuire at St. John’s after N.C. State turned him down. After taking 
St. John’s to the Final Four in 1952, McGuire was hired at North Carolina. Rosenbluth, also a New 
York native, told McGuire he wanted to go to UNC and play for him, but before it could happen, 
Rosenbluth had to spend the year in Staunton getting the classes he needed.

“He (McGuire) and other people tried to get me in some prep school and it happened to be 
Staunton Military Academy,” Rosenbluth said. So, here was a New York City kid getting off  the train 
in Staunton and going from a normal high school to a military school. Rosenbluth admitted there was 
a bit of a culture shock that occurred. “It was a change going from a regular high school to a military 
school but I was OK with it,” Rosenbluth said. “It wasn’t bad, in fact, I enjoyed it. It’s crazy, but it 
wasn’t a terrible jump going from New York City to a military school. I was very fl exible.”

Staunton Military Academy already had a core of good basketball players, but Rosenbluth made them 
better. The team lost its fi rst game of the season 71-69 to the freshman team at the University of Virginia, 
but that was the only loss of the season as the team fi nished 17-1. 
 The 83-year-old Rosenbluth named his teammates on 
the team like it was yesterday including Lou Michaels, who went 
on to play in the NFL. “We had a good ball club,” he said. “When 
I came in, I was a scorer; so that sort of cemented the team.”
 Rosenbluth described Staunton as being very 
small. He said the students didn’t get into town very of-
ten, wandering off  campus from time to time to get some-
thing to eat. He said he remembered walking down to the 
train station to meet his parents and walking them up the 
hill to the hotel but said his time off  the SMA campus was 
very limited. “It brings back a lot of memories,” Rosenblu-

th said while reminiscing about his time at the Staunton Military Academy. “It was a lot of fun.” 
 Once he got to Carolina, Rosenbluth proved himself to be one of the best players in the country. In a 
program that features names like Michael Jordan, Walter Davis, Bobby Jones, and Billy Cunningham, 
it is Lennie Rosenbluth that still leads the Tar Heels in career scoring average at 26.9 points per game. 
 Rosenbluth said we may never see another perfect season in college basketball. “It 
would be hard, because the three-point line has changed everything,” he said. “I don’t know if 
it can be done because you play so many games now too. The competition is very strong.”
 It wasn’t easy for the 1957 Tar Heels either. The team had two triple overtime games in the Final 
Four including the fi nal game against Wilt Chamberlain and the Kansas Jayhawks. “We had a lot of 
ball games, where if a team made a foul shot, we were beaten,” Rosenbluth said. “You’ve got to be 
lucky.”

Editor’s note. For more information about Lennie Rosenbluth, look at his SMA Hall of Fame biography 
page on our SMA website. (www.sma-alumni.org)
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The Board of Directors recently held its Oc-
tober meeting in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  One 
of our goals is to create regional meetings in an 
attempt to generate enthusiasm for those who 
cannot make the annual reunion in Staunton 
every year.  Sadly, as the Taps section in our 
Kablegram reveals, our membership numbers 
continue to decline.  The youngest alumni now 
are about 58 years of age.  Consequently, the 
meeting in Florida was a start to create interest 
in these regional meetings.  We had a few Old 
Boys attend in addition to board members, so 
while we would have liked to have seen more 
folks in attendance,  I  think that it is a begin-

ning and will grow if nurtured properly.
At the Board meeting, a budget was presented and discussed.  Since 

we had strong diff erences of opinion, I tabled the matter until our No-
vember meeting, where the budget was passed.  In the interest of an 
open disclosure, we want the alumni to understand the direction we are 
headed.  The operating budget has a defi cit.  The problem is on the rev-
enue side.  Our major revenue sources are donations and memberships.  
For those that donated $1,000 for a lifetime membership, $100 is used in 
the current year and $900 is separated to be used at the rate of $100 per 
year.  The total membership revenue for our fi scal year 2016/2017 is not 
projected to be suffi  cient to cover our current operating expenses.  As a 
result, we will use some of the funds from  the Heritage Fund to cover the 
gap.  Certainly, if you have not contributed, we would greatly appreciate 
gifts of any amount. We continue to explore ways to reduce our operating 
expense.  This creates a dilemma for the Board.  As we look to reduce 
expenses, our options quickly end up with us facing a reduction in the 
operation of our alumni offi  ce and museum.  Our goal is to fi nd a balance 
where we maintain the offi  ce and museum, as we have over the years and 
work within a balanced budget. 

At the November meeting, the Board decided that we should keep 
the museum operating for as long as we can.  At some point in the fu-
ture, the alumni will be too old to come to the Museum.  Their children 
or grandchildren might still wish to come, but the numbers will be less.  
The Board is thus deciding to continue to be of service to the Alumni as 
long as possible.

One step to help the budget was decided at the November meeting.  
Currently, following each Reunion, we have been mailing a printed copy 
of the Kablegram-Leader to everyone in the alumni database.  We will 
no longer be doing this.  We will instead continue to notify by email 
everyone with an email address on fi le that a new issue of the Kable-
gram-Leader is posted on our web site  (www.sma-alumni.org). For those 
of you that don’t have an email or use a computer, we still want you to 
receive your printed Kablegram-Leader, if you ask for one. Also in this 
issue is an article prepared by our editor, Burdette Holmes, on how you 
can continue to receive your copy of the Kablegram.  Please see page 4 
for full details on this matter.  

I want to close by wishing you all a wonderful Holiday and a happy 
and fruitful New Year. 

Tom Davis, SMA ‘62
President, SMA Alumni Foundation 

Reflections from the Hill
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ALLOW ME. . .
By Arlene Nicely, SMA Offi  ce Manager

Nestor Miller, SMA ’66, has done some interesting things in his life, but his 
current position is really unique.  Nestor is a butler at the St. Regis Hotel in New 
York City.  His job is to be of service… he handles any and all requests.  This service 
includes welcoming the guest to the hotel, unpacking their bags, providing cof-
fee and tea, and wakeup calls.  The St. Regis butlers are the hotel’s ambassadors.  
 Nestor says a good butler is service oriented, warm, friend-
ly, but not familiar, prompt, courteous, well-groomed, reli-
able, low-key, and honorable.  (Sounds a lot like an SMA cadet!)
 Nestor came to Staunton Military Academy in 1961 and graduated in 1966.  He 
passed this story to Arlene Nicely while registering for the reunion in April 2016.
 He has worked as a Butler at the St. Regis for about 15 years and says the cost 
for overnight accommodations range from $750 for a room to $30,000 for the 
Presidential Suite.  One day he was called and told someone had lost their key and 
could not get into their room...when Nestor went to let them in, he said he saw a 
gentleman sitting in the fl oor by his room with his hat down over his face.  When the 
gentleman looked up, Nestor was surprised to see that it was a famous Hollywood 
actor.  Over the years, he has worked with many celebrities from stage and screen.
 Recently, Nestor was one of six nominees for the New York Hotel Association 
“Big Apple” Stars award for excellence and achievement in hotel services.  This 
is quite an honor in a city with a thousand hotels.  An example of why he was 

nominated is how he answers an impossible request.  For example, if a guest were to request a suit pressing and wanted it in ten 
minutes, Nestor will never say “no”, even when he knows a pressing takes at least an hour.  Instead, Nestor will say “allow me 
to do my best to honor your request”. 

The St. Regis is a place where heads of nations stay while in New York City (only ones who could aff ord it!), and he has served 
many of them.  When the hotel produced their brochure, they placed Nestor’s picture in it with the hotel’s motto “Allow me”.  
 After leaving SMA in 1966, Nestor joined the Marine Corps, serving in Vietnam for ’67 to ’69 and on 
board the USS Enterprise as part of the Marine detachment from ’69 to ’72.  He spent many years in ho-
tel hospitality and went back to school at the age of 51, graduating from NYU’s Hospitality Program in 2003.
 Over the years, Nestor has had the pleasure to meet several heads of state from South and Central Ameri-
ca and Europe and royalties from the Middle East, as well as celebrities, singers, and musicians from diff erent eras.
 Nestor is originally from Argentina and has a delightful accent. When he says his name, it sounds like “Nextdoor”; so he some-
times uses that to his advantage, when he introduces himself to some of his patrons.  Nestor would say “Hello, I am Nextdoor.”, 
and the patron would say “you are next door”?  And he would say “No, I am right here”. We had a delightful visit at the reunion!

Editor’s note.  Nestor will return for our 2017 reunion; we look forward to seeing him there.

Nestor Miller, class of ’66, is still looking
good in the uniform of the day at the 

St. Regis Hotel in New York City.

BRIEFLY...
Deadline for the February Kablegram-Leader.

      We plan to publish the pre-reunion issue of the Kable-
gram-Leader in February of 2017.   The deadline for contri-
butions is January 15th.  Please send pictures!  

SMA Alumni Foundation  by-laws approved.

     The newly drafted by-laws of the Staunton Military Acad-
emy Alumni Foundation were discussed and approved at the 
monthly meeting of the SMA Alumni Foundation Board of 
Directors in November.  To view the new bylaws, visit the 
SMA Alumni Foundation website, and look under the tab ti-
tled “Board”.
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The Kablegram-Leader is Fully On-line
By Burdette Holmes, SMA ‘62

For many years, the SMA Alumni Association (now the SMA Alumni Foundation) printed and mailed four quarterly 
issues of the Kablegram-Leader to all of our 2,700 + alumni. Several years ago, as printing and mailing costs rose, we chose 
to print and mail only the reunion issue in June.  The other three issues (September, December, and February) were only 
printed and mailed to alumni that specifi cally requested a printed copy.  There are about 150 people on that “request” list.
Starting  immediately, all four quarterly issues will be on line for your convenience and review.  You can print them out your-
selves, if you so desire.  

We will continue to mail a printed copy to those of you who have requested one, but there is one more thing.  We are 
asking those 150 alumni who have requested a printed copy mailed to their home to cover that cost by donating $30 a year 
to the SMA Alumni Foundation.  

You can either send a check or the credit card form shown below to:  the SMA Alumni Foundation, P. O. Box 958, 
 Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958.
   Thank you for your help with this important item.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PAYMENT

• Check (“payable to SMA Alumni Foundation”) 
   –or -
• Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)  Master Card  Visa

Card Number: ______________________________                             Expiration Date: __________________

Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) __________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) ________________________________________

Contact Phone Number: ____________________________________________

Email Address: _____________________________@_____________________

Signature: ________________________________________________________

E - M A I L  A D D R E S S E S
Mark Orr, SMA ’73, Webmaster

It is currently estimated that over 92% of the population in the U.S. has an email address.  It should come as no surprise that 
social networking has reached near ubiquity among Internet users here in the United States.  According to recent comScore data, 
98% of the U.S. online population uses social media, such as Facebook and Twitter. 

With these statistics, it becomes obvious that more and more people are spending time online.  The SMA Alumni Foundation 
established its offi  cial web presence on the Internet in 2001.  In 2011, in order to control rising costs and a stagnant dues paying 
membership, the SMA AF began delivering the Kablegram-Leader Newsletter via email notifi cation and posting a PDF version 
on the web site.  The cost savings have been dramatic!

The key to making this work, however, is having valid email addresses for our alumni corps.  Whether you are a dues-paying 
alumnus or not, we would still like to send you an email notifi cation, when a new Kablegram-Leader issue is posted on the web 
site.  Currently, every time we send an email notice, we get a percentage of “bounces” (Internet Service Provider (ISP) rejections 
of emails due to bad email addresses).  Help us minimize these bounces – make sure that we have a good email address for you.

What can you do? Email your contact information to: Registrar@s ma-alumni.org 
A word about email addresses. Many choose to use their work email address, which is perfectly fi ne . . . until the person 

changes jobs or retires.  So, you may want to think about the email address you want us to use.  We promise not to share or sell 
your email address and we will not spam you either.  

We also have a group page on Facebook that is pretty lively with over 200 active members.  Lots of pictures and funny 
stories are shared in this group. Check it out at: 
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/97462675774/
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Greeting SMA alumni:                                           October 22, 2016
I wanted to let everyone know of a marvelous and extraordinary afternoon visit I had yesterday with a most won-

derful gentleman and his lovely wife... I’m speaking of Col. Robert Wease and his delightful bride of 56 years, Mrs. 
Mary Alice Wease.

While in Waynesboro, home of Fishburne Military School, visiting with my dearest friend, mentor and former 
Coach, Bob Miller, I had the pleasure of revisiting the SMA/ Mary Baldwin campus... talk about a trip down memory 
lane...and found the old gal to be in wonderful shape. Gone are South Barracks, and a few others, but Cable Hall, 
Memorial Hall, the Junior School (Tullidge Hall??), and the old Mess Hall still stand proudly.

But most importantly, so does Col. Wease. Long retired after 50+ years of secondary school teaching, this humble 
and most eloquent man received us in his home with open arms and a warm embrace, remembering me as though it 
were yesterday.

I was fortunate (though many may question my sanity) to have had classes not only in the dreaded “Weaser Gov-
ernment”, but English and Economics as well...I consider myself blessed.

Col. Wease touched my life...although making many evenings and late nights dreadful in preparation for some 
of the most outrageously diffi  cult Objective tests on planet earth. You see, although multiple choice, the fi ve answers 
off ered were not just one right answer and four wrong ones...oh no!!... those diabolical jewels, Col. Wease referred to 
as exams, have answers with “degrees” of right and wrong.

Another marvel was the fact he curved his grades for each class. When I ask why (for years I assumed it was so 
we all would not fail) he humbly replied it was to take into consideration if he had a bad term instructing his class...
laughs!!

Col. Wease walks seven, yes seven!!!, miles daily. He and Mary Alice look absolutely beautiful, with youthful 
spirit and stand proudly tall, two steps left of center. We discussed the upcoming elections (I know everyone is dying 
to know the old boy’s opinions), and the terms and issues, no pun intended, of the Congress and Supreme Court. He is 
also disappointed with my home state of NC...old Jesse is gone but who is the governor...yes, it was joyous dialogue!!

To my friends and former cadets of Staunton, I bid you goodbye, thankful to have been blessed to be part of such 
great tradition.

Sincerely, 
Mark Uptegraff , SMA ‘79

Members of the board,       August 25, 2016

A gentleman called today and talked to Brocky about an SMA offi  cer’s sword from the early 1900’s.  Brocky has 
never seen one like it, and it is over 100 years old…Brocky’s mouth is watering as we speak.  It is defi nitely an SMA 
Sword...the problem is the gentleman would like to sell it for a lot of money (very much worth it), and we would like 
to have it for display, but we do not have funds to purchase archives. Can you think of anyone who would be willing 
to purchase the sword and donate it to the museum?

The gentleman said that (normally) he would donate it, but he has had open heart surgery and needs the money to 
help with his medical bills.  Even so, he would like to see it in a museum where it originated.  

The sword is really beautiful!!  The company who made the sword went out of business in the 1920’s.
 
Please let me know if you have any suggestions.  
 
Thanks!!  Arlene Nicely

Editor’s note: We got it!  Look at the photos in the SMA Gallery.
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Due to its position high on the tallest spot of land in the 
City of Staunton, cadets often referred to SMA as “The Hill”. 
To go from the center of town to the Academy was a massive 
uphill climb. No one ever said at the end of Friday night or 
Saturday leave that they were going back to the Academy; they 
only said they were heading back to “The Hill”. 

At the completion of Graduation weekend each year at 
SMA, the Corps of Cadets left “The Hill”. Some, those cadets 
that would be returning in September, knew that the next 90 
or so days was a reprieve from the rigors of cadet life and a 
chance to live as normal teenagers before they returned. Others, 
consisting of graduating seniors, post graduates, and those 
cadets that would not be returning the following year, left with 
no knowledge of when, or even if, they would ever step foot 
on “The Hill” again. Their day-to-day lives would now be 
uncharted with the regimented life experienced by every cadet 
no longer controlling their every move.

In June of 1970, I joined the mindset of that second group, 
as I drove the family station wagon off  “The Hill” through 
Wieland Gate and onto Kable Street. My truck was packed with 
the uniforms I had worn for four years, but would never wear 
again except as a Halloween costume. My diploma from the 
Academy, in its neat blue formal case, sat in an open box at the 
top of the pile of knick-knacks from my desk and the pictures 
off  the walls of my room. These items represented the personal 
part of my life from those years I had spent dressed in cadet 
grey. My eyes focused forward toward a summer job and then 
college in the fall. There was not a thought in my mind about 
returning to “The Hill”.

However, I found myself back there the following fall at the 
time when senior cadets reported in. I can’t tell you why I was 
there, the exact memory has long since faded. Perhaps, since I 
considered Staunton my home, I felt a need to return to surround 
myself with those things I found familiar and comforting before 
I started the unknown life that was in front of me.

In addition, perhaps to prove myself free of the cadet grey, 
I wanted to show a wild side of me to the cadet friends I had 
left behind. I had never had a drink of an ‘adult beverage’ while 
I was at the Academy and had worked diligently to toe the 
regulation line. By the time I left from that visit, that image of 
me had forever changed in their minds.

I rented a room at the Holiday Inn and fi lled the bathtub 
with ice and beers. I invited my cadet friends down to the room 
and we partied into the wee hours of the night.

However, that is where my memories of that visit to 
Staunton end. Years later, I had a conversation with another 
alumnus about that weekend. He told me that the next day I was 
hung over, hung over bad. He drove me back to my parent’s 
house in Richmond in my MGB with me laid out in the small 
space behind the seats. I have no memory of that. Anyone who 
was at the motel room that night is welcome to add knowledge 
as to what went on.

I returned to “The Hill” the following May, during 
graduation weekend. Once again, the need to show rebellion 

and wildness ruled the visit. I had dropped out of college in 
January and was working as a lineman for the telephone 
company. I had not had a haircut since I had dropped out and 
wore it wild and free. I had grown what I called sideburns, but 
others may have just called them long peach fuzz. Several of 
my fellow graduates from the Academy were there with me, 
but I shall name no names. The group of us (or maybe me) 
decided that we (I) should place a cherry bomb on a cigarette 
fuse in front of Major Kiester’s door in West Barracks. The rest 
of that night is lost to more rounds of beers and Boone’s Farm 
Strawberry wine.

The next day, Col. Cleveland confronted me when I 
came onto the Hill. He told me that he had never seen anyone 
degenerate so much so quickly. He ordered me to leave. I did 
not argue with him. I guess I still felt a sense of duty to obey 
orders from the military staff . My biggest regret of that whole 
weekend is that I never got to march in the Alumni parade. 
Before the next chance to march in the Alumni Parade came up 
during the 1972 graduation exercises, I found myself drafted 
and in Basic Training at Fort Jackson, SC.

I visited “The Hill” again after I got out of the Army in 
mid-May 1974. I talked for a while with Layne Leoffl  er, the 
new owner, about the school and then visited with some cadet 
in South Barracks. Who it was exactly escapes my mind. I did 
not return for graduation weekend and a chance to march in the 
Alumni parade. Once again, I cannot tell you why. Most likely, 
my mind was more on getting back into civilian life with my 
friends back in Richmond. In addition, though the memory of 
attending the Academy was still dear to me, the cadets there 
were now unknown to me. The seniors that year had been 
freshman my senior year so they were not part of the crowd I 
hung around. All remnants of my slice of time in cadet grey at 
the Academy had moved on, while I had been wearing the OD 
green of the US Army.

My mind stayed away from the school for the next couple 
of years, as I moved through life. I no longer felt a rush to return. 
The school would always be there for a visit or a reunion.

Then, in June of 1976, an article appeared in the Richmond 
newspaper that SMA had closed and would not be reopening. 
In August, the newspaper carried a second article about how the 
school grounds had been sold and the furnishings and fi xtures 
would be soon auctioned off . I remember feeling as though I 
needed to pay respects to a friend that had passed away. My 
home was now going to be in someone else’s hands and it might 
be my last opportunity to walk the grounds and feel at home 
again. I rode my motorcycle up to Staunton the next Saturday. 

I passed through Wieland Gate from Kable Street onto an 
almost empty asphalt. No gate guard stood at port arms to direct 
me or answer any questions. No cadets scurried across that 
wide-open space going from class to class or forming for drill. 
A single car sat parked in front of the Superintendent’s House. 
When I killed the engine, only the wind in the trees answered 
my stare.
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Returning to “The Hill”CONT.

Walking into the Administration Building, I found Layne 
Leoffl  er behind a desk stacked with papers. We talked of the 
Academy, its demise, my father (they had been roommates in 
their junior year at SMA), and of the movie (Class Reunion 
Massacre) that had been fi lmed there in July.

I left his offi  ce with permission to wander the grounds. I 
started my journey with a walk past North Barracks. Boards 
covered the entrances to the upstairs and padlocked chains 
secured the classroom area and the gym. Kable and Memorial 
Halls greeted me with the same padlocks and chains on all the 
doors. I headed toward my home of four years, South Barracks, 
to see if I could enter that great structure. The gates through the 
Sally Port into the Quadrangle stood open.

I wandered up and down the stairs to each of the rooms 
I had lived in. The doors were unlocked and the furniture sat 
empty and unused with most pieces sitting neatly in their normal 
orderly fashion. Descending from the galleries, I walked into 
the classrooms where I had spent many a day. They were eerily 
silent. The blackboards, clean save for some white dust left 
from the last erasure, had chalk and erasers in the bottom trays. 
The rooms needed only cadets and an instructor to regain the 
appearance of how I remembered them.

Lastly, I wandered toward the Guard House where I had 
lived my fi nal months at the school. I walked in and stared up 
at the beam that the cadets who had lived there had written their 
names. My own name, written in my scratchy uneven printing, 
blended with those that had lived there before and after me.

Climbing the interior staircase, my mind went back to 
last time I had climbed those stairs. That trek happened on 
Graduation Sunday 1970. I climbed them then to check the 

room for any last articles I might have forgotten in my haste 
to pack and leave. Now, the room was empty save for a single 
bed and mattress. The walls were still the same pale green that 
they had been when I had last left the room. Looking through 
the heavily screened windows, the absence of all life in the 
barracks reminded me that this was not 1970; it was the end of 
an era. As I stared out at the empty galleries, I wondered if my 
father had ever looked out that same window when he was a 
cadet on guard duty in the late 1930s. I never did ask him.

Leaving the building, I ran into a maintenance worker. I 
had him take a couple of pictures of me. One was a picture of 
me standing behind the bars of the Sally Port gate while I held 
onto them like a prisoner looking out toward freedom. I placed 
the picture at the end of my SMA scrapbook. I can still feel the 
cold steel of the bars on my hands every time I look at it.

I returned once more to “The Hill”, while all the buildings 
remained and the grounds still looked like the school I 
remembered. The visit was for the auction of the furnishings 
and fi xtures. I bought a couple of the chairs that had been used 
in the Memorial Hall gymnasium for assemblies, a catalog 
from the later years, and an old desk from the study hall. The 
chairs are long gone being abandoned during some move years 
ago. The catalog is in my library as the fi rst of the collection of 
SMA memorabilia I have amassed throughout the years. I have 
refi nished the desk several times. It now sits in my home offi  ce 
as a side desk for my research. I often wonder if I ever studied 
at that particular desk during my years a SMA. But regardless 
of whether I had sat behind that desk during my years on “The 
Hill”, it’s nice to have a piece of it next to me everyday.

ANOTHER SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION SERGEANT MAJOR IS MINTED!
H. ROLLER SHIPPLETT JR., SMA ’67, PROVIDES FUNDING 

FOR FINAL PRESPERVATION PROJECTS!
 By Peter Birckhead SMA ’73

December 2016

I am pleased to announce that with a signifi cant donation to the SMA Alumni Foundation, H. Roller Shipplett Jr., SMA ’67, a 
resident of Staunton, is now a Sergeant Major in our alumni foundation. His generosity has enabled us to fund the development 
of a new SMA Alumni website and provide imaging services for all 21,000+ cadet transcripts. These two projects complete the 
list of preservation initiatives your Board of Directors developed some three and a half years ago. 

 H. Roller Shipplett’s donation is in honor and loving memory of his father, Henry R. Shipplett, SMA ’42.  Henry was on the 
undefeated SMA Boxing Team for four years, being coached by the famous Joe Taylor. While on the boxing team, Henry was 
named Captain and also was named the All Time SMA Welterweight Champion. 

 Charitable giving is a family aff air for the Shipplett’s, as H. Roller’s wife, Jerrylynn, is a member of the Daughters of Amer-
ican Revolution, Beverly Manor Chapter of Staunton, VA who with VWIL Cadets teach First Graders throughout the City of 
Staunton the meaning of the American Flag.

Please join me in thanking H. Roller for his gift!  If you or anyone you know is interested in learning how you can make a 
diff erence in our association initiatives please contact me directly.
Thank you.
 Peter Birckhead   (peterbirckhead@gmail.com)  (713) 819-1980
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TILFORD C. JONES, SMA ’76, NAMES SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION 
AS A BENEFICARY OF HIS LIFE INSURANCE POLICY

By Peter Birckhead SMA ’73

December 2016

 I am pleased to announce that with a signifi cant benefi ciary designation from his life insurance policy, Tilford Jones, SMA 
’76 is now a Captain in our alumni foundation.  As many of you know, naming the SMA Alumni Foundation as a benefi ciary in 
your life policy is a great way to leave something behind to help ensure that the memories, traditions, and alumni eff orts of our 
former beloved academy are carried out in perpetuity. 
 Tilford began his tenure at SMA by attending the Junior School in 1970-1971. He then returned to SMA from 1973-1975 for 
his freshman, sophomore and junior years and ended up graduating from The Blue Ridge School down the road from Staunton 
in Charlottesville, VA.
 Tilford went on to college at Salisbury University in Maryland and graduated in 1980 with a BS in English and Communications.  
While at Salisbury University Tilford played football and tennis. Tilford played competitive tennis at Staunton and fondly 
remembers beating Bob Parrino, SMA ‘75 for 21 matches in a row!  I am sure Bob will be in touch with Tilford soon after 
reading this!
 Tilford’s connection with SMA goes way back to the time just prior to the start of WWII when General Alexander “Sandy” 
Patch was an instructor of military science at SMA. General Patch left SMA to be the US 7th Army Commander in WWII and 
served under Tilford’s uncle, Jacob L. Devers, who was a General in the US Army and Commanded the 6th Army Group in 
WWII. 
 Upon graduating from Salisbury University Tilford founded (and still leads today) Sport Systems LLC, a $10 million 
contractor and manufacture of all types of sporting surfaces and playground equipment. Based in Ijamsville, Maryland, Sport 
Systems employs 40 people and does work throughout the United States.  Tilford resides in Bethesda, Maryland and is the proud 
father of 4 daughters ages 18 to 28.
 Please join me in thanking Tilford for his generous donation to SMA!  If you or anyone you know is interested in learning 
how to leave a portion of your life insurance policy to SMA or supporting one of our many initiatives, please contact me directly.

Peter Birckhead (peterbirckhead@gmail.com)  (713) 819-1980

 WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
GEORGE R. SHIARELLA SCHOLARSHIP 

By Peter Birckhead SMA ’73

December 2016

I am pleased to announce that with a signifi cant donation to the SMA Scholarship Program. 
George R. Shiarella, SMA ’48, has established the George R. Shiarella Scholarship.  Starting in 2018, 
this named scholarship will be awarded each year to a scholarship applicant who not only meets the 
criteria of the SMA Scholarship Program (see SMA Scholarship website at www.smaschol arship.org 
for details), but is also preferably from an economically depressed region of the United States and 
has parents who served in the military. Special consideration would also be given to any applicant 
who has been orphaned or has one parent supporting the family. Further to this, it is George’s intent 
to bolster this scholarship with subsequent gifting and include it in his estate planning.

George’s scholarship criteria refl ects his deepest concerns and his desire to help applicants and 
their families who come from the same humble background as he does.  George grew up in New 
Kensington, PA, a small town about 20 miles north of Pittsburgh. During WWII, some 60,000 people 
lived and worked there in military related manufacturing jobs.  Now with only 13,000 people, New 
Kensington, like many smaller Midwestern towns, has to work hard to maintain its existence. George 

also established a similar scholarship at the University of Pittsburgh, his alma mater, some 16 years ago.
George spent three years at SMA, graduating in 1948 as a First Lieutenant in the Band. George played the snare drum in the band 

during all three years. George’s fi rst cousin, Dan Zeloyle, SMA ’45, talked George’s parents into allowing him to attend SMA and get-

ANOTHER SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION CAPTAIN IS MINTED!

George Shiarella, SMA ’48.
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ting George to join the band. Zeloyle was also instrumental in getting the band invited to march in the annual “Apple Blossom Festival” 
in Winchester, VA.  George told me “it was a great perk to march in Winchester because there were always a great many lovely young 
ladies marching there as well, and we did love the gals”. 

George remembers playing his drums so loud in the drum and bugle corps that he rousted cadets out of sleep each morning. And 
while marching to his own drum, George had to step lively, as he marched in front of Herk Wolf for fear of being run over by Herk’s 
big bass drum.

While at SMA, George also played Intramural Sports, was Captain of the Cheerleader Team, Co-Activities Editor for the Shrapnel, 
and a member of the Howie Rifl es Drill Team.

Upon graduating from SMA, George went on to attend the University of Pittsburgh, graduating in 1952 with a B.S. degree in 
petroleum engineering. For the next six years, he worked for Shell Oil in the major oil producing regions of the US and Canada. From 
1958 to 1964, George was a loan offi  cer and petroleum engineer for the First National City Bank in New York City, NY.  He supple-
mented his education at Pitt with postgraduate studies at The Graduate School of Credit and Financial Management at Stanford, Dart-
mouth, and the American Institute of Banking.   He left banking in 1964 and founded his own consulting/investing business in which 
he worked until his retirement in 1996. During this time, George formulated and administered some 55 partnership programs which 
drilled several hundred wells in US oil and gas producing areas. 

George resides in Florida with his wife Nancy.  George is the father of 3 sons and 3 grandchildren.
Please join me in thanking George for his generous donation to the SMA Alumni Foundation. 
If you or anyone you know is interested in learning how you can donate or leave a portion of your estate to our foundation or 

support one of our many initiatives, please contact me directly.
Peter Birckhead  (peterbirckhead@gmail.com)   (713) 819-1980

UPDATE: SMA SCHOLARSHIP PROGAM WEBSITE IS LIVE!
December 1, 2016

As reported in the May 2016 Kablegram, it is with great pleasure that your alumni foundation board announces the establish-
ment of a program to award scholarships annually to deserving students.  The Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation Inc. 
(SMAAF) Scholarship Program has been designed to operate in perpetuity, thereby keeping alive the tenets of Truth Duty and 
Honor instilled in all SMA “Old Boys.”  For many years, the alumni association has served as a vehicle for awarding scholarships 
to our VWIL ‘sisters’ and is now in a position to extend our benevolence to a much wider community.

These scholarships were created to recognize and award deserving men and women who have been accepted by, or who are 
enrolled in, an accredited four or two- year institution of higher learning.  Up to four scholarships, with a minimum value of $1500, 
will be awarded each year.

Funding for the SMA Scholarship Program is provided by the SMA Legacy Fund. Successful scholarship applicants will 
demonstrate through the application process the importance of Truth, Duty and Honor to them and how it is refl ected in their lives.

At this time, a new website is available for your review at www.smascholarship.org.  I encourage you to check it out and share 
it with any high school seniors you know that are looking for scholarship monies.  This new website both stands alone and is acces-
sible from our existing sma-alumni.org website. The website was made possible by a generous donation from Bob (SMA ‘74) and 
Emily Parrino, supported by Dell Corporation, where Emily is employed.   Bob and Emily continue to be foundational supporters 
of our alumni association and foundation with signifi cant donations in recent years. The SMA Scholarship Committee and I will be 
working together to market this new site so that as many applicants as possible can fi nd it and apply.

For more detailed information on this new program and application criteria please visit the website www.smascholarship.org 
or contact me or Ed Morse, SMA Scholarship Committee Chairman.

ED MORSE, CHAIR AT   ehm2298@gmail.com OR 410-299-5451.

TO MAKE A DONATION CONTACT:  PETER BIRCKHEAD AT 
peterbirckhead@gmail.com OR 713-819-1980 
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION
SMA Scholarship Program

Who:   Any High School Prospective Graduate accepted to a 4-year or 2-year accredited 
institute of higher education.

When:  Applications are being accepted now at www.smascholarship.org. Scholarship 
awards will be made in late spring/early summer 2017.

Should you like to be the sponsor of a specifi c scholarship or contribute to the ongoing pool of 
funds which will enable your alumni association to award scholarships in perpetuity, please use the 
form below.

I, ___________________________________, Class of ________, would like to donate $_________
   (full name)

by enclosed check (made payable to SMA Alumni Foundation, placing ‘Heritage Fund SMA Scholarship’ on the 
memo line.) ; or a pledge as follows: _______________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________.

Use my donation to fund the SMA Scholarship Program through the Heritage Fund.

Use my donaƟ on to establish and fund a named SMA Scholarship Endowment as described here: ____________
__________________________________________________________.

Use my donaƟ on to fund a oneƟ me award to be given in the next cycle of scholarship awards as described here: 
____________________________________________________________.

Use my donaƟ on to fund mulƟ ple awards over mulƟ ple cycles of awards as described here: _________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________.

SMAAA:  “Perpetuating the values  of Truth, Duty, and Honor”

FOR INFORMATION ON THE SMA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM, CONTACT ED MORSE, CHAIR, AT  ehm2298@
gmail.com OR (410) 299-5451.  FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MAKING A DONATION, CONTACT  PETER 
BIRCKHEAD AT peterbirckhead@gmail.com OR (713) 819-1980.
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SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT 
Updated as of October 31, 2016

By Peter Birckhead ‘73      peterbirckhead@gmail.com       713-819-1980

WE HAVE NOW EXCEEDED $900,000 IN DONATIONS

Thanks to all of our alumni who have generously given to the Legacy Fund, we have now exceeded $900K in donations, pledges, and life 
insurance death benefi t designations. While monies and donations continue to come in for the Legacy Fund, both in donations to the Heritage 
Fund (supporting the SMA Alumni Eff orts, The SMA/VWIL Museum and the new SMA Scholarship Program) and donations to the Truth, Duty, 
and Honor Fund (supporting The VWILL Program), we are now 40 months into our campaign and really need your help to reach our goal of $1.5 
Million!.  So please consider a donation, and make it today either by mailing a check or going on-line to www.sma-alumni.org. to use a credit card.

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE: 
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)

$150,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 *(IRA Benefi ciary Designa-
tion) (Longyear TDH VWIL Scholarship and bricks)

$100,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Peter Worth ’57 (cash and pledge) (w/benches, WWI Mon-
ument Restoration, Museum Signage Package sponsorship, 
Flag and Flag Pole upkeep sponsorship and SMA Eagle spon-
sorship) *

$60,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Bill Bissett ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Anonymous ’74 *

$35,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino ’75 * (with SMA Scholarship)

$25,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Tilford Jones ’76 (Life Insurance Benefi ciary Designation)

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
John Conomikes ’50 * ( SMA Eagle, Brochure sponsorship 
and SMA Scholarship)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Richard Henderson ‘63 (pledge) *
Patricia and Herk Wolfe ’49 (w/bench sponsorship and How-
ie Bust sponsorship) * 

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 *
John Fuog ’70 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship and in Honor of Lola 
Kable) *

Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration sponsorship) *
H. Roller Shipplett ’67 (brochure, transcripts copy and new 
website sponsorships ) *

John (Jack) Vaughan III ’69 (w/bench and SMA Eagle spon-
sorship) *

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Stuart Smith ‘48

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 * (w/SMA sponsorship)
Charles R. Jenkins ’53 *
John Nolde ’63 *
Leslie Taylor ’66 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli (deceased) ’61 *
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74 

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Hubert N. Hoff man ’62 *
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband Frank Lee ’52 and 
w/bench sponsorship)
Floyd Ostrom ’62 (pledge) *
Joseph Ritok ’66 *
Virginia Windley (Don) ’70 *

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Michael Byington ’61 * (deceased)
Lucius Chapin ‘66
Carter Condon (Patron) *
Burdette Holmes ’62 *
Allen Jones ’48 *

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Birckhead ’73 * 
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72
William Gershen ‘58
Charlie Drumheller ’66 (w/Cannon Restoration sponsorship)
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ’68 *
Robert Horvath ’47 *
Warren Hutton ’75 *
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench and SMA Eagle sponsorship) *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)
Anthony C. Korvas’59 
Steve Landa ’63 *
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67 
Mark Orr ’73 *
Tim Scheel ’73 (w/brochure sponsorship) *
Ralph Sebrell ’45

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)cont.
David Shipula ‘73
Peter Stark ’50 *
Louis Stathis ’70 *
Frederick Walton ‘33
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron) *
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$500+ (BENIFACTOR)
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Peter Brown ’66 * (with SMA Scholarship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Judith Griffi  n (in memory of her husband Fred Benson 
Griffi  n ’57)
Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Mrs. Robert Horvath Memory of Robert Horvath ‘47
Gale and Duke Myers ’60 *
David Rhodes ‘72
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Edmund Smith ‘76
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Donald Westbrook ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

$250+ (BENIFACTOR)
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
Edward Burka ’48 *
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Digiacomo ’69 (SMA Eagle, Brick sponsorships, 
SMA Scholarship) *
Geoff rey Hall ‘65
Tad Hall ’73 *
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of Maj. Thomas 
Howie) *
Christopher Jones ‘71
William Lambert ’62
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Harvie Martin III ‘74
Gordon Milestone ’43 *
Neil J. Rogers ’69 *
Frank Till ’71 *
John W. Turner ’67 *
Lee Woody ‘47
Susan Yates (Patron)

$200+ (BENIFACTOR)
Anthony Betz ‘67
Robert Flatford ’66 *
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
Craig E. Hanson ‘74
Tom Howie ‘67
Larry Lombari ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Edmund Leigh ‘74
Stanley Lesniak ’67 *
Gary Martell ‘69
Jeff rey Metzel ‘43
Douglas Nunn ’71 *
Leland K. Ozawa ‘61
Phil Peter ‘50
Hugh Sproul III ’54 (w/brochure sponsorship)
James H. Stevenson ‘58
J. Warren Turner ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog Mem. Fund) *
Larry Ward ’51 * (SMA Scholarship)

$100+ (BENIFACTOR)
James Adams ’59 *
Richard Beaver ‘56

$100+ (BENIFACTOR) cont.
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57
James Bond ’51 *
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
Jose Colon ’60
Wesley G. Constable ’61 *
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Jack Dickerson ’67 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Tony Disher ‘72
George Dunigan ‘64
Philip Farber ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Allen Fisher ’56 (in memory of his brother Bruce Fisher ’49)
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
William Foard ’56 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ‘51
Mark Hancock ‘62
James Hayslip ’75 *
John C. Hildebrand ‘72
Benjamin Hudson, Jr. ‘54
Paul Heyard ‘72
Sanford Jacobson ’55 
Page Kable (Patron) *
Walter Kircher ’70 (w/Brick Fund)
Joseph Koch ’53 *
Lee Lawrence ‘56
Robert Lehman ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Jon Levy ‘56
Glen MacFadden ’59 *
Randall Melton ‘76
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Stephen Newton ‘62
Russell Ogan ’70 *
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
William Pandak ’73 *
Edward Patsch ’53 *
Peter Phillips ‘50
W. Charles Pfi ster ‘74
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
Robert Remaley (Patron)
 Wayne Scholtes ‘64
George Shiarella ‘48
Ed Smith ‘76
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her husband Dale Freder-
ick Snell ’56)
Lawrence Steele III ‘61*
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
Clarence Tart ‘53
John R. Taylor ‘72
David Tinker ’69 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John T. Turner ‘67
Jeff rey Van Hyning ‘64
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$100+ (BENIFACTOR) cont.
Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
Peter Voss ’48 *
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty) 
Lee P. Woody ’47 *
Charles Youngman ‘55

$50+ (BENIFACTOR)
Frank Allen ’47 (w/brick sponsorship)
Richard Alonzo ’64 *
William Baldwin III ‘64
Bruce Buchanan ‘66
Alan Butterworth ‘51 *
Carol Caldwallader Patron (in honor of Lewis Caldwallader ‘55)
Robert Clements ’58 *
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of James Deehan ’55)
John Diemer ’67 *
Everette Doff ermyre ’66 *
Alexander Forester ‘74
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoff ry Hall ’64)
Scott Holcomb ‘66
Ben Hollis ’58 *
Ben Hudson ’54
John Kelly ‘57
Barbara Kerne (Patron)
Edward McLorie ’63
Alan Messer ’68 (w/brick sponsorship) *
SFC Kenneth Messer, Jr ‘66
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of Duke Myers deceased)
Dan Newman ’60 *
Peter Ottman ’65 (w/Howie Bust sponsorship)
Richard Parson ‘60
COL. Brooke Read ’46 *
AJ Scolio ‘43
Neal Smith ‘66
Michael Somers ’65 (w/brochure sponsorship)
William Summers ‘60
Robert Tabor ‘58
Edwin Taliaferro ’60 *
Jon Walker ‘54
Carl Winnefeld ’61 *
Fish Bowl in Museum Receipts

$25+ (BENIFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of her husband 
John Armstrong’37)
Lee Beard ‘51
David Behuhn ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)
Howard Brewer, Jr ‘47
Claude L. Crawford ’57 (Faculty) *
Robert Coyner ’49 
John Diemer ‘67
Anthony Disher, Jr. ‘72
Michael Deuting ‘59
Carlos Ferro ’51
Frederick Gambke ‘73
Douglas Godwin ‘69
Mark Hannock ‘62
Charles Hnilicka ‘48
Stanley Kaplan ‘54
Stanley Licker ‘55
Gregory and Paula Lockhart (Patrons) for James Jewett ‘41
Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Edward Mann ‘46
Kirk Moberley ’63 *
Michael Meyers ‘59
John Morrow ‘52
John Pennypacker, Jr ‘63
Darrell Richardson ‘67
Hal Schweder ‘40
Randall See ‘75
William Suppes, Jr. ‘45
William Thomas ‘61
D. Marshall Taylor ‘75
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
William Tucker, Jr ‘58
Dick Unger ‘63

$10+ (BENIFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong, Patron (in honor of husband John, ’37)
Daniel Hunt ‘62
Joesph McKbben ‘60
Edward McLorie ‘63
James Spencer (Patron)
Gary Waple ’60 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

Thanks to all of these alumni who have supported the Legacy Fund Project.  Your donations have helped to ensure the mem-
ories, traditions, and alumni eff orts are carried into perpetuity. Your donations have helped our alumni association to continue 
to provide scholarships and support for organizations (such as the VWIL Program at MBC) that exemplify our core values of 
Truth, Duty and Honor. And fi nally your donations have helped support the new SMA Scholarship Program.

The listing above represents only 20% of living alumni. There are still 80% of those of you who have not made a donation! 
Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No amount is too small and all donations are fully tax deductible.  It is easy to donate, 
just contact me directly and we can discuss all options available to help you.  Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73, peterbirckhead@gmail.
com or 713-819-1980.

Note.: If you don’t see your name, and you have donated, please let me know. If you have donated more than once and do not 
have a “*” next to your name please let me know. Thanks!
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An Invitation to the 2017 Reunion
By Floyd Ostrom, SMA ‘62

Calling all old boys from the Staunton Military Academy! It’s time to fall in for the 2017 all-class reunion in 
Staunton, beginning on Friday, April 7 and ending on Sunday, April 9. While our reunions have always been for all 
classes, there are also Honor Classes that will celebrate a signifi cant anniversary of their graduation.  This reunion, 
the class of 67’ is the main Honor Class, celebrating their 50th anniversary. Other Honor Classes include the classes 
of 42’, 47’, 52’, 57’, 62’ and 72’, but again, all classes are invited to attend.

Events occurring on Friday include free time in the Museum, the Memorial Wall Ceremony, a reception and din-
ner in the Mess Hall, followed by a dance at the Beverly Street Clock Tower. The dance has been a recent fun event, 
enjoyed by all attendees. Saturday is usually a busy day, with a continental breakfast in the Mess Hall, the alumni 
meeting, more free time in the Museum, a parade with VWIL followed by a picnic lunch, and more free time in the 
afternoon to visit or be a tourist at some of the sights in and around the Shenandoah Valley. During the morning meet-
ing, there will be informal time in the Mess Hall for VWIL cadets and alumni, SMA wives, and other guests. Saturday 
night is the big event with an evening reception and banquet at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel, followed by time for 
nostalgia. There are no events scheduled on Sunday, but the Museum will be open for more review and conversation.

If you have not been back to Staunton recently, you may be pleasantly surprised, as while it appears little changed 
from our days as cadets, there are many things to see and do that we had little access to, or did not even exist when 
we were. The best examples of this are the Shakespearian Theater right next to the Stonewall Jackson Hotel and the 
Outdoor Cultural Center near the Interstate, both fun and interesting. And don’t forget Skyline Drive, the Blue Ridge 
Parkway, Luray Caverns, Monticello, Natural Bridge, and the D-Day Memorial in Bedford, VA.  Also, you can visit 
Washington, DC and Williamsburg, neither of which is too far away. So, if you can fi nd the time, come early or stay 
late, and enjoy the beauty of the Shenandoah Valley where we had spent so much time, so many years ago.

Please make your plans to attend the reunion soon!
Floyd S. Ostrom, Class o f 62’
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Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.
      PO Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
     Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; FAX: 1-866-950-4452; SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

SMA/VWIL Reunion 2017 (7-9 April)
Registration Form

     Please PRINT to fill out this form. Mail to address above or FAX to: 1-866-950-4452 or SCAN and email 

LAST NAME: ________________________________FIRST NAME: __________________MIDDLE INITIAL: ____
SMA YEAR: ___________
ADDRESS: ________________________________CITY: ___________________ STATE: ____ ZIP: ___________
TEL: (            ) ___________________; (             ) __________________; EMAIL: ___________________________

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER
SPOUSE NAME: _______________________________________________________________
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION
Deadline is March 25, 2017. Please take the time NOW to complete your registration form. By doing this, you will 
help us plan more effectively for a successful SMA/VWIL Reunion.
Please note – lodging reservations at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel (or elsewhere) must be made separately.

_____ Weekend x $140/person1* $ __________

_____ Friday Only x $80/person2*             $ __________

_____ Saturday Only x $80/person3*              $ __________

_____ Sponsor a VWIL Cadet at Alumni Banquet ($50/cadet) $ __________

TOTAL COST: $ __________

PAYMENT  

Check (payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)  
Credit Card: (can only accept MC/VISA) MasterCard VISA

    Card Number: _______________________________________ 
    Expiration Date: _______________________________________ 
    Security Code: (CVV2 code on back of card ) _______________________________________ 
BILLING ADDRESS  
Name:
(exactly as written on credit card) __________________________________
Billing Address: (for credit card purchases)
(must be exactly as written on CC billing statement) __________________________________

__________________________________
 ____________________________ ZIP: ______
SIGNATURE  
  

Signature: __________________________________

                                                             
1 After March 25th, the price increases to $150 for the weekend. Door price is $160 
2 After March 25th, the price increases to $85 for Friday only. Door price is $95. No individual event tickets for sale. 
3 After March 25th, the price increases to $85 for Saturday only. Door price is $95. No individual event tickets for sale. 
* Prices for individual scheduled events not authorized; only payment for entire single day of events. 
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STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY and  
VIRGINIA WOMEN’S INSTITUTE for LEADERSHIP  

2017 REUNION SCHEDULE (AS OF 10/12/2016)

Thursday, April 6, 2017 (downtown)

6:00 pm Early bird arrival dinner gathering @ Mill Street Grill (Dutch Treat)

Friday, April 7, 2017 (on former SMA campus & Other Venues)

9:30 – 11:30 am:           SMAAF Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall)
10:30 am – 4:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open

11:00 am – 3:30 pm: Registration (Mess Hall)

4:30 – 5:30 pm: Howie Rifle Demo & Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside SMA-VWIL Museum)

6:00 – 8:00 pm: Reception and Dinner (Mess Hall)

8:00 – 11:30 pm: Dance Featuring The ROAD DUCKS (Beverly Street Clock Tower)

Saturday, April 8, 2017 (on former SMA campus & Stonewall Jackson Hotel)

8:15 – 9:00 am: Registration for those who have not registered (Mess Hall)

9:00 – 9:30 am:    Continental Breakfast (grab and go) (Mess Hall)
SMA/VWIL alumni and spouse/adult guest

9:30 – 10:30 am: Annual SMA Alumni General Membership & VWIL Program Update (Mess 
Hall VWIL Room)

9:30 – 11:00 am:       Meet VWIL Cadets (SMA & VWIL Alumni spouse/guests) (Mess Hall)

This is informal time with VWIL Cadets with plans for the VWIL future.                              

10:30 – 11:00 am: SMAAF Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall)

11:30 – 4:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open

12:00 – 1:15 pm: SMA-VWIL Parade

SMA-VWIL Alumni will form up on the asphalt at 11:45 pm to follow the VWIL 
Corps of Cadets onto Kable Field.

1:15 – 2:15 pm: SMA-VWIL Lunch (on asphalt parking lot...Mess Hall will be open for seating)

2:15 – 5:00 pm: Visit the museum, connect with former classmates, shop or tour the city.

6:00 – 7:00 pm: Banquet Reception (cash bar) (SJH Lobby)

7:00 – 10:00 pm: Alumni Banquet (SJH Banquet Rm)

10:00 pm: Nostalgia Time

Sunday, April 9, 2017 (on former SMA campus)

8:30 am – 2:00 pm:  SMA-VWIL Museum Open
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REUNION  2017
Reunion Speaker is Brig. Gen. Jeff rey G. Smith, 

SMA Alumni and VMI Dean of the Faculty
     

The reunion committee has announced that our reunion banquet speaker will be 
Brig. Gen. Jeff rey G. Smith, Jr., SMA ’72. The following information was taken from the 
VMI website.

Retired U.S. Army Brig. Gen. Jeff rey G. Smith Jr., VMI ’79, is dean of the faculty 
and deputy superintendent for academics. Born into a military family, Smith accepted a 
commission in the Army upon graduation from VMI and embarked upon a military career 
of more than 33 years that concluded with his retirement in 2013 as Deputy Commanding 
General of Army Cyber Command.

Smith began his Army career with company grade offi  cer positions in the 9th Infantry 
Division at Fort Lewis, Wash., and in Europe in the Pershing II Nuclear Missile Command. 
He later taught English at the United States Military Academy in West Point, N.Y., where 
he helped found a literary journal, The Circle in the Spiral. Smith served the U.S. Army, 
U.S. Central Command, and NATO in command and principal staff  roles in Europe, Bos-
nia/Herzegovina, Iraq, and Afghanistan.

During Operation Iraqi Freedom, Smith commanded the 22nd Signal Brigade. As com-
mander of that brigade, dual hatted as V Corps G-6, Smith installed, operated, and defend-

ed the information environment for the invasion and occupation of Iraq. During Operation Enduring Freedom, Smith served 
as the Army’s senior signal offi  cer to Afghanistan, responsible for expanding the combat network in support of the presidential 
surge. Upon his return, Smith established Europe’s fi rst regional cyber center.

In addition to his bachelor’s degree in English and biology from VMI, Smith holds a doctorate in English literature from 
Princeton University and a master’s degree in National Security from the National War College. Currently, Smith serves on the 
Advisory Board to the Army Cyber Institute (at W est Point). 

Smith’s decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal (2), the Defense Superior Service Medal, the Legion of Merit 
(3), and the Bronze Star (2).

 Brig. Gen. Jeff rey G. Smith, Jr.

SMA GALLERY
Recently, the class of ’74 purchased an SMA Presentation Sword from the early 1900’s for our SMA museum.   According 

to MyArmory.com, a presentation sword is a sword of honor off ered by sovereigns, princes, popes, associations, and admirers 
as an award or token of recognition to important fi gures for their achievements in war or political life.  At SMA, it was awarded 
to the First Captain.  This beautiful sword is featured in this issue’s SMA Galley.  Come to the museum and see it in person; you 
won’t believe how beautiful it is.

SMA Presentation Sword is on display in the SMA museum. A hundred years old, and it looks like new.
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The grip, knuckle bow, and pommel are pristine.

The scabbard has a gold inlay with an SMA shield.

A close-up of the SMA Shield and suspension ring.

Chape and crest of the scabbard are beautifully done.

Details on the blade are crisp and clean.

The hilt seen from above.  Notice the eagle pommel.

Proudly made by McLilly & Co., Columbus, Ohio

Can you see the blue jewel in the eagle’s eye?

Sword sheathed in its scabbard.

Editor’s note: This sword is truly a work of art. Please join 
me in expressing our gratitude to the SMA Class of ’74 for 
bringing it back home to “The Hill”.  Well done, Old Boys!  

SMA GALLERY  CONT.
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VWIL          NEWS

Happy Holidays from the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership!
We have so much good news to share with our SMA and VWIL alum and friends.  Our seniors (cadet captains) are fi nishing research for their 
thesis, preparing for internships next semester, and graduating in just six months.  We celebrated this month with the VWIL junior class 
(cadet sergeants) as they received their class rings. Our sophomores (cadet corporals) continue to lead the Corps by example with an average 
GPA of 3.0, 60% earned academic stars, and completed the Strength and Endurance Test with an average 74%.  Our freshmen (nULLs) have 
been an outstanding addition to the VWIL Corps, immediately taking on essential duties in our Color Guard, Honor Guard, and our Drill 
Teams: Howie Rifl es and PEARLs.

Recruit the Right Cadet.  Recruiting for the VWIL Class of 2021 is going well – 20 accepted and 130 applications are in progress.  Our 
freshman nULLs call applicants to answer questions and motivate them to visit MBU and complete their application.  Additionally, cadets 
return to their high schools all over the country to recruit for MBU and VWIL. Recruiting for the nULL Class of 2021 is going well – 10 ac-
cepted, 56 applications in progressts for contributing their talents to these teams. VWIL’s upcoming events: Halloween Community Service 
Event (31 Oct), Staunton Veterans’ Parade (5 Nov, 11am), Flag Disposal Ceremony with CAP (7 Nov), Waynesboro Veterans Tribute (11 
Nov, 7pm), Saturday Leadership Seminar (12 Nov), Veterans’ Honor Ceremony & BBQ (12 Nov, 1pm), Juniors’ Honor Ceremony (18 Nov), 
Staunton Holiday Parade (28 Nov, 7pm). Recruiting for the nULL Class of 2021 is going well – 10 accepted, 56 applications in progress.
VWIL Alumnae.  Twenty years ago, the VWIL Class of 2000 travelled to Mary Baldwin to matriculate into the VWIL Corps of Cadets as a 
nULL.  Each year, we invite members of the 20th Anniversary class to return as mentors, guest speakers, for Corps events: Wilderness, In-
duction Parade, Family Weekend Parade, Saturday leadership seminars.  We did this last year with several members of the Class of 1999. 
Thanks to VWIL 2000 members that returned to motivate the Corps with all they’ve accomplished since their days in the Corps: Renee 
Debord Staton ‘00, Kelly Thorkilson ‘00, and Crystal Newcombe Nosal ‘00.

Autumn Community Service. In October, the VWIL cadets contributed to MBU’s eff ort to complete 175 Acts of Good this year including 
10 Color Guard events. The Corps created a tradition Halloween community service, helping hundreds of trick-or-treaters cross the road.  
#MBU4Good http://www.marybaldwin.edu/spencer-center/acts-of-good/

PEARLS Unarmed Drill perform for VeteransColor Guard at MBU Soccer Game Honor Guard performs rifl e salute

Renee Debord Staton ‘00 & CDR Kelly Thorkilson ‘00 
with VWIL Corps at Veterans’ AppreciaƟ on CeremonyCrystal Newcombe Nosal ‘00 at Family Weekend Parade

VWIL Crossing Guards for hundreds of Trick-or-TreatersVWIL Cadets & nULLs Dress for Halloween
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    VWIL           NEWS cont.

In November, VWIL and Civil Air Patrol cadets conducted a joint fl ag retirement ceremony. VWIL cadets lead the way in chan-
neling their energy in positive, professional ways. This video captures our outstanding event http://www.newsleader.com/vid-
eos/news/2016/11/08/93460390/

Also in November, the Corps spent November executing Veterans’ appreciation events. We had a beautiful morning when 
the VWIL Corps and MBU Marching Band lead the Staunton Veterans Parade. The parade was a great way to end “Greens 
Week,” Calics presented green uniform pants to nULLs who are one step closer to Rites of Passage. 

In September, we hosted 40 cadets from South Korea’s all-female Corps of Cadets from Sungshin University. This is a tre-
mendous annual event for these two Corps to understand how they are similar just as we do when we host exchange cadets 
from Lady Doak College in Madurai, India.

CAP & VWIL cadets reƟ re US FlagsC/First CPT Koomson, C/SGT Rodriguez, and CAP cadets 
prepare to reƟ re worn fl ags

VWIL prepares to lead the 
Staunton Veterans Parade

Calic C/SGT Rodriguez presents 
green pants to nULLs Bernal Vigil 

and Valdez Gonzalez

VWIL Corps on Flag pole Hill for Veterans 
AppreciaƟ on Event

VWIL & Sungshin cadets discuss similariƟ es 
between their all-female Corps

VWIL & Sungshin Corps in front of                    
Kable Residence Hall
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VWIL Honors SMA. Beginning this year, VWIL’s cadet executive offi  cer carries a special saber which belonged to a Staunton 
Military Academy cadet from 1929, Ike Kivlighan.  The Howie Rifl es armed team continues the SMA tradition.  This year’s 
team is commanded by VWIL’s First Captain and rebuilt with freshmen.  The Howie Rifl es performed twice in November for 
Veterans’ events in Waynesboro and Staunton.  Our VWIL Color Guard proudly carries the SMA’s fl ag.  Our upperclass cadets 
continue to live in Tullidge and Kable Residence Halls. And, Truth-Duty-Honor remain VWIL’s core values.

Hearst Foundation Grant.  Thanks to the grant we received from the Hearst Foundation this year, we’ve improved our three 
cadet conference rooms in Spencer, Tullidge, and Kable Residence Halls.  We installed new furniture, creating cadet meeting/
study area and a social area.  We also provided a team building event for the new cadet cadre to improve teamwork within each 
platoon and staff  line. We immersed the new cadet leaders in a wilderness team building environment and they set group goals 
for the academic year.  

C/CPT Collins carries SMA saber Howie Rifl es perform for Veterans in Mess Hall

AFROTC nULLs with Maj Trimble Bailey Spitzer ‘99 in 
improved Spencer “Bunker”

New Cadre Team Building at 
Wilderness Adventure

Color Guard in Staunton Veterans Parade

    VWIL           NEWS cont.

Upcoming VWIL Events.  All our welcome to join us for each of these major events this year.  
 11 March – 11am – Alum/RecruiƟ ng Event at Arlington NaƟ onal Cemetery the Women’s Memorial
 12 March – noon – St Patrick’s Day Parade in Washington DC – ConsƟ tuƟ on Ave & 16 St NW
 25 March – 7pm – Military Ball in Hunt Dining Hall – RSVP to vwil@marybaldwin.edu
 07 April – 4pm – Memorial Wall Ceremony – SMA/VWIL Museum 
 08 April – noon – SMA Reunion Parade
 21 April – 3:30pm Parade for MBU 175th Anniversary Reunion  
 22 April – 8am – Brenda Bryant Run/Walk - Murphy Deming campus - RSVP to vwil@marybaldwin.edu

Check out VWIL’s news, videos and photos: 

      www.marybaldwin.edu/vwil (website)        Mary Baldwin College-VWIL (Facebook) 
      @VWILCorps (twitter)            mbcvwil (Instagram)
      VWIL1995 (Flickr) hƩ ps://www.fl ickr.com/photos/127171378@N07/sets/
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Edward B. Brown, SMA ‘54

Edwin “Ed” Beecher Brown, 78, 
died Tuesday, March 3, 2015, at Augus-
ta Health. He was born Feb. 14, 1937, in 
Huntington, West Virginia, a son of the 
late Dr. Leland Coff ey Brown and Marjo-
rie Mower Brown.

After graduating from Staunton 
Military Academy in 1954, he attended 
the University of Virginia and spent two 
years in active duty with the U.S. Navy. 
After completing his undergraduate stud-

ies at the University of Virginia, Mr. Brown enrolled at the Univer-
sity of Virginia Law School where he earned his Bachelor of Laws 
degree and subsequently worked primarily as a company attorney 
for fi nancial institutions.

Ed had a passion for history and genealogy. He was a member 
and legal advisor to the Augusta County Genealogical Society, as 
well as a member of the Augusta County Historical Society having 
served previously as a member of the board. In addition, he was a 
member of the Staunton Rotary Club and the Wednes-
day Morning Breakfast Group. He also compiled and 
published a comprehensive genealogy of the James 
Brown family of Augusta County, Virginia, which is 
widely used by libraries throughout the United States. 
Mr. Brown was active in the restoration of the R.R. 
Smith Center and other historical projects, and was a 
member of the First Presbyterian Church.

He is survived by his son, Dr. Edwin Roman 
Brown and his wife, Mirtha Vallini Brown, of Lexing-
ton, South Carolina; a daughter, Martha Anne Russell 
of Crozet; grandchildren, Edwin Daniel Brown, Anna 
Sofi a Brown, Joseph Boyd Brown, Michael Roman 
Brown, Genevieve Sophia Russell and Audrey Irene Russell; a 
brother, Kirk Mower Brown of Hampton; nephews, Kirk Michael 
Brown and Roman Sachno III; and nieces, Vinessa Miccio Sachno 
and Erika Adriana Sachno. He was preceded in death by his wife, 
Yaroslava Sofi a (Sachno) Brown; and daughter, Dr. Katherine Jaro-
slava Brown.

Charles “Eddie” Bryant, SMA ’39, Coach and Instructor ’45 – ‘51

Charles “Eddie” Edgar Bryant, 97, 
died on Sunday, March 27, 2016. He 
was born in Hinton, W.Va., on June 8, 
1918, the son of Charles and Ethel Bry-
ant. He attended Staunton Military 
Academy and after graduation, went 
on to his beloved University of Virgin-
ia where he played football alongside 
All-American, Bill Dudley. Dubbed 
“Flash” for his speed and athleticism, he 
went on to sign one of the earliest pro 

football contracts with the Boston Yanks.
His college career was interrupted by military service (he 

proudly served as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Marine Corps until 

1944). After he graduated from UVA 
in 1945 with a BA in Education. Eddie 
taught history and coached football 
at Staunton Military Academy and 
then was an assistant football coach at 
Yale University and University of Rich-
mond. He co-founded Ryan Films (focus 
on high school sports fi lms) which was 
eventually bought by MacMillan Pub-
lishing. During his career and after his 
retirement, he traveled all over the world, visiting at least 55 coun-
tries. He also took time (four years) to teach English as a second 
language at Holy City Episcopal School in Honduras. 

No stranger to charity work, he would return to Culpeper 
(which he aff ectionately called “The Paris of the South”) where 
he worked at the St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church Food Closet and 
Thrift Store and also became a “Pink Lady” at the Culpeper Re-
gional Hospital. He served on the board of the Culpeper Red Cross 
and the Rappahannock-Rapidan Community Services Board, and 
in 2001, he became a “Culpeper Colonel”, a citizen service award 
that he was very proud to receive. Because of all of his community 

and charitable works, he was nominated to carry the 
Olympic Torch in the 1996 run through Charlottesville. 
He was chosen and at 78, was one of the oldest people 
to have this amazing honor. He also ran the leg of the 
route that was the steepest but took it in stride and with 
his family cheering him on, completed his portion with 
no assistance. 

Eddie is survived by four daughters, Lissa Martin 
and husband, Pete, Julie Bendle and husband, Scott, 
Carter Thomas and Betsy Griggs and husband, Dwain; 
eight grandchildren, Ryan Woodbury, Carter Perkins, 
Kate Farley, Pete Farley, Jack Farley, Kari Martin, Mary 
Bratcher and Emily Bennett; four great-grandchildren, 

Kate, Lila and Sam Woodbury and Witten Reeves. 
In lieu of fl owers, the family suggests that memorial contribu-

tions be made to St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church.

Duane J. Finerty, SMA ‘56

Duane J. Finerty, 77, of Warren, MI, 
passed away on September 15, 2015 at 
St. John’s Macomb Hospital. Duane was 
born in Detroit to the late Cecil J. and 
Clara Finerty. He is survived by his chil-
dren, Charles “Chas” Finerty, James Scott 
Finerty, and Holly (John) Kunz; grand-
daughter, Morgan; and his very special 
friend and caregiver, Karen Schimmel. 

Duane grew up in Grosse Pointe, at-
tending Grosse Pointe High School as well as Staunton Military 
Academy in Virginia, graduating in 1956 and served in the Ko-
rean War.

Duane loved driving cars, fl ying airplanes, and sailing which 
became his true passion. He enjoyed many years sailing Lake St. 
Clair on his boat “Dominocus” and spending time by the water at 
Jeff erson Beach Marina. Friendly and fun loving, he met many peo-

Cadet Brown in 1954.

Cadet Bryant in 1939.

Coach “Eddie” Bryant.

Cadet Finerty in 1956.
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ple and made many friends over the years. 
Duane was a unique, one of a kind man who 
touched so many lives with his wonderful 
sense of humor and kind heart. He will be tru-
ly missed by all those that knew him. A pri-
vate service for Duane was be held in Florida 
where his family resides. A memorial gather-
ing for friends was held on Sunday, October 
11, 2015 at Grosse Pointe Woods Presbyterian 
Church, 19950 Mack Avenue. 

Published in The Detroit News on 
Sept. 27, 2015

Fred Nyland Hopewell, SMA ‘50

Fred Nyland Hopewell of Florence 
died October 23, 2016 at McLeod Hos-
pice House after an extended illness

The son of Harry Stanley Hopewell 
and Ruby Nye Hopewell, 
he was born on January 19, 
1933 at home in Glouces-
ter, Virginia. He attended 
Staunton Military Acad-
emy in Virginia, the be-

ginning of a long military career. While serving in the 
Marine Corps, Fred was accepted to the United States 
Naval Academy from which he graduated in 1956. He 
joined the Air Force after graduation and served as 
a Special Agent with the Air Force Offi  ce of Special 
Investigation (AFOSI) which led to assignments in 
Charleston, South Carolina, Ohio, and Wiesbaden, Germany. He had 
a two-year tour at Cape Canaveral, Florida and two assignments at 
the United States Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs. During 
his fi rst tour at the Academy he was an Instructor and Training Di-
rector. Fred also coached JV Baseball and enjoyed skiing, hunting 
and fi shing throughout Colorado.

Fred served a year in Vietnam in 1970 – 1971 with the Joint 
Personnel Recovery Center which was tasked with developing in-
telligence on the location of POWs and then trying where possible 
to rescue them. During his second tour at the Air Force Academy 
he was the Director of the Survival, Evasion, Resistance and Es-
cape (SERE) program and also earned a Master’s Degree from the 
University of Northern Colorado. He then served as Commander of 
the Air Force ROTC Detachment at Utah State University. He was 
the Commander of AFOSI, District 4, at Andrews Air Force Base, 
Maryland and then served as the Director of Training for the AFOSI 
Training Academy at Bolling Air Force Base in Washington, D.C. 
He retired as a Colonel in 1984.

Immediately after his military retirement Fred began his second 
career with Lockheed Martin in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania. He 
worked in the fi elds of security and corporate ethics and retired as 
the Security Director in 2007.

Fred and his wife Susan Tilton Hopewell moved to Florence in 
2009. He was predeceased by his parents and his younger brother 
John Stanley Hopewell, of Richmond, Virginia. He is survived by 
his wife Susan Tilton Hopewell of Florence and his four children: 
Michael Stanley Hopewell (Beth) of Florence; Kimberly Hopewell 
Velasquez of Florence; Patrick Dean Hopewell (Jenna) of Orlando, 
Florida; and Paige Hopewell Whita-
ker (Justin) of Columbia. Fred is also 
survived by fi ve grandchildren: Philip 
Lewis Hopewell and Hannah Kathryn 
Hopewell, both of Columbia; Ryan 
Nyland Velasquez and Danielle Hope 
Velasquez, both of Florence; and Ab-
bey Lynn Velasquez of Columbia. He 
is also survived by a nephew, Lt. Col. 
(Ret.) Peter Housel Hopewell (Liz) of 
Annandale, Virginia.

The family wishes to express their 
heartfelt thanks to the staff  of the Magnolia Terrace Memory Care 
Unit at Methodist Manor and the staff  of McLeod Hospice House.

Memorials may be made to St. John’s Church, 252 
South Dargan Street, Florence, SC 29506 or to McLeod 
Hospice House, Post Offi  ce Box 100551, Florence, SC 
29502.

Courtesy of the Waters-Powell Funeral Home

Robert D. “Bob” Horvath, Sr., SMA ‘47

 Robert David “Bob” 
Horvath, Sr. age 87, was a 
Munson Township resident 
for 35 years, prior More-

land Hills. Dearly beloved husband of 
Sofi e L. (nee: Roszkowicz) for 66 years 
and father of Robert D. Horvath, Jr., Bob 
was born January 28, 1929, in Cleve-
land to David and Teresa (Prochaska) 
Horvath. He graduated from Staunton 
Military Academy, Staunton, Virgin-
ia, where he won a football scholarship to the University of Flor-
ida, Gainesville. He was a star quarterback on the “Gator” football 
team and earned a Master’s Degree in Landscape Architecture. As 
a member of the ROTC, he was commissioned a First Lieutenant 
in the United States Air Force. Bob and Sofi e lived at various Air 
Force Bases throughout the United States for three years during the 
Korean War. Bob then joined his father in the Horvath Landscape 
Service Co., Cleveland, and won numerous awards for his landscape 
designs throughout Northern Ohio. 

He was a member of Euclid Lodge #0599 F & A.M. and also a 
member of the Grand Commandery Knights Templar. In later years, 
he was a certifi ed SCUBA Instructor, an avid golfer, a silver jewelry 
artist and master wood sculptor artist. He taught both arts at the 
Chardon Senior Center, Chardon High School and other locations. 

Duane J. Finerty

Fred Nyland Hopewell.

Cadet Hopewell in 1950.

Cadet Horvath in 1947.
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Bob is sadly missed by his fam-
ily, friends and his beloved 16 year 
old “Boomer-Dog.” Memorials may 
be sent to the Munson Township Fire/
EMS Squad, Geauga County Sher-
iff ’s K-9 Unit, WomenSafe Inc-Green 
House or the Pet/Animal shelter of 
your choice. As per his request there 
will be no services. 

Published in The Plain Dealer on 
May 8, 2016.

Editor’s note.  The photograph of 
Cadet Horvath running the beat squad 
was provided by Bill Campbell, SMA ’49.

Wayne M. Hutchinson, SMA ‘67

Wayne M. Hutchinson of Allen-
town, PA passed away on July 12, 2016 
in Allentown, PA.  Born on Sept. 5, 
1947, he was the son of 
the late Walton & Virginia 
(Kyger) Hutchinson and 
grandson of the late Earl 
W. & Maude (Fray) Kyger, 
and A.J. & Eva (Gaston) 
Hutchinson.

Wayne graduated from the Staunton Military 
Academy in Staunton, VA. and enlisted In the Army 
in 1968. He served three years and returned to the Vir-
ginia and Pennsylvania areas where he continued his 
education and began his career as a CPA

Wayne leaves behind his life long school friends Gail 
& Glen Sell and Rich & Lois (Arndt) whom he admired and loved dear-
ly. Wayne is survived by his brother, Joel A. Hutchinson, wife Janice, & 
nephew, Bradley Walton Hutchinson Of Houston, Texas.

Wayne’s fi nal resting place will be in the Kyger family plot in 
Monticello Memory Gardens, Charlottesville, VA.

Stephen Gregory Johnson, SMA ‘67

 Stephen Gregory Johnson, 
67, of D’Iberville, Mississippi died 
on August 24, 2016, after an eight 
month battle with cancer. A funeral 
service was held at 3:00 p.m. Monday, 
August 29, 2016 at Sebrell Funeral 
Home in Ridgeland, MS with inter-
ment in Lakewood Memorial Park. 
 Stephen was born May 22, 
1949 in Jackson, MS to the late Wal-
ter Giles Johnson, Jr. and Bettie Hor-
rell Johnson. He graduated from 

St aunton Military Academy in Staunton, Virginia, and obtained 
a Bachelor’s degree in business from Mississippi State University 
in 1971. He became a professional golfer traveling on the “Space 

Cadet Horvath 
running beat squad.

Cadet Hutchinson in 1967.

Coast Tour” in Florida in the 1970’s playing alongside some oth-
er young players such as Hubert Green and Fuzzy Zoeller. He and 
Fuzzy remained friends and would later enjoy bonefi shing together 
in the Florida Keys. 
Stephen left the pro circuit, and embarked on a long career in the 
golf industry. He represented numerous golf and clothing lines such 
as Powerbuilt, Mizuno, Nike, Sun Mountain, Lee Clothing, and also 
Derby Caps where he served as Vice-President of Sales in Louis-
ville, Kentucky. His fi rst love was always golf, but he also had a 
lifelong infatuation with hunting, fi shing and fi rearms. Stevie enjoy 
fi shing even near the end, taking numerous trips with his brother 
Walter and their close friend Tommy O’Keefe in search of snapper, 
redfi sh and trout. In 2009, he enjoyed a great trip to South Dakota 
with his brothers and nephews catching walleye and pike. Just this 
past May of 2016, he had a great road trip west with his brothers 
and Clay Blalack to Colorado where he climbed Pikes Peak on the 
Cogwheel Railroad. 
Stephen started his golfi ng career at the Country Club of Jackson, 
but in 1984 he moved to Sugarland, Texas where he was Past Cham-
pion of the Fort Bend Country Club. Later in his early 60’s, he left 
the golf business and worked in the seismic acquisition end of the 

oil & gas exploration business, obtaining permits in the 
burgeoning shale trends of Louisiana, Texas, Pennsyl-
vania and Western New York State. 
Stephen is survived by his mother, Bettie, his brother 
and best friend, Walter Giles Johnson, III of Gulfport, 
MS, his brother Charles G. Johnson and sister B.R. both 
of Jackson. Also surviving are three nieces, three neph-
ews, two great-nephews and numerous aunts, cousins 
and friends who will all miss “Big Stevie” with his big 
smile and smooth swing. We are all sure that he is now 
joining his departed father Walter Giles, Jr. who will 
be eternally frustrated that someone has shown up who 
can beat him at their favorite game.  Nothing but birdies 

and eagles from here on out.  Rest in Peace to a true “gentle giant”. 
The family asks that in lieu of fl owers, memorials be made 
to the M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, Texas.

Published in Clarion Ledger from Aug. 26 to Aug. 28, 2016

Carl Marshall, Jr., SMA ‘48

Carl Marshall, Jr. died on October 25, 
2016 at the age of 87 in Covington, Louisi-
ana. Raised in Bay St. Louis, Mississippi as 
the son of Carl and Lillian Marshall, Carl 
was an avid sailor and went to Bay High 
before attending and graduating from 
Staunton Military Academy in Virgin-
ia. He was a graduate of the University 
of Virginia with a degree in Economics, a 
member of Theta Chi fraternity, and was a 
lifelong fan of all Cavalier intercollegiate 
sports. Carl and Kathryn Olson were married, and then Carl served 
as a First Lieutenant in the Army in Europe in 1953. After returning 
to the U.S., Carl and Kathy raised a family with three children in 

Cadet Johnson in 1967. Carl Marshall, Jr.



-25-

TAPS CONT.

New Orleans and then Covington and 
were married for 27 years. 

Carl loved to play golf, grill, fol-
low the Saints and college football, sing 
in the Mardi Gras Barbershop Chorus, 
and support the Republican Party. As 
a deacon in the Covington Presbyteri-
an Church, an arbitrator of the Greater 
New Orleans Better Business Bureau 
and member of Covington Country 
Club, Carl was active in his community. 

After Carl retired to Bay St. Louis, 
he devoted more time playing golf at Pass Christian Isles. Then he 
became a victim of Hurricane Katrina and relocated to Covington 
again. He will be remembered for his sense of humor, love of cock-
tail hour(s), and ability to recall every Sugar Bowl team and score 
from the 1930’s to the present. 

Carl is survived by his son Robert Chapman Marshall (Julie), 
Virginia Alice Morgan, and Carl’s grandchildren Rob, Valerie, Jack, 
and Carly. Carl’s son Philip Randolph Marshall and his children 
Alex and Macaila predeceased Carl in 2013. Carl’s brother Chap-
man and sister Carolyn also predeceased him. His pass-
ing marked the end of an era for the Marshall family. A 
memorial service was held at the Cedar Rest Cemetery 
in Bay St. Louis on Saturday November 5, 2016, fol-
lowed by a reception at the Bay Waveland Yacht Club. 
In lieu of fl owers, the family requests donations to the 
American Kidney Foundation. Arrangements entrusted 
to Serenity Funeral Home, Covington, LA.

Published in TheNewOrleansAdvocate.com from 
Oct. 27 to Nov. 5, 2016.

Bruce H. Platt, Jr., SMA ‘65

Platt Jr, Bruce H, of New Port 
Richey, Florida, passed away on March 
24, 2015. Bruce was born to the late 
Bruce and Mary Parsons Platt in Ash-
land, Kentucky. Semi-retired at the 
time of his death, he previously worked 
for his family’s business, the C.H. Par-
sons Company of Ashland. He was a graduate of Staunton Mil-
itary Academy, Virginia and the University of Kentucky. He 
was also a member of Kappa Alpha, a Kentucky Colonel, and 
a past President of the Ashland Area Chamber of Commerce. 
 Bruce loved his family, friends, golf, sunshine, and the 
beach. He was an avid UK Wildcat fan and so proud of their 2015 
undefeated regular season on their way to the NCAA Final Four. 
 He is survived by his loving wife, Linda; daughter, Debbie 
(Chris) Estep; sister, Lucy (Jack) Cornett; and grandchildren, Marie, 
Brock and Kaitlyn. A celebration of life was held on Saturday, April 
11, 2015 at 4 pm at the First United Methodist Church of New Port 
Richey, 5901 Indiana Avenue, New Port Richey, Florida, 34652. 

Harold F. “Buzz” Redinger, Jr., SMA ‘58

Harold F. “Buzz” Redinger, Jr., age 
77, of Erie, passed peacefully, in his 
sleep, on Friday, September 23, 2016, 
at his residence. He was born in Erie, on 
February 3, 1939, a son of the late Har-
old F. and Dorothy (Lyon) Redinger, Sr. 
 He graduated from Strong Vin-
cent High School, where he excelled in 
football, basketball and baseball. Har-
old was an All-State athlete in football 
and basketball and would earn High 

School All-American honors in basketball. He attended Staunton 
Military Academy in Virginia. He was the President of Redinger 
Realty, Inc., Alan Builders Inc., Redinger Builders, Inc. and the own-
er of Redinger Homes. He was a member and past President of the 
Homebuilders Association. Harold was a member of Erie Christian 
Fellowship Church as well as ReaLife Assembly of God Church.
 Besides his parents, he was preceded in death by his sis-
ter, Gloria Hennies. Survivors include his wife, Patricia (Clover) 

Redinger; sadly missed by his children, six daughters, 
Debra Lyons (Robert), of McKean, Kristie Grossman 
(Jack), of Mooresville, N.C., 
Julie Ferrantelli, of Erie, Na-
talee Potter (Michael), of Lil-
lington, N.C., LaRina and Ra-
chael Redinger, of Erie; two 
sons, Michael Redinger (Tam-
mi), of McKean and David 
Redinger, of Pensacola, Fla.; 
a brother, Alan Redinger (Dar-
lene), of Erie; and a stepbroth-
er, Gary Kaiser; sister, Lory 

Usko (Robert), of Erie; ten grandchildren, 
Christi Seth (Matthew), Kayla Manross 
(Justin), Rebekkah, Jessikah and Karah 
Grossman, Joe and Jordan Redinger, Bren-
den Redinger, Alexys Ferrantelli and De-
clan Potter; one great-grandchild, Addelinn Seth; two stepdaughters, 
Jamie and Jesica Shatto; and many nieces, nephews and cousins.
 Memorials may be made to the charity of one’s choice .

Courtesy of Brugger Funeral Home. 

Carl G. “Happy” Rose, SMA ‘48

Carl G. “Happy” Rose Jr., 68, a 
highway contractor, died Saturday, May 
29, 1999 at Estelle’s Hospice House in 
Ocala. Mr. Rose had lived most of his 
life in Ocala. He was Catholic and was 
a graduate of Staunton Military Acad-
emy and the Virginia Military Institute. 
He served in the U.S. Army during the 

Cadet Marshall in 1948.

Cadet Platt in 1965.

Harold F. 
“Buzz” Redinger.

Cadet Redinger in 1958.

Cadet Rose in 1948.
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Korean War. Mr. Rose was also a member of Ocala Elks Lodge 286, 
as well as an avid hunter and fi sherman.

Survivors include his daughters, Gay Foster, Ann L. Rose and 
Katrina Rice, Ocala. Carol Lynn Keith, Riverview, Tammy S. Craw-
ford, St. Augustine, and Phoebe J. Honeycutt, Granite Falls, NC; 
sons, Carl G. Rose III, Morristown and John M. Rose, Ocala; a broth-
er, Donald E. (Buddy) Rose, Crystal River; and 15 grandchildren.

Obituary from the Ocala StarBanner 31 May 1999.

Mark Randall Spence, SMA ’72 
(left SMA in ’71 as a junior)

Mark Spence of Coral Gables, FL 
passed away September 20, 2016 at the 
age of 63. Born July 14, 1953 in Miami, 
he was the son of J.B. and Mary Jo Spen-
ce. Mark attended Staunton Military 
Academy in Staunton, VA. 

An Air Force Veteran, he served 
during the Vietnam War era 
in the medical fi eld and 
continued to work in the 
medical fi eld as a paramedic 
in Miami and a surgical tech-

nician at South Miami Hospital. He later worked in the 
investigation fi eld in Miami for the law fi rm Spence, 
Payne and Masington. 

Mark’s great passion for rare stamps and coins led 
him to Gables Coin & Stamp Shop where he managed 

the store for sixteen years. 
John Albright, the (former) 
owner of Gables Coin & 
Stamp for more than forty years, de-
scribed Mark: “Mark’s up-beat mood 
always cheered friends and customers at 
the store”. Mark also had a great love for 
all animals, especially his German Shep-
ard “Fish”. 

Mark is survived by his sister Martha 
Spence of Coral Gables, his brother Gary 
Spence of Miami, and his brother John 
Spence of Gainesville, FL. We will miss 

his wonderful smile and up-beat gregarious personality. Donations 
to the ASPCA, the Humane Society of Greater Miami or St. Jude’s 
Children’s Hospital in Mark’s memory would be greatly appreciated. 

Published in the Miami Herald on Oct. 2, 2016

John “Jack” Stewart. SMA ‘’49

John “Jack” Stewart of Fairway 
Mews in Spring Lake Heights passed 
away on Friday, September 23, 2016 at 
Jersey Shore University Medical Center 
in Neptune. He was 85 years old.

Jack was born May 11, 1931 in 
Pittsburgh, PA, he graduated from 
Staunton Military Academy in 
Staunton, VA in 1948, and is a gradu-
ate of the University of Pittsburgh.  He 

served in the 82ndAirborne of the United States Army and was a 
paratrooper, stationed in Fayetteville, NC. 

He is predeceased by his parents John A. and Virginia (Rog-
ers) Stewart, both of Ft. Lauderdale, FL. He is survived by his 
wife of 22 years, Gudrun “Goodi” Stewart and his children: John 
“Jeff ” Stewart of San Diego, CA,  Traci LeRoy of Wilmington, 

NC and Amy Joy of Key West, FL.  He leaves be-
hind 4 grandchildren: Darren and Noelle Stewart 
of San Diego and San Francisco, CA and Keith and 
Kyle LeRoy, both of Wilmington, NC as well as 2 
great grandchildren; Kollin LeRoy and Violet LeRoy.
 He was employed in the sales and marketing 
program of Koppers Co., Inc. and was named District 
Sales Manager of the Western States with offi  ces in 
Los Angeles.  At retirement in 1984 he held the po-
sition of Vice President of Marketing for U. S. Plas-
tics and Chemical Corp., a subsidiary of Koppers.
 Jack and his wife, Goodi, are the former owner/
operators of Ashling Cot-

tage Bed & Breakfast in Spring Lake, 
NJ.  They resided there from 1984 – 
1999, at which time they sold the busi-
ness and divided their time between Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL, where they became ac-
tive in a musical entertainment company, 
‘The Original Florida Follies’ and Fair-
way Mews here in NJ.  In Florida Jack 
supported and performed with the Flori-
da Follies’, making his “debut” as Daddy 
Warbucks in 2010. Here in Spring Lake 
Heights, Jack - an active and accomplished golfer - had just recently 
won the Club Championship in his “A” Flight at his home course.

As per Jack’s wishes, there will be no formal ceremonies or 
services. Any gifts or memorials may be directed to the Wounded 
Warriors Foundation.

Cadet Spence in 1971.

Mark Randall Spence.

Cadet Stewart in 1949.

John “Jack” Stewart.



QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL

_____ Baseball Caps ............................................................ $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps .......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering

             “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) ......... $18.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:
_____ Blue: L-XL (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) .. $10.00
_____ Gray: L-3X (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ...................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield .. $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ...... $39.00
_____ Jackets:   M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield ...................... $75.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ............................... $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch ................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $35.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $40.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ..................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA .................. $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield ......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold ......... $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................. $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
   Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope..... $3.00
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................... $13.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................... $15.00
    $71.00 and above ................................................................. $17.00

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the SMA-
VWIL Museum in the former SMA Supply
Room. The form at right should be completed
and mailed, with your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Foundation Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by e-mail at

SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for information, leave
a message, and your call will be returned as
soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be processed by
using the form on page 28. Your order will
be shipped when payment is received.

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review



Staunton Military Academy 
Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip: _____________

PAYMENT
• Check (please see above for correct “payable to”)
• Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa) Master Card    Visa

Card Number: __________________

Expiration Date: __________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) __________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card)  _________________________

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

(Your name will be listed with other Lifetime Members on a plaque in the SMA/VWIL Museum.)

SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.(tax exempt) {payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation}
• One Star Membership: ($100.00 for one year, 1 September through 31 August) $ ___________
• Two Star Membership: ($180.00 for two years, (10% off) $ ___________
• Three Star Membership: ($240.00 for three years, (20% off) $ ___________
• Lifetime Membership: ($1,000.00 for lifetime) $ ___________

• SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt): $ __________
The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into
perpetuity. Your donation helps the SMA Alumni Foundation maintain the alumni office, Memorial Wall, archives, web site,
Kablegram-Leader, and the funding of the SMA Alumni Foundation Scholarship Program. For more information on the SMA
Alumni Foundation Scholarship Program, please visit our website at www.sma-alumni.org.
Your contributions are fully tax deductible.

• Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund (tax exempt): $ __________
The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into
perpetuity. Your donation helps the SMA Alumni Foundation maintain the alumni office, Memorial Wall, archives, web site,
Kablegram, and the funding of the SMA Scholarship Program. For more information on the SMA Scholarship Program,
please visit our website at www.sma-alumni.org.
Your contributions are fully tax deductible.
Note. If you are contributing to the TDH Fund, please indicate the breakdown of your contribution.
Educational Scholarships: $ ______________
Program Support: $ ______________

Total: $ ___________


