
By Anthony (Tony) Diorio Jr., SMA ’63PG  * Edited by Kelley McGavock, SMA ‘59

Editor’s note.  Tony entered Staunton Military Academy (SMA) in the fall of
1961 as a senior in C Company. He played halfback on the League-Champion
varsity football team and ran track (hurdles). Graduating in June of 1962,
Tony returned as a post graduate that September until leaving SMA in March
of 1963.  Following is Tony’s story of his exciting life during and after SMA in
his own words:

“I reported to football camp at SMA in August of 1961, two weeks before
classes began. We practiced in a sunken gully with no air in the hot and humid
summer days of Virginia. Practice was exhausting. In those days, you did not
get to drink water. You had to ‘be tough.’ We never ever heard the word
hydration. So there I was, a 17 year old, short, Italian kid surrounded by men.
There were guys on the team who were 6’6" and 270 lbs., and soaking wet, I
was only 165 lbs. at 5’8". There were a lot of high school all-stars (especially
from Philly), on the team and guys wanting one more year of play before
college. I made the team even though I was the lightest player by 20 lbs. In
spite of that, I did score a touchdown for the team against Fishburne Academy
in a game we won 63 to 0.”

“To get ready for track season,
during the winter of 1961, even in snow, I would run, run, run like Forrest Gump. So in
the spring, when the season started, I was in near perfect shape and began winning the
high and low hurdles every meet, sometimes by 10 - 15 yards. Early on, a back injury
kept me from practicing during the week, so I would just run in the meet getting a shot
in my back for pain. I kept winning, but because of the injury I would win by less and
less each week. Finally, at the Virginia Military School Championship, I was again
about to race everyone I had beaten, but couldn’t even take a trial run over a hurdle.
With my parents and sister in the stands, I came in fourth or fifth or last; I don’t
remember.  It was one of the most crushing moments of my life. Later I had to give up
an appointment to the Air Force Academy due to the injury. That and 3 kids also kept
me out of Vietnam.”

“Now here’s the good stuff.  Door slams… remember?  On cue, one day, we
slammed every door in South Barracks at the ring of “the Bell”...  It was like an
explosion. It happened a couple of times on my watch there.”

“Another time, when the bell rang, we flushed every toilet and turned on every
shower at once and blew out what we were told was the original water main for south
barracks. After it happened, I remember running out of south barracks, looking to my
left, and there was water gushing down the hill. We blew a hole in the street! If only
we had smart phones then...”

“My second year at SMA, I came back as a post graduate and was given the rank
of Sergeant First Class and a platoon consisting of mostly football players who, like
me, definitely lacked discipline. My claim to fame at SMA is setting the unofficial, all
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Pass in Review

reflections from the hill
The Association has a

number of matters in progress. First,
Peter Birckhead is in the home stretch
of his fundraising commitment to the
Association. His commitment to
further solicit alumni will end in
March, 2016.  So if you have not given
to the Legacy Fund please consider
a gift now. And if you do so before
December 31, 2015 you can get a tax
deduction for this year.

Peter continues to work
with our professional grant writer,
Susie Miller, of Staunton, VA, seeking

grants for 4 important projects we are working and he continues
leading the Legacy Project with creating a Last Will and Testament
for our association that will protect and preserve our physical and
financial assets.  More about this and our 4 projects during next
year’s reunion.

As many of you know Peter has led the charge on
the Legacy Fund since March 2013, and we have now exceeded
over $800,000 in cash donations, pledges, and IRA and Life Insurance
death beneficiary designations. We owe a great deal to Peter for his
stewardship of the Legacy Fund and all of the sponsorship projects
that have been completed on our former campus (benches, new
museum signage, restoration of the WWI Monument and the Cannon
on Flagpole Hill and most recently the restoration of the SMA Eagle
in front of the museum).

The Board has been monitoring the repair of the SMA Eagle
that used to be over the swinging doors in North Barracks.  While
this project has created a lot of discussion, Jack Lowe has been
working steadily to repair the Eagle.  The first step was to put a roof
over it for protection from the elements.  This has been completed.
Jack is now putting it back together with sealers and coatings, and
we are anxious to see how it looks when finished.

We realize that as time passes and our group becomes older, it
will become more difficult to attend the reunions.  I recall that
Philadelphia used to have a local chapter that was fairly active.  The
Massachusetts group gets together annually and has for years.  In
the coming months, we are going to try to reestablish these chapters
throughout the country.  There are already alums working on chapters
in Florida, North Carolina, and Texas.  My vision of these groups
would be to get together over some interval.  No speeches, but just
alums getting together to tell stories (some will have some truth in
them).  If you have interest, please let the office know so that we
can get you a list of alums in your area.

At our Board meeting earlier this month, General Djurik advised
that she has over 750 applicants for entry to the VWIL Corps next
year.  Of this group, she feels that about 80 are highly qualified and
deserving of selection.  We will keep you posted.

This is your Association.  The Board considers what we feel is
best for the organization.  But I am sure that you all have opinions.
Please let us know what we are doing well and what you think we
might improve.  If you have new concepts, please let us know.

Tom Davis, SMA ‘62
President, SMA Alumni Association

Tom Davis
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________
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_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

Continued on page 4

time, 100-year old record for nightly AWOLs (86) before getting caught. At some
point during my run of AWOL’s, the brass heard rumors and moved me to the 3rd
floor in South Barracks; so the guards could keep their eyes on me. My reason for
going AWOL was a ‘Town Girl’.  ‘Town Boys’ would lend me their cars for gas; so
she and I could ride around the city. Sometimes the Tidbit was open, and we’d have
a cheese burger and then look for
a gas station until my return
before reveille. After being moved
to the 3rd floor, I went to the
school gymnasium and swiped the
thick rope used to fold up the
basketball backboard and hid it in
a space I made in the floor of my
room. At night, after taps, I would

tie it to the radiator and climb down to flagpole hill, and run across Mary Baldwin
to meet my future wife. After I was caught, I was busted from SFC to private
and sent marching with an M1 for countless hours (rain or shine) outside South Barracks.”

“Fast forward six years in my life: it’s 1969, two weeks after Woodstock, I was married with three kids, when I answered an
ad in a Philadelphia paper ‘Looking for Drummer’. It was placed by two 16 year-old budding musicians, Frankie Gilcken and
Frank Ferrara. The three of us hit it off immediately, and I became part of a rock band initially named the Magic Band. Later we

changed our name to BANG with a slogan ‘Music shot from guns’.
“BANG’s crazed ascent up the ranks of proto-metal pioneers is near-legendary among the

underground circles. From out of nowhere, BANG’s first real gig was opening up that night for Rod
Stewart & Faces, Deep Purple and Mathew’s Southern Comfort. “BANG produced a series of
albums for Capitol Records toured with most of the big rock acts of the early 1970’s, from Black
Sabbath to Ike & Tina Turner; from the Allman Brothers to Parliament Funkadelics. Believe it or
not, Bruce Springsteen even opened for BANG as an acoustic act in Richmond.”

“After all these years,” Tony writes, “the band is still together, writing music, preparing to
release a new album and touring. I have long retired from playing but continue writing the lyrics of
BANG music and also doing graphics and videos. Living in Dallas, I own a custom cabinet company
‘Priced Per Foot’. Frank lives in Philly, and strangely enough, Frankie lives in Staunton, VA, with
the cousin of my ex, the ‘Town Girl’. One big circle in life.”

tonyd@BANGmusic.com
Edits by Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59

L to R Frankie Gilcken, Guitar & Vocals; Frank
Ferrara, Bass & Lead Vocals;
Tony Diorio, Drums & Lyrics

Tony Diorio today.

First Capitol Records release of BANG.

Life as a Cadet - AMA

In the late 1960’s, while I was a cadet at the Staunton
Military Academy (SMA), military schools dotted the
Shenandoah Valley and the foothills of the Blue Ridge
Mountains from Washington, DC to the border of North
Carolina. Augusta Military Academy  (AMA), Massanutten
Military Academy (MMA), Fishburne Military School
(FMS), Hargrave Military Academy (HMA), Greenbrier
Military School (GMS), Randolph Macon Academy
(RMA), and Fork Union Military Academy (FUMA) all
lay within a hundred miles of SMA.

By Gregory P. Robertson

The Day the Cadets of the Augusta Military Academy Became Human

These military academies had formed their own sports
leagues and competed against each other to the exclusion
of most of the public schools in the state. This, of course,
fueled rivalries between the schools that fostered a feeling
of superiority for the cadets of one’s own school.

Staunton Military Academy was, of course, at least in
my mind and the minds of my fellow Stauntonians, the best
of all these schools. We felt that if the students at the other
schools had been good enough, they would have attended
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SMA. They would have not been sent to those other less
important schools. We felt that there must have been
something wrong with them to the point of thinking of them
as sub-human. We even took their school initials and formed
new names for them.  Hargrave Military Academy  became
Half a Military Academy. Massanutten Military Academy
became Mass of Nothing Military Academy and Fishburne
Military School became Fishy Smelling Military School.
Greenbrier Military School became Gross Military School
and Randolph-Macon took on the name Raunchy-Bacon
Military Academy. Augusta Military Academy became
Almost a Military Academy and I’ll leave it to the reader to
guess the nickname for Fork Union Military Academy.

Now, I’m sure that the other Military Academies had
their own nicknames for SMA. Names like Superior Military
Academy, Super Military Academy, and Stupendous Military
Academy are the ones that come to mind.

I especially pitied those poor AMA cadets that I saw
from time to time wandering around the town of Staunton.
(Actually, they were the only other cadets I ever saw while
at Staunton.) Their uniforms were off color and never seemed
to fit quite right with jackets that didn’t go down far enough.
Their emblems and badges were dyed wrong and looked out
of place where they wore them on their uniforms. Also, they
were so inept at being around people that they were relegated
to a school so far out of town that they had to take taxis back
and forth. I felt that it was too bad that their parents didn’t
care about them enough to send them to Staunton. That feeling
changed one day though, long after I had graduated and both
schools had closed.

The year was 1990, and my wife and I were attending
the 20th reunion of my SMA graduation. I had told her the
story of my 1966 raid on AMA (Life As A Cadet article
published in the Kablegram November, 2009). I decided that
we should take a ride up there so she could see the scene of
the crime. I knew that AMA had also closed. For those of
you that do not know the story of AMA’s closure, AMA closed
in January of 1984 with little warning to the cadets and their
families. The reason for the closure was basically the same
as SMA’s. Declining enrollments and no capital reserves to
see them through the storm.

When we got to AMA’s front entrance, a man and woman
were standing in front of the locked gates peering through
the bars. The man turned out to be a 1961 graduate of AMA
and had never returned to that Academy before then. He
had not even known until he arrived at the locked gate that
AMA had closed. We discussed the demise of our individual
schools including the inability for me to walk the old grounds
of the school. The new owners of the old SMA campus,
Mary Baldwin College, did not welcome SMA Alumni on the
grounds at that time.

He looked through the gates at his old home and said,
“Well, nobody’s keeping me out of my school.”

With that, he climbed over the stone wall. I quickly
followed and after a bit of coaxing, the wives became part of
my second invasion of AMA. With our guide leading, we
purposely made our way up the broken asphalt road toward
the buildings. The grounds appeared to be in caretaker status
with some minor repairs of the facilities under way. Our guide
showed us the parade ground, took us through the gym and
assembly hall, showed us the mess hall (through the windows),
walked us around the outside of the Big Barracks (it was
boarded up), and finished at a building with classrooms that
we could view (once again through the windows).

The state of one of these classrooms had a profound
effect on me. This particular classroom was in a wooden
building and I am guessing that it was probably one of the
original buildings dating back to the 1800’s. There was a porch
that allowed us to look into large windows. The windows
faced east and would have presented a view of the morning
sun along with the Blue Ridge Mountains to anyone sitting in
the desks behind them.

The view through those dirty windows from our side
presented a time capsule to our eyes. A classroom, frozen at
a point of distress for the cadets of AMA, stared back at us.
The desks still sat in neat rows with pencils laying in the
grooves at the top. Books lay silent and dusty on the racks
beneath the chairs. On the blackboard, a message was written
in white chalk.

“Have a great Christmas. See you in January.”
It was a wish of a happy time of leave back home and a

promise of traditions to come as they had for over a hundred
years. It was a promise not kept through the fault of no one
in particular, only of the times and the situation.

I pressed my face against that window and stared at the
dusty remnants of lives left unfinished. My mind’s eye filled
the room with young cadets. Some were listening intently to
the instructor; some were staring out the windows toward
the athletic field and the mountains beyond. I turned to face
the barracks, and once again my mind’s eye did it’s magic,
and I saw cadets streaming from the entrance moving swiftly
to some formation or class. As I looked east out onto the
parade field, the battalion of cadets marched by with their
flags snapping in the breeze as the drum line of the cadet
band beat out the cadence. It wasn’t a hallucination, only a
realization that these cadets were just like me. They had hopes,
dreams, traditions, and the sorrow of losing something dear
to them. In my mind, they had turned from things to be pitied
and joked about to brothers of the long Grey Line. They were
another battalion in the Army that was the Corps of Cadets
of Virginia. In my mind, I came to attention and saluted those
long disappeared cadets with their sorrowful loss, now part
of my own forever.

The building that contained that classroom no longer
exists, which is a shame. It would have been a wonderful
annex to the AMA Alumni Museum to show part of everyday
cadet life.  However, in my memory, it will live forever.

Cadet Viner in 1969.

Cadet Tompkins in 1969.

 Cadet Rigney in 1950.

Cadet Perry in 1956.

memberships at the Detroit Athletic Club and the Birmingham
Athletic Club, and enjoyed tennis, squash and fine dining at
both establishments. A long-time runner, he often ran in 5K
races to benefit local charities, and ran and walked as long
as he could. Jim supported a number of charitable
organizations, and donated countless hours to those
organizations with his time and business acumen. He was on
the Detroit Council of Camp Fire Girls for many years,
serving as treasurer and financial advisor. He particularly
enjoyed Christmas gift-wrapping with the Garden City Rotary
Club. Through his connections with both Garden City and
Westland civic organizations, he supported many local
charities, benefiting the people of those communities.

He will be remembered by his family and friends as a
committed family man, a strong leader in business and
community, an active athlete, a devoutly religious Presbyterian,
and an exceeding generous man with his time and resources.
He was deeply loved and will be so missed.

Originally published at: http://deathnotices.michigan.com.

Robert Perry, SMA ‘56

Robert D. Perry, 76 of
Harbor Springs, died on
Tuesday, December 10,
2013 at home. Born on
April 11, 1937 in Ann
Arbor, he was the son of
Robert G. and Melba J.
(Hudkins) Perry. Bob was
the owner of Westland Furniture.  He
graduated from Staunton Military
Academy in 1956.  Robert will be
remembered as the former coach of

Ann Arbor Amateur Hockey Association and Huron High
School hockey from the 1960’s through the 1980’s. He was
a devoted family man and enjoyed skiing and golf. Bob was
an Ann Arbor Golf and Outing member.

He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Pat; a daughter
Paige Perry; sons Mark (Charlotte) and Brett Perry;
grandchildren, Matt, Melissa and Allie; and a sister, Linda
(Lynn) Perdue.

He was preceded in death by a granddaughter, Brittany
Perry. At his request, cremation has taken place, and his
family will remember him privately. Memorial contributions
in his memory may go to Dawn Farms, 6633 Stoney Creek
Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48197.
Published in Ann Arbor News on Dec. 19, 2013

Raymond P. Rigney, SMA PG ‘50

Raymond Rigney, of Greece, NY,
passed away suddenly on September
9, 2015.  He was predeceased by his
parents, three brothers, and two
sisters.  He is survived by his loving
wife of 58 years, Bernice; daughter,
Amy (Chris) LaBella; sons, William
F. (Kathryn) Rigney and John (Dana)
Rigney; and granddaughter Fiona
Rigney.

Mr. Rigney was born in
Rochester, NY to Marie and Ed
Rigney.  He attended Staunton Military Academy as a
post graduate (PG) in 1950.  A graduate of Villanova
University he married Bernice Frawley in 1957.  Mr. Rigney
owned and operated Clancy Carting and Storage Company.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the
School of the Holy Childhood School, 100 Groton Pkwy,
Rochester, NY 14623 to Villanova University, 800 Lancaster

Ave., Villanova, PA 19085.

Rev. Dr. George Tompkins, SMA ‘69

Editor’s note:  Other than
the report of his passing,
no information is
available at press time.

William Rock Viner, SMA ‘69

William Rock Viner, SMA
’69, of Swanton, MD passed away
on August 25, 2015 after a two year
struggle with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s
Disease).
Editor’s note:  Other than this
short report, no information is
available at press time.
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parents John and Caroln Mitchell and brother David S.
Mitchell.

Donations may be made to the All Saints Church or the
American Cancer Society.

Originally published in the Charolais Journal in
August, 2015.

James E. North, SMA ‘48.

Born in Detroit, Michigan on
August 16, 1930.  He passed
peacefully on October 28, 2015.
“Jim” North was born on August 16,
1930 to Raymond and Lovie North
at Ford Hospital. He graduated
from Staunton Military Academy
in Staunton, Virginia in
1948, and then attended
Michigan State University,
participating in Army
ROTC and majoring in

business. As a member of Sigma Nu fraternity, he
worked as a busboy at Alpha Chi Omega sorority,
where he met his future wife, “Jeannie” Collinson.
After graduation he began service in the Army as
a 2nd Lieutenant, stationed in New York City, and
on July 24, 1953, married his college sweetheart at
Grosse Pointe Memorial Church, recently celebrating their
62nd anniversary. Jim was a most devoted husband to Jean;
and loving father to Amy Joan North, J. Douglas (Gwen),
Thomas Collinson (fiancée Dana), and Jody North Woods
(Barry); and loving grandfather to Laura, Molly, Peyton,
Maddie, Colin, Kenzie, Haley, Riley, Wilder, Tommy, Alisha,
and Andrew. Preceded in death by his parents, and his sister,
Mary Lou North. He was also preceded in death, very
recently, by his dear cousin, Francis Kobliska, with whom he
was lifelong friends and who became a business partner.

Most important to Jim were his family and participating
in the many activities they were able to enjoy together. The
family cottage at Rondeau Park, Ontario was the place where
he grew up, met lifelong friends, including George Sutton and
“Shill” (Don Shillington), spent summers sailing on Lake Erie,
and developed a love of boating. In 1961, Jim and Jean
discovered snow skiing, and were forever changed! The next
year they taught their children to ski, and thus began a lifelong
love of the snow covered slopes of Boyne Highlands, Boyne
Mountain, the many resorts of Colorado, and ultimately, Alta,
Utah. He was at total peace floating through fresh powder,
listening to John Denver tunes on his “Walkman”, or cruising
Walloon Lake, a grandchild on his lap, as “Captain Papa” on
his beloved float boat, filled with family and friends. He and

Jean eventually began spending their summer and winter
vacation time at Wildwood on Walloon, near Boyne City,
developing many “northern” friends, and devoting their time
to Wildwood Harbor preservation activities and groups. He
served multiple terms as President of the Wildwood on
Walloon Condo Association, covering many years. Throughout
their marriage, he and Jean traveled extensively, visiting many
countries throughout Europe, the Caribbean and South Pacific,
as well as Hawaii, Alaska, and Canada. He was thrilled to go
Heli-skiing with his sons in British Columbia, Canada. He
loved attending exciting sporting events including the many
high school sports in which his children participated. He also
enjoyed attending major sporting events; the 1988 and 2002
Olympics games, the Ryder Cup in Valderrama, Spain, The
U.S. Open, Masters and PGA golf tournaments. He collected
pins from his travels, and amassed a large collection from
many events and venues throughout his travels.

Jim also cherished a lifelong commitment to Northbrook
Presbyterian Church, of which he and Jean were
charter members in 1960. He served numerous
terms as an Elder, and donated countless hours in
many other capacities; whatever was needed, he
would do. He could often be found greeting and
ushering, serving Communion, working at the garage
sale and outdoor clean-ups, and at many other
church functions. Jim spent his entire career as an
automobile dealer, eventually taking over the helm
at the family business, North Brothers Ford. He
subsequently opened several other dealerships, and

was involved in many automotive-related organizations
throughout his career, including the Detroit Chamber of
Commerce, the Metro Detroit Ford Dealers, Ford Dealers
Advertising Fund, Ford Dealer National Council, Detroit Auto
Dealers Association, Ford Dealers Association, and the
Michigan Auto Dealers Association, serving as Director in
most of them numerous times. He was incredibly organized,
always preparing packing lists well in advance of his travels,
meetings, etc. and always had a small notecard in his pocket
for his daily “To Do” list. Through
his many business contacts, he
became involved in the Garden
City Rotary Club, and celebrated
the 50th anniversary of his
membership in the organization
with a special ceremony three
years ago. He enjoyed the weekly
lunch meetings with his longtime
Rotary friends, and missed that
activity when he was no longer able
to attend. He was also a member
of Kiwanis, and Ashlar Lodge #91
F. A. M. He maintained long

SMA Hall of Fame: Ed Beard, SMA ‘60

Edward Leroy Beard (born December 9, 1939 in
Chesapeake, Virginia) was a 1959 graduate of Oscar F. Smith
High School in South Norfolk, VA. Beard was an All-American
in football and also State Heavyweight Wrestling Champion in
1957 when his high school, Oscar F. Smith, did not have a
wrestling team (the only time this has ever been accomplished
by a wrestler) In 1960, Beard completed his post-graduate
year at Staunton Military Academy (SMA), where he was a
standout football player. Beard then played two years of college
football at Tennessee before joining the Army, where he was
selected Outstanding Player on the Army football team.

Drafted by the San Francisco 49ers in 1964, Beard was a
special teams captain and middle linebacker; during his eight
years with the team, San Francisco won the NFC West three

years in a row. Beard won the Len Eshmont award in 1971 (given to the Niner who best exemplifies the “inspirational and
courageous play” of Len Eshmont, a player from the original 1946 Forty Niners team) and was the first special teams captain
in NFL history. After his career was cut short by injuries, Beard served as linebackers coach for the 49ers (1973-77), the
New Orleans Saints (1978 – 80), and later became defensive coordinator for the Detroit Lions (1983 – 84).

In 1996, the football field at Oscar Smith High School was renamed Beard-DeLong-Easley Field in honor of Beard and
fellow alumni Steve DeLong and Kenny Easley. In 2002, Beard was inducted into the Virginia Sports Hall of Fame. He was
also honored along with other former 49ers on November 5, 2006 at an Alumni Day.

After leaving football, Beard entered the contracting business and helped promote country music in the greater Hampton
Roads area.

On October 23, 2011 Beard was riding his bicycle in the north section of Chesapeake, VA, and saw a person being
beaten by about 15-20 teenagers. He stopped to help the victim but was attacked by the group of youths and suffered a
concussion, cuts, and bruises. Beard stated he would continue working with youth groups, something he had done for several
years. As of March 2013, four of those involved had been sentenced to jail time. Beard stated he hoped this would help them
turn their lives around.

The last paragraph of Ed’s write-up for the Virginia Sports Hall of Fame states, “Teammates referred to Beard as “Biggie”,
because he always played bigger and better than his size. That’s what heart will do for you, and no one had a bigger heart for
competition and excellence than Ed Beard.”

Wikipedia; fanbase.com/Ed-Beard; and vshfm.com
Edits by Kelly McGavock. SMA ’59

Two Speakers for the 2016 Reunion.  The Reunion Committee has announced that there will be two speakers at our formal
banquet on April 16th, 2016 at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel.  The speakers are Ned Bonfoey, an SMA faculty member,
Coach, and Commandant in the 1960’s and 1970’s and Mike Bragg, SMA ’64, who went on to play for 12 years in the
National Football League as a punter for the Washington Redskins.  The reunion dates are April 15 – 17, 2016.

Deadline for February Issue.  The next issue of the Kablegram-Leader is scheduled for delivery in February of 2016.
Please submit your articles (with pictures) by January 15th in order to ensure their inclusion.

James E. North

Cadet North in 1948.
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John Martin “Marty” Gancsos, SMA ‘68

John Martin “Marty” Gancsos,
age 64 of Aspen, Colorado died
Monday, February 23, 2015 doing
what he loved, making powder turns.

He is survived by his partner in
life of 37 years Marilyn Anderson;
his brother Tom Gancsos; aunts and
uncles Nancy (Hines) Seagers, Dave
(and Karen) Hines, Carol (Hines)
and Bob Flynn; cousin Mark Hines;
and nieces Caitlin, Mackenzie,
Meaghan, and Molly. He is

predeceased by his parents John and Barbara (Hines)
Gancsos; and his sister Marcia.

Born April 13, 1950, Marty grew up in Johnstown
Pennsylvania. After graduating from Staunton Military
Academy in Staunton, Virginia, he earned his Bachelor’s
degree from the University of Maryland. In 1974 Marty
arrived in Aspen, Colorado and knew he was home. Soon
the town became a part of him as much as he
became a part of Aspen.

Like all ski bums, Marty held a host of jobs in
order to enjoy his passions. He operated a small
painting and maintenance business over the years
and worked at numerous restaurants including the
Chart House, the Steak Pit and more currently Little
Annie’s. For a time, he was co-owner of a
restaurant called “County Road Ltd.”

A highly accomplished skier and kayaker, most
days you could find Marty either on the slopes or
on the river. In 1978, he met his sidekick, best friend, and
companion, Marilyn Anderson. From kayaking in Costa Rica
to heli-skiing in Alaska, Marty and Marilyn formed an
unbreakable bond while chasing their passion and fulfilling
their bucket list.

Heartfelt thanks go out to everyone who offered Marty
their friendship throughout his life, to Aspen Mountain Ski
Patrol, Mountain Rescue, and the Sheriff’s Department and
to the many who are being supportive during this life passage.

Free spirit, true ski bum, avid
kayaker and greatest of friends,
Marty, your enthusiasm and
enthusiastic “Life is Good. Oh
yeah, baby” will truly be missed.

Please make contributions to
Mountain Rescue and go make a
few turns in Marty’s honor. And
please thank Mountain Rescue,
Aspen Ski Patrol, and the
Sheriff ’s Department for
everything they do for our
community.

George Richard Howard, SMA ’58

George Richard Howard, age 74, of
Marietta, Georgia, passed away on
January 3, 2015. 
Editor’s note:  Other than this
short report, no information is
available at press time.

John S. Mitchell Jr., SMA ‘57

John S. Mitchell, Jr.,
Koshkonong, Missouri passed away
peacefully at his home Jone 12 after
a long battle with cancer.  A

celebration of his life was
held June 15.  He was born
March 1, 1939 in Wilkes-
Barre, Pennsylvania.  He
graduated from Staunton
Military Academy in
1957.  In 1961, he married
Bonnie Lea Shuman, and
they started a long journey together.

A veteran of the United States Marine Corps,
member of the Marine Corps League and an Eagle

Scout, Mitchell earned his Master of Science in Agriculture
at the University of Florida in 1966.  Mitchell spent his entire
career working with Charolais cattle, managing operationsa
in Connecticut, North Carolina, Mississippi, and Missouri
before founding Mitchell Management, a purebred sales
management business in 192.  He was a member of the
Missouri Charolais Association and the American
International Charolais Association.

Mitchell was also a member of the All Saints Episcopal
Church in West Plains, Missouri and served on the vestry.
An avid sports fan, he enjoyed the New York Yankees and
his alma mater, the Florida Gators.  He was a volunteer and
a favorite substitute teacher, which kept him young at heart.

He is survived by his wife; son Brush S. Mitchell, his
wife, Connie, and grandson, Jacob, of Mountain Grove,
Missouri; son John S. Mitchell III and granddaughter, Stacie,
of Koshkonong, Missouri; and son Clifford C. Mitchell of
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  Sister Carolynb and Vince
Radkins of Str. Helena Island, South Carolina, and brother
Walker W. Mitchell and wife Charo of Madrid, Spain. He
was preceded in death by son Russell Walker Mitchel; his

Mystery Pin
By Gregory Robertson, SMA ‘70

Recently, the pin pictured here was purchased by the SMA History
Project. What this pin represented and how long ago it was made
remain a mystery. Brocky Nicely, the SMAAA Museum Curator, and
Gregory Robertson, the SMAAA Historian, have never seen an
example of this pin style before. The 1779 date on the front does not
match up with any known date that is relevant to SMA.

There are two letters (G.F.) stamped into the back. A review of past cadets with those
initials has yielded no clue as to the purpose of the pin. The pin is small (3/8" dia.) and resembles
a lapel pin. One commenter on Facebook has suggested that the font used on the pin dates to
the early 1900’s.

If anyone can help shed some light on the origin, purpose, and age on this pin, please
email Gregory Robertson at gregory@smahistory.com, or Brocky Nicely at brocky1@ntelos.net.

Front of pin shows “1779”. Back Side of the pin shows
initials “G.F.”.

Mystery Pin compared
to a U.S. dime.

The Staunton Military Academy History Project is complete. The last two chapters of the project, Chapter 11 - The Corps
& Chapter 13 – The Faculty and Staff, were uploaded to the SMA History Project website (www.smahistory.com) on
September 9, 2015. This completes the undertaking started in 2007 to provide a true and complete history of the Staunton
Military Academy.

We will continue to provide updates to the website as new information is uncovered and add any unique photographs,
postcards, videos or ads. Also, we will update the chapters containing the catalogs, Scimitars, yearbooks, and cadet newspapers
whenever additional pieces are available.

Within the next year or two, we will be turning ownership of the SMA History Project website over to the SMAAA for
incorporation into the soon to be redesigned SMA Alumni website. To the user of our website, this move will be transparent
and access to the history will still be available at www.smahistory.com. This consolidation of the websites will place all online
access of SMA-related material in one place on the web and will help with the longevity of access in accordance with the goals
of the SMA Legacy Fund.

Additionally, we’re working with the SMAAA BOD to create a searchable database of all cadets and faculty to add to the
website. When this searchable database is complete, the user will be able to access all available information concerning a
particular cadet, staff member, or faculty member in one place. This feature, when instituted, will be incorporated into Chapters
11 & 13. Be sure to sign up on the website to get updates on the progress of this feature.

If you have any questions or comments concerning the SMA History Project or the website, please send an email to
gregory@smahistory.com

SMA HISTORY PROJECT COMPLETED
By Gregory P. Robertson, SMA ‘70

Cadet Gancsos in 1968.

John “Marty” Gancsos.

  Cadet Howard in 1958.

Cadet Mitchell in 1957.
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Ronald Wayne Black, SMA ‘57

Ronald Wayne Black passed
away on October 24, 2014 in
Orlando, FL. After graduating
from Staunton Military Academy,
Ron attended Georgia Institute of
Technology. He worked for Martin
Marietta Corporation for a number
of years as a Senior Engineer in the
development of various projects.
During this time, he and his wife
Margaret spent a couple of years in
Germany. He later became a real
estate developer and broker

representing many large companies. 
Ron was a member of the Central Florida chapter of

The Explorers Club. He enjoyed hunting, fishing, skeet, trap,
travel and aviation. Ron is survived by his wife Margaret A.
Black of 51 years, son Ronald W. Black, Jr. of Winter Park,
Florida, daughter Amy M. Black and her husband Craig S.
Samford of Albuquerque, New Mexico and their son Weyland
R. Samford, brother-in-law James Anderson and
his wife Betty of Savannah, Georgia. 

Ron had a great memory
and capacity for detail. He
had a love of learning and
pursued many endeavors
throughout his life. He served
as a mentor to many and
enjoyed teaching and helping
others. He was always
smiling and never met a
stranger. Ron was a loving husband,
father and friend. He was full of life
and will be remembered as a generous
and giving person who was devoted to

his family and friends. He is deeply missed. 

Edwin B. Brown, SMA ‘54

Edwin “Ed” Beecher Brown, 78,
died Tuesday, March 3, 2015, at
Augusta Health. He was born Feb.
14, 1937, in Huntington, West Virginia,
a son of the late Dr. Leland Coffey
Brown and Marjorie Mower Brown.

After graduating from
Staunton Military Academy, he
attended the University of Virginia and
spent two years in active duty with
the U.S. Navy. After completing his
undergraduate studies at the

University of Virginia, Mr. Brown enrolled at the University
of Virginia Law School where he earned his Bachelor of
Laws degree and subsequently worked primarily as a company
attorney for financial institutions.

Ed had a passion for history and genealogy. He was a
member and legal advisor to the Augusta County Genealogical
Society, as well as a member of the Augusta County Historical
Society having served previously as a member of the board.
In addition, he was a member of the Staunton Rotary Club
and the Wednesday Morning Breakfast Group. He also
compiled and published a comprehensive genealogy of the
James Brown family of Augusta County, Virginia, which is
widely used by libraries throughout the United States. Mr.
Brown was active in the restoration of the R.R. Smith Center
and other historical projects, and was a member of the First
Presbyterian Church.

He is survived by his son, Dr. Edwin Roman Brown and
his wife, Mirtha Vallini Brown, of Lexington, South Carolina;
a daughter, Martha Anne Russell of Crozet; grandchildren,
Edwin Daniel Brown, Anna Sofia Brown, Joseph Boyd
Brown, Michael Roman Brown, Genevieve Sophia Russell
and Audrey Irene Russell; a brother, Kirk Mower Brown of

Hampton; nephews, Kirk Michael Brown and
Roman Sachno III; and nieces, Vinessa Miccio
Sachno and Erika Adriana Sachno. He was
preceded in death by his wife, Yaroslava Sofia
(Sachno) Brown; and daughter, Dr. Katherine
Jaroslava Brown.

A life fully lived, with character, purpose and
love.  In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may
be made to the Augusta County Genealogical
Society, P.O. Box 436, Fishersville, VA 22939, or
the First Presbyterian Church, 100 E. Frederick

St., Staunton, VA 24401.

Allan Sykes Fox, SMA ‘71

Allan, a resident of Falls
Church, VA,  was born on October
29, 1952 and passed away on

Thursday,
February
19, 2015.
H e
graduated
from Staunton Military
Academy in 1971.

Editor’s note:  Other than this
short report, no information is
available at press time.

letters and emailsletters and emailsletters and emailsletters and emailsletters and emails
January 27, 2015

Burdette,

Hi! Hope you are doing well and getting ready for the next
reunion. I wanted to bring to your attention some outstanding
work that Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59, has been doing to enhance
the SMA Hall of Fame page on the web site.  Kelly has been
working since last summer to develop individual biographies on
each of the entries on the HoF page.  It’s now about 95%
complete.  In helping Kelly with the uploading and posting of
these bios, it became apparent that there’s a lot of unknown
history here about many of our alumnus, staff and coaches. 
This was the exact reason that I created the HoF page to begin
with, because none of these guys were talked about while I was
there.

So, here’s my suggestion: start publishing these bios in the
Kablegram-Leader.  Publish one in each issue.  Some of them
make for some really interesting and amazing reading.
 Here’s the link to the HoF page: http://www.sma-alumni.org/
halloffame.htm.

TDH,
Mark Orr, SMA ‘73
SMA Alumni Assoc. Webmaster

Editor’s note.  Thanks for the great idea, Mark.  The first bio is
in this issue!

Mark et al,
January 27th, 2015

I recommend that whoever is selecting the Hall of Fame
member for the Kablegram-Leader issue just prior to the annual
reunion try to pick someone related to one of the classes being
honored.  That might stimulate attendance and conversation at
the respective reunions.

It has been a real honor and privilege to be involved in this
project and to learn and write about the Hall of Famers.

Kelly McGavock, SMA ‘59

To SMA Alumni

April 20, 2015
Thank you for your

support.  I really
appreciated this award,
as it has given me even
more encouragement
towards my education
and leadership abilities.
Very Respectfully,
C/CPL Ashley Petersen

To SMA Alumni,
June 1, 2015
My name is Carolyn Denny; you may remember me from the

SMA banquet as the 1st

Captain who could not get
the tickets out of the raffle
bottles.  Nonetheless, I
am writing today to inform
you that I have recently
graduated from MBC/
VWIL and commissioned
into the United States
Army.  Over the years, I
have enjoyed meeting you
all and look forward to
possibly running into
you in future parades…
as a part of the audience!
:&  I’d also like to thank you all for awarding me the scholarship
in 2014; your support made the difference.

Thanks again,
Carolyn Denny

Dearest Arlene and everybody whose name is on the wondrous
gift, 7/15/2015

Other than being there, you could not have sent me a more
wonderful gift!  I was so disappointed that I didn’t get to the
banquet, knowing it was time to see everyone again.

Next month, I turn 104 (if I make it).  I sleep with oxygen now,
have four breathing treatments, and two inhalements daily, plus
a handful of pills.  Otherwise, I’m fine.  People think I look great!
If only my lungs were… (COPD)

Do hope to see everyone again soon,
Dot Thacker, SMA Staff
Editor’s note: After the past reunion, we sent Mrs. Thacker a
framed picture of the SMA and VWIL flags with signatures of
the alumni attending the banquet.

In 2014, Cadet Carolyn Denny
received  the Henry Scholarship

Honoring SMA ($2,500).

Cadet Ashley Petersen was awarded
the Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship

($2,500) 2015.Cadet Brown in 1954.

  Ronald Wayne Black.

Cadet Black in 1957.

Cadet Fox in 1971.

Allan Sykes Fox.
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SOME THOUGHTS FROM A VISIT TO THE HILL
By Robert Brack, SMA PG ‘72

In the twilight of my years, I can still make out his
shadow there as a noble form rustles past an open window,
and linen curtains billow in the gentle breeze.  I close my
eyes, and my mind returns to the classrooms of my youth,
“Oh, Shenandoah… how I long to see you”… once more.
How I long to savor the sweet flavor of your whispered
call and breathe he succulent blossoms of your spring.  But
alas, all has been relegated to that lovely land of perfumed
memories, or have they?

As my mind returns for the briefest of respites to the
precious days of my prolonged adolescence, I can see his
bearded image glaring down at me… beckoning “manly
boys” to come to him for the last lessons of youth that
would prepare them to put away their “childish things” for
the final time.  William H. Kable, son of the western
mountains, was an educator first, but when his country
called, he shelved his precious books for a season to become
a proud, honorable soldier, whose faithful horse was shot
out from under him during the debacle of Gettysburg.
Bobby, himself, called this tall, staunch teacher “a good
officer”.  After Appomattox, Kable returned home to
resurrect the dreams of his youth by rebuilding a school
from the cinders of dreams long since scattered on the
winds of time.  He dreamt of building a ship of hope from
the ashes of those broken dreams.

If you close your eyes, you too can just make out his
form: moving strongly, confidently by that open window,
as twilight fades to dusk, and a wary world lays down her

hallowed head for a peaceful night’s rest.  His stealthy
shadow slithers among the trees, and if you close your
eyes and listen with your heart, you can still make out his
whisper: “Truth, Duty, Honor.”  Old boys… ne’er forget!

The ancient stones on the hill serve another purpose
these days.  They house another’s dream, but the marks
of his legacy cannot be chiseled away quite so easily.  His
old boys have become old men.  They went on to become
good fathers and sons, grandfathers and faithful friends,
educators themselves and vessels that hold the contents
of that sacred cup, generals and colonels, congressmen,
businessmen and builders, counselors to Presidents, and
keepers of the law and faith.

It has been said that the dream of William H. Kable
expired one day long ago, but standing here on that hill,
looking off into the distance, I do not think so.  As he himself
learned so long ago, the dream can never die so long as
one dreamer dares to draw breath, so long as one of these
old boys stoops to still the quivering hand of a frightened
child, so long as so many of his precious boys sleep beneath
the fertile field of the distant lands that they helped to set
free.  But when our time comes, and we breathe the
precious vapors of that far away valley for the last time,
as we cross that sacred river, there up on that hill, an old
soldier will beckon, “Come to me, my faithful sons.  You
told the truth; you did your duty; you served your country
with honor and distinction.”  His dream shall never die; so
long as one of you draws breath.

December  2015    Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73

SPONSORSHIP PROJECTS UPDATE     SMA EAGLE RESTORATION

At the time of this writing the SMA Eagle restoration project is
well underway but not quite complete. With the donations of many of
you, we have raised more than enough money to complete this
restoration including a new canopy over the eagle which will protect it
from the harsh elements.  (See the photo above.)

We hope to report in the next edition of the Kablegram-Leader
that the project is complete. We will provide a full description of the
work that was done to restore the eagle along with ‘before’ and ‘after’
photos.

Thanks,

Peter Birckhead
Legacy Fund Chairman
SMA ‘73

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT

The new canopy, designed to protect the SMA Eagle, is
complete. The eagle, covered in plastic, is still under repair.

VWIL        NEWS

SAFE!  MBU/VWIL Graduate
Courtney Clausi, VWIL ’12,
made the all-Army women’s

softball team.  She was
commissioned as an Army Aviator,

piloting Blackhawks.

Cadet Sergeant Koomson ’17 meets with US Coast
Guard Recruiters about the USCG Commissioning
Scholarship Program.  Several VWIL cadets will
compete nationally in January 2016.

Air Force ROTC Cadets from VWIL with Air Force Colonels Carriker (HQ ROTC) and Webb (VMI’s Det 880 Commander). October 2015.
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December  2015    Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73

HOWIE BUST SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY!

We have another project that needs your help!  The Howie Bust in Kable Courtyard needs a new nighttime lighting
package. The current lighting package is insufficient and does not do the bust justice. Although exact costs are not available at
the time of this writing it is estimated that this project will be in excess of $2000 to do it right.

As many of you know, here is a reprint of the plaque that accompanies the Howie Bust so proudly displayed in Kable
Courtyard. (See photo above.)

THOMAS D. HOWIE
APRIL 12, 1908-JULY 17, 1944

SMA TEACHER, COACH, ALUMNI SECRETARY
COMMANDER 3RD BATTALION 116TH INFANTRY

REGIMENT, 29TH INFANTRY DIVISION.
DURING THE LIBERATION OF NORMANDY, HIS

CHALLENGE TO HIS TROOPS WAS
“I’LL SEE YOU IN ST. LO”

AFTER HE FELL THEY ENTERED THE CITY AND
PLACED HIS FLAG DRAPED COFFIN IN THE

RUINS OF SAINT CROIX CHURCH WHERE, FOR
IN HIS NATIONS’ HISTORY, HE IS

“THE MAJOR OF ST. LO”
“DEAD IN FRANCE—DEATHLESS IN FAME”.

 
Please consider a donation to help properly light the Howie Bust at night so that all can enjoy regardless of when they

are passing by this iconic treasure of our alumni association. When sending in your donation, please be certain to note on your
check “Howie Bust”.

Thanks,

Peter Birckhead
Legacy Fund Chairman
SMA ‘73

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT

The Howie Bust in Kable Courtyard.

VWIL        NEWS

Dr Fox and the VWIL Corps of Cadets hosted a Veterans
Appreciation Dinner for local veterans.  MAJ Guarino, VWIL
Class of 2005, was the guest speaker(upper right).  The local
MOAA chapter presented a $1000 scholarship to Cadet
Corporal Caton(lower right).  November 2015.

General Dunford, USMC Commandant meets with VWIL Cadets at Colonel Looney’s retirement.  May 2015.
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Another 0630 Run.  During Founders’ week, VWIL Corps of Cadets celebrate Mary Baldwin’s birthday with a morning Corps run.  October 2015.

COL Coffin, 116th IBCT Regimental Commander congratulates
the VWIL Color Guard for a job well done at the Stonewall

Jackson Brigade’s annual muster. November 2015.

VWIL Color Guard presents colors for
Air Force Jazz Band Concert. November 2015.

Marching Band – Then and Now!  SMA and VWIL ‘s formal photo in front of the Mess Hall.

Updated as of  11-6-15, 2015

By Peter Birckhead ‘73  peterbirckhead@comcast.net   713-819-1980

WE HAVE NOW EXCEEDED $823,000+  IN DONATIONS

Thanks to all of our alumni who have generously given to the Legacy Fund, we have now exceeded $823K in donations,
pledges, and life insurance death benefit designations. While monies and donations continue to come in for the Legacy Fund,
both in donations to the Heritage Fund (supporting the SMAAA and Museum) and donations to the Truth, Duty, and Honor
Fund (supporting The VWILL Program), we are now 28 months into our 36 campaign and really need your help to reach our
goal of $1.5 Million!.  So please consider a donation, and make it today either my mailing a check or going on line to
www.sma-alumni.org

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)
$100,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)

Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 * (IRA
Beneficiary Designation)
Peter Worth ’57 (cash and pledge) (w/
benches, WWI Monument Restoration,
Museum Signage Package sponsorship, Flag
and Flag Pole upkeep sponsorship and SMA
Eagle sponsorship) *

$60,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Bill Bissett ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Anonymous ’74 *

$30,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino ’75 *

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Richard Henderson ‘63 (pledge) *
Patricia and Herk Wolfe ’49 (w/bench
 sponsorship) *

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 *
John Fuog ’70 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 * (w/SMA Eagle
sponsorship)
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon
Restoration sponsorship) *
John (Jack) Vaughan ’63 (w/bench and
SMA Eagle sponsorship) *

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench
sponsorship) *
Stuart Smith ‘48

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 * (w/SMA
sponsorship)

Charles R. Jenkins ’53 (w/Joan W. Jenkins
 Foundation) *
John Nolde ’63 *
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli (deceased) ’61 *
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74
Leslie Taylor ’66 * (w/SMA Eagle
sponsorship)

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 *
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband

Frank Lee ’52)
Floyd Ostrom ’62 (pledge) *

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Michael Byington ’61 * (deceased)
Burdette Holmes ’62 *
Allen Jones ’48 *

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Birckhead ’73 *
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72
Carter Condon (Patron)
Charlie Drumheller ’66 (w/Cannon
Restoration sponsorship)
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ’68 *
Robert Horvath ’47 *
Warren Hutton ’75 *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)
Anthony C. Korvas’59
Steve Landa ’63 *
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67
Mark Orr ’73
Joseph Ritok ’66 *
Tim Scheel ‘73
Ralph Sebrell ’45
David Shipula ‘73
Peter Stark ’50 *
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VWIL        NEWS

The Corps of Cadets planned and executed a demanding 4-hour
training event for the nULL Class of 2019 on a September Sunday
afternoon.

Dr Anita Blair, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, joined VWIL Corps of Cadets for the Class of 2019’s Induction Parade. August 2015.

In October, members of the VWIL Class of 2016 participated in
Founders’ Day Convocation.

Major Trimble Bailey Spitzer ’99 and Crista Cabe reminisce
about the media’s coverage of VWIL’s first year prior to her

Founders’ Day speech.

Major Trimble Bailey Spitzer, former VWIL First Captain,
discusses traditions with nULLs and cadets. October 2015.

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS) cont.
Louis Stathis ’70 *
Frederick Walton ‘33
Virginia Windley (Don) ‘70
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron) *

$500+ (BENEFACTOR)
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench

sponsorship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench
sponsorship) *
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband
Fred Benson Griffin ’57)
Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Gale and Duke Myers ’60 *
David Rhodes ‘72
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *
Edmund Smith ‘76
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Donald Westbrook ’69 (w/SMA Eagle
 Sponsorship)

$250+ (BENEFACTOR)
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
John Conomikes ’50 *
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Geoffrey Hall ‘65
Tad Hall ’73 *
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Christopher Jones ‘71
William Lambert ’62
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Gordon Milestone ’43 *
Neil J. Rogers ’69 *
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Frank Till ’71 *
John W. Turner ’67 *
Lee Woody ‘47

$200+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anthony Betz ‘67
Peter Brown ‘66
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
Craig E. Hanson ‘74
Tom Howie ‘67
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of
Maj. Thomas Howie) *
Larry Lombari ’69 (w/SMA Eagle
sponsorship)
Edmund Leigh ‘74
Stanley Lesniak ’67 *
Jeffrey Metzel ‘43
Phil Peter ‘50
James H. Stevenson ‘58
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog
Mem. Fund) *

$100+ (BENEFACTOR)
James Adams ’59 *
Richard Beaver ‘56
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57
James Bond ’51 *
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Edward Burka ‘48
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
Jose Colon ’60
Wesley G. Constable ’61 *
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Tony Disher ‘72
George Dunigan ‘64
Philip Farber ’69 (w/SMA Eagle
sponsorship)
Robert Flatford ’66 *
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
William Foard ’56 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ‘51
Mark Hancock ‘62
James Hayslip ’75 *
John C. Hildebrand ‘72
Benjamin Hudson, Jr. ‘54
Sanford Jacobson ’55
Page Kable (Patron) *
Joseph Koch ’53 *
Lee Lawrence ‘56
Robert Lehman ’69 (w/SMA Eagle
sponsorship)
Jon Levy ‘56
Glen MacFadden ’59 *
Randall Melton ‘76
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Stephen Newton ‘62
Russell Ogan ’70 *
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
Peter Phillips ‘50
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
Robert Remaley (Patron)
Wayne Scholtes ‘64
George Shiarella ‘48
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her
 husband Dale Frederick Snell ’56)
Lawrence Steele III ‘61*
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
Clarence Tart ‘53
John R. Taylor ‘72
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Welcome Back Grisdale Family.  Katherine Grisdale Klus ’99 was the guest speaker at our Family Weekend parade in October 2015.  Katherine,
her husband and parents enjoyed reminiscing with current cadets and families about Katherine’s first VWIL parade 20 years ago.

Katherine Klus ’99 posed for photos with the cadets. She shared that her VWIL classmates were always patient for their family paparazzis.

During our 20th Anniversary Year, VWIL created the Top Gun
award to recognize cadets achieving above 3.5 GPA and 90% on
their Strength and Endurance Test during the semester.
Congratulations to Cadet First Captain Kaylyn Lonergan (left),
Cadet Captain Kathrine Narvaez (right), Ensign Amanda Fadden,
and 2LT Carolyn Denny.

During our September 2015 Cadet Awards ceremony, the
Commandant’s Trophy goes to the VWIL Cadet Staff (Large Unit)
and 2nd Platoon (Small Unit).

$100+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
David Tinker ’69 * (w/SMA Eagle
sponsorship)
John T. Turner ‘67
Jeffrey Van Hyning ‘64
Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
Peter Voss ’48 *
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty)
Lee P. Woody ’47 *
Charles Youngman ‘55

$50+ (BENEFACTOR)
Richard Alonzo ’64 *
William Baldwin III ‘64
Bruce Buchanan ‘66
Carol Caldwallader Patron (in honor of Lewis
 Caldwallader ‘55)
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of James
Deehan ’55)
John Diemer ’67 *
Everette Doffermyre ’66 *
Alexander Forester ‘74
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoffry Hall ’64)
Scott Holcomb ‘66
Ben Hollis ’58 *
Ben Hudson ’54
John Kelly ‘57
Barbara Kerne (Patron)
Edward McLorie ’63
Alan Messer ‘68
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of Duke Myers
deceased)
Dan Newman ’60 *
William Pandak ’73 *
Richard Parson ‘60
Edward Patsch ’53 *
COL. Brooke Read ’46 *
AJ Scolio ‘43
Neal Smith ‘66

$50+ (BENEFACTOR)
William Summers ‘60
Robert Tabor ‘58
Jon Walker ‘54
Larry Ward ’51
Fish Bowl in Museum Receipts

$25+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of
her husband John Armstrong’37)
Lee Beard ‘51
David Behuhn ’69 (w/SMA Eagle
Sponsorship)
Howard Brewer, Jr ‘47
Alan Butterworth 51’ *
Robert Clements ‘58
Robert Coyner ’49
Anthony Disher, Jr. ‘72
Michael Deuting ‘59
Carlos Ferro ’51
Frederick Gambke ‘73
Douglas Godwin ‘69
Mark Hannock ‘62
Charles Hnilicka ‘48
Stanley Kaplan ‘54
Stanley Licker ‘55
Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Edward Mann ‘46
Kirk Moberley ’63 *
Michael Meyers ‘59
John Morrow ‘52
John Pennypacker, Jr ‘63
Darrell Richardson ‘67
Hal Schweder ‘40
Randall See ‘75
William Suppes, Jr. ‘45
D. Marshall Taylor ‘75
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
William Tucker, Jr ‘58
Carl Winnefeld ‘61

$10+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong, Patron (in honor of
 husband John, ’37)
Claude L. Crawford ’57 (Faculty)
Daniel Hunt ‘62
Edward McLorie “63
James Spencer (Patron)

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

Thanks to all of these alumni who have supported the Legacy Fund Project.  You have helped to ensure the memories,
traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity, you have helped our alumni association to continue to provide scholarships
and support for organizations (such as the VWIL Program at MBC) that exemplify our core values of Truth, Duty and Honor.

The listing above represents only 10% of living alumni. There are still 90% of those of you who have not made a donation!
Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No amount is too small and all donations are fully tax deductible.  It is easy to donate,
just contact me directly and we can discuss all options available to help you.  Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73, peterbirckhead@gmail.com
or 713-819-1980.

Note.: If you don’t see your name, and you have donated, please let me know. If you have donated more than once and
do not have a “*” next to your name please let me know. Thanks!
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VWIL GALLERY

MBC/VWIL Band pose with Chief Petty Officer Newman (USN, Retired)
before the 2015 Staunton Veterans’ Day Parade. November 2015. Thanks for the Wheels SMA! Navy ROTC midshipmen and Army

ROTC cadets prepare to leave Mary Baldwin at 0700. Thanks to
Staunton Military Academy’s donation of $12,500.00, we were able
to purchase this 2014 Ford E-350 12-passenger van with 34k miles.
This purchase is mission-essential.  This academic year, the VWIL
vans are transporting over 90 cadets between Staunton and
Lexington, 30 round trips a week, 75 miles each round trip, on an
extremely busy section of Interstate 81.

Two All-Female Cadet Corps Meet.

September 2015. MBC/VWIL hosted 60 members of South Korea’s Sungshin University’s all-female cadet corps.  Cadets
discussed similarities and differences between our two programs.  We’re researching a new cadet exchange for one semester
to help grow this tremendous relationship.

SMA GallerySMA GallerySMA GallerySMA GallerySMA Gallery
SMA MUSEUM OPEN HOUSE

On Sunday, August 30th, the SMA-VWIL Museum held an open house for Staunton area alumni. Fifty alumni and their
spouses gathered for the reception immediately following the VWIL nULL induction parade. The open house provided an
opportunity for former cadets and faculty members to meet and rekindle old friendships. Tom Davis, the Alumni Association
President, spoke briefly on the alumni efforts to keep the museum open more hours and the need for volunteers. Jim Rice ’63,
a local alumni, led the efforts to contact all local SMA alumni by phone. General Terry Djuric and a small contingent of VWIL
Cadets were in attendance and available for questions on the VWIL program. It is hoped that this type of event will continue
locally and that others with a numerous concentration of alumni hold similar gatherings.

VWIL Cadet samples the fruit/salad table.
Jack Lowe, SMA '49 and Henry Roller Shipplet, SMA '67

Cy Painter, SMA ’57, with his wife Vickie. Ralph Sebrill, SMA ’45 with General Djuric,
VWIL Commandant, in the background.



—14— —19—

VWIL        NEWS
VWIL Celebrates It’s 20th Year

Happy Holidays from the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership!  There is so much good news to share with our
SMA and VWIL alum and friends.  The VWIL Corps of Cadets are so proud of their role in reaching 20 years and charting the
path for a very bright VWIL future.  We have two of many positive trends for VWIL’s future to share: The Corps of Cadets
began the year with 125 cadets led by the Class of 2016 seniors, and we have retained 92% of the Class of 2019, the 20th

Anniversary Class.

The VWIL Corps of Cadets have been excited to welcome back VWIL alum for each major event this semester.  The
cadets created a 20th Anniversary committee to ensure we capture our living history and celebrate all year long in meaningful
ways.  We’d like to share several of the 20th Anniversary projects with you:

Courageous VWIL Contributors.  One project for our year-long 20th anniversary celebration is to select 20 people who
have contributed to the success of VWIL over the years.  We’re requesting nominations, send an email to vwil@mbc.edu
briefly explaining who, what, when and why.  We’ll highlight these at our Military Ball on April 22nd 2016 and in our 20th
anniversary newsletter “The Leader.”

Class Rings Bond VWIL Graduates Across the Years.  The VWIL corporal class helped create a 20-year display of
VWIL class ring designs.  The VWIL Class of 1999 started this tradition designing the left shank VWIL design to continue on
every ring. Each November before Thanksgiving Break, we recognize our junior class with an Honors Ceremony and dinner
among family, friends, and their honorary sister nULLs.  The tradition of class rings originated at West Point with the class of
1835.

Back to the Past. Twenty years ago, the news headlines, dress, culture, music, movies, bestsellers and sports teams were
different.  Here is just a glimpse: the bestselling movies from 1995 were Toy Story and Apollo 13.  Dot com companies began
to surge, the space endurance record was set – 14 days, and the US responded to the Oklahoma City Bombing.  We’ll include
a vast comparison, then and now, in our 20th anniversary issue of “The Leader” and in the Kablegram/Leader newsletter.

Fast Forward Future.  As great an achievement as celebrating your 20th anniversary is, we’re looking forward to the future
and charting a successful path for the next 20 years and beyond.  Recruiting the Class of 2020 is going very well.  We’ve
accepted 40 of 100 applicants; the remaining 60 are “wait listed” until February, when we’ll reassess their GPAs and essays.
Over 400 more applications are in progress, but not completed.  At this time last year, we had received only 30 applications.
We’re trying to connect our VWIL alum with our accepted students that are unable to visit campus; so you can assist.

Upcoming 20th Anniversary Events.  All of you are welcome to join us for each of these major events this year.
12 March – 11am – Alum and Recruiting Event at Wolftrap Virginia
RSVP to vwil@mbc.edu
13 March – noon – St Patrick’s Day Parade in Washington DC
Constitution Ave & 16 St NW
15 April – 4pm – Memorial Wall ceremony – SMA/VWIL Museum
16 April – noon – SMA/VWIL Reunion Parade on campus
22 April – 3:30pm – MBC/VWIL Reunion Parade
22 April – 7pm – Military Ball in Hunt Dining Hall
RSVP to vwil@mbc.edu
23 April – 8am – Brenda Bryant 5K Run/Walk at our Murphy Deming campus
RSVP to vwil@mbc.edu

SMA GallerySMA GallerySMA GallerySMA GallerySMA Gallery
OLD PICTURES

The Kablegram Leader was favored by good fortune to receive some interesting old photos. First, you will see two
very old photographs of Thomas Russell, one of our SMA Superintendents; next, there are two pictures taken on the asphalt
in 1962; and finally we have a picture of the destruction of South Barracks, taken sometime in the early 70’s.

Cadet Major Thomas Halbert Russell,
Post Adjatent, The Citadel, 1890.

Thomas Russell, SMA Superintendent, on the asphalt in 1926.

Cadet Harry Bruckno with his ’62 Shrapnel.

Six champions: Mike Corbi (QB), Butch Christman
(FB), Billy Bernardo (HB), Hall Rusert (G), Harry

Bruckno (C), and Tony Mazzacarro (LB).

Last photo ever taken of South Barracks.
(Many of us spent a lot of time there…)
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VWIL Cadets prepare a 21-gun salute for our deceased brothers. On the asphalt, Frank Allen ’47 and Charles Hnilicka ’47.

On the asphalt, Bill Bissett ’74, Tom Phillips, ’74,
Harvey Martin ’74, Tony Shipula ‘74, and Jack Crutchfield ‘65

.

Jack Crutchfield ’65, Yvonne Musolf, Leland Ozawa ’61,
and Burdette Holmes 62.

Nancy and John Ennis ’70 and George Morgan ’70. Herk Wolfe ’48 with the VWIL Howie Rifles in the background.
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Kable Field on a beautiful April day. David Marshall ’72 singing our National Anthem.Leonard Ward ’65 and Dorothy Johnson looking at Memorial Hall.On the asphalt, the VWIL Color Guard moves to the Memorial
Wall.

At the SMA Mess Hall, Jack and Christina Dalbo ’68, Lee
Lawrence ’56,  Mark Orr ’73, Larry Hertzberg ’62, Al Rossy ’74,

Connie Davis, and Burdette Holmes ’62.

At the SMA Mess Hall, Denise and Pete Summers ’69, and
Antonio Vicens ’65, with his wife, Chloris.

On the asphalt, Robert Norton ’67 and John Nolde ’63. On Kable Field, Russell Penniman ’76 and Edmund Smith ’75.

Jay Nedry, SMA ’69, opens the Memorial Wall presentations. 1st CPT Denny (now 2LT) presents the memorial wreath”.
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September 2015. MBC/VWIL hosted 60 members of South Korea’s Sungshin University’s all-female cadet corps.  Cadets
discussed similarities and differences between our two programs.  We’re researching a new cadet exchange for one semester
to help grow this tremendous relationship.

SMA GallerySMA GallerySMA GallerySMA GallerySMA Gallery
SMA MUSEUM OPEN HOUSE

On Sunday, August 30th, the SMA-VWIL Museum held an open house for Staunton area alumni. Fifty alumni and their
spouses gathered for the reception immediately following the VWIL nULL induction parade. The open house provided an
opportunity for former cadets and faculty members to meet and rekindle old friendships. Tom Davis, the Alumni Association
President, spoke briefly on the alumni efforts to keep the museum open more hours and the need for volunteers. Jim Rice ’63,
a local alumni, led the efforts to contact all local SMA alumni by phone. General Terry Djuric and a small contingent of VWIL
Cadets were in attendance and available for questions on the VWIL program. It is hoped that this type of event will continue
locally and that others with a numerous concentration of alumni hold similar gatherings.

VWIL Cadet samples the fruit/salad table.
Jack Lowe, SMA ’49 with ??, SMA ??

Cy Painter, SMA ’57, with his wife Vickie. Ralph Sebrill, SMA ’45 with General Djuric,
VWIL Commandant, in the background.
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Welcome Back Grisdale Family.  Katherine Grisdale Klus ’99 was the guest speaker at our Family Weekend parade in October 2015.  Katherine,
her husband and parents enjoyed reminiscing with current cadets and families about Katherine’s first VWIL parade 20 years ago.

Katherine Klus ’99 posed for photos with the cadets. She shared that her VWIL classmates were always patient for their family paparazzis.

During our 20th Anniversary Year, VWIL created the Top Gun
award to recognize cadets achieving above 3.5 GPA and 90% on
their Strength and Endurance Test during the semester.
Congratulations to Cadet First Captain Kaylyn Lonergan (left),
Cadet Captain Kathrine Narvaez (right), Ensign Amanda Fadden,
and 2LT Carolyn Denny.

During our September 2015 Cadet Awards ceremony, the
Commandant’s Trophy goes to the VWIL Cadet Staff (Large Unit)
and 2nd Platoon (Small Unit).

$100+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
David Tinker ’69 * (w/SMA Eagle
sponsorship)
John T. Turner ‘67
Jeffrey Van Hyning ‘64
Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
Peter Voss ’48 *
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty)
Lee P. Woody ’47 *
Charles Youngman ‘55

$50+ (BENEFACTOR)
Richard Alonzo ’64 *
William Baldwin III ‘64
Bruce Buchanan ‘66
Carol Caldwallader Patron (in honor of Lewis
 Caldwallader ‘55)
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of James
Deehan ’55)
John Diemer ’67 *
Everette Doffermyre ’66 *
Alexander Forester ‘74
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoffry Hall ’64)
Scott Holcomb ‘66
Ben Hollis ’58 *
Ben Hudson ’54
John Kelly ‘57
Barbara Kerne (Patron)
Edward McLorie ’63
Alan Messer ‘68
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of Duke Myers
deceased)
Dan Newman ’60 *
William Pandak ’73 *
Richard Parson ‘60
Edward Patsch ’53 *
COL. Brooke Read ’46 *
AJ Scolio ‘43
Neal Smith ‘66

$50+ (BENEFACTOR)
William Summers ‘60
Robert Tabor ‘58
Jon Walker ‘54
Larry Ward ’51
Fish Bowl in Museum Receipts

$25+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of
her husband John Armstrong’37)
Lee Beard ‘51
David Behuhn ’69 (w/SMA Eagle
Sponsorship)
Howard Brewer, Jr ‘47
Alan Butterworth 51’ *
Robert Clements ‘58
Robert Coyner ’49
Anthony Disher, Jr. ‘72
Michael Deuting ‘59
Carlos Ferro ’51
Frederick Gambke ‘73
Douglas Godwin ‘69
Mark Hannock ‘62
Charles Hnilicka ‘48
Stanley Kaplan ‘54
Stanley Licker ‘55
Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Edward Mann ‘46
Kirk Moberley ’63 *
Michael Meyers ‘59
John Morrow ‘52
John Pennypacker, Jr ‘63
Darrell Richardson ‘67
Hal Schweder ‘40
Randall See ‘75
William Suppes, Jr. ‘45
D. Marshall Taylor ‘75
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
William Tucker, Jr ‘58
Carl Winnefeld ‘61

$10+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong, Patron (in honor of
 husband John, ’37)
Claude L. Crawford ’57 (Faculty)
Daniel Hunt ‘62
Edward McLorie “63
James Spencer (Patron)

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

Thanks to all of these alumni who have supported the Legacy Fund Project.  You have helped to ensure the memories,
traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity, you have helped our alumni association to continue to provide scholarships
and support for organizations (such as the VWIL Program at MBC) that exemplify our core values of Truth, Duty and Honor.

The listing above represents only 10% of living alumni. There are still 90% of those of you who have not made a donation!
Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No amount is too small and all donations are fully tax deductible.  It is easy to donate,
just contact me directly and we can discuss all options available to help you.  Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73, peterbirckhead@gmail.com
or 713-819-1980.

Note.: If you don’t see your name, and you have donated, please let me know. If you have donated more than once and
do not have a “*” next to your name please let me know. Thanks!
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VWIL        NEWS

The Corps of Cadets planned and executed a demanding 4-hour
training event for the nULL Class of 2019 on a September Sunday
afternoon.

Dr Anita Blair, Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, joined VWIL Corps of Cadets for the Class of 2019’s Induction Parade. August 2015.

In October, members of the VWIL Class of 2016 participated in
Founders’ Day Convocation.

Major Trimble Bailey Spitzer ’99 and Crista Cabe reminisce
about the media’s coverage of VWIL’s first year prior to her

Founders’ Day speech.

Major Trimble Bailey Spitzer, former VWIL First Captain,
discusses traditions with nULLs and cadets. October 2015.

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS) cont.
Louis Stathis ’70 *
Frederick Walton ‘33
Virginia Windley (Don) ‘70
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron) *

$500+ (BENEFACTOR)
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench

sponsorship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench
sponsorship) *
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband
Fred Benson Griffin ’57)
Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Gale and Duke Myers ’60 *
David Rhodes ‘72
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *
Edmund Smith ‘76
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Donald Westbrook ’69 (w/SMA Eagle
 Sponsorship)

$250+ (BENEFACTOR)
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
John Conomikes ’50 *
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Geoffrey Hall ‘65
Tad Hall ’73 *
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Christopher Jones ‘71
William Lambert ’62
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Gordon Milestone ’43 *
Neil J. Rogers ’69 *
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Frank Till ’71 *
John W. Turner ’67 *
Lee Woody ‘47

$200+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anthony Betz ‘67
Peter Brown ‘66
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
Craig E. Hanson ‘74
Tom Howie ‘67
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of
Maj. Thomas Howie) *
Larry Lombari ’69 (w/SMA Eagle
sponsorship)
Edmund Leigh ‘74
Stanley Lesniak ’67 *
Jeffrey Metzel ‘43
Phil Peter ‘50
James H. Stevenson ‘58
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog
Mem. Fund) *

$100+ (BENEFACTOR)
James Adams ’59 *
Richard Beaver ‘56
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57
James Bond ’51 *
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Edward Burka ‘48
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
Jose Colon ’60
Wesley G. Constable ’61 *
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Tony Disher ‘72
George Dunigan ‘64
Philip Farber ’69 (w/SMA Eagle
sponsorship)
Robert Flatford ’66 *
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
William Foard ’56 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ‘51
Mark Hancock ‘62
James Hayslip ’75 *
John C. Hildebrand ‘72
Benjamin Hudson, Jr. ‘54
Sanford Jacobson ’55
Page Kable (Patron) *
Joseph Koch ’53 *
Lee Lawrence ‘56
Robert Lehman ’69 (w/SMA Eagle
sponsorship)
Jon Levy ‘56
Glen MacFadden ’59 *
Randall Melton ‘76
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Stephen Newton ‘62
Russell Ogan ’70 *
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
Peter Phillips ‘50
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
Robert Remaley (Patron)
Wayne Scholtes ‘64
George Shiarella ‘48
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her
 husband Dale Frederick Snell ’56)
Lawrence Steele III ‘61*
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
Clarence Tart ‘53
John R. Taylor ‘72
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Another 0630 Run.  During Founders’ week, VWIL Corps of Cadets celebrate Mary Baldwin’s birthday with a morning Corps run.  October 2015.

COL Coffin, 116th IBCT Regimental Commander congratulates
the VWIL Color Guard for a job well done at the Stonewall

Jackson Brigade’s annual muster. November 2015.

VWIL Color Guard presents colors for
Air Force Jazz Band Concert. November 2015.

Marching Band – Then and Now!  SMA and VWIL ‘s formal photo in front of the Mess Hall.

Updated as of  11-6-15, 2015

By Peter Birckhead ‘73  peterbirckhead@comcast.net   713-819-1980

WE HAVE NOW EXCEEDED $823,000+  IN DONATIONS

Thanks to all of our alumni who have generously given to the Legacy Fund, we have now exceeded $823K in donations,
pledges, and life insurance death benefit designations. While monies and donations continue to come in for the Legacy Fund,
both in donations to the Heritage Fund (supporting the SMAAA and Museum) and donations to the Truth, Duty, and Honor
Fund (supporting The VWILL Program), we are now 28 months into our 36 campaign and really need your help to reach our
goal of $1.5 Million!.  So please consider a donation, and make it today either my mailing a check or going on line to
www.sma-alumni.org

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)
$100,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)

Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 * (IRA
Beneficiary Designation)
Peter Worth ’57 (cash and pledge) (w/
benches, WWI Monument Restoration,
Museum Signage Package sponsorship, Flag
and Flag Pole upkeep sponsorship and SMA
Eagle sponsorship) *

$60,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Bill Bissett ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Anonymous ’74 *

$30,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino ’75 *

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Richard Henderson ‘63 (pledge) *
Patricia and Herk Wolfe ’49 (w/bench
 sponsorship) *

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 *
John Fuog ’70 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 * (w/SMA Eagle
sponsorship)
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon
Restoration sponsorship) *
John (Jack) Vaughan ’63 (w/bench and
SMA Eagle sponsorship) *

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench
sponsorship) *
Stuart Smith ‘48

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 * (w/SMA
sponsorship)

Charles R. Jenkins ’53 (w/Joan W. Jenkins
 Foundation) *
John Nolde ’63 *
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli (deceased) ’61 *
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74
Leslie Taylor ’66 * (w/SMA Eagle
sponsorship)

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 *
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband

Frank Lee ’52)
Floyd Ostrom ’62 (pledge) *

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Michael Byington ’61 * (deceased)
Burdette Holmes ’62 *
Allen Jones ’48 *

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Birckhead ’73 *
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72
Carter Condon (Patron)
Charlie Drumheller ’66 (w/Cannon
Restoration sponsorship)
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ’68 *
Robert Horvath ’47 *
Warren Hutton ’75 *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)
Anthony C. Korvas’59
Steve Landa ’63 *
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67
Mark Orr ’73
Joseph Ritok ’66 *
Tim Scheel ‘73
Ralph Sebrell ’45
David Shipula ‘73
Peter Stark ’50 *



—9——24—
Continued on next page

December  2015    Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73

HOWIE BUST SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY!

We have another project that needs your help!  The Howie Bust in Kable Courtyard needs a new nighttime lighting
package. The current lighting package is insufficient and does not do the bust justice. Although exact costs are not available at
the time of this writing it is estimated that this project will be in excess of $2000 to do it right.

As many of you know, here is a reprint of the plaque that accompanies the Howie Bust so proudly displayed in Kable
Courtyard. (See photo above.)

THOMAS D. HOWIE
APRIL 12, 1908-JULY 17, 1944

SMA TEACHER, COACH, ALUMNI SECRETARY
COMMANDER 3RD BATTALION 116TH INFANTRY

REGIMENT, 29TH INFANTRY DIVISION.
DURING THE LIBERATION OF NORMANDY, HIS

CHALLENGE TO HIS TROOPS WAS
“I’LL SEE YOU IN ST. LO”

AFTER HE FELL THEY ENTERED THE CITY AND
PLACED HIS FLAG DRAPED COFFIN IN THE

RUINS OF SAINT CROIX CHURCH WHERE, FOR
IN HIS NATIONS’ HISTORY, HE IS

“THE MAJOR OF ST. LO”
“DEAD IN FRANCE—DEATHLESS IN FAME”.

 
Please consider a donation to help properly light the Howie Bust at night so that all can enjoy regardless of when they

are passing by this iconic treasure of our alumni association. When sending in your donation, please be certain to note on your
check “Howie Bust”.

Thanks,

Peter Birckhead
Legacy Fund Chairman
SMA ‘73

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT

The Howie Bust in Kable Courtyard.

VWIL        NEWS

Dr Fox and the VWIL Corps of Cadets hosted a Veterans
Appreciation Dinner for local veterans.  MAJ Guarino, VWIL
Class of 2005, was the guest speaker(upper right).  The local
MOAA chapter presented a $1000 scholarship to Cadet
Corporal Caton(lower right).  November 2015.

General Dunford, USMC Commandant meets with VWIL Cadets at Colonel Looney’s retirement.  May 2015.
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SOME THOUGHTS FROM A VISIT TO THE HILL
By Robert Brack, SMA PG ‘72

In the twilight of my years, I can still make out his
shadow there as a noble form rustles past an open window,
and linen curtains billow in the gentle breeze.  I close my
eyes, and my mind returns to the classrooms of my youth,
“Oh, Shenandoah… how I long to see you”… once more.
How I long to savor the sweet flavor of your whispered
call and breathe he succulent blossoms of your spring.  But
alas, all has been relegated to that lovely land of perfumed
memories, or have they?

As my mind returns for the briefest of respites to the
precious days of my prolonged adolescence, I can see his
bearded image glaring down at me… beckoning “manly
boys” to come to him for the last lessons of youth that
would prepare them to put away their “childish things” for
the final time.  William H. Kable, son of the western
mountains, was an educator first, but when his country
called, he shelved his precious books for a season to become
a proud, honorable soldier, whose faithful horse was shot
out from under him during the debacle of Gettysburg.
Bobby, himself, called this tall, staunch teacher “a good
officer”.  After Appomattox, Kable returned home to
resurrect the dreams of his youth by rebuilding a school
from the cinders of dreams long since scattered on the
winds of time.  He dreamt of building a ship of hope from
the ashes of those broken dreams.

If you close your eyes, you too can just make out his
form: moving strongly, confidently by that open window,
as twilight fades to dusk, and a wary world lays down her

hallowed head for a peaceful night’s rest.  His stealthy
shadow slithers among the trees, and if you close your
eyes and listen with your heart, you can still make out his
whisper: “Truth, Duty, Honor.”  Old boys… ne’er forget!

The ancient stones on the hill serve another purpose
these days.  They house another’s dream, but the marks
of his legacy cannot be chiseled away quite so easily.  His
old boys have become old men.  They went on to become
good fathers and sons, grandfathers and faithful friends,
educators themselves and vessels that hold the contents
of that sacred cup, generals and colonels, congressmen,
businessmen and builders, counselors to Presidents, and
keepers of the law and faith.

It has been said that the dream of William H. Kable
expired one day long ago, but standing here on that hill,
looking off into the distance, I do not think so.  As he himself
learned so long ago, the dream can never die so long as
one dreamer dares to draw breath, so long as one of these
old boys stoops to still the quivering hand of a frightened
child, so long as so many of his precious boys sleep beneath
the fertile field of the distant lands that they helped to set
free.  But when our time comes, and we breathe the
precious vapors of that far away valley for the last time,
as we cross that sacred river, there up on that hill, an old
soldier will beckon, “Come to me, my faithful sons.  You
told the truth; you did your duty; you served your country
with honor and distinction.”  His dream shall never die; so
long as one of you draws breath.

December  2015    Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73

SPONSORSHIP PROJECTS UPDATE     SMA EAGLE RESTORATION

At the time of this writing the SMA Eagle restoration project is
well underway but not quite complete. With the donations of many of
you, we have raised more than enough money to complete this
restoration including a new canopy over the eagle which will protect it
from the harsh elements.  (See the photo above.)

We hope to report in the next edition of the Kablegram-Leader
that the project is complete. We will provide a full description of the
work that was done to restore the eagle along with ‘before’ and ‘after’
photos.

Thanks,

Peter Birckhead
Legacy Fund Chairman
SMA ‘73

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT

The new canopy, designed to protect the SMA Eagle, is
complete. The eagle, covered in plastic, is still under repair.

VWIL        NEWS

SAFE!  MBU/VWIL Graduate
Courtney Clausi, VWIL ’12,
made the all-Army women’s

softball team.  She was
commissioned as an Army Aviator,

piloting Blackhawks.

Cadet Sergeant Koomson ’17 meets with US Coast
Guard Recruiters about the USCG Commissioning
Scholarship Program.  Several VWIL cadets will
compete nationally in January 2016.

Air Force ROTC Cadets from VWIL with Air Force Colonels Carriker (HQ ROTC) and Webb (VMI’s Det 880 Commander). October 2015.
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Ronald Wayne Black, SMA ‘57

Ronald Wayne Black passed
away on October 24, 2014 in
Orlando, FL. After graduating
from Staunton Military Academy,
Ron attended Georgia Institute of
Technology. He worked for Martin
Marietta Corporation for a number
of years as a Senior Engineer in the
development of various projects.
During this time, he and his wife
Margaret spent a couple of years in
Germany. He later became a real
estate developer and broker

representing many large companies. 
Ron was a member of the Central Florida chapter of

The Explorers Club. He enjoyed hunting, fishing, skeet, trap,
travel and aviation. Ron is survived by his wife Margaret A.
Black of 51 years, son Ronald W. Black, Jr. of Winter Park,
Florida, daughter Amy M. Black and her husband Craig S.
Samford of Albuquerque, New Mexico and their son Weyland
R. Samford, brother-in-law James Anderson and
his wife Betty of Savannah, Georgia. 

Ron had a great memory
and capacity for detail. He
had a love of learning and
pursued many endeavors
throughout his life. He served
as a mentor to many and
enjoyed teaching and helping
others. He was always
smiling and never met a
stranger. Ron was a loving husband,
father and friend. He was full of life
and will be remembered as a generous
and giving person who was devoted to

his family and friends. He is deeply missed. 

Edwin B. Brown, SMA ‘54

Edwin “Ed” Beecher Brown, 78,
died Tuesday, March 3, 2015, at
Augusta Health. He was born Feb.
14, 1937, in Huntington, West Virginia,
a son of the late Dr. Leland Coffey
Brown and Marjorie Mower Brown.

After graduating from
Staunton Military Academy, he
attended the University of Virginia and
spent two years in active duty with
the U.S. Navy. After completing his
undergraduate studies at the

University of Virginia, Mr. Brown enrolled at the University
of Virginia Law School where he earned his Bachelor of
Laws degree and subsequently worked primarily as a company
attorney for financial institutions.

Ed had a passion for history and genealogy. He was a
member and legal advisor to the Augusta County Genealogical
Society, as well as a member of the Augusta County Historical
Society having served previously as a member of the board.
In addition, he was a member of the Staunton Rotary Club
and the Wednesday Morning Breakfast Group. He also
compiled and published a comprehensive genealogy of the
James Brown family of Augusta County, Virginia, which is
widely used by libraries throughout the United States. Mr.
Brown was active in the restoration of the R.R. Smith Center
and other historical projects, and was a member of the First
Presbyterian Church.

He is survived by his son, Dr. Edwin Roman Brown and
his wife, Mirtha Vallini Brown, of Lexington, South Carolina;
a daughter, Martha Anne Russell of Crozet; grandchildren,
Edwin Daniel Brown, Anna Sofia Brown, Joseph Boyd
Brown, Michael Roman Brown, Genevieve Sophia Russell
and Audrey Irene Russell; a brother, Kirk Mower Brown of

Hampton; nephews, Kirk Michael Brown and
Roman Sachno III; and nieces, Vinessa Miccio
Sachno and Erika Adriana Sachno. He was
preceded in death by his wife, Yaroslava Sofia
(Sachno) Brown; and daughter, Dr. Katherine
Jaroslava Brown.

A life fully lived, with character, purpose and
love.  In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may
be made to the Augusta County Genealogical
Society, P.O. Box 436, Fishersville, VA 22939, or
the First Presbyterian Church, 100 E. Frederick

St., Staunton, VA 24401.

Allan Sykes Fox, SMA ‘71

Allan, a resident of Falls
Church, VA,  was born on October
29, 1952 and passed away on

Thursday,
February
19, 2015.
H e
graduated
from Staunton Military
Academy in 1971.

Editor’s note:  Other than this
short report, no information is
available at press time.

letters and emailsletters and emailsletters and emailsletters and emailsletters and emails
January 27, 2015

Burdette,

Hi! Hope you are doing well and getting ready for the next
reunion. I wanted to bring to your attention some outstanding
work that Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59, has been doing to enhance
the SMA Hall of Fame page on the web site.  Kelly has been
working since last summer to develop individual biographies on
each of the entries on the HoF page.  It’s now about 95%
complete.  In helping Kelly with the uploading and posting of
these bios, it became apparent that there’s a lot of unknown
history here about many of our alumnus, staff and coaches. 
This was the exact reason that I created the HoF page to begin
with, because none of these guys were talked about while I was
there.

So, here’s my suggestion: start publishing these bios in the
Kablegram-Leader.  Publish one in each issue.  Some of them
make for some really interesting and amazing reading.
 Here’s the link to the HoF page: http://www.sma-alumni.org/
halloffame.htm.

TDH,
Mark Orr, SMA ‘73
SMA Alumni Assoc. Webmaster

Editor’s note.  Thanks for the great idea, Mark.  The first bio is
in this issue!

Mark et al,
January 27th, 2015

I recommend that whoever is selecting the Hall of Fame
member for the Kablegram-Leader issue just prior to the annual
reunion try to pick someone related to one of the classes being
honored.  That might stimulate attendance and conversation at
the respective reunions.

It has been a real honor and privilege to be involved in this
project and to learn and write about the Hall of Famers.

Kelly McGavock, SMA ‘59

To SMA Alumni

April 20, 2015
Thank you for your

support.  I really
appreciated this award,
as it has given me even
more encouragement
towards my education
and leadership abilities.
Very Respectfully,
C/CPL Ashley Petersen

To SMA Alumni,
June 1, 2015
My name is Carolyn Denny; you may remember me from the

SMA banquet as the 1st

Captain who could not get
the tickets out of the raffle
bottles.  Nonetheless, I
am writing today to inform
you that I have recently
graduated from MBC/
VWIL and commissioned
into the United States
Army.  Over the years, I
have enjoyed meeting you
all and look forward to
possibly running into
you in future parades…
as a part of the audience!
:&  I’d also like to thank you all for awarding me the scholarship
in 2014; your support made the difference.

Thanks again,
Carolyn Denny

Dearest Arlene and everybody whose name is on the wondrous
gift, 7/15/2015

Other than being there, you could not have sent me a more
wonderful gift!  I was so disappointed that I didn’t get to the
banquet, knowing it was time to see everyone again.

Next month, I turn 104 (if I make it).  I sleep with oxygen now,
have four breathing treatments, and two inhalements daily, plus
a handful of pills.  Otherwise, I’m fine.  People think I look great!
If only my lungs were… (COPD)

Do hope to see everyone again soon,
Dot Thacker, SMA Staff
Editor’s note: After the past reunion, we sent Mrs. Thacker a
framed picture of the SMA and VWIL flags with signatures of
the alumni attending the banquet.

In 2014, Cadet Carolyn Denny
received  the Henry Scholarship

Honoring SMA ($2,500).

Cadet Ashley Petersen was awarded
the Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship

($2,500) 2015.Cadet Brown in 1954.

  Ronald Wayne Black.

Cadet Black in 1957.

Cadet Fox in 1971.

Allan Sykes Fox.
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John Martin “Marty” Gancsos, SMA ‘68

John Martin “Marty” Gancsos,
age 64 of Aspen, Colorado died
Monday, February 23, 2015 doing
what he loved, making powder turns.

He is survived by his partner in
life of 37 years Marilyn Anderson;
his brother Tom Gancsos; aunts and
uncles Nancy (Hines) Seagers, Dave
(and Karen) Hines, Carol (Hines)
and Bob Flynn; cousin Mark Hines;
and nieces Caitlin, Mackenzie,
Meaghan, and Molly. He is

predeceased by his parents John and Barbara (Hines)
Gancsos; and his sister Marcia.

Born April 13, 1950, Marty grew up in Johnstown
Pennsylvania. After graduating from Staunton Military
Academy in Staunton, Virginia, he earned his Bachelor’s
degree from the University of Maryland. In 1974 Marty
arrived in Aspen, Colorado and knew he was home. Soon
the town became a part of him as much as he
became a part of Aspen.

Like all ski bums, Marty held a host of jobs in
order to enjoy his passions. He operated a small
painting and maintenance business over the years
and worked at numerous restaurants including the
Chart House, the Steak Pit and more currently Little
Annie’s. For a time, he was co-owner of a
restaurant called “County Road Ltd.”

A highly accomplished skier and kayaker, most
days you could find Marty either on the slopes or
on the river. In 1978, he met his sidekick, best friend, and
companion, Marilyn Anderson. From kayaking in Costa Rica
to heli-skiing in Alaska, Marty and Marilyn formed an
unbreakable bond while chasing their passion and fulfilling
their bucket list.

Heartfelt thanks go out to everyone who offered Marty
their friendship throughout his life, to Aspen Mountain Ski
Patrol, Mountain Rescue, and the Sheriff’s Department and
to the many who are being supportive during this life passage.

Free spirit, true ski bum, avid
kayaker and greatest of friends,
Marty, your enthusiasm and
enthusiastic “Life is Good. Oh
yeah, baby” will truly be missed.

Please make contributions to
Mountain Rescue and go make a
few turns in Marty’s honor. And
please thank Mountain Rescue,
Aspen Ski Patrol, and the
Sheriff ’s Department for
everything they do for our
community.

George Richard Howard, SMA ’58

George Richard Howard, age 74, of
Marietta, Georgia, passed away on
January 3, 2015. 
Editor’s note:  Other than this
short report, no information is
available at press time.

John S. Mitchell Jr., SMA ‘57

John S. Mitchell, Jr.,
Koshkonong, Missouri passed away
peacefully at his home Jone 12 after
a long battle with cancer.  A

celebration of his life was
held June 15.  He was born
March 1, 1939 in Wilkes-
Barre, Pennsylvania.  He
graduated from Staunton
Military Academy in
1957.  In 1961, he married
Bonnie Lea Shuman, and
they started a long journey together.

A veteran of the United States Marine Corps,
member of the Marine Corps League and an Eagle

Scout, Mitchell earned his Master of Science in Agriculture
at the University of Florida in 1966.  Mitchell spent his entire
career working with Charolais cattle, managing operationsa
in Connecticut, North Carolina, Mississippi, and Missouri
before founding Mitchell Management, a purebred sales
management business in 192.  He was a member of the
Missouri Charolais Association and the American
International Charolais Association.

Mitchell was also a member of the All Saints Episcopal
Church in West Plains, Missouri and served on the vestry.
An avid sports fan, he enjoyed the New York Yankees and
his alma mater, the Florida Gators.  He was a volunteer and
a favorite substitute teacher, which kept him young at heart.

He is survived by his wife; son Brush S. Mitchell, his
wife, Connie, and grandson, Jacob, of Mountain Grove,
Missouri; son John S. Mitchell III and granddaughter, Stacie,
of Koshkonong, Missouri; and son Clifford C. Mitchell of
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  Sister Carolynb and Vince
Radkins of Str. Helena Island, South Carolina, and brother
Walker W. Mitchell and wife Charo of Madrid, Spain. He
was preceded in death by son Russell Walker Mitchel; his

Mystery Pin
By Gregory Robertson, SMA ‘70

Recently, the pin pictured here was purchased by the SMA History
Project. What this pin represented and how long ago it was made
remain a mystery. Brocky Nicely, the SMAAA Museum Curator, and
Gregory Robertson, the SMAAA Historian, have never seen an
example of this pin style before. The 1779 date on the front does not
match up with any known date that is relevant to SMA.

There are two letters (G.F.) stamped into the back. A review of past cadets with those
initials has yielded no clue as to the purpose of the pin. The pin is small (3/8" dia.) and resembles
a lapel pin. One commenter on Facebook has suggested that the font used on the pin dates to
the early 1900’s.

If anyone can help shed some light on the origin, purpose, and age on this pin, please
email Gregory Robertson at gregory@smahistory.com, or Brocky Nicely at brocky1@ntelos.net.

Front of pin shows “1779”. Back Side of the pin shows
initials “G.F.”.

Mystery Pin compared
to a U.S. dime.

The Staunton Military Academy History Project is complete. The last two chapters of the project, Chapter 11 - The Corps
& Chapter 13 – The Faculty and Staff, were uploaded to the SMA History Project website (www.smahistory.com) on
September 9, 2015. This completes the undertaking started in 2007 to provide a true and complete history of the Staunton
Military Academy.

We will continue to provide updates to the website as new information is uncovered and add any unique photographs,
postcards, videos or ads. Also, we will update the chapters containing the catalogs, Scimitars, yearbooks, and cadet newspapers
whenever additional pieces are available.

Within the next year or two, we will be turning ownership of the SMA History Project website over to the SMAAA for
incorporation into the soon to be redesigned SMA Alumni website. To the user of our website, this move will be transparent
and access to the history will still be available at www.smahistory.com. This consolidation of the websites will place all online
access of SMA-related material in one place on the web and will help with the longevity of access in accordance with the goals
of the SMA Legacy Fund.

Additionally, we’re working with the SMAAA BOD to create a searchable database of all cadets and faculty to add to the
website. When this searchable database is complete, the user will be able to access all available information concerning a
particular cadet, staff member, or faculty member in one place. This feature, when instituted, will be incorporated into Chapters
11 & 13. Be sure to sign up on the website to get updates on the progress of this feature.

If you have any questions or comments concerning the SMA History Project or the website, please send an email to
gregory@smahistory.com

SMA HISTORY PROJECT COMPLETED
By Gregory P. Robertson, SMA ‘70

Cadet Gancsos in 1968.

John “Marty” Gancsos.

  Cadet Howard in 1958.

Cadet Mitchell in 1957.
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parents John and Caroln Mitchell and brother David S.
Mitchell.

Donations may be made to the All Saints Church or the
American Cancer Society.

Originally published in the Charolais Journal in
August, 2015.

James E. North, SMA ‘48.

Born in Detroit, Michigan on
August 16, 1930.  He passed
peacefully on October 28, 2015.
“Jim” North was born on August 16,
1930 to Raymond and Lovie North
at Ford Hospital. He graduated
from Staunton Military Academy
in Staunton, Virginia in
1948, and then attended
Michigan State University,
participating in Army
ROTC and majoring in

business. As a member of Sigma Nu fraternity, he
worked as a busboy at Alpha Chi Omega sorority,
where he met his future wife, “Jeannie” Collinson.
After graduation he began service in the Army as
a 2nd Lieutenant, stationed in New York City, and
on July 24, 1953, married his college sweetheart at
Grosse Pointe Memorial Church, recently celebrating their
62nd anniversary. Jim was a most devoted husband to Jean;
and loving father to Amy Joan North, J. Douglas (Gwen),
Thomas Collinson (fiancée Dana), and Jody North Woods
(Barry); and loving grandfather to Laura, Molly, Peyton,
Maddie, Colin, Kenzie, Haley, Riley, Wilder, Tommy, Alisha,
and Andrew. Preceded in death by his parents, and his sister,
Mary Lou North. He was also preceded in death, very
recently, by his dear cousin, Francis Kobliska, with whom he
was lifelong friends and who became a business partner.

Most important to Jim were his family and participating
in the many activities they were able to enjoy together. The
family cottage at Rondeau Park, Ontario was the place where
he grew up, met lifelong friends, including George Sutton and
“Shill” (Don Shillington), spent summers sailing on Lake Erie,
and developed a love of boating. In 1961, Jim and Jean
discovered snow skiing, and were forever changed! The next
year they taught their children to ski, and thus began a lifelong
love of the snow covered slopes of Boyne Highlands, Boyne
Mountain, the many resorts of Colorado, and ultimately, Alta,
Utah. He was at total peace floating through fresh powder,
listening to John Denver tunes on his “Walkman”, or cruising
Walloon Lake, a grandchild on his lap, as “Captain Papa” on
his beloved float boat, filled with family and friends. He and

Jean eventually began spending their summer and winter
vacation time at Wildwood on Walloon, near Boyne City,
developing many “northern” friends, and devoting their time
to Wildwood Harbor preservation activities and groups. He
served multiple terms as President of the Wildwood on
Walloon Condo Association, covering many years. Throughout
their marriage, he and Jean traveled extensively, visiting many
countries throughout Europe, the Caribbean and South Pacific,
as well as Hawaii, Alaska, and Canada. He was thrilled to go
Heli-skiing with his sons in British Columbia, Canada. He
loved attending exciting sporting events including the many
high school sports in which his children participated. He also
enjoyed attending major sporting events; the 1988 and 2002
Olympics games, the Ryder Cup in Valderrama, Spain, The
U.S. Open, Masters and PGA golf tournaments. He collected
pins from his travels, and amassed a large collection from
many events and venues throughout his travels.

Jim also cherished a lifelong commitment to Northbrook
Presbyterian Church, of which he and Jean were
charter members in 1960. He served numerous
terms as an Elder, and donated countless hours in
many other capacities; whatever was needed, he
would do. He could often be found greeting and
ushering, serving Communion, working at the garage
sale and outdoor clean-ups, and at many other
church functions. Jim spent his entire career as an
automobile dealer, eventually taking over the helm
at the family business, North Brothers Ford. He
subsequently opened several other dealerships, and

was involved in many automotive-related organizations
throughout his career, including the Detroit Chamber of
Commerce, the Metro Detroit Ford Dealers, Ford Dealers
Advertising Fund, Ford Dealer National Council, Detroit Auto
Dealers Association, Ford Dealers Association, and the
Michigan Auto Dealers Association, serving as Director in
most of them numerous times. He was incredibly organized,
always preparing packing lists well in advance of his travels,
meetings, etc. and always had a small notecard in his pocket
for his daily “To Do” list. Through
his many business contacts, he
became involved in the Garden
City Rotary Club, and celebrated
the 50th anniversary of his
membership in the organization
with a special ceremony three
years ago. He enjoyed the weekly
lunch meetings with his longtime
Rotary friends, and missed that
activity when he was no longer able
to attend. He was also a member
of Kiwanis, and Ashlar Lodge #91
F. A. M. He maintained long

SMA Hall of Fame: Ed Beard, SMA ‘60

Edward Leroy Beard (born December 9, 1939 in
Chesapeake, Virginia) was a 1959 graduate of Oscar F. Smith
High School in South Norfolk, VA. Beard was an All-American
in football and also State Heavyweight Wrestling Champion in
1957 when his high school, Oscar F. Smith, did not have a
wrestling team (the only time this has ever been accomplished
by a wrestler) In 1960, Beard completed his post-graduate
year at Staunton Military Academy (SMA), where he was a
standout football player. Beard then played two years of college
football at Tennessee before joining the Army, where he was
selected Outstanding Player on the Army football team.

Drafted by the San Francisco 49ers in 1964, Beard was a
special teams captain and middle linebacker; during his eight
years with the team, San Francisco won the NFC West three

years in a row. Beard won the Len Eshmont award in 1971 (given to the Niner who best exemplifies the “inspirational and
courageous play” of Len Eshmont, a player from the original 1946 Forty Niners team) and was the first special teams captain
in NFL history. After his career was cut short by injuries, Beard served as linebackers coach for the 49ers (1973-77), the
New Orleans Saints (1978 – 80), and later became defensive coordinator for the Detroit Lions (1983 – 84).

In 1996, the football field at Oscar Smith High School was renamed Beard-DeLong-Easley Field in honor of Beard and
fellow alumni Steve DeLong and Kenny Easley. In 2002, Beard was inducted into the Virginia Sports Hall of Fame. He was
also honored along with other former 49ers on November 5, 2006 at an Alumni Day.

After leaving football, Beard entered the contracting business and helped promote country music in the greater Hampton
Roads area.

On October 23, 2011 Beard was riding his bicycle in the north section of Chesapeake, VA, and saw a person being
beaten by about 15-20 teenagers. He stopped to help the victim but was attacked by the group of youths and suffered a
concussion, cuts, and bruises. Beard stated he would continue working with youth groups, something he had done for several
years. As of March 2013, four of those involved had been sentenced to jail time. Beard stated he hoped this would help them
turn their lives around.

The last paragraph of Ed’s write-up for the Virginia Sports Hall of Fame states, “Teammates referred to Beard as “Biggie”,
because he always played bigger and better than his size. That’s what heart will do for you, and no one had a bigger heart for
competition and excellence than Ed Beard.”

Wikipedia; fanbase.com/Ed-Beard; and vshfm.com
Edits by Kelly McGavock. SMA ’59

Two Speakers for the 2016 Reunion.  The Reunion Committee has announced that there will be two speakers at our formal
banquet on April 16th, 2016 at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel.  The speakers are Ned Bonfoey, an SMA faculty member,
Coach, and Commandant in the 1960’s and 1970’s and Mike Bragg, SMA ’64, who went on to play for 12 years in the
National Football League as a punter for the Washington Redskins.  The reunion dates are April 15 – 17, 2016.

Deadline for February Issue.  The next issue of the Kablegram-Leader is scheduled for delivery in February of 2016.
Please submit your articles (with pictures) by January 15th in order to ensure their inclusion.

James E. North

Cadet North in 1948.
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SMA. They would have not been sent to those other less
important schools. We felt that there must have been
something wrong with them to the point of thinking of them
as sub-human. We even took their school initials and formed
new names for them.  Hargrave Military Academy  became
Half a Military Academy. Massanutten Military Academy
became Mass of Nothing Military Academy and Fishburne
Military School became Fishy Smelling Military School.
Greenbrier Military School became Gross Military School
and Randolph-Macon took on the name Raunchy-Bacon
Military Academy. Augusta Military Academy became
Almost a Military Academy and I’ll leave it to the reader to
guess the nickname for Fork Union Military Academy.

Now, I’m sure that the other Military Academies had
their own nicknames for SMA. Names like Superior Military
Academy, Super Military Academy, and Stupendous Military
Academy are the ones that come to mind.

I especially pitied those poor AMA cadets that I saw
from time to time wandering around the town of Staunton.
(Actually, they were the only other cadets I ever saw while
at Staunton.) Their uniforms were off color and never seemed
to fit quite right with jackets that didn’t go down far enough.
Their emblems and badges were dyed wrong and looked out
of place where they wore them on their uniforms. Also, they
were so inept at being around people that they were relegated
to a school so far out of town that they had to take taxis back
and forth. I felt that it was too bad that their parents didn’t
care about them enough to send them to Staunton. That feeling
changed one day though, long after I had graduated and both
schools had closed.

The year was 1990, and my wife and I were attending
the 20th reunion of my SMA graduation. I had told her the
story of my 1966 raid on AMA (Life As A Cadet article
published in the Kablegram November, 2009). I decided that
we should take a ride up there so she could see the scene of
the crime. I knew that AMA had also closed. For those of
you that do not know the story of AMA’s closure, AMA closed
in January of 1984 with little warning to the cadets and their
families. The reason for the closure was basically the same
as SMA’s. Declining enrollments and no capital reserves to
see them through the storm.

When we got to AMA’s front entrance, a man and woman
were standing in front of the locked gates peering through
the bars. The man turned out to be a 1961 graduate of AMA
and had never returned to that Academy before then. He
had not even known until he arrived at the locked gate that
AMA had closed. We discussed the demise of our individual
schools including the inability for me to walk the old grounds
of the school. The new owners of the old SMA campus,
Mary Baldwin College, did not welcome SMA Alumni on the
grounds at that time.

He looked through the gates at his old home and said,
“Well, nobody’s keeping me out of my school.”

With that, he climbed over the stone wall. I quickly
followed and after a bit of coaxing, the wives became part of
my second invasion of AMA. With our guide leading, we
purposely made our way up the broken asphalt road toward
the buildings. The grounds appeared to be in caretaker status
with some minor repairs of the facilities under way. Our guide
showed us the parade ground, took us through the gym and
assembly hall, showed us the mess hall (through the windows),
walked us around the outside of the Big Barracks (it was
boarded up), and finished at a building with classrooms that
we could view (once again through the windows).

The state of one of these classrooms had a profound
effect on me. This particular classroom was in a wooden
building and I am guessing that it was probably one of the
original buildings dating back to the 1800’s. There was a porch
that allowed us to look into large windows. The windows
faced east and would have presented a view of the morning
sun along with the Blue Ridge Mountains to anyone sitting in
the desks behind them.

The view through those dirty windows from our side
presented a time capsule to our eyes. A classroom, frozen at
a point of distress for the cadets of AMA, stared back at us.
The desks still sat in neat rows with pencils laying in the
grooves at the top. Books lay silent and dusty on the racks
beneath the chairs. On the blackboard, a message was written
in white chalk.

“Have a great Christmas. See you in January.”
It was a wish of a happy time of leave back home and a

promise of traditions to come as they had for over a hundred
years. It was a promise not kept through the fault of no one
in particular, only of the times and the situation.

I pressed my face against that window and stared at the
dusty remnants of lives left unfinished. My mind’s eye filled
the room with young cadets. Some were listening intently to
the instructor; some were staring out the windows toward
the athletic field and the mountains beyond. I turned to face
the barracks, and once again my mind’s eye did it’s magic,
and I saw cadets streaming from the entrance moving swiftly
to some formation or class. As I looked east out onto the
parade field, the battalion of cadets marched by with their
flags snapping in the breeze as the drum line of the cadet
band beat out the cadence. It wasn’t a hallucination, only a
realization that these cadets were just like me. They had hopes,
dreams, traditions, and the sorrow of losing something dear
to them. In my mind, they had turned from things to be pitied
and joked about to brothers of the long Grey Line. They were
another battalion in the Army that was the Corps of Cadets
of Virginia. In my mind, I came to attention and saluted those
long disappeared cadets with their sorrowful loss, now part
of my own forever.

The building that contained that classroom no longer
exists, which is a shame. It would have been a wonderful
annex to the AMA Alumni Museum to show part of everyday
cadet life.  However, in my memory, it will live forever.

Cadet Viner in 1969.

Cadet Tompkins in 1969.

 Cadet Rigney in 1950.

Cadet Perry in 1956.

memberships at the Detroit Athletic Club and the Birmingham
Athletic Club, and enjoyed tennis, squash and fine dining at
both establishments. A long-time runner, he often ran in 5K
races to benefit local charities, and ran and walked as long
as he could. Jim supported a number of charitable
organizations, and donated countless hours to those
organizations with his time and business acumen. He was on
the Detroit Council of Camp Fire Girls for many years,
serving as treasurer and financial advisor. He particularly
enjoyed Christmas gift-wrapping with the Garden City Rotary
Club. Through his connections with both Garden City and
Westland civic organizations, he supported many local
charities, benefiting the people of those communities.

He will be remembered by his family and friends as a
committed family man, a strong leader in business and
community, an active athlete, a devoutly religious Presbyterian,
and an exceeding generous man with his time and resources.
He was deeply loved and will be so missed.

Originally published at: http://deathnotices.michigan.com.

Robert Perry, SMA ‘56

Robert D. Perry, 76 of
Harbor Springs, died on
Tuesday, December 10,
2013 at home. Born on
April 11, 1937 in Ann
Arbor, he was the son of
Robert G. and Melba J.
(Hudkins) Perry. Bob was
the owner of Westland Furniture.  He
graduated from Staunton Military
Academy in 1956.  Robert will be
remembered as the former coach of

Ann Arbor Amateur Hockey Association and Huron High
School hockey from the 1960’s through the 1980’s. He was
a devoted family man and enjoyed skiing and golf. Bob was
an Ann Arbor Golf and Outing member.

He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Pat; a daughter
Paige Perry; sons Mark (Charlotte) and Brett Perry;
grandchildren, Matt, Melissa and Allie; and a sister, Linda
(Lynn) Perdue.

He was preceded in death by a granddaughter, Brittany
Perry. At his request, cremation has taken place, and his
family will remember him privately. Memorial contributions
in his memory may go to Dawn Farms, 6633 Stoney Creek
Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48197.
Published in Ann Arbor News on Dec. 19, 2013

Raymond P. Rigney, SMA PG ‘50

Raymond Rigney, of Greece, NY,
passed away suddenly on September
9, 2015.  He was predeceased by his
parents, three brothers, and two
sisters.  He is survived by his loving
wife of 58 years, Bernice; daughter,
Amy (Chris) LaBella; sons, William
F. (Kathryn) Rigney and John (Dana)
Rigney; and granddaughter Fiona
Rigney.

Mr. Rigney was born in
Rochester, NY to Marie and Ed
Rigney.  He attended Staunton Military Academy as a
post graduate (PG) in 1950.  A graduate of Villanova
University he married Bernice Frawley in 1957.  Mr. Rigney
owned and operated Clancy Carting and Storage Company.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the
School of the Holy Childhood School, 100 Groton Pkwy,
Rochester, NY 14623 to Villanova University, 800 Lancaster

Ave., Villanova, PA 19085.

Rev. Dr. George Tompkins, SMA ‘69

Editor’s note:  Other than
the report of his passing,
no information is
available at press time.

William Rock Viner, SMA ‘69

William Rock Viner, SMA
’69, of Swanton, MD passed away
on August 25, 2015 after a two year
struggle with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s
Disease).
Editor’s note:  Other than this
short report, no information is
available at press time.
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

Continued on page 4

time, 100-year old record for nightly AWOLs (86) before getting caught. At some
point during my run of AWOL’s, the brass heard rumors and moved me to the 3rd
floor in South Barracks; so the guards could keep their eyes on me. My reason for
going AWOL was a ‘Town Girl’.  ‘Town Boys’ would lend me their cars for gas; so
she and I could ride around the city. Sometimes the Tidbit was open, and we’d have
a cheese burger and then look for
a gas station until my return
before reveille. After being moved
to the 3rd floor, I went to the
school gymnasium and swiped the
thick rope used to fold up the
basketball backboard and hid it in
a space I made in the floor of my
room. At night, after taps, I would

tie it to the radiator and climb down to flagpole hill, and run across Mary Baldwin
to meet my future wife. After I was caught, I was busted from SFC to private
and sent marching with an M1 for countless hours (rain or shine) outside South Barracks.”

“Fast forward six years in my life: it’s 1969, two weeks after Woodstock, I was married with three kids, when I answered an
ad in a Philadelphia paper ‘Looking for Drummer’. It was placed by two 16 year-old budding musicians, Frankie Gilcken and
Frank Ferrara. The three of us hit it off immediately, and I became part of a rock band initially named the Magic Band. Later we

changed our name to BANG with a slogan ‘Music shot from guns’.
“BANG’s crazed ascent up the ranks of proto-metal pioneers is near-legendary among the

underground circles. From out of nowhere, BANG’s first real gig was opening up that night for Rod
Stewart & Faces, Deep Purple and Mathew’s Southern Comfort. “BANG produced a series of
albums for Capitol Records toured with most of the big rock acts of the early 1970’s, from Black
Sabbath to Ike & Tina Turner; from the Allman Brothers to Parliament Funkadelics. Believe it or
not, Bruce Springsteen even opened for BANG as an acoustic act in Richmond.”

“After all these years,” Tony writes, “the band is still together, writing music, preparing to
release a new album and touring. I have long retired from playing but continue writing the lyrics of
BANG music and also doing graphics and videos. Living in Dallas, I own a custom cabinet company
‘Priced Per Foot’. Frank lives in Philly, and strangely enough, Frankie lives in Staunton, VA, with
the cousin of my ex, the ‘Town Girl’. One big circle in life.”

tonyd@BANGmusic.com
Edits by Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59

L to R Frankie Gilcken, Guitar & Vocals; Frank
Ferrara, Bass & Lead Vocals;
Tony Diorio, Drums & Lyrics

Tony Diorio today.

First Capitol Records release of BANG.

Life as a Cadet - AMA

In the late 1960’s, while I was a cadet at the Staunton
Military Academy (SMA), military schools dotted the
Shenandoah Valley and the foothills of the Blue Ridge
Mountains from Washington, DC to the border of North
Carolina. Augusta Military Academy  (AMA), Massanutten
Military Academy (MMA), Fishburne Military School
(FMS), Hargrave Military Academy (HMA), Greenbrier
Military School (GMS), Randolph Macon Academy
(RMA), and Fork Union Military Academy (FUMA) all
lay within a hundred miles of SMA.

By Gregory P. Robertson

The Day the Cadets of the Augusta Military Academy Became Human

These military academies had formed their own sports
leagues and competed against each other to the exclusion
of most of the public schools in the state. This, of course,
fueled rivalries between the schools that fostered a feeling
of superiority for the cadets of one’s own school.

Staunton Military Academy was, of course, at least in
my mind and the minds of my fellow Stauntonians, the best
of all these schools. We felt that if the students at the other
schools had been good enough, they would have attended
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Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 ........................ Member
Floyd Ostrom, SMA ’62 ...................... Member
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ’56 .............................  Member
*Jay Nedry, SMA ‘69 ...................................... Member

SMA-VWIL MUSEUM
*Brocky Nicely, SMA ‘65 ....................... Curator
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 ........... Chairman
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ’56 ................... Member
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘73 ................... Member
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 ............................ Member
William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74 ................... Member
J. Harvey Martin III, SMA ’74 ................. Member

KABLEGRAM
Burdette Holmes, SMA ’62 ..................... Editor

WEBSITE
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 ......................Webmaster

AT LARGE
Dominic (Jack) Dalbo ....................SMA ’68
Erinn Singman Kaine .................... VWIL ‘02
Mei-Ling Fye ................................. VWIL ‘05

SMA ALUMNI OFFICE
Arlene Nicely ............. SMA Office Manager

* VIP (non board member)
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QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:
_____ Blue: L-XL (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ... $10.00
_____ Gray: L-3X (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield ...................... $75.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $35.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $40.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold .................. $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
   Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope .. $3.00
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................... $13.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................... $15.00
    $71.00 and above .................................................................. $17.00

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review

reflections from the hill
The Association has a

number of matters in progress. First,
Peter Birckhead is in the home stretch
of his fundraising commitment to the
Association. His commitment to
further solicit alumni will end in
March, 2016.  So if you have not given
to the Legacy Fund please consider
a gift now. And if you do so before
December 31, 2015 you can get a tax
deduction for this year.

Peter continues to work
with our professional grant writer,
Susie Miller, of Staunton, VA, seeking

grants for 4 important projects we are working and he continues
leading the Legacy Project with creating a Last Will and Testament
for our association that will protect and preserve our physical and
financial assets.  More about this and our 4 projects during next
year’s reunion.

As many of you know Peter has led the charge on
the Legacy Fund since March 2013, and we have now exceeded
over $800,000 in cash donations, pledges, and IRA and Life Insurance
death beneficiary designations. We owe a great deal to Peter for his
stewardship of the Legacy Fund and all of the sponsorship projects
that have been completed on our former campus (benches, new
museum signage, restoration of the WWI Monument and the Cannon
on Flagpole Hill and most recently the restoration of the SMA Eagle
in front of the museum).

The Board has been monitoring the repair of the SMA Eagle
that used to be over the swinging doors in North Barracks.  While
this project has created a lot of discussion, Jack Lowe has been
working steadily to repair the Eagle.  The first step was to put a roof
over it for protection from the elements.  This has been completed.
Jack is now putting it back together with sealers and coatings, and
we are anxious to see how it looks when finished.

We realize that as time passes and our group becomes older, it
will become more difficult to attend the reunions.  I recall that
Philadelphia used to have a local chapter that was fairly active.  The
Massachusetts group gets together annually and has for years.  In
the coming months, we are going to try to reestablish these chapters
throughout the country.  There are already alums working on chapters
in Florida, North Carolina, and Texas.  My vision of these groups
would be to get together over some interval.  No speeches, but just
alums getting together to tell stories (some will have some truth in
them).  If you have interest, please let the office know so that we
can get you a list of alums in your area.

At our Board meeting earlier this month, General Djurik advised
that she has over 750 applicants for entry to the VWIL Corps next
year.  Of this group, she feels that about 80 are highly qualified and
deserving of selection.  We will keep you posted.

This is your Association.  The Board considers what we feel is
best for the organization.  But I am sure that you all have opinions.
Please let us know what we are doing well and what you think we
might improve.  If you have new concepts, please let us know.

Tom Davis, SMA ‘62
President, SMA Alumni Association

Tom Davis



By Anthony (Tony) Diorio Jr., SMA ’63PG  * Edited by Kelley McGavock, SMA ‘59

Editor’s note.  Tony entered Staunton Military Academy (SMA) in the fall of
1961 as a senior in C Company. He played halfback on the League-Champion
varsity football team and ran track (hurdles). Graduating in June of 1961,
Tony returned as a post graduate that September until leaving SMA in March
of 1963.  Following is Tony’s story of his exciting life during and after SMA in
his own words:

“I reported to football camp at SMA in August of 1962, two weeks before
classes began. We practiced in a sunken gully with no air in the hot and humid
summer days of Virginia. Practice was exhausting. In those days, you did not
get to drink water. You had to ‘be tough.’ We never ever heard the word
hydration. So there I was, a 17 year old, short, Italian kid surrounded by men.
There were guys on the team who were 6’6" and 270 lbs., and soaking wet, I
was only 165 lbs. at 5’8". There were a lot of high school all-stars (especially
from Philly), on the team and guys wanting one more year of play before
college. I made the team even though I was the lightest player by 20 lbs. In
spite of that, I did score a touchdown for the team against Fishburne Academy
in a game we won 63 to 0.”

“To get ready for track season,
during the winter of 1961, even in snow, I would run, run, run like Forrest Gump. So in
the spring, when the season started, I was in near perfect shape and began winning the
high and low hurdles every meet, sometimes by 10 - 15 yards. Early on, a back injury
kept me from practicing during the week, so I would just run in the meet getting a shot
in my back for pain. I kept winning, but because of the injury I would win by less and
less each week. Finally, at the Virginia Military School Championship, I was again
about to race everyone I had beaten, but couldn’t even take a trial run over a hurdle.
With my parents and sister in the stands, I came in fourth or fifth or last; I don’t
remember.  It was one of the most crushing moments of my life. Later I had to give up
an appointment to the Air Force Academy due to the injury. That and 3 kids also kept
me out of Vietnam.”

“Now here’s the good stuff.  Door slams… remember?  On cue, one day, we
slammed every door in South Barracks at the ring of “the Bell”...  It was like an
explosion. It happened a couple of times on my watch there.”

“Another time, when the bell rang, we flushed every toilet and turned on every
shower at once and blew out what we were told was the original water main for south
barracks. After it happened, I remember running out of south barracks, looking to my
left, and there was water gushing down the hill. We blew a hole in the street! If only
we had smart phones then...”

“My second year at SMA, I came back as a post graduate and was given the rank
of Sergeant First Class and a platoon consisting of mostly football players who, like
me, definitely lacked discipline. My claim to fame at SMA is setting the unofficial, all
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