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SMA History, Chapter 12. The Superintendents
(Part 2 of 2)

Samuel S. Pitcher was born in Charleston, SC on July 4, 1891. He attended the Bennett
School for his early education and graduated from the Charleston High School with honors.
Stewart determined from an early age to enter the Citadel and enrolled there in 1908.  He
graduated from there as both a Cadet Captain and as Class Valedictorian in June 1912.

He joined SMA in September 1912 as Instructor of Mechanical Drawing rising to become
Head of the Department in 1914. He was absent from the Academy for several months in
1916 while he served as Regimental Adjutant of the First Virginia National Guard during that
unit’s deployment to the Mexican border.

After returning from that deployment in the fall of 1916, Pitcher left the National Guard
and resumed his teaching position at SMA. He was made Post Adjutant of the Academy in
1920. He also fulfilled the position of Assistant Headmaster from the start of the 1932 session
through the end of the 1933–1934 school year.

In May of 1943 Colonel Warner McCabe, the Superintendent of SMA, was ordered by
the War Department to active duty. Colonel Pitcher was named Acting Superintendent by
the Board of Directors while a search was made for a permanent Superintendent. Colonel
Pitcher requested that he not be considered for the permanent position so that he would be

able to remain as an instructor. General Earl McFarland was appointed Superintendent in September of 1943 and Colonel
Pitcher resumed his position as the Head of the Mathematics Department.

Colonel Pitcher remained teaching at the Academy until June of 1969. His 57 years of service at the Academy was the
longest tenure of any person.

The biography below for General McFarland was taken from the October
15, 1943 issue of the Kablegram.

Brigadier General Earl McFarland was named
Superintendent of the Staunton Military Academy
by the Board of Directors in September of 1943
and assumed the post on September 16, 1943.
General McFarland was the first General Officer
to hold the post of Superintendent of the Academy.

General McFarland graduated from the United
States Military Academy at West Point in 1906 and
received his commission as a second lieutenant in
the Field Artillery on June 16, 1906. He saw service
in the Philippines from 1908 to 1910. He was then
promoted to Captain and assigned to the Ordnance
Department. He returned to West Point as Assistant
Professor of Ordnance and Gunnery. From 1920 to
1924 the General was on duty as the Commanding
Officer of the Springfield Armory in Massachusetts. In 1924 he once again returned
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................... $5.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00
_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $10.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(3)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold .................. $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.
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$____________

$____________
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$____________
$____________
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$____________Total:

CADET STOREreflections from the hill

Pass in Review

Reflections from the Hill
 
Hello again fellow Alumni:

Here we are, coming into another holiday season and quickly
running out of 2013. I hope this issue of the Kablegram-Leader gets
everyone moving to make reservations at the Stonewall Jackson and
getting your reunion plans set for all of the activities. The hotel is
beginning to fill up; so make your room reservations soon.  Otherwise,
you might have to stay down the street and walk up the hill!

This coming year should be a great one for our Alumni
Association. We have put together a renewed legacy fund campaign
and are very excited to present it to you during the weekend of our
reunion.  This year we are honored to have Brig. General Mike Bissell,
the founding commandant emeritus of Mary Baldwin’s VWIL program,
as our guest speaker.  BG Bissell is an honorary “Old Boy” and a true
friend to SMA.  Come and show your appreciation of a true American
hero.  

For the classes of ‘74, ‘69, ‘64, ‘59, ‘54, ‘49, and ’44, you
will be celebrating a big year reunion.  Please get your class mates
motivated to make their reservations, and come back to the hill with
all of us and make it a great weekend. Especially all of you from the
class of ’74; don’t make us come get you!

I hope all of you have a wonderful holiday season, and may
the new year bring you good health and success. I am looking forward
to see all of you on the last weekend in March.

TDH

Bill Bissett
SMAAA  President

 

North Barracks at night
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to West Point as Professor of Ordnance and Gunnery. During this stay General McFarland wrote the book “Ordnance and
Gunnery”, a textbook that was used for many years.

Besides West Point, the General also attended the Ordnance School of Technology in 1911; the Ordnance School of Application in
1912; the Command and General Staff School in 1931; the Army Industrial College in 1933; Worchester Polytechnic Institute in 1933;
and the Army War College in 1934. General McFarland held degrees in both B.S. and M.E.

General McFarland resigned the position of Superintendent on August 1, 1949.

The biography below for General Persons was taken from the October7, 1949 issue of the Kablegram.

SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

Major General
Wilton B. Persons
assumed his duties as
Superintendent of the
Staunton Military
Academy on August 1,
1949, the effective date
of General McFarland’s
resignation.

General Persons
was born in
Montgomery, Alabama,
on January 9, 1896. He
attended the Starke
University Military
School and was
graduated from the
Sidney Lanier High

School, Montgomery. In 1916 he was graduated from
Alabama Polytechnic Institute with a degree of Bachelor
of Science in electric engineering. He also holds a degree
of Master of Business Administration (Magna Cum Laude)
from the Harvard Graduate School of Business
Administration. He was a graduate of the National War
College, Army Command and Staff School, Signal Corps
School, Air Tactical School, and held the Air Rating of
Combat Observer.

From May until August, 1917, he was assigned as an
officer candidate to the Seventh Provisional Training
Regiment at Fort McPherson, Georgia; he was next
assigned to the Coast Defenses of Baltimore, Maryland,
at Fort Howard, Maryland. In May, 1918, he went to
France with the Fifty-eighth Coast Artillery and served as
a battery commander on the Western Front. He returned
to the United States in June, 1919, after a period of service
in the Army of Occupation.

He then joined the Thirty-first Artillery Brigade at Fort
Winfield Scott, California, and in December, 1919, was
transferred to the Eighth Field Signal Battalion at Camp
Dodge, Iowa. In 1920 he went to Camp Lewis, Washington
where he was assigned to the Fourth Signal Company. In
July 1921, he was assigned as acting officer in charge of
the Alaskan Military Submarine Cable System, and served
on that assignment until June, 1924.

In June, 1924, he went to Springfield, Ohio, to supervise
development and manufacture of new apparatus for the
Alaskan Cable, and in September, 1924, he went to the
University of Minnesota serving as Professor of Military
Science and Tactics for five years. Later he was assigned
to the office of the Chief Signal Officer in Washington,
D.C., in charge of purchasing and contracting, and in August,
1933, was transferred to the Office of Assistant Secretary
of War, where he supervised procurement for the Army,
and served as liaison officer with the Military Affairs
Committee until August, 1937. After attending the
aforementioned schools, he was named the Chief of the
Legislative and Liaison Division, Office of the Chief of
Staff, which position he held until July, 1948. In this capacity
he served as a member of the War Department General
Staff as personal representative for General George C.
Marshall in conducting War Department relations with the
Congress, including processing of all legislation necessary
to the conduct of the war. Later he held the same position
under Generals Eisenhower and Bradley. During this period
he made several aerial inspection trips to Europe and the
Middle East for the Chief of Staff of the Army including
the amphibious landing in Southern France in 1944 and the
joint congressional inspection of German atrocity camps in
April, 1945, under the leadership of Vice President Barkley.
He was named Director, Office of Legislature Liaison,
Secretary of Defense, in July, 1948 where as personal
representative of Mr. Forrestal, he had responsibility for
direction, control, and presentation to the Congress of an
integrated legislative program for the National Military
Establishment.

The decorations and Awards General Persons held
were: Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit; Grand
Officer of the Cross of the Sun (Brazil); The Order of
Abdon Calderon from the government of Ecuador; Medal
of War (Brazilian); World War I, Victory Medal; Army of
Occupation, World War I; American Defense Medal,
European, World War II; North American Theater, World
War II, Victory Medal.

General Persons resigned as SMA Superintendent on
January 28, 1951, the effective date of his return to active
duty on the staff of General Eisenhower.

General Wilton B. Persons
1949 - 1951
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VWIL        NEWS
Colonel Jones entered

the Army during World War
I. He was a graduate of the
Command and General
Staff School. Just Prior to
World War II, he had
charge of all War
Department contract and
legal activities connected
with the vast plant and camp
construction program,
During the North African
and Sicilian campaigns, he
served as 7th Army Judge-
Advocate; later in the

European Theater of Operations, he was Deputy Chief of
Supply and Economics Section, Supreme Headquarters,
American Expeditionary Force, charged with supervision of
relief measures in liberated countries. He served as Chief of
Legislative Branch, War Department after his return from
Germany until his retirement from the Army after thirty years
service in July, 1947.

Colonel Jones then joined SMA as the Business Manager
and Treasurer. He was also a member of the Board of
Directors of the Academy until July1, 1951. He was appointed
Superintendent of the Academy on January 1, 1951. Colonel
Jones resigned from the position of Superintendent on
December 31, 1952 to take a position as business manager
at another school.

The biography below for Colonel Dey was taken
from the December 12, 1952 issue of the Kablegram.

Colonel Harrison S.
Dey graduated from
Dartmouth College in 1927.
He joined the faculty of
SMA in September of that
year as an instructor in
History. He also became an
assistant coach of the school
baseball team.

During the succeeding
years, he held positions of
coach of the basketball
team, Director of Athletics,
Alumni Secretary, School
Field Representative. In 1950 he was named registrar and
public relations director.

In December of 1952, the SMA Board of Directors
accepted the resignation of Colonel Homer Jones and named
Colonel Dey as Acting Superintendent effective January 1,
1953.

SMA History, Chapter 12. The Superintendents

Colonel Dey was named permanent Superintendent
the following year. Colonel Dey continued as the
Superintendent of SMA until the sale of the school in January
of 1973. With the exception of SMA’s founder, Captain W.
H. Kable, Colonel Dey’s tenure as Superintendent was the
longest in SMA’s history.

Colonel Dey remained active with the SMA Alumni
Association until his death during the 1986 SMAAA reunion.

Colonel William C. Moon joined SMA in September of
1950 after receiving a B.S.
from the University of
Virginia. His initial
assignment at the school
was as an instructor in
French and Spanish. In later
years, he also received a
Master of Education from
UVA.

Colonel Moon was
named the head of the
Language Department in
1958. He stayed in that
position until he was named
school Guidance Counselor
in 1967. He further took on
the roles of Asst. Superintendent in 1968 and Alumni
Secretary in 1969.

Colonel Moon was named Superintendent on January 1,
1973 upon Colonel Dey’s resignation. Colonel Moon resigned
the position of Superintendent in 1974.

Colonel Moon went on to become the Superintendent of
Massanutten Military Academy for seventeen years from
1974 until his retirement in 1991. He passed away on October
29, 2000.

James Noffsinger
was born in Wellman, IA
on February 21, 1931.
He attended Iowa State
College and graduated
with a B.S. in Industrial
Engineering and was
commissioned as a 2nd

Lieutenant in the US Air
Force through the
ROTC program. He
served in B-52’s until
1963 when he went to
the Air Force Institute of
Technology and the

Cranfield Institute of Technology, England, to obtain his M.S.
in Aerospace Engineering.

Colonel Homer W. Jones
1951 - 1952

Colonel Harrison S. Dey
1953 - 1973

Colonel William C. Moon
1973 - 1974

Colonel James L. Noffsinger
1974 - 1975

Bissell boys: Gary, Drew, and Colin. Only man in VWIL band, Col. Brodie, Band instructor.

Captain Amanda Lancaster Bennett with daughter, Lily. The General’s next assignment, grandchildren.

General Bissell with VWIL corps

General Bissell with VWIL graduates.
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Colonel Noffsinger served in Vietnam with the 361st Tactical Electronics Warfare Squadron, Nha Trang, from 1967-1968. He
then served at Wright-Patterson Air Force base in the Air Force Systems Command Group until his retirement from the Air Force
in 1974.

Colonel Noffsinger joined SMA as Superintendent in 1974, leaving in May of 1975. He continued in the Education field until
his full retirement in June 1991.

Layne Leoffler graduated from SMA in June 1940 after four years at the Academy. He
worked in the Golf course industry for many years amassing a fortune that he was willing to risk
to save the Academy.

In November of 1972, Mr. Leoffler put forth an offer to purchase the ailing Academy from
the Kable family and continue to run it as a Military Academy. The offer was accepted and Mr.
Leoffler’s non-profit corporation assumed ownership of the Academy in January 1973.

Enrollments continued to fall and the Academy went into Bankruptcy in July of 1975. Mr.
Leoffler was forced to close the Academy in July 1976 and liquidate the Academy’s assets. Mr.
Leoffler lost over $725,000 in his effort to save the Academy.

Mr. Leoffler moved to Ormond Beach, FL after closing the Academy and returned to the
Golfing Industry until his death in 1989.

Don graduated from the Staunton Military Academy and later attended the University
of Virginia. He was an accomplished CPA for over 50 years and worked for firms in
Hampton and later was CFO of Progress Printing Company in Lynchburg, Virginia and
President of In Mind, Inc. in Forest, Virginia. Don was proud of the education he received
at Staunton Military Academy, excelling in all aspects of cadet life during his six years
there. It was at the Academy that his Renaissance nature became apparent.

In academics, Don maintained a 90%+ average every year, putting him on the
Superintendent’s list for his entire stay at the Academy. Additionally, he won several academic
medals for highest grades in a subject each year including the English medal, the Plane
Geometry medal, and the Latin medal. In sports, Don participated in intramural sports playing
everything from J.V. football to Cross County Track to Baseball to the Rifle Team. In the
Corps of Cadets, Don rose in rank each year to the highest rank allowed by class. When he
graduated, he was a Cadet Major in charge of the 2nd Battalion and was the North Barracks
Commander. Additionally, Don was a member of the Howie Rifles Drill Team for three
years.

As SMA went into Bankruptcy in the mid 1970’s, Don came back to the school to try to
help find a way to save it. He worked with both an Educational Institute and the SMA
Alumni Association to try to come up with a workable plan that the creditors and the school

management could agree on. In this effort he offered up $1,000,000 of his own money. But alas, the effort was unsuccessful and
the school closed in 1976.

Don then purchased the school name and much of the SMA memorabilia. He opened SMA again in Hampton, Virginia, for the
1977-1978 school term in a commercial building that he owned. This effort cost him $250,000 of his own money. At the end of that
term, he realized the effort was unsustainable and closed the Academy for good. In the early 1980’s Don worked with Horace
Parsley (SMA ’24) and Ike Kivilighan (SMA ‘29) to move the ownership of the SMA name and the SMA memorabilia to the
SMA Alumni Association.

Don, during an interview for the SMA history project, best summed up his feelings for the school by saying – “When I think
of SMA, and that is often, it feels more like “home” than anyplace I ever lived”.

His remarks are in many a cadet’s heart to this day.

Layne Leoffler
1975 - 1976

James Donald Allen
Last Superintendent of SMA

Col Gary Bissell with his father, Gen.Mike Bissell. Hard work for the Color Guard on a windy day in October.

Gen. Bissell passes the flag to MBC President Pamela Fox. MBC President Pamela Fox passes the flag to
Brig. Gen. Teresa Djuric.

General Peay, VMI Commandant, speaks
at Change of Command ceremony.

Gen. Bissell with VMI classmates.

Gen. Bissell and SMA friends.
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Continued from page 7

briefly
From the Editor: I need some stories
about Dennis Case.

This reunion, yours truly will have a “major
opportunity” to speak about Dennis Case.  Since there are
so many of you who remember Dennis, I have decided to
ask for your help.  Please send me a short paragraph or two,
taken from some of your memories about him. Any topic will
do… for example, his English class, working on the
Kablegram, or tales from the Head Master’s office.  I will
use your stories to put together a brief talk for the reunion.
Your help will make the talk much more meaningful.
Email: holmesbw@comcast.net

Thank you,
Burdette Holmes, SMA ‘62
1773 Stanford Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55105

(By the way, the quotation marks in the first sentence are for
Robert Wease, who, as you remember, offered both “major”

and “minor” opportunities in his Government class.)

To: The Members of the Class of 1972

Our class officers will be contacting you in the near
future to determine interest in the compilation
of “autobiographical narratives” of class members to
distribute to all 1972 graduates.  If you are interested in
participating, but are not included in the e-mail directory, or if
your e-mail address has changed, please contact class
secretary Bob Thomas at repthomas@bellsouth.net to provide
contact information. This is not related to the SMA directory
currently being compiled by Harris Connect. 

Robert E. Thomas, SMA ‘72

Deadline for the February Kablegram-Leader (1st

Quarter, 2014)

Currently, we plan to publish the first quarter issue
of the Kablegram-Leader in February. This will be an online
issue; so we will not print and mail you a copy UNLESS you
request it from the SMA Alumni Association! The deadline
for articles is January 15, 2014.

Please submit your articles and pictures as soon as
you can.  This issue will be viewable online about a month

before the 2014 Reunion (March 28, 29).

Recommended Reading for “Old Boys”

As most of you know, Barry Longyear, SMA ’60, is
one of America’s premier science fiction and mystery writers.
His latest Joe Torio mystery, Rope, Paper, Scissors, is a trilogy
that takes place in and around Soldier Heights Military Academy.
That’s right, SHMA.  Sounds familiar, doesn’t it?  In fact, Barry
has built this novel around his experiences here at Staunton
Military Academy and how good old SMA might have looked,
had it survived into the 21st century.  His descriptions of South
Barracks, the Mess Hall, and beat squad are unbelievable.
Reading the trilogy is almost like being there!

Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59, went so far as to say
the books should be required reading for all of us “Old Boys”.
(See his letter to the Editor.)  He has a point.  Rope, Paper,
Scissors is interesting, the story is modern, and I recommend

the books to anyone that enjoys reading.

Sweet Deal! Sponsors Needed for VWIL Cadets at
the Saturday night Banquet.

The SMA Alumni Association would like to seat a
VWIL cadet at each table during the Reunion Banquet on
Saturday evening (March 29th).  You can make this possible
by sponsoring a cadet for $50.00.  A cadet at each table will
provide you the opportunity to talk one-on-one with the
women who have accomplished such great things through
the VWIL program. The future of VWIL is especially exciting,
because many changes are being made with the full backing
of Mary Baldwin College. If you can help by sponsoring a
cadet, please send your check made out to SMAAA in the
amount of $50.00. Use the reunion registration form available
in this issue or online.  Mail it to SMAAA, P.O. BOX 958,
STAUNTON, VA 24401.  Of course, you may sponsor as
many cadets as you like.

This year, there is an added bonus.  A local SMA
alumnus, Harry Bruckno (also former president of the SMA
Alumni Association), is a beekeeper in Augusta County.  He
has graciously offered to donate a bottle of Shenandoah
Valley honey to anyone who sponsors a VWIL cadet to our
banquet.  Thank you, Harry!  Keep those bees busy.

How will veterans re-entering the civilian work force adapt in an
economy in which the national unemployment rate was 7.3 percent (in
October)? Sharpe asked.  In addition to a shortage of jobs in the United States,
she mentioned the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’ backlog of hundreds
of thousands of claims. The federal budget crises and sequestration add to the
problems, she said.  “It’s sometimes hard (for veterans) to feel loyal ... ,” she
said. “Veterans organizations have never been so critical,” Sharpe said, adding
that veterans such as members of the American Legion know the challenges
of having served and adjusting when they returned home.  She challenged the
American Legion to reach out to help veterans. “Now more than ever they
need your help to find their way back home,” she said.  Sharpe began her
remarks by thanking the American Legion veterans for having fought for
America’s freedoms, and she told the history of Armistice Day, Memorial Day
and Veterans Day.

Sharpe is the daughter of Doug Sharpe and Patricia Handy, both of
Martinsville. She graduated from Martinsville High School in 1995.  She entered

the Army as a Distinguished Military Graduate in May 1999 through the Reserve Officer Training Program at the Virginia Military
Institute, where she was a part of the pioneer class of the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership at Mary Baldwin
College, according to the banquet program. She completed the CH-47D Chinook Aircraft Qualification Course in 2000.  She
served in Operation Enduring Freedom I from December 2001 until August 2002 in Pakistan and in various posts in Afghanistan;
Operation Iraqi Freedom I from February 2003 until July 2003; Operation Iraqi Freedom 5 from November 2005 through November
2006; and Operation New Dawn in Kuwait from February 2011 until February 2012, according to the banquet program.

Her awards and decorations include: the Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Medal, Army Commendation
Medal, Army Achievement Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, Global
War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service
Ribbon, the Meritorius Unit Citation, the Senior Aviators Badge and the Airborne Badge, according to the banquet program.  She
is stationed at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina.

Originally printed in the Martinsville Bulletin, November 10, 2013

Maj. Sherri L. Sharpe speaks at the American Legion
Post 78 Veterans Day program Saturday.

(Bulletin photo by Mike Wray)

Army major presents issues, concerns at Veterans Day program (cont.)

VWIL CHANGE OF COMMAND AND FAREWELL PARADES

Harry Bruckno, SMA ’62 and Gen. Mike Bissell. Maj. Sherri Sharpe, Mrs. Bissell, and
Maj. Trimble Bailey, VWIL ’99.
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In Need of an SMA Blanket.

William Teufel, SMA ’66 sent Master Sergeant
Arlene Nicely a request for one of the SMA blankets (the
blue one with the gold hat shield in the middle).  Since the
museum does not have one, and since  there is no place to
make them (like so much of the SMA “memories”), William
is asking the alumni if anyone has a blanket who would like
to sell it to him.  Cadet Teufel said his was stolen, and he is
trying to replace it.  William can be reached by email
(billteufel@yahoo.com), and his phone number is (310) 614-
1091.

Editor’s note.  Good luck, Bill.  Old SMA

blankets are as rare as hen’s teeth.

briefly

Don’t Forget the SMA Raffle.

This is the second year of our reunion raffle.  Last
year’s winner, Walter Kircher of the class of ’70 is shown
below, holding a facsimile of his check.  This year’s winner
will hold an even better check, as sales are already ahead
of last year’s pace.  Details about purchasing a ticket are
included in this issue.

At the reunion last March, Al Rossy awarded
the top prize to Walter Kircher, SMA ’70.

My Indebtedness to SMA and Friends
by Walter G. Johnson, SMA ‘66

It was 50 years ago this month that I first stepped on the campus of Staunton Military Academy. I still remember the combination of
fear and excitement that day brought. My own father was an alum (class of ’38), but nothing he could have said would have prepared
me for that day. If he had tried, I probably would have discarded his good advice as I did numerous times later. For those of us who lived
that day, regardless of the year it occurred, our lives were changed forever. Some remember positive changes, some remember negative
changes and those of us more enlightened chaps see that day as a combination of both. I remember a thinly veiled curiosity and pride as
I craned to catch a glimpse of my new uniform in the reflections of the numerous store windows in downtown Staunton, many of which
are still there. I remember how anxious I was about having my parents leave, and how quickly I became homesick, missed them both,
and realized this ‘independence’ thing was an illusion.

In 1963 my father was 43 years old. My stepson is 43! My grandmother was 67, a year older than I am now. My oldest grandchild
is closer to my age then than my daughter! For better or worse, we have become those that we admired or loathed. Remember how you
felt about those people and realize that, to paraphrase Pogo (REALLY dating myself) ‘we are now them’.

SMA alumni understand that the institution was two fathers, and we all have the ability to determine which influences us the most.
SMA also taught us a little about immortality. The postmortem has been written, and some of the buildings have been torn down, but to
those of us that have returned, South Barracks is still there, if only in our memories. We still see those young, unlined faces with flat
stomachs and heads full of hair, albeit close-cropped. I remember my first recent-day reunion, and how, as I met old classmates, I saw
their last Yearbook picture and not what life had reconfigured.

My SMA friends are the least seen group of my life yet remain the best. After Katrina I got telephone calls from people I
had not seen in over 39 years offering me a place to stay and even offers of coming to pick me up. SMA alumni occupy more names on
my email list than any other group. Nothing I have experienced in life has ever shown as much friendship after so many years.
I shall be forever grateful and indebted to my SMA friends. They have all touched my life.

Truth, Duty, Honor
Walter G. Johnson, ’66

Editor’s Note: The above article was originally posted by Walter on the SMA Facebook page on 10 September 2013.  Several
alumni liked it, and Mark Orr asked Walter for permission to include it in the Kablegram-Leader.  As cadets, we may not have
appreciated or understood Walter’s words, but perhaps today we can all resonate with what Walter says.

Several programmatic changes greeted returning cadets
and approximately 32 nULLs at the start of the 2013–14
academic year. In a focused effort to serve cadets who want
to pursue civilian professions as well as those who plan to
commission into the military, VWIL students in the citizen
leader track will participate in new leadership symposia and
development classes. In addition, staff members are working
to cultivate networks of VWIL alumnae who will interact with
current students, and they are revising the physical training
program with the help of the athletics department. “We will
focus on enhanced marketing and recruitment, building up our
citizen leader track, and making our leadership development
process even more intentional with ongoing mentoring and
coaching,” Patrick said.

When Brigadier General N. Michael Bissell announced
his retirement earlier this year, it signaled the end of an era
for Mary Baldwin’s nearly 20-year-old women’s leadership
program. “I have had many exciting and interesting commands
in my career — from the corps level down to the company
level — but I do not think I have enjoyed any of them as
much as I have enjoyed working with the VWIL corps,” said
Bissell, who has served as the Virginia Women’s Institute for
Leadership’s commandant of cadets since 1999, prior to which
he contributed to the program’s development as a consultant
for several years.

Since VWIL’s founding, Bissell, 74, has seen the
organization grow from an audacious idea into a premiere
leadership program for women, fostering military and civilian
lives of global citizenship and purpose. Upon the naming of
his successor, Bissell became founding commandant emeritus.
Bissell perpetually touted VWIL’s method of preparing
students for private sector and military roles, including the
unique way MBC gives young cadets the confidence to be
female leaders, rather than conforming to male leadership
styles. He expressed respect for both the hard work of cadets
and the accomplishments of alumnae at the program’s 10th

anniversary celebration in 2004. “From the beginning, VWIL
has provided an unparalleled opportunity for young women
to develop the skills, discipline, and character needed to
succeed in their chosen careers,” he said.

Bissell graduated from the Virginia Military Institute
(VMI) and was commissioned into the U.S. Army as an
infantryman and later served as an aviator. He retired fromthe
U.S. Army to become the program manager for the new
Army stealth helicopter, the Comanche, for the Boeing and
Sikorsky Aircraft Team. After the team won the $30 billion
contract, he returned to VMI in 1990 to become its first full-
time commandant of cadets. Bissell later became the deputy
superintendent, responsible for the assimilation of women into
the VMI Corps of Cadets. Bissell’s considerable military
experience includes two combat tours in Vietnam as a
helicopter pilot. While in Vietnam, he was nominated for the
Congressional Medal of Honor and received the Distinguished
Service Cross. Included among his other awards are the
Distinguished Service Medal, the Defense Superior Service
Medal, the Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Bronze
Star with V Device, the Air Medal with V Device and 26
Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Purple Heart. In 2002, he was
awarded the Gold Order of Saint Michael by the Army
Aviation Association of America and, most recently, he was
inducted into the Army Aviation Hall of Fame.

Army major presents issues, concerns at Veterans Day program
By PAUL COLLINS - Bulletin Staff Writer

Army Maj. Sherri L. Sharpe discussed “Military After War” — including various challenges facing veterans and their families,
and the downsizing of the military — at American Legion Homer Dillard Post 78’s Veterans Day banquet Saturday night.

Sharpe, originally from Martinsville, was the keynote speaker at the banquet at the Horsepasture District Volunteer Fire Department.
An estimated 300 people attended.  Sharpe talked about the challenges of veterans returning home after deployment and reintegrating
into their families. Are they injured? Have they changed? Have their families changed? Are their roles different? she asked.

She talked about the downsizing of the military now that the war in Iraq is over and the end of the war in Afghanistan is in
sight. For instance, she said, the Army plans to cut troops by 80,000 — from 570,000 to 490,000 — by 2017. Attrition will take care
of part of that, but also tougher retention guidelines will result in some soldiers being asked to leave who, in the past, might have
been asked to stay on, she said.

Brig. General Mike Bissell says goodbye at
his farewell parade on October 27, 2013.
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Our time at SMA gave us the opportunity to experience many things that others in our age group never did. One of these
experiences was learning to live with people outside of our families. Most people did not experience this until they left for
college or the Armed Forces and were therefore older (and perhaps a little wiser). At SMA, cadets had this life lesson as young
as eleven or twelve.

As with our families, we were rarely able to choose our roommates and learned to live with the hand dealt us. Sometimes
the cards were good to us, and some times not. However, good hand or not, I doubt that any of us have ever forgotten those
people we lived so closely with all those years ago. Some of the room numbers have faded, the class schedules have long been
forgotten, the girl we took to the Rat Hop is long from our minds. However, our roommates were the family that we had those
years long ago and will never leave our memories, no matter how hard we may try.

Jerry Karnas, John Eppinger, Chuck Swafford, Don Windley, Mark Schwamberger, Bobby Wellons, J.J. Heinz; these
were the people that I roomed with through my four years at the academy. These are the names and teenaged faces that I will
never forget.

The only roommate I have ever seen since I graduated from the Academy was Don Windley. I ran into him several times
in Staunton and at reunions until his death in 2007. I have talked to John Eppinger, Mark Schwamberger, Bobby Wellons, and
J.J. Heinz a time or two.

September 1966 thru May 1967 - Freshman Year
Room 304 South Barracks - Jerry Karnas and John Eppinger were the first two people from whom I learned the lesson

of living with strangers. I met them the first day that we three all became cadets (a.k.a. Rats). I quickly realized that Jerry and
I were at opposite ends of the Military School enjoyment scale. I wanted rank and the status that came from it, Jerry wanted
status of another kind. John was sort of in the middle and was probably one of the easiest going people I ever met. The big
adventure that we had as roommates was the AMA raid in November of 1966 (Kablegram Nov. 2009). John did not return to
the Academy after that first year. I talked with him in the early 2000’s for the first time since May 1967 while I was locating
alumni to expand the SMAAA roster. Jerry finally graduated from the Academy in 1971, but died in an accident at his father’s
lumberyard a year or two later.

September 1967 thru May 1968 – Sophomore Year
Room 306 South Barracks - When I reported to the Academy for my sophomore year, I found I was to be roomed with

Chuck Swafford. We were both squad leaders in B Company. As a side note, Capt. Neilson, the Sophomore English Instructor,
informed me one day early in the school year what the term ‘Sophomoric’ meant and how it handily applied to me back then.
(OK –it probably still applies today.) Looking back, I now see how his observation was correct. Hence, I shall use the term
liberally through the rest of this section to bring a sense of understanding to the reader of Chuck and me as roommates. Life with
Chuck was easy in our sophomoric ways as we went through that year that tends to divide one from being a boy to being a
man. The funniest incident that we had as roommates came in the way of a couple of room inspections of the type that occurred
during the week.

Returning from classes one day, we saw on the company bulletin board that our section of the gallery had undergone room
inspection and we had survived without getting any demerits. Since there had been an inspection that day, we figured with our
little sophomoric brains that we were safe from inspection the following day. Therefore, continuing in a sophomoric pattern, we
left our room a mess with unmade beds, upswept floors, and Presses in disorder. As you can guess the outcome, the room was
inspected again that day. Since there was no excuse for our actions, we answered the stick to Col. Cleveland with un-
sophomoric humility and took responsibility for our sophomoric behavior. A couple of Friday nights on Beat Squad gave us
both the time to learn and grow out of our sophomoric ways. Chuck Swafford left the Academy in October of 1968. He is not
on the SMAAA roles, and my efforts over the years to locate him have been unsuccessful.

September 1968 thru May 1969 – Junior Year
Room 212 South Barracks - Checking into the Academy for my junior year, I found myself in the company of Don

Windley. I had come back that year at the rank of Sergeant First Class. Don continued following his stripe-a-year plan and was

Bissell may be retiring, Caudill said, but his wife, Jan,
has only had her job increased. He and his wife will now
spend time with seven children, 17 grandchildren and one
grandchild. The program has only been around for nearly
two decades, and Bissell feels Djuric will provide a
wonderful addition to the program, and is someone who
will instill the proper ideals in the cadets. “She seems
aggressive and has some wonderful ideas,” Bissell said.

With a background of 30 years in the Air Force, Djuric
will be responsible for overseeing the leadership
development program for all the cadets in the VWIL
program. That will mean adding structure to the cadets’
personal lives, which includes mapping out study time and
laying the groundwork for becoming organized and an
essential part of society.

Djuric has led small and large academic and operational
units and has served as an instructor to military and civilian

audiences. As commander of the Jeanne M. Holm Center
for Officer Accessions and Citizen Development at Air
University, Djuric established the first Air Force civilian
leadership course for newly hired civilians. She led 2,500
instructors responsible for training 23,000 cadets at
universities and officer training schools and 115,000 JROTC
cadets at 884 high schools and managed the Air University
officer training campus. It was during her time at the Holm
Center that she realized her future was in higher education.
“I have prepared myself for 30 years for a job just like
this,” Djuric said. Djuric took the new position Oct. 1.

Bissell leaves a lasting marking on every organization
he’s been a part of, especially at VWIL, said Gen. J.H.
Binford Peay III, superintendent of Virginia Military
Institute. “If you are really one looking for a hero, you
need to look no further than Mike Bissell,” Peay said.

Originally published by Newsleader.com on October
18, 2013.

VWIL Change of Command Ceremony (cont.)

VWIL Embraces Vision During Transition
By Amanda Bennett Lancaster October 28, 2013

In May 2014, the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) will celebrate its 15th graduating class, a milestone that
comes on the heels of a transitional period for the distinctive all-female corps of cadets. “President Fox called this a ‘defining year’
when she spoke to the corps as they assembled at the beginning of the year. And indeed it is, as we build on the solid foundation
laid by the late Dr. Brenda Bryant as founding director and Brigadier General Mike Bissell as founding commandant,” said Col.
Melissa Patrick ’78, who returned to her alma mater in 2012 to serve as deputy commandant. “This time represents a launch point
for VWIL’s second chapter and increasing Mary Baldwin College’s recognition as the finest collegiate-level leadership development
program for young women.” Bryant maintained close ties with the corps — teaching leadership courses and often participating in
physical training with cadets — as she moved into other administrative positions at the college before her passing in August 2012.
The most dramatic shift in VWIL leadership was the retirement announcement of Bissell in summer 2013. The decorated Vietnam
veteran assisted early on with development of the military aspects of the program first as a volunteer and later as a full-time staff
member, and he continued to serve as commandant while the college conducted a nationwide search for his successor.

In October, the VWIL family welcomed its new leader, U.S. Air Force Brigadier General Teresa Djuric, who most recently
served as deputy director in the Space Intelligence Office at the Pentagon. Over the course of her career, Djuric established the
first Air Force civilian leadership course, managed the Air University officer training campus, and operated space systems at three
space wings. She also deployed to Southwest Asia as the first director for space forces to support the war on terrorism and served
on staffs at the Air Force Personnel Center, U.S. Pacific Command, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, and the Office of the Secretary
of Defense. “I’m eager to guide the corps into the next chapter of its legacy, and I’m already inspired by the cadets’ dedication to
their education and willingness to participate in this challenging military environment and leadership program,” Djuric said.

Former U.S. Army Capt. Amelia “Amy” Underwood joined the VWIL staff in July as director of leadership development and
academic affairs, following the departure of Karen Parker, who worked closely with VWIL students for more than a decade. One
of the early female graduates of West Point, Underwood worked in academia and as a sales engineer for Mobil Oil Corporation
after her tenure in the Army. “I don’t think I could have written a better job description for myself,” said Underwood, who will
introduce a course during spring semester on the American military experience. “I have long been interested in the education of
women for leadership roles.”

By Greg Robertson, SMA ‘70
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a Buck Sergeant. While I am sure that we had been in classes together in the previous two years, I must admit that I did not
recognize him or his name as he sat on his bed smoking while I hauled my trunk into the room. We were as not diametrically
opposed on the Military School enjoyment scale as Jerry Karnas and I were, but he was not interested in obtaining great levels
of rank at the school. He proposed an interesting methodology for us to use to determine who would be room orderly each day.
He agreed to keep the room neat but no more. If I wanted to work on certain days to keep the room up at merit level, then I
could be the room orderly for those days. He would take room orderly on those days I did not want to work that hard. That
arrangement worked well for both of us the whole year.

Besides the assistance that he gave me on my adventure into the steam tunnels (Kablegram Feb. 2011), the most vivid
memory I have of him was the day of the big snowstorm. The snow and ice had fallen for the whole day before and power had
gone out in the town. Classes were canceled for the day for the first time in the school’s history. Meals were sandwiches, cereal,
and cold milk. Snowball fights reaching battalion strength transpired on Flagpole Hill and Echols Field. I returned to the room
after some such activity only to find Don and some other cadet, whose name has long since been forgotten, sitting next to the
trash can. They were wadding up paper and throwing it into a continuous small fire that they had built to stay warm. I remember
looking at them, shaking my head, and backing out of the room. I felt my best course of action at the time was to ignore the
situation, forget it, and give myself plausible deniability if ever questioned about such behavior.

September 1969 thru November 1969 - Senior Year
Room 121 South Barracks - I arrived at the Academy three days prior to the start of the school year with the other

Company and Field Grade cadets for officer orientation. I had obtained the rank of First Lieutenant with the assignment as A
Company Commander. When the other cadet officers arrived two days later, I met my two roommates for what I thought
would be the rest of the year. These were Mark Schwamberger and Bobby Wellons. Mark was a fourth year cadet like me,
while Bobby was in his second year. Once again, I must admit that I did not remember them from the year before, my life until
then being wrapped up in B Company. Mark and Bobby had both been in A Company the year before.

We resided in the corner room on the Southeast corner of the first gallery, South Barracks. We outfitted it with a lounge
chair, stereo, and wall posters. I have pictures of the three of us and several other cadets playing ‘03 guitars and ottoman drums
in a moment of levity. While those pictures tell of fun together, the three of us and Don Deutsch, the company First Sergeant,
somehow worked the company into shape. The Company won Honor Company for October and Squad Drill Competition at
Thanksgiving. I believe both of these events contributed to my next change of rooms and roommates.

November 1969 thru June 1970 - Senior Year
The Guard House South Barracks - On Monday, December 1 (or there abouts), I was called into Col. Richter’s

office. Col. Richter was the Senior Army Instructor at the time. He told me that the First Battalion Commander had been
reduced in rank and my new Corps assignment was as First Battalion Commander. I moved into the Guard House in the center
of South Barracks with J.J. Heinz, the Corps Commander.

I do not know how the other cadets who lived in the Guard House did it, but J.J. and I treated the Guard House like
a two bedroom, no bath apartment. I had the ground floor for the rest of the first semester while he lived in the upstairs. At the
beginning of the second semester, we switched.

This arrangement had an interesting effect. While we were technically roommates, we did not live together and the
sense of being roommates was lost. There were no philosophical discussions of the meaning of life into the night after Taps. No
undressing and dressing in front of each other. The arrangement was closer to being apartment mates.

The only adventure that I could say that J.J. and I had during the year was in the aftermath of the time I was attacked
by Townies just below South Barracks (Kablegram 11 – 2011). J.J. sat next to me that day in court and supported me through
it, just like a roommate should.

While I’ve talked to J.J. a couple of times since leaving SMA, the last time I saw him was on Graduation day, June, 2nd
1970 and the memory is still etched in my mind. I was standing on the balcony of the Holiday Inn. He was down on the street
walking his girlfriend back to Stuart Hall. Others walked with them; probably Kevin Gorman & Susan, Rick Edwards &
Abbie, and I think Sarah Phillips, Abbie’s roommate at Stuart Hall.

Watching young lovers stroll away is not a bad memory to have as the last one of my time as SMA.

New Commandant Empowers Founders Day Audience
By Amanda Bennett Lancaster October 4, 2013

In her first official appearance as commandant of cadets of
the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership, Brigadier General
Teresa Djuric delivered an energetic message to Mary Baldwin
College seniors during her Founders Day 2013 address.

“This past month at Mary Baldwin has been full of special
events recognizing the freshman class and enriching their first-
year experience… today we shift the focus to you. That’s right,
it’s all about you, and I plan to make your lives easier by sharing
my thoughts on the power of empowering,” Djuric said to begin
her speech.

A retired air force officer who most recently served as
deputy director in the Space Intelligence Office at the Pentagon,

Djuric drew on her military and civilian leadership experiences to motivate the audience of
students, faculty, staff, and community guests.

“When we energize people to tackle challenges, we’re all rewarded by their commitment
to increase quality and achieve high degrees of success,” she said.

VWIL Change of Command Ceremony

Staunton — As each company moved in one syncopated motion, the band prepared to play. It was a true demonstration of
control as each leg moved in time and the cadets seemed like a blur of just green and white.

During the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership Change of Command Parade for Commandant of Cadets on Thursday,
Brig. Gen. Mike Bissell stood stoically. Bissell was the founding leader of VWIL, the only all-female cadet corps in the country,
for 19 years, and helped the program flourish. “I don’t want to leave,” he said. But after suffering a stroke in mid-April, Bissell
lost his eyesight and has trouble remembering things. Pressured by his wife and family, he chose to retire, but stayed on until
Mary Baldwin’s President Pamela Fox found a replacement, which wasn’t too hard.  Brig. Gen. Terry Djuric was chomping at
the bit to take up the leadership role at the college.

In what Bissell describes as a tragic year, he suffered his stroke days after the death of one of the founding directors of
VWIL, Brenda Bryant, former dean of students and senior vice president for the college. It was hard to pick the momentum back
up after that, Bissell said. One thing he wants to see is for the corps to grow. VWIL has 120 cadets, he wants more than 200. “I
have a dream of what we should be doing to fix this quickly,” he said. “This dream is that we really start recruiting for this corps.”

Hundreds gathered for the first formal change of command in VWIL’s history. Serving two service tours in Vietnam, Bissell
was nominated for the Congressional Medal of Honor and received the Distinguished Service Medal. A decorated member of the
U.S. Army, he became the first full-time Commandant of Cadets in 1999. “He has given to his students, with honor and distinction,”
said retired Air Force Col. and Chaplain Charles Caudill, a good friend of Bissell. He has to retire because he has no more room
for medals on his uniform,” Caudill joked.

General Teresa Djuric
addressing MBC seniors.

MBC Seniors, Class of ’14.
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VWIL        NEWS
Update 11-15-13

By Peter Birckhead ‘73

As many of you know from reading the May and September 2013 issues of the Kablegram-Leader, the SMAAA has
established the Legacy Fund Project Committee.  As Chair of the Committee, I mentioned in the May story that I would provide
routine updates on the progress of our committee with every issue of the Kablegram-Leader. Since this past May and September
the following has been accomplished by the committee and your association board:

I A GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION HAS BEEN SET AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

The Legacy Fund Project Committee has set a Goal to raise $1.5 Million in order to provide the necessary principal
(invested) amount of money to yield a return sufficient to carry out its mission to support the Staunton Military Academy
Alumni Association in perpetuity and to support scholarship recipients or organizations, such as the Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Program, which exhibit the core values of “Truth, Duty, and Honor”.

II The Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association Partners with Harris Connect to Produce a New
SMA Alumni Directory

SMA Old Boys change emails, jobs and locations so often that it is hard for our alumni association to keep up with everyone.
As a result, your alumni association has contracted with Harris Connect, a leading publisher of alumni directories throughout the U.S.,
to update contact information on all of our alumni around the world so that they can keep up-to-date on alumni news, activities and
future reunions. Harris Connect will also help produce a beautiful hardcover and softcover publication that will allow SMA alumni to
find their old school buddies for personal reconnecting and professional networking.

Simultaneously with this effort with Harris Connect, several SMA alumni, led by Ed Smith, SMA ’76, from the last four
decades will be reaching out to members of their class by phone, email, Facebook, and/or snail mail to help with verification of contact
information and re-building of their class year data base.

III NEW SMAAA FUNDING BINS CREATED AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

The 15 “funding bins” or ways for you to contribute to your association and its beneficiaries have been eliminated.  We
now have the following ways for you to support your alumni association and VWIL

1) SMAAA MEMBERSHIP FUND – your membership dues
2) SMAAA FOUNDATION LEGACY FUNDS

A. HERITAGE FUND – help ensure the memories, traditions and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity
B. TRUTH, DUTY AND HONOR FUND – support scholarship recipients and organizations, such as the VWIL
Program at MBC, that exemplify the core values of Truth, Duty and Honor

IV GIFT GIVING MARKETING MATERIALS AND FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN

Gift Giving Marketing Materials have been created and we are gearing up for a public announcement of our fund raising
efforts at next year’s upcoming annual reunion. Be on the look-out for more information about this coming to you soon

V YOUR PAST AND ALL FUTURE DONATIONS HAVE BEEN OR ARE  NOW BEENING
PROPERLY INVESTED

Sid Huguenin, SMA ’73, with Morgan Stanley has been selected by the SMAAA Board to provide investment services for
the SMA Foundation Legacy Fund.  An Investment Policy has been written, An Investment Committee has been formed and
approximately $230,000 is being invested systematically now and over the next several months into the stock market.

If anyone has any questions or want to help please contact me directly.
Thanks!

Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net
713-819-1980

SMA Alumni Association Legacy Fund Project Committee

1994 Master of Arts degree in curriculum and instruction,
University of Colorado, Colorado Springs

1996 Distinguished graduate, Air Command and Staff
College, Air University, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

1999 Air War College, by correspondence.

2001 Master of Strategic Studies degree, Army War College,
Carlisle Barracks, Pa.

2006 Joint and Combined Warfighting School, National
Defense University, Norfolk, Va.

2006 Air Force Senior Leadership Course, Center for Creative
Leadership, Greensboro, N.C.

2007 Enterprise Leadership Seminar, Kenan-Flagler Business
School, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, N.C.

2009 Capstone General Officer Course, National Defense
University, Fort McNair, Washington, DC

2009 Program for Senior Executives in National and
International Security, John F. Kennedy School of
Government, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.

2010 Enterprise Leadership Seminar, Darden Business
School, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Va.

2011 Systems Acquisition Management Course, Defense
Acquisition University, Fort Belvoir, Va.

ASSIGNMENTS

1. October 1983 - August 1987, satellite operations officer
and CINC briefer, North American Aerospace Defense
Command, Cheyenne Mountain Air Station, Colo.

2. August 1987 - November 1988, crew commander, 5th
Space Warning Squadron, Woomera, Australia

3. November 1988 - January 1992, flight commander and
curriculum director, Squadron Officer School, Air University,
Maxwell AFB, Ala.

4. January 1992 - May 1994, section commander, 21st Crew
Training Squadron, Peterson AFB, Colo.

5. May 1994 - August 1995, flight commander, 21st
Operations Support Squadron, Peterson AFB, Colo.

6. July 1995 - June 1996, student, Air Command and Staff
College, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

7. June 1996 - March 1998, division chief and executive
officer, Assignments Directorate, Air Force Personnel
Command, Randolph AFB, Texas

8. March 1998 - June 2000, Commander, 614th Space
Operations Squadron, Vandenberg AFB, Calif.

9. June 2000 - June 2001, student, Army War College, Carlisle
Barracks, Pa.

10. July 2001 - June 2003, U.S. Strategic Command
representative to U.S. Pacific Command, Camp H.M. Smith,
Hawaii

11. June 2003 - May 2005, Commander, 21st Operations
Group, Peterson AFB, Colo. (April 2004 - August 2004,
Director of Space Forces, U.S. Central Command Air Forces,
Southwest Asia)

12. May 2005 - September 2006, division chief, Deputy Chief of
Staff for Strategic Plans and Programs, Headquarters U.S Air Force,
Washington, D.C.

13. September 2006 - May 2007, Vice Commander, 30th Space Wing,
Vandenberg AFB, Calif.

14. May 2007 - June 2008, Commander, 50th Space Wing, Schriever
AFB, Colo.

15. June 2008 - October 2010, Commander, Jeanne M. Holm Center
for Officer Accessions and Citizen Development, Air University,
Maxwell AFB, Ala.

16. October 2010 - present, Deputy Director, Space and Intelligence
Office, Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition,
Technology and Logistics, the Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

SUMMARY OF JOINT ASSIGNMENTS

1. October 1983 - August 1987, satellite operations officer and CINC
briefer, North American Aerospace Defense Command, Cheyenne
Mountain Air Station, Colo., as a lieutentant

2. July 2001 - June 2003, U.S. Strategic Command representative to
U.S. Pacific Command, Camp H.M. Smith, Hawaii, as a colonel

3. October 2010 - present, Office of the Under Secretary of Defense
for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics, the Pentagon,
Washington, D.C., as a brigadier general

BADGES

Command Space Badge

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

Defense Superior Service Medal

Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster

Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters

Joint Service Commendation Medal

Air Force Commendation Medal

Air Force Achievement Medal

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS

2005 Gen. Jerome O’Malley Distinguished Space Leadership Award

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION

Second Lieutenant Sept. 30, 1983

First Lieutenant Sept. 30, 1985

Captain Sept. 30, 1987

Major Oct. 1, 1995

Lieutenant Colonel Sept. 1, 1998

Colonel Aug. 1, 2002

Brigadier General Dec. 9, 2008
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VWIL        NEWS

College Names New VWIL Commandant
By Amanda Bennett Lancaster September 13, 2013

Following a nationwide search, Mary Baldwin College selected retired Air Force Brigadier General Teresa Djuric to
serve as the new commandant of cadets for the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) and special assistant to the
president, effective October 1, 2013.

Djuric — who most recently served as
deputy director in the Space Intelligence Office
at the Pentagon — succeeds Brigadier General
N. Michael Bissell, VWIL’s first commandant,
who announced his retirement in May.

In the search for a new commandant, the
college zeroed in on candidates who had
experience in command and administrative logistics
as well as leadership development programs in both
military and civilian settings. The new commandant
search committee also focused on candidates with
excellent organizational, communication, and
counseling skills.

“General Djuric has the experience,
credentials, and personal character to lead VWIL
into its next thriving chapter,” said MBC
President Pamela Fox. “She is exactly who we were hoping
to attract to the position — an accomplished individual with
passion and energy who will inspire students and colleagues
to excellence, build connections throughout our college
community and beyond, and evolve VWIL to be even more
successful in preparing young women to succeed in both
civilian and military careers.”

Djuric has led both small and large academic and
operational units; has served as an instructor to military and
civilian audiences; and as a four-time commander has
established solid working relationships with the national guard
and reserves, military services, school superintendents,
municipal officials, and community landowners. She also has
executed the most extensive Air Force Reserve Officer
Training Corps (ROTC) field-training overhaul in 60 years.

Djuric’s track record in leadership development also
proved attractive to administrators at Mary Baldwin, which
emphasizes student leadership opportunities within VWIL and
beyond. As commander of the Jeanne M. Holm Center for
Officer Accessions and Citizen Development at Air
University, Djuric established the first Air Force civilian
leadership course for newly hired civilians. She led 2,500
instructors responsible for training 23,000 cadets at universities
and officer training schools and 115,000 JROTC cadets at
884 high schools. Djuric managed the Air University officer
training campus, oversaw a $250 million budget and $28 million
in renovations, and was accountable for delivering 80 percent
of the Air Force’s new officers and cultivating citizens of
character.

In the course of her career, Djuric operated
space systems at three space wings; deployed
to Southwest Asia as the first director for space
forces to support the war on terrorism;
commanded at the squadron, group, wing and
educational center levels; and served on staffs
at the Air Force Personnel Center, U.S. Pacific
Command, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, and
the Office of the Secretary of Defense. In her
most recent role in the Space Intelligence Office,
Djuric led budget planning for space programs
valued at $12 billion and worked closely with
the under secretary of defense for acquisition,
technology, and logistics as the chief of staff
addressing congressional issues.

A decorated military leader, Djuric’s awards
include the Distinguished Service Medal, Defense Superior
Service Medal, Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster,
Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters, and
the General O’Malley Award for Distinguished Space
Leadership.

She earned master of strategic studies at the Army War
College, a master of arts in curriculum and instruction at the
University of Colorado, and a bachelor of science in computer
science at Mary Washington College.

“It’s an honor and privilege to join the Mary Baldwin
College community as we continue developing strong leaders
and involved citizens of character,” Djuric said.  “I’m eager
to guide the cadet corps into the next chapter of its legacy,
and I’m already inspired by the cadets’ dedication to their
education and willingness to participate in this challenging
military environment and leadership program.”

Editor’s Note.  The following biographical data was
provided by the U.S. Air Force.

EDUCATION

1983 Bachelor of Science degree in computer science, Mary
Washington College, Fredericksburg, Va.

1983 Distinguished graduate, Officer Training School, Lackland
AFB, Texas.

1987 Squadron Officer School, Air University, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

Brigadier General Teresa Djuric.
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tapsletters and email
To: SMA Alumni Association 09/16/2013

Hi Arlene,

You have my information correct.  Thank you for being there for Pam and me.  It is hard to explain my emotional connection
to SMA, and I rarely try.  You must have met many of us over the years, the stories you retold made me think you may understand
better than others why I wanted to return after all these years.  I am glad that I did and so is my wife, Pam.  She says she learned
more from the visit than she could from all the descriptions I gave her previously.

I don’t know if I’ll ever have the opportunity to visit again.  I am so glad I did this year.
Thanks,

Michael Lavery, SMA ‘67

Hi SMA Alumni, 09/27/2013
Bummed out about Duke’s passing, Dave Feagans, Dick Staunch and others. I had discussed with all three of them the

murder mystery I was writing that was set in a military school that would be borrowing heavily from SMA for the setting, and all
three were looking forward to it. Health problems of my own slowed things down to a snail’s pace, and the size of the story took
up more time. I talked about this novel with many of you, and many expressed a desire to see it once it was completed. So, now
it’s done. It’s 340,000 words long, and Rope Paper Scissors is being published as three volumes: Rope, Paper, and Scissors
respectively, available now in paperback on Amazon. Kindles should be available soon. Maybe they already are. I haven’t
checked.

With Duke Myers’s death, I feel like I’ve finally managed to turn in a very important assignment, but too late. I hope those of
you who read Rope Paper Scissors enjoy it. I worked hard on this story, and enjoyed the experience of writing it. The story
contains the following dedication: 

To those who ever wore
The blue-gray and black

And especially to all those who
Left their laughter, sweat, and tears

On the galleries and drill fields
of

The Hill
 
            So, it’s dedicated to Duke, Dave, Dick, so many others who are no longer here, and to all of you.

Barry Longyear, SMA ‘60

Editor’s Note. Robert Wood, SMA ’60, wrote a touching reply to Barry’s letter and graciously permitted me to print it here.
Thank you, Robert.

Subject: RE: It’s done. 09/27/2013
I wish I were writing a novel, Barry, but I am writing non-fiction.  We all went to SMA for different reasons!  Often, I am confronted

with “Military School… you must have been a problem child!”  Well, I wasn’t a problem child!  I didn’t spend my three years at SMA
on beat squad!  I was there because I had an overbearing father who I loved very much and who loved me very much.  Problem was
that he put so much pressure on me relative to my school work that it had become an obsession with him.  Otherwise, we were best
friends. He never could understand why I couldn’t spell, and I remember him throwing the spelling book across the room when I was in
the second grade.  He had a photographic memory, and my mind just didn’t work that way.  “Why didn’t you remember how it looked
on the page” he often asked?   I was paralyzed from it all, and it got obvious that I had to get away from it.  Thus I ended up staring at
a ceiling in Staunton, VA asking myself “what am I doing here?”, as I imagine all Rats did.

I struggled from the paralysis even after I got to SMA and dreaded the Friday night calls home I was expected to make. 
Algebra was a nightmare for me until I went to Summer School, and Robert Wease got me through it.  (I bet you thought he just
taught Government.)  I didn’t progress rank wise either, but rose only to Corporal (a misplaced 122 pound Corpsuckle from “A”
Company that didn’t fit in with all those jocks).

Dale Frederick Snell, SMA ‘57

Dale Frederick Snell, 74, of
Hollywood, MD, died Sunday,
September 8, 2013 at his home
surrounded by his loving family. Born
in Washington, DC on March 22,
1939, he was the son of the late Dale
Frederick Snell, Sr. and Jeanette
Crabbe.

Dale was a graduate of
Staunton Military Academy in
1957. On September 14, 1963, he married his beloved wife,
Aleida Vuyk Snell.

He was employed by the Federal Government in
Washington, DC until his retirement as an executive
assistant with US Customs. He enjoyed travelling
internationally and within the United States, particularly
to San Diego, CA and the New England states. His
hobbies included flower gardening, travelling, and
observing nature. However, his greatest love was his
family, especially the time he spent boating, fishing and
crabbing with his grandchildren. He was a Trustee of
Patuxent Presbyterian Church, past president and
secretary of Hollywood Lions Club, and Volunteer
Supporter of Young Life of St.
Mary’s County.

In addition to his wife, Dale is
also survived by his children Bryan
Snell (wife Amy) of Germantown,
MD and Sharon Nolan (husband
Brendan) of Greenville, NC; his
sister, Suzanne deBeers (husband
Sandy) of Waupaca, WI; and his
grandchildren, Ryan Snell, Jacob
Snell, Austin Snell, Ashley Nolan,
Troy Nolan. He is preceded in death
by his parents, an infant brother and
Dr. Edwin Snell. 

Peter G. Sweeting, SMA ‘61

Peter G. Sweeting passed
away on June 30, 2013.
Peter graduated from
Staunton Military Academy
as Cadet Lt. Colonel,
Battle Group Commander
in 1961.

No other information is
available at this time.

Dr. Archer K. Tullidge,

SMA ‘47

Dr. Archer Kilbourne Tullidge,
beloved husband and father, was
called home to be with the Lord
Sept. 26, 2013, at 4 p.m. He was
the son of George B. Tullidge and
Anne Hogshead Tullidge of
Staunton. He was educated at
Staunton Military Academy and
Bridgewater College in Virginia. Dr.
Tullidge received his medical training at The Medical College of
Virginia in Richmond and at the Boman Gray School of Medicine
in Winston-Salem, N.C. His career in medicine spanned a period

of 42 years, from 1957 until 1999. Dr. Tullidge was
also a United States Coast Guard veteran.

He is survived by his wife of 59 years,
Dorothy Lundy Tullidge; four sons, Dr. Archer K.
Tullidge Jr. of Tomball, Texas, George B. Tullidge
of Palm City, Fla., Lee Harrison Tullidge of Urbana,
Ohio, and James Lundy Tullidge of Tuscaloosa,
Ala.; one brother, Thomas H. Tullidge of Richmond,
Va. and one sister, Anne
Tullidge Bell of Troy, N.Y.
He is also survived by 14
grandchildren and six

great-grandchildren, with a great-
grandson soon to be born.

He was preceded in death by
one son, Stephen Timberlake Tullidge
Sr., and one brother, George Bowler
Tullidge III. Dr. Tullidge was a
member of the Grace Presbyterian
Church of America in Stuart, Fla. and
has attended the Capstone Village
Church at The Capstone Village Retirement Center in
Tuscaloosa, Ala.
Editor’s note: Tullidge Hall at Mary Baldwin College is
named after Dr. Tullidge’s family.

Cadet Snell in 1957.

 Dale Frederick Snell.

Cadet Sweeting in 1961.
Peter G. Sweeting.

Cadet Tullidge in 1947.

Dr. Archer Tullidge.
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letters and email

I was appointed guidon bearer my Senior year. I could scan and include ten letters between my Dad and Harrison Dey that
only got me summoned to the Supertendant’s office.  MORE PARALYSING pressure!  Half way through my Senior year, I was
still struggling and Captain “Digger” O’Dell, the “A” Company Advisor, walked into my room and said “if you can’t do your school
work, you can’t carry this company’s guidon!”  That Friday, my Dad told me that he had made the decision to wash his hands of
me. “You are going to make it or you won’t!”  He had talked to Dey that week, and Dey didn’t think I would graduate on
schedule.  Suddenly NO PRESSURE!  Voila!  He sure could have saved himself a ton of money by taking the pressure off when
I was in the third grade.  My wife tells me that her Dad would sign
her report card without even looking at the grades and she spells
perfectly.  The rest of the story is that suddenly I found it easy to
pursue my studies, and I managed to graduate on schedule.  It was
close, but I made it!  But when the Graduation Parade came I didn’t
get that gideon back.

Fast forward the video tape FIFTY YEARS.  My wife and I are
driving down the Skyline Drive, having flown into Reagan National
from Houston en route to Staunton, VA, because I knew that fifty
years ago great things had happened in my life there.  In that Senior
year, Bill Mundhenk and I lived in room 102 in South Barracks, and
Fegans and Myers lived in 101.  As we drove, I told her tales of my
days at SMA, and I also told her that “when we march down that hill
to that parade field, I am going to be carrying that guidon.”

After the reunion, Duke and I started e-mailing each other and I
copied you on some of those and I even got one from Duke telling
me that his daughter lives about six minutes from us here in Cypress,
TX.  On one of his e-mails he mentioned, almost casually, that he
was “haunted by cancer.”  Well Barry, I never brought it up in all the
subsequent e-mails that I sent him and I deeply regret that I didn’t tell him how he was in my thoughts and prayers and that I was
pulling for him with thing that haunted him!  Damn I feel low!  I never told him how special it was for me to have carried that
guidon that day because there couldn’t have been a soul on the earth that could have carried it that would have been more proud
to do it!  And so I thought I would tell you the story, copy Duke, and just maybe Duke will reach down from heaven into
cyberspace and read it; maybe his wife will stop by and see it framed on the bookshelf in our home office when she comes to visit
her daughter.  It would have been a lot easier to have done that hard thing then instead of doing it now with my eyes full of tears.
 
Robert Wood, SMA ‘60

Hello SMA Old Boys 9/29/2013
This is Duke’s family reading your touching emails.  Dad was so thrilled and yet surprised the impact he had with his SMA

peers some 50 years ago.  He was so tickled to hear from so many as he forwarded the emails from you all and asked us to share
with his grandchildren - which we have and will continue to do.  If you have stories to share of our Dad, we would love to hear
them, as we will document them for Grandpa Duke’s grandchildren and those future generations.

Our Mom and Dad so enjoyed the 2010 SMA Reunion where Dad got to walk the hill with the Old Boys.  We are so thrilled
he was able to go back to his high school campus and reconnect with so many of you.

With Gratitude,
Duke’s Girls: Gayle (his wife), Laura, Debbie, and Tiffany (his daughters)

P.S.  Any classmates that would like to share stories of our father during their SMA days can send them to Tiffany Myers Walker
at tiffanybrooke_2000@yahoo.com

Editor’s note.  Tiffany Myers Walker is Dr. William Duke Myers daughter.  Duke was our Centennial First Captain (1960)
and the first to wear the cadet rank of full Colonel.

Duke Myers, Robert Wood, and Barry Longyear
leading the “Old Boys” in 2010.

taps
Patrick (Pat) Hardy Reagan, SMA ‘45

On October 18, 2012,
Patrick (Pat) Hardy Reagan died
in Anson, Texas at the age of 84.
An only child, Pat was born on
December 13, 1927 in Tocopilla,
Chile, South America to Paul
Hallam and Elizabeth Hardy
Reagan. In 1945, Pat graduated
from Staunton Military
Academy and went on to serve
his country in both the Army and
Air Force, being honorably

discharged from the US Army in 1947 and the US Air Force
in 1951.

Between his two periods of military service he attended
Yale University and graduated with a BA in English
in 1950. Following his discharge from the Air Force
he attended the University of Texas Law School
and passed the Texas State Bar in the fall of 1953.

He married Joyce Elaine Pierce in the summer
of 1953 and began a long and gratifying 40-year
career as a trust officer with Frost National Bank
in San Antonio, retiring in the spring of 1993. Pat
and Joyce were married for 56 years. He spent
much of his retirement consulting on matters of trust
law, enjoying his grandchildren, traveling all over
the world with Joyce, supporting the arts and feeding his
voracious appetite for reading books.

Pat is survived by two children, his son, Patrick Hardy
Reagan, Jr. of the Woodlands, Texas and his daughter, Ann
Elizabeth Manners of Anson, Texas. Surviving grandchildren
include Patrick and Grace Reagan, son and daughter of
Patrick, Jr. and his wife, Lia
along with John and Elaine
Kerr, son and daughter of Ann,
wife to Buddy Manners. Pat’s
life was full of close friendships
including John Bakke and
Larry Cooper. His parents and
his wife predeceased Pat, with
Joyce passing in 2009.

Many will miss Pat, as he
lived life with integrity and
humility always mixed with a
little humor. The family asks
that donations honoring Pat be
made to the Hill Country Youth Ranch, Box 67, Ingram, Texas
78025.

John R. “Bob” Savage, SMA ‘41

John R. “Bob” Savage, 91,
of Randolph, passed away on
Friday July 26, 2013, at the Coos
County Nursing Home in Berlin.
He was born in Manchester, on
Dec. 1, 1921, the son of Maurice
and Katherine (O’Connor)
Savage. He attended St. Joseph
High School, St. Anselm College
and Staunton Military
Academy in Virginia.

John grew into a fine athlete, who excelled in pitching.
At Staunton Military Academy, he compiled a 22-1-2
record, apologizing if he didn’t strike out 20 batters.  Bob’s
baseball career was shelved for three years, as he served in

the US Army – Company D, 15th Infantry
Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division.  He was awarded
three Purple Hearts.

Pitching with Nazi shrapnel still in his back,
Bob returned to the Athletics in 1946 and pitched
in 44 ballgames – more than any other hurler in the
American League.  He picked up his first big league
victory that season, four long years after his debut.
It was a complete game, a 4-1 triumph over New
York at Yankee Stadium on July 7, 1946. Bob
remained with the Athletics through the 1948

season.  He pitched briefly with the St. Louis Browns in ’49,
before finishing his playing days in the Pacific Coast league.

Starting his second career at age 48, he finally used his
teaching degree and settled down
to teach physical education and to
coach baseball, basketball, and
golf at Gorham High School in
Gorham from 1969 to 1983.  He
then went on to run for political
office.  He became Registrar of
Probate and remained there until
he finally retired to the golf links
in 1986.

He is survived by his wife,
Rita A. (King) Savage of
Randolph, his children Bobbie and
Jon Savage, his stepchildren, John
Lyons of Saco, Maine, and Kathy Lyons of Orono, Maine,
and two grandchildren Ben and Sam Lyons.

Donations may be made in his memory to the Philadelphia
Athletics Historical Society, P.O. Box 731, Hatboro, PA 19040
or Greyhound Rescue of New England, P.O. Box 507,
Mendon, MA 01756.

Cadet Reagan in 1945

   Patrick Hardy Reagan.

Cadet Savage in 1941.

Bob Savage in
A’s uniform.
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To The Editor, 11/11/2013

I just spoke to the widow of George E. Johnson, SMA Class of 1954, and found that he had passed away due to problems involved
with Alzheimer’s on 9 April 2006.  George was on the varsity football and track teams, and was manager of the basketball team
during his one year at SMA.  Later he played football for four years at Wake Forest.  According to his wife, Pat, he considered
playing for the Pittsburg Steelers but after reporting to their camp he realized that pro football’s social environment was “too fast”
for his particular life style.  He changed directions and later became President of the Holly Poultry Company in Winston Salem,
North Carolina.
I am waiting for a call from the present owner of Holly Poultry who might be George’s son.  If he calls me back, I will forward any
additional comments.
 
Thanks, and TDH
Kelly McGavock, SMA ‘59
 
p.s. BTW, I have been reading Rope by Barry Longyear, SMA ‘60, and believe it should be required reading for all alumni.

To: Peter Birckhead 11/02/2013

My name is Carolyn VanCamp, and I married Jim VanCamp, SMA ’72, on July 10, 2013. We have
received a postcard for Gen. Bissell referencing an update of information for the Staunton Military
Academy Alumni Today.  Jim passed away August 13, 2013.

I do not know what type of information or pictures you need, but please find attached an picture
taken of him at the 2012 reunion.

Carolyn VanCamp

letters and email

Jim “J.C.” VanCamp
in 2012

RENE L. AERTS, SMA ‘59

 Rene Aerts was born in New York
on November 14, 1940, the first
child of three born to Rene and
Bertha Aerts of Belgium. He
entered Staunton
Military Academy as a
sophomore in the fall of
1956 and graduated as
a sergeant in D
Company in May 1959.
After leaving SMA, Rene

obtained an Associate of Applied Science degree
from Rochester Institute of Technology in 1963 and
moved to San Diego in 1969.

Rene met his wife to be, Diane Staley, while
working as a sales representative for AGFA, and after a
long distance courtship they married on October 13, 1984.
Rene and Diane enjoyed many years of travel, fishing, and
boating in San Diego, especially cruising and fishing with the

Southwestern Yacht Club.
After Rene’s retirement
from AGFA in 1993, he and
Diane built a home in Buena
Vista, State of Baja Sur,

Mexico, where
they enjoyed
fishing trips, ATV
rides, and
adventures through Baja for twenty years.

On February 24, 2013, Rene’s battle with
cancer ended.  Rene is survived by his devoted
and loving wife, Diane; loyal companion, Dusty;
Sisters Margaret Connors of Hampton, NH, and
Julie McNamara of New Smyrna Beach, FL;
nieces and nephews. Any donations should be made

to the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

Submitted by Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59.

taps

Cadet Aerts in 1959.

Diane and Rene Aerts

husband Scott of Cypress, Texas, and Tiffany Walker and
husband Jay of Dallas, Texas; as well as his grandchildren,
Joshua Haddix, Kenzie Turnbow, Drew Turnbow, Kendall
Turnbow, Wes Walker, and Brooklyn Walker. The family
would like to express their sincere gratitude to his caregivers
from Interim Hospice especially Kendell, Brandi and Phyllis.
As Duke requested there will be no memorial service, instead
his family will take a trip to celebrate his life and love of
travel. Memorial contributions are welcome and the family
suggests MD Anderson Cancer Center, 1515 Holcombe Blvd,
Houston, TX 77030.

Morton Peskin, Jr., attended SMA ’44 (freshman)

CUMBERLAND — Morton
William Peskin, one of the key
mercantile players at the zenith of
downtown Cumberland shopping,
died Monday at his West Side home.
He was 84.

The owner and president of
Peskin, Inc., the haberdasher
operated a popular upscale
Baltimore Street clothing
store and was a founding
member of the

Downtown Development Commission, an entity
that continues to chart the course for the business
district’s future.

Retired Allegany County Circuit Court Judge
James Getty said he was deeply saddened by the
untimely death of his dear friend.  “Mort was the
last and most dedicated member of those citizens
who made Baltimore Street the business center of
Western Maryland. Several others come to
mind...Rosenbaums and Schwarzenbachs,” Getty wrote in
an email.  ”Sonny,” as I called him, never gave up the
challenge presented by the introduction of the super mall
age, although he knew it was a losing battle. One of his true
successful endeavors was his dedication to the Crippled
Children’s League. “Personally, we derided, insulted,
demeaned and embarrassed each other whenever an
opportunity occurred. All in jest. We have lost a general.
God bless him.”

Arthur Friedland was not only Peskin’s first-cousin, but
also a downtown merchant for 40 years at Tots To Teens.
“He was quite an intelligent guy,” Friedland remembered.
“He liked to voice his opinion and would often voice it loudly,
even when not asked for.”  Friedland said he couldn’t think
of anybody who didn’t like Peskin, a man he described as
having a wonderful sense of humor. “He never met a

stranger,” said Friedland’s wife, Bernice. “We played bridge
just this past Wednesday.”

Hyndman, Pa., resident Steve Stouffer, retired advertising
director for the Cumberland Times-News, said his relationship
with Peskin became one of friendship rather than business.
“I had my own coffee cup at his office and we’d sit and
smoke three or four cigarettes. One time he looked at my
shoes, said they should be shined, and sent me to another
place in the building to buff them.”

On Sept. 11, 2001, Stouffer’s son, Jeff, and Peskin’s
daughter, Lisa, were both in New York City. Eventually the
two fathers discovered that their children were not injured
during the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center.  “Mort
was on the phone right away, calling me to check on Jeff,”
Stouffer said.

Attorney Jack McMullen, former publisher of the
Cumberland Times-News, called Peskin one in a million.
“There will never be another Mort Peskin,” McMullen said.
“He was always there in a leadership capacity for anything
positive going on in the community. “And you couldn’t ask
for a better neighbor,” said McMullen, who lives a few doors
away from the Peskin residence. “When you saw Mort, your
day would brighten.”

In May 2009, speaking upon the death of Robert Little
Ebert of S.T. Little Jewelry Co., Peskin told the
Times-News, “We were lucky in those days, having
the people we did downtown. We all felt the same
way about our community and tried very, very hard
to make it a wonderful place. In a lot of ways I
think we succeeded.”

Gordon B. Phillips, SMA ‘61

Gordon B. Phillips, 70, of
Northbrook formerly Glenview,
born and raised in Wilmette,
passed away April 10, 2012;
beloved husband of Ineke; loving
father of James Gordon. Mr.
Phillips was the president of
Seedburo Equipment Company.

Cadet Peskin in 1944.

Cadet Phillips in 1959.



—22— —15—

taps
Staunton Military Academy and Wilkes College. Prior
to his retirement, he was employed by the Brick Industry
of America for 36 years.

Bill was a loving and caring husband, father,
grandfather and great-grandfather. Billy was proud of his
Swoyersville roots and enjoyed the spirit of competition.
He played fullback for the 1951 Swoyersville Sailors
championship football team being led by his best friend,
Uncle Lou. He was a member of Brussock’s Bowling
League for more than 30 years, 4th Degree Knights of
Columbus Council 372, former president of Back Mountain
Little League and the Lake-Lehman Football Booster Club.

William is survived by his loving wife of 52 years, Irene
(Cikota); children Jim and wife, Bonnie, of Harveys Lake,
Susan Phifer and husband, Mitch, of Allentown, Allan and

companion, Michelle, of West
Grove, and Robert and wife,
Barbara, of Dallas; grandchildren
Rick, Matt, Tyler, Chelsea, Nicole
and Ryan; great-grandchild
Sophia; sisters Gert Magdelinskas
and husband, Tom, of Langhorne,
and Doris Schnieder of
New Jersey; as well as
numerous aunts, uncles,
nieces, nephews and
cousins.

Published in Times Leader from Oct. 18 to
Oct. 19, 2013

William Lawrence “Bill”
Moseley, SMA ‘52

William Lawrence “Bill”
Moseley, 78, of Hayesville died
Saturday, January 19, 2013. He
had lived in Seminole County,
FL before moving to Clay
County
in 1998.

He graduated from Staunton
Military Academy in 1952.  He
had served in the United States Air
Force stationed in Korea and
Japan. He retired after 27 years
with Florida Gas Company. Bill
was a member of the Hiawassee,
GA VFW.

Surviving are his wife, Candy
David Moseley; two daughters,

Karen Cox of Chuluota, FL and Cindy Dybas of Winter
Park, FL; a step-daughter, Jamie Corona of Hayesville;
three step-sons, James and Julius King both of Tifton, GA,
and Mike Tanner of Cortland, NY; a sister, Sue Watters of
Lexington Park, MD; two brothers, Neal Moseley of
Houston, TX and Robert Moseley of Osteen, FL; and three
grandchildren.

Dr. William Duke Myers, M.D., SMA ‘60

Dr. William Duke Myers,
71, of Lubbock, Texas passed
away peacefully on
Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2013.
He was born in Lexington,
Kentucky to Frances Myers
and Col. Gene Myers.
During childhood, Duke
traveled with his father’s
military assignments including

tours in Salzburg
and Vienna,
Austria, which
started a passion
for international
travel and learning
of different
cultures. In 1960, Duke graduated as the
Centennial 1st Captain [Corps Commander]
and the first cadet full colonel.  He also
received the Kable Legion of Honor,  the

highest award bestowed upon the outstanding cadet
from Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, VA. Duke
graduated pre-med from University of Kentucky in 1964 and
completed medical school at the University of Louisville 4
years later. He completed residency and fellowship in internal
medicine and nephrology at Walter Reed Army Medical Center
in Washington, DC.

Dr. Myers served 14 years
in the US Army stationed at Fort
Knox, KY, Walter Reed and Fort
Sam Houston in San Antonio, TX.
In 1978, Duke and his family moved
to Lubbock where he began private
practice in nephrology and clinical
professorship at Texas Tech
University School of Medicine.

Dr. Myers is survived by his
wife, Gayle; daughters, Laura
Turnbow and husband Tracy of
Lubbock, Debbie Haddix and

William Michaels.

Cadet Moseley in 1952.

William Lawrence
Moseley

Cadet Myers in 1960

Dr. William “Duke”
Myers.
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Nicholas J. Kriska, SMA PG ‘59

“A stronger man will be hard
to find.”  Nicholas Kriska of
Uniontown, Ohio, passed away on
October 24, 2012. He was born on
December 10, 1940 in Akron,
Ohio, and was preceded in death
by his parents, George and Mary,
and by his sister, Mary McCallops.
In 1958, Nick graduated from East
High School in Akron and
attended Staunton Military
Academy as a post-graduate in
the 1958-59 school year.  He played both offensive center
and line-backer on SMA’s great football team that year.  The
following quote is from the 1959 Shrapnel, “With less than a
minute left in the game and the score tied at 14 - 14, Kriska
intercepted a FUMA (Fork Union Military Academy) pass
on the SMA 43 and set the Hilltoppers up for the winning
touchdown.”  Thanks for helping us beat Fork Union that
year, Nick.  He also was a standout on the track team,
unbeatable in the shot put and discus.

Nick served in the United States Army during the Vietnam
era, and his service to his country was an important source
of pride with him.  He was a most giving person who was
never too busy to offer his help, whether it was
working on cars, painting a room, or caring for his
grandchildren.  He never missed his grandchildren’s
sports or school events, something they all loved
and will dearly miss.

In addition to his family, Nick’s passion was
Ohio State football.  Although his wife and daughters
would leave the room during games, his love of the
Ohio State Buckeyes is something he successfully
passed on to his sons and grandsons.

Nick loved life and was a
wonderful husband, father,
grandfather, and friend.  He always
felt that his family was his greatest
accomplishment.  Those who knew
him will miss his smile, his laugh, his
advice, and especially his huge
heart.  He leaves behind his wife,
Linda; his children, Nick (Gen),
Sheri Namsick (Mark), Kim Kriska
and Todd; the lights of his life, his
grandchildren, Morgan, Shelby,
Nicholas, Kylie, Joseph, Matthew,
Mary, Zachary, Preston, and

McKenna.  He also leaves his brothers, George (Nancy)
and Frank (Chris), and many nieces and nephews.
Submitted by Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59.

John B. Leidy, Sr., PG SMA ‘65

John B. Leidy, Sr. - 66, of
Telford, PA went home to be with
his Lord on Tuesday, October 30,
2012 at Grand View Hospital.  He
was the loving husband of Norma
Jean (Nash) Leidy for 42 years.
John was born in Abington, PA to
the late Harvey & Betty (Smith)
Leidy.

He graduated from Hatboro
Horsham High School, class of
1964. John attended Stauton
Military Academy for a year and West Virginia University
for a year. He served in the US Navy for 4 years during the
Vietnam War.

John was employed as an Equipment Operator for Carr
& Duff for 38 years. He was a member of the W.K. Bray
Lodge No. 410 in Hatboro, PA, a member of the LuLu
Shriners and was part of the LuLu Shriners Stewards of
Plymouth Meeting, PA. John was a member of the IBEW
Local 126 in Collegeville, PA.

He enjoyed trap shooting, woodworking, hunting, bowling
and coaching softball. John loved spending time with his
grandchildren especially watching them play sports and
swimming. He enjoyed traveling with his wife and most

recently a trip to Florida for the Phillies spring
training. John and Norma enjoyed his navy reunions
with his former shipmates.

He was a member of Line Lexington
Mennonite Church.  In addition to his wife, he is
survived by a son, John Leidy, Jr. & wife, Antoinette
of Lansdale, PA; two daughters, Jennifer Rohr &
husband, Thomas of Harleysville, PA, Jaime Lillis
& husband, Lance of Bernville, PA and six
grandchildren – Tyler, Sophia, Wyatt, Hailey, Logan
and Mason.

William S. Michaels, SMA ‘53

William S. Michaels, 78, of
Dallas, passed away peacefully
in the company of his loving
family Wednesday morning,
Oct. 16, 2013.

Born March 8, 1935, in
Kingston, he was the son of the
late Stanley and Mary Michaels
and was a member of Gate of
Heaven Parish, Dallas. William
attended Swoyersville High
School and was a graduate of

Cadet Kriska in 1959.

Nicholas Kriska.

John B. Leidy.

Cadet Michaels in 1953.

Friday, March 28, 2014 (on former SMA campus)

9:30 – 11:30 am: SMAAA Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall)

10:00 am – 4:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open

11:00 am – 3:30 pm: Registration (Mess Hall)

3:30 pm: Honor Ceremony with Howie Rifles Performance (Kable Hall Courtyard)

4:30 pm: Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside of the SMA-VWIL Museum)

6:00 – 8:00 pm: Reception and Dinner (Mess Hall)

8:00 – 11:00 pm: VWIL Military Ball (SJH) (Open to all SMA alumni who wish to attend)

$15.00 per person attending (checks payable to VWIL)
Dress: Formal, Military or Business.

Saturday, March 29, 2014 (on former SMA campus & Stonewall Jackson Hotel)

8:15 – 9:00 am: Registration for those who have not registered (SJH)

9:00 – 9:30 am: SMA Breakfast Hosted by Legacy Fund Project Committee (SJH)

SMA alumni and spouse/adult guest

9:30 – 10:30 am: Annual SMA Alumni General Membership meeting (SJH)

10:00 – 11:00 am: Women’s Group (Alumni wives/guests) (SJH)

This is informal time with VWIL Cadets and to discuss VWIL plans for the future.

10:30 – 11:00 am: SMAAA Board of Directors meeting (SJH)

11:30 – 4:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open

12:00 – 1:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Parade (in honor of Dr. Bryant)

SMA-VWIL Alumni will form up on the asphalt at 11:45 am to follow the
VWIL Corps of Cadets onto Kable Field.

1:00 – 2:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Lunch (Parade Field)

3:00 – 5:00 pm: Dr. Bryant Memorial Walk-Run (register at site if you wish to participate)
or visit the museum, connect with former classmates, shop or tour the city.

5:00 – 6:00 pm: Registration for those who have not yet registered (SJH Lobby)

6:00 – 7:00 pm: Banquet Reception (cash bar) (SJH Lobby)

7:00 – 10:00 pm: Alumni Banquet (SJH Banquet Rm)

10:00 pm: Nostalgia Time

Sunday, March 30, 2014

8:30 am – 12:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open
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John Antonelli, SMA ‘61

On November 27, 2013 John
Antonelli of Florida and Virginia;
beloved husband of Joanie
Antonelli; devoted father of
Dominic (Martha), John Patrick
(Laura), step-son of Gwenn
Antonelli; brother of Lee (Bobbi);
grandfather of John Dominic,
Gabriella, Natalie, Jasmine and
Kenia.

The family requests in lieu of flowers, donations be made to
bouldercrestretreat.org - for Wounded Veterans.
Originally printed in the Washington Post.
Steve Bond, SMA ’61, wrote a eulogy for his friend, John.
Here it is.

“GOOD MORNING SUNSHINE!”
This is the way every day started for me—-I spoke to John

every day.  We did occasionally miss and when that happened, I
just didn’t feel right, and now, well…

I met John in October of 1958 at Staunton Military Academy.
We didn’t meet in the normal way, not in the barracks (dormitory
for those militarily oriented), not in our classes, and not in the
same formation, but on “Beat Squad”.  That is where a cadet
would work off his demerits, which John & I were able to
accumulate rather quickly.   Here was this tall, skinny Italian
from DC with a fabulous flat top (there wasn’t enough
butch wax in the world for me to have one) and a
Jewish kid from Baltimore.

We seemingly didn’t have much in common, but
you see, it’s very simple.  We shared a dislike of authority,
and we both were at SMA, because we were rebels in
one way or another.   Both of us shared the anti-authority
gene, and we got caught a lot.  That changed, as we
learned the system and figured out how not to get
caught.  We became instant friends and playmates for
three years until graduation, a friendship that would
be interrupted for more than 40 years.

John and I attended our first class reunion in 2006 (our 45th).
It was as if we had seen each other the day before, and from that
moment on, we would not let the other out of our lives.  Stories of
John at SMA are legendary.  He had a convertible in town (a
major no-no) until he got caught, lost the car, and earned more
time on beat squad.  We would sneak out to go downtown and
play with the townie football players and the town girls (another
major no-no).  But we didn’t get caught!  We were learning.
Needless to say, John was forming the foundation of what he
would become.

John would go on to an incredible life of daring, risk taking,
and edge walking like no one else I have ever met.  He learned
that in order to succeed, he needed to be where someone else
wasn’t.  You know, he needed to be a contrarian.  But he also
knew the odds and how to play them.  Most of all, when things
went badly, he knew how to rectify them and how to take
responsibility.  Many of us lived our lives vicariously through this
incredibly unique guy who could race high speed boats for kings
and princes, who could make a success of the first disco in DC,

who knew how to create and recreate empires, and who could go
toe-to-toe with business giants and still come out whole, time
after time.

This is all due to the special qualities John possessed.  He
listened, he thought, and he was kind and caring.  He made you
feel as if you were the only thing important in his life at the
moment you were speaking with him. He emulated the motto of
SMA, “Truth, Duty & Honor”.  Any time someone had a question
and needed a straight answer, they would call John.  He told it
like it was.  John took care of everyone he cared about.  They
depended on him, and he never let them down.  He was dedicated
to his family, Nick and John and their wives, but JD, Gabrielle,
and Natalie made his
eyes twinkle.

He taught himself
so much.  He had a
field of knowledge that
would astound me on
a regular basis.
Antiques, collectables,
construction, politics,
finance, religion, and
history come to mind.
And I know that this
was all self-taught,
because he sure didn’t
do well at SMA, and
he never went to college.  John was an amazing, amazing man.

John didn’t do this completely alone.  His life
partner and his best friend is his wife, Joanie.  They
were together 24/7, which is astounding and remarkable
in and of itself.  She was the cream in his coffee, and
he was the jelly for her peanut butter.  Two wonderful
people who were fortunate enough to find each other
and to never let go.

Editor’s note.  Thank you, Steve.

Major Cosmo M. Barone,
SMA ‘51

At age 80, Major Cosmo M.
Barone of Garnet Valley, PA died
peacefully at home on October 11,
2013. Born in Wilmington, DE and
raised in Kennett Square, PA., he
resided for the past 16 years in
Garnet Valley, PA., previously
residing in Frazer, PA.

Cosmo graduated from
Staunton Military Academy in
1951 and attended West Point for one year, 1953-54, but
never lost his admiration for The Point. He commissioned as
an Army officer at Fort Benning, OCS class 58-2, and after

 John and Joanie Antonelli
at the 2012 Reunion.

Cadet Antonelli in 1961

Cadet “Choo Choo”
Barone in 1951.

William T. Geiger Sr., SMA ‘54

William T. Geiger, Sr., 74, passed
away on May 15, 2010. Husband to
Nancy Clem-Geiger; devoted father
to Danny Geiger and William Geiger
Jr.; loved ones who have preceded
him, wife Sandra Turk- Geiger, son
Andrew Geiger, daughter Heather
Geiger-Bailey and his brother Marlin
Geiger. He was also step-father to
Eric and Amy Clem.

Graduated Staunton Military
Academy, received a Bachelor of Science degree from the
University of Maryland and a Master of Business
Administration degree from Harvard University. He was a
successful business executive who owned and ran a
packaging company and printing business in the Baltimore
area.

Published in Baltimore Sun on May 21, 2010

Lieutenant Colonel Joseph James Hinds, Jr.,
SMA ‘59

L i e u t e n a n t
Colonel Joseph James
Hinds, Jr. (USAR), 71, of
Barnesville, Georgia,
passed away on May 9,
2012, while visiting
C h a t t a n o o g a ,
Tennessee. He was accompanied
on the trip by his wife, Ann Bernard
Hinds. He was attending a reunion
of the 3rd Army rifle
marksmanship team, with which he

had competed while serving in the Army Reserves.
LTC Hinds was born in Bristol, Virginia, but grew up

mostly in Gastonia, North Carolina. He was a graduate of
the Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, Virginia,
and graduated from the University of Georgia with a BBA in
Management in 1965. He and Ann were married on
September 4, 1965. He served over 20 years in the US Army
and Army Reserves, and enjoyed shooting in high-powered
rifle competitions that included the National Match at Camp
Perry, Ohio. He always had a love of automobiles, and enjoyed
drag racing in his younger years. He was pictured, along
with the 1960 Chevrolet Impala he owned in 1961, in a recent
Chevrolet ad campaign. He also restored cars for friends
and family in his later years. Like his father and grandfather,

he worked in the textile industry. He was the leading salesman
for A.B. Carter, Inc., of Gastonia, North Carolina, until his
retirement in 2006. Since his retirement, he became involved
in the American Legion, as well as the 4-H air rifle
marksmanship program in Griffin, GA. His last
accomplishment was leading a team of young girls to the 4-
H state championship. This organization was very
important to him, and he was striving to help make this very
expensive sport affordable for any of the kids who wanted
to excel in it, regardless of their parents’ financial means.

LTC Hinds is
survived by his wife,
Ann Bernard Hinds
of Barnesville; his
son, Joseph James
Hinds, III and his
wife Nancy Dodson
Hinds, of Woodstock,
Georgia; a grandson,
Joseph James Hinds,
IV, of Covington,
GA; two sisters,

Mary Moye Lowe and her husband, Jody Lowe,
of Winston-Salem, North Carolina & Marian Hinds
Di Meo and her husband, Dino, of Gastonia, North
Carolina; his cousin, Henry Hinds of El Paso, Texas;
and several other cousins, nieces, and nephews.

The family asks that donations be made to
the 4-H rifle team in lieu of flowers.

Rodney Hugate, SMA ‘66

Suffolk - Rodney Allen
Hugate, “Bubba”, passed away
Tuesday, Mar. 19, 2013. Formerly
of Mathews, Rodney graduated
from Staunton Military
Academy and Va. Tech
University. He was owner/operator
of A-1 Cab of Va. Beach.

He was preceded in death by
his parents Rodney and Marion
Lee Hugate. He is survived by his
wife, Wanda Hugate; Daughter,
Heather Miles; Sister, Judy Phillips (Jimmy); Step-Son,
Michael Ellis; Step-Daughter, Phylicia Ellis; and two
grandsons, Brandon and Jackson Miles.

Published in The Virginian Pilot on Mar. 22, 2013

Cadet Geiger in 1954.

Cadet Hinds in 1959.

Coach Hinds w/Caity of
4H air rifle team.

Cadet Hugate in 1966.
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William W. Brittingham, SMA ‘61

The Honorable William W.
Brittingham “Billy Britt,” age 71, of
Rehoboth Beach, DE passed away on
Thursday, October 3, 2013 at his late
residence. Mr. Brittingham was born in
Chester, PA, son of the late Winfield and
Jane Farmer Brittingham. He was a
1960 graduate of Lewes High School,
the Staunton Military Academy, and
Ole Miss, where he graduated with his
BS.

He retired in 2005 after 29 years on
the bench in the Magistrates Court

System of Delaware. He was a member of the Jefferson Lodge
# 15 of Lewes, DE and was a 32 degree in Scottish Rite.

Many will remember him for his singing and guitar playing
abilities and portraying Johnny Cash and Elvis on numerous
occasions throughout the area. For many years he had his
own band called “Country Class.” He enjoyed boating and
fishing and especially riding Wave Runners. He was devoted
to his family and spending good times with his friends.

He is survived by his wife, Barbara J.
Brittingham; a daughter, Ashley Brittingham Sykes
and a son, William W. Brittingham, II both of
Rehoboth Beach, DE; his grandson, Sydney W.
Sykes of Lewes, DE; two step
daughters, Carolyn Tash Sullivan
and husband Brad of Anna, TX
and Bethany Tash of The Colony,
TX; one step-son, Dustin Tash of
San Antonio, TX.

 In lieu of flowers,
contributions are suggested to the
Compassionate Care Hospice of the
Delmarva Peninsula, 28467 DuPont Blvd.,
Suite 6, Millsboro, DE 19966 or to your
favorite charity of choice.
Published in The News Journal on Oct. 5, 2013.
Submitted by Larry Steele, SMA ’61.

Lew Cadwallader, attended
SMA in 1955

Simpsonville.  Lewis E. “Lew”
Cadwallader, 74, husband of Carol
Spadoni Cadwallader for 51 years,
died Saturday, Febru-ary 16, 2013.

Mr. Cadwallader was born
April 30, 1938 in Washington, D.C.
to the late Lewis Weston
Cadwallader and Gretchen Amelia
Bergner Cadwallader. He worked

Jump School was assigned to Fort
Ord, CA. It was there he met and
married the love of his life, Bobbie
Davis Barone.

In 1965 Cosmo received a BS
from the University of Omaha. He
earned an MS in 1973 from
George Washington University.
Cosmo served in the 1st, 8th and
25th Infantry Divisions,
commanded three companies and
was a battalion XO. His awards
include a Legion of Merit,
three Bronze Stars and a dozen other awards including the
Medaille Militaire with Palm from the Cambodian Army.
After retiring in 1976, Cosmo worked for Burroughs/Unisys
Corporation as a Network consultant in many parts of the
US and several foreign countries. He retired from Unisys
after 18 years and was employed as a software project
manager for GE. After retiring from GE, he worked as a
freelance programmer and network specialist. A man of many
passions, Cosmo loved classical music, art, comedy, football,
steam locomotives and computers, but most of all, he loved
all his family and his Company C Men (his fellow
Vietnam heroes).

He is preceded in death by parents, Anthony
J. and Marie E. Gialno Barone, daughter, Katie
Lawrence and son, Jon Barone, and survived by
his beloved wife of 53 years, Bobbie Barone, loving
daughters, Millie (Fred) Linett, Mary Sturgis and
Marlene Barone, sister, Toni Pennington, 9
grandchildren, 8 great grandchildren and many
cousins, nieces and nephews.

Walter Pennfield Boyd, SMA Instructor,  ‘60s and ‘70s

Walter Pennfield Boyd of Fork Union, Virginia, a 1959
graduate of Perryville High School and of the University of
Maryland, passed away suddenly on Sunday, December 20,
2009, in Charlottesville, Virginia.

Walter taught in the English Departments of
Staunton Military Academy and Fork Union Military
Academy for over 20 years. He organized and directed boys
choruses at both academies and directed his church choir.

Upon retirement, he was in sales at Better Living
Furniture of Charlottesville. His wife, Carolyn, of Middleburg,
Virginia, died in 1992.

Surviving Walter are a brother, Dale Boyd and his wife,
Gloria, of Gaithersburg, Maryland, and their daughter, Jessica
of Assago, Goa, India; a brother, Dana Boyd and his wife,
Joyce, of Perryville, their daughter, Allison Shipley of Havre
de Grace and son, Kenneth Boyd of Perryville; and Carolyn’s
daughters, Melanie Blunt and Holli Carlson, both of Springfield,
Missouri.

Major Cosmo Barone.
Cadet Brittingham

in 1961.

William W.
Brittingham.

Cadet Cadwallader
in 1955.

as an en-gineer with G.E., B.E Shaw, Cone Mills and Her
Majesty. He attended Staunton Military Academy as a
Junior in 1955, was an alumnus of Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute,  and was a graduate of the General Electric MTP
program. He enjoyed shooting sports, farm-ing and hunting,
and was a life-long member of the NRA, He was a member
of the Ameri-can Society of Mechani-cal Engineers.
Surviving, in ad-dition to his wife, are a son, Wes
Cadwal-lader; a daughter, Joan Zangas and husband George;
three grand-children, Cody Cadwal-lader, Christopher
Zan-gas, and Vicky Zangas; and his beloved dog Tigger.”
He was pre-deceased by a grand-son, William Zangas.

Published in The Greenville News on Feb. 18, 2013

Howard J. Conlin, SMA ‘64 

Howard J. Conlin age 68, died
Friday, June 6, 2013 at Grand
Strand Regional Medical Center,
Myrtle Beach, SC. Mr. Conlin was
born in Orange, NJ to the late
Howard and Berenice
Conlin. 

He served proudly
for the U.S. Marine
Corps, as a corporal
during the Vietnam
Conflict. Mr. Conlin was

a 3rd degree black belt in the Art of Su Bak Do, an
avid golfer, and loved to travel. He was a member
of St. Michaels Catholic Church and was a loving
husband, father, and grandfather.

Mr. Conlin is survived by his wife of 35 years, Diane of
Myrtle Beach, SC; a son, Sean and his wife Lynda Buckley
of Hopatcong, NJ; grandchildren Aidan and Olivia and several
nieces, nephews and cousins.

The family has requested that memorial donations be
made to the American Heart Association 1113 44th Ave. N.,
Suite 200 Myrtle Beach, SC 29577
Published in Daily Record on June 10, 2013

Judson M. Ellis, Jr., SMA PG ‘42

Jusdon M. Ellis, Jr., 90, died
peacefully at his home in Stone
Harbor, NJ, September 5, 2013.
Mr. Ellis was born on April 13,
1923 in McKeesport,  PA to
Judson Moyler Ellis and Althea
Tripp Ellis.  He attended
Staunton Military Academy in
Staunton, VA and then entered

the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) in Lexington, VA.
World War II interrupted his academic studies.

Judson enlisted in 1943 and went to Officers Candidate
School at Fort Benning, Georgia. He was assigned to the
76th Infantry Division at Fort McCoy, Wisconsin, and
deployed with them to England, where he was assigned
to Patton’s Third Army. Their mission was to demolish a
series of pillboxes, part of the Siegfried Line, along the
German side of the Saar River. His platoon crossed the
river at night under heavy fire. He retired with the rank of
Captain.

After the war, he returned to VMI to continue his
studies. Judson majored in Civil Engineering and graduated
second in his class. He went on to be certified as a
Professional Engineer. After graduating, Judson began his
career with the G. C. Murphy, Co. in Harrisburg, PA.
Captain Ellis was recalled to active duty in the Korean
War in 1950. When he returned home, Judson continued
to work for the G. C. Murphy Co. attaining the position of
Vice President of Real Estate and Construction.

In his retirement, Judson spent his leisure time
woodworking and doing construction projects at home.

He also pursued his dream of flight, earning his
private pilot and instrument rating license. He
also was a Mason and received his fifty-year
pin.

The Ellises built a home in Stone Harbor
in 1973 and moved there permanently in 1985.
His wife opened a book store where Jud lent his
business expertise.

Judson is survived by his wife of sixty-
two years, Azalea; two children, Suzanne and
Judson III, daughter-in-law Vicki; and three

grandchildren, Andrew Davis, Kristin Ferriter, and Rachael
Ellis. In lieu of flowers, please make donations to Lutheran
Church of Our Saviour in Stone Harbor and the American
Legion, Post 331
Published in The Press of Atlantic City on
Sept. 8, 2013

Timothy A. Fallon, SMA ’43.

Timothy A. Fallon, SMA ’43
passed away April 3, 2013. (No
other info.)

Cadet Conlin in 1964.

Cadet Ellis in 1942.

Cadet Fallon in 1943.
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William W. Brittingham, SMA ‘61

The Honorable William W.
Brittingham “Billy Britt,” age 71, of
Rehoboth Beach, DE passed away on
Thursday, October 3, 2013 at his late
residence. Mr. Brittingham was born in
Chester, PA, son of the late Winfield and
Jane Farmer Brittingham. He was a
1960 graduate of Lewes High School,
the Staunton Military Academy, and
Ole Miss, where he graduated with his
BS.

He retired in 2005 after 29 years on
the bench in the Magistrates Court

System of Delaware. He was a member of the Jefferson Lodge
# 15 of Lewes, DE and was a 32 degree in Scottish Rite.

Many will remember him for his singing and guitar playing
abilities and portraying Johnny Cash and Elvis on numerous
occasions throughout the area. For many years he had his
own band called “Country Class.” He enjoyed boating and
fishing and especially riding Wave Runners. He was devoted
to his family and spending good times with his friends.

He is survived by his wife, Barbara J.
Brittingham; a daughter, Ashley Brittingham Sykes
and a son, William W. Brittingham, II both of
Rehoboth Beach, DE; his grandson, Sydney W.
Sykes of Lewes, DE; two step
daughters, Carolyn Tash Sullivan
and husband Brad of Anna, TX
and Bethany Tash of The Colony,
TX; one step-son, Dustin Tash of
San Antonio, TX.

 In lieu of flowers,
contributions are suggested to the
Compassionate Care Hospice of the
Delmarva Peninsula, 28467 DuPont Blvd.,
Suite 6, Millsboro, DE 19966 or to your
favorite charity of choice.
Published in The News Journal on Oct. 5, 2013.
Submitted by Larry Steele, SMA ’61.

Lew Cadwallader, attended
SMA in 1955

Simpsonville.  Lewis E. “Lew”
Cadwallader, 74, husband of Carol
Spadoni Cadwallader for 51 years,
died Saturday, Febru-ary 16, 2013.

Mr. Cadwallader was born
April 30, 1938 in Washington, D.C.
to the late Lewis Weston
Cadwallader and Gretchen Amelia
Bergner Cadwallader. He worked

Jump School was assigned to Fort
Ord, CA. It was there he met and
married the love of his life, Bobbie
Davis Barone.

In 1965 Cosmo received a BS
from the University of Omaha. He
earned an MS in 1973 from
George Washington University.
Cosmo served in the 1st, 8th and
25th Infantry Divisions,
commanded three companies and
was a battalion XO. His awards
include a Legion of Merit,
three Bronze Stars and a dozen other awards including the
Medaille Militaire with Palm from the Cambodian Army.
After retiring in 1976, Cosmo worked for Burroughs/Unisys
Corporation as a Network consultant in many parts of the
US and several foreign countries. He retired from Unisys
after 18 years and was employed as a software project
manager for GE. After retiring from GE, he worked as a
freelance programmer and network specialist. A man of many
passions, Cosmo loved classical music, art, comedy, football,
steam locomotives and computers, but most of all, he loved
all his family and his Company C Men (his fellow
Vietnam heroes).

He is preceded in death by parents, Anthony
J. and Marie E. Gialno Barone, daughter, Katie
Lawrence and son, Jon Barone, and survived by
his beloved wife of 53 years, Bobbie Barone, loving
daughters, Millie (Fred) Linett, Mary Sturgis and
Marlene Barone, sister, Toni Pennington, 9
grandchildren, 8 great grandchildren and many
cousins, nieces and nephews.

Walter Pennfield Boyd, SMA Instructor,  ‘60s and ‘70s

Walter Pennfield Boyd of Fork Union, Virginia, a 1959
graduate of Perryville High School and of the University of
Maryland, passed away suddenly on Sunday, December 20,
2009, in Charlottesville, Virginia.

Walter taught in the English Departments of
Staunton Military Academy and Fork Union Military
Academy for over 20 years. He organized and directed boys
choruses at both academies and directed his church choir.

Upon retirement, he was in sales at Better Living
Furniture of Charlottesville. His wife, Carolyn, of Middleburg,
Virginia, died in 1992.

Surviving Walter are a brother, Dale Boyd and his wife,
Gloria, of Gaithersburg, Maryland, and their daughter, Jessica
of Assago, Goa, India; a brother, Dana Boyd and his wife,
Joyce, of Perryville, their daughter, Allison Shipley of Havre
de Grace and son, Kenneth Boyd of Perryville; and Carolyn’s
daughters, Melanie Blunt and Holli Carlson, both of Springfield,
Missouri.

Major Cosmo Barone.
Cadet Brittingham

in 1961.

William W.
Brittingham.

Cadet Cadwallader
in 1955.

as an en-gineer with G.E., B.E Shaw, Cone Mills and Her
Majesty. He attended Staunton Military Academy as a
Junior in 1955, was an alumnus of Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute,  and was a graduate of the General Electric MTP
program. He enjoyed shooting sports, farm-ing and hunting,
and was a life-long member of the NRA, He was a member
of the Ameri-can Society of Mechani-cal Engineers.
Surviving, in ad-dition to his wife, are a son, Wes
Cadwal-lader; a daughter, Joan Zangas and husband George;
three grand-children, Cody Cadwal-lader, Christopher
Zan-gas, and Vicky Zangas; and his beloved dog Tigger.”
He was pre-deceased by a grand-son, William Zangas.

Published in The Greenville News on Feb. 18, 2013

Howard J. Conlin, SMA ‘64 

Howard J. Conlin age 68, died
Friday, June 6, 2013 at Grand
Strand Regional Medical Center,
Myrtle Beach, SC. Mr. Conlin was
born in Orange, NJ to the late
Howard and Berenice
Conlin. 

He served proudly
for the U.S. Marine
Corps, as a corporal
during the Vietnam
Conflict. Mr. Conlin was

a 3rd degree black belt in the Art of Su Bak Do, an
avid golfer, and loved to travel. He was a member
of St. Michaels Catholic Church and was a loving
husband, father, and grandfather.

Mr. Conlin is survived by his wife of 35 years, Diane of
Myrtle Beach, SC; a son, Sean and his wife Lynda Buckley
of Hopatcong, NJ; grandchildren Aidan and Olivia and several
nieces, nephews and cousins.

The family has requested that memorial donations be
made to the American Heart Association 1113 44th Ave. N.,
Suite 200 Myrtle Beach, SC 29577
Published in Daily Record on June 10, 2013

Judson M. Ellis, Jr., SMA PG ‘42

Jusdon M. Ellis, Jr., 90, died
peacefully at his home in Stone
Harbor, NJ, September 5, 2013.
Mr. Ellis was born on April 13,
1923 in McKeesport,  PA to
Judson Moyler Ellis and Althea
Tripp Ellis.  He attended
Staunton Military Academy in
Staunton, VA and then entered

the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) in Lexington, VA.
World War II interrupted his academic studies.

Judson enlisted in 1943 and went to Officers Candidate
School at Fort Benning, Georgia. He was assigned to the
76th Infantry Division at Fort McCoy, Wisconsin, and
deployed with them to England, where he was assigned
to Patton’s Third Army. Their mission was to demolish a
series of pillboxes, part of the Siegfried Line, along the
German side of the Saar River. His platoon crossed the
river at night under heavy fire. He retired with the rank of
Captain.

After the war, he returned to VMI to continue his
studies. Judson majored in Civil Engineering and graduated
second in his class. He went on to be certified as a
Professional Engineer. After graduating, Judson began his
career with the G. C. Murphy, Co. in Harrisburg, PA.
Captain Ellis was recalled to active duty in the Korean
War in 1950. When he returned home, Judson continued
to work for the G. C. Murphy Co. attaining the position of
Vice President of Real Estate and Construction.

In his retirement, Judson spent his leisure time
woodworking and doing construction projects at home.

He also pursued his dream of flight, earning his
private pilot and instrument rating license. He
also was a Mason and received his fifty-year
pin.

The Ellises built a home in Stone Harbor
in 1973 and moved there permanently in 1985.
His wife opened a book store where Jud lent his
business expertise.

Judson is survived by his wife of sixty-
two years, Azalea; two children, Suzanne and
Judson III, daughter-in-law Vicki; and three

grandchildren, Andrew Davis, Kristin Ferriter, and Rachael
Ellis. In lieu of flowers, please make donations to Lutheran
Church of Our Saviour in Stone Harbor and the American
Legion, Post 331
Published in The Press of Atlantic City on
Sept. 8, 2013

Timothy A. Fallon, SMA ’43.

Timothy A. Fallon, SMA ’43
passed away April 3, 2013. (No
other info.)

Cadet Conlin in 1964.

Cadet Ellis in 1942.

Cadet Fallon in 1943.
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John Antonelli, SMA ‘61

On November 27, 2013 John
Antonelli of Florida and Virginia;
beloved husband of Joanie
Antonelli; devoted father of
Dominic (Martha), John Patrick
(Laura), step-son of Gwenn
Antonelli; brother of Lee (Bobbi);
grandfather of John Dominic,
Gabriella, Natalie, Jasmine and
Kenia.

The family requests in lieu of flowers, donations be made to
bouldercrestretreat.org - for Wounded Veterans.
Originally printed in the Washington Post.
Steve Bond, SMA ’61, wrote a eulogy for his friend, John.
Here it is.

“GOOD MORNING SUNSHINE!”
This is the way every day started for me—-I spoke to John

every day.  We did occasionally miss and when that happened, I
just didn’t feel right, and now, well…

I met John in October of 1958 at Staunton Military Academy.
We didn’t meet in the normal way, not in the barracks (dormitory
for those militarily oriented), not in our classes, and not in the
same formation, but on “Beat Squad”.  That is where a cadet
would work off his demerits, which John & I were able to
accumulate rather quickly.   Here was this tall, skinny Italian
from DC with a fabulous flat top (there wasn’t enough
butch wax in the world for me to have one) and a
Jewish kid from Baltimore.

We seemingly didn’t have much in common, but
you see, it’s very simple.  We shared a dislike of authority,
and we both were at SMA, because we were rebels in
one way or another.   Both of us shared the anti-authority
gene, and we got caught a lot.  That changed, as we
learned the system and figured out how not to get
caught.  We became instant friends and playmates for
three years until graduation, a friendship that would
be interrupted for more than 40 years.

John and I attended our first class reunion in 2006 (our 45th).
It was as if we had seen each other the day before, and from that
moment on, we would not let the other out of our lives.  Stories of
John at SMA are legendary.  He had a convertible in town (a
major no-no) until he got caught, lost the car, and earned more
time on beat squad.  We would sneak out to go downtown and
play with the townie football players and the town girls (another
major no-no).  But we didn’t get caught!  We were learning.
Needless to say, John was forming the foundation of what he
would become.

John would go on to an incredible life of daring, risk taking,
and edge walking like no one else I have ever met.  He learned
that in order to succeed, he needed to be where someone else
wasn’t.  You know, he needed to be a contrarian.  But he also
knew the odds and how to play them.  Most of all, when things
went badly, he knew how to rectify them and how to take
responsibility.  Many of us lived our lives vicariously through this
incredibly unique guy who could race high speed boats for kings
and princes, who could make a success of the first disco in DC,

who knew how to create and recreate empires, and who could go
toe-to-toe with business giants and still come out whole, time
after time.

This is all due to the special qualities John possessed.  He
listened, he thought, and he was kind and caring.  He made you
feel as if you were the only thing important in his life at the
moment you were speaking with him. He emulated the motto of
SMA, “Truth, Duty & Honor”.  Any time someone had a question
and needed a straight answer, they would call John.  He told it
like it was.  John took care of everyone he cared about.  They
depended on him, and he never let them down.  He was dedicated
to his family, Nick and John and their wives, but JD, Gabrielle,
and Natalie made his
eyes twinkle.

He taught himself
so much.  He had a
field of knowledge that
would astound me on
a regular basis.
Antiques, collectables,
construction, politics,
finance, religion, and
history come to mind.
And I know that this
was all self-taught,
because he sure didn’t
do well at SMA, and
he never went to college.  John was an amazing, amazing man.

John didn’t do this completely alone.  His life
partner and his best friend is his wife, Joanie.  They
were together 24/7, which is astounding and remarkable
in and of itself.  She was the cream in his coffee, and
he was the jelly for her peanut butter.  Two wonderful
people who were fortunate enough to find each other
and to never let go.

Editor’s note.  Thank you, Steve.

Major Cosmo M. Barone,
SMA ‘51

At age 80, Major Cosmo M.
Barone of Garnet Valley, PA died
peacefully at home on October 11,
2013. Born in Wilmington, DE and
raised in Kennett Square, PA., he
resided for the past 16 years in
Garnet Valley, PA., previously
residing in Frazer, PA.

Cosmo graduated from
Staunton Military Academy in
1951 and attended West Point for one year, 1953-54, but
never lost his admiration for The Point. He commissioned as
an Army officer at Fort Benning, OCS class 58-2, and after

 John and Joanie Antonelli
at the 2012 Reunion.

Cadet Antonelli in 1961

Cadet “Choo Choo”
Barone in 1951.

William T. Geiger Sr., SMA ‘54

William T. Geiger, Sr., 74, passed
away on May 15, 2010. Husband to
Nancy Clem-Geiger; devoted father
to Danny Geiger and William Geiger
Jr.; loved ones who have preceded
him, wife Sandra Turk- Geiger, son
Andrew Geiger, daughter Heather
Geiger-Bailey and his brother Marlin
Geiger. He was also step-father to
Eric and Amy Clem.

Graduated Staunton Military
Academy, received a Bachelor of Science degree from the
University of Maryland and a Master of Business
Administration degree from Harvard University. He was a
successful business executive who owned and ran a
packaging company and printing business in the Baltimore
area.

Published in Baltimore Sun on May 21, 2010

Lieutenant Colonel Joseph James Hinds, Jr.,
SMA ‘59

L i e u t e n a n t
Colonel Joseph James
Hinds, Jr. (USAR), 71, of
Barnesville, Georgia,
passed away on May 9,
2012, while visiting
C h a t t a n o o g a ,
Tennessee. He was accompanied
on the trip by his wife, Ann Bernard
Hinds. He was attending a reunion
of the 3rd Army rifle
marksmanship team, with which he

had competed while serving in the Army Reserves.
LTC Hinds was born in Bristol, Virginia, but grew up

mostly in Gastonia, North Carolina. He was a graduate of
the Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, Virginia,
and graduated from the University of Georgia with a BBA in
Management in 1965. He and Ann were married on
September 4, 1965. He served over 20 years in the US Army
and Army Reserves, and enjoyed shooting in high-powered
rifle competitions that included the National Match at Camp
Perry, Ohio. He always had a love of automobiles, and enjoyed
drag racing in his younger years. He was pictured, along
with the 1960 Chevrolet Impala he owned in 1961, in a recent
Chevrolet ad campaign. He also restored cars for friends
and family in his later years. Like his father and grandfather,

he worked in the textile industry. He was the leading salesman
for A.B. Carter, Inc., of Gastonia, North Carolina, until his
retirement in 2006. Since his retirement, he became involved
in the American Legion, as well as the 4-H air rifle
marksmanship program in Griffin, GA. His last
accomplishment was leading a team of young girls to the 4-
H state championship. This organization was very
important to him, and he was striving to help make this very
expensive sport affordable for any of the kids who wanted
to excel in it, regardless of their parents’ financial means.

LTC Hinds is
survived by his wife,
Ann Bernard Hinds
of Barnesville; his
son, Joseph James
Hinds, III and his
wife Nancy Dodson
Hinds, of Woodstock,
Georgia; a grandson,
Joseph James Hinds,
IV, of Covington,
GA; two sisters,

Mary Moye Lowe and her husband, Jody Lowe,
of Winston-Salem, North Carolina & Marian Hinds
Di Meo and her husband, Dino, of Gastonia, North
Carolina; his cousin, Henry Hinds of El Paso, Texas;
and several other cousins, nieces, and nephews.

The family asks that donations be made to
the 4-H rifle team in lieu of flowers.

Rodney Hugate, SMA ‘66

Suffolk - Rodney Allen
Hugate, “Bubba”, passed away
Tuesday, Mar. 19, 2013. Formerly
of Mathews, Rodney graduated
from Staunton Military
Academy and Va. Tech
University. He was owner/operator
of A-1 Cab of Va. Beach.

He was preceded in death by
his parents Rodney and Marion
Lee Hugate. He is survived by his
wife, Wanda Hugate; Daughter,
Heather Miles; Sister, Judy Phillips (Jimmy); Step-Son,
Michael Ellis; Step-Daughter, Phylicia Ellis; and two
grandsons, Brandon and Jackson Miles.

Published in The Virginian Pilot on Mar. 22, 2013

Cadet Geiger in 1954.

Cadet Hinds in 1959.

Coach Hinds w/Caity of
4H air rifle team.

Cadet Hugate in 1966.
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Nicholas J. Kriska, SMA PG ‘59

“A stronger man will be hard
to find.”  Nicholas Kriska of
Uniontown, Ohio, passed away on
October 24, 2012. He was born on
December 10, 1940 in Akron,
Ohio, and was preceded in death
by his parents, George and Mary,
and by his sister, Mary McCallops.
In 1958, Nick graduated from East
High School in Akron and
attended Staunton Military
Academy as a post-graduate in
the 1958-59 school year.  He played both offensive center
and line-backer on SMA’s great football team that year.  The
following quote is from the 1959 Shrapnel, “With less than a
minute left in the game and the score tied at 14 - 14, Kriska
intercepted a FUMA (Fork Union Military Academy) pass
on the SMA 43 and set the Hilltoppers up for the winning
touchdown.”  Thanks for helping us beat Fork Union that
year, Nick.  He also was a standout on the track team,
unbeatable in the shot put and discus.

Nick served in the United States Army during the Vietnam
era, and his service to his country was an important source
of pride with him.  He was a most giving person who was
never too busy to offer his help, whether it was
working on cars, painting a room, or caring for his
grandchildren.  He never missed his grandchildren’s
sports or school events, something they all loved
and will dearly miss.

In addition to his family, Nick’s passion was
Ohio State football.  Although his wife and daughters
would leave the room during games, his love of the
Ohio State Buckeyes is something he successfully
passed on to his sons and grandsons.

Nick loved life and was a
wonderful husband, father,
grandfather, and friend.  He always
felt that his family was his greatest
accomplishment.  Those who knew
him will miss his smile, his laugh, his
advice, and especially his huge
heart.  He leaves behind his wife,
Linda; his children, Nick (Gen),
Sheri Namsick (Mark), Kim Kriska
and Todd; the lights of his life, his
grandchildren, Morgan, Shelby,
Nicholas, Kylie, Joseph, Matthew,
Mary, Zachary, Preston, and

McKenna.  He also leaves his brothers, George (Nancy)
and Frank (Chris), and many nieces and nephews.
Submitted by Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59.

John B. Leidy, Sr., PG SMA ‘65

John B. Leidy, Sr. - 66, of
Telford, PA went home to be with
his Lord on Tuesday, October 30,
2012 at Grand View Hospital.  He
was the loving husband of Norma
Jean (Nash) Leidy for 42 years.
John was born in Abington, PA to
the late Harvey & Betty (Smith)
Leidy.

He graduated from Hatboro
Horsham High School, class of
1964. John attended Stauton
Military Academy for a year and West Virginia University
for a year. He served in the US Navy for 4 years during the
Vietnam War.

John was employed as an Equipment Operator for Carr
& Duff for 38 years. He was a member of the W.K. Bray
Lodge No. 410 in Hatboro, PA, a member of the LuLu
Shriners and was part of the LuLu Shriners Stewards of
Plymouth Meeting, PA. John was a member of the IBEW
Local 126 in Collegeville, PA.

He enjoyed trap shooting, woodworking, hunting, bowling
and coaching softball. John loved spending time with his
grandchildren especially watching them play sports and
swimming. He enjoyed traveling with his wife and most

recently a trip to Florida for the Phillies spring
training. John and Norma enjoyed his navy reunions
with his former shipmates.

He was a member of Line Lexington
Mennonite Church.  In addition to his wife, he is
survived by a son, John Leidy, Jr. & wife, Antoinette
of Lansdale, PA; two daughters, Jennifer Rohr &
husband, Thomas of Harleysville, PA, Jaime Lillis
& husband, Lance of Bernville, PA and six
grandchildren – Tyler, Sophia, Wyatt, Hailey, Logan
and Mason.

William S. Michaels, SMA ‘53

William S. Michaels, 78, of
Dallas, passed away peacefully
in the company of his loving
family Wednesday morning,
Oct. 16, 2013.

Born March 8, 1935, in
Kingston, he was the son of the
late Stanley and Mary Michaels
and was a member of Gate of
Heaven Parish, Dallas. William
attended Swoyersville High
School and was a graduate of

Cadet Kriska in 1959.

Nicholas Kriska.

John B. Leidy.

Cadet Michaels in 1953.

Friday, March 28, 2014 (on former SMA campus)

9:30 – 11:30 am: SMAAA Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall)

10:00 am – 4:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open

11:00 am – 3:30 pm: Registration (Mess Hall)

3:30 pm: Honor Ceremony with Howie Rifles Performance (Kable Hall Courtyard)

4:30 pm: Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside of the SMA-VWIL Museum)

6:00 – 8:00 pm: Reception and Dinner (Mess Hall)

8:00 – 11:00 pm: VWIL Military Ball (SJH) (Open to all SMA alumni who wish to attend)

$15.00 per person attending (checks payable to VWIL)
Dress: Formal, Military or Business.

Saturday, March 29, 2014 (on former SMA campus & Stonewall Jackson Hotel)

8:15 – 9:00 am: Registration for those who have not registered (SJH)

9:00 – 9:30 am: SMA Breakfast Hosted by Legacy Fund Project Committee (SJH)

SMA alumni and spouse/adult guest

9:30 – 10:30 am: Annual SMA Alumni General Membership meeting (SJH)

10:00 – 11:00 am: Women’s Group (Alumni wives/guests) (SJH)

This is informal time with VWIL Cadets and to discuss VWIL plans for the future.

10:30 – 11:00 am: SMAAA Board of Directors meeting (SJH)

11:30 – 4:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open

12:00 – 1:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Parade (in honor of Dr. Bryant)

SMA-VWIL Alumni will form up on the asphalt at 11:45 am to follow the
VWIL Corps of Cadets onto Kable Field.

1:00 – 2:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Lunch (Parade Field)

3:00 – 5:00 pm: Dr. Bryant Memorial Walk-Run (register at site if you wish to participate)
or visit the museum, connect with former classmates, shop or tour the city.

5:00 – 6:00 pm: Registration for those who have not yet registered (SJH Lobby)

6:00 – 7:00 pm: Banquet Reception (cash bar) (SJH Lobby)

7:00 – 10:00 pm: Alumni Banquet (SJH Banquet Rm)

10:00 pm: Nostalgia Time

Sunday, March 30, 2014

8:30 am – 12:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open
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Staunton Military Academy and Wilkes College. Prior
to his retirement, he was employed by the Brick Industry
of America for 36 years.

Bill was a loving and caring husband, father,
grandfather and great-grandfather. Billy was proud of his
Swoyersville roots and enjoyed the spirit of competition.
He played fullback for the 1951 Swoyersville Sailors
championship football team being led by his best friend,
Uncle Lou. He was a member of Brussock’s Bowling
League for more than 30 years, 4th Degree Knights of
Columbus Council 372, former president of Back Mountain
Little League and the Lake-Lehman Football Booster Club.

William is survived by his loving wife of 52 years, Irene
(Cikota); children Jim and wife, Bonnie, of Harveys Lake,
Susan Phifer and husband, Mitch, of Allentown, Allan and

companion, Michelle, of West
Grove, and Robert and wife,
Barbara, of Dallas; grandchildren
Rick, Matt, Tyler, Chelsea, Nicole
and Ryan; great-grandchild
Sophia; sisters Gert Magdelinskas
and husband, Tom, of Langhorne,
and Doris Schnieder of
New Jersey; as well as
numerous aunts, uncles,
nieces, nephews and
cousins.

Published in Times Leader from Oct. 18 to
Oct. 19, 2013

William Lawrence “Bill”
Moseley, SMA ‘52

William Lawrence “Bill”
Moseley, 78, of Hayesville died
Saturday, January 19, 2013. He
had lived in Seminole County,
FL before moving to Clay
County
in 1998.

He graduated from Staunton
Military Academy in 1952.  He
had served in the United States Air
Force stationed in Korea and
Japan. He retired after 27 years
with Florida Gas Company. Bill
was a member of the Hiawassee,
GA VFW.

Surviving are his wife, Candy
David Moseley; two daughters,

Karen Cox of Chuluota, FL and Cindy Dybas of Winter
Park, FL; a step-daughter, Jamie Corona of Hayesville;
three step-sons, James and Julius King both of Tifton, GA,
and Mike Tanner of Cortland, NY; a sister, Sue Watters of
Lexington Park, MD; two brothers, Neal Moseley of
Houston, TX and Robert Moseley of Osteen, FL; and three
grandchildren.

Dr. William Duke Myers, M.D., SMA ‘60

Dr. William Duke Myers,
71, of Lubbock, Texas passed
away peacefully on
Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2013.
He was born in Lexington,
Kentucky to Frances Myers
and Col. Gene Myers.
During childhood, Duke
traveled with his father’s
military assignments including

tours in Salzburg
and Vienna,
Austria, which
started a passion
for international
travel and learning
of different
cultures. In 1960, Duke graduated as the
Centennial 1st Captain [Corps Commander]
and the first cadet full colonel.  He also
received the Kable Legion of Honor,  the

highest award bestowed upon the outstanding cadet
from Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, VA. Duke
graduated pre-med from University of Kentucky in 1964 and
completed medical school at the University of Louisville 4
years later. He completed residency and fellowship in internal
medicine and nephrology at Walter Reed Army Medical Center
in Washington, DC.

Dr. Myers served 14 years
in the US Army stationed at Fort
Knox, KY, Walter Reed and Fort
Sam Houston in San Antonio, TX.
In 1978, Duke and his family moved
to Lubbock where he began private
practice in nephrology and clinical
professorship at Texas Tech
University School of Medicine.

Dr. Myers is survived by his
wife, Gayle; daughters, Laura
Turnbow and husband Tracy of
Lubbock, Debbie Haddix and

William Michaels.

Cadet Moseley in 1952.

William Lawrence
Moseley

Cadet Myers in 1960

Dr. William “Duke”
Myers.
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To The Editor, 11/11/2013

I just spoke to the widow of George E. Johnson, SMA Class of 1954, and found that he had passed away due to problems involved
with Alzheimer’s on 9 April 2006.  George was on the varsity football and track teams, and was manager of the basketball team
during his one year at SMA.  Later he played football for four years at Wake Forest.  According to his wife, Pat, he considered
playing for the Pittsburg Steelers but after reporting to their camp he realized that pro football’s social environment was “too fast”
for his particular life style.  He changed directions and later became President of the Holly Poultry Company in Winston Salem,
North Carolina.
I am waiting for a call from the present owner of Holly Poultry who might be George’s son.  If he calls me back, I will forward any
additional comments.
 
Thanks, and TDH
Kelly McGavock, SMA ‘59
 
p.s. BTW, I have been reading Rope by Barry Longyear, SMA ‘60, and believe it should be required reading for all alumni.

To: Peter Birckhead 11/02/2013

My name is Carolyn VanCamp, and I married Jim VanCamp, SMA ’72, on July 10, 2013. We have
received a postcard for Gen. Bissell referencing an update of information for the Staunton Military
Academy Alumni Today.  Jim passed away August 13, 2013.

I do not know what type of information or pictures you need, but please find attached an picture
taken of him at the 2012 reunion.

Carolyn VanCamp

letters and email

Jim “J.C.” VanCamp
in 2012

RENE L. AERTS, SMA ‘59

 Rene Aerts was born in New York
on November 14, 1940, the first
child of three born to Rene and
Bertha Aerts of Belgium. He
entered Staunton
Military Academy as a
sophomore in the fall of
1956 and graduated as
a sergeant in D
Company in May 1959.
After leaving SMA, Rene

obtained an Associate of Applied Science degree
from Rochester Institute of Technology in 1963 and
moved to San Diego in 1969.

Rene met his wife to be, Diane Staley, while
working as a sales representative for AGFA, and after a
long distance courtship they married on October 13, 1984.
Rene and Diane enjoyed many years of travel, fishing, and
boating in San Diego, especially cruising and fishing with the

Southwestern Yacht Club.
After Rene’s retirement
from AGFA in 1993, he and
Diane built a home in Buena
Vista, State of Baja Sur,

Mexico, where
they enjoyed
fishing trips, ATV
rides, and
adventures through Baja for twenty years.

On February 24, 2013, Rene’s battle with
cancer ended.  Rene is survived by his devoted
and loving wife, Diane; loyal companion, Dusty;
Sisters Margaret Connors of Hampton, NH, and
Julie McNamara of New Smyrna Beach, FL;
nieces and nephews. Any donations should be made

to the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

Submitted by Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59.

taps

Cadet Aerts in 1959.

Diane and Rene Aerts

husband Scott of Cypress, Texas, and Tiffany Walker and
husband Jay of Dallas, Texas; as well as his grandchildren,
Joshua Haddix, Kenzie Turnbow, Drew Turnbow, Kendall
Turnbow, Wes Walker, and Brooklyn Walker. The family
would like to express their sincere gratitude to his caregivers
from Interim Hospice especially Kendell, Brandi and Phyllis.
As Duke requested there will be no memorial service, instead
his family will take a trip to celebrate his life and love of
travel. Memorial contributions are welcome and the family
suggests MD Anderson Cancer Center, 1515 Holcombe Blvd,
Houston, TX 77030.

Morton Peskin, Jr., attended SMA ’44 (freshman)

CUMBERLAND — Morton
William Peskin, one of the key
mercantile players at the zenith of
downtown Cumberland shopping,
died Monday at his West Side home.
He was 84.

The owner and president of
Peskin, Inc., the haberdasher
operated a popular upscale
Baltimore Street clothing
store and was a founding
member of the

Downtown Development Commission, an entity
that continues to chart the course for the business
district’s future.

Retired Allegany County Circuit Court Judge
James Getty said he was deeply saddened by the
untimely death of his dear friend.  “Mort was the
last and most dedicated member of those citizens
who made Baltimore Street the business center of
Western Maryland. Several others come to
mind...Rosenbaums and Schwarzenbachs,” Getty wrote in
an email.  ”Sonny,” as I called him, never gave up the
challenge presented by the introduction of the super mall
age, although he knew it was a losing battle. One of his true
successful endeavors was his dedication to the Crippled
Children’s League. “Personally, we derided, insulted,
demeaned and embarrassed each other whenever an
opportunity occurred. All in jest. We have lost a general.
God bless him.”

Arthur Friedland was not only Peskin’s first-cousin, but
also a downtown merchant for 40 years at Tots To Teens.
“He was quite an intelligent guy,” Friedland remembered.
“He liked to voice his opinion and would often voice it loudly,
even when not asked for.”  Friedland said he couldn’t think
of anybody who didn’t like Peskin, a man he described as
having a wonderful sense of humor. “He never met a

stranger,” said Friedland’s wife, Bernice. “We played bridge
just this past Wednesday.”

Hyndman, Pa., resident Steve Stouffer, retired advertising
director for the Cumberland Times-News, said his relationship
with Peskin became one of friendship rather than business.
“I had my own coffee cup at his office and we’d sit and
smoke three or four cigarettes. One time he looked at my
shoes, said they should be shined, and sent me to another
place in the building to buff them.”

On Sept. 11, 2001, Stouffer’s son, Jeff, and Peskin’s
daughter, Lisa, were both in New York City. Eventually the
two fathers discovered that their children were not injured
during the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center.  “Mort
was on the phone right away, calling me to check on Jeff,”
Stouffer said.

Attorney Jack McMullen, former publisher of the
Cumberland Times-News, called Peskin one in a million.
“There will never be another Mort Peskin,” McMullen said.
“He was always there in a leadership capacity for anything
positive going on in the community. “And you couldn’t ask
for a better neighbor,” said McMullen, who lives a few doors
away from the Peskin residence. “When you saw Mort, your
day would brighten.”

In May 2009, speaking upon the death of Robert Little
Ebert of S.T. Little Jewelry Co., Peskin told the
Times-News, “We were lucky in those days, having
the people we did downtown. We all felt the same
way about our community and tried very, very hard
to make it a wonderful place. In a lot of ways I
think we succeeded.”

Gordon B. Phillips, SMA ‘61

Gordon B. Phillips, 70, of
Northbrook formerly Glenview,
born and raised in Wilmette,
passed away April 10, 2012;
beloved husband of Ineke; loving
father of James Gordon. Mr.
Phillips was the president of
Seedburo Equipment Company.

Cadet Peskin in 1944.

Cadet Phillips in 1959.
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I was appointed guidon bearer my Senior year. I could scan and include ten letters between my Dad and Harrison Dey that
only got me summoned to the Supertendant’s office.  MORE PARALYSING pressure!  Half way through my Senior year, I was
still struggling and Captain “Digger” O’Dell, the “A” Company Advisor, walked into my room and said “if you can’t do your school
work, you can’t carry this company’s guidon!”  That Friday, my Dad told me that he had made the decision to wash his hands of
me. “You are going to make it or you won’t!”  He had talked to Dey that week, and Dey didn’t think I would graduate on
schedule.  Suddenly NO PRESSURE!  Voila!  He sure could have saved himself a ton of money by taking the pressure off when
I was in the third grade.  My wife tells me that her Dad would sign
her report card without even looking at the grades and she spells
perfectly.  The rest of the story is that suddenly I found it easy to
pursue my studies, and I managed to graduate on schedule.  It was
close, but I made it!  But when the Graduation Parade came I didn’t
get that gideon back.

Fast forward the video tape FIFTY YEARS.  My wife and I are
driving down the Skyline Drive, having flown into Reagan National
from Houston en route to Staunton, VA, because I knew that fifty
years ago great things had happened in my life there.  In that Senior
year, Bill Mundhenk and I lived in room 102 in South Barracks, and
Fegans and Myers lived in 101.  As we drove, I told her tales of my
days at SMA, and I also told her that “when we march down that hill
to that parade field, I am going to be carrying that guidon.”

After the reunion, Duke and I started e-mailing each other and I
copied you on some of those and I even got one from Duke telling
me that his daughter lives about six minutes from us here in Cypress,
TX.  On one of his e-mails he mentioned, almost casually, that he
was “haunted by cancer.”  Well Barry, I never brought it up in all the
subsequent e-mails that I sent him and I deeply regret that I didn’t tell him how he was in my thoughts and prayers and that I was
pulling for him with thing that haunted him!  Damn I feel low!  I never told him how special it was for me to have carried that
guidon that day because there couldn’t have been a soul on the earth that could have carried it that would have been more proud
to do it!  And so I thought I would tell you the story, copy Duke, and just maybe Duke will reach down from heaven into
cyberspace and read it; maybe his wife will stop by and see it framed on the bookshelf in our home office when she comes to visit
her daughter.  It would have been a lot easier to have done that hard thing then instead of doing it now with my eyes full of tears.
 
Robert Wood, SMA ‘60

Hello SMA Old Boys 9/29/2013
This is Duke’s family reading your touching emails.  Dad was so thrilled and yet surprised the impact he had with his SMA

peers some 50 years ago.  He was so tickled to hear from so many as he forwarded the emails from you all and asked us to share
with his grandchildren - which we have and will continue to do.  If you have stories to share of our Dad, we would love to hear
them, as we will document them for Grandpa Duke’s grandchildren and those future generations.

Our Mom and Dad so enjoyed the 2010 SMA Reunion where Dad got to walk the hill with the Old Boys.  We are so thrilled
he was able to go back to his high school campus and reconnect with so many of you.

With Gratitude,
Duke’s Girls: Gayle (his wife), Laura, Debbie, and Tiffany (his daughters)

P.S.  Any classmates that would like to share stories of our father during their SMA days can send them to Tiffany Myers Walker
at tiffanybrooke_2000@yahoo.com

Editor’s note.  Tiffany Myers Walker is Dr. William Duke Myers daughter.  Duke was our Centennial First Captain (1960)
and the first to wear the cadet rank of full Colonel.

Duke Myers, Robert Wood, and Barry Longyear
leading the “Old Boys” in 2010.

taps
Patrick (Pat) Hardy Reagan, SMA ‘45

On October 18, 2012,
Patrick (Pat) Hardy Reagan died
in Anson, Texas at the age of 84.
An only child, Pat was born on
December 13, 1927 in Tocopilla,
Chile, South America to Paul
Hallam and Elizabeth Hardy
Reagan. In 1945, Pat graduated
from Staunton Military
Academy and went on to serve
his country in both the Army and
Air Force, being honorably

discharged from the US Army in 1947 and the US Air Force
in 1951.

Between his two periods of military service he attended
Yale University and graduated with a BA in English
in 1950. Following his discharge from the Air Force
he attended the University of Texas Law School
and passed the Texas State Bar in the fall of 1953.

He married Joyce Elaine Pierce in the summer
of 1953 and began a long and gratifying 40-year
career as a trust officer with Frost National Bank
in San Antonio, retiring in the spring of 1993. Pat
and Joyce were married for 56 years. He spent
much of his retirement consulting on matters of trust
law, enjoying his grandchildren, traveling all over
the world with Joyce, supporting the arts and feeding his
voracious appetite for reading books.

Pat is survived by two children, his son, Patrick Hardy
Reagan, Jr. of the Woodlands, Texas and his daughter, Ann
Elizabeth Manners of Anson, Texas. Surviving grandchildren
include Patrick and Grace Reagan, son and daughter of
Patrick, Jr. and his wife, Lia
along with John and Elaine
Kerr, son and daughter of Ann,
wife to Buddy Manners. Pat’s
life was full of close friendships
including John Bakke and
Larry Cooper. His parents and
his wife predeceased Pat, with
Joyce passing in 2009.

Many will miss Pat, as he
lived life with integrity and
humility always mixed with a
little humor. The family asks
that donations honoring Pat be
made to the Hill Country Youth Ranch, Box 67, Ingram, Texas
78025.

John R. “Bob” Savage, SMA ‘41

John R. “Bob” Savage, 91,
of Randolph, passed away on
Friday July 26, 2013, at the Coos
County Nursing Home in Berlin.
He was born in Manchester, on
Dec. 1, 1921, the son of Maurice
and Katherine (O’Connor)
Savage. He attended St. Joseph
High School, St. Anselm College
and Staunton Military
Academy in Virginia.

John grew into a fine athlete, who excelled in pitching.
At Staunton Military Academy, he compiled a 22-1-2
record, apologizing if he didn’t strike out 20 batters.  Bob’s
baseball career was shelved for three years, as he served in

the US Army – Company D, 15th Infantry
Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division.  He was awarded
three Purple Hearts.

Pitching with Nazi shrapnel still in his back,
Bob returned to the Athletics in 1946 and pitched
in 44 ballgames – more than any other hurler in the
American League.  He picked up his first big league
victory that season, four long years after his debut.
It was a complete game, a 4-1 triumph over New
York at Yankee Stadium on July 7, 1946. Bob
remained with the Athletics through the 1948

season.  He pitched briefly with the St. Louis Browns in ’49,
before finishing his playing days in the Pacific Coast league.

Starting his second career at age 48, he finally used his
teaching degree and settled down
to teach physical education and to
coach baseball, basketball, and
golf at Gorham High School in
Gorham from 1969 to 1983.  He
then went on to run for political
office.  He became Registrar of
Probate and remained there until
he finally retired to the golf links
in 1986.

He is survived by his wife,
Rita A. (King) Savage of
Randolph, his children Bobbie and
Jon Savage, his stepchildren, John
Lyons of Saco, Maine, and Kathy Lyons of Orono, Maine,
and two grandchildren Ben and Sam Lyons.

Donations may be made in his memory to the Philadelphia
Athletics Historical Society, P.O. Box 731, Hatboro, PA 19040
or Greyhound Rescue of New England, P.O. Box 507,
Mendon, MA 01756.

Cadet Reagan in 1945

   Patrick Hardy Reagan.

Cadet Savage in 1941.

Bob Savage in
A’s uniform.
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To: SMA Alumni Association 09/16/2013

Hi Arlene,

You have my information correct.  Thank you for being there for Pam and me.  It is hard to explain my emotional connection
to SMA, and I rarely try.  You must have met many of us over the years, the stories you retold made me think you may understand
better than others why I wanted to return after all these years.  I am glad that I did and so is my wife, Pam.  She says she learned
more from the visit than she could from all the descriptions I gave her previously.

I don’t know if I’ll ever have the opportunity to visit again.  I am so glad I did this year.
Thanks,

Michael Lavery, SMA ‘67

Hi SMA Alumni, 09/27/2013
Bummed out about Duke’s passing, Dave Feagans, Dick Staunch and others. I had discussed with all three of them the

murder mystery I was writing that was set in a military school that would be borrowing heavily from SMA for the setting, and all
three were looking forward to it. Health problems of my own slowed things down to a snail’s pace, and the size of the story took
up more time. I talked about this novel with many of you, and many expressed a desire to see it once it was completed. So, now
it’s done. It’s 340,000 words long, and Rope Paper Scissors is being published as three volumes: Rope, Paper, and Scissors
respectively, available now in paperback on Amazon. Kindles should be available soon. Maybe they already are. I haven’t
checked.

With Duke Myers’s death, I feel like I’ve finally managed to turn in a very important assignment, but too late. I hope those of
you who read Rope Paper Scissors enjoy it. I worked hard on this story, and enjoyed the experience of writing it. The story
contains the following dedication: 

To those who ever wore
The blue-gray and black

And especially to all those who
Left their laughter, sweat, and tears

On the galleries and drill fields
of

The Hill
 
            So, it’s dedicated to Duke, Dave, Dick, so many others who are no longer here, and to all of you.

Barry Longyear, SMA ‘60

Editor’s Note. Robert Wood, SMA ’60, wrote a touching reply to Barry’s letter and graciously permitted me to print it here.
Thank you, Robert.

Subject: RE: It’s done. 09/27/2013
I wish I were writing a novel, Barry, but I am writing non-fiction.  We all went to SMA for different reasons!  Often, I am confronted

with “Military School… you must have been a problem child!”  Well, I wasn’t a problem child!  I didn’t spend my three years at SMA
on beat squad!  I was there because I had an overbearing father who I loved very much and who loved me very much.  Problem was
that he put so much pressure on me relative to my school work that it had become an obsession with him.  Otherwise, we were best
friends. He never could understand why I couldn’t spell, and I remember him throwing the spelling book across the room when I was in
the second grade.  He had a photographic memory, and my mind just didn’t work that way.  “Why didn’t you remember how it looked
on the page” he often asked?   I was paralyzed from it all, and it got obvious that I had to get away from it.  Thus I ended up staring at
a ceiling in Staunton, VA asking myself “what am I doing here?”, as I imagine all Rats did.

I struggled from the paralysis even after I got to SMA and dreaded the Friday night calls home I was expected to make. 
Algebra was a nightmare for me until I went to Summer School, and Robert Wease got me through it.  (I bet you thought he just
taught Government.)  I didn’t progress rank wise either, but rose only to Corporal (a misplaced 122 pound Corpsuckle from “A”
Company that didn’t fit in with all those jocks).

Dale Frederick Snell, SMA ‘57

Dale Frederick Snell, 74, of
Hollywood, MD, died Sunday,
September 8, 2013 at his home
surrounded by his loving family. Born
in Washington, DC on March 22,
1939, he was the son of the late Dale
Frederick Snell, Sr. and Jeanette
Crabbe.

Dale was a graduate of
Staunton Military Academy in
1957. On September 14, 1963, he married his beloved wife,
Aleida Vuyk Snell.

He was employed by the Federal Government in
Washington, DC until his retirement as an executive
assistant with US Customs. He enjoyed travelling
internationally and within the United States, particularly
to San Diego, CA and the New England states. His
hobbies included flower gardening, travelling, and
observing nature. However, his greatest love was his
family, especially the time he spent boating, fishing and
crabbing with his grandchildren. He was a Trustee of
Patuxent Presbyterian Church, past president and
secretary of Hollywood Lions Club, and Volunteer
Supporter of Young Life of St.
Mary’s County.

In addition to his wife, Dale is
also survived by his children Bryan
Snell (wife Amy) of Germantown,
MD and Sharon Nolan (husband
Brendan) of Greenville, NC; his
sister, Suzanne deBeers (husband
Sandy) of Waupaca, WI; and his
grandchildren, Ryan Snell, Jacob
Snell, Austin Snell, Ashley Nolan,
Troy Nolan. He is preceded in death
by his parents, an infant brother and
Dr. Edwin Snell. 

Peter G. Sweeting, SMA ‘61

Peter G. Sweeting passed
away on June 30, 2013.
Peter graduated from
Staunton Military Academy
as Cadet Lt. Colonel,
Battle Group Commander
in 1961.

No other information is
available at this time.

Dr. Archer K. Tullidge,

SMA ‘47

Dr. Archer Kilbourne Tullidge,
beloved husband and father, was
called home to be with the Lord
Sept. 26, 2013, at 4 p.m. He was
the son of George B. Tullidge and
Anne Hogshead Tullidge of
Staunton. He was educated at
Staunton Military Academy and
Bridgewater College in Virginia. Dr.
Tullidge received his medical training at The Medical College of
Virginia in Richmond and at the Boman Gray School of Medicine
in Winston-Salem, N.C. His career in medicine spanned a period

of 42 years, from 1957 until 1999. Dr. Tullidge was
also a United States Coast Guard veteran.

He is survived by his wife of 59 years,
Dorothy Lundy Tullidge; four sons, Dr. Archer K.
Tullidge Jr. of Tomball, Texas, George B. Tullidge
of Palm City, Fla., Lee Harrison Tullidge of Urbana,
Ohio, and James Lundy Tullidge of Tuscaloosa,
Ala.; one brother, Thomas H. Tullidge of Richmond,
Va. and one sister, Anne
Tullidge Bell of Troy, N.Y.
He is also survived by 14
grandchildren and six

great-grandchildren, with a great-
grandson soon to be born.

He was preceded in death by
one son, Stephen Timberlake Tullidge
Sr., and one brother, George Bowler
Tullidge III. Dr. Tullidge was a
member of the Grace Presbyterian
Church of America in Stuart, Fla. and
has attended the Capstone Village
Church at The Capstone Village Retirement Center in
Tuscaloosa, Ala.
Editor’s note: Tullidge Hall at Mary Baldwin College is
named after Dr. Tullidge’s family.

Cadet Snell in 1957.

 Dale Frederick Snell.

Cadet Sweeting in 1961.
Peter G. Sweeting.

Cadet Tullidge in 1947.

Dr. Archer Tullidge.
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VWIL        NEWS

College Names New VWIL Commandant
By Amanda Bennett Lancaster September 13, 2013

Following a nationwide search, Mary Baldwin College selected retired Air Force Brigadier General Teresa Djuric to
serve as the new commandant of cadets for the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) and special assistant to the
president, effective October 1, 2013.

Djuric — who most recently served as
deputy director in the Space Intelligence Office
at the Pentagon — succeeds Brigadier General
N. Michael Bissell, VWIL’s first commandant,
who announced his retirement in May.

In the search for a new commandant, the
college zeroed in on candidates who had
experience in command and administrative logistics
as well as leadership development programs in both
military and civilian settings. The new commandant
search committee also focused on candidates with
excellent organizational, communication, and
counseling skills.

“General Djuric has the experience,
credentials, and personal character to lead VWIL
into its next thriving chapter,” said MBC
President Pamela Fox. “She is exactly who we were hoping
to attract to the position — an accomplished individual with
passion and energy who will inspire students and colleagues
to excellence, build connections throughout our college
community and beyond, and evolve VWIL to be even more
successful in preparing young women to succeed in both
civilian and military careers.”

Djuric has led both small and large academic and
operational units; has served as an instructor to military and
civilian audiences; and as a four-time commander has
established solid working relationships with the national guard
and reserves, military services, school superintendents,
municipal officials, and community landowners. She also has
executed the most extensive Air Force Reserve Officer
Training Corps (ROTC) field-training overhaul in 60 years.

Djuric’s track record in leadership development also
proved attractive to administrators at Mary Baldwin, which
emphasizes student leadership opportunities within VWIL and
beyond. As commander of the Jeanne M. Holm Center for
Officer Accessions and Citizen Development at Air
University, Djuric established the first Air Force civilian
leadership course for newly hired civilians. She led 2,500
instructors responsible for training 23,000 cadets at universities
and officer training schools and 115,000 JROTC cadets at
884 high schools. Djuric managed the Air University officer
training campus, oversaw a $250 million budget and $28 million
in renovations, and was accountable for delivering 80 percent
of the Air Force’s new officers and cultivating citizens of
character.

In the course of her career, Djuric operated
space systems at three space wings; deployed
to Southwest Asia as the first director for space
forces to support the war on terrorism;
commanded at the squadron, group, wing and
educational center levels; and served on staffs
at the Air Force Personnel Center, U.S. Pacific
Command, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, and
the Office of the Secretary of Defense. In her
most recent role in the Space Intelligence Office,
Djuric led budget planning for space programs
valued at $12 billion and worked closely with
the under secretary of defense for acquisition,
technology, and logistics as the chief of staff
addressing congressional issues.

A decorated military leader, Djuric’s awards
include the Distinguished Service Medal, Defense Superior
Service Medal, Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster,
Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters, and
the General O’Malley Award for Distinguished Space
Leadership.

She earned master of strategic studies at the Army War
College, a master of arts in curriculum and instruction at the
University of Colorado, and a bachelor of science in computer
science at Mary Washington College.

“It’s an honor and privilege to join the Mary Baldwin
College community as we continue developing strong leaders
and involved citizens of character,” Djuric said.  “I’m eager
to guide the cadet corps into the next chapter of its legacy,
and I’m already inspired by the cadets’ dedication to their
education and willingness to participate in this challenging
military environment and leadership program.”

Editor’s Note.  The following biographical data was
provided by the U.S. Air Force.

EDUCATION

1983 Bachelor of Science degree in computer science, Mary
Washington College, Fredericksburg, Va.

1983 Distinguished graduate, Officer Training School, Lackland
AFB, Texas.

1987 Squadron Officer School, Air University, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

Brigadier General Teresa Djuric.
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VWIL        NEWS
Update 11-15-13

By Peter Birckhead ‘73

As many of you know from reading the May and September 2013 issues of the Kablegram-Leader, the SMAAA has
established the Legacy Fund Project Committee.  As Chair of the Committee, I mentioned in the May story that I would provide
routine updates on the progress of our committee with every issue of the Kablegram-Leader. Since this past May and September
the following has been accomplished by the committee and your association board:

I A GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION HAS BEEN SET AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

The Legacy Fund Project Committee has set a Goal to raise $1.5 Million in order to provide the necessary principal
(invested) amount of money to yield a return sufficient to carry out its mission to support the Staunton Military Academy
Alumni Association in perpetuity and to support scholarship recipients or organizations, such as the Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Program, which exhibit the core values of “Truth, Duty, and Honor”.

II The Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association Partners with Harris Connect to Produce a New
SMA Alumni Directory

SMA Old Boys change emails, jobs and locations so often that it is hard for our alumni association to keep up with everyone.
As a result, your alumni association has contracted with Harris Connect, a leading publisher of alumni directories throughout the U.S.,
to update contact information on all of our alumni around the world so that they can keep up-to-date on alumni news, activities and
future reunions. Harris Connect will also help produce a beautiful hardcover and softcover publication that will allow SMA alumni to
find their old school buddies for personal reconnecting and professional networking.

Simultaneously with this effort with Harris Connect, several SMA alumni, led by Ed Smith, SMA ’76, from the last four
decades will be reaching out to members of their class by phone, email, Facebook, and/or snail mail to help with verification of contact
information and re-building of their class year data base.

III NEW SMAAA FUNDING BINS CREATED AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

The 15 “funding bins” or ways for you to contribute to your association and its beneficiaries have been eliminated.  We
now have the following ways for you to support your alumni association and VWIL

1) SMAAA MEMBERSHIP FUND – your membership dues
2) SMAAA FOUNDATION LEGACY FUNDS

A. HERITAGE FUND – help ensure the memories, traditions and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity
B. TRUTH, DUTY AND HONOR FUND – support scholarship recipients and organizations, such as the VWIL
Program at MBC, that exemplify the core values of Truth, Duty and Honor

IV GIFT GIVING MARKETING MATERIALS AND FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN

Gift Giving Marketing Materials have been created and we are gearing up for a public announcement of our fund raising
efforts at next year’s upcoming annual reunion. Be on the look-out for more information about this coming to you soon

V YOUR PAST AND ALL FUTURE DONATIONS HAVE BEEN OR ARE  NOW BEENING
PROPERLY INVESTED

Sid Huguenin, SMA ’73, with Morgan Stanley has been selected by the SMAAA Board to provide investment services for
the SMA Foundation Legacy Fund.  An Investment Policy has been written, An Investment Committee has been formed and
approximately $230,000 is being invested systematically now and over the next several months into the stock market.

If anyone has any questions or want to help please contact me directly.
Thanks!

Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net
713-819-1980

SMA Alumni Association Legacy Fund Project Committee

1994 Master of Arts degree in curriculum and instruction,
University of Colorado, Colorado Springs

1996 Distinguished graduate, Air Command and Staff
College, Air University, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

1999 Air War College, by correspondence.

2001 Master of Strategic Studies degree, Army War College,
Carlisle Barracks, Pa.

2006 Joint and Combined Warfighting School, National
Defense University, Norfolk, Va.

2006 Air Force Senior Leadership Course, Center for Creative
Leadership, Greensboro, N.C.

2007 Enterprise Leadership Seminar, Kenan-Flagler Business
School, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, N.C.

2009 Capstone General Officer Course, National Defense
University, Fort McNair, Washington, DC

2009 Program for Senior Executives in National and
International Security, John F. Kennedy School of
Government, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.

2010 Enterprise Leadership Seminar, Darden Business
School, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Va.

2011 Systems Acquisition Management Course, Defense
Acquisition University, Fort Belvoir, Va.

ASSIGNMENTS

1. October 1983 - August 1987, satellite operations officer
and CINC briefer, North American Aerospace Defense
Command, Cheyenne Mountain Air Station, Colo.

2. August 1987 - November 1988, crew commander, 5th
Space Warning Squadron, Woomera, Australia

3. November 1988 - January 1992, flight commander and
curriculum director, Squadron Officer School, Air University,
Maxwell AFB, Ala.

4. January 1992 - May 1994, section commander, 21st Crew
Training Squadron, Peterson AFB, Colo.

5. May 1994 - August 1995, flight commander, 21st
Operations Support Squadron, Peterson AFB, Colo.

6. July 1995 - June 1996, student, Air Command and Staff
College, Maxwell AFB, Ala.

7. June 1996 - March 1998, division chief and executive
officer, Assignments Directorate, Air Force Personnel
Command, Randolph AFB, Texas

8. March 1998 - June 2000, Commander, 614th Space
Operations Squadron, Vandenberg AFB, Calif.

9. June 2000 - June 2001, student, Army War College, Carlisle
Barracks, Pa.

10. July 2001 - June 2003, U.S. Strategic Command
representative to U.S. Pacific Command, Camp H.M. Smith,
Hawaii

11. June 2003 - May 2005, Commander, 21st Operations
Group, Peterson AFB, Colo. (April 2004 - August 2004,
Director of Space Forces, U.S. Central Command Air Forces,
Southwest Asia)

12. May 2005 - September 2006, division chief, Deputy Chief of
Staff for Strategic Plans and Programs, Headquarters U.S Air Force,
Washington, D.C.

13. September 2006 - May 2007, Vice Commander, 30th Space Wing,
Vandenberg AFB, Calif.

14. May 2007 - June 2008, Commander, 50th Space Wing, Schriever
AFB, Colo.

15. June 2008 - October 2010, Commander, Jeanne M. Holm Center
for Officer Accessions and Citizen Development, Air University,
Maxwell AFB, Ala.

16. October 2010 - present, Deputy Director, Space and Intelligence
Office, Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition,
Technology and Logistics, the Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

SUMMARY OF JOINT ASSIGNMENTS

1. October 1983 - August 1987, satellite operations officer and CINC
briefer, North American Aerospace Defense Command, Cheyenne
Mountain Air Station, Colo., as a lieutentant

2. July 2001 - June 2003, U.S. Strategic Command representative to
U.S. Pacific Command, Camp H.M. Smith, Hawaii, as a colonel

3. October 2010 - present, Office of the Under Secretary of Defense
for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics, the Pentagon,
Washington, D.C., as a brigadier general

BADGES

Command Space Badge

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

Defense Superior Service Medal

Legion of Merit with oak leaf cluster

Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters

Joint Service Commendation Medal

Air Force Commendation Medal

Air Force Achievement Medal

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS

2005 Gen. Jerome O’Malley Distinguished Space Leadership Award

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION

Second Lieutenant Sept. 30, 1983

First Lieutenant Sept. 30, 1985

Captain Sept. 30, 1987

Major Oct. 1, 1995

Lieutenant Colonel Sept. 1, 1998

Colonel Aug. 1, 2002

Brigadier General Dec. 9, 2008
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a Buck Sergeant. While I am sure that we had been in classes together in the previous two years, I must admit that I did not
recognize him or his name as he sat on his bed smoking while I hauled my trunk into the room. We were as not diametrically
opposed on the Military School enjoyment scale as Jerry Karnas and I were, but he was not interested in obtaining great levels
of rank at the school. He proposed an interesting methodology for us to use to determine who would be room orderly each day.
He agreed to keep the room neat but no more. If I wanted to work on certain days to keep the room up at merit level, then I
could be the room orderly for those days. He would take room orderly on those days I did not want to work that hard. That
arrangement worked well for both of us the whole year.

Besides the assistance that he gave me on my adventure into the steam tunnels (Kablegram Feb. 2011), the most vivid
memory I have of him was the day of the big snowstorm. The snow and ice had fallen for the whole day before and power had
gone out in the town. Classes were canceled for the day for the first time in the school’s history. Meals were sandwiches, cereal,
and cold milk. Snowball fights reaching battalion strength transpired on Flagpole Hill and Echols Field. I returned to the room
after some such activity only to find Don and some other cadet, whose name has long since been forgotten, sitting next to the
trash can. They were wadding up paper and throwing it into a continuous small fire that they had built to stay warm. I remember
looking at them, shaking my head, and backing out of the room. I felt my best course of action at the time was to ignore the
situation, forget it, and give myself plausible deniability if ever questioned about such behavior.

September 1969 thru November 1969 - Senior Year
Room 121 South Barracks - I arrived at the Academy three days prior to the start of the school year with the other

Company and Field Grade cadets for officer orientation. I had obtained the rank of First Lieutenant with the assignment as A
Company Commander. When the other cadet officers arrived two days later, I met my two roommates for what I thought
would be the rest of the year. These were Mark Schwamberger and Bobby Wellons. Mark was a fourth year cadet like me,
while Bobby was in his second year. Once again, I must admit that I did not remember them from the year before, my life until
then being wrapped up in B Company. Mark and Bobby had both been in A Company the year before.

We resided in the corner room on the Southeast corner of the first gallery, South Barracks. We outfitted it with a lounge
chair, stereo, and wall posters. I have pictures of the three of us and several other cadets playing ‘03 guitars and ottoman drums
in a moment of levity. While those pictures tell of fun together, the three of us and Don Deutsch, the company First Sergeant,
somehow worked the company into shape. The Company won Honor Company for October and Squad Drill Competition at
Thanksgiving. I believe both of these events contributed to my next change of rooms and roommates.

November 1969 thru June 1970 - Senior Year
The Guard House South Barracks - On Monday, December 1 (or there abouts), I was called into Col. Richter’s

office. Col. Richter was the Senior Army Instructor at the time. He told me that the First Battalion Commander had been
reduced in rank and my new Corps assignment was as First Battalion Commander. I moved into the Guard House in the center
of South Barracks with J.J. Heinz, the Corps Commander.

I do not know how the other cadets who lived in the Guard House did it, but J.J. and I treated the Guard House like
a two bedroom, no bath apartment. I had the ground floor for the rest of the first semester while he lived in the upstairs. At the
beginning of the second semester, we switched.

This arrangement had an interesting effect. While we were technically roommates, we did not live together and the
sense of being roommates was lost. There were no philosophical discussions of the meaning of life into the night after Taps. No
undressing and dressing in front of each other. The arrangement was closer to being apartment mates.

The only adventure that I could say that J.J. and I had during the year was in the aftermath of the time I was attacked
by Townies just below South Barracks (Kablegram 11 – 2011). J.J. sat next to me that day in court and supported me through
it, just like a roommate should.

While I’ve talked to J.J. a couple of times since leaving SMA, the last time I saw him was on Graduation day, June, 2nd
1970 and the memory is still etched in my mind. I was standing on the balcony of the Holiday Inn. He was down on the street
walking his girlfriend back to Stuart Hall. Others walked with them; probably Kevin Gorman & Susan, Rick Edwards &
Abbie, and I think Sarah Phillips, Abbie’s roommate at Stuart Hall.

Watching young lovers stroll away is not a bad memory to have as the last one of my time as SMA.

New Commandant Empowers Founders Day Audience
By Amanda Bennett Lancaster October 4, 2013

In her first official appearance as commandant of cadets of
the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership, Brigadier General
Teresa Djuric delivered an energetic message to Mary Baldwin
College seniors during her Founders Day 2013 address.

“This past month at Mary Baldwin has been full of special
events recognizing the freshman class and enriching their first-
year experience… today we shift the focus to you. That’s right,
it’s all about you, and I plan to make your lives easier by sharing
my thoughts on the power of empowering,” Djuric said to begin
her speech.

A retired air force officer who most recently served as
deputy director in the Space Intelligence Office at the Pentagon,

Djuric drew on her military and civilian leadership experiences to motivate the audience of
students, faculty, staff, and community guests.

“When we energize people to tackle challenges, we’re all rewarded by their commitment
to increase quality and achieve high degrees of success,” she said.

VWIL Change of Command Ceremony

Staunton — As each company moved in one syncopated motion, the band prepared to play. It was a true demonstration of
control as each leg moved in time and the cadets seemed like a blur of just green and white.

During the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership Change of Command Parade for Commandant of Cadets on Thursday,
Brig. Gen. Mike Bissell stood stoically. Bissell was the founding leader of VWIL, the only all-female cadet corps in the country,
for 19 years, and helped the program flourish. “I don’t want to leave,” he said. But after suffering a stroke in mid-April, Bissell
lost his eyesight and has trouble remembering things. Pressured by his wife and family, he chose to retire, but stayed on until
Mary Baldwin’s President Pamela Fox found a replacement, which wasn’t too hard.  Brig. Gen. Terry Djuric was chomping at
the bit to take up the leadership role at the college.

In what Bissell describes as a tragic year, he suffered his stroke days after the death of one of the founding directors of
VWIL, Brenda Bryant, former dean of students and senior vice president for the college. It was hard to pick the momentum back
up after that, Bissell said. One thing he wants to see is for the corps to grow. VWIL has 120 cadets, he wants more than 200. “I
have a dream of what we should be doing to fix this quickly,” he said. “This dream is that we really start recruiting for this corps.”

Hundreds gathered for the first formal change of command in VWIL’s history. Serving two service tours in Vietnam, Bissell
was nominated for the Congressional Medal of Honor and received the Distinguished Service Medal. A decorated member of the
U.S. Army, he became the first full-time Commandant of Cadets in 1999. “He has given to his students, with honor and distinction,”
said retired Air Force Col. and Chaplain Charles Caudill, a good friend of Bissell. He has to retire because he has no more room
for medals on his uniform,” Caudill joked.

General Teresa Djuric
addressing MBC seniors.

MBC Seniors, Class of ’14.
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Our time at SMA gave us the opportunity to experience many things that others in our age group never did. One of these
experiences was learning to live with people outside of our families. Most people did not experience this until they left for
college or the Armed Forces and were therefore older (and perhaps a little wiser). At SMA, cadets had this life lesson as young
as eleven or twelve.

As with our families, we were rarely able to choose our roommates and learned to live with the hand dealt us. Sometimes
the cards were good to us, and some times not. However, good hand or not, I doubt that any of us have ever forgotten those
people we lived so closely with all those years ago. Some of the room numbers have faded, the class schedules have long been
forgotten, the girl we took to the Rat Hop is long from our minds. However, our roommates were the family that we had those
years long ago and will never leave our memories, no matter how hard we may try.

Jerry Karnas, John Eppinger, Chuck Swafford, Don Windley, Mark Schwamberger, Bobby Wellons, J.J. Heinz; these
were the people that I roomed with through my four years at the academy. These are the names and teenaged faces that I will
never forget.

The only roommate I have ever seen since I graduated from the Academy was Don Windley. I ran into him several times
in Staunton and at reunions until his death in 2007. I have talked to John Eppinger, Mark Schwamberger, Bobby Wellons, and
J.J. Heinz a time or two.

September 1966 thru May 1967 - Freshman Year
Room 304 South Barracks - Jerry Karnas and John Eppinger were the first two people from whom I learned the lesson

of living with strangers. I met them the first day that we three all became cadets (a.k.a. Rats). I quickly realized that Jerry and
I were at opposite ends of the Military School enjoyment scale. I wanted rank and the status that came from it, Jerry wanted
status of another kind. John was sort of in the middle and was probably one of the easiest going people I ever met. The big
adventure that we had as roommates was the AMA raid in November of 1966 (Kablegram Nov. 2009). John did not return to
the Academy after that first year. I talked with him in the early 2000’s for the first time since May 1967 while I was locating
alumni to expand the SMAAA roster. Jerry finally graduated from the Academy in 1971, but died in an accident at his father’s
lumberyard a year or two later.

September 1967 thru May 1968 – Sophomore Year
Room 306 South Barracks - When I reported to the Academy for my sophomore year, I found I was to be roomed with

Chuck Swafford. We were both squad leaders in B Company. As a side note, Capt. Neilson, the Sophomore English Instructor,
informed me one day early in the school year what the term ‘Sophomoric’ meant and how it handily applied to me back then.
(OK –it probably still applies today.) Looking back, I now see how his observation was correct. Hence, I shall use the term
liberally through the rest of this section to bring a sense of understanding to the reader of Chuck and me as roommates. Life with
Chuck was easy in our sophomoric ways as we went through that year that tends to divide one from being a boy to being a
man. The funniest incident that we had as roommates came in the way of a couple of room inspections of the type that occurred
during the week.

Returning from classes one day, we saw on the company bulletin board that our section of the gallery had undergone room
inspection and we had survived without getting any demerits. Since there had been an inspection that day, we figured with our
little sophomoric brains that we were safe from inspection the following day. Therefore, continuing in a sophomoric pattern, we
left our room a mess with unmade beds, upswept floors, and Presses in disorder. As you can guess the outcome, the room was
inspected again that day. Since there was no excuse for our actions, we answered the stick to Col. Cleveland with un-
sophomoric humility and took responsibility for our sophomoric behavior. A couple of Friday nights on Beat Squad gave us
both the time to learn and grow out of our sophomoric ways. Chuck Swafford left the Academy in October of 1968. He is not
on the SMAAA roles, and my efforts over the years to locate him have been unsuccessful.

September 1968 thru May 1969 – Junior Year
Room 212 South Barracks - Checking into the Academy for my junior year, I found myself in the company of Don

Windley. I had come back that year at the rank of Sergeant First Class. Don continued following his stripe-a-year plan and was

Bissell may be retiring, Caudill said, but his wife, Jan,
has only had her job increased. He and his wife will now
spend time with seven children, 17 grandchildren and one
grandchild. The program has only been around for nearly
two decades, and Bissell feels Djuric will provide a
wonderful addition to the program, and is someone who
will instill the proper ideals in the cadets. “She seems
aggressive and has some wonderful ideas,” Bissell said.

With a background of 30 years in the Air Force, Djuric
will be responsible for overseeing the leadership
development program for all the cadets in the VWIL
program. That will mean adding structure to the cadets’
personal lives, which includes mapping out study time and
laying the groundwork for becoming organized and an
essential part of society.

Djuric has led small and large academic and operational
units and has served as an instructor to military and civilian

audiences. As commander of the Jeanne M. Holm Center
for Officer Accessions and Citizen Development at Air
University, Djuric established the first Air Force civilian
leadership course for newly hired civilians. She led 2,500
instructors responsible for training 23,000 cadets at
universities and officer training schools and 115,000 JROTC
cadets at 884 high schools and managed the Air University
officer training campus. It was during her time at the Holm
Center that she realized her future was in higher education.
“I have prepared myself for 30 years for a job just like
this,” Djuric said. Djuric took the new position Oct. 1.

Bissell leaves a lasting marking on every organization
he’s been a part of, especially at VWIL, said Gen. J.H.
Binford Peay III, superintendent of Virginia Military
Institute. “If you are really one looking for a hero, you
need to look no further than Mike Bissell,” Peay said.

Originally published by Newsleader.com on October
18, 2013.

VWIL Change of Command Ceremony (cont.)

VWIL Embraces Vision During Transition
By Amanda Bennett Lancaster October 28, 2013

In May 2014, the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) will celebrate its 15th graduating class, a milestone that
comes on the heels of a transitional period for the distinctive all-female corps of cadets. “President Fox called this a ‘defining year’
when she spoke to the corps as they assembled at the beginning of the year. And indeed it is, as we build on the solid foundation
laid by the late Dr. Brenda Bryant as founding director and Brigadier General Mike Bissell as founding commandant,” said Col.
Melissa Patrick ’78, who returned to her alma mater in 2012 to serve as deputy commandant. “This time represents a launch point
for VWIL’s second chapter and increasing Mary Baldwin College’s recognition as the finest collegiate-level leadership development
program for young women.” Bryant maintained close ties with the corps — teaching leadership courses and often participating in
physical training with cadets — as she moved into other administrative positions at the college before her passing in August 2012.
The most dramatic shift in VWIL leadership was the retirement announcement of Bissell in summer 2013. The decorated Vietnam
veteran assisted early on with development of the military aspects of the program first as a volunteer and later as a full-time staff
member, and he continued to serve as commandant while the college conducted a nationwide search for his successor.

In October, the VWIL family welcomed its new leader, U.S. Air Force Brigadier General Teresa Djuric, who most recently
served as deputy director in the Space Intelligence Office at the Pentagon. Over the course of her career, Djuric established the
first Air Force civilian leadership course, managed the Air University officer training campus, and operated space systems at three
space wings. She also deployed to Southwest Asia as the first director for space forces to support the war on terrorism and served
on staffs at the Air Force Personnel Center, U.S. Pacific Command, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, and the Office of the Secretary
of Defense. “I’m eager to guide the corps into the next chapter of its legacy, and I’m already inspired by the cadets’ dedication to
their education and willingness to participate in this challenging military environment and leadership program,” Djuric said.

Former U.S. Army Capt. Amelia “Amy” Underwood joined the VWIL staff in July as director of leadership development and
academic affairs, following the departure of Karen Parker, who worked closely with VWIL students for more than a decade. One
of the early female graduates of West Point, Underwood worked in academia and as a sales engineer for Mobil Oil Corporation
after her tenure in the Army. “I don’t think I could have written a better job description for myself,” said Underwood, who will
introduce a course during spring semester on the American military experience. “I have long been interested in the education of
women for leadership roles.”

By Greg Robertson, SMA ‘70
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In Need of an SMA Blanket.

William Teufel, SMA ’66 sent Master Sergeant
Arlene Nicely a request for one of the SMA blankets (the
blue one with the gold hat shield in the middle).  Since the
museum does not have one, and since  there is no place to
make them (like so much of the SMA “memories”), William
is asking the alumni if anyone has a blanket who would like
to sell it to him.  Cadet Teufel said his was stolen, and he is
trying to replace it.  William can be reached by email
(billteufel@yahoo.com), and his phone number is (310) 614-
1091.

Editor’s note.  Good luck, Bill.  Old SMA

blankets are as rare as hen’s teeth.

briefly

Don’t Forget the SMA Raffle.

This is the second year of our reunion raffle.  Last
year’s winner, Walter Kircher of the class of ’70 is shown
below, holding a facsimile of his check.  This year’s winner
will hold an even better check, as sales are already ahead
of last year’s pace.  Details about purchasing a ticket are
included in this issue.

At the reunion last March, Al Rossy awarded
the top prize to Walter Kircher, SMA ’70.

My Indebtedness to SMA and Friends
by Walter G. Johnson, SMA ‘66

It was 50 years ago this month that I first stepped on the campus of Staunton Military Academy. I still remember the combination of
fear and excitement that day brought. My own father was an alum (class of ’38), but nothing he could have said would have prepared
me for that day. If he had tried, I probably would have discarded his good advice as I did numerous times later. For those of us who lived
that day, regardless of the year it occurred, our lives were changed forever. Some remember positive changes, some remember negative
changes and those of us more enlightened chaps see that day as a combination of both. I remember a thinly veiled curiosity and pride as
I craned to catch a glimpse of my new uniform in the reflections of the numerous store windows in downtown Staunton, many of which
are still there. I remember how anxious I was about having my parents leave, and how quickly I became homesick, missed them both,
and realized this ‘independence’ thing was an illusion.

In 1963 my father was 43 years old. My stepson is 43! My grandmother was 67, a year older than I am now. My oldest grandchild
is closer to my age then than my daughter! For better or worse, we have become those that we admired or loathed. Remember how you
felt about those people and realize that, to paraphrase Pogo (REALLY dating myself) ‘we are now them’.

SMA alumni understand that the institution was two fathers, and we all have the ability to determine which influences us the most.
SMA also taught us a little about immortality. The postmortem has been written, and some of the buildings have been torn down, but to
those of us that have returned, South Barracks is still there, if only in our memories. We still see those young, unlined faces with flat
stomachs and heads full of hair, albeit close-cropped. I remember my first recent-day reunion, and how, as I met old classmates, I saw
their last Yearbook picture and not what life had reconfigured.

My SMA friends are the least seen group of my life yet remain the best. After Katrina I got telephone calls from people I
had not seen in over 39 years offering me a place to stay and even offers of coming to pick me up. SMA alumni occupy more names on
my email list than any other group. Nothing I have experienced in life has ever shown as much friendship after so many years.
I shall be forever grateful and indebted to my SMA friends. They have all touched my life.

Truth, Duty, Honor
Walter G. Johnson, ’66

Editor’s Note: The above article was originally posted by Walter on the SMA Facebook page on 10 September 2013.  Several
alumni liked it, and Mark Orr asked Walter for permission to include it in the Kablegram-Leader.  As cadets, we may not have
appreciated or understood Walter’s words, but perhaps today we can all resonate with what Walter says.

Several programmatic changes greeted returning cadets
and approximately 32 nULLs at the start of the 2013–14
academic year. In a focused effort to serve cadets who want
to pursue civilian professions as well as those who plan to
commission into the military, VWIL students in the citizen
leader track will participate in new leadership symposia and
development classes. In addition, staff members are working
to cultivate networks of VWIL alumnae who will interact with
current students, and they are revising the physical training
program with the help of the athletics department. “We will
focus on enhanced marketing and recruitment, building up our
citizen leader track, and making our leadership development
process even more intentional with ongoing mentoring and
coaching,” Patrick said.

When Brigadier General N. Michael Bissell announced
his retirement earlier this year, it signaled the end of an era
for Mary Baldwin’s nearly 20-year-old women’s leadership
program. “I have had many exciting and interesting commands
in my career — from the corps level down to the company
level — but I do not think I have enjoyed any of them as
much as I have enjoyed working with the VWIL corps,” said
Bissell, who has served as the Virginia Women’s Institute for
Leadership’s commandant of cadets since 1999, prior to which
he contributed to the program’s development as a consultant
for several years.

Since VWIL’s founding, Bissell, 74, has seen the
organization grow from an audacious idea into a premiere
leadership program for women, fostering military and civilian
lives of global citizenship and purpose. Upon the naming of
his successor, Bissell became founding commandant emeritus.
Bissell perpetually touted VWIL’s method of preparing
students for private sector and military roles, including the
unique way MBC gives young cadets the confidence to be
female leaders, rather than conforming to male leadership
styles. He expressed respect for both the hard work of cadets
and the accomplishments of alumnae at the program’s 10th

anniversary celebration in 2004. “From the beginning, VWIL
has provided an unparalleled opportunity for young women
to develop the skills, discipline, and character needed to
succeed in their chosen careers,” he said.

Bissell graduated from the Virginia Military Institute
(VMI) and was commissioned into the U.S. Army as an
infantryman and later served as an aviator. He retired fromthe
U.S. Army to become the program manager for the new
Army stealth helicopter, the Comanche, for the Boeing and
Sikorsky Aircraft Team. After the team won the $30 billion
contract, he returned to VMI in 1990 to become its first full-
time commandant of cadets. Bissell later became the deputy
superintendent, responsible for the assimilation of women into
the VMI Corps of Cadets. Bissell’s considerable military
experience includes two combat tours in Vietnam as a
helicopter pilot. While in Vietnam, he was nominated for the
Congressional Medal of Honor and received the Distinguished
Service Cross. Included among his other awards are the
Distinguished Service Medal, the Defense Superior Service
Medal, the Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Bronze
Star with V Device, the Air Medal with V Device and 26
Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Purple Heart. In 2002, he was
awarded the Gold Order of Saint Michael by the Army
Aviation Association of America and, most recently, he was
inducted into the Army Aviation Hall of Fame.

Army major presents issues, concerns at Veterans Day program
By PAUL COLLINS - Bulletin Staff Writer

Army Maj. Sherri L. Sharpe discussed “Military After War” — including various challenges facing veterans and their families,
and the downsizing of the military — at American Legion Homer Dillard Post 78’s Veterans Day banquet Saturday night.

Sharpe, originally from Martinsville, was the keynote speaker at the banquet at the Horsepasture District Volunteer Fire Department.
An estimated 300 people attended.  Sharpe talked about the challenges of veterans returning home after deployment and reintegrating
into their families. Are they injured? Have they changed? Have their families changed? Are their roles different? she asked.

She talked about the downsizing of the military now that the war in Iraq is over and the end of the war in Afghanistan is in
sight. For instance, she said, the Army plans to cut troops by 80,000 — from 570,000 to 490,000 — by 2017. Attrition will take care
of part of that, but also tougher retention guidelines will result in some soldiers being asked to leave who, in the past, might have
been asked to stay on, she said.

Brig. General Mike Bissell says goodbye at
his farewell parade on October 27, 2013.
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From the Editor: I need some stories
about Dennis Case.

This reunion, yours truly will have a “major
opportunity” to speak about Dennis Case.  Since there are
so many of you who remember Dennis, I have decided to
ask for your help.  Please send me a short paragraph or two,
taken from some of your memories about him. Any topic will
do… for example, his English class, working on the
Kablegram, or tales from the Head Master’s office.  I will
use your stories to put together a brief talk for the reunion.
Your help will make the talk much more meaningful.
Email: holmesbw@comcast.net

Thank you,
Burdette Holmes, SMA ‘62
1773 Stanford Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55105

(By the way, the quotation marks in the first sentence are for
Robert Wease, who, as you remember, offered both “major”

and “minor” opportunities in his Government class.)

To: The Members of the Class of 1972

Our class officers will be contacting you in the near
future to determine interest in the compilation
of “autobiographical narratives” of class members to
distribute to all 1972 graduates.  If you are interested in
participating, but are not included in the e-mail directory, or if
your e-mail address has changed, please contact class
secretary Bob Thomas at repthomas@bellsouth.net to provide
contact information. This is not related to the SMA directory
currently being compiled by Harris Connect. 

Robert E. Thomas, SMA ‘72

Deadline for the February Kablegram-Leader (1st

Quarter, 2014)

Currently, we plan to publish the first quarter issue
of the Kablegram-Leader in February. This will be an online
issue; so we will not print and mail you a copy UNLESS you
request it from the SMA Alumni Association! The deadline
for articles is January 15, 2014.

Please submit your articles and pictures as soon as
you can.  This issue will be viewable online about a month

before the 2014 Reunion (March 28, 29).

Recommended Reading for “Old Boys”

As most of you know, Barry Longyear, SMA ’60, is
one of America’s premier science fiction and mystery writers.
His latest Joe Torio mystery, Rope, Paper, Scissors, is a trilogy
that takes place in and around Soldier Heights Military Academy.
That’s right, SHMA.  Sounds familiar, doesn’t it?  In fact, Barry
has built this novel around his experiences here at Staunton
Military Academy and how good old SMA might have looked,
had it survived into the 21st century.  His descriptions of South
Barracks, the Mess Hall, and beat squad are unbelievable.
Reading the trilogy is almost like being there!

Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59, went so far as to say
the books should be required reading for all of us “Old Boys”.
(See his letter to the Editor.)  He has a point.  Rope, Paper,
Scissors is interesting, the story is modern, and I recommend

the books to anyone that enjoys reading.

Sweet Deal! Sponsors Needed for VWIL Cadets at
the Saturday night Banquet.

The SMA Alumni Association would like to seat a
VWIL cadet at each table during the Reunion Banquet on
Saturday evening (March 29th).  You can make this possible
by sponsoring a cadet for $50.00.  A cadet at each table will
provide you the opportunity to talk one-on-one with the
women who have accomplished such great things through
the VWIL program. The future of VWIL is especially exciting,
because many changes are being made with the full backing
of Mary Baldwin College. If you can help by sponsoring a
cadet, please send your check made out to SMAAA in the
amount of $50.00. Use the reunion registration form available
in this issue or online.  Mail it to SMAAA, P.O. BOX 958,
STAUNTON, VA 24401.  Of course, you may sponsor as
many cadets as you like.

This year, there is an added bonus.  A local SMA
alumnus, Harry Bruckno (also former president of the SMA
Alumni Association), is a beekeeper in Augusta County.  He
has graciously offered to donate a bottle of Shenandoah
Valley honey to anyone who sponsors a VWIL cadet to our
banquet.  Thank you, Harry!  Keep those bees busy.

How will veterans re-entering the civilian work force adapt in an
economy in which the national unemployment rate was 7.3 percent (in
October)? Sharpe asked.  In addition to a shortage of jobs in the United States,
she mentioned the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’ backlog of hundreds
of thousands of claims. The federal budget crises and sequestration add to the
problems, she said.  “It’s sometimes hard (for veterans) to feel loyal ... ,” she
said. “Veterans organizations have never been so critical,” Sharpe said, adding
that veterans such as members of the American Legion know the challenges
of having served and adjusting when they returned home.  She challenged the
American Legion to reach out to help veterans. “Now more than ever they
need your help to find their way back home,” she said.  Sharpe began her
remarks by thanking the American Legion veterans for having fought for
America’s freedoms, and she told the history of Armistice Day, Memorial Day
and Veterans Day.

Sharpe is the daughter of Doug Sharpe and Patricia Handy, both of
Martinsville. She graduated from Martinsville High School in 1995.  She entered

the Army as a Distinguished Military Graduate in May 1999 through the Reserve Officer Training Program at the Virginia Military
Institute, where she was a part of the pioneer class of the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership at Mary Baldwin
College, according to the banquet program. She completed the CH-47D Chinook Aircraft Qualification Course in 2000.  She
served in Operation Enduring Freedom I from December 2001 until August 2002 in Pakistan and in various posts in Afghanistan;
Operation Iraqi Freedom I from February 2003 until July 2003; Operation Iraqi Freedom 5 from November 2005 through November
2006; and Operation New Dawn in Kuwait from February 2011 until February 2012, according to the banquet program.

Her awards and decorations include: the Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Medal, Army Commendation
Medal, Army Achievement Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, Global
War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service
Ribbon, the Meritorius Unit Citation, the Senior Aviators Badge and the Airborne Badge, according to the banquet program.  She
is stationed at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina.

Originally printed in the Martinsville Bulletin, November 10, 2013

Maj. Sherri L. Sharpe speaks at the American Legion
Post 78 Veterans Day program Saturday.

(Bulletin photo by Mike Wray)

Army major presents issues, concerns at Veterans Day program (cont.)

VWIL CHANGE OF COMMAND AND FAREWELL PARADES

Harry Bruckno, SMA ’62 and Gen. Mike Bissell. Maj. Sherri Sharpe, Mrs. Bissell, and
Maj. Trimble Bailey, VWIL ’99.
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Colonel Noffsinger served in Vietnam with the 361st Tactical Electronics Warfare Squadron, Nha Trang, from 1967-1968. He
then served at Wright-Patterson Air Force base in the Air Force Systems Command Group until his retirement from the Air Force
in 1974.

Colonel Noffsinger joined SMA as Superintendent in 1974, leaving in May of 1975. He continued in the Education field until
his full retirement in June 1991.

Layne Leoffler graduated from SMA in June 1940 after four years at the Academy. He
worked in the Golf course industry for many years amassing a fortune that he was willing to risk
to save the Academy.

In November of 1972, Mr. Leoffler put forth an offer to purchase the ailing Academy from
the Kable family and continue to run it as a Military Academy. The offer was accepted and Mr.
Leoffler’s non-profit corporation assumed ownership of the Academy in January 1973.

Enrollments continued to fall and the Academy went into Bankruptcy in July of 1975. Mr.
Leoffler was forced to close the Academy in July 1976 and liquidate the Academy’s assets. Mr.
Leoffler lost over $725,000 in his effort to save the Academy.

Mr. Leoffler moved to Ormond Beach, FL after closing the Academy and returned to the
Golfing Industry until his death in 1989.

Don graduated from the Staunton Military Academy and later attended the University
of Virginia. He was an accomplished CPA for over 50 years and worked for firms in
Hampton and later was CFO of Progress Printing Company in Lynchburg, Virginia and
President of In Mind, Inc. in Forest, Virginia. Don was proud of the education he received
at Staunton Military Academy, excelling in all aspects of cadet life during his six years
there. It was at the Academy that his Renaissance nature became apparent.

In academics, Don maintained a 90%+ average every year, putting him on the
Superintendent’s list for his entire stay at the Academy. Additionally, he won several academic
medals for highest grades in a subject each year including the English medal, the Plane
Geometry medal, and the Latin medal. In sports, Don participated in intramural sports playing
everything from J.V. football to Cross County Track to Baseball to the Rifle Team. In the
Corps of Cadets, Don rose in rank each year to the highest rank allowed by class. When he
graduated, he was a Cadet Major in charge of the 2nd Battalion and was the North Barracks
Commander. Additionally, Don was a member of the Howie Rifles Drill Team for three
years.

As SMA went into Bankruptcy in the mid 1970’s, Don came back to the school to try to
help find a way to save it. He worked with both an Educational Institute and the SMA
Alumni Association to try to come up with a workable plan that the creditors and the school

management could agree on. In this effort he offered up $1,000,000 of his own money. But alas, the effort was unsuccessful and
the school closed in 1976.

Don then purchased the school name and much of the SMA memorabilia. He opened SMA again in Hampton, Virginia, for the
1977-1978 school term in a commercial building that he owned. This effort cost him $250,000 of his own money. At the end of that
term, he realized the effort was unsustainable and closed the Academy for good. In the early 1980’s Don worked with Horace
Parsley (SMA ’24) and Ike Kivilighan (SMA ‘29) to move the ownership of the SMA name and the SMA memorabilia to the
SMA Alumni Association.

Don, during an interview for the SMA history project, best summed up his feelings for the school by saying – “When I think
of SMA, and that is often, it feels more like “home” than anyplace I ever lived”.

His remarks are in many a cadet’s heart to this day.

Layne Leoffler
1975 - 1976

James Donald Allen
Last Superintendent of SMA

Col Gary Bissell with his father, Gen.Mike Bissell. Hard work for the Color Guard on a windy day in October.

Gen. Bissell passes the flag to MBC President Pamela Fox. MBC President Pamela Fox passes the flag to
Brig. Gen. Teresa Djuric.

General Peay, VMI Commandant, speaks
at Change of Command ceremony.

Gen. Bissell with VMI classmates.

Gen. Bissell and SMA friends.
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Colonel Jones entered

the Army during World War
I. He was a graduate of the
Command and General
Staff School. Just Prior to
World War II, he had
charge of all War
Department contract and
legal activities connected
with the vast plant and camp
construction program,
During the North African
and Sicilian campaigns, he
served as 7th Army Judge-
Advocate; later in the

European Theater of Operations, he was Deputy Chief of
Supply and Economics Section, Supreme Headquarters,
American Expeditionary Force, charged with supervision of
relief measures in liberated countries. He served as Chief of
Legislative Branch, War Department after his return from
Germany until his retirement from the Army after thirty years
service in July, 1947.

Colonel Jones then joined SMA as the Business Manager
and Treasurer. He was also a member of the Board of
Directors of the Academy until July1, 1951. He was appointed
Superintendent of the Academy on January 1, 1951. Colonel
Jones resigned from the position of Superintendent on
December 31, 1952 to take a position as business manager
at another school.

The biography below for Colonel Dey was taken
from the December 12, 1952 issue of the Kablegram.

Colonel Harrison S.
Dey graduated from
Dartmouth College in 1927.
He joined the faculty of
SMA in September of that
year as an instructor in
History. He also became an
assistant coach of the school
baseball team.

During the succeeding
years, he held positions of
coach of the basketball
team, Director of Athletics,
Alumni Secretary, School
Field Representative. In 1950 he was named registrar and
public relations director.

In December of 1952, the SMA Board of Directors
accepted the resignation of Colonel Homer Jones and named
Colonel Dey as Acting Superintendent effective January 1,
1953.

SMA History, Chapter 12. The Superintendents

Colonel Dey was named permanent Superintendent
the following year. Colonel Dey continued as the
Superintendent of SMA until the sale of the school in January
of 1973. With the exception of SMA’s founder, Captain W.
H. Kable, Colonel Dey’s tenure as Superintendent was the
longest in SMA’s history.

Colonel Dey remained active with the SMA Alumni
Association until his death during the 1986 SMAAA reunion.

Colonel William C. Moon joined SMA in September of
1950 after receiving a B.S.
from the University of
Virginia. His initial
assignment at the school
was as an instructor in
French and Spanish. In later
years, he also received a
Master of Education from
UVA.

Colonel Moon was
named the head of the
Language Department in
1958. He stayed in that
position until he was named
school Guidance Counselor
in 1967. He further took on
the roles of Asst. Superintendent in 1968 and Alumni
Secretary in 1969.

Colonel Moon was named Superintendent on January 1,
1973 upon Colonel Dey’s resignation. Colonel Moon resigned
the position of Superintendent in 1974.

Colonel Moon went on to become the Superintendent of
Massanutten Military Academy for seventeen years from
1974 until his retirement in 1991. He passed away on October
29, 2000.

James Noffsinger
was born in Wellman, IA
on February 21, 1931.
He attended Iowa State
College and graduated
with a B.S. in Industrial
Engineering and was
commissioned as a 2nd

Lieutenant in the US Air
Force through the
ROTC program. He
served in B-52’s until
1963 when he went to
the Air Force Institute of
Technology and the

Cranfield Institute of Technology, England, to obtain his M.S.
in Aerospace Engineering.

Colonel Homer W. Jones
1951 - 1952

Colonel Harrison S. Dey
1953 - 1973

Colonel William C. Moon
1973 - 1974

Colonel James L. Noffsinger
1974 - 1975

Bissell boys: Gary, Drew, and Colin. Only man in VWIL band, Col. Brodie, Band instructor.

Captain Amanda Bennett Lancaster  with daughter, Lily. The General’s next assignment, grandchildren.

General Bissell with VWIL corps

General Bissell with VWIL graduates.
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to West Point as Professor of Ordnance and Gunnery. During this stay General McFarland wrote the book “Ordnance and
Gunnery”, a textbook that was used for many years.

Besides West Point, the General also attended the Ordnance School of Technology in 1911; the Ordnance School of Application in
1912; the Command and General Staff School in 1931; the Army Industrial College in 1933; Worchester Polytechnic Institute in 1933;
and the Army War College in 1934. General McFarland held degrees in both B.S. and M.E.

General McFarland resigned the position of Superintendent on August 1, 1949.

The biography below for General Persons was taken from the October7, 1949 issue of the Kablegram.

SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

Major General
Wilton B. Persons
assumed his duties as
Superintendent of the
Staunton Military
Academy on August 1,
1949, the effective date
of General McFarland’s
resignation.

General Persons
was born in
Montgomery, Alabama,
on January 9, 1896. He
attended the Starke
University Military
School and was
graduated from the
Sidney Lanier High

School, Montgomery. In 1916 he was graduated from
Alabama Polytechnic Institute with a degree of Bachelor
of Science in electric engineering. He also holds a degree
of Master of Business Administration (Magna Cum Laude)
from the Harvard Graduate School of Business
Administration. He was a graduate of the National War
College, Army Command and Staff School, Signal Corps
School, Air Tactical School, and held the Air Rating of
Combat Observer.

From May until August, 1917, he was assigned as an
officer candidate to the Seventh Provisional Training
Regiment at Fort McPherson, Georgia; he was next
assigned to the Coast Defenses of Baltimore, Maryland,
at Fort Howard, Maryland. In May, 1918, he went to
France with the Fifty-eighth Coast Artillery and served as
a battery commander on the Western Front. He returned
to the United States in June, 1919, after a period of service
in the Army of Occupation.

He then joined the Thirty-first Artillery Brigade at Fort
Winfield Scott, California, and in December, 1919, was
transferred to the Eighth Field Signal Battalion at Camp
Dodge, Iowa. In 1920 he went to Camp Lewis, Washington
where he was assigned to the Fourth Signal Company. In
July 1921, he was assigned as acting officer in charge of
the Alaskan Military Submarine Cable System, and served
on that assignment until June, 1924.

In June, 1924, he went to Springfield, Ohio, to supervise
development and manufacture of new apparatus for the
Alaskan Cable, and in September, 1924, he went to the
University of Minnesota serving as Professor of Military
Science and Tactics for five years. Later he was assigned
to the office of the Chief Signal Officer in Washington,
D.C., in charge of purchasing and contracting, and in August,
1933, was transferred to the Office of Assistant Secretary
of War, where he supervised procurement for the Army,
and served as liaison officer with the Military Affairs
Committee until August, 1937. After attending the
aforementioned schools, he was named the Chief of the
Legislative and Liaison Division, Office of the Chief of
Staff, which position he held until July, 1948. In this capacity
he served as a member of the War Department General
Staff as personal representative for General George C.
Marshall in conducting War Department relations with the
Congress, including processing of all legislation necessary
to the conduct of the war. Later he held the same position
under Generals Eisenhower and Bradley. During this period
he made several aerial inspection trips to Europe and the
Middle East for the Chief of Staff of the Army including
the amphibious landing in Southern France in 1944 and the
joint congressional inspection of German atrocity camps in
April, 1945, under the leadership of Vice President Barkley.
He was named Director, Office of Legislature Liaison,
Secretary of Defense, in July, 1948 where as personal
representative of Mr. Forrestal, he had responsibility for
direction, control, and presentation to the Congress of an
integrated legislative program for the National Military
Establishment.

The decorations and Awards General Persons held
were: Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit; Grand
Officer of the Cross of the Sun (Brazil); The Order of
Abdon Calderon from the government of Ecuador; Medal
of War (Brazilian); World War I, Victory Medal; Army of
Occupation, World War I; American Defense Medal,
European, World War II; North American Theater, World
War II, Victory Medal.

General Persons resigned as SMA Superintendent on
January 28, 1951, the effective date of his return to active
duty on the staff of General Eisenhower.

General Wilton B. Persons
1949 - 1951
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................... $5.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00
_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $10.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(3)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold .................. $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________Total:

CADET STOREreflections from the hill

Pass in Review

Reflections from the Hill
 
Hello again fellow Alumni:

Here we are, coming into another holiday season and quickly
running out of 2013. I hope this issue of the Kablegram-Leader gets
everyone moving to make reservations at the Stonewall Jackson and
getting your reunion plans set for all of the activities. The hotel is
beginning to fill up; so make your room reservations soon.  Otherwise,
you might have to stay down the street and walk up the hill!

This coming year should be a great one for our Alumni
Association. We have put together a renewed legacy fund campaign
and are very excited to present it to you during the weekend of our
reunion.  This year we are honored to have Brig. General Mike Bissell,
the founding commandant emeritus of Mary Baldwin’s VWIL program,
as our guest speaker.  BG Bissell is an honorary “Old Boy” and a true
friend to SMA.  Come and show your appreciation of a true American
hero.  

For the classes of ‘74, ‘69, ‘64, ‘59, ‘54, ‘49, and ’44, you
will be celebrating a big year reunion.  Please get your class mates
motivated to make their reservations, and come back to the hill with
all of us and make it a great weekend. Especially all of you from the
class of ’74; don’t make us come get you!

I hope all of you have a wonderful holiday season, and may
the new year bring you good health and success. I am looking forward
to see all of you on the last weekend in March.

TDH

Bill Bissett
SMAAA  President

 

North Barracks at night
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SMA History, Chapter 12. The Superintendents
(Part 2 of 2)

Samuel S. Pitcher was born in Charleston, SC on July 4, 1891. He attended the Bennett
School for his early education and graduated from the Charleston High School with honors.
Stewart determined from an early age to enter the Citadel and enrolled there in 1908.  He
graduated from there as both a Cadet Captain and as Class Valedictorian in June 1912.

He joined SMA in September 1912 as Instructor of Mechanical Drawing rising to become
Head of the Department in 1914. He was absent from the Academy for several months in
1916 while he served as Regimental Adjutant of the First Virginia National Guard during that
unit’s deployment to the Mexican border.

After returning from that deployment in the fall of 1916, Pitcher left the National Guard
and resumed his teaching position at SMA. He was made Post Adjutant of the Academy in
1920. He also fulfilled the position of Assistant Headmaster from the start of the 1932 session
through the end of the 1933–1934 school year.

In May of 1943 Colonel Warner McCabe, the Superintendent of SMA, was ordered by
the War Department to active duty. Colonel Pitcher was named Acting Superintendent by
the Board of Directors while a search was made for a permanent Superintendent. Colonel
Pitcher requested that he not be considered for the permanent position so that he would be

able to remain as an instructor. General Earl McFarland was appointed Superintendent in September of 1943 and Colonel
Pitcher resumed his position as the Head of the Mathematics Department.

Colonel Pitcher remained teaching at the Academy until June of 1969. His 57 years of service at the Academy was the
longest tenure of any person.

The biography below for General McFarland was taken from the October
15, 1943 issue of the Kablegram.

Brigadier General Earl McFarland was named
Superintendent of the Staunton Military Academy
by the Board of Directors in September of 1943
and assumed the post on September 16, 1943.
General McFarland was the first General Officer
to hold the post of Superintendent of the Academy.

General McFarland graduated from the United
States Military Academy at West Point in 1906 and
received his commission as a second lieutenant in
the Field Artillery on June 16, 1906. He saw service
in the Philippines from 1908 to 1910. He was then
promoted to Captain and assigned to the Ordnance
Department. He returned to West Point as Assistant
Professor of Ordnance and Gunnery. From 1920 to
1924 the General was on duty as the Commanding
Officer of the Springfield Armory in Massachusetts. In 1924 he once again returned
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Colonel Samuel S. Pitcher
May 1943 - September 1943

General Earl McFarland
September 1943 - 1949
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