
When it comes to running the SMA Alumni Office and caring
for the SMA-VWIL museum, the Old Boys are very fortunate indeed
to have one of their own as the museum curator – and his wife as the
office manager. As outgoing alumni president Bill Bissett ’74 wrote,
“They are the heart and soul of our museum and our day-to-day
lives in Staunton.”

Brocky (SMA Class of ’65) and Arlene Nicely have been
involved with the museum and alumni office since 2001 and 2002,
respectively, but their ties to SMA go back to their high school days.
Originally from Lexington where they lived on the same street, they
were high school sweethearts who endured a two-year “distance
relationship” while Brocky attended SMA. He proposed to her on
Flagpole Hill in 1968, then got drafted and served two years in the
Army as a military policeman in Germany, came home, and they
were “married in a fever,” as Arlene said. The rest, as they say, is
history. Long-time residents of Staunton and retired from positions
at Robert E. Lee High
School, they were in the
right place at the right time
when the SMA Alumni
Association was in need.

What follows is a Q&A
with Brocky conducted at the SMA museum on July 28th.

1) So what about your experience as a cadet at SMA?
“I spent two years at SMA (living in South Barracks). I didn’t have a religious
experience.”

2) What’s a typical day for you at the museum?
“Well, we come in and put out the guidons (flags). Everything is catalogued
and numbered – there’s still a backlog. The collections and displays (inside
the museum) come first. And Thursday is clean up day. We also take care of
the VWIL items – briefs, folders, uniforms.” (The displays are important to
Brocky; he wants people to be able to look at something new each time they
visit.)
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The dynamic duo, Arlene and Brocky Nicely
in the SMA-VWIL museum.
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:
_____ Blue: L-XL (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ... $10.00
_____ Gray: L-3X (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield ...................... $75.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $35.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $40.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold .................. $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
   Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope .. $3.00
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................... $13.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................... $15.00
    $71.00 and above .................................................................. $17.00

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.
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Pass in Review

reflections from the hill

At last April’s reunion, Bill
Bissett and Tom Phillips stated that
when the new fiscal year began on
September 1, 2015, they did not
wish to remain as officers of the
organization.  They wished to
remain on the Board, but felt that
their time had come to pass the
torch.  Both Bill and Tom have been
stalwarts and should be recognized
for the wonderful job that they have
done these past few years.  I am
not sure how it happened, but I will

be your President for the next year.  When I graduated in 1962,
no one would have voted me the most likely to be President of
the Association.  But I accept the challenge.

The youngest alum of SMA is about 57 years of age.  Most
of us are older, some much older.  Therefore, our most important
challenges are how we preserve what we had, and how do we
make a difference to the future.

The Board has been exploring many avenues toward
preserving our heritage.  I can say that what we once had will
be preserved.

The more difficult question is how we make a difference in
the future.  We have developed a relationship with VWIL.  This
occurred when their cadets contacted us to learn more about
SMA.  They felt that their program was an extension of ours.
As I have met many of these ladies, I have been impressed with
the quality of the Corps.  They have clearly not accepted the
easiest path to a degree.  These young women join the VWIL
program to learn leadership skills in addition to their majors.  A
large percentage accepts their commissions into the armed forces
upon graduation.  For those that have not met any of these cadets,
you will be impressed when you do.  There have been years
when the program struggled to get and keep new recruits, but I
counted 51 freshmen in this year’s VWIL class.

Under the leadership of Pamela Fox, Mary Baldwin
University (its new designation) has taken bold steps to grow
and improve the quality of the University.  I recently learned
from VWIL Commandant General Terry Djuric that she has been
charged by President Fox to strengthen the VWIL band.  SMA
always had very strong bands that obtained recognition wherever
they performed.  A strong marching band will get a lot of attention
as time passes.  Many of you old band guys will want to consider
a donation to our scholarship fund and designate the funds as
support for the VWIL band.

Again, I am honored to serve as your President this year.
Please feel free to contact me with your suggestions as to how
we make the Association even stronger.

TDH
Tom Davis, ‘62

Tom Davis
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

Continued on page 4

3) What interaction do you have with other military museums in the area?
“I talk with VMI (Virginia Military Institute), FMS (Fishburne Military School), AMA (Augusta Military Academy) and
the 116th Infantry Regiment (The unit’s heritage goes back to “Stonewall’s Brigade” – the museum is in Verona). I also
have talked with Notre Dame.”

4) How many items are catalogued in our museum?
“Thousands.”

5) What do you think is the most unique item in the museum?
“The flagpole ball (that was on top of the flagpole on Flagpole Hill – has lots of bullet holes). And a 1957 class ring that
a flight attendant sent us – her father found the ring in Amsterdam … and a 1911 scrapbook.”

6) What do we have the most of in the museum?
“Uniforms.” (Arlene answered this one. For all fabric
items donated to the museum, they go into “insect
isolation,” which means ten days to two weeks in a trash
can with mothballs; then they’re taken out on a Friday
and aired out over the weekend.)

7) What’s the biggest challenge being curator?
“Keeping track of everything.”

8) What’s the most rewarding thing?
“Watching the guys come through the door (into the
museum). Men in their 70s become 16 again, their eyes
want to take it all in. Visits that were supposed to last 15
minutes turn into two hours. Arlene and I are lucky. We
get to see it every day … it’s just a neat experience.”

And we – the Old Boys – are lucky to have them.

Life as a Cadet - After Graduation

After four years of rules and regulations, I can safely
bet that I was not the only cadet who wanted to cut loose
after graduation. I had tried to be a model cadet for those
four years with the few demerits I received coming more
from laziness (improper bed making, shoes not spit-shined,
buttons not polished correctly, etc.) than from willfully
breaking the rules. I had never had any alcoholic beverages
while a cadet outside of an occasional small glass of Crème
de Menthe from my mother when she would visit and the
communal wine on High Sundays at Church. I had never
gone AWOL and always studied at my desk on the
required nights. I was a party ready to bust loose. My
wild side smoldered just beneath the surface during the
precision and polish of that final Graduation Parade.

When the final release from those years of strict
schedules and regulations came that Sunday in June, I felt
the need to explore this new found freedom. Several of
my fellow graduates and I hatched a plan to test our new
found freedom at Virginia Beach for a graduation bash.
We met at my parent’s house in Richmond and traveled
together to this transition from cadets to party animals.
Checking into a motel on the beach, we got a room on
the second floor. As a money-saving measure, we only
registered four of us whereas there were really five. We
spent the rest of the day on the beach amongst the other
recently graduated scholars (both male and female), off-
duty sailors from the nearby Naval Base, and assorted
other youth looking for good times.  As night fell, we began
to party in earnest.

SMA’s curator, Brocky Nicely ’65, talks about two
of his favorite swords in the museum collection.

By Gregory P Robertson
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taps cont.

Each member of the group contributed something to
the party. I had somehow secured a fifth of Rum as my
contribution. Along with a six pack of Cokes, my destiny
was sealed. Remember, I had never really had any alcohol
before, outside of what I already mentioned, and this was
to be my baptism of fire.

As the party in our room was going intensely, a knock
came upon the door. It was the night manager with tales of
complaints about the noise and told us to quiet down. When
he counted five people in the room, he said that since only
four people were registered, one of us would have to leave.

I, being the gracious person that I was, and still am (and
also perhaps the drunkest of the group), volunteered to
leave. Much to the surprise of the manager and my cohorts
in crime, I crawled out the window and dropped down into
the parking lot. The next several hours are bits and flashes
of memories of stumbling down the beach and the main
street. I do remember crawling into the back seat of
somebody’s car to sleep, though I know it was not mine or
any of my friends. Why I did not get arrested that night is a
mystery to me.

I awoke the next day before the owner of the car
discovered me and began to roam the early morning streets
in search of my friends and a hangover cure. My first
hangover was a dreadful one. No, dreadful is too nice of a
word. It was BAD! It was so bad that I never touched
another drop of Rum for over 35 years. The next time Rum
touched my lips was during the first cruise my wife and I
took in 2007. It was hidden deep inside one of those fruity
drinks with the little umbrellas that the servers around the
pool push at you. I didn’t even realize there was alcohol in
it until the servers came around again and my wife asked
him what was in the drink. But, the taboo has now been
lifted and I can now drink Rum mixed with OJ or other
citrus juices. The only thing I still can not bring near my
mouth is Rum & Coke. My survival instincts kick in anytime
even the thought of one of those enters my mind.

Back to the beach. I wandered into a restaurant and
asked to use their bathroom, but the manger told me no and
ordered me out. I told him that I would throw up in the
bushes in front of the restaurant then. Being a man of my
word, I proceeded to do just that. I continued down the
main drag of Virginia Beach with no real destination in mind.
Actually, I was so hung-over I had no idea where I was or
where the motel was.

I went into another restaurant and ordered a cup of
coffee. This quickly proved to be the wrong thing to do. In
retrospect, the scene must have looked comical. I left my

seat at the counter holding my finger to my lips as though
that would stop what was about to happen. My eyes raced
around the room looking for an escape that would have the
least amount of damage to the establishment. The waitress
dragged me quickly to the restroom and got my head over
the toilet before I lost it.

This waitress, though I never got her name, took pity
on me for some reason and helped me out. I am guessing
that she had seen many a drunken kid before, as she seemed
to know what to do. She gave me a cup of tea and some
toast. I was at least able to hold that down. She then wrote
a note to the desk clerk of the motel across the street asking
him to let me rest on a couch for a while. Whoever that
angel in a waitress uniform was, I hope she won the lottery
sometime later and retired rich and happy.

After a little rest, I continued my walk up the boardwalk
searching for my former classmates. Once again, the memory
of this part of the journey is fuzzy and full of holes. Somehow,
I did find them and remember falling asleep fully dressed on
a blanket on the beach. When I awoke, I decided that I
needed to get into the water and move around a little.

I had not brought a bathing suit with me but I had
brought a pair of my old SMA fatigue pants with plans to
cut off the legs. One of my classmates offered to help me so
I changed into the fatigue pants and stood on the sidewalk.
He knelt next to me and used a bayonet he had secured
from somewhere to perform the operation.

 He was slashing away quite accurately and had yet to
draw blood. Perhaps his partying the night before had not
reached the level mine had. Only he knows, certainly not
me. Anyway, while we were engaged in this activity, an old
man walked by and muttered “despicable, despicable”.

My friend stopped his slashing motions on my pants,
raised the bayonet towards the old man, and said something
to the effect of, “Hey, you want to come back here and say
that?”

I looked down at him and said, “Leave him alone. We
are despicable.”

My friend looked up at me, shrugged his shoulders, and
returned to his slashing of my pants. After he finished, I made
it into the ocean and began to recover.

We left the beach late that afternoon and went back to
my parents’ house. My friends all spent the night and departed
toward their individual homes the next day. It would be 20
years before I would see them all again, but the memory of
them and that weekend stayed with me. So did the haunting
specter of Rum & Coke.

Agency in Laconia for several years. His last position was
with the NH Job Training Council as a Regional Manager,
retiring from the council in 1994.

He was one of the original founders of the New England
Institute on Alcohol Studies. He is a Fellow in the American
Public health Association. He is also a life member of the
Military Officers Association of America, a life member of
the Mont Vernon Historical Society, a member of Acicia
Fraternity and the American Legion Post 21 in Concord.

He leaves Evanell (Evie), his spouse of 60 years; his
daughter, Vicky Trow Warren, of Bow; his son, Dale Trow
and wife, Lori, of Glendale, Calif.; his son, Terence Trow,

MD and his wife, Cathy of
Newtown, Conn.; his daughter,
Darcy Trow Prouty and husband,
Peter of Concord. He also leaves
his six grandchildren, Jessica
marquis of Pembroke, Tiana Trow
of Spokane, Wash., Tessa Trow also
of Spokane, Wash.,
Grant Trow Prouty and
Sarah Faith Prouty of
Concord; his step-
grandson, Colby Olson
of Newtown, Conn.; and

great-grandson, Ryder Urguidi of Spokane, Wash.
He leaves a sister, Gail Lennan Morf and her
husband, Paul of Bedford; and a niece, Jennifer
Alexis of Bedford. Jesse was predeceased by
his father, his mother and a sister, Virginia who

died as a toddler in a drowning accident.

Richard Childs Weckler, SMA ‘52
Richard Childs Weckler, 81,

died at home of metastatic lung
cancer with his loving wife by his
side on Nov. 13, 2014.

Dick was born in March of
1933 in the town of Thomaston,
Conn., to the late Arthur and
Charlotte Weckler. He was
preceded in death by his two
cousins, whom he considered his
younger sisters: Susan S. Fair and
Dinnie S. Buhl.

Upon graduation from
Staunton Military Academy in Virginia in 1952, he joined
the Army during the Korean War and was stationed in Puerto
Rico with the infantry unit. Upon his discharge from the
service in 1962, he attended the University of Bridgeport, in
Connecticut, majoring in industrial design. He then returned

to Puerto Rico where he lived for another 10 years
before permanently moving to Cape Cod.
Dick’s passion in life was his love of history and art.
He was well known for his research of maritime
history and shipwrecks.
He is survived by his wife of 38 years, Allene (Yates)
Weckler, as well as by close family members: The
Walsh, Yates, Curtis, Calisi, Givens, Kallas, Fair,
Thibeault and Buhl families and his beloved cats.
Dick and Allie wish to thank his close friends, VNA
Hospice, Cape Cod Hospital Oncology & Radiation

Dept. and his Piccadilly “Family” for their steadfast support
and comfort over the past year.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in his memory may be
made to the New England Society for Abandoned Animals

(NESAA), P.O. Box 1041, Osterville, MA 02655.

Jesse E. Trow, Jr.

Cadet Weckler in 1952

Please
Pay your dues!
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Face-to-face Board Meeting rescheduled

and relocated to Staunton.
The date and location of the SMA Alumni

Association Board of Directors face-to-face fall meeting
has been changed from October 3rd in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida to September 26th at the SMA Museum in
Staunton, Virginia.

Deadline for the December - 2015 issue
of the Kablegram-Leader

We plan to publish the December-2015 issue of
the Kablegram-Leader before the Christmas holidays in
December.  The deadline for contributions is November
15th. Please send pictures with your articles.

VWIL CALENDAR IN THIS ISSUE
This year is the 20th anniversary of the VWIL

program at Mary Baldwin College.  If you would like to
attend any of their planned activities this year, take a look
at the VWIL 20th Anniversary Events 2015-2016 calendar
(in the VWIL section).

Three new officers and two new members
on the SMAAA Board of Directors.

On September 1st, three new officers took
possession of their new offices. Tom Davis, class of ’62,
is our new President, Robert “Bob” Parrino, class of ’75
is our new Vice President, and Ed Smith, class of ’76, is
our new Treasurer. Al Rossy, class of ’74, continues as
our Secretary. Two new members joined our board:
Eugene “Gene” Ehmann, class of ’74, and Dr. Floyd
Ostrom, class of ’62. Welcome to the board!

SMA Cadet Newspapers Now Online
by Greg Robertson, SMA ‘74

The SMA cadet newspapers from 1894 through 1975 are now online. The completion of
this portion of the SMA Legacy Project is thanks to the efforts of the SMAAA Board of Directors,
Brocky Nicely of the SMA-VWIL Museum, and Gregory Robertson of the SMA History Project.

Some of the early newspapers were scanned by the SMA History Project, but the majority,
including the Kablegrams from 1919 through 1975, were scanned under contract with Creekside
Digital of Glen Arm, MD. The portion of the newspapers scanned by Creekside Digital are word
searchable. All of the newspapers are downloadable.

To access these newspapers, go to the SMA History Project Website at
www.smahistory.com, and hover your cursor over the “Cadet Newspapers” tab in the left hand
menu. This will open up a submenu displaying links to the different sets of newspapers. To do
word searching on an individual issue, follow the instructions on the separate school session
pages.

The project is still working to fill in the missing issues from several years. A recent donation
to the SMA-VWIL Museum has filled in some of the gaps in the early years of the Academy, but
many of the issues from the last years of the Academy are still missing. If anyone has any of the
issues from the 1971 – 1972,  1974 – 1975 & 1975 – 1976 school years, please contact/email
either Brocky Nicely at the SMA-VWIL Museum (800-627-5806, email: brocky1@ntelos.net) or
Gregory Robertson at the SMA History Project (575-313-0232, email: gregory@smahistory.com).

Peter T. “Pete” Mullin, SMA ‘63
Peter Thomas Mullin, age 71,

passed away in Grand Junction,
Colorado, on May 23, 2015.

Pete was born on January 11,
1944, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
to John and Antoinette Mullin. He
grew up in Greensburg,
Pennsylvania, where he attended
and graduated from St. Xavier
private school in Latrobe,
Pennsylvania. For high school,
Pete attended Staunton Military
Academy in Staunton, Virginia. He

graduated in 1963 as a 2nd lieutenant. For college, Pete
ventured west and went to the College of Emporia in
Emporia, Kansas. He graduated in 1967 with a degree
in Business Administration.

Pete married Theresa “Tess” Pearson
Mullin in June of 1967, in Elizabeth City, North
Carolina. They had two children, Matthew John
Mullin (Jeanine) and Jennifer Marie Mullin
Garcia (Marc Garcia), both living in Grand
Junction. Pete has three grandchildren,
Katelynn Elizabeth McKitrick, Landen John
Mullin, and Matthias Mullin, all of Grand
Junction. Pete has two step-granddaughters
also of Grand Junction, Angelica Huff-Mullin
Thibodeau (Josh) and Ashlun Huff-Mullin and two step-
granddaughters, Meriah Garcia and Megan Garcia of
Montrose, Colorado.

Pete is survived by two sisters, Sarah Denis (Greg)
of Sagamore Hills, Ohio, and Mary Cox (William) of
Alton, Illinois. He has one living brother, Joseph Mullin
(Michelle) of Latrobe, Pennsylvania.

After Pete’s marriage in 1967, he and Tess moved to
Kansas City, Kansas and Pete worked for Jewel Tea
Company. In 1968,
they moved to Denver,
Colorado and Pete
went to work for
General Mills, Inc. as
a Sales Representative.
In December of 1970,
the company moved
Pete and his family to
Grand Junction. He
retired in 2002 after 34
years of service with
General Mills. After

retirement, Pete worked at Sam’s Club as a food demo
representative for ten years. He enjoyed his job because
he loved going out and meeting people and talking to
everyone about everything.

Pete loved the western slope of Colorado because of
the outdoor activities. His favorite things were hiking,
especially with his dogs, Truffles, Sophie, and Gabby,

fishing, and restoring classic cars.

Jesse E. Trow, Jr., SMA ‘49
Jesse E. Trow Jr., of Bow, passed

away Saturday, May 30, 2015, at the
age of 84, at CRVNA Hospice House.
He was born to Jesse E. Trow Sr. and
Phyllis A. Raymond Trow in Lowell,

Mass. on May 25, 1931. He
grew up in Amherst where
he attended Amherst schools
through his sophomore year.
His junior and senior
years were completed at
Staunton Military
Academy, Staunton, Va.
from which he graduated
in 1949.

Jess had a work history of military and civilian positions
throughout his career which complemented each other. He
enlisted in the Army during the Korean War and was trained
as a Combat Medic and Neuropsychiatric Technician.

Jesse and Evanell Sturgeon were married June 19, 1954,
and enjoyed the nomadic Army life, while raising a young
family before settling in Concord in 1962. On his return to
civilian life, he earned his BA degree at the University of
NH, 1960, and accepted a commission as Army 2nd Lt. He
was assigned to the 1st Battle Group 22nd Infantry, 4th
Division, Fort Lewis, Washington, as a medical platoon leader.
He saw missions to Germany and the Philippines. He retired
as a Lt. Colonel Medical Service Corp USAR. He earned
the Army Meritorious Medal.

Jess was employed by the State of New Hampshire as a
consultant in the field of Alcohol and Drug Abuse until he
received a Public Health Grant to attend the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, where he earned his MPH Degree
from the School of Public Health in 1965. In 1965 he was
appointed Executive Director of the Program on Alcohol and
Drug Abuse. After 10 years in that position, he was hired as
Executive Director of the Lakes Region Community Health

Cadet Mullin in 1963.

Cadet Trow in 1949.

Peter Thomas Mullin
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Continued on next page

Memorial Wall
November 1 is Deadline for Memorial Wall Nominations

By Tom Phillips, SMA ‘74

As fall approaches, SMA alumni are encouraged to consider a nomination to the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall. In addition to paying
tribute by remembering and honoring all those SMA alumni, faculty and staff who made the ultimate sacrifice in a major war,  The
Memorial Wall also serves to recognize and honor those SMA /VWIL alumni, faculty and staff or others associated with SMA/VWIL
that have been nominated and selected for a memorial plaque.

“It is an honor in itself for someone to be nominated to the Memorial Wall – and it is a high hurdle to be approved by the nominating
committee and then recommended to the SMAAA board of directors,” said Tom Phillips ’74, a board member and chair of the Museum
Committee and the Memorial  Wall Nominating Committee.

The board-approved policy and procedures are printed below. Copies of past nominations are available at the SMA alumni office.
To be considered for placement on the Memorial Wall at the 2015 reunion (17-19 April), nominations must be received in the SMA

alumni office by November 1st, 2015.

SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall
Plaque Nomination Policy and Procedures

1. Purpose. The purpose of this document is to outline the policy and procedures concerning the eligibility criteria, nomination and
approval process, and standards associated with the installation of individual memorial plaques on the Staunton Military
Academy-Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (SMA-VWIL) Memorial Wall, which honors deceased alumni/alumnae,
faculty, staff and friends of SMA-VWIL.

2. Membership. The SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall Nominating Committee ( “The Committee”) will be appointed by the SMA
Alumni Association president and will be managed by the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee (“ The Committee”) and may be
comprised of the following up to seven voting members:

Chairman (SMA Alumni Association (SMAAA) Board Member)
SMAAA Board Members (3)
Commandant, VWIL Program
VWIL Cadets (Up to 2, can be either alumnae or enrolled)

Association members may participate in the memorial plaque candidate nomination and information gathering aspects required to
support this process; however, only the seven committee members identified above may “vote” on the final top three selections.

3. Candidate Nominations. Each calendar year, The Committee is responsible for nominating not more than three (3) eligible
candidates to the SMAAA Board of Directors for purchase and installation of memorial plaques on the Memorial Wall.

Nominations must be made in accordance with a schedule that permits the procurement and installation of the plaques to be
completed not less than two weeks prior to the annual SMA Alumni Reunion weekend. This includes development, review
and approval of text.

Nominations fitting the basic qualifying selection criteria outlined in paragraph 4 must be submitted for consideration by
November 1 for the following calendar year to The Committee.

If a nominee is not selected for induction, that person’s name will be reconsidered for up to three years, at which time that
person will be dropped from further consideration..

The SMA Alumni Association will maintain a historical listing of purchased memorial plaques.

Continued on page 7

He was a Baptist, a retired coal miner, and was an All-
State Football Player for Nicholas County High School.  He
attended Staunton Military Academy as a Post Graduate
in the ’63-’64 school year.

Survivors include his wife, Shirley Elefritz Hamon;
children, Kelly Lee Hamon McLaughlin and her husband,
Greg of Gassaway and Travis Ryan Hamon and his wife,
Tavia of Summersville; siblings, Bonnie Ritchie, John Andy
Hamon, Belinda Sue Sattler, and Rick Hamon; eight
grandchildren, Chase, Cody, Quin, Seth, Ryder, Lily, Haley,
and Collin.
Editor’s Note: Sent to us by his friend and quarterback

at SMA, Jim Mollohan, SMA ’64.

Raymond G. Larroca, SMA ‘46
RAYMOND G. LARROCA Passed away on Sunday,

October 6, 2014 after a long illness.
Mr. Larroca was born in San Juan,
Puerto Rico in 1930, the son of Elsa
Morales and Raymond Gil
Larroca. He moved to New
York City in the 1930s and
came to the DC area prior
to World War II.  He
attended The Bullis School
and Staunton Military
Academy for high school
and was a graduate of
Georgetown University

College (1952) and Georgetown Law School (1957).
He enlisted in 1948 and served honorably overseas during
the Korean War as a 2nd Lieutenant in the United States
Army. After serving in the Army, Mr. Larroca went on to
become a Partner at the law firm of Kirkland and Ellis. In
1967, he joined Herbert J. Miller and John J. Cassidy to form
Miller, Cassidy, Larroca & Lewin, a premier boutique litigation
law firm. He had a distinguished career representing clients
in criminal and regulatory investigations regarding charges
here and abroad. He pioneered the defense of multinational
parallel criminal investigations. Mr. Larroca represented
many notable clients, including former-
President Richard Nixon and the
Senate of the Commonwealth Puerto
Rico. He joined the law firm of Baker,
Botts as a Partner in 2000. He married
Barbara Strand in 1952 and is survived
by five children, Denise Sheehan
(John), Gail, Raymond (Meleah), Mark,
and Jeffrey (Shannon) - seven

grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.

Emory H. Lucy, SMA ‘55
Few families are any more

entrenched and well known in the
pallet industry than the Lucy family in
Virginia. So, we were sad to hear that
Emory Lucy, former owner of
Brunswick Box Company, a well-
known pallet manufacturer and owner
of Z-Best, Inc., a trucking company,
passed away recently.

I remember when I first started
working with the pallet industry in
early 1977. I enjoyed meeting eleven
Virginia based company owners in
that April, including Emory Lucy of

Brunswick Box. In those days Brunswick and Abell Lumber,
both in the Lawrenceville area of Southern Virginia, were
owned by brothers. The two companies were some of the
early companies to mechanize their pallet production.
Together they serviced many large government contracts.

They were building 40,000 to 50,000 pallets a week
when there were few companies in the country of
their size.

Since about 2000 John Clary, a long-time
employee of Brunswick Box, managed the pallet
company while Emory focused most of his attention
on Z-Best and the trucking industry.

Certainly one of the most interesting facets of
the pallet industry has been its unique group of
company owners and their management styles.
Emory Lucy and his brother J.C. were two of the

most memorable to me. Emory made decisions quickly and
decisively. He was a bright man who was known for
following through on his promises. He held strong beliefs.
He served his community in a variety of ways including being
chairman of the board for Brunswick County. And while he
could be a tough business man, he could be a very pleasant
person to talk with. I always enjoyed the opportunities I had
to interact with Emory and respected him for his strengths.

Emory was preceded in death by his parents, John
Cleveland Lucy and Murtis L. Lucy, two sisters Edith
Plumber and Jane Rash and a brother J.C. Lucy Jr. He is
survived by his wife of 56 years Virginia Waitt Pharr Lucy,
and four children Heath Lucy Jr, Gay Clary, Mark Lucy,
and Daven Lucy, who is carrying through with the family
tradition of being in the pallet business.

In lieu of flowers, the family is asking for memorial
contributions to be made to the Masonic Home of Virginia,
P.O. Box 7866, Henrico, Virginia.

Editor’s note.  This tribute to Emory was originally posted

online by the staff of palletenterprise.com on 4/1/2014.

Cadet Larroca in 1946

Raymond G. Larroca

Cadet Lucy in 1955
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Continued on next page

4. Selection Criteria. All candidates must satisfy at least one of the basic qualifying selection criteria of having some
connection to either the Staunton Military Academy (SMA) or the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL)
Program as defined by these three categories:

ALUMNUS (SMA or VWIL)
FACULTY/STAFF (SMA,VWIL or SMAAA staff)
FRIEND OF SMA/VWIL

LIVING LEGENDS – Those people who have been designated as SMA “Living Legends” will, upon their death,  be
automatically considered as nominees for the Memorial Wall and be voted on by the Committee at its earliest
convenience.

5. Evaluation Criteria. The following criteria will be used in evaluating the list of candidates eligible to be honored with a
memorial plaque purchased by either the SMAAA or VWIL Program:

CONTRIBUTIONS

To school, community, state, country and/or humanity

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Degree individual achieved noteworthy success in chosen profession or in life

TRUTH, DUTY and HONOR

Degree to which individual exemplified core these values

A standard form/format, which will be determined by the Chair of The Committee, will be utilized by The Committee to
facilitate the evaluation and ranking process of each candidate against the criteria listed above. The Chair of The
Committee will take all reasonable action necessary to ensure continuity in the selection process from year to year.

6. Funding. Funding for individual memorial plaques will be provided as follows:

SMAAA – SMA candidates selected and approved will be funded by the SMAAA.

VWIL – VWIL candidates selected and approved will be funded by the VWIL Program (note – in some cases, the
SMAAA may fund all or partial cost of a VWIL candidate)

Private – Privately funded plaques may be nominated outside of the normal three plaques per year limit. However,
the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee is responsible for reviewing and approving all privately funded memorial plaque
entries prior to submission to the SMAAA board for final approval. Privately funded plaque candidates must satisfy
the same basic selection criteria as outlined in paragraph 4; however, the satisfaction of the evaluation criteria outlined
in paragraph 5 will not be as stringent. If such nomination is approved, the cost for a privately funded plaque will be
$5,000.

7. Standardization. All SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall plaques will be of the same standard size, material and wording font.  A
consistent standard for form and fit of memorial plaques on the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall must be maintained. The
standards specified for all individual memorial wall plaques are:

Size: Width (horizontal) = 12 inches x Height (vertical) = 10 inches
Material: Bronze with black background; double border; star rosettes in each corner
Text: Raised letters; Font – Arial (or similar)

The only exception for standardization will occur when someone who already is named on another plaque on the exterior
of the museum – in that case the existing plaque can be rededicated.

For more information online go to: http://www.sma-alumni.org/memwall.htm

taps
grandchildren: Lauren Caruso, Amanda
Caruso, Melanie Woodington, Tyler
Woodington, and Chase Winter. In lieu
of flowers, memorial contributions may
be sent in his honor to the Abramson
Cancer Center of the University of
Pennsylvania Attn: Penn Medicine
Development, 3535 Market Street, Suite

750, Philadelphia, PA 19104-3309.

Fred Griffin, SMA ‘57
Fred Benson Griffin, age 76,

passed away peacefully June 25,
2014, at the home he loved at the
Dover Bluff Club, Waverly, Georgia.
Fred is survived by his wife of 53 years,
Judy Griffin, a son Fred J. Griffin
(Brenda), a grandson Daniel
Griffin and a granddaughter
Erin Griffin, all of Brunswick,
Georgia, also a sister Virginia
G. Martin (Thomas) of

Williamsburg, Virginia.
Fred was born April 18, 1938, in Waycross,

Georgia to the late Fred and Sibyl Williamson
Griffin. His younger years were spent in California
where the family lived until 1968, returning to St.
Simons Island, Georgia. He attended SMA from
September 1953 through graduation in January 1957.
Throughout his life he was an accomplished carpenter—
teaching his skills at Brunswick High
School, and a local business owner of
Griffin Bike and Mower and Atlantic
Bike Shop—businesses now owned
and operated by, respectively, his son
and grandson.

Fred was a friend and mentor to
many.

Written by his wife, Judy Griffin and submitted by
his sister, Ginny Martin.

Garland Douglas Haddock, SMA
Instructor and Headmaster (’51 – ’66)

HADDOCK, Garland Douglas, 96,
of Richmond, died July 5, 2015 at his
residence, Lakewood Manor Baptist
Retirement Community. He is
survived by several cousins.

Mr. Haddock was a graduate of the
University of Richmond and received
a Master of Arts degree from the
University of Richmond and a Master
of Education from the University of
Cincinnati. He took special classes at
Richmond Professional Institute (now
VCU), Washington University (St.

Louis) and the University of Edinburgh. He was a member
of Phi Delta Kappa education fraternity and Sigma Alpha
Epsilon social fraternity.

Mr. Haddock was a U.S. Army veteran of World War
II. He taught briefly in Hopewell and Richmond
schools before and after World War II. Mr.
Haddock served as instructor and headmaster
at Staunton Military Academy from 1951 to
1966. He was a disability examiner and a
vocational specialist for the Commonwealth of
Virginia from 1967 to 1982. A
graveside service was held at
11 a.m. Monday, July 13, in
Riverview Cemetery. In lieu
of flowers, contributions may

be made to the Lakewood Manor
Endowment Fund, 1900 Lauderdale Dr.,
Richmond, Va. 23238 or the School of
Professional and Continuing Studies at
the University of Richmond, University
of Richmond, Va. 23173.

Joe Allen Hamon, SMA PG ‘64
Joe Allen Hamon, 71, of Calvin,

W.Va., passed away on Thursday,
May 7, 2015, in the CAMC-Memorial
Division Hospital at Charleston. Born
May 5, 1944, at Calvin, he was a son
of the late Hubert Lee and Opal Ann
Mullens Hamon. He was also
preceded in death by a brother,
Harold Eugene Hamon; and a sister,
Patricia Hamon Dotson.

Italo A. Cosentino

Cadet Griffin in 1957

Fred Griffin in 2014

Headmaster Haddock
in ‘66

Garland Haddock

Cadet Joe Hamon
in 1963



—8—

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
LEGACY FUND

letters and emailsletters and emailsletters and emailsletters and emailsletters and emails

—21—

Editor’s Note.  In April, the SMA Alumni Association sent a pink hydrangea to Page Kable as a sort of “get well
quick” message.  Arlene signed the accompanying card as “SMA Cadets”.

From: Page Enslow “Lolo” Kable April 27, 2015
To: SMA Cadets (via Arlene)

Wow! The gorgeous pink hydrangea plant is certainly the focal point in the
dining room.  I am deeply appreciative to be honored by all who cared enough to
send it.

Oh, how I missed the reunion and fun this year and all of the familiar faces… and
some who have said they came for the first time, BUT my pathology report was great!
So, please come back next year to celebrate you, SMA and good health.

Thank you, Arlene and Brocky, for your consistent huge work and contributions
to ensure a well-run museum and reunion weekends and for caring… and the heart
you give to make it all happen.  How lucky we are to all have each other!
With deep appreciation and love,
Lolo

 From: Gayle Myers
To: SMA Foundation, Inc.
April 28, 2015

What a nice surprise to get the raffle check in the
mail.  I am in the process of downsizing into a smaller one-
story home.  There are many costs in moving that I hadn’t
budgeted.  The money will be a blessing.

I am making a donation to the foundation to honor the
memory of my husband, William “Duke” Myers, M.D.,
class of 1960.  He felt his years at Staunton Military
Academy helped shape his future success in life.
Sincerely,
Gayle Myers

From: Virginia Martin                                                                       July 16, 2015
To: smaalumni@msn.com

Hi Arlene,
We returned from our trip earlier this week, and certainly one of the highlights was visiting with you and your husband at the

Staunton Military Academy Museum.  What a treat for me, especially, to go back in time and learn about the years my brother attended
the academy. Thank you so very much for a wonderful morning—you were so kind to provide the information from his yearbooks,
as well as the newsletters, and to take the time out of your busy day to converse with us about the school’s history.  Before we left, we
entered the Mess Hall to look around, and I called my sister-in-law, Judy Griffin, to tell her where we were—she was elated and wished
she could have been with us!

Judy did say that she had made a donation to SMA last year after Fred’s death.  And, in looking at the newsletters you gave us, I
noticed her contribution.  My brother’s name was listed incompletely as “Benson ’56" (February 2015) and “Benson Griffin ’56" (June
2015).  She may have given you this information, but please correct it for the next newsletter to read “Fred Benson Griffin ’57.”  I am
going to ask her to write a short article about Fred’s life to publish in the TAPS section of your next newsletter.  She will be able to tell
his story far better than I—those eight years distance between the two of us makes a huge difference in what I know!  I am including
a photograph of Fred taken in December 2014 which you may want to use with the article.  (His Brunswick News obituary, if you are
able to find it, was very simple.)  I’ll send Judy the SMA website address so that she has an idea of what to include in the article.

Once again, we are most grateful for our time with you last week.  It meant so much to me to be able to honor my brother’s memory
with our visit to the special place which had formed and shaped him in “truth, duty and honor.”

Thank you so very much,
Virginia (Ginny) Griffin Martin Continued on page 9

Some “SMA Cadets” visited Page Kable in April.
L-R: Bill Bissett, Tom Phillips, David Shipula,
Robert Parrino, Jay Nedry, & Robert Norton.

From: Cadet C/SGM Lonergan
June 6, 2015

Dear Mr. William Bissett

I wanted to spend the time to really thank you for the
scholarship presented to me. Where I come from, we never
had a lot of money for an education. Because of you, I am
able to continue on this path to commission into the Marine
Corps and graduate from Mary Baldwin. Words cannot
describe how grateful I am.

 Very Respectfully,
C/SGM Lonergan

taps
He was known for his great sense of humor, love of

books and classical music. He was interested in a variety of
subjects including: history, religion, economics, politics and
sociology, and was a frequent visitor to the Nashua Public
Library. His love of music was also eclectic and included
everything from jazz, big bands, musicals, to classical music.
He was particularly fond of the works of Mozart.

Frank is survived by his loving wife, Grace (Cavanagh)
Bolen, to whom he was married for 55 years; his three
daughters, Rosemary (Bolen) Daly, Loretta Bolen, and Janine
(Bolen) Kerouac; his son, Thomas Bolen; his brother-in-law,
Paul Cavanagh and his wife Natalie; two sons-in-law, Deacon
James P. Daly and Stephen J. Kerouac; and his three
grandchildren, Benjamin and Linsey Kerouac, and Raecliffe
Daly. He was predeceased by his youngest son, David P.
Bolen

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Inspire
Support Group, Post Office Box 117, Nashua, NH 03061 or
to St. Joseph Adult Day Health Center, 460 Amherst St.,

Nashua, NH 03063.

Edward B. Burwell, SMA ‘45
Edward B. Burwell, 85,

passed away February 13,
2013.  He was born in
Clifton Forge, VA, grew up
in Low Moor and
Covington, VA and retired
from Norfolk Southern
Railroad as Executive Vice President
after serving 38 years. He had
previously served as President of
Southern Railroad for 3 years. He
went to Staunton Military
Academy, graduated from VMI,

Class of 1950B, was an Army Veteran of the Korean Conflict,
and later attended Harvard Business School. He also enjoyed
golfing, hunting and fishing.

He is survived by his loving wife of 37 years, Betty M.
Burwell; along with 2 step-daughters, Wynne Cottrell and husband
Jim of Boone, NC, and Lori Augustoni and husband Michael of
Atlanta, GA; step-son, Cary Bradley and wife Marilyn of Atlanta,
GA; 2 sisters, Eleanor Hodgson and husband Tom of Yorktown,
VA, and Caroline Brown of Smithfield, NC; 4 grandchildren; 1
great-grandchild; niece, Caroline Smith of Hayes, VA; 2 nephews,
David Hodgson of Virginia Beach, VA, and Robbie Brown of
Smithfield, NC; and 3 grand nieces.   Memorial donations may
be made to the Boy’s Home, 414 Boy’s Home Road, Covington,

VA 24426.

Italo A.Cosentino, SMA ‘54
Italo A. Cosentino (“Cos”), age

79 of Huntingdon Valley, PA, passed
away on June 25, 2015. He was the
devoted husband of Nancy
Cosentino (née Deininger) and was
the son of the late Michele J.
Cosentino and Adelina Cosentino
(née Gasbarro). Cos was born in
Seneca Falls, NY, attended
Mynderse Academy and then
graduated from Staunton
Military Academy in 1954.
While at Staunton Military

Academy, he excelled in academic and athletic pursuits,
including Varsity Football, Varsity Basketball and
Track.  Cos attended college at Virginia Military Institute
(VMI), and he was a proud member of the Sigma Nu
Fraternity and the American Society of Civil Engineers.  He
continued to play football and track at VMI while maintaining

his status as a Distinguished Student, and
Distinguished Military Student.  He graduated in
1958 from VMI with a degree in Civil Engineering.

Upon graduation he was stationed as a Second
Lieutenant at Fort Sill, OK and as a First Lieutenant
at Fort Dix, NJ in the US Army Reserve.
Thereafter, he served in both the New York and
Pennsylvania National Guard.  After attending the
Wharton Graduate School, he worked as a Sales
Manager for Corning Glass. Cos then relocated

the family to Huntingdon Valley, PA and embarked on the
next phase of his career as an entrepreneur.  As an
entrepreneur his ventures ranged from sales of air
conditioning and heating units to outdoor furniture and hearth
products.

For well over twenty-five years, Cos owned and operated
Seasons Hearth & Patio, Inc. in Ivyland, PA. Cos had a
very strong work ethic, and he was known for his drive,
dedication and design expertise.  He enjoyed his work and
thought of his customers and employees as his friends.

In his spare time, Cos loved playing golf and enjoyed
family gatherings at Huntingdon Valley Country Club, where
he was a member for over thirty three years.  He was an
avid gardener and loved watching sports, traveling, and
boating and fishing at the Jersey Shore.  Above all, Cos was
deeply devoted to his wife and family, and his greatest joy
was to spend time together.

Cos is survived by his wife Nancy, three daughters Tracy
Caruso, Suzanne Woodington, and Melissa Winter, and five

Continued on next page

Cadet Burwell in 1945

Cadet Cosentino in 1954
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Editor’s Note: Floyd sent me this email in order to raise interest in our 55th class reunion in 2017. It is so good that I have
to repeat parts of it for all of you to see.  His words hold true for every reunion, not just the 55th for the class of ‘62.
From: Floyd Ostrom, SMA ’62 August 8, 2015

Hello all, My reason for this email is to encourage participation in planning our upcoming reunion in April of 2017, the 55th

anniversary of our graduation from SMA in 1962, as well as to seek help in spreading the invitation and information to as many
members of our class as possible. Wouldn’t it be nice if the Class of ’62 could set a high mark for reunion attendance and have
a fabulous time doing it? There are different reasons that each of you are on my list. While I know many of you, and that is why
you are receiving this, there are some that I do not know well, but have seen that you still have an interest in SMA by having
attended previous recent reunions (past 11 years), or completed a “What’s Been Happening” or sent in a picture for the 2014
directory. At our 50th, in 2012, we had 11 members of the class of ’62, and all had a wonderful time. Now is the time to start
contacting those “old boys” that you may still have some contact with, but it needs to be done with some coordination, and that
will be my job. Since organization has never been my strong suit, my wife would anticipate a disaster, but I will try to do my best.
I would hope that each and every one of you have the interest and drive that I do to make this the best reunion ever, but it will
involve some work. If you are interested in being involved in this endeavor, please contact me.

If you have a 2014 directory, that will make it easier for you to make contact with your fellow classmates.  Since we have 19-
20 months until the reunion there will be time to coordinate and allocate names for each of you to make an attempt to contact.
People that you know and have kept up with can be first on your individual list, and if there is duplication, even better.

Hope I have stimulated some interest, and the reunion is not the only reason to visit Staunton, in the Shenandoah Valley, one
of the most beautiful parts of the country, especially in April. And there are many things for tourists, that we would have had little
interest in or accessibility to when we were cadets, like the Shakespearian Theater and the outdoor Cultural Center. All of these
facts may be useful in creating interest in attending the reunion.
Floyd Ostrom, DO retired
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SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
LEGACY FUND PROJECT COMMITTEE SEEKS PROJECT GRANTS

By Peter Birckhead ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net

713-819-1980
August 2015

The Legacy Fund Project Committee is still seeking grants for three important projects to help ensure that our memories,
traditions and history are preserved, protected and carried into perpetuity.   First of these projects is the creation of an SMA
Foundation, Alumni Association, and Museum brochure that can be displayed throughout Staunton to help promote our existence
and purpose. Secondly, all of our historical documents (Yearbooks, Kablegrams, etc.) need to be electronically imaged, indexed,
and searchable on the internet so they are available for generations to come. And finally, we need a new website that is consistent
with 21st century technology that will provide the functionality to first, store and make available our historical documents, and
second, to enable us to better reach out to our alumni across the United States and the World.

All total these projects cost in access of $50,000.  While we are seeking grants to cover these expenses many times the grant
seeker (us) has to participate in some of the costs.  So if you have not supported the Legacy Fund in the past with a donation, we
can really use your help now!   If you have already made a donation and can find a way to additionally support our causes we
would greatly appreciate it.  And remember, all donations to the SMA Foundation Heritage Fund are fully tax deductible, and you
will receive a formal receipt for your donation.

Please make your checks payable and send them to this address:

SMA Foundation, Inc. Heritage Fund
PO Box 958
Staunton, VA 24402

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT COMMITTEE

taps
Allen J. Berry, SMA ‘42

Allen James Berry Sr., 90, of St.
Simons Island, went to heaven
Saturday, Nov. 22, 2014, at Hospice of
The Golden Isles.

Funeral services were held at 11
a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2014, at
Christian Renewal Church on St.
Simons Island with the Rev. Mike
Murray, the Rev. William Ligon and Dr.
Calder Kinney officiating. Interment
followed in Oglethorpe Memorial
Gardens.

Born Nov. 4, 1924, in Brooklyn, N.Y., to the late Charles
W. and Nina L. Berry, he grew up on Staten Island where
his father was an outstanding pediatric physician, a Major
General who commanded the New York National Guard, and
served as Comptroller of New York City. In retirement, the
family moved to Charlottesville, Va.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by
two sons, Howard Lee Berry and Wayne Crews
Berry; and a sister, Martha Anne Gerosa, and her
husband Alfred.

Allen’s education was at Staunton Military
Academy, Lane High School, and University of
Virginia where he received a Bachelor of Arts and
Masters Degrees. His schooling was interrupted by
Army service in World War II and the European
theater of operation.

Mr. Berry came to Glynn County in 1959 as
manager of General Adjustment Bureau and later became
partner in a general insurance firm selling all kinds of policies
for many years. Then, in semi-retirement, he did adjusting
work again until full retirement.

He also enjoyed teaching and helped establish the local
college through evening classes, first at Glynn Academy and
later at the college itself.

He was a member of the Rotary Club on St. Simons
Island, and had served as president, secretary, and historian
and worked in many projects.

Mr. Berry was a charter member of Christian Renewal
Church in Brunswick and on St. Simons Island and served as an
elder in the church. He also hosted a home group meeting for 36
years, as well as traveled extensively to more than 20 countries
to share the Gospel. In addition, he taught a television and radio
program called Bread of Life for 12 years. It presented the
International Sunday School Lesson.  He was an avid tennis
player and also hosted the Great Books Club.

Survivors include his wife of 65 years, Jean C. Berry of
St. Simons Island; four children, A.J. Berry Jr. of St. Simons

Island, Andy Berry and wife Kim of San Diego, Calif., Kathy
Jean B. Patel and husband Dr. Neil Patel of New Zealand,
and Brent Berry and wife Kimberly
Ann of Waverly; 10 grandchildren,
Jessica Delahunt and husband Robert,
Brent Berry Jr., Sadie Berry, Hailey
Berry, Luke Ari Patel, Joy Ammi
Patel, Daniel Elijah Patel, Grace Anna
Patel, Faith Esther Patel, and John-
Michael Elisha Patel; a brother,
William Myers Berry of
Charlottesville, Va.; and several nieces
and nephews and great-nieces and -
nephews.

Francis W. J. Bolen, SMA ‘45
Francis W. J. “Frank” Bolen, 83,

of Nashua, died at Courville
Nursing Home, surrounded
by his family, on Thursday,
September 23, 2010, after a
lengthy illness.

Frank was born in
Brooklyn, New York, the
only child of Frank J. Bolen
and Loretta (Ritter) Bolen.
He was raised in New York
and was a graduate of Staunton Military

Academy, Staunton, Virginia. After graduation, he served
in the U.S. Army. He attended the University of Virginia and
was awarded a B.S. in Science in 1950. Additional education
included studies in Accounting at Pace College and an MBA
from Northeastern University in 1961.

He started working in the City of New York, first in the
criminal court system, and then the New York City Housing
Authority. Other employment included Gillette, Clevite
Transistors and Westinghouse. He moved to Nashua, NH,
with his family in 1967, when he accepted a position as an
accountant with Sanders Associates. From 1967 to 1990,
Frank worked for Sanders and Lockheed in that capacity.
Frank was a longtime member of Actorsingers, where he
served as Treasurer and participated in various shows, both
on stage, and backstage. He was a member of the St. Joseph
the Worker Parish Knights of Columbus Council #12311 and
of the Inspire Support Group. He was a longtime
communicant of St. Christopher Parish, and later of St. Joseph
the Worker Parish, both of Nashua.

Allen J. Berry

Cadet Berry in 1940

Continued on next page

Cadet Bolen in 1945
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SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  LEGACY FUND PROJECT
August 2015

Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73

SMA EAGLE REPLACEMENT SPONSORS BEING SOUGHT

As many of you know that have visited Staunton during our recent Spring Reunions or during other times of the year, our
beloved SMA Eagle outside the SMA/VWIL Museum has fallen in disrepair.  This coveted symbol of our school was proudly
displayed for over 50 years over the vestibule of North Barracks has been falling apart ever since placed outside the museum
near the Memorial Wall. See photos to this article.

After six months of investigation, it has been determined that the eagle cannot be repaired and must be replaced. Fortunately
some time ago when the eagle was still in good shape we had a cast made and replica placed inside the museum.

This replica will now be used to cast a new concrete SMA Eagle to replace the one outside the museum. However, this time
there will be a structure built above and around the eagle to protect it from the elements.

This project’s cost is in excess of $15,000 due to the amount of work and shipping involved to make this happen. This project
cannot be done without your help! The good news is that a fund raising effort, being led by myself and Jack Vaughn, SMA ’69, is
underway. Jack has already generously donated $2,000 to the cause and Peter Worth, SMA ’57 has agreed to donate up to $5,000
in matching funds.

So if you have not previously given to the Heritage Fund now would be a great time to support your alumni association and
foundation and this project

Thanks!

Please send your checks made payable to: Be sure to write SMA Eagle Project in the memo section of your check.

SMA Foundation, Inc. Heritage Fund If you have any questions please reach out to me directly at:
P.O. Box 958 peterbirckhead@gmail.com
Staunton, VA 24402 713-819-1980

The left wing is severely cracked.

 The eagle’s chest also shows severe cracks.

The neck and chest are badly damaged.

The damage is so bad;
it can be seen from a distance.
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SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT
Updated as of July 30, 2015

By Peter Birckhead ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net    713-819-1980

WE HAVE NOW EXCEEDED $800,000+  IN DONATIONS

Thanks to all of our alumni who have generously given to the Legacy Fund we have now exceeded $800K in donations, pledges and
life insurance death benefit designations. While monies and donations continue to come in for the Legacy Fund, both in donations to the
Heritage Fund (supporting the SMAAA and Museum) and donations to the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund (supporting The VWILL
Program), we are now 28 months into our 36 campaign and really need your help to reach our goal of $1.5 Million!.  So please
consider a donation and make your donation today either my mailing a check or going on line to www.sma-alumni.org

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)

$100,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 * (IRA
Beneficiary Designation)
Peter Worth ’57 (cash and pledge) (w/benches,
WWI Monument Restoration, Museum Signage
Package sponsorship and Flag and Flag Pole
upkeep sponsorship) *

$60,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Bill Bissett ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Anonymous ’74 *

$35,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino ’75 *

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Richard Henderson ‘63 (pledge) *
Patricia and Herk Wolfe ’49 (w/bench sponsorship) *

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 *
John Fuog ‘70
John Michael Garner ’53 *
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration
sponsorship) *
John (Jack) Vaughan ’63 (w/bench and SMA Eagle
sponsorship) *

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Stuart Smith ‘48

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Charles R. Jenkins ’53 *
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli ’61 *
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 *
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband Frank
Lee ’52)
John Nolde ‘63
Floyd Ostrom ’62 (pledge) *
Leslie Taylor ’66 *

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Michael Byington ’61 *(deceased)

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Birckhead ’73 *
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72
Carter Condon (Patron)
Charlie Drumheller ’66 (w/Cannon Restoration
sponsorship)
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ‘68
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 *
Burdette Holmes ’62 *

Continued on next page

VWIL        NEWS

Cadet Sergeant Major Mikayla Waters-Crittenton provides a
motivation speech to the nULLs joining the Corps of Cadets.

Cadre Week begins with the traditional “Meet Your Cadre” ceremony
on the parade field.

The nULL Class of 2019 watches their upperclass cadets perform the
“Meet your Cadre” ceremony.

SMA graduate John Conomikes ’50 and Brig Gen Terry Djuric,
VWIL Commandant, met in August when John visited his old campus
and spoke with Dr. Pamela Fox about the future of the Corps of Cadets.
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$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS) cont.
Robert Horvath ’47 *
Warren Hutton ’75 *
Allen Jones ’48 *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)
Anthony C. Korvas’59
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67
Mark Orr ’73
Joseph Ritok ’66 *
Tim Scheel ‘73
Ralph Sebrell ’45
David Shipula ‘73
Peter Stark ’50 *
Frederick Walton ‘33
Virginia Windley (Don) ‘70
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron) *

$500+ (BENEFACTOR)
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband Fred
Benson Griffin ’57)
Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Gale and Duke Myers ’60 *
David Rhodes ‘72
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *
Louis Stathis ’70
Edmund Smith ‘76
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)

$250+ (BENEFACTOR)
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 *
Geoffrey Hall ‘65
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Christopher Jones ‘71
William Lambert ’62
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
W. John Turner ‘67
Lee Woody ‘47

$200+ (BENEFACTOR)
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
Craig E. Hanson ‘74

$200+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of Maj.
Thomas Howie) *
Steve Landa ’63 *
Edmund Leigh ‘74
Jeffrey Metzel ‘43
James H. Stevenson ‘58
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog Mem. Fund) *

$100+ (BENEFACTOR)
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
Jose Colon ’60
John Conomikes ‘50
Wesley G. Constable ’61 *
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ‘51
Tad Hall ’73
Mark Hancock ‘62
John C. Hildebrand ‘72
Burdette Holmes ‘72
Page Kable (Patron)
Lee Lawrence ‘56
Stanley Lesniak ‘67
Glen MacFadden ‘59
Randall Melton ‘76
Gordon Milestone ‘43
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Russell Ogan ‘70
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
Peter Phillips ‘50
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Robert Remaley (Patron)
Neil J. Rogers ‘69
Wayne Scholtes ‘64
George Shiarella ‘48
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her husband Dale
Frederick Snell ’56)
Lawrence Steele III ‘61*
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
Frank Till ‘71

LEGACY FUND PROJECT COMMITTEE cont.

Continued on next page

VWIL        NEWS

Arlene and Brocky Nicely provide a museum tour to our incoming
freshman on their first day.

Cadet LT Locke leads her team of nULLs following their uniform
issue up N. Market Street to their dorm.

VWIL upperclass prepare for “Meet Your Cadre” in Mary Baldwin’s
newly renovated Nuthouse.

The nULL Class of 2019 parades past the Kable House and Mess
Hall on their way to “Meet Your Cadre.”

nULL Stephanie Barbaro in the foreground with her sister nULLs
await orders to march to “Meet Your Cadre.”

First Corporal Melissa Lovretich prepares the nULLs for their first
day of Cadre Week.
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$100+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
John T. Turner ‘67
W. John Turner ’67
Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
Peter Voss ’48
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty)
Lee P. Woody ’47 *

$50+ (BENEFACTOR)
Richard Alonzo ’64 *
William Baldwin III ‘64
Bruce Buchanan ‘66
Carol Caldwallader Patron (in honor of Lewis
Caldwallader ‘55)
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of James Deehan ’55)
John Diemer ’67 *
Robert Flatford ’66 *
William Foard ’56
Alexander Forester ‘74
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoffry Hall ’64)
Scott Holcomb ‘66
Ben Hudson ’54
John Kelly ‘57
Joseph Koch ‘53
Edward McLorie ’63
Alan Messer ‘68
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of Duke Myers
deceased)
Edward Patsch ’53 *
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
AJ Scolio ‘43
William Summers ‘60
Robert Tabor ‘58
Jon Walker ‘54

$25+ (BENEFACTOR)
James Adams ‘59
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of her
husband John Armstrong’37)
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
Robert Coyner ’49
Everette Doffermyre ‘66
Anthony Disher, Jr. ‘72
Michael Deuting ‘59
Carlos Ferro ;’51
Douglas Godwin ‘69
Ben Hollis ‘58
James Hayslip ‘75
Charles Hnilicka ‘48
Stanley Kaplan ‘54

$25+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Edward Mann ‘46
Kirk Moberley ‘63
Michael Meyers ‘59
Dan Newman ‘60
William Pandak ‘73
Brooke Read ‘46
Darrell Richardson ‘67
William Suppes, Jr. ‘45
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
William Tucker, Jr ‘58
Carl Winnefeld ‘61

$15+ (BENEFACTOR)
Mark Butterworth 51’
Claude L. Crawford ’57 (Faculty)
Daniel Hunt ‘62
James Spencer (Patron)

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

Note: If you don’t see your name and have donated
please let me know. If you have donated more than once
and do not have a “*” next to your name please let me
know. Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73 and Chairman of
Legacy Fund Project

Thanks to all of these alumni who have supported the
Legacy Fund Project and helped to ensure the
memories, traditions and alumni efforts are carried into
perpetuity and as an association we are able to continue
to provide scholarships for and support organizations
such as the VWIL Program at MBC, that exemplify our
core values of Truth, Duty and Honor.

The listing above represents only 10% of alumni giving.
There are still 90% of those of you who have not made a
donation! Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No
amount is too small and all donations are fully tax
deductible.

It is easy to donate, just contact me directly and we can
discuss all options available to help you.  Peter
Birckhead, SMA ’73, peterbirckhead@gmail.com or
713-819-1980.

Thanks

LEGACY FUND PROJECT COMMITTEE cont.VWIL        NEWS

VWIL welcomes the Class of 2019 at the Spirit Rock donated by the
VWIL Class of 2008.

VWIL welcomes the families of our incoming freshman (nULLs),
our ROTC services, and the US Coast Guard as we begin our 20th

Anniversary Year.

The families of nULL Abigail Black and Elisa Bakker enjoy lunch
on their first day of the Fall Semester.

During their campus run, Cadet CPT Narvaez and Cadet LT
Seekins (in yellow) share with  the nULLs the history of the VWIL/

SMA Memorial Wall and VWIL graduate bricks.

VWIL nULLs complete their campus run on Flagpole Hill with light
stretching and hearing of the brave SMA graduates who fought in

World War I.

On Training Day 1, Cadet SGT Koomson leads a campus tour for
nULLs Madden, Carr, Robinson, Alexander, Aragon, Barbaro,

Bakker, Williams, Boward, Black.
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VWIL        NEWSVWIL        NEWS
VWIL GALLERY

Cadet Sarah Seekins, from Mary Baldwin College, receives
the Armed Forces Services Corporation Award during her
graduation ceremony from the Cadet Leadership Course at

Fort Knox.  Cadet Seekins is part of the VWIL/MBC class of
2016 and will commission in the U.S. Army in May, 2016.

U.S. Army Photo by Jenny Hale.

CADET SEEKINS HONORED DURING
GRADUATION AT FORT KNOX

VWIL HONORS MAJOR HOWIE ON JULY 17TH

VWIL cadets decorated the Major Howie memorial with flags
and guidons on July 17th, the anniversary of his death in St.

Lo, France.  VWIL has assumed this tradition from the SMA
Alumni Association.  Thank you, VWIL!

After 3 days and nights in the wilderness, VWIL’s incoming freshmen from the Class of 2019 celebrate the
20-year partnership with the Wilderness Adventure staff in New Castle VA.

Cadet Megan Mepham (center) is studying abroad this
semester, seen here interacting with students at Lady Doak

College in Madurai India. Cadet Mepham will also participate
in India’s National Cadet Corps.

Karen Bailey Chapman ’95, a member of the first VWIL class
of cadets,  returned to Wilderness for the first time in 20 years

to inspire the nULL class with the lasting value VWIL.

nULLs Alexis Harkins and Lindsay Sopko admire the photo of the
first 42 VWIL cadets at Wilderness in 1995 during Karen Bailey’s
discussion about a lifetime of opportunities based on VWIL’s Value.

nULLs Clifton, Clay, Torres-Trujillo, Davis, Gloska, Bowen, Haas,
Carter, Charles and Cotten debrief a team building exercise and

enjoy a snack break during their Wilderness Adventure.

Cadet LT Koomson motivates her nULLs before they all accepted the
challenge to climb a tree and jump to their safety from 30 feet high.

nULLs Jade Kelley and Lindsay Sopko complete the obstacle
“Dangling Duo”.

Cadet CPL Thomas (left front) leads nULLs in belaying for the
“Dangling Duo” obstacle. Pictured on the right and left are

nULLs Mann, Joe, Robinson, Percell, Jones, Gonzalez, Barbaro,
and Mouring.

nULL Class 2019 and our VWIL PT Cadre share the history of
George Tullidge on their first campus run.
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$100+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
John T. Turner ‘67
W. John Turner ’67
Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
Peter Voss ’48
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty)
Lee P. Woody ’47 *

$50+ (BENEFACTOR)
Richard Alonzo ’64 *
William Baldwin III ‘64
Bruce Buchanan ‘66
Carol Caldwallader Patron (in honor of Lewis
Caldwallader ‘55)
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of James Deehan ’55)
John Diemer ’67 *
Robert Flatford ’66 *
William Foard ’56
Alexander Forester ‘74
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoffry Hall ’64)
Scott Holcomb ‘66
Ben Hudson ’54
John Kelly ‘57
Joseph Koch ‘53
Edward McLorie ’63
Alan Messer ‘68
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of Duke Myers
deceased)
Edward Patsch ’53 *
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
AJ Scolio ‘43
William Summers ‘60
Robert Tabor ‘58
Jon Walker ‘54

$25+ (BENEFACTOR)
James Adams ‘59
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of her
husband John Armstrong’37)
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
Robert Coyner ’49
Everette Doffermyre ‘66
Anthony Disher, Jr. ‘72
Michael Deuting ‘59
Carlos Ferro ;’51
Douglas Godwin ‘69
Ben Hollis ‘58
James Hayslip ‘75
Charles Hnilicka ‘48
Stanley Kaplan ‘54

$25+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Edward Mann ‘46
Kirk Moberley ‘63
Michael Meyers ‘59
Dan Newman ‘60
William Pandak ‘73
Brooke Read ‘46
Darrell Richardson ‘67
William Suppes, Jr. ‘45
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
William Tucker, Jr ‘58
Carl Winnefeld ‘61

$15+ (BENEFACTOR)
Mark Butterworth 51’
Claude L. Crawford ’57 (Faculty)
Daniel Hunt ‘62
James Spencer (Patron)

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

Note: If you don’t see your name and have donated
please let me know. If you have donated more than once
and do not have a “*” next to your name please let me
know. Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73 and Chairman of
Legacy Fund Project

Thanks to all of these alumni who have supported the
Legacy Fund Project and helped to ensure the
memories, traditions and alumni efforts are carried into
perpetuity and as an association we are able to continue
to provide scholarships for and support organizations
such as the VWIL Program at MBC, that exemplify our
core values of Truth, Duty and Honor.

The listing above represents only 10% of alumni giving.
There are still 90% of those of you who have not made a
donation! Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No
amount is too small and all donations are fully tax
deductible.

It is easy to donate, just contact me directly and we can
discuss all options available to help you.  Peter
Birckhead, SMA ’73, peterbirckhead@gmail.com or
713-819-1980.

Thanks
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$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS) cont.
Robert Horvath ’47 *
Warren Hutton ’75 *
Allen Jones ’48 *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)
Anthony C. Korvas’59
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67
Mark Orr ’73
Joseph Ritok ’66 *
Tim Scheel ‘73
Ralph Sebrell ’45
David Shipula ‘73
Peter Stark ’50 *
Frederick Walton ‘33
Virginia Windley (Don) ‘70
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron) *

$500+ (BENEFACTOR)
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband Fred
Benson Griffin ’57)
Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Gale and Duke Myers ’60 *
David Rhodes ‘72
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *
Louis Stathis ’70
Edmund Smith ‘76
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)

$250+ (BENEFACTOR)
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 *
Geoffrey Hall ‘65
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Christopher Jones ‘71
William Lambert ’62
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
W. John Turner ‘67
Lee Woody ‘47

$200+ (BENEFACTOR)
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
Craig E. Hanson ‘74

$200+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of Maj.
Thomas Howie) *
Steve Landa ’63 *
Edmund Leigh ‘74
Jeffrey Metzel ‘43
James H. Stevenson ‘58
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog Mem. Fund) *

$100+ (BENEFACTOR)
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
Jose Colon ’60
John Conomikes ‘50
Wesley G. Constable ’61 *
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ‘51
Tad Hall ’73
Mark Hancock ‘62
John C. Hildebrand ‘72
Burdette Holmes ‘72
Page Kable (Patron)
Lee Lawrence ‘56
Stanley Lesniak ‘67
Glen MacFadden ‘59
Randall Melton ‘76
Gordon Milestone ‘43
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Russell Ogan ‘70
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
Peter Phillips ‘50
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Robert Remaley (Patron)
Neil J. Rogers ‘69
Wayne Scholtes ‘64
George Shiarella ‘48
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her husband Dale
Frederick Snell ’56)
Lawrence Steele III ‘61*
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
Frank Till ‘71

LEGACY FUND PROJECT COMMITTEE cont.

Continued on next page

VWIL        NEWS

Arlene and Brocky Nicely provide a museum tour to our incoming
freshman on their first day.

Cadet LT Locke leads her team of nULLs following their uniform
issue up N. Market Street to their dorm.

VWIL upperclass prepare for “Meet Your Cadre” in Mary Baldwin’s
newly renovated Nuthouse.

The nULL Class of 2019 parades past the Kable House and Mess
Hall on their way to “Meet Your Cadre.”

nULL Stephanie Barbaro in the foreground with her sister nULLs
await orders to march to “Meet Your Cadre.”

First Corporal Melissa Lovretich prepares the nULLs for their first
day of Cadre Week.
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SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT
Updated as of July 30, 2015

By Peter Birckhead ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net    713-819-1980

WE HAVE NOW EXCEEDED $800,000+  IN DONATIONS

Thanks to all of our alumni who have generously given to the Legacy Fund we have now exceeded $800K in donations, pledges and
life insurance death benefit designations. While monies and donations continue to come in for the Legacy Fund, both in donations to the
Heritage Fund (supporting the SMAAA and Museum) and donations to the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund (supporting The VWILL
Program), we are now 28 months into our 36 campaign and really need your help to reach our goal of $1.5 Million!.  So please
consider a donation and make your donation today either my mailing a check or going on line to www.sma-alumni.org

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)

$100,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 * (IRA
Beneficiary Designation)
Peter Worth ’57 (cash and pledge) (w/benches,
WWI Monument Restoration, Museum Signage
Package sponsorship and Flag and Flag Pole
upkeep sponsorship) *

$60,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Bill Bissett ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Anonymous ’74 *

$35,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino ’75 *

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Richard Henderson ‘63 (pledge) *
Patricia and Herk Wolfe ’49 (w/bench sponsorship) *

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 *
John Fuog ‘70
John Michael Garner ’53 *
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration
sponsorship) *
John (Jack) Vaughan ’63 (w/bench and SMA Eagle
sponsorship) *

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Stuart Smith ‘48

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Charles R. Jenkins ’53 *
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli ’61 *
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 *
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband Frank
Lee ’52)
John Nolde ‘63
Floyd Ostrom ’62 (pledge) *
Leslie Taylor ’66 *

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Michael Byington ’61 *(deceased)

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Birckhead ’73 *
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72
Carter Condon (Patron)
Charlie Drumheller ’66 (w/Cannon Restoration
sponsorship)
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ‘68
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 *
Burdette Holmes ’62 *

Continued on next page

VWIL        NEWS

Cadet Sergeant Major Mikayla Waters-Crittenton provides a
motivation speech to the nULLs joining the Corps of Cadets.

Cadre Week begins with the traditional “Meet Your Cadre” ceremony
on the parade field.

The nULL Class of 2019 watches their upperclass cadets perform the
“Meet your Cadre” ceremony.

SMA graduate John Conomikes ’50 and Brig Gen Terry Djuric,
VWIL Commandant, met in August when John visited his old campus
and spoke with Dr. Pamela Fox about the future of the Corps of Cadets.
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SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  LEGACY FUND PROJECT
August 2015

Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73

SMA EAGLE REPLACEMENT SPONSORS BEING SOUGHT

As many of you know that have visited Staunton during our recent Spring Reunions or during other times of the year, our
beloved SMA Eagle outside the SMA/VWIL Museum has fallen in disrepair.  This coveted symbol of our school was proudly
displayed for over 50 years over the vestibule of North Barracks has been falling apart ever since placed outside the museum
near the Memorial Wall. See photos to this article.

After six months of investigation, it has been determined that the eagle cannot be repaired and must be replaced. Fortunately
some time ago when the eagle was still in good shape we had a cast made and replica placed inside the museum.

This replica will now be used to cast a new concrete SMA Eagle to replace the one outside the museum. However, this time
there will be a structure built above and around the eagle to protect it from the elements.

This project’s cost is in excess of $15,000 due to the amount of work and shipping involved to make this happen. This project
cannot be done without your help! The good news is that a fund raising effort, being led by myself and Jack Vaughn, SMA ’69, is
underway. Jack has already generously donated $2,000 to the cause and Peter Worth, SMA ’57 has agreed to donate up to $5,000
in matching funds.

So if you have not previously given to the Heritage Fund now would be a great time to support your alumni association and
foundation and this project

Thanks!

Please send your checks made payable to: Be sure to write SMA Eagle Project in the memo section of your check.

SMA Foundation, Inc. Heritage Fund If you have any questions please reach out to me directly at:
P.O. Box 958 peterbirckhead@gmail.com
Staunton, VA 24402 713-819-1980

The left wing is severely cracked.

 The eagle’s chest also shows severe cracks.

The neck and chest are badly damaged.

The damage is so bad;
it can be seen from a distance.
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Editor’s Note: Floyd sent me this email in order to raise interest in our 55th class reunion in 2017. It is so good that I have
to repeat parts of it for all of you to see.  His words hold true for every reunion, not just the 55th for the class of ‘62.
From: Floyd Ostrom, SMA ’62 August 8, 2015

Hello all, My reason for this email is to encourage participation in planning our upcoming reunion in April of 2017, the 55th

anniversary of our graduation from SMA in 1962, as well as to seek help in spreading the invitation and information to as many
members of our class as possible. Wouldn’t it be nice if the Class of ’62 could set a high mark for reunion attendance and have
a fabulous time doing it? There are different reasons that each of you are on my list. While I know many of you, and that is why
you are receiving this, there are some that I do not know well, but have seen that you still have an interest in SMA by having
attended previous recent reunions (past 11 years), or completed a “What’s Been Happening” or sent in a picture for the 2014
directory. At our 50th, in 2012, we had 11 members of the class of ’62, and all had a wonderful time. Now is the time to start
contacting those “old boys” that you may still have some contact with, but it needs to be done with some coordination, and that
will be my job. Since organization has never been my strong suit, my wife would anticipate a disaster, but I will try to do my best.
I would hope that each and every one of you have the interest and drive that I do to make this the best reunion ever, but it will
involve some work. If you are interested in being involved in this endeavor, please contact me.

If you have a 2014 directory, that will make it easier for you to make contact with your fellow classmates.  Since we have 19-
20 months until the reunion there will be time to coordinate and allocate names for each of you to make an attempt to contact.
People that you know and have kept up with can be first on your individual list, and if there is duplication, even better.

Hope I have stimulated some interest, and the reunion is not the only reason to visit Staunton, in the Shenandoah Valley, one
of the most beautiful parts of the country, especially in April. And there are many things for tourists, that we would have had little
interest in or accessibility to when we were cadets, like the Shakespearian Theater and the outdoor Cultural Center. All of these
facts may be useful in creating interest in attending the reunion.
Floyd Ostrom, DO retired

letters and emails letters and emails letters and emails letters and emails letters and emails cont.cont.cont.cont.cont.

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
LEGACY FUND PROJECT COMMITTEE SEEKS PROJECT GRANTS

By Peter Birckhead ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net

713-819-1980
August 2015

The Legacy Fund Project Committee is still seeking grants for three important projects to help ensure that our memories,
traditions and history are preserved, protected and carried into perpetuity.   First of these projects is the creation of an SMA
Foundation, Alumni Association, and Museum brochure that can be displayed throughout Staunton to help promote our existence
and purpose. Secondly, all of our historical documents (Yearbooks, Kablegrams, etc.) need to be electronically imaged, indexed,
and searchable on the internet so they are available for generations to come. And finally, we need a new website that is consistent
with 21st century technology that will provide the functionality to first, store and make available our historical documents, and
second, to enable us to better reach out to our alumni across the United States and the World.

All total these projects cost in access of $50,000.  While we are seeking grants to cover these expenses many times the grant
seeker (us) has to participate in some of the costs.  So if you have not supported the Legacy Fund in the past with a donation, we
can really use your help now!   If you have already made a donation and can find a way to additionally support our causes we
would greatly appreciate it.  And remember, all donations to the SMA Foundation Heritage Fund are fully tax deductible, and you
will receive a formal receipt for your donation.

Please make your checks payable and send them to this address:

SMA Foundation, Inc. Heritage Fund
PO Box 958
Staunton, VA 24402

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT COMMITTEE
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Allen J. Berry, SMA ‘42

Allen James Berry Sr., 90, of St.
Simons Island, went to heaven
Saturday, Nov. 22, 2014, at Hospice of
The Golden Isles.

Funeral services were held at 11
a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2014, at
Christian Renewal Church on St.
Simons Island with the Rev. Mike
Murray, the Rev. William Ligon and Dr.
Calder Kinney officiating. Interment
followed in Oglethorpe Memorial
Gardens.

Born Nov. 4, 1924, in Brooklyn, N.Y., to the late Charles
W. and Nina L. Berry, he grew up on Staten Island where
his father was an outstanding pediatric physician, a Major
General who commanded the New York National Guard, and
served as Comptroller of New York City. In retirement, the
family moved to Charlottesville, Va.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by
two sons, Howard Lee Berry and Wayne Crews
Berry; and a sister, Martha Anne Gerosa, and her
husband Alfred.

Allen’s education was at Staunton Military
Academy, Lane High School, and University of
Virginia where he received a Bachelor of Arts and
Masters Degrees. His schooling was interrupted by
Army service in World War II and the European
theater of operation.

Mr. Berry came to Glynn County in 1959 as
manager of General Adjustment Bureau and later became
partner in a general insurance firm selling all kinds of policies
for many years. Then, in semi-retirement, he did adjusting
work again until full retirement.

He also enjoyed teaching and helped establish the local
college through evening classes, first at Glynn Academy and
later at the college itself.

He was a member of the Rotary Club on St. Simons
Island, and had served as president, secretary, and historian
and worked in many projects.

Mr. Berry was a charter member of Christian Renewal
Church in Brunswick and on St. Simons Island and served as an
elder in the church. He also hosted a home group meeting for 36
years, as well as traveled extensively to more than 20 countries
to share the Gospel. In addition, he taught a television and radio
program called Bread of Life for 12 years. It presented the
International Sunday School Lesson.  He was an avid tennis
player and also hosted the Great Books Club.

Survivors include his wife of 65 years, Jean C. Berry of
St. Simons Island; four children, A.J. Berry Jr. of St. Simons

Island, Andy Berry and wife Kim of San Diego, Calif., Kathy
Jean B. Patel and husband Dr. Neil Patel of New Zealand,
and Brent Berry and wife Kimberly
Ann of Waverly; 10 grandchildren,
Jessica Delahunt and husband Robert,
Brent Berry Jr., Sadie Berry, Hailey
Berry, Luke Ari Patel, Joy Ammi
Patel, Daniel Elijah Patel, Grace Anna
Patel, Faith Esther Patel, and John-
Michael Elisha Patel; a brother,
William Myers Berry of
Charlottesville, Va.; and several nieces
and nephews and great-nieces and -
nephews.

Francis W. J. Bolen, SMA ‘45
Francis W. J. “Frank” Bolen, 83,

of Nashua, died at Courville
Nursing Home, surrounded
by his family, on Thursday,
September 23, 2010, after a
lengthy illness.

Frank was born in
Brooklyn, New York, the
only child of Frank J. Bolen
and Loretta (Ritter) Bolen.
He was raised in New York
and was a graduate of Staunton Military

Academy, Staunton, Virginia. After graduation, he served
in the U.S. Army. He attended the University of Virginia and
was awarded a B.S. in Science in 1950. Additional education
included studies in Accounting at Pace College and an MBA
from Northeastern University in 1961.

He started working in the City of New York, first in the
criminal court system, and then the New York City Housing
Authority. Other employment included Gillette, Clevite
Transistors and Westinghouse. He moved to Nashua, NH,
with his family in 1967, when he accepted a position as an
accountant with Sanders Associates. From 1967 to 1990,
Frank worked for Sanders and Lockheed in that capacity.
Frank was a longtime member of Actorsingers, where he
served as Treasurer and participated in various shows, both
on stage, and backstage. He was a member of the St. Joseph
the Worker Parish Knights of Columbus Council #12311 and
of the Inspire Support Group. He was a longtime
communicant of St. Christopher Parish, and later of St. Joseph
the Worker Parish, both of Nashua.

Allen J. Berry

Cadet Berry in 1940

Continued on next page

Cadet Bolen in 1945
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Editor’s Note.  In April, the SMA Alumni Association sent a pink hydrangea to Page Kable as a sort of “get well
quick” message.  Arlene signed the accompanying card as “SMA Cadets”.

From: Page Enslow “Lolo” Kable April 27, 2015
To: SMA Cadets (via Arlene)

Wow! The gorgeous pink hydrangea plant is certainly the focal point in the
dining room.  I am deeply appreciative to be honored by all who cared enough to
send it.

Oh, how I missed the reunion and fun this year and all of the familiar faces… and
some who have said they came for the first time, BUT my pathology report was great!
So, please come back next year to celebrate you, SMA and good health.

Thank you, Arlene and Brocky, for your consistent huge work and contributions
to ensure a well-run museum and reunion weekends and for caring… and the heart
you give to make it all happen.  How lucky we are to all have each other!
With deep appreciation and love,
Lolo

 From: Gayle Myers
To: SMA Foundation, Inc.
April 28, 2015

What a nice surprise to get the raffle check in the
mail.  I am in the process of downsizing into a smaller one-
story home.  There are many costs in moving that I hadn’t
budgeted.  The money will be a blessing.

I am making a donation to the foundation to honor the
memory of my husband, William “Duke” Myers, M.D.,
class of 1960.  He felt his years at Staunton Military
Academy helped shape his future success in life.
Sincerely,
Gayle Myers

From: Virginia Martin                                                                       July 16, 2015
To: smaalumni@msn.com

Hi Arlene,
We returned from our trip earlier this week, and certainly one of the highlights was visiting with you and your husband at the

Staunton Military Academy Museum.  What a treat for me, especially, to go back in time and learn about the years my brother attended
the academy. Thank you so very much for a wonderful morning—you were so kind to provide the information from his yearbooks,
as well as the newsletters, and to take the time out of your busy day to converse with us about the school’s history.  Before we left, we
entered the Mess Hall to look around, and I called my sister-in-law, Judy Griffin, to tell her where we were—she was elated and wished
she could have been with us!

Judy did say that she had made a donation to SMA last year after Fred’s death.  And, in looking at the newsletters you gave us, I
noticed her contribution.  My brother’s name was listed incompletely as “Benson ’56" (February 2015) and “Benson Griffin ’56" (June
2015).  She may have given you this information, but please correct it for the next newsletter to read “Fred Benson Griffin ’57.”  I am
going to ask her to write a short article about Fred’s life to publish in the TAPS section of your next newsletter.  She will be able to tell
his story far better than I—those eight years distance between the two of us makes a huge difference in what I know!  I am including
a photograph of Fred taken in December 2014 which you may want to use with the article.  (His Brunswick News obituary, if you are
able to find it, was very simple.)  I’ll send Judy the SMA website address so that she has an idea of what to include in the article.

Once again, we are most grateful for our time with you last week.  It meant so much to me to be able to honor my brother’s memory
with our visit to the special place which had formed and shaped him in “truth, duty and honor.”

Thank you so very much,
Virginia (Ginny) Griffin Martin Continued on page 9

Some “SMA Cadets” visited Page Kable in April.
L-R: Bill Bissett, Tom Phillips, David Shipula,
Robert Parrino, Jay Nedry, & Robert Norton.

From: Cadet C/SGM Lonergan
June 6, 2015

Dear Mr. William Bissett

I wanted to spend the time to really thank you for the
scholarship presented to me. Where I come from, we never
had a lot of money for an education. Because of you, I am
able to continue on this path to commission into the Marine
Corps and graduate from Mary Baldwin. Words cannot
describe how grateful I am.

 Very Respectfully,
C/SGM Lonergan

taps
He was known for his great sense of humor, love of

books and classical music. He was interested in a variety of
subjects including: history, religion, economics, politics and
sociology, and was a frequent visitor to the Nashua Public
Library. His love of music was also eclectic and included
everything from jazz, big bands, musicals, to classical music.
He was particularly fond of the works of Mozart.

Frank is survived by his loving wife, Grace (Cavanagh)
Bolen, to whom he was married for 55 years; his three
daughters, Rosemary (Bolen) Daly, Loretta Bolen, and Janine
(Bolen) Kerouac; his son, Thomas Bolen; his brother-in-law,
Paul Cavanagh and his wife Natalie; two sons-in-law, Deacon
James P. Daly and Stephen J. Kerouac; and his three
grandchildren, Benjamin and Linsey Kerouac, and Raecliffe
Daly. He was predeceased by his youngest son, David P.
Bolen

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Inspire
Support Group, Post Office Box 117, Nashua, NH 03061 or
to St. Joseph Adult Day Health Center, 460 Amherst St.,

Nashua, NH 03063.

Edward B. Burwell, SMA ‘45
Edward B. Burwell, 85,

passed away February 13,
2013.  He was born in
Clifton Forge, VA, grew up
in Low Moor and
Covington, VA and retired
from Norfolk Southern
Railroad as Executive Vice President
after serving 38 years. He had
previously served as President of
Southern Railroad for 3 years. He
went to Staunton Military
Academy, graduated from VMI,

Class of 1950B, was an Army Veteran of the Korean Conflict,
and later attended Harvard Business School. He also enjoyed
golfing, hunting and fishing.

He is survived by his loving wife of 37 years, Betty M.
Burwell; along with 2 step-daughters, Wynne Cottrell and husband
Jim of Boone, NC, and Lori Augustoni and husband Michael of
Atlanta, GA; step-son, Cary Bradley and wife Marilyn of Atlanta,
GA; 2 sisters, Eleanor Hodgson and husband Tom of Yorktown,
VA, and Caroline Brown of Smithfield, NC; 4 grandchildren; 1
great-grandchild; niece, Caroline Smith of Hayes, VA; 2 nephews,
David Hodgson of Virginia Beach, VA, and Robbie Brown of
Smithfield, NC; and 3 grand nieces.   Memorial donations may
be made to the Boy’s Home, 414 Boy’s Home Road, Covington,

VA 24426.

Italo A.Cosentino, SMA ‘54
Italo A. Cosentino (“Cos”), age

79 of Huntingdon Valley, PA, passed
away on June 25, 2015. He was the
devoted husband of Nancy
Cosentino (née Deininger) and was
the son of the late Michele J.
Cosentino and Adelina Cosentino
(née Gasbarro). Cos was born in
Seneca Falls, NY, attended
Mynderse Academy and then
graduated from Staunton
Military Academy in 1954.
While at Staunton Military

Academy, he excelled in academic and athletic pursuits,
including Varsity Football, Varsity Basketball and
Track.  Cos attended college at Virginia Military Institute
(VMI), and he was a proud member of the Sigma Nu
Fraternity and the American Society of Civil Engineers.  He
continued to play football and track at VMI while maintaining

his status as a Distinguished Student, and
Distinguished Military Student.  He graduated in
1958 from VMI with a degree in Civil Engineering.

Upon graduation he was stationed as a Second
Lieutenant at Fort Sill, OK and as a First Lieutenant
at Fort Dix, NJ in the US Army Reserve.
Thereafter, he served in both the New York and
Pennsylvania National Guard.  After attending the
Wharton Graduate School, he worked as a Sales
Manager for Corning Glass. Cos then relocated

the family to Huntingdon Valley, PA and embarked on the
next phase of his career as an entrepreneur.  As an
entrepreneur his ventures ranged from sales of air
conditioning and heating units to outdoor furniture and hearth
products.

For well over twenty-five years, Cos owned and operated
Seasons Hearth & Patio, Inc. in Ivyland, PA. Cos had a
very strong work ethic, and he was known for his drive,
dedication and design expertise.  He enjoyed his work and
thought of his customers and employees as his friends.

In his spare time, Cos loved playing golf and enjoyed
family gatherings at Huntingdon Valley Country Club, where
he was a member for over thirty three years.  He was an
avid gardener and loved watching sports, traveling, and
boating and fishing at the Jersey Shore.  Above all, Cos was
deeply devoted to his wife and family, and his greatest joy
was to spend time together.

Cos is survived by his wife Nancy, three daughters Tracy
Caruso, Suzanne Woodington, and Melissa Winter, and five

Continued on next page

Cadet Burwell in 1945

Cadet Cosentino in 1954



— 7 ——22—

Memorial Wall cont.

Continued on next page

4. Selection Criteria. All candidates must satisfy at least one of the basic qualifying selection criteria of having some
connection to either the Staunton Military Academy (SMA) or the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL)
Program as defined by these three categories:

ALUMNUS (SMA or VWIL)
FACULTY/STAFF (SMA,VWIL or SMAAA staff)
FRIEND OF SMA/VWIL

LIVING LEGENDS – Those people who have been designated as SMA “Living Legends” will, upon their death,  be
automatically considered as nominees for the Memorial Wall and be voted on by the Committee at its earliest
convenience.

5. Evaluation Criteria. The following criteria will be used in evaluating the list of candidates eligible to be honored with a
memorial plaque purchased by either the SMAAA or VWIL Program:

CONTRIBUTIONS

To school, community, state, country and/or humanity

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Degree individual achieved noteworthy success in chosen profession or in life

TRUTH, DUTY and HONOR

Degree to which individual exemplified core these values

A standard form/format, which will be determined by the Chair of The Committee, will be utilized by The Committee to
facilitate the evaluation and ranking process of each candidate against the criteria listed above. The Chair of The
Committee will take all reasonable action necessary to ensure continuity in the selection process from year to year.

6. Funding. Funding for individual memorial plaques will be provided as follows:

SMAAA – SMA candidates selected and approved will be funded by the SMAAA.

VWIL – VWIL candidates selected and approved will be funded by the VWIL Program (note – in some cases, the
SMAAA may fund all or partial cost of a VWIL candidate)

Private – Privately funded plaques may be nominated outside of the normal three plaques per year limit. However,
the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee is responsible for reviewing and approving all privately funded memorial plaque
entries prior to submission to the SMAAA board for final approval. Privately funded plaque candidates must satisfy
the same basic selection criteria as outlined in paragraph 4; however, the satisfaction of the evaluation criteria outlined
in paragraph 5 will not be as stringent. If such nomination is approved, the cost for a privately funded plaque will be
$5,000.

7. Standardization. All SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall plaques will be of the same standard size, material and wording font.  A
consistent standard for form and fit of memorial plaques on the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall must be maintained. The
standards specified for all individual memorial wall plaques are:

Size: Width (horizontal) = 12 inches x Height (vertical) = 10 inches
Material: Bronze with black background; double border; star rosettes in each corner
Text: Raised letters; Font – Arial (or similar)

The only exception for standardization will occur when someone who already is named on another plaque on the exterior
of the museum – in that case the existing plaque can be rededicated.

For more information online go to: http://www.sma-alumni.org/memwall.htm

taps
grandchildren: Lauren Caruso, Amanda
Caruso, Melanie Woodington, Tyler
Woodington, and Chase Winter. In lieu
of flowers, memorial contributions may
be sent in his honor to the Abramson
Cancer Center of the University of
Pennsylvania Attn: Penn Medicine
Development, 3535 Market Street, Suite

750, Philadelphia, PA 19104-3309.

Fred Griffin, SMA ‘57
Fred Benson Griffin, age 76,

passed away peacefully June 25,
2014, at the home he loved at the
Dover Bluff Club, Waverly, Georgia.
Fred is survived by his wife of 53 years,
Judy Griffin, a son Fred J. Griffin
(Brenda), a grandson Daniel
Griffin and a granddaughter
Erin Griffin, all of Brunswick,
Georgia, also a sister Virginia
G. Martin (Thomas) of

Williamsburg, Virginia.
Fred was born April 18, 1938, in Waycross,

Georgia to the late Fred and Sibyl Williamson
Griffin. His younger years were spent in California
where the family lived until 1968, returning to St.
Simons Island, Georgia. He attended SMA from
September 1953 through graduation in January 1957.
Throughout his life he was an accomplished carpenter—
teaching his skills at Brunswick High
School, and a local business owner of
Griffin Bike and Mower and Atlantic
Bike Shop—businesses now owned
and operated by, respectively, his son
and grandson.

Fred was a friend and mentor to
many.

Written by his wife, Judy Griffin and submitted by
his sister, Ginny Martin.

Garland Douglas Haddock, SMA
Instructor and Headmaster (’51 – ’66)

HADDOCK, Garland Douglas, 96,
of Richmond, died July 5, 2015 at his
residence, Lakewood Manor Baptist
Retirement Community. He is
survived by several cousins.

Mr. Haddock was a graduate of the
University of Richmond and received
a Master of Arts degree from the
University of Richmond and a Master
of Education from the University of
Cincinnati. He took special classes at
Richmond Professional Institute (now
VCU), Washington University (St.

Louis) and the University of Edinburgh. He was a member
of Phi Delta Kappa education fraternity and Sigma Alpha
Epsilon social fraternity.

Mr. Haddock was a U.S. Army veteran of World War
II. He taught briefly in Hopewell and Richmond
schools before and after World War II. Mr.
Haddock served as instructor and headmaster
at Staunton Military Academy from 1951 to
1966. He was a disability examiner and a
vocational specialist for the Commonwealth of
Virginia from 1967 to 1982. A
graveside service was held at
11 a.m. Monday, July 13, in
Riverview Cemetery. In lieu
of flowers, contributions may

be made to the Lakewood Manor
Endowment Fund, 1900 Lauderdale Dr.,
Richmond, Va. 23238 or the School of
Professional and Continuing Studies at
the University of Richmond, University
of Richmond, Va. 23173.

Joe Allen Hamon, SMA PG ‘64
Joe Allen Hamon, 71, of Calvin,

W.Va., passed away on Thursday,
May 7, 2015, in the CAMC-Memorial
Division Hospital at Charleston. Born
May 5, 1944, at Calvin, he was a son
of the late Hubert Lee and Opal Ann
Mullens Hamon. He was also
preceded in death by a brother,
Harold Eugene Hamon; and a sister,
Patricia Hamon Dotson.

Italo A. Cosentino

Cadet Griffin in 1957

Fred Griffin in 2014

Headmaster Haddock
in ‘66

Garland Haddock

Cadet Joe Hamon
in 1963
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Memorial Wall
November 1 is Deadline for Memorial Wall Nominations

By Tom Phillips, SMA ‘74

As fall approaches, SMA alumni are encouraged to consider a nomination to the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall. In addition to paying
tribute by remembering and honoring all those SMA alumni, faculty and staff who made the ultimate sacrifice in a major war,  The
Memorial Wall also serves to recognize and honor those SMA /VWIL alumni, faculty and staff or others associated with SMA/VWIL
that have been nominated and selected for a memorial plaque.

“It is an honor in itself for someone to be nominated to the Memorial Wall – and it is a high hurdle to be approved by the nominating
committee and then recommended to the SMAAA board of directors,” said Tom Phillips ’74, a board member and chair of the Museum
Committee and the Memorial  Wall Nominating Committee.

The board-approved policy and procedures are printed below. Copies of past nominations are available at the SMA alumni office.
To be considered for placement on the Memorial Wall at the 2015 reunion (17-19 April), nominations must be received in the SMA

alumni office by November 1st, 2015.

SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall
Plaque Nomination Policy and Procedures

1. Purpose. The purpose of this document is to outline the policy and procedures concerning the eligibility criteria, nomination and
approval process, and standards associated with the installation of individual memorial plaques on the Staunton Military
Academy-Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (SMA-VWIL) Memorial Wall, which honors deceased alumni/alumnae,
faculty, staff and friends of SMA-VWIL.

2. Membership. The SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall Nominating Committee ( “The Committee”) will be appointed by the SMA
Alumni Association president and will be managed by the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee (“ The Committee”) and may be
comprised of the following up to seven voting members:

Chairman (SMA Alumni Association (SMAAA) Board Member)
SMAAA Board Members (3)
Commandant, VWIL Program
VWIL Cadets (Up to 2, can be either alumnae or enrolled)

Association members may participate in the memorial plaque candidate nomination and information gathering aspects required to
support this process; however, only the seven committee members identified above may “vote” on the final top three selections.

3. Candidate Nominations. Each calendar year, The Committee is responsible for nominating not more than three (3) eligible
candidates to the SMAAA Board of Directors for purchase and installation of memorial plaques on the Memorial Wall.

Nominations must be made in accordance with a schedule that permits the procurement and installation of the plaques to be
completed not less than two weeks prior to the annual SMA Alumni Reunion weekend. This includes development, review
and approval of text.

Nominations fitting the basic qualifying selection criteria outlined in paragraph 4 must be submitted for consideration by
November 1 for the following calendar year to The Committee.

If a nominee is not selected for induction, that person’s name will be reconsidered for up to three years, at which time that
person will be dropped from further consideration..

The SMA Alumni Association will maintain a historical listing of purchased memorial plaques.

Continued on page 7

He was a Baptist, a retired coal miner, and was an All-
State Football Player for Nicholas County High School.  He
attended Staunton Military Academy as a Post Graduate
in the ’63-’64 school year.

Survivors include his wife, Shirley Elefritz Hamon;
children, Kelly Lee Hamon McLaughlin and her husband,
Greg of Gassaway and Travis Ryan Hamon and his wife,
Tavia of Summersville; siblings, Bonnie Ritchie, John Andy
Hamon, Belinda Sue Sattler, and Rick Hamon; eight
grandchildren, Chase, Cody, Quin, Seth, Ryder, Lily, Haley,
and Collin.
Editor’s Note: Sent to us by his friend and quarterback

at SMA, Jim Mollohan, SMA ’64.

Raymond G. Larroca, SMA ‘46
RAYMOND G. LARROCA Passed away on Sunday,

October 6, 2014 after a long illness.
Mr. Larroca was born in San Juan,
Puerto Rico in 1930, the son of Elsa
Morales and Raymond Gil
Larroca. He moved to New
York City in the 1930s and
came to the DC area prior
to World War II.  He
attended The Bullis School
and Staunton Military
Academy for high school
and was a graduate of
Georgetown University

College (1952) and Georgetown Law School (1957).
He enlisted in 1948 and served honorably overseas during
the Korean War as a 2nd Lieutenant in the United States
Army. After serving in the Army, Mr. Larroca went on to
become a Partner at the law firm of Kirkland and Ellis. In
1967, he joined Herbert J. Miller and John J. Cassidy to form
Miller, Cassidy, Larroca & Lewin, a premier boutique litigation
law firm. He had a distinguished career representing clients
in criminal and regulatory investigations regarding charges
here and abroad. He pioneered the defense of multinational
parallel criminal investigations. Mr. Larroca represented
many notable clients, including former-
President Richard Nixon and the
Senate of the Commonwealth Puerto
Rico. He joined the law firm of Baker,
Botts as a Partner in 2000. He married
Barbara Strand in 1952 and is survived
by five children, Denise Sheehan
(John), Gail, Raymond (Meleah), Mark,
and Jeffrey (Shannon) - seven

grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.

Emory H. Lucy, SMA ‘55
Few families are any more

entrenched and well known in the
pallet industry than the Lucy family in
Virginia. So, we were sad to hear that
Emory Lucy, former owner of
Brunswick Box Company, a well-
known pallet manufacturer and owner
of Z-Best, Inc., a trucking company,
passed away recently.

I remember when I first started
working with the pallet industry in
early 1977. I enjoyed meeting eleven
Virginia based company owners in
that April, including Emory Lucy of

Brunswick Box. In those days Brunswick and Abell Lumber,
both in the Lawrenceville area of Southern Virginia, were
owned by brothers. The two companies were some of the
early companies to mechanize their pallet production.
Together they serviced many large government contracts.

They were building 40,000 to 50,000 pallets a week
when there were few companies in the country of
their size.

Since about 2000 John Clary, a long-time
employee of Brunswick Box, managed the pallet
company while Emory focused most of his attention
on Z-Best and the trucking industry.

Certainly one of the most interesting facets of
the pallet industry has been its unique group of
company owners and their management styles.
Emory Lucy and his brother J.C. were two of the

most memorable to me. Emory made decisions quickly and
decisively. He was a bright man who was known for
following through on his promises. He held strong beliefs.
He served his community in a variety of ways including being
chairman of the board for Brunswick County. And while he
could be a tough business man, he could be a very pleasant
person to talk with. I always enjoyed the opportunities I had
to interact with Emory and respected him for his strengths.

Emory was preceded in death by his parents, John
Cleveland Lucy and Murtis L. Lucy, two sisters Edith
Plumber and Jane Rash and a brother J.C. Lucy Jr. He is
survived by his wife of 56 years Virginia Waitt Pharr Lucy,
and four children Heath Lucy Jr, Gay Clary, Mark Lucy,
and Daven Lucy, who is carrying through with the family
tradition of being in the pallet business.

In lieu of flowers, the family is asking for memorial
contributions to be made to the Masonic Home of Virginia,
P.O. Box 7866, Henrico, Virginia.

Editor’s note.  This tribute to Emory was originally posted

online by the staff of palletenterprise.com on 4/1/2014.

Cadet Larroca in 1946

Raymond G. Larroca

Cadet Lucy in 1955
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Face-to-face Board Meeting rescheduled

and relocated to Staunton.
The date and location of the SMA Alumni

Association Board of Directors face-to-face fall meeting
has been changed from October 3rd in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida to September 26th at the SMA Museum in
Staunton, Virginia.

Deadline for the December - 2015 issue
of the Kablegram-Leader

We plan to publish the December-2015 issue of
the Kablegram-Leader before the Christmas holidays in
December.  The deadline for contributions is November
15th. Please send pictures with your articles.

VWIL CALENDAR IN THIS ISSUE
This year is the 20th anniversary of the VWIL

program at Mary Baldwin College.  If you would like to
attend any of their planned activities this year, take a look
at the VWIL 20th Anniversary Events 2015-2016 calendar
(in the VWIL section).

Three new officers and two new members
on the SMAAA Board of Directors.

On September 1st, three new officers took
possession of their new offices. Tom Davis, class of ’62,
is our new President, Robert “Bob” Parrino, class of ’75
is our new Vice President, and Ed Smith, class of ’76, is
our new Treasurer. Al Rossy, class of ’74, continues as
our Secretary. Two new members joined our board:
Eugene “Gene” Ehmann, class of ’74, and Dr. Floyd
Ostrom, class of ’62. Welcome to the board!

SMA Cadet Newspapers Now Online
by Greg Robertson, SMA ‘74

The SMA cadet newspapers from 1894 through 1975 are now online. The completion of
this portion of the SMA Legacy Project is thanks to the efforts of the SMAAA Board of Directors,
Brocky Nicely of the SMA-VWIL Museum, and Gregory Robertson of the SMA History Project.

Some of the early newspapers were scanned by the SMA History Project, but the majority,
including the Kablegrams from 1919 through 1975, were scanned under contract with Creekside
Digital of Glen Arm, MD. The portion of the newspapers scanned by Creekside Digital are word
searchable. All of the newspapers are downloadable.

To access these newspapers, go to the SMA History Project Website at
www.smahistory.com, and hover your cursor over the “Cadet Newspapers” tab in the left hand
menu. This will open up a submenu displaying links to the different sets of newspapers. To do
word searching on an individual issue, follow the instructions on the separate school session
pages.

The project is still working to fill in the missing issues from several years. A recent donation
to the SMA-VWIL Museum has filled in some of the gaps in the early years of the Academy, but
many of the issues from the last years of the Academy are still missing. If anyone has any of the
issues from the 1971 – 1972,  1974 – 1975 & 1975 – 1976 school years, please contact/email
either Brocky Nicely at the SMA-VWIL Museum (800-627-5806, email: brocky1@ntelos.net) or
Gregory Robertson at the SMA History Project (575-313-0232, email: gregory@smahistory.com).

Peter T. “Pete” Mullin, SMA ‘63
Peter Thomas Mullin, age 71,

passed away in Grand Junction,
Colorado, on May 23, 2015.

Pete was born on January 11,
1944, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
to John and Antoinette Mullin. He
grew up in Greensburg,
Pennsylvania, where he attended
and graduated from St. Xavier
private school in Latrobe,
Pennsylvania. For high school,
Pete attended Staunton Military
Academy in Staunton, Virginia. He

graduated in 1963 as a 2nd lieutenant. For college, Pete
ventured west and went to the College of Emporia in
Emporia, Kansas. He graduated in 1967 with a degree
in Business Administration.

Pete married Theresa “Tess” Pearson
Mullin in June of 1967, in Elizabeth City, North
Carolina. They had two children, Matthew John
Mullin (Jeanine) and Jennifer Marie Mullin
Garcia (Marc Garcia), both living in Grand
Junction. Pete has three grandchildren,
Katelynn Elizabeth McKitrick, Landen John
Mullin, and Matthias Mullin, all of Grand
Junction. Pete has two step-granddaughters
also of Grand Junction, Angelica Huff-Mullin
Thibodeau (Josh) and Ashlun Huff-Mullin and two step-
granddaughters, Meriah Garcia and Megan Garcia of
Montrose, Colorado.

Pete is survived by two sisters, Sarah Denis (Greg)
of Sagamore Hills, Ohio, and Mary Cox (William) of
Alton, Illinois. He has one living brother, Joseph Mullin
(Michelle) of Latrobe, Pennsylvania.

After Pete’s marriage in 1967, he and Tess moved to
Kansas City, Kansas and Pete worked for Jewel Tea
Company. In 1968,
they moved to Denver,
Colorado and Pete
went to work for
General Mills, Inc. as
a Sales Representative.
In December of 1970,
the company moved
Pete and his family to
Grand Junction. He
retired in 2002 after 34
years of service with
General Mills. After

retirement, Pete worked at Sam’s Club as a food demo
representative for ten years. He enjoyed his job because
he loved going out and meeting people and talking to
everyone about everything.

Pete loved the western slope of Colorado because of
the outdoor activities. His favorite things were hiking,
especially with his dogs, Truffles, Sophie, and Gabby,

fishing, and restoring classic cars.

Jesse E. Trow, Jr., SMA ‘49
Jesse E. Trow Jr., of Bow, passed

away Saturday, May 30, 2015, at the
age of 84, at CRVNA Hospice House.
He was born to Jesse E. Trow Sr. and
Phyllis A. Raymond Trow in Lowell,

Mass. on May 25, 1931. He
grew up in Amherst where
he attended Amherst schools
through his sophomore year.
His junior and senior
years were completed at
Staunton Military
Academy, Staunton, Va.
from which he graduated
in 1949.

Jess had a work history of military and civilian positions
throughout his career which complemented each other. He
enlisted in the Army during the Korean War and was trained
as a Combat Medic and Neuropsychiatric Technician.

Jesse and Evanell Sturgeon were married June 19, 1954,
and enjoyed the nomadic Army life, while raising a young
family before settling in Concord in 1962. On his return to
civilian life, he earned his BA degree at the University of
NH, 1960, and accepted a commission as Army 2nd Lt. He
was assigned to the 1st Battle Group 22nd Infantry, 4th
Division, Fort Lewis, Washington, as a medical platoon leader.
He saw missions to Germany and the Philippines. He retired
as a Lt. Colonel Medical Service Corp USAR. He earned
the Army Meritorious Medal.

Jess was employed by the State of New Hampshire as a
consultant in the field of Alcohol and Drug Abuse until he
received a Public Health Grant to attend the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, where he earned his MPH Degree
from the School of Public Health in 1965. In 1965 he was
appointed Executive Director of the Program on Alcohol and
Drug Abuse. After 10 years in that position, he was hired as
Executive Director of the Lakes Region Community Health

Cadet Mullin in 1963.

Cadet Trow in 1949.

Peter Thomas Mullin
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Each member of the group contributed something to
the party. I had somehow secured a fifth of Rum as my
contribution. Along with a six pack of Cokes, my destiny
was sealed. Remember, I had never really had any alcohol
before, outside of what I already mentioned, and this was
to be my baptism of fire.

As the party in our room was going intensely, a knock
came upon the door. It was the night manager with tales of
complaints about the noise and told us to quiet down. When
he counted five people in the room, he said that since only
four people were registered, one of us would have to leave.

I, being the gracious person that I was, and still am (and
also perhaps the drunkest of the group), volunteered to
leave. Much to the surprise of the manager and my cohorts
in crime, I crawled out the window and dropped down into
the parking lot. The next several hours are bits and flashes
of memories of stumbling down the beach and the main
street. I do remember crawling into the back seat of
somebody’s car to sleep, though I know it was not mine or
any of my friends. Why I did not get arrested that night is a
mystery to me.

I awoke the next day before the owner of the car
discovered me and began to roam the early morning streets
in search of my friends and a hangover cure. My first
hangover was a dreadful one. No, dreadful is too nice of a
word. It was BAD! It was so bad that I never touched
another drop of Rum for over 35 years. The next time Rum
touched my lips was during the first cruise my wife and I
took in 2007. It was hidden deep inside one of those fruity
drinks with the little umbrellas that the servers around the
pool push at you. I didn’t even realize there was alcohol in
it until the servers came around again and my wife asked
him what was in the drink. But, the taboo has now been
lifted and I can now drink Rum mixed with OJ or other
citrus juices. The only thing I still can not bring near my
mouth is Rum & Coke. My survival instincts kick in anytime
even the thought of one of those enters my mind.

Back to the beach. I wandered into a restaurant and
asked to use their bathroom, but the manger told me no and
ordered me out. I told him that I would throw up in the
bushes in front of the restaurant then. Being a man of my
word, I proceeded to do just that. I continued down the
main drag of Virginia Beach with no real destination in mind.
Actually, I was so hung-over I had no idea where I was or
where the motel was.

I went into another restaurant and ordered a cup of
coffee. This quickly proved to be the wrong thing to do. In
retrospect, the scene must have looked comical. I left my

seat at the counter holding my finger to my lips as though
that would stop what was about to happen. My eyes raced
around the room looking for an escape that would have the
least amount of damage to the establishment. The waitress
dragged me quickly to the restroom and got my head over
the toilet before I lost it.

This waitress, though I never got her name, took pity
on me for some reason and helped me out. I am guessing
that she had seen many a drunken kid before, as she seemed
to know what to do. She gave me a cup of tea and some
toast. I was at least able to hold that down. She then wrote
a note to the desk clerk of the motel across the street asking
him to let me rest on a couch for a while. Whoever that
angel in a waitress uniform was, I hope she won the lottery
sometime later and retired rich and happy.

After a little rest, I continued my walk up the boardwalk
searching for my former classmates. Once again, the memory
of this part of the journey is fuzzy and full of holes. Somehow,
I did find them and remember falling asleep fully dressed on
a blanket on the beach. When I awoke, I decided that I
needed to get into the water and move around a little.

I had not brought a bathing suit with me but I had
brought a pair of my old SMA fatigue pants with plans to
cut off the legs. One of my classmates offered to help me so
I changed into the fatigue pants and stood on the sidewalk.
He knelt next to me and used a bayonet he had secured
from somewhere to perform the operation.

 He was slashing away quite accurately and had yet to
draw blood. Perhaps his partying the night before had not
reached the level mine had. Only he knows, certainly not
me. Anyway, while we were engaged in this activity, an old
man walked by and muttered “despicable, despicable”.

My friend stopped his slashing motions on my pants,
raised the bayonet towards the old man, and said something
to the effect of, “Hey, you want to come back here and say
that?”

I looked down at him and said, “Leave him alone. We
are despicable.”

My friend looked up at me, shrugged his shoulders, and
returned to his slashing of my pants. After he finished, I made
it into the ocean and began to recover.

We left the beach late that afternoon and went back to
my parents’ house. My friends all spent the night and departed
toward their individual homes the next day. It would be 20
years before I would see them all again, but the memory of
them and that weekend stayed with me. So did the haunting
specter of Rum & Coke.

Agency in Laconia for several years. His last position was
with the NH Job Training Council as a Regional Manager,
retiring from the council in 1994.

He was one of the original founders of the New England
Institute on Alcohol Studies. He is a Fellow in the American
Public health Association. He is also a life member of the
Military Officers Association of America, a life member of
the Mont Vernon Historical Society, a member of Acicia
Fraternity and the American Legion Post 21 in Concord.

He leaves Evanell (Evie), his spouse of 60 years; his
daughter, Vicky Trow Warren, of Bow; his son, Dale Trow
and wife, Lori, of Glendale, Calif.; his son, Terence Trow,

MD and his wife, Cathy of
Newtown, Conn.; his daughter,
Darcy Trow Prouty and husband,
Peter of Concord. He also leaves
his six grandchildren, Jessica
marquis of Pembroke, Tiana Trow
of Spokane, Wash., Tessa Trow also
of Spokane, Wash.,
Grant Trow Prouty and
Sarah Faith Prouty of
Concord; his step-
grandson, Colby Olson
of Newtown, Conn.; and

great-grandson, Ryder Urguidi of Spokane, Wash.
He leaves a sister, Gail Lennan Morf and her
husband, Paul of Bedford; and a niece, Jennifer
Alexis of Bedford. Jesse was predeceased by
his father, his mother and a sister, Virginia who

died as a toddler in a drowning accident.

Richard Childs Weckler, SMA ‘52
Richard Childs Weckler, 81,

died at home of metastatic lung
cancer with his loving wife by his
side on Nov. 13, 2014.

Dick was born in March of
1933 in the town of Thomaston,
Conn., to the late Arthur and
Charlotte Weckler. He was
preceded in death by his two
cousins, whom he considered his
younger sisters: Susan S. Fair and
Dinnie S. Buhl.

Upon graduation from
Staunton Military Academy in Virginia in 1952, he joined
the Army during the Korean War and was stationed in Puerto
Rico with the infantry unit. Upon his discharge from the
service in 1962, he attended the University of Bridgeport, in
Connecticut, majoring in industrial design. He then returned

to Puerto Rico where he lived for another 10 years
before permanently moving to Cape Cod.
Dick’s passion in life was his love of history and art.
He was well known for his research of maritime
history and shipwrecks.
He is survived by his wife of 38 years, Allene (Yates)
Weckler, as well as by close family members: The
Walsh, Yates, Curtis, Calisi, Givens, Kallas, Fair,
Thibeault and Buhl families and his beloved cats.
Dick and Allie wish to thank his close friends, VNA
Hospice, Cape Cod Hospital Oncology & Radiation

Dept. and his Piccadilly “Family” for their steadfast support
and comfort over the past year.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in his memory may be
made to the New England Society for Abandoned Animals

(NESAA), P.O. Box 1041, Osterville, MA 02655.

Jesse E. Trow, Jr.

Cadet Weckler in 1952

Please
Pay your dues!
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

Continued on page 4

3) What interaction do you have with other military museums in the area?
“I talk with VMI (Virginia Military Institute), FMS (Fishburne Military School), AMA (Augusta Military Academy) and
the 116th Infantry Regiment (The unit’s heritage goes back to “Stonewall’s Brigade” – the museum is in Verona). I also
have talked with Notre Dame.”

4) How many items are catalogued in our museum?
“Thousands.”

5) What do you think is the most unique item in the museum?
“The flagpole ball (that was on top of the flagpole on Flagpole Hill – has lots of bullet holes). And a 1957 class ring that
a flight attendant sent us – her father found the ring in Amsterdam … and a 1911 scrapbook.”

6) What do we have the most of in the museum?
“Uniforms.” (Arlene answered this one. For all fabric
items donated to the museum, they go into “insect
isolation,” which means ten days to two weeks in a trash
can with mothballs; then they’re taken out on a Friday
and aired out over the weekend.)

7) What’s the biggest challenge being curator?
“Keeping track of everything.”

8) What’s the most rewarding thing?
“Watching the guys come through the door (into the
museum). Men in their 70s become 16 again, their eyes
want to take it all in. Visits that were supposed to last 15
minutes turn into two hours. Arlene and I are lucky. We
get to see it every day … it’s just a neat experience.”

And we – the Old Boys – are lucky to have them.

Life as a Cadet - After Graduation

After four years of rules and regulations, I can safely
bet that I was not the only cadet who wanted to cut loose
after graduation. I had tried to be a model cadet for those
four years with the few demerits I received coming more
from laziness (improper bed making, shoes not spit-shined,
buttons not polished correctly, etc.) than from willfully
breaking the rules. I had never had any alcoholic beverages
while a cadet outside of an occasional small glass of Crème
de Menthe from my mother when she would visit and the
communal wine on High Sundays at Church. I had never
gone AWOL and always studied at my desk on the
required nights. I was a party ready to bust loose. My
wild side smoldered just beneath the surface during the
precision and polish of that final Graduation Parade.

When the final release from those years of strict
schedules and regulations came that Sunday in June, I felt
the need to explore this new found freedom. Several of
my fellow graduates and I hatched a plan to test our new
found freedom at Virginia Beach for a graduation bash.
We met at my parent’s house in Richmond and traveled
together to this transition from cadets to party animals.
Checking into a motel on the beach, we got a room on
the second floor. As a money-saving measure, we only
registered four of us whereas there were really five. We
spent the rest of the day on the beach amongst the other
recently graduated scholars (both male and female), off-
duty sailors from the nearby Naval Base, and assorted
other youth looking for good times.  As night fell, we began
to party in earnest.

SMA’s curator, Brocky Nicely ’65, talks about two
of his favorite swords in the museum collection.

By Gregory P Robertson
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QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:
_____ Blue: L-XL (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ... $10.00
_____ Gray: L-3X (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield ...................... $75.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $35.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $40.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold .................. $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
   Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope .. $3.00
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................... $13.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................... $15.00
    $71.00 and above .................................................................. $17.00

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review

reflections from the hill

At last April’s reunion, Bill
Bissett and Tom Phillips stated that
when the new fiscal year began on
September 1, 2015, they did not
wish to remain as officers of the
organization.  They wished to
remain on the Board, but felt that
their time had come to pass the
torch.  Both Bill and Tom have been
stalwarts and should be recognized
for the wonderful job that they have
done these past few years.  I am
not sure how it happened, but I will

be your President for the next year.  When I graduated in 1962,
no one would have voted me the most likely to be President of
the Association.  But I accept the challenge.

The youngest alum of SMA is about 57 years of age.  Most
of us are older, some much older.  Therefore, our most important
challenges are how we preserve what we had, and how do we
make a difference to the future.

The Board has been exploring many avenues toward
preserving our heritage.  I can say that what we once had will
be preserved.

The more difficult question is how we make a difference in
the future.  We have developed a relationship with VWIL.  This
occurred when their cadets contacted us to learn more about
SMA.  They felt that their program was an extension of ours.
As I have met many of these ladies, I have been impressed with
the quality of the Corps.  They have clearly not accepted the
easiest path to a degree.  These young women join the VWIL
program to learn leadership skills in addition to their majors.  A
large percentage accepts their commissions into the armed forces
upon graduation.  For those that have not met any of these cadets,
you will be impressed when you do.  There have been years
when the program struggled to get and keep new recruits, but I
counted 51 freshmen in this year’s VWIL class.

Under the leadership of Pamela Fox, Mary Baldwin
University (its new designation) has taken bold steps to grow
and improve the quality of the University.  I recently learned
from VWIL Commandant General Terry Djuric that she has been
charged by President Fox to strengthen the VWIL band.  SMA
always had very strong bands that obtained recognition wherever
they performed.  A strong marching band will get a lot of attention
as time passes.  Many of you old band guys will want to consider
a donation to our scholarship fund and designate the funds as
support for the VWIL band.

Again, I am honored to serve as your President this year.
Please feel free to contact me with your suggestions as to how
we make the Association even stronger.

TDH
Tom Davis, ‘62

Tom Davis



When it comes to running the SMA Alumni Office and caring
for the SMA-VWIL museum, the Old Boys are very fortunate indeed
to have one of their own as the museum curator – and his wife as the
office manager. As outgoing alumni president Bill Bissett ’74 wrote,
“They are the heart and soul of our museum and our day-to-day
lives in Staunton.”

Brocky (SMA Class of ’65) and Arlene Nicely have been
involved with the museum and alumni office since 2001 and 2002,
respectively, but their ties to SMA go back to their high school days.
Originally from Lexington where they lived on the same street, they
were high school sweethearts who endured a two-year “distance
relationship” while Brocky attended SMA. He proposed to her on
Flagpole Hill in 1968, then got drafted and served two years in the
Army as a military policeman in Germany, came home, and they
were “married in a fever,” as Arlene said. The rest, as they say, is
history. Long-time residents of Staunton and retired from positions
at Robert E. Lee High
School, they were in the
right place at the right time
when the SMA Alumni
Association was in need.

What follows is a Q&A
with Brocky conducted at the SMA museum on July 28th.

1) So what about your experience as a cadet at SMA?
“I spent two years at SMA (living in South Barracks). I didn’t have a religious
experience.”

2) What’s a typical day for you at the museum?
“Well, we come in and put out the guidons (flags). Everything is catalogued
and numbered – there’s still a backlog. The collections and displays (inside
the museum) come first. And Thursday is clean up day. We also take care of
the VWIL items – briefs, folders, uniforms.” (The displays are important to
Brocky; he wants people to be able to look at something new each time they
visit.)
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The dynamic duo, Arlene and Brocky Nicely
in the SMA-VWIL museum.


