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Captain Joe’s life after he came to SMA is well known by
many of those who attended the academy between 1919 and 1960.
His skill as an army mess officer soon won him that job at Staunton.
During the peak years of WW II, his mess fed 600 students three
meals a day, when food was rationed, and some things were
difficult to find.  He arrived at his “Cage” office in the Mess Hall
Commissary around 6:30 each morning to supervise breakfast
preparation and left after dinner at around 7:30 at night.  He had
the respect of the 40 black food service workers he supervised.
Of these, he often mentioned Chick, Lanky, Larry, and Podney.
Chick was his head waiter, Lanky and Larry ran his commissary
cage office, and Podney was a jack-of-all-trades.

Mess hall discipline at SMA was a mixed bag at best.  Put
600 hungry young boys in one room, and you could have
problems.  Flipping
butter pads at other
cadets and the ceiling
sometimes happened.
For free meals, the
faculty ate at certain
tables to preserve

decorum.  Some were good disciplinarians, and some were not.  The faculty who
ate in the mess hall sat at one table, but supervised three others.  Some came to
Captain Joe to ask his help with an unruly cadet they were unable to control.  Joe
decided early in his career as mess officer that he would walk through dining
room at meal time.  He felt his presence had a calming influence on everyone
including the waiters and “chiefs”.  When he saw unbecoming conduct, he would
walk up behind the cadet and place a hand firmly on the cadet’s shoulder and say
“See me after the meal”.  In his cage office, Joe gave a brief talk on what was and
was not acceptable conduct in his dining room.  He rarely had to repeat it.  He
never put a cadet on report; it wasn’t his way.

Boxing at SMA began and ended with Captain Joe.  He recruited a boxing
team and coached it until boxing was abolished by the school in 1946.  Because
boxing in high school was uncommon, it was difficult to find other high school

The Life and Times of Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Taylor
(Part 2 of 2)

By Joseph Taylor, Jr., SMA ‘46

Col. Joseph Taylor in the dedication of the 1947 Shrapnel.
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $10.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(2)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $35.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $40.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold .................. $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.
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$____________
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$____________Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review

reflections from the hill

By Bill Bissett,
President SMA Alumni Association

Hello again, fellow Alumni
 

We are rapidly running into the
fall, and I for one am not looking
forward to the cold again. The next
reunion is coming into range; so
please… everyone preregister for the
reunion weekend in April this coming

year. It makes it so much easier for all of us (especially Arlene)
to plan on the meals and events for the weekend.

Also, please pay your dues on time; it helps keep the lights
on. We are looking forward to having some interaction with our
fellow Military School brothers at AMA this year. We have both
scheduled our reunion weekends for the same weekend, and we
have set up a few events where we can get together. There is a
golf outing on Friday morning, a dance band at the clock tower
Friday night and a skeet shoot Saturday afternoon. We are looking
for a few good men to hold up our winning tradition to compete
with our AMA brothers on the golf course and at the range and
bring home another winning story for the dinner table Saturday
night.

Stuart Hall is also going to have their reunion that weekend,
and I am sure they will be at the dance Friday night at the Clock
Tower downtown. The number of alumni that are coming back
on Thursday night is increasing every year. Most of the board
started coming back early years ago because of our early meetings
Friday morning, but in the last few years a lot of alumni are
showing up Thursday, because it gives us a little more time to see
our brother classmates and interact without being on a schedule.

Please, all of you that like to Golf, make plans to meet us in
Staunton Thursday night and get signed up for the golf outing
Friday morning. I would be golfing with you except I have the
board meeting Friday at the same time in the morning. Having
the reunion in April should provide us with better weather for all
of our outdoor events, and we all know how nice the spring is in
the Shenandoah Valley.

I want to thank everyone who has helped fund our future in
the legacy campaign and especially Peter Birckhead, who has
been working hard to get the information out to potential donors.
Thank you all for your support. I want to mention to all of you
also, that you will not be prospected or bothered about donations
reunion weekend. I think everyone knows what is set up and I
also understand that we are there to have fun and trade war
stories and not get beat to death about money. I am looking
forward to seeing all of you in the spring, so plan on being in
Staunton in April 2015. See you there.
  
Truth, Duty, Honor,
Bill Bissett
President, SMAAA
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

Continued on page 4

Continued...

teams to arrange competitive meets.  SMA would
usually go out of state to find competition, and often
matches were with freshman college teams, not high
school teams.  Captain Joe’s teams fought the University
of Virginia and the University of Michigan freshman
teams and the West Point Plebe team.  Some of his
boxers went to college and fought on some the same
teams they had competed against.

Joe was often asked who was the best boxer he
ever coached.  Generally, he was reluctant to answer,
saying he had many great fighters, and it was difficult
to pick one.  But those who talked boxing with him
noticed that he often mentioned Joe Bunser.  Bunser
was certainly one of the best.  He went on from
Staunton to box in college, and later coached boxing
and became a referee.  Boxers know that you make
eye contact with your opponent when a fight begins
and try to keep it throughout the fight.  Small eye
movements often betray a planned punch.  Captain Joe
was often heard to say at practice: “Look them in the
eye”.  Looking Joe Bunser in the eye was an experience
you never forgot.  His eyes were different color, one
brown and the other blue.

Captain Joe lived just below flag-pole-hill and
enjoyed a brisk walk up the hill to work at 6:30 each
morning and a leisurely walk home each evening about
7:30.  His hours were long, but he always had time to
talk with the many who stopped in to see him.  After
lunch, his office was a place to gather until afternoon

SMA boxing team in 1924.
Captain Joe is on the top left.

drill began.  As the years passed, he grew less able to
walk up the hill.  Both his knees had been operated on
in his youth to repair football injuries.  In the 1950’s,
he had a standing order with Booker Meyers, a local
taxi driver, to take him to the commissary each
morning.  For their entire lives, neither Joe nor Clara
ever drove a car.

Captain Joe loved horses all of his life.  In his youth
in the cavalry, he rode regularly.  But the horse-less
carriage, in the form of the automobile, replaced the
horse in the 1930’s.  In his later years at SMA, once or
twice a year, he would get 4 or 5 friends to share
expenses and hire Booker Meyers and his taxi to drive
them to the nearest racetrack in Charleston, West
Virginia.  (Once they went as far as the Kentucky
Derby.)  He loved watching beautiful thoroughbred
horses run.  He always returned to Staunton relaxed
and jubilant about his experience.

Captain Joe and Clara each had a dog.  Their names
were Jigs and Laddy.  The two dogs were quite
different, but got along well.  Clara’s Laddy was older,
a little fat, and slow moving.  Jigs was lean and fast, a
screw-tail Bulldog. He was friendly to people, but every
inch a fighter.  Jigs would walk up the hill to work
with Joe in the morning, leave him at the Commissary
door, and head home for breakfast, chasing an
occasional rabbit or squirrel.  When Jigs came to SMA,
there was another dog on the hill named Sox, a white
bulldog with four black feet.  Sox belonged to Colonel
Russell, the Superintendent, and lived in Russell house
on the top of Flag Pole Hill.  He was twice Jigs’ size
and weight, but older and slower.  When the two met
one morning on the Asphalt, Jigs never hesitated.  It
was a short fight, because Captain Joe was there to
separate them with the help of some cadets.  Jigs was
taken to the commissary, where a taxi was called, and
he was sent home.  This ended Jigs’ walks to work
with Captain Joe.  For the next few years, he was
confined to the house until Joe was out of sight.

Joe retired from active army service in 1939.  He
remained retired for two years until WW II began on
December 7, 1941.  Shortly after the war began, he
was recalled to active duty and assigned to the Panama
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DAVID ALLEN LLOYD, SMA ‘55

“Tex” Lloyd was born on
November 9, 1936, in
Sapulpa, OK, to Ray A. Lloyd
and Vivian K. Simms and
entered Staunton Military
Academy (SMA) as a senior
in the fall of 1954 from
Gladewater, TX.  He was a
formidable fullback on the
Hilltoppers’ varsity football
team and also put the shot on
the track team — over 50 feet.
After graduating from SMA in
1955, he started his college career at Texas Tech, and
then transferred to the University of Georgia where he
lettered in football in 1957-58.  He was drafted in the
fourth round of the 1959 NFL Draft and signed with the
Cleveland Browns while still in college. He explained
that it was a hard decision to leave the University of
Georgia.  “I was pleased with Georgia, and I liked it
very much in Athens.  I gave Georgia the best
I had, and they did the same for me.  My reason
can be summed up briefly… a wife and three
children to support.”  He went on to have a
great 12-year pro-football career.   He played
linebacker for the Cleveland Browns (1959 – 61),
the Detroit Lions (1962), and the Philadelphia
Eagles (1963 – 70) [one of the oldest living
players in 1970].  He also played in the 1970
Pro Bowl earning the All Stars Special Golden
Helmet Award.

After retiring from football, he owned and operated
Action Construction Co. in Longview for many years,

later moving to
Gladewater where he was
a past member of the
Gladewater Chamber of
Commerce, a promoter of
the Gladewater
Community and a
member of the Football
Letterman’s Club,
contributing to the NFL
Alumni Charity Golf
Classic Series Petroleum
and Oil Tournaments over
the years. In addition, he
was a member of the

Canal Zone to take command of the military police.  At
55, he was too old for combat, but was looking forward
to being back in the service.  However, it was not to be.

Staunton’s Superintendent and Commandant called
Washington and visited the Pentagon to have Joe’s duty
station switched back to SMA.  Joe resisted, but his friend
General Patch advised him to stay at SMA.  Patch told
him: “Stay where you are Taylor.  We’re going to need a
lot of well-trained young men before this war is over.
You’ll serve your country best at Staunton turning boys
into men.”  So Joe spent the war years teaching Military
Science and Tactics and running the Mess at Staunton.
During the war, many a cadet wearing olive drab stopped
in to see Joe in his commissary office to talk about their
war experiences over a cup of coffee.  After the war, in
1946, he retired from the army for the last time with the
rank of Lieutenant Colonel.  He had been in and out of
the army four times during his life, with a total of 40
years of active military service.

Joe and Clara had one son, Joe Jr.  Clara had lost two
other children in childbirth; so Joe Jr. led a protected life
until he entered SMA as a freshman.  For years later, in
1946, he graduated a cadet officer and co-captain of his
father’s last boxing team.  His father wanted him to attend
West Point, but WW II was over, and his interests lay
elsewhere.  Joe Jr. graduated from The University of
Virginia in Chemical Engineering and later earned an
MBA from The University of Michigan.  In 1955, he
entered the Navy and served four years on active duty
and six in the ready reserves.  He left the Navy a
Lieutenant, a rank equivalent to that his father held for so
many years.  His father was disappointed he did not go
to West Point, but was proud of his accomplishments
and was heard to say years later: “Maybe it was all for
the best.”

Captain Joe ran a small personal loan service for
cadets at SMA.  It began to fill a need.  The SMA finance
office was a place where money was deposited by a
cadet’s parents for him to draw when needed.  However,
it closed at noon on Saturday, just before cadets had leave
to go to town.  Some didn’t plan ahead, but needed money
for a date or show, and some had overspent their monthly
allowance as month end neared.  Captain Joe would loan

cadets small sums to tide them over until money arrived.
He kept a note book in his commissary office with the
cadet’s name, company, barracks, and amount loaned.
When they repaid him, he scratched the entry out.  At
times, he had close to $400 on loan in sums of $5 to $20.
He almost never lost any money.  Over the years, word
got around about his loan service.  As finals approached,
some cadet officers would voluntarily take the notebook
and remind any cadets with an outstanding balance to
pay up.

SMA had many dances.  Young girls from nearby
Stuart  Hall, Fairfax Hall, and Mary Baldwin College
were invited.  The school superintendent or commandant
or both and their wives attended as chaperons.  It was
customary for each cadet to introduce his date to the
chaperons at some time during the evening.  One day,
Captain Joe was asked to chaperon a dance.  Although
he always arranged for the dance refreshments, he had
never attended a dance.  Clara was a rather shy person
and preferred to remain in the background, but this one
time they went.  That night, Captain Joe in his dress
uniform and Clara in a long gown met their son and his
date as they passed through the receiving line.

Each year, the Corps of Cadets dedicated its yearbook,
The Shrapnel, to a faculty member.  Captain Joe had
yearbooks dedicated to him three times – 1932, 1939,
and 1947.  It would have been more, but he declined to
be considered saying too many dedications were
inappropriate.  SMA was truly fortunate to have so many
fine, dedicated teachers: Brice, Bodie, Brown, Dey,

Duggan, Howie,
James, Moody, Pence,
Pitcher, and Webb.
All could be found in
Captain Joe’s
commissary talking
over a cup of coffee.
They were all his
friends.

After boxing was
abolished, Joe still
went to the boxing
exercise area each

Continued on page 5

Cadet Joseph Taylor, Jr.  SMA ‘46

Gladewater Lions Club, a member of the Gladewater
Hunting and Fishing Club, and a former member
Gladewater Country Club.

David Allen Lloyd died on August 9, 2014, in
Gladewater, TX, at 77 years old, a lifetime member of
the First Baptist Church of Gladewater..

Longview News-Journal - Published 08/09/14;
oldestlivingprofootball.com; and projects.news-
journal.com/obituaries/2014/aug/12. Edits by Kelly
McGavock, SMA ’59

John P. Swagler, SMA ‘52

John P. Swagler, 79, of
Seville, passed away Friday,
January 10, 2014 at Altercare
of Wadsworth. He was born
April 18, 1934 in Seville, to
Paul and Ada (Eby) Swagler.

He attended Seville
School and graduated from
Staunton Military Academy

in 1952. Associated
with his father in the
family’s plumbing and
heating business for many years, John was also an
over-the-road trucker and retired from Virmurco.
Passionate about Allis Chalmers, he took pleasure
in retirement in repairing farm machinery and
restoring old tractors. John was a long time member
of the Lions Club.

John married Kathleen (Miller) Swagler on
June 16, 1956, and she survives along with daughters,
Christine (Jim) Sullivan of Cuyahoga Falls and Cheryl
(Marshall) Brown of Greenville,
South Carolina; beloved
grandchildren, Lexie Swagler,
Bonnie and Travis Brown; and a
brother, Jack Swagler of Lebanon.

He was preceded in death by
his parents; and a sister, Joan
Jarvis. In lieu of flowers,
contributions may be made to
Seville-Guilford Fire and EMS,
100 W. Greenwich Rd., Seville,
OH 44273 or to the charity of the
donor’s choice.

Published in The Medina-Gazette on January 13, 2014.

Cadet Lloyd in 1955.

Cadet Swagler in 1952.

John P. Swagler
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survived by his wife, Betty Jean Gwatney Gauss; sons,
Gustav Edward Gauss III (Kim) and Harry Dean Gauss
(Liza); daughter-in-law, Kay Gauss; daughters, Beth Rose
Caudle, Amy Rose Morris and Mary Margaret Rose
Radford (Daryl); stepson, Bert Rose (Ramona);
grandchildren, Megan Hill, Robert Gauss (Nancy), Anna
Marshall Gauss Wilson (Charles),
Mary Riddick Gauss Stallworth
(William), Anna Wooten Gauss,
Johanna Gauss, Jack Gauss,
Mary Glenn Rose Dinger
(Brandon), Ali Pearson, Caroline
Rose, Vance Morris and Thomas
and Joseph Radford; great-
grandchildren, Maysie and
George Hill and Cannon, Grayson
and Raleigh Dinger; aunt and
uncle, Betty and David Carruth;
and cousins, Steven Carruth and
Sharon Filmer.

In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 1527,
Wilson, NC 27894.

GEOFFREY PETERSON HALL, SMA ‘’65

Geoffrey Peterson Hall, 66, of Atlanta, GA
passed away on November 4th, 2013 after a long
battle with cancer. Geoff was born in Detroit, Michigan on

December 8, 1946 to the late
Milton Hotine Hall and Svea Ann
Peterson Hall. He grew up in
Shaker Heights, Ohio and
graduated from Staunton
Military Academy in 1965. He
received a B.S. in Business at
Miami University (Ohio) in 1969,
where he pledged Sigma Chi
Fraternity.

He married the love of his life,
Betty Hinton Bass, of Columbia,

MO in 1974 and lived in Atlanta, where they raised their
three children. Geoff began his career with Merrill Lynch in
1971 and subsequently went to work for The First Boston
Corporation in 1976 for 24 years. He became the Manager
of the Atlanta office and retired in 2000 as a Managing
Director of what became Credit Suisse/First Boston. After
retiring from CS/First Boston, he opened his own firm,

Summer Capital Management, where he continued to
pursue his interests in the financial markets. He served in
the National Guard from 1970 to 1977 and was a Cub
Scout and Webelos Leader 1992-1995.

Retirement opened up a whole new world for Geoff
and Betty, traveling to new places such as Europe, as well
as their favorite old haunts, the Keeneland Race Track in
Lexington, KY, Tortola, BVI, Anna Maria Island, FL, The
Florida Keys and Daufuskie Island, SC. Geoff was known
for his ebullient personality, his story telling, his sense of
humor, his selflessness, and his enthusiasm for life and
convertibles. He was “everyone’s biggest cheerleader.”
He never met a stranger. Geoff was a giver, an entertainer,
and a friend to all. Truly, he was unforgettable. Geoff was
an avid sports fan who enjoyed horse racing, deep sea
fishing, scuba diving, football and baseball. He loved
gardening, but most of all, spending time at the beach with
his family.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Mr. & Mrs.
Milton Hotine Hall Jr. and his younger brother, Stuart

Stevens Hall. He is survived by his wife, Betty Bass
Hall, three children, Svea Ann Hall, Geoffrey
Peterson Hall Jr. (Beverly), and Bettina Hall
Johnson (Austin), and granddaughter, Madeleine
Ligon Hall, as well as his loyal “Forest” (the
Dachshund). Geoff was a longtime member of The
Cathedral of St. Philip in Atlanta, GA.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations
to be made to The Winship Cancer Institute of
Emory University in memory of Geoffrey P. Hall.
Funds will go to the

Head & Neck Cancer
Research Dept. in memory of
Geoffrey P. Hall (1762
Clifton Rd. Suite 1400
Atlanta, Ga. 30322, (404)
7 7 8 - 5 1 7 5 ,
www.winshipcancer.emory.edu/
support). Or, donations can
also be made to The
Cathedral of St. Philip in
memory of Geoffrey P. Hall
(2744 Peachtree Road
Atlanta, Georgia 30305).

Published in The Atlanta Journal-Constitution from
Nov. 7 to Nov. 8, 2013

Continued from page 4

afternoon to work out.  Gradually, he moved to the
locker room area with its shower room and small
exercise area under the Memorial Hall Gym stairs.
There, he exercised by himself for an hour or two each
day until his death in 1960.  The old janitor, Jim, saw
that his sweat clothes were regularly washed and laid
out, as he had done for boxing teams for over 20 years.
Joe believed and was often heard to say: “To be in good
health for all of your life, don’t smoke, drink only in
moderation, and exercise regularly; more when you’re
young, less when you’re old, but always feel you’ve
had a good workout.”  As he left the commissary one
day to exercise, Harry Dey was heard to say: “Someday,
Joe, we will have to carry you out of that exercise
room.”  But they never did.

Lt. Colonel Taylor remained at SMA running the
mess for the next fifteen years until his death in 1960.
He was feeling his age at 74, had two minor strokes,
and was planning to retire at the end of the school year.
During May finals, he felt tired in the afternoon and
went home to rest before the evening meal.  He was
found dead by his bed at four in the afternoon by his
wife of 53 years, Clara.  He had died quickly of an
aneurysm which burst inside his chest.  He never retired
from SMA; he died on the job.  He made first the army
and then SMA his life.  He served each for 40 years; it
wasn’t meant for him to retire.

His funeral was held at the Staunton Episcopal
Church on Main Street.  His wife, son, and the faculty
and Corps of Cadets were in attendance to say farewell
to a dear friend and a dedicated soldier.  The next day,
he was laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery in a
grave midway between the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier and President John F. Kennedy’s Eternal Flame.
His wife and son walked behind the un-mounted Cavalry
horse that followed his casket to the grave site.  The
horse, with cavalry boot turned backwards in the stirrups,
was led by a trooper, an old cavalry tradition.  Joe had
lived and died a cavalry officer, and that’s the way he
wanted it.

In 1961, the graduating class placed a plaque with
this message at the Mess Hall entrance: “In memory of
Joseph Taylor, Lieutenant Colonel, Army of the United
States, Retired.  Coach and Mess Officer, 1919 – 1960

and devoted friend to a legion of cadets.   He taught
boys to be men.”

This dedication appeared in the 1947 Shrapnel: “To
a man of sterling character and high ideals; to a man
who has given of himself tirelessly and unstintingly to
both country and friends; to a man who always has
exemplified and always will exemplify loyalty to a host
of such friends; to a man whose superb character and
outstanding physical prowess cannot be measured in
mere words; to a man who will live forever in the hearts
and memories of thousands of devoted boys; to this
man the 1947 Shrapnel is respectfully dedicated…
Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Taylor - - our own Captain
Joe.

In his book, “The Conscience of a Conservative”,
Barry Goldwater, Brigadier General, Senator from
Arizona, former candidate for President of the United
States, and former SMA cadet, listed Joe Taylor as one
of the three men who most influenced his life during
his formative years.  After Joe’s death, Senator
Goldwater said he sent his sons to SMA; so they could
get to know men like Joe Taylor.

Captain Joe came from a time when people sat on
their front porch on warm summer nights and told stories
about their lives.  Most of what you have read is based
on the stories he told to his family and friends on his
front porch at 237 Sycamore Street below Flag Pole
Hill.

Joe Taylor, Jr., SMA Class of 1946

Cadet Gauss in 1950.

Cadet Hall in 1965
Geoffrey Peterson Hall
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Gustav Edward Gauss, SMA ‘50

Gustav Edward Gauss Jr.,
82, of Wilson, died Monday,
July 7, 2014. Eddie was a
graduate of Staunton
Military Academy where he
played tennis and basketball
and was part of the
Drum and Bugle
Corps. He graduated
from the University of
North Carolina,

Chapel Hill in 1954 with a BS in business and
was a member of Zeta Psi fraternity and the United
States Air Force ROTC. He served as a
Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force as a procurement
officer from 1954 to 1957. He was a sales

manager for Litton Industries from 1957 to 1959 and then
joined his father at the G.E. Gauss Company until retirement
in 1995. He was the founder of Office Services Unlimited
and co-founder of Action Temporaries.

Eddie was involved in many community organizations
and boards in Wilson County, serving two terms on the
Wilson City Council and several boards in Carteret County.
He was a former member of the Wilson Jaycees and co-

chairman of the Wilson County Heart Association,
member of the Elks Club and a Paul Harris Fellow
in the Rotary Club. He served as Senior and Junior
Warden at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church for
multiple terms. He served as a Boy Scout leader
at St. Timothy’s.

Eddie was preceded in death by his parents,
Vera Euler Gauss and Gustav Edward Gauss Sr.;
and his son, John Christopher Gauss. He is

Continued on page 28

Gustav Edward Gauss

From the SMA History Project.
More of Captain Kable’s early teaching career has been uncovered by the SMA History Project. The August 21st, 1866 issue of the

Staunton Spectator has an advertisement for a Classical School in Fancy Hill, Virginia, that lists W. H. Kable as an associate principal.
Fancy Hill was a small farming community located about 9 miles south of Lexington, Virginia.

The body of the advertisement goes on to say: “The associate principal, Captain W. H. Kable, is a Christian gentleman, highly
recommended for scholarly attainments and success in teaching – he has graduated from most of the schools of the University of
Virginia – has been engaged for five years in teaching and designs to make it his permanent profession.”

Chapter 2 of the History of SMA will be modified to reflect this new information.

Editor’s Note.  Courtesy of Greg Roberson, SMA ’70, our SMA Historian.

Deadline for the December Kablegram.
We plan to publish the winter issue of the Kablegram-Leader in December.  The deadline for contributions is November 20th.

Please send pictures!

History of SMA: The Buildings and Grounds.
Our SMA historian, Greg Robertson, SMA ’70, has delivered the next chapter of the SMA History, titled “Buildings and

Grounds of Staunton Military Academy”.  There is so much information in this chapter that we have split it into three parts.  Part
1 (1884 to 1905) is printed in this issue.  The second part (1906 – 1919) will be presented in the December, 2014 issue of the
Kablegram-Leader, and the third part (1920 – 1976) will appear in the February, 2015 issue.

SMA History Project

The SMA History Project has begun work on Chapter 11, “The Corps”, of the School’s History. Since a yearbook for 1976
was never published, little photographic examples of the final year of the Academy are available to the researchers.

The SMA History Project is asking anyone with  pictures of life at the Academy during that last year to please scan them (300
dpi, grayscale or 24 bit color) and email them to Greg Robertson at smahistory@hotmail.com. Pictures of the sports teams, the
companies, the senior class, the officers, the Corps on line on the asphalt or the parade ground, the final parades, and the
graduation ceremonies in the gym are especially wanted. A picture of the senior class throwing their caps into the air after being
dismissed at the end of graduation would be great.

Please contact Greg Robertson at smahistory@hotmail.com for further information.

RITES OF PASSAGE, a young adult book about
the first female cadet at a previously all-boy military
academy, comes out in September 2014 from
HarperCollins. Author Joy N. Hensley completed her
Rook year at Norwich University in 1999-2000. On
September 13th, 2pm-4pm, Ms. Hensley launched her
book at Staunton Military Academy and VWIL
Museum.

About the book:
Sam McKenna’s never turned down a dare. And

she’s not going to start with the last one her brother
gave her before he died.

So Sam joins the first-ever class of girls at the
prestigious Denmark Military Academy. She’s expecting push-
ups and long runs, rope climbing and mud-crawling. As a
military brat, she can handle an obstacle course just as well
as the boys. She’s even expecting the hostility she gets from
some of the cadets who don’t think girls belong there.

As Sam struggles to prove herself, she discovers
that some of the boys don’t just want her gone—
they will stop at nothing to drive her out. When their
petty threats turn to brutal hazing, bleeding into every
corner of her life, she realizes they are not acting
alone. A decades-old secret society is alive and
active… and determined to force her out. At any
cost.

Now time’s running short. Sam must decide who
she can trust...and choosing the wrong person could
have deadly consequences.

About the Author:  
Joy N. Hensley is a middle school writing

teacher. Once upon a time, she went to a military school on
a dare. She lives in Virginia with her husband and two children,
finding as many ways as she can to never do another push-
up again. RITES OF PASSAGE is her debut novel. Ms.
Hensley lives a stone’s throw from Virginia Military Institute.

Author Launches Novel at SMA Museum
VWIL        NEWS

“nULLs Class of 2018 Meet Your Cadre” “Summer Orientation at the Rock - July 2014”

“Summer Orientation at the Rock - June 2014” “VWIL Color Guard at the nULL
Induction Parade - August 2014”
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Special Order No. 1
WHO:  All Cadets
WHERE:  Ft. Lauderdale Beach, Florida
DATES:  Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, October 17-19, 2014
TO WIT:  The board members are having their face-to-face board meeting in Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida.  Along with the board meeting, we will be having three days
of fun and music (Woodstock reference).

Specifically:
Friday night: dinner and music at Café del Mar.
Saturday morning: board meeting, afterwards (your choice) half-day fishing, golf, hanging out at the pool, or
sightseeing on the Waterway Taxi.
Saturday night: dinner out and/or clubbing at the Blue Martini.
Sunday: travel or (your choice) lunch at Shooters or other local sightseeing.  There is a lot to see within
walking distance of the hotel.

If you care to join us, we would love to have you.  We will be staying at the Marriott Beach Place Towers.  It’s only a cab
ride from the airport to the hotel, and just about all the attractions are within walking distance.  So, you may not require a rental car.
The Watertaxi is a great sightseeing opportunity and gets you to plenty of places—shopping, sightseeing, etc.  Restaurants are
within a block or so of the hotel.  The Bahia Mar hotel offers great views of many yachts, half-day fishing, and wave runner
rentals are also right there at the hotel.

It’s a great time to make new memories with good old friends!  If you need more details, email me at
alrossyinvestigations@yahoo.com. (Al Rossy, SMA ’74).

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT COMMITTEE

Updated 8-15-14

By Peter Birckhead ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net • 713-819-1980

As many of you know from reading prior issues of the Kablegram-Leader, the SMAAA has established the Legacy
Fund Project Committee.  As Chair of the Committee, I mentioned in the May 2013 story that I would provide routine updates
on the progress of our committee with every issue of the Kablegram-Leader. Since we started this initiative the following has
been accomplished by the committee and your association board:

I A GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION HAS BEEN SET AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

The Legacy Fund Project Committee has set a Goal to raise $1.5 million in order to provide the necessary principal
(invested) amount of money to yield a return sufficient to carry out its mission to support the Staunton Military Academy
Alumni Association in perpetuity and to support scholarship recipients or organizations, such as the Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Program, which exhibit the core values of “Truth, Duty, and Honor”.

UPDATE – at the time of this writing we have raised over $440,000 since beginning the current Legacy Fund Gift Giving Campaign started
last September 2013. This is a combination of $61,100 in cash, $62,800 in cash commitments to be paid over the next 5 years, $125,000 in
a Life Insurance Death Benefit and $192,000 in an IRA beneficiary death benefit designation.  Thanks to all of you that have made a
donation or future donation commitment!!

As a result of cash contributions over the past 12 months to the Legacy Fund combined with beginning balances on
deposit we now have well over $300,000 invested in mutual funds in the stock market.

Remember when considering a donation to the Legacy Fund no amount is too small. We have donations from a little as $10 to a much as
$50,000!

VWIL        NEWS

“1st Platoon Led by Cadet Captain Nguyen ’15" “2LT Harrison ’13, CPT Langston ’09
and MAJ Durbin ’02"

 “Cadet Captain Barron ’15"

“Cadet Captain Kimberly Denny ’15 at Ft Knox KY” “Cadet SGM Lonergan ’16 (on left)
at MCB Quantico VA”

 “Cadet SGT Munn ’16 (on left)” “Cadets Hunt ’16, DeBaun ’17,
Stewart ’16 raise the flag”

“Cadets raise the first flag at MBC’s College of
Health Sciences”

“nULLs Class of 2018 prepare to Meet Your Cadre”
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II The Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association Partners with Harris Connect to Produce a New SMA
Alumni Directory

SMA Old Boys change emails, jobs and locations so often that it is hard for our alumni association to keep up with everyone.
As a result, your alumni association has contracted with Harris Connect, a leading publisher of alumni directories throughout the U.S.,
to update contact information on all of our alumni around the world so that they can keep up-to-date on alumni news, activities and
future reunions. Harris Connect will also help produce a beautiful hardcover and softcover publication that will allow SMA alumni to
find their old school buddies for personal reconnecting and professional networking.

Simultaneously with this effort with Harris Connect, several SMA alumni, led by Ed Smith, SMA ’76, from the last four
decades will be reaching out to members of their class by phone, email, Facebook, and/or snail mail to help with verification of contact
information and re-building of their class year data base.

UPDATE – over 400 alumni ordered and received 2014 SMA Alumni Directories. For those of you that would still like to purchase
a copy we have a few copies still for sale in the cadet store for $100 each.

III NEW SMAAA FUNDING BINS CREATED AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

The 15 “funding bins” or ways for you to contribute to your association and its beneficiaries have been eliminated.  We now
have the following ways for you to support your alumni association and VWIL

1) SMAAA MEMBERSHIP FUND – your membership dues
2) SMAAA FOUNDATION LEGACY FUNDS

A. HERITAGE FUND – help ensure the memories, traditions and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity
B. TRUTH, DUTY AND HONOR FUND – support scholarship recipients and organizations, such as the VWIL
Program at MBC, that exemplify the core values of Truth, Duty and Honor

IV GIFT GIVING MARKETING MATERIALS AND FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN

Gift Giving Marketing Materials have been created and we are gearing up for a public announcement of our fund raising
efforts at next year’s upcoming annual reunion. Be on the look-out for more information about this coming to you soon

UPDATE -/Gift Giving Materials where mailed in late April so you should have received yours. If for some reason you did not
please contact  me with your email address or mailing address (if you don’t have an email address) I will get them to you right
away.

V YOUR PAST AND ALL FUTURE DONATIONS HAVE BEEN OR ARE NOW BEENING PROPERLY
INVESTED

Sid Huguenin, SMA ’73, with Morgan Stanley has been selected by the SMAAA Board to provide investment services for
the SMA Foundation Legacy Fund.  An Investment Policy has been written, An Investment Committee has been formed and
approximately $230,000 is being invested systematically now and over the next several months into the stock market.

Update – all funds are now invested in the stock market in what we believe to be a very well-balanced portfolio of mutual funds.
Periodic investments continue to be made as donation monies are collected.

If anyone has any questions or would like to help on the Legacy Fund Project Fund Raising Committee please contact me directly.
Thanks!

Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net
713-819-1980

VWIL        NEWS

As we begin the Academic Year
2014-15, I know you’ll be pleased
to hear we inducted 47 nULLs to the
VWIL Corps of Cadets.  And in just
12 months (August 2015), we’ll
celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the
first 42 VWIL cadets who had the
courage to lead the way in 1995.
Staunton Military Academy

graduates have been strong advocates of the VWIL Corps
of Cadets from Training Day 1.  We continue to benefit
from the rewarding relationship that our VWIL cadets
and alumnae have with Staunton Military Academy
graduates.  And, I’m committed to ensure VWIL traditions
remain strong as we grow the Corps of Cadets.

In November of last year, I conducted a thorough
review of the history of the VWIL program to include the
annual recruiting, retention, and graduation data in order
to grow the Corps.  My intent was to completely
understand the VWIL foundation and traditions while
establishing goals and objectives for 2015-2020 that
complement Mary Baldwin’s 2020 Strategic Plan.  In this
Kablegram article, we’ll take a look at two of those
traditions.

Tradition: nULLs live in freshmen dorms.  I
verified with VWIL alum that from 1995-2011, all nULLs
lived in freshmen dorms with cadet roommates.  This was
essential to the full integration of the Corps of Cadets on
the Mary Baldwin campus.  In fact, nULLs living in
freshmen dorms was captured as a core competency in
the documents filed with the U.S. Supreme Court in 1994,
“Freshmen VWIL students will room together and will be
housed in groups of no more than 10 in Freshmen halls to
facilitate the development of group identity while also
encouraging good relationships and friendships with other
Freshmen.”  After speaking with VWIL alumnae and
current cadets, there was a resounding response that
nULLs living with MBC freshmen made a positive impact
on their freshman year and helped establish lasting
friendships in addition to the Corps.  So, after three years
of nULLs living separate from MBC freshmen, this Fall

we’re returning to this successful tradition.  Corporals
(sophomores) will remain in Tullidge Residence Hall,
Sergeants (Juniors) and Officers (Seniors) continue to have
priority for living in Kable Residence Hall.

Tradition: First Captain serves for one year.   The
VWIL seniors, Class of 2015, are energized to lead the
Corps of Cadets in both the Regimental and Class Systems.
As you can imagine, there are unique stressors during the
senior year in college: preparing senior thesis, completing
degree requirements, preparing to commission, applying
for graduate school, writing resumes, interviewing for jobs,
studying for MCAT and GREs, completing the VWIL
Advanced Leadership Certificate, reminiscing with your
sister cadets, just to name a few.  In ROTC units across
America, the Cadet Commander changes after the fall
semester to afford more leadership opportunities and allow
cadets to balance their class, jobs, and sports load, while
in command.  When we completed the VWIL promotion
process in February 2014, we had two seniors tied for
1st Captain.  So I posed the question to the two seniors
to consider this successful ROTC model.  After discussing
with their classmates, we agreed to retain the tradition of
the 1st Captain serving both semesters their senior year.

In the next Kablegram, I’ll share details on the VWIL
goals and objectives for the next five years, and each fall
I’ll report our progress on each goal:

Recruit the right cadet

Retain 70% of our cadets into their second
year

Revalidate VWIL program requirements

Reach 90% job placement within 6 months of
graduation

Reduce operating costs to absorb the Corps
growth

In closing, please know how honored I am to follow
Dr. Brenda Bryant and General Mike Bissell as the second
Commandant of Cadets.  Thanks to so many SMA alum
for entrusting your legacy to VWIL.

VWIL Traditions Remain Strong!
By Terry Djuric, Brig Gen (retired),

VWIL Commandant of Cadets

Continued on page 26
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As fall approaches, SMA alumni are encouraged to consider whether they want to submit a nomination to the SMA-VWIL
Memorial Wall. In addition to paying tribute by remembering and honoring all those SMA alumni, faculty and staff who made the ultimate
sacrifice in a major war,  The Memorial Wall also serves to recognize and honor those SMA /VWIL alumni, faculty and staff or others
associated with SMA/VWIL that have been nominated and selected for a memorial plaque.

“A nomination to the Memorial Wall is an honor in itself, but it is a high hurdle to be approved by the nominating committee and
recommended to the SMAAA Board of Directors,” said Tom Phillips ’74, a board member and chair of the Museum Committee and the
Memorial Wall Nominating Committee.

The board-approved policy and procedures are printed below. Copies of past nominations are available at the SMA alumni office.
To be considered for placement on the Memorial Wall at the 2015 reunion (17-19 April), nominations must be received in the SMA

alumni office by November 1st, 2014.

SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall
Plaque Nomination Policy and Procedures

1. Purpose. The purpose of this document is to outline the policy and procedures concerning the eligibility criteria, nomination
and approval process, and standards associated with the installation of individual memorial plaques on the Staunton Military
Academy-Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (SMA-VWIL) Memorial Wall, which honors deceased alumni/alumnae,
faculty, staff and friends of SMA-VWIL.

2. Membership. The SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall Nominating Committee ( “The Committee”) will be appointed by the SMA
Alumni Association president and will be managed by the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee (“ The Committee”) and may be
comprised of the following up to seven voting members:

Chairman (SMA Alumni Association (SMAAA) Board Member)

SMAAA Board Members (3)

Commandant, VWIL Program

VWIL Cadets (Up to 2, can be either alumnae or enrolled)

Association members may participate in the memorial plaque candidate nomination and information gathering aspects required
to support this process; however, only the seven committee members identified above may “vote” on the final top three
selections.

3. Candidate Nominations. Each calendar year, The Committee is responsible for nominating not more than three (3) eligible
candidates to the SMAAA Board of Directors for purchase and installation of memorial plaques on the Memorial Wall.

Nominations must be made in accordance with a schedule that permits the procurement and installation of the plaques to
be completed not less than two weeks prior to the annual SMA Alumni Reunion weekend. This includes development,
review and approval of text.

Nominations fitting the basic qualifying selection criteria outlined in paragraph 4 must be submitted for consideration by
November 1 for the following calendar year to The Committee.

If a nominee is not selected for induction, that person’s name will be reconsidered for up to three years, at which time that
person will be dropped from further consideration..

The SMA Alumni Association will maintain a historical listing of purchased memorial plaques.

4. Selection Criteria. All candidates must satisfy at least one of the basic qualifying selection criteria of having some connection
to either the Staunton Military Academy (SMA) or the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Program as
defined by these three categories:

ALUMNUS (SMA or VWIL)

FACULTY/STAFF (SMA,VWIL or SMAAA staff)

FRIEND OF SMA/VWIL

LIVING LEGENDS – Those people who have been designated as SMA “Living Legends” will, upon their death,  be
automatically considered as nominees for the Memorial Wall and be voted on by the Committee at its earliest convenience.

Memorial Wall Nominations due to SMA Alumni Office by November 1st

A sixth toilet room was added to the third floor in
1923. Also in 1923, the walkway from the third floor
guardroom was removed, the doorway sealed up, and
the room converted into a cadet room.

The hillside to the east of the barracks was
landscaped in 1927 and the 10 foot retaining wall
removed to add ventilation and light to the lower floors.

In 1929 the concrete covering the Quadrangle was
removed and the old boilers taken out. The space was
converted into storage, and a trash burner was
installed. The quadrangle floor was reinstalled using
steel reinforced concrete in a black and red
checkerboard pattern. The trash burner was removed
sometime in the early 1960s.

South Barracks was torn down in 1979.

Cadet Laundry

After the devastating fire of November
1904, a one-story frame structure was erected
on the site of the first cadet barracks. No
information has been found as to what this
structure was originally used for, though most
likely it served as the cadet gym and armory.

After the South Barracks was completed,
this structure was rolled across the plaza to
the north end of the property. The western end
of this building was then outfitted as the cadet
laundry. The eastern end housed the school
carpenter shop and stables.

This building was torn down in 1918 to make way for North Barracks.

End of Buildings and Grounds, Part 1 (1884 to 1905).

Editor’s note:  Buildings and Grounds, Part 2 (1906 - 1919) will be in the December - 2014 issue of the Kablegram-
Leader, and Part 3 will be in the February - 2015 issue.

Buildings and Grounds of Staunton Military Academy, Part 1 (1884 to 1905)

Northeast corner of Barracks showing walkway
to third Gallery Guardroom circa 1912

Laundry Building, Northeast edge of Plaza circa 1910
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5. Evaluation Criteria. The following criteria will be used in evaluating the list of candidates eligible to be honored with a
memorial plaque purchased by either the SMAAA or VWIL Program:

CONTRIBUTIONS

To school, community, state, country and/or humanity

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Degree individual achieved noteworthy success in chosen profession or in life

TRUTH, DUTY and HONOR

Degree to which individual exemplified core these values

A standard form/format, which will be determined by the Chair of The Committee, will be utilized by The Committee to
facilitate the evaluation and ranking process of each candidate against the criteria listed above. The Chair of The Committee
will take all reasonable action necessary to ensure continuity in the selection process from year to year.

6. Funding. Funding for individual memorial plaques will be provided as follows:

SMAAA – SMA candidates selected and approved will be funded by the SMAAA.

VWIL – VWIL candidates selected and approved will be funded by the VWIL Program (note – in some cases, the
SMAAA may fund all or partial cost of a VWIL candidate)

Private – Privately funded plaques may be nominated outside of the normal three plaques per year limit. However, the SMA-
VWIL Museum Committee is responsible for reviewing and approving all privately funded memorial plaque entries prior to
submission to the SMAAA board for final approval. Privately funded plaque candidates must satisfy the same basic selection
criteria as outlined in paragraph 4; however, the satisfaction of the evaluation criteria outlined in paragraph 5 will not be as
stringent. If such nomination is approved, the cost for a privately funded plaque will be $5,000.

7. Standardization. All SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall plaques will be of the same standard size, material and wording font.  A
consistent standard for form and fit of memorial plaques on the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall must be maintained. The standards
specified for all individual memorial wall plaques are:

Size: Width (horizontal) = 12 inches x Height (vertical) = 10 inches

Material: Bronze with black background; double border; star rosettes in each corner

Text: Raised letters; Font – Arial (or similar)

The only exception for standardization will occur when someone who already is named on another plaque on the exterior
of the museum – in that case the existing plaque can be rededicated.

For more information online go to: http://www.sma-alumni.org/memwall.htm

Clemson’s Great Parking Ticket Scandal
by Gene Owens

Editor’s note:  Originally published in “Gene’s Column”.  Gene Owens is a nationally known, retired writer who
op-eds with major mainstream media in the south about southern culture and politics. This article is about one of
our own, Connie Mack Berry, SMA ’57.

Connie Mack Berry, Jr. rolled up some impressive statistics in football and basketball at Clemson
University between 1957 and 1960, but the statistic that dwarfs them all is the one that denied him a
degree from Clemson: a bill for $43,078.78 in campus parking tickets.

Cadet Berry in 1957 Continued on page 11
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dimensions of 170 feet by 145 feet. Inside, an open
quadrangle measuring 115 feet by 75 feet provided
room for all cadet formations. Covered walkways
on each floor surrounded the quadrangle with three
stairways providing access to all levels. A ten foot
retaining wall was located east of the building and
held back the hillside that was not yet owned by the
school.

The basement under the quadrangle contained
a 25 foot by 25 foot swimming pool graduated in
depth from 3 to 6 feet. Next to the swimming pool
was a bathing room housing thirty showerheads.
Separated by a block firewall from these cadet
amenities were three boilers. Two of these boilers
produced steam for the building heat and the third
produced hot water for the swimming pool, the
showers, and the bathroom sinks. The area of the basement north of the boiler room contained 3 laboratories and 5 classrooms.
The basement area to the west contained four large classrooms and a 2000 square foot gymnasium that saw double duty as a
dance hall. These rooms had large windows that brought in abundant light during the day. In total, there were 13 classrooms in
the basement.

The first floor had 25 cadet rooms with doors
opening onto the quadrangle, 4 classrooms, and
a 2,000 square foot study hall that doubled as
the school’s Assembly Hall. The second floor
contained 44 cadet rooms and a 1,600 square
foot classroom. The third floor contained 47
cadet rooms, a guardroom located in the
northeast corner, and the school library. The
guardroom had an exterior door opening onto a
suspended walkway that led to the upper plaza.

There were two toilet rooms on each of the
first and second floors and a single toilet room
on the third floor. Each toilet room had tiled walls
and terrazzo floors.

In 1913, with the construction of West
Barracks (later known as The Mess Hall), the

building’s designation was changed from The Barracks to South Barracks. Also in 1913, with the construction of the Natatorium
on the north edge of the property, the swimming pool was converted to a coal bin, and the showers relocated next to the toilet
rooms. The boiler used for the heating of the water for the showers and the swimming pool was moved to the new Natatorium.

In 1920, the Barracks heating and hot water system was connected to the new central plant and the boilers beneath the
quadrangle abandoned.

Cadet Corps formed in Quadrangle circa 1906

Gym Decorated for Military Hop circa 1912
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Continued from page 10

Clemson’s Great Parking Ticket Scandal

Berry, now living in Cary, North Carolina, says the
parking-ticket scandal is only one source of his notoriety
on the Clemson campus.  Another involves his exit from a
classroom via a third-floor window.  He did it to test his
Yankee psychiatry professor’s theory that pain was all in
your head, and you could jump out the window and land
without experiencing pain if you just put it out of your mind.

Berry went out the window, and moments later his
classmates saw him lying on the ground.  He slowly got up
and hollered, “It worked!” It worked, because he had
secretly tied a rope inside the window and rappelled to the
ground.  But he got A’s for the rest of the course.

Connie Mack Berry, Jr. assures me that all this is true,
and I have to believe him.  He bears a name that stands for
all that’s good and wholesome about athletics, a name borne
by two hall-of-famers who never heard of steroids.

One is Cornelius McGillicuddy, the original Connie
Mack, owner and one-time playing manager for the
Philadelphia Athletics.  Mack met Connie’s grandfather,
William Clinton Berry, during the 1920s, while the A’s were
barnstorming through the south.  Berry was a one-armed
third baseman who also managed a semi-pro team in South
Carolina.  He had stuck one arm into a cotton gin and pulled
out a stump.  He fielded by catching the ball in his glove,
tossing glove and ball into the air, then snatching the ball
with his bare hand.  He admired Connie Mack, and named
his son after him.

Connie Mack Berry became an athletic standout at
North Carolina State and later played on championship
teams in three professional sports: with baseball’s Chicago
Cubs, the National Football League’s Chicago Bears, and
the National Basketball Association’s Oshkosh All Stars.
He was inducted into the North Carolina Sports Hall of
Fame.

Connie Mack Berry, Jr. played end on offense and
defense for the upstart Clemson Tiger football team that
lost 7-6 to the national champions, Louisiana State University,
in the 1959 Sugar Bowl.  He was a team player on and off
the field, which partly accounts for his huge parking-ticket
debt.  As he tells it, his mother bought him a 1954 Chevrolet
to drive off to college in 1957.  Clemson was then an all-
male institution, and the closest source of coeds was a
nursing school in Anderson, some 15 miles away.  A car
was essential, and Clemson’s athletes treated Connie’s car
like community property.

“Everybody that played sports used it 24/7”, Berry said.
Sometimes, Connie wouldn’t see for weeks at a time.  The
borrowers usually would come to him for the keys.  But if

they couldn’t find him, they would jimmy their way in and
hot wire the ignition.  They parked wherever they wished
on campus, often in spaces reserved for faculty and staff.
“It would always be parked in somebody’s spot”, Connie
said.  All they could do was keep ticketing it.  And, of
course, nobody paid the tickets.

When Connie was ready to receive his degree, Dean
of Students Walter T. Cox called him into a conference
with R. C. Edwards, then the president of Clemson.  They
told him he would have to pay the four years of parking
fines before he could graduate.  Connie told them he didn’t
have $43,078.78 on him and didn’t know when he could
get it…

He reminded them that Coach Howard owed him a
great deal of funds for under-the-table services during his
time at Clemson, and that they could simply make it an in-
kind trade and forget the whole thing.  The invocation of
the name of Frank Howard, “the Bear Bryant of Clemson
football”, cut no ice with the academicians.  “No pay, no
degree”, they insisted.

On graduation day, Connie was handed a rolled-up piece
of paper that said a Degree will be given upon full payment
in cashier’s check.

Connie eventually landed in Marietta, Georgia, where
he learned that if you burned photographic negatives, the
film would go up in smoke but the silver in the emulsion
would remain, and you could sell it.  That led him into the
precious metals business, which became his main source
of income.

He hadn’t quit trying for that Clemson degree, though.
“My cousin, who is the lawyer of all of Clemson sports
problems said the other day that they would settle the affair
for 50 cents on the dollar”, Connie told me.  “That”, he
speculated, “would come to a net total of $1.95 million”,
allowing for compounded interest and inflation.  Connie
said he asked whether the University would accept a
personal check on a bank in Panama.  He hasn’t heard
back.

Connie Mack Berry, Jr. is a political adviser and
husband to Rachel Lee Hunter, who ran a strong race for
associate justice on the North Carolina State Supreme
Court.  He says she’s contemplating a race for chief justice
in 2006; so she can be the boss of the candidate who
defeated her. Unfortunately, her jurisdiction won’t extend
to Clemson Universiy, which lies safely south of the North
Carolina state line.  But who wants a degree, when it’s so
much fun to owe $1.9 million?

Buildings and Grounds of Staunton Military Academy, Part 1 (1884 to 1905)

Second Cadet Barracks

The Second Cadet Barracks was
completed in early October of 1904. Little
is known of this building or its location as
no pictures of it have ever been found. A
picture of the Corps of Cadets in a hollow
square formation on page 54 of the 1904
yearbook shows what appears to be a
foundation outline laid out in lime on the plaza
directly across from the Kable residence.
The only other information on the building is
in the newspaper reports of the November
21, 1904 fire that destroyed it. The article
describes the building as a great five-story
barracks. Since it burned so readily, it was
most likely a wood structure. The newspaper
account also states that the devastating fire
started in the upper floors of this barracks.

The Barracks

On March 11, 1905, less than four months
after the fire that destroyed both barracks and
the classroom building at the Academy, ground
was broken for The Barracks, the building that
would define the Academy until its closing. The
first block was laid on March 18th and the last
block in the first week of September. To avoid
the risk of another devastating fire, the building
construction used brick and concrete for the
walls, stone for the sills and lintels, and steel for
the ceilings. Over 1,500,000 bricks were used
in the construction along with five train car loads
of Kentucky Blue Stone for the sills and lintels.
The only wood used in the construction was
maple hard wood for the floors and the balcony
walkways on the second and third floor that
surrounded the open interior quadrangle.
Construction was completed for the September 20th opening day of school.

Modern and up to date, the Barracks sported electric and gas lighting, steam heat, indoor toilets on each floor, showers,
and a swimming pool. Built in the style of the barracks at the Citadel in Charleston, South Carolina, the building has exterior

Possible Foundation Outline  of Second Cadet Barracks circa 1904

The Barracks circa 1906
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GREAT SPONSORSHIPS STILL AVAILABLE!

By Peter Birckhead, Legacy Fund Chairman
SMA Board of Directors

August 15, 2014

UPDATE – ALTHOUGH All 6 BENCHES FOR SALE ON FLAGPOLE HILL HAVE BEEN
SOLD, AS WELL AS 2 BENCHES IN FRONT OF OUR BELOVED  MUSEUM, WE STILL

HAVE  2 GREAT SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITUIES  AVAIABLE
(See below)

That is right; all 6 benches that MBC allocated for Flag Pole Hill have been sold. The following individuals purchased/donated
benches to honor the following:

Bench # 1 – donated by Jim Rice, SMA ‘63 and his wife Lida Hurst honoring Daryl Hurst, SMA Faculty Officer 1963-
1967

Bench # 2 – donated by the SMA Class of 1961 and other old boys honoring Richard Staunch, SMA Class of 1961

Bench # 3 – donated by “The Six Pack” honoring John O. Antonelli, SMA Class of 1961

Bench #4 – donated by Clark Cockrell, SMA ’61 honoring COL.(Ret) Michael S. Byington, U.S. Army, 1943-2014
and SMA Class of 1961

Bench #5 – donated by Bill Bissett, Tom Phillips, Bruce Thomas, Steve Crane and Al Rossy all SMA ’74 honoring the
SMA Class of 1974

Bench #6 – donated by John W. Vaughan, SMA ’69 honoring M Sgt Glen Gibson, SMA Military Instructor 1965-
1976

All of these benches have been installed; so the next time you are on the “Hill” please make a point to check them out and read
the beautiful inscribed plaques that have been placed for each bench.

The best news is we also will be installing two more benches that will be placed in front of the entrance to the SMA/VWIL
Museum and Cadet Store.

One of these benches has been donated by the 1964 SMA Military League Championship Basketball Team honoring Coach
Pandak, SMA Head Basketball Coach, Head Football Coach, Head Baseball Coach, Director of Athletics and Faculty
Member 1954-1975.

The second of these benches has been donated by Fredrick Hazelwood, SMA ’65 to honor his parents.

Please be sure to check these benches out on your next visit to SMA.

Now the best news is we have two great sponsorships still available:

Restoration of the World War I Monument and Cannon on Flag Pole Hill – this is a great opportunity for a group of individuals
to combine their interest and monies to restore one or both of these iconic treasures on Flag Pole Hill. After many years of harsh
weather and natural elements these memories of the past have fallen in disrepair and desperately need to be restored and
renewed to their original condition.

For more information and donation amounts necessary for these great projects please contact me directly at 713-819-1980
or peterbirckhead@concast.net .

Thanks
Peter Birckhead
SMA ‘73

Buildings and Grounds of Staunton Military Academy, Part 1 (1884 to 1905)

In 1912, as a part of the construction of West Barracks, the
building was jacked up and rolled across the plaza to the east
side. Here it was placed on a new foundation and the second
and third floors expanded to encompass the footprint of the first
floor. A covered porch was added to the southeast side of the
building. Also, the designation of the building changed from the
Mess Hall to the Infirmary.

In 1921, after the construction of a cadet hospital on the
north side of the Skinner House, the building took on a new
designation of East Barracks. The basement was converted into
the school supply room and the old mess hall became the band
practice room.

After the construction of Kable Hall in 1931, cadets moved
out of the building and the upper floors were taken over by the

staff and faulty as apartments. An information room was added on the first floor and a room provided as an auxiliary guardroom.

A fire destroyed the building on February 12, 1933.

Shower & Toilet Building

The 1903 SMA catalog mentions that new bathrooms and
closets were being erected. The bathrooms were to be
outfitted with the latest shower-bath apparatus, had steam-
heated rooms and attached dressing rooms. The closets were
built of brick with   sanitary plumbing and running water.

There is no mention of where these buildings were located, but
the 1904 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map shows a building north of
the mess hall that was not present in 1899. The 1904 SMA
catalog contains a picture of the interior of the shower room.

There is no information as to when these buildings were removed,
but by 1914, they no longer appeared on the Insurance Maps.

SMA Grounds in 1904

First Mess Hall after being moved and
converted to Cadet Infirmary circa 1916

Cadet Shower Room circa 1904
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Buildings and Grounds of Staunton Military Academy, Part 1 (1884 to 1905)

by Greg Robertson – SMA ‘70

The buildings and grounds
that composed the physical plant
of the Staunton Military
Academy started out modestly
with the purchase by William and
Willie Kable of four acres
containing a residence, a
smokehouse, and a stable.
When the school closed in 1976,
the Academy encompassed over
60 acres with a total of 17
majestic buildings.

Located on these 60 acres
were seven tennis courts, a
baseball diamond, a quarter-mile
cinder track, two football fields,
a parade ground, a cadet
assembly area, a golf driving
range and a flagpole area with a
memorial to cadets that died in
World War One. Inside the buildings were rooms for over 650 cadets, two gymnasiums, a swimming pool, a rifle range, a
library, a post office, an armory, four family residences, 15 faculty apartments, 32 classrooms, and a mess hall capable of
feeding over 400 people at a sitting.

The 60 acres that eventually comprised the grounds of SMA came together in the form of 30 parcels purchased over a
period of 62 years. William H. Kable, the founder, purchased the first two parcels in 1884. In 1905, Staunton Military
Academy, Inc. (SMA) purchased the next parcel. Between then and 1920, SMA purchased 10 additional parcels. William G.
Kable, William H. Kable’s son, personally purchased 10 parcels for the use of the school between 1909 and 1919. With the
exception of the land that the Commandant’s house had been built on, these parcels were transferred to SMA upon his death
in 1920. Between 1920 and 1946, SMA purchased an additional 7 parcels including the land under the Commandant’s house.

The 17 buildings in 1976 were the last of a total of 38 buildings that graced the Academy over the years. Some of the earlier
buildings burned to the ground, others were removed to make way for newer buildings or were razed at the end of their useful
life, and a few just disappeared without any evidence as to why.

This chapter documents the growth of the academy grounds and the acquisition/construction of the buildings in an approximate
chronological order. Buildings are presented by their original names with any other names given afterward provided in the
write-ups. If no name was assigned to the building originally, a name is assigned in the write-up based on the first known use of
the building or structure. Each write-up follows that building from construction/acquisition (as documentation allows) to either
its demise or present day. (Note: Present day in this case is what existed on the old academy grounds in March of 2014.)is case
is nt dayuilding from ed with them will be provided were razed at the end of their useful life, and o In addition, the history
associated with three fields and two structures is provided. Lastly, information on one structure and one building that were
announced but never built is presented at the end.

The Grounds of the Staunton Military Academy circa 1978.

Buildings and Grounds of Staunton Military Academy, Part 1 (1884 to 1905)

In 1887, after the construction of the Cadet Barracks,
retaining walls were installed on the sloping hillside to
the east of the Kable home and the ground graded flat.
This area became known initially as the plaza and
functioned as the cadet assembly. By 1912, the area
was covered by asphalt and took on the name “The
Asphalt.” The area is used today as a parking lot by
Mary Baldwin College.

First Mess Hall

During the summer of 1903, the first building to carry the title of Mess
Hall was erected. The kitchen and pantry on the north side of the wing of
the Kable residence were demolished and a new three-story wood frame
building was constructed in their place. The first floor of this building
housed a 150-seat mess hall. The second and third floors contained 10
rooms for cadets and faulty. Covered porches ran along the East side of
the building on all floors. On the north end, in a wing that extended west,
a new two-story wood frame kitchen and pantry was built. This building
was constructed in anticipation of the expansion of the Corps of Cadets
that would occur with the second cadet barracks. The building survived
the November 21, 1904 fire.

Between 1904 and 1908, probably in conjunction with the
construction of South Barracks, an extension was added west side of the mess hall. This brought the seating capacity up to 350.

SMA Grounds in 1899

Interior of First Mess Hall circa 1906

First Mess Hall on rear of The Wing circa 1912
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1884 - The Alby House

William Kable purchased the house built in 1875 by Mr. J. W.
Alby on April 16th 1884 for $8,040. Kable used the three story
brick structure as both a personal residence and a dormitory for
his fledging school. The kitchen and servant quarters occupied
the first floor. The second floor, with its main access from a large
stairway and porch that faced Prospect Street, contained the Kable
family residence. The third floor housed the boarding students.

Sometime between the initial purchase and the start of the
1888 school session, a three story extension, called the Wing,
was added on the east side of the building. The first floor of this
extension housed a dining room that sat approximately 50 people.
The second and third floors contained rooms for cadets and
faculty. To the north of this extension, a new kitchen and pantry
were constructed. By inference, the kitchen on the first floor of
the house would have been abandoned and the equipment moved
into the new structure.

In addition, with the construction of this extension, the Kable family moved their residence to the third floor of the
main building and the second floor became a parlor and a library for the cadets. When the First Mess Hall was constructed

in 1903, the dining room became known as the small dining
room and served the faculty and their guests. This extension
was demolished in 1912 as part of the construction of West
Barracks.

Around the same time, the east facing porch was enclosed
and another enclosed porch was added above it. (Note:
Research points to the family of W. G. Kable residing in the
second floor of the house and the family of Thomas H. Russell
occupying the third floor during this time.) In 1917, the east
facing enclosed porches on both floors were removed.

In 1920, after the death of W.G. Kable, his widow moved
from the house and into town allowing the rearrangement of the

second and third floors of the house into Administration offices.
The President’s, Secretary’s, and Treasurer’s offices were relocated
into the second floor spaces. The third floor contained the
Headmaster’s, Post Adjutant’s, and the Purchasing Agent’s offices.
The building was renamed the Administration Building at that time.

In 1926, two rooms in the first floor of the building were
remodeled to house the offices of the Kablegram. Prior to this,
the Kablegram offices were housed in the YMCA building which
was demolished that year to make way for Memorial Hall.

The building received a facelift in 1929 with the west side
of the building being redone with new red brick. Then, in 1930,
the Kablegram office was cut in two, with the end facing South Barracks being converted into a ladies’ room.

Pencil Drawing of Alby House circa 1890.

The Alby House.

Alby House showing wing circa 1903.
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Cadet Barracks

In 1887, Kable expanded the school by building the
first cadet barracks. The building was a three story wood
structure with an expanded first floor. A combination
Gymnasium/Amory occupied the first floor with cadet
rooms on the two floors above. Modern for its day, the
rooms had gas lighting, steam heat, and washstands in
each room with running water. Also, there were bathing
rooms with hot and cold running water. An article detailing
the commencement exercises in June of 1888 listed 55
boarding pupils. The building was destroyed by the fire of
November 21, 1904.

Cadet Barracks circa 1900

Gym and Armory circa 1889Cadet Room circa 1890

Battalion on the Asphalt circa 1912

The Plaza
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Kable Field

In December of 1884, Captain Kable purchased a 10-
acre field of pastureland for use as an athletic field. This parcel
sat north of the school and across Prospect Street. Following
the convention of the day, this field became known as Kable
Field. In 1888, with the adoption of a military format, the
field also became known as the Parade Ground.

By 1911, the school had built a large wooden covered
viewing stand at the northeast corner of the field behind the
baseball field which faced southwest. In 1925, a concrete block
wall was erected around the perimeter of the land. The field
was remodeled in 1927 with the addition of a quarter mile
long drained cinder track. Also, the baseball field was moved
to the southern end of the property and realigned in a northwesterly direction. Behind the new diamond a set of concrete
bleachers were constructed into the hillside. The wooden stands were removed at that time.

The field is still in use today by Mary Baldwin College for sports and as a parade ground. It is known as the Physical
Activities Center.

Cadet Corps on Parade Ground circa 1889

Buildings and Grounds of Staunton Military Academy, Part 1 (1884 to 1905)

By 1932, the building had been modified again. The top floor was once again a residence and the second (main floor)
housed the Superintendent’s, Headmaster’s, and Treasurer’s offices. This is how the building continued until the closing
of the school in 1976. In 1979, the building was officially renamed the Kable House, granted landmark status, and
placed on the National Register of Historical Places.

Today the building is used by MBC as the Student Life & Career Development Department.

1884 - The Classroom Building

Shortly after Kable completed the purchase of the Alby
Property, he let a contract for $3,000 to construct a classroom
building on the southern part of the property. The building was
wood frame construction and contained a 30X46 assembly
room, two large classrooms, two laboratories, a reception room,
and two cloak rooms. A coal-fired furnace provided steam to
heat the building. This building was destroyed by the fire of
November 21, 1904.

Faculty Dining Room in Wing circa 1905

Pencil Drawing of Classroom Building circa 1885

Assembly Room circa 1890

Kable House circa 2009

Philosophical Laboratory circa 1890

Pencil Drawing of SMA September 1884SMA Grounds in September 1884

Kable Field circa 1927

Baseball Team in front of Wooden Stands circa 1916
Cadet Battalion on Parade circa 1930
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Kable Field

In December of 1884, Captain Kable purchased a 10-
acre field of pastureland for use as an athletic field. This parcel
sat north of the school and across Prospect Street. Following
the convention of the day, this field became known as Kable
Field. In 1888, with the adoption of a military format, the
field also became known as the Parade Ground.

By 1911, the school had built a large wooden covered
viewing stand at the northeast corner of the field behind the
baseball field which faced southwest. In 1925, a concrete block
wall was erected around the perimeter of the land. The field
was remodeled in 1927 with the addition of a quarter mile
long drained cinder track. Also, the baseball field was moved
to the southern end of the property and realigned in a northwesterly direction. Behind the new diamond a set of concrete
bleachers were constructed into the hillside. The wooden stands were removed at that time.

The field is still in use today by Mary Baldwin College for sports and as a parade ground. It is known as the Physical
Activities Center.

Cadet Corps on Parade Ground circa 1889
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By 1932, the building had been modified again. The top floor was once again a residence and the second (main floor)
housed the Superintendent’s, Headmaster’s, and Treasurer’s offices. This is how the building continued until the closing
of the school in 1976. In 1979, the building was officially renamed the Kable House, granted landmark status, and
placed on the National Register of Historical Places.

Today the building is used by MBC as the Student Life & Career Development Department.

1884 - The Classroom Building

Shortly after Kable completed the purchase of the Alby
Property, he let a contract for $3,000 to construct a classroom
building on the southern part of the property. The building was
wood frame construction and contained a 30X46 assembly
room, two large classrooms, two laboratories, a reception room,
and two cloak rooms. A coal-fired furnace provided steam to
heat the building. This building was destroyed by the fire of
November 21, 1904.

Faculty Dining Room in Wing circa 1905

Pencil Drawing of Classroom Building circa 1885

Assembly Room circa 1890

Kable House circa 2009

Philosophical Laboratory circa 1890

Pencil Drawing of SMA September 1884SMA Grounds in September 1884

Kable Field circa 1927

Baseball Team in front of Wooden Stands circa 1916
Cadet Battalion on Parade circa 1930
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1884 - The Alby House

William Kable purchased the house built in 1875 by Mr. J. W.
Alby on April 16th 1884 for $8,040. Kable used the three story
brick structure as both a personal residence and a dormitory for
his fledging school. The kitchen and servant quarters occupied
the first floor. The second floor, with its main access from a large
stairway and porch that faced Prospect Street, contained the Kable
family residence. The third floor housed the boarding students.

Sometime between the initial purchase and the start of the
1888 school session, a three story extension, called the Wing,
was added on the east side of the building. The first floor of this
extension housed a dining room that sat approximately 50 people.
The second and third floors contained rooms for cadets and
faculty. To the north of this extension, a new kitchen and pantry
were constructed. By inference, the kitchen on the first floor of
the house would have been abandoned and the equipment moved
into the new structure.

In addition, with the construction of this extension, the Kable family moved their residence to the third floor of the
main building and the second floor became a parlor and a library for the cadets. When the First Mess Hall was constructed

in 1903, the dining room became known as the small dining
room and served the faculty and their guests. This extension
was demolished in 1912 as part of the construction of West
Barracks.

Around the same time, the east facing porch was enclosed
and another enclosed porch was added above it. (Note:
Research points to the family of W. G. Kable residing in the
second floor of the house and the family of Thomas H. Russell
occupying the third floor during this time.) In 1917, the east
facing enclosed porches on both floors were removed.

In 1920, after the death of W.G. Kable, his widow moved
from the house and into town allowing the rearrangement of the

second and third floors of the house into Administration offices.
The President’s, Secretary’s, and Treasurer’s offices were relocated
into the second floor spaces. The third floor contained the
Headmaster’s, Post Adjutant’s, and the Purchasing Agent’s offices.
The building was renamed the Administration Building at that time.

In 1926, two rooms in the first floor of the building were
remodeled to house the offices of the Kablegram. Prior to this,
the Kablegram offices were housed in the YMCA building which
was demolished that year to make way for Memorial Hall.

The building received a facelift in 1929 with the west side
of the building being redone with new red brick. Then, in 1930,
the Kablegram office was cut in two, with the end facing South Barracks being converted into a ladies’ room.

Pencil Drawing of Alby House circa 1890.

The Alby House.

Alby House showing wing circa 1903.

Buildings and Grounds of Staunton Military Academy, Part 1 (1884 to 1905)

Cadet Barracks

In 1887, Kable expanded the school by building the
first cadet barracks. The building was a three story wood
structure with an expanded first floor. A combination
Gymnasium/Amory occupied the first floor with cadet
rooms on the two floors above. Modern for its day, the
rooms had gas lighting, steam heat, and washstands in
each room with running water. Also, there were bathing
rooms with hot and cold running water. An article detailing
the commencement exercises in June of 1888 listed 55
boarding pupils. The building was destroyed by the fire of
November 21, 1904.

Cadet Barracks circa 1900

Gym and Armory circa 1889Cadet Room circa 1890

Battalion on the Asphalt circa 1912

The Plaza
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Buildings and Grounds of Staunton Military Academy, Part 1 (1884 to 1905)

by Greg Robertson – SMA ‘70

The buildings and grounds
that composed the physical plant
of the Staunton Military
Academy started out modestly
with the purchase by William and
Willie Kable of four acres
containing a residence, a
smokehouse, and a stable.
When the school closed in 1976,
the Academy encompassed over
60 acres with a total of 17
majestic buildings.

Located on these 60 acres
were seven tennis courts, a
baseball diamond, a quarter-mile
cinder track, two football fields,
a parade ground, a cadet
assembly area, a golf driving
range and a flagpole area with a
memorial to cadets that died in
World War One. Inside the buildings were rooms for over 650 cadets, two gymnasiums, a swimming pool, a rifle range, a
library, a post office, an armory, four family residences, 15 faculty apartments, 32 classrooms, and a mess hall capable of
feeding over 400 people at a sitting.

The 60 acres that eventually comprised the grounds of SMA came together in the form of 30 parcels purchased over a
period of 62 years. William H. Kable, the founder, purchased the first two parcels in 1884. In 1905, Staunton Military
Academy, Inc. (SMA) purchased the next parcel. Between then and 1920, SMA purchased 10 additional parcels. William G.
Kable, William H. Kable’s son, personally purchased 10 parcels for the use of the school between 1909 and 1919. With the
exception of the land that the Commandant’s house had been built on, these parcels were transferred to SMA upon his death
in 1920. Between 1920 and 1946, SMA purchased an additional 7 parcels including the land under the Commandant’s house.

The 17 buildings in 1976 were the last of a total of 38 buildings that graced the Academy over the years. Some of the earlier
buildings burned to the ground, others were removed to make way for newer buildings or were razed at the end of their useful
life, and a few just disappeared without any evidence as to why.

This chapter documents the growth of the academy grounds and the acquisition/construction of the buildings in an approximate
chronological order. Buildings are presented by their original names with any other names given afterward provided in the
write-ups. If no name was assigned to the building originally, a name is assigned in the write-up based on the first known use of
the building or structure. Each write-up follows that building from construction/acquisition (as documentation allows) to either
its demise or present day. (Note: Present day in this case is what existed on the old academy grounds in March of 2014.)is case
is nt dayuilding from ed with them will be provided were razed at the end of their useful life, and o In addition, the history
associated with three fields and two structures is provided. Lastly, information on one structure and one building that were
announced but never built is presented at the end.

The Grounds of the Staunton Military Academy circa 1978.

Buildings and Grounds of Staunton Military Academy, Part 1 (1884 to 1905)

In 1887, after the construction of the Cadet Barracks,
retaining walls were installed on the sloping hillside to
the east of the Kable home and the ground graded flat.
This area became known initially as the plaza and
functioned as the cadet assembly. By 1912, the area
was covered by asphalt and took on the name “The
Asphalt.” The area is used today as a parking lot by
Mary Baldwin College.

First Mess Hall

During the summer of 1903, the first building to carry the title of Mess
Hall was erected. The kitchen and pantry on the north side of the wing of
the Kable residence were demolished and a new three-story wood frame
building was constructed in their place. The first floor of this building
housed a 150-seat mess hall. The second and third floors contained 10
rooms for cadets and faulty. Covered porches ran along the East side of
the building on all floors. On the north end, in a wing that extended west,
a new two-story wood frame kitchen and pantry was built. This building
was constructed in anticipation of the expansion of the Corps of Cadets
that would occur with the second cadet barracks. The building survived
the November 21, 1904 fire.

Between 1904 and 1908, probably in conjunction with the
construction of South Barracks, an extension was added west side of the mess hall. This brought the seating capacity up to 350.

SMA Grounds in 1899

Interior of First Mess Hall circa 1906

First Mess Hall on rear of The Wing circa 1912
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GREAT SPONSORSHIPS STILL AVAILABLE!

By Peter Birckhead, Legacy Fund Chairman
SMA Board of Directors

August 15, 2014

UPDATE – ALTHOUGH All 6 BENCHES FOR SALE ON FLAGPOLE HILL HAVE BEEN
SOLD, AS WELL AS 2 BENCHES IN FRONT OF OUR BELOVED  MUSEUM, WE STILL

HAVE  2 GREAT SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITUIES  AVAIABLE
(See below)

That is right; all 6 benches that MBC allocated for Flag Pole Hill have been sold. The following individuals purchased/donated
benches to honor the following:

Bench # 1 – donated by Jim Rice, SMA ‘63 and his wife Lida Hurst honoring Daryl Hurst, SMA Faculty Officer 1963-
1967

Bench # 2 – donated by the SMA Class of 1961 and other old boys honoring Richard Staunch, SMA Class of 1961

Bench # 3 – donated by “The Six Pack” honoring John O. Antonelli, SMA Class of 1961

Bench #4 – donated by Clark Cockrell, SMA ’61 honoring COL.(Ret) Michael S. Byington, U.S. Army, 1943-2014
and SMA Class of 1961

Bench #5 – donated by Bill Bissett, Tom Phillips, Bruce Thomas, Steve Crane and Al Rossy all SMA ’74 honoring the
SMA Class of 1974

Bench #6 – donated by John W. Vaughan, SMA ’69 honoring M Sgt Glen Gibson, SMA Military Instructor 1965-
1976

All of these benches have been installed; so the next time you are on the “Hill” please make a point to check them out and read
the beautiful inscribed plaques that have been placed for each bench.

The best news is we also will be installing two more benches that will be placed in front of the entrance to the SMA/VWIL
Museum and Cadet Store.

One of these benches has been donated by the 1964 SMA Military League Championship Basketball Team honoring Coach
Pandak, SMA Head Basketball Coach, Head Football Coach, Head Baseball Coach, Director of Athletics and Faculty
Member 1954-1975.

The second of these benches has been donated by Fredrick Hazelwood, SMA ’65 to honor his parents.

Please be sure to check these benches out on your next visit to SMA.

Now the best news is we have two great sponsorships still available:

Restoration of the World War I Monument and Cannon on Flag Pole Hill – this is a great opportunity for a group of individuals
to combine their interest and monies to restore one or both of these iconic treasures on Flag Pole Hill. After many years of harsh
weather and natural elements these memories of the past have fallen in disrepair and desperately need to be restored and
renewed to their original condition.

For more information and donation amounts necessary for these great projects please contact me directly at 713-819-1980
or peterbirckhead@concast.net .

Thanks
Peter Birckhead
SMA ‘73

Buildings and Grounds of Staunton Military Academy, Part 1 (1884 to 1905)

In 1912, as a part of the construction of West Barracks, the
building was jacked up and rolled across the plaza to the east
side. Here it was placed on a new foundation and the second
and third floors expanded to encompass the footprint of the first
floor. A covered porch was added to the southeast side of the
building. Also, the designation of the building changed from the
Mess Hall to the Infirmary.

In 1921, after the construction of a cadet hospital on the
north side of the Skinner House, the building took on a new
designation of East Barracks. The basement was converted into
the school supply room and the old mess hall became the band
practice room.

After the construction of Kable Hall in 1931, cadets moved
out of the building and the upper floors were taken over by the

staff and faulty as apartments. An information room was added on the first floor and a room provided as an auxiliary guardroom.

A fire destroyed the building on February 12, 1933.

Shower & Toilet Building

The 1903 SMA catalog mentions that new bathrooms and
closets were being erected. The bathrooms were to be
outfitted with the latest shower-bath apparatus, had steam-
heated rooms and attached dressing rooms. The closets were
built of brick with   sanitary plumbing and running water.

There is no mention of where these buildings were located, but
the 1904 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map shows a building north of
the mess hall that was not present in 1899. The 1904 SMA
catalog contains a picture of the interior of the shower room.

There is no information as to when these buildings were removed,
but by 1914, they no longer appeared on the Insurance Maps.

SMA Grounds in 1904

First Mess Hall after being moved and
converted to Cadet Infirmary circa 1916

Cadet Shower Room circa 1904
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Continued from page 10

Clemson’s Great Parking Ticket Scandal

Berry, now living in Cary, North Carolina, says the
parking-ticket scandal is only one source of his notoriety
on the Clemson campus.  Another involves his exit from a
classroom via a third-floor window.  He did it to test his
Yankee psychiatry professor’s theory that pain was all in
your head, and you could jump out the window and land
without experiencing pain if you just put it out of your mind.

Berry went out the window, and moments later his
classmates saw him lying on the ground.  He slowly got up
and hollered, “It worked!” It worked, because he had
secretly tied a rope inside the window and rappelled to the
ground.  But he got A’s for the rest of the course.

Connie Mack Berry, Jr. assures me that all this is true,
and I have to believe him.  He bears a name that stands for
all that’s good and wholesome about athletics, a name borne
by two hall-of-famers who never heard of steroids.

One is Cornelius McGillicuddy, the original Connie
Mack, owner and one-time playing manager for the
Philadelphia Athletics.  Mack met Connie’s grandfather,
William Clinton Berry, during the 1920s, while the A’s were
barnstorming through the south.  Berry was a one-armed
third baseman who also managed a semi-pro team in South
Carolina.  He had stuck one arm into a cotton gin and pulled
out a stump.  He fielded by catching the ball in his glove,
tossing glove and ball into the air, then snatching the ball
with his bare hand.  He admired Connie Mack, and named
his son after him.

Connie Mack Berry became an athletic standout at
North Carolina State and later played on championship
teams in three professional sports: with baseball’s Chicago
Cubs, the National Football League’s Chicago Bears, and
the National Basketball Association’s Oshkosh All Stars.
He was inducted into the North Carolina Sports Hall of
Fame.

Connie Mack Berry, Jr. played end on offense and
defense for the upstart Clemson Tiger football team that
lost 7-6 to the national champions, Louisiana State University,
in the 1959 Sugar Bowl.  He was a team player on and off
the field, which partly accounts for his huge parking-ticket
debt.  As he tells it, his mother bought him a 1954 Chevrolet
to drive off to college in 1957.  Clemson was then an all-
male institution, and the closest source of coeds was a
nursing school in Anderson, some 15 miles away.  A car
was essential, and Clemson’s athletes treated Connie’s car
like community property.

“Everybody that played sports used it 24/7”, Berry said.
Sometimes, Connie wouldn’t see for weeks at a time.  The
borrowers usually would come to him for the keys.  But if

they couldn’t find him, they would jimmy their way in and
hot wire the ignition.  They parked wherever they wished
on campus, often in spaces reserved for faculty and staff.
“It would always be parked in somebody’s spot”, Connie
said.  All they could do was keep ticketing it.  And, of
course, nobody paid the tickets.

When Connie was ready to receive his degree, Dean
of Students Walter T. Cox called him into a conference
with R. C. Edwards, then the president of Clemson.  They
told him he would have to pay the four years of parking
fines before he could graduate.  Connie told them he didn’t
have $43,078.78 on him and didn’t know when he could
get it…

He reminded them that Coach Howard owed him a
great deal of funds for under-the-table services during his
time at Clemson, and that they could simply make it an in-
kind trade and forget the whole thing.  The invocation of
the name of Frank Howard, “the Bear Bryant of Clemson
football”, cut no ice with the academicians.  “No pay, no
degree”, they insisted.

On graduation day, Connie was handed a rolled-up piece
of paper that said a Degree will be given upon full payment
in cashier’s check.

Connie eventually landed in Marietta, Georgia, where
he learned that if you burned photographic negatives, the
film would go up in smoke but the silver in the emulsion
would remain, and you could sell it.  That led him into the
precious metals business, which became his main source
of income.

He hadn’t quit trying for that Clemson degree, though.
“My cousin, who is the lawyer of all of Clemson sports
problems said the other day that they would settle the affair
for 50 cents on the dollar”, Connie told me.  “That”, he
speculated, “would come to a net total of $1.95 million”,
allowing for compounded interest and inflation.  Connie
said he asked whether the University would accept a
personal check on a bank in Panama.  He hasn’t heard
back.

Connie Mack Berry, Jr. is a political adviser and
husband to Rachel Lee Hunter, who ran a strong race for
associate justice on the North Carolina State Supreme
Court.  He says she’s contemplating a race for chief justice
in 2006; so she can be the boss of the candidate who
defeated her. Unfortunately, her jurisdiction won’t extend
to Clemson Universiy, which lies safely south of the North
Carolina state line.  But who wants a degree, when it’s so
much fun to owe $1.9 million?

Buildings and Grounds of Staunton Military Academy, Part 1 (1884 to 1905)

Second Cadet Barracks

The Second Cadet Barracks was
completed in early October of 1904. Little
is known of this building or its location as
no pictures of it have ever been found. A
picture of the Corps of Cadets in a hollow
square formation on page 54 of the 1904
yearbook shows what appears to be a
foundation outline laid out in lime on the plaza
directly across from the Kable residence.
The only other information on the building is
in the newspaper reports of the November
21, 1904 fire that destroyed it. The article
describes the building as a great five-story
barracks. Since it burned so readily, it was
most likely a wood structure. The newspaper
account also states that the devastating fire
started in the upper floors of this barracks.

The Barracks

On March 11, 1905, less than four months
after the fire that destroyed both barracks and
the classroom building at the Academy, ground
was broken for The Barracks, the building that
would define the Academy until its closing. The
first block was laid on March 18th and the last
block in the first week of September. To avoid
the risk of another devastating fire, the building
construction used brick and concrete for the
walls, stone for the sills and lintels, and steel for
the ceilings. Over 1,500,000 bricks were used
in the construction along with five train car loads
of Kentucky Blue Stone for the sills and lintels.
The only wood used in the construction was
maple hard wood for the floors and the balcony
walkways on the second and third floor that
surrounded the open interior quadrangle.
Construction was completed for the September 20th opening day of school.

Modern and up to date, the Barracks sported electric and gas lighting, steam heat, indoor toilets on each floor, showers,
and a swimming pool. Built in the style of the barracks at the Citadel in Charleston, South Carolina, the building has exterior

Possible Foundation Outline  of Second Cadet Barracks circa 1904

The Barracks circa 1906
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Memorial Wall Nominations due to SMA Alumni Office by November 1st

5. Evaluation Criteria. The following criteria will be used in evaluating the list of candidates eligible to be honored with a
memorial plaque purchased by either the SMAAA or VWIL Program:

CONTRIBUTIONS

To school, community, state, country and/or humanity

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Degree individual achieved noteworthy success in chosen profession or in life

TRUTH, DUTY and HONOR

Degree to which individual exemplified core these values

A standard form/format, which will be determined by the Chair of The Committee, will be utilized by The Committee to
facilitate the evaluation and ranking process of each candidate against the criteria listed above. The Chair of The Committee
will take all reasonable action necessary to ensure continuity in the selection process from year to year.

6. Funding. Funding for individual memorial plaques will be provided as follows:

SMAAA – SMA candidates selected and approved will be funded by the SMAAA.

VWIL – VWIL candidates selected and approved will be funded by the VWIL Program (note – in some cases, the
SMAAA may fund all or partial cost of a VWIL candidate)

Private – Privately funded plaques may be nominated outside of the normal three plaques per year limit. However, the SMA-
VWIL Museum Committee is responsible for reviewing and approving all privately funded memorial plaque entries prior to
submission to the SMAAA board for final approval. Privately funded plaque candidates must satisfy the same basic selection
criteria as outlined in paragraph 4; however, the satisfaction of the evaluation criteria outlined in paragraph 5 will not be as
stringent. If such nomination is approved, the cost for a privately funded plaque will be $5,000.

7. Standardization. All SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall plaques will be of the same standard size, material and wording font.  A
consistent standard for form and fit of memorial plaques on the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall must be maintained. The standards
specified for all individual memorial wall plaques are:

Size: Width (horizontal) = 12 inches x Height (vertical) = 10 inches

Material: Bronze with black background; double border; star rosettes in each corner

Text: Raised letters; Font – Arial (or similar)

The only exception for standardization will occur when someone who already is named on another plaque on the exterior
of the museum – in that case the existing plaque can be rededicated.

For more information online go to: http://www.sma-alumni.org/memwall.htm

Clemson’s Great Parking Ticket Scandal
by Gene Owens

Editor’s note:  Originally published in “Gene’s Column”.  Gene Owens is a nationally known, retired writer who
op-eds with major mainstream media in the south about southern culture and politics. This article is about one of
our own, Connie Mack Berry, SMA ’57.

Connie Mack Berry, Jr. rolled up some impressive statistics in football and basketball at Clemson
University between 1957 and 1960, but the statistic that dwarfs them all is the one that denied him a
degree from Clemson: a bill for $43,078.78 in campus parking tickets.

Cadet Berry in 1957 Continued on page 11

Buildings and Grounds of Staunton Military Academy, Part 1 (1884 to 1905)

dimensions of 170 feet by 145 feet. Inside, an open
quadrangle measuring 115 feet by 75 feet provided
room for all cadet formations. Covered walkways
on each floor surrounded the quadrangle with three
stairways providing access to all levels. A ten foot
retaining wall was located east of the building and
held back the hillside that was not yet owned by the
school.

The basement under the quadrangle contained
a 25 foot by 25 foot swimming pool graduated in
depth from 3 to 6 feet. Next to the swimming pool
was a bathing room housing thirty showerheads.
Separated by a block firewall from these cadet
amenities were three boilers. Two of these boilers
produced steam for the building heat and the third
produced hot water for the swimming pool, the
showers, and the bathroom sinks. The area of the basement north of the boiler room contained 3 laboratories and 5 classrooms.
The basement area to the west contained four large classrooms and a 2000 square foot gymnasium that saw double duty as a
dance hall. These rooms had large windows that brought in abundant light during the day. In total, there were 13 classrooms in
the basement.

The first floor had 25 cadet rooms with doors
opening onto the quadrangle, 4 classrooms, and
a 2,000 square foot study hall that doubled as
the school’s Assembly Hall. The second floor
contained 44 cadet rooms and a 1,600 square
foot classroom. The third floor contained 47
cadet rooms, a guardroom located in the
northeast corner, and the school library. The
guardroom had an exterior door opening onto a
suspended walkway that led to the upper plaza.

There were two toilet rooms on each of the
first and second floors and a single toilet room
on the third floor. Each toilet room had tiled walls
and terrazzo floors.

In 1913, with the construction of West
Barracks (later known as The Mess Hall), the

building’s designation was changed from The Barracks to South Barracks. Also in 1913, with the construction of the Natatorium
on the north edge of the property, the swimming pool was converted to a coal bin, and the showers relocated next to the toilet
rooms. The boiler used for the heating of the water for the showers and the swimming pool was moved to the new Natatorium.

In 1920, the Barracks heating and hot water system was connected to the new central plant and the boilers beneath the
quadrangle abandoned.

Cadet Corps formed in Quadrangle circa 1906

Gym Decorated for Military Hop circa 1912
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As fall approaches, SMA alumni are encouraged to consider whether they want to submit a nomination to the SMA-VWIL
Memorial Wall. In addition to paying tribute by remembering and honoring all those SMA alumni, faculty and staff who made the ultimate
sacrifice in a major war,  The Memorial Wall also serves to recognize and honor those SMA /VWIL alumni, faculty and staff or others
associated with SMA/VWIL that have been nominated and selected for a memorial plaque.

“A nomination to the Memorial Wall is an honor in itself, but it is a high hurdle to be approved by the nominating committee and
recommended to the SMAAA Board of Directors,” said Tom Phillips ’74, a board member and chair of the Museum Committee and the
Memorial Wall Nominating Committee.

The board-approved policy and procedures are printed below. Copies of past nominations are available at the SMA alumni office.
To be considered for placement on the Memorial Wall at the 2015 reunion (17-19 April), nominations must be received in the SMA

alumni office by November 1st, 2014.

SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall
Plaque Nomination Policy and Procedures

1. Purpose. The purpose of this document is to outline the policy and procedures concerning the eligibility criteria, nomination
and approval process, and standards associated with the installation of individual memorial plaques on the Staunton Military
Academy-Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (SMA-VWIL) Memorial Wall, which honors deceased alumni/alumnae,
faculty, staff and friends of SMA-VWIL.

2. Membership. The SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall Nominating Committee ( “The Committee”) will be appointed by the SMA
Alumni Association president and will be managed by the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee (“ The Committee”) and may be
comprised of the following up to seven voting members:

Chairman (SMA Alumni Association (SMAAA) Board Member)

SMAAA Board Members (3)

Commandant, VWIL Program

VWIL Cadets (Up to 2, can be either alumnae or enrolled)

Association members may participate in the memorial plaque candidate nomination and information gathering aspects required
to support this process; however, only the seven committee members identified above may “vote” on the final top three
selections.

3. Candidate Nominations. Each calendar year, The Committee is responsible for nominating not more than three (3) eligible
candidates to the SMAAA Board of Directors for purchase and installation of memorial plaques on the Memorial Wall.

Nominations must be made in accordance with a schedule that permits the procurement and installation of the plaques to
be completed not less than two weeks prior to the annual SMA Alumni Reunion weekend. This includes development,
review and approval of text.

Nominations fitting the basic qualifying selection criteria outlined in paragraph 4 must be submitted for consideration by
November 1 for the following calendar year to The Committee.

If a nominee is not selected for induction, that person’s name will be reconsidered for up to three years, at which time that
person will be dropped from further consideration..

The SMA Alumni Association will maintain a historical listing of purchased memorial plaques.

4. Selection Criteria. All candidates must satisfy at least one of the basic qualifying selection criteria of having some connection
to either the Staunton Military Academy (SMA) or the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Program as
defined by these three categories:

ALUMNUS (SMA or VWIL)

FACULTY/STAFF (SMA,VWIL or SMAAA staff)

FRIEND OF SMA/VWIL

LIVING LEGENDS – Those people who have been designated as SMA “Living Legends” will, upon their death,  be
automatically considered as nominees for the Memorial Wall and be voted on by the Committee at its earliest convenience.

Memorial Wall Nominations due to SMA Alumni Office by November 1st

A sixth toilet room was added to the third floor in
1923. Also in 1923, the walkway from the third floor
guardroom was removed, the doorway sealed up, and
the room converted into a cadet room.

The hillside to the east of the barracks was
landscaped in 1927 and the 10 foot retaining wall
removed to add ventilation and light to the lower floors.

In 1929 the concrete covering the Quadrangle was
removed and the old boilers taken out. The space was
converted into storage, and a trash burner was
installed. The quadrangle floor was reinstalled using
steel reinforced concrete in a black and red
checkerboard pattern. The trash burner was removed
sometime in the early 1960s.

South Barracks was torn down in 1979.

Cadet Laundry

After the devastating fire of November
1904, a one-story frame structure was erected
on the site of the first cadet barracks. No
information has been found as to what this
structure was originally used for, though most
likely it served as the cadet gym and armory.

After the South Barracks was completed,
this structure was rolled across the plaza to
the north end of the property. The western end
of this building was then outfitted as the cadet
laundry. The eastern end housed the school
carpenter shop and stables.

This building was torn down in 1918 to make way for North Barracks.

End of Buildings and Grounds, Part 1 (1884 to 1905).

Editor’s note:  Buildings and Grounds, Part 2 (1906 - 1919) will be in the December - 2014 issue of the Kablegram-
Leader, and Part 3 will be in the February - 2015 issue.

Buildings and Grounds of Staunton Military Academy, Part 1 (1884 to 1905)

Northeast corner of Barracks showing walkway
to third Gallery Guardroom circa 1912

Laundry Building, Northeast edge of Plaza circa 1910
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SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT COMMITTEE

II The Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association Partners with Harris Connect to Produce a New SMA
Alumni Directory

SMA Old Boys change emails, jobs and locations so often that it is hard for our alumni association to keep up with everyone.
As a result, your alumni association has contracted with Harris Connect, a leading publisher of alumni directories throughout the U.S.,
to update contact information on all of our alumni around the world so that they can keep up-to-date on alumni news, activities and
future reunions. Harris Connect will also help produce a beautiful hardcover and softcover publication that will allow SMA alumni to
find their old school buddies for personal reconnecting and professional networking.

Simultaneously with this effort with Harris Connect, several SMA alumni, led by Ed Smith, SMA ’76, from the last four
decades will be reaching out to members of their class by phone, email, Facebook, and/or snail mail to help with verification of contact
information and re-building of their class year data base.

UPDATE – over 400 alumni ordered and received 2014 SMA Alumni Directories. For those of you that would still like to purchase
a copy we have a few copies still for sale in the cadet store for $100 each.

III NEW SMAAA FUNDING BINS CREATED AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

The 15 “funding bins” or ways for you to contribute to your association and its beneficiaries have been eliminated.  We now
have the following ways for you to support your alumni association and VWIL

1) SMAAA MEMBERSHIP FUND – your membership dues
2) SMAAA FOUNDATION LEGACY FUNDS

A. HERITAGE FUND – help ensure the memories, traditions and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity
B. TRUTH, DUTY AND HONOR FUND – support scholarship recipients and organizations, such as the VWIL
Program at MBC, that exemplify the core values of Truth, Duty and Honor

IV GIFT GIVING MARKETING MATERIALS AND FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN

Gift Giving Marketing Materials have been created and we are gearing up for a public announcement of our fund raising
efforts at next year’s upcoming annual reunion. Be on the look-out for more information about this coming to you soon

UPDATE -/Gift Giving Materials where mailed in late April so you should have received yours. If for some reason you did not
please contact  me with your email address or mailing address (if you don’t have an email address) I will get them to you right
away.

V YOUR PAST AND ALL FUTURE DONATIONS HAVE BEEN OR ARE NOW BEENING PROPERLY
INVESTED

Sid Huguenin, SMA ’73, with Morgan Stanley has been selected by the SMAAA Board to provide investment services for
the SMA Foundation Legacy Fund.  An Investment Policy has been written, An Investment Committee has been formed and
approximately $230,000 is being invested systematically now and over the next several months into the stock market.

Update – all funds are now invested in the stock market in what we believe to be a very well-balanced portfolio of mutual funds.
Periodic investments continue to be made as donation monies are collected.

If anyone has any questions or would like to help on the Legacy Fund Project Fund Raising Committee please contact me directly.
Thanks!

Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net
713-819-1980

VWIL        NEWS

As we begin the Academic Year
2014-15, I know you’ll be pleased
to hear we inducted 47 nULLs to the
VWIL Corps of Cadets.  And in just
12 months (August 2015), we’ll
celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the
first 42 VWIL cadets who had the
courage to lead the way in 1995.
Staunton Military Academy

graduates have been strong advocates of the VWIL Corps
of Cadets from Training Day 1.  We continue to benefit
from the rewarding relationship that our VWIL cadets
and alumnae have with Staunton Military Academy
graduates.  And, I’m committed to ensure VWIL traditions
remain strong as we grow the Corps of Cadets.

In November of last year, I conducted a thorough
review of the history of the VWIL program to include the
annual recruiting, retention, and graduation data in order
to grow the Corps.  My intent was to completely
understand the VWIL foundation and traditions while
establishing goals and objectives for 2015-2020 that
complement Mary Baldwin’s 2020 Strategic Plan.  In this
Kablegram article, we’ll take a look at two of those
traditions.

Tradition: nULLs live in freshmen dorms.  I
verified with VWIL alum that from 1995-2011, all nULLs
lived in freshmen dorms with cadet roommates.  This was
essential to the full integration of the Corps of Cadets on
the Mary Baldwin campus.  In fact, nULLs living in
freshmen dorms was captured as a core competency in
the documents filed with the U.S. Supreme Court in 1994,
“Freshmen VWIL students will room together and will be
housed in groups of no more than 10 in Freshmen halls to
facilitate the development of group identity while also
encouraging good relationships and friendships with other
Freshmen.”  After speaking with VWIL alumnae and
current cadets, there was a resounding response that
nULLs living with MBC freshmen made a positive impact
on their freshman year and helped establish lasting
friendships in addition to the Corps.  So, after three years
of nULLs living separate from MBC freshmen, this Fall

we’re returning to this successful tradition.  Corporals
(sophomores) will remain in Tullidge Residence Hall,
Sergeants (Juniors) and Officers (Seniors) continue to have
priority for living in Kable Residence Hall.

Tradition: First Captain serves for one year.   The
VWIL seniors, Class of 2015, are energized to lead the
Corps of Cadets in both the Regimental and Class Systems.
As you can imagine, there are unique stressors during the
senior year in college: preparing senior thesis, completing
degree requirements, preparing to commission, applying
for graduate school, writing resumes, interviewing for jobs,
studying for MCAT and GREs, completing the VWIL
Advanced Leadership Certificate, reminiscing with your
sister cadets, just to name a few.  In ROTC units across
America, the Cadet Commander changes after the fall
semester to afford more leadership opportunities and allow
cadets to balance their class, jobs, and sports load, while
in command.  When we completed the VWIL promotion
process in February 2014, we had two seniors tied for
1st Captain.  So I posed the question to the two seniors
to consider this successful ROTC model.  After discussing
with their classmates, we agreed to retain the tradition of
the 1st Captain serving both semesters their senior year.

In the next Kablegram, I’ll share details on the VWIL
goals and objectives for the next five years, and each fall
I’ll report our progress on each goal:

Recruit the right cadet

Retain 70% of our cadets into their second
year

Revalidate VWIL program requirements

Reach 90% job placement within 6 months of
graduation

Reduce operating costs to absorb the Corps
growth

In closing, please know how honored I am to follow
Dr. Brenda Bryant and General Mike Bissell as the second
Commandant of Cadets.  Thanks to so many SMA alum
for entrusting your legacy to VWIL.

VWIL Traditions Remain Strong!
By Terry Djuric, Brig Gen (retired),

VWIL Commandant of Cadets

Continued on page 26
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Special Order No. 1
WHO:  All Cadets
WHERE:  Ft. Lauderdale Beach, Florida
DATES:  Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, October 17-19, 2014
TO WIT:  The board members are having their face-to-face board meeting in Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida.  Along with the board meeting, we will be having three days
of fun and music (Woodstock reference).

Specifically:
Friday night: dinner and music at Café del Mar.
Saturday morning: board meeting, afterwards (your choice) half-day fishing, golf, hanging out at the pool, or
sightseeing on the Waterway Taxi.
Saturday night: dinner out and/or clubbing at the Blue Martini.
Sunday: travel or (your choice) lunch at Shooters or other local sightseeing.  There is a lot to see within
walking distance of the hotel.

If you care to join us, we would love to have you.  We will be staying at the Marriott Beach Place Towers.  It’s only a cab
ride from the airport to the hotel, and just about all the attractions are within walking distance.  So, you may not require a rental car.
The Watertaxi is a great sightseeing opportunity and gets you to plenty of places—shopping, sightseeing, etc.  Restaurants are
within a block or so of the hotel.  The Bahia Mar hotel offers great views of many yachts, half-day fishing, and wave runner
rentals are also right there at the hotel.

It’s a great time to make new memories with good old friends!  If you need more details, email me at
alrossyinvestigations@yahoo.com. (Al Rossy, SMA ’74).

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT COMMITTEE

Updated 8-15-14

By Peter Birckhead ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net • 713-819-1980

As many of you know from reading prior issues of the Kablegram-Leader, the SMAAA has established the Legacy
Fund Project Committee.  As Chair of the Committee, I mentioned in the May 2013 story that I would provide routine updates
on the progress of our committee with every issue of the Kablegram-Leader. Since we started this initiative the following has
been accomplished by the committee and your association board:

I A GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION HAS BEEN SET AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

The Legacy Fund Project Committee has set a Goal to raise $1.5 million in order to provide the necessary principal
(invested) amount of money to yield a return sufficient to carry out its mission to support the Staunton Military Academy
Alumni Association in perpetuity and to support scholarship recipients or organizations, such as the Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Program, which exhibit the core values of “Truth, Duty, and Honor”.

UPDATE – at the time of this writing we have raised over $440,000 since beginning the current Legacy Fund Gift Giving Campaign started
last September 2013. This is a combination of $61,100 in cash, $62,800 in cash commitments to be paid over the next 5 years, $125,000 in
a Life Insurance Death Benefit and $192,000 in an IRA beneficiary death benefit designation.  Thanks to all of you that have made a
donation or future donation commitment!!

As a result of cash contributions over the past 12 months to the Legacy Fund combined with beginning balances on
deposit we now have well over $300,000 invested in mutual funds in the stock market.

Remember when considering a donation to the Legacy Fund no amount is too small. We have donations from a little as $10 to a much as
$50,000!

VWIL        NEWS

1st Platoon Led by Cadet Captain Nguyen ’15 2LT Harrison ’13, CPT Langston ’09
and MAJ Durbin ’02

 Cadet Captain Barron ’15

Cadet Captain Kimberly Denny ’15 at Ft Knox KY Cadet SGM Lonergan ’16 (on left)
at MCB Quantico VA

 Cadet SGT Munn ’16 (on left) Cadets Hunt ’16, DeBaun ’17,
Stewart ’16 raise the flag

Cadets raise the first flag at MBC’s
College of Health Sciences

nULLs Class of 2018 prepare to Meet Your Cadre
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Gustav Edward Gauss, SMA ‘50

Gustav Edward Gauss Jr.,
82, of Wilson, died Monday,
July 7, 2014. Eddie was a
graduate of Staunton
Military Academy where he
played tennis and basketball
and was part of the
Drum and Bugle
Corps. He graduated
from the University of
North Carolina,

Chapel Hill in 1954 with a BS in business and
was a member of Zeta Psi fraternity and the United
States Air Force ROTC. He served as a
Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force as a procurement
officer from 1954 to 1957. He was a sales

manager for Litton Industries from 1957 to 1959 and then
joined his father at the G.E. Gauss Company until retirement
in 1995. He was the founder of Office Services Unlimited
and co-founder of Action Temporaries.

Eddie was involved in many community organizations
and boards in Wilson County, serving two terms on the
Wilson City Council and several boards in Carteret County.
He was a former member of the Wilson Jaycees and co-

chairman of the Wilson County Heart Association,
member of the Elks Club and a Paul Harris Fellow
in the Rotary Club. He served as Senior and Junior
Warden at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church for
multiple terms. He served as a Boy Scout leader
at St. Timothy’s.

Eddie was preceded in death by his parents,
Vera Euler Gauss and Gustav Edward Gauss Sr.;
and his son, John Christopher Gauss. He is

Continued on page 28

Gustav Edward Gauss

From the SMA History Project.
More of Captain Kable’s early teaching career has been uncovered by the SMA History Project. The August 21st, 1866 issue of the

Staunton Spectator has an advertisement for a Classical School in Fancy Hill, Virginia, that lists W. H. Kable as an associate principal.
Fancy Hill was a small farming community located about 9 miles south of Lexington, Virginia.

The body of the advertisement goes on to say: “The associate principal, Captain W. H. Kable, is a Christian gentleman, highly
recommended for scholarly attainments and success in teaching – he has graduated from most of the schools of the University of
Virginia – has been engaged for five years in teaching and designs to make it his permanent profession.”

Chapter 2 of the History of SMA will be modified to reflect this new information.

Editor’s Note.  Courtesy of Greg Roberson, SMA ’70, our SMA Historian.

Deadline for the December Kablegram.
We plan to publish the winter issue of the Kablegram-Leader in December.  The deadline for contributions is November 20th.

Please send pictures!

History of SMA: The Buildings and Grounds.
Our SMA historian, Greg Robertson, SMA ’70, has delivered the next chapter of the SMA History, titled “Buildings and

Grounds of Staunton Military Academy”.  There is so much information in this chapter that we have split it into three parts.  Part
1 (1884 to 1905) is printed in this issue.  The second part (1906 – 1919) will be presented in the December, 2014 issue of the
Kablegram-Leader, and the third part (1920 – 1976) will appear in the February, 2015 issue.

SMA History Project

The SMA History Project has begun work on Chapter 11, “The Corps”, of the School’s History. Since a yearbook for 1976
was never published, little photographic examples of the final year of the Academy are available to the researchers.

The SMA History Project is asking anyone with  pictures of life at the Academy during that last year to please scan them (300
dpi, grayscale or 24 bit color) and email them to Greg Robertson at smahistory@hotmail.com. Pictures of the sports teams, the
companies, the senior class, the officers, the Corps on line on the asphalt or the parade ground, the final parades, and the
graduation ceremonies in the gym are especially wanted. A picture of the senior class throwing their caps into the air after being
dismissed at the end of graduation would be great.

Please contact Greg Robertson at smahistory@hotmail.com for further information.

RITES OF PASSAGE, a young adult book about
the first female cadet at a previously all-boy military
academy, comes out in September 2014 from
HarperCollins. Author Joy N. Hensley completed her
Rook year at Norwich University in 1999-2000. On
September 13th, 2pm-4pm, Ms. Hensley launched her
book at Staunton Military Academy and VWIL
Museum.

About the book:
Sam McKenna’s never turned down a dare. And

she’s not going to start with the last one her brother
gave her before he died.

So Sam joins the first-ever class of girls at the
prestigious Denmark Military Academy. She’s expecting push-
ups and long runs, rope climbing and mud-crawling. As a
military brat, she can handle an obstacle course just as well
as the boys. She’s even expecting the hostility she gets from
some of the cadets who don’t think girls belong there.

As Sam struggles to prove herself, she discovers
that some of the boys don’t just want her gone—
they will stop at nothing to drive her out. When their
petty threats turn to brutal hazing, bleeding into every
corner of her life, she realizes they are not acting
alone. A decades-old secret society is alive and
active… and determined to force her out. At any
cost.

Now time’s running short. Sam must decide who
she can trust...and choosing the wrong person could
have deadly consequences.

About the Author:  
Joy N. Hensley is a middle school writing

teacher. Once upon a time, she went to a military school on
a dare. She lives in Virginia with her husband and two children,
finding as many ways as she can to never do another push-
up again. RITES OF PASSAGE is her debut novel. Ms.
Hensley lives a stone’s throw from Virginia Military Institute.

Author Launches Novel at SMA Museum
VWIL        NEWS

nULLs Class of 2018 Meet Your Cadre Summer Orientation at the Rock - July 2014

Summer Orientation at the Rock - June 2014 VWIL Color Guard at the nULL
Induction Parade - August 2014
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survived by his wife, Betty Jean Gwatney Gauss; sons,
Gustav Edward Gauss III (Kim) and Harry Dean Gauss
(Liza); daughter-in-law, Kay Gauss; daughters, Beth Rose
Caudle, Amy Rose Morris and Mary Margaret Rose
Radford (Daryl); stepson, Bert Rose (Ramona);
grandchildren, Megan Hill, Robert Gauss (Nancy), Anna
Marshall Gauss Wilson (Charles),
Mary Riddick Gauss Stallworth
(William), Anna Wooten Gauss,
Johanna Gauss, Jack Gauss,
Mary Glenn Rose Dinger
(Brandon), Ali Pearson, Caroline
Rose, Vance Morris and Thomas
and Joseph Radford; great-
grandchildren, Maysie and
George Hill and Cannon, Grayson
and Raleigh Dinger; aunt and
uncle, Betty and David Carruth;
and cousins, Steven Carruth and
Sharon Filmer.

In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 1527,
Wilson, NC 27894.

GEOFFREY PETERSON HALL, SMA ‘’65

Geoffrey Peterson Hall, 66, of Atlanta, GA
passed away on November 4th, 2013 after a long
battle with cancer. Geoff was born in Detroit, Michigan on

December 8, 1946 to the late
Milton Hotine Hall and Svea Ann
Peterson Hall. He grew up in
Shaker Heights, Ohio and
graduated from Staunton
Military Academy in 1965. He
received a B.S. in Business at
Miami University (Ohio) in 1969,
where he pledged Sigma Chi
Fraternity.

He married the love of his life,
Betty Hinton Bass, of Columbia,

MO in 1974 and lived in Atlanta, where they raised their
three children. Geoff began his career with Merrill Lynch in
1971 and subsequently went to work for The First Boston
Corporation in 1976 for 24 years. He became the Manager
of the Atlanta office and retired in 2000 as a Managing
Director of what became Credit Suisse/First Boston. After
retiring from CS/First Boston, he opened his own firm,

Summer Capital Management, where he continued to
pursue his interests in the financial markets. He served in
the National Guard from 1970 to 1977 and was a Cub
Scout and Webelos Leader 1992-1995.

Retirement opened up a whole new world for Geoff
and Betty, traveling to new places such as Europe, as well
as their favorite old haunts, the Keeneland Race Track in
Lexington, KY, Tortola, BVI, Anna Maria Island, FL, The
Florida Keys and Daufuskie Island, SC. Geoff was known
for his ebullient personality, his story telling, his sense of
humor, his selflessness, and his enthusiasm for life and
convertibles. He was “everyone’s biggest cheerleader.”
He never met a stranger. Geoff was a giver, an entertainer,
and a friend to all. Truly, he was unforgettable. Geoff was
an avid sports fan who enjoyed horse racing, deep sea
fishing, scuba diving, football and baseball. He loved
gardening, but most of all, spending time at the beach with
his family.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Mr. & Mrs.
Milton Hotine Hall Jr. and his younger brother, Stuart

Stevens Hall. He is survived by his wife, Betty Bass
Hall, three children, Svea Ann Hall, Geoffrey
Peterson Hall Jr. (Beverly), and Bettina Hall
Johnson (Austin), and granddaughter, Madeleine
Ligon Hall, as well as his loyal “Forest” (the
Dachshund). Geoff was a longtime member of The
Cathedral of St. Philip in Atlanta, GA.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations
to be made to The Winship Cancer Institute of
Emory University in memory of Geoffrey P. Hall.
Funds will go to the

Head & Neck Cancer
Research Dept. in memory of
Geoffrey P. Hall (1762
Clifton Rd. Suite 1400
Atlanta, Ga. 30322, (404)
7 7 8 - 5 1 7 5 ,
www.winshipcancer.emory.edu/
support). Or, donations can
also be made to The
Cathedral of St. Philip in
memory of Geoffrey P. Hall
(2744 Peachtree Road
Atlanta, Georgia 30305).

Published in The Atlanta Journal-Constitution from
Nov. 7 to Nov. 8, 2013

Continued from page 4

afternoon to work out.  Gradually, he moved to the
locker room area with its shower room and small
exercise area under the Memorial Hall Gym stairs.
There, he exercised by himself for an hour or two each
day until his death in 1960.  The old janitor, Jim, saw
that his sweat clothes were regularly washed and laid
out, as he had done for boxing teams for over 20 years.
Joe believed and was often heard to say: “To be in good
health for all of your life, don’t smoke, drink only in
moderation, and exercise regularly; more when you’re
young, less when you’re old, but always feel you’ve
had a good workout.”  As he left the commissary one
day to exercise, Harry Dey was heard to say: “Someday,
Joe, we will have to carry you out of that exercise
room.”  But they never did.

Lt. Colonel Taylor remained at SMA running the
mess for the next fifteen years until his death in 1960.
He was feeling his age at 74, had two minor strokes,
and was planning to retire at the end of the school year.
During May finals, he felt tired in the afternoon and
went home to rest before the evening meal.  He was
found dead by his bed at four in the afternoon by his
wife of 53 years, Clara.  He had died quickly of an
aneurysm which burst inside his chest.  He never retired
from SMA; he died on the job.  He made first the army
and then SMA his life.  He served each for 40 years; it
wasn’t meant for him to retire.

His funeral was held at the Staunton Episcopal
Church on Main Street.  His wife, son, and the faculty
and Corps of Cadets were in attendance to say farewell
to a dear friend and a dedicated soldier.  The next day,
he was laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery in a
grave midway between the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier and President John F. Kennedy’s Eternal Flame.
His wife and son walked behind the un-mounted Cavalry
horse that followed his casket to the grave site.  The
horse, with cavalry boot turned backwards in the stirrups,
was led by a trooper, an old cavalry tradition.  Joe had
lived and died a cavalry officer, and that’s the way he
wanted it.

In 1961, the graduating class placed a plaque with
this message at the Mess Hall entrance: “In memory of
Joseph Taylor, Lieutenant Colonel, Army of the United
States, Retired.  Coach and Mess Officer, 1919 – 1960

and devoted friend to a legion of cadets.   He taught
boys to be men.”

This dedication appeared in the 1947 Shrapnel: “To
a man of sterling character and high ideals; to a man
who has given of himself tirelessly and unstintingly to
both country and friends; to a man who always has
exemplified and always will exemplify loyalty to a host
of such friends; to a man whose superb character and
outstanding physical prowess cannot be measured in
mere words; to a man who will live forever in the hearts
and memories of thousands of devoted boys; to this
man the 1947 Shrapnel is respectfully dedicated…
Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Taylor - - our own Captain
Joe.

In his book, “The Conscience of a Conservative”,
Barry Goldwater, Brigadier General, Senator from
Arizona, former candidate for President of the United
States, and former SMA cadet, listed Joe Taylor as one
of the three men who most influenced his life during
his formative years.  After Joe’s death, Senator
Goldwater said he sent his sons to SMA; so they could
get to know men like Joe Taylor.

Captain Joe came from a time when people sat on
their front porch on warm summer nights and told stories
about their lives.  Most of what you have read is based
on the stories he told to his family and friends on his
front porch at 237 Sycamore Street below Flag Pole
Hill.

Joe Taylor, Jr., SMA Class of 1946

Cadet Gauss in 1950.

Cadet Hall in 1965
Geoffrey Peterson Hall
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DAVID ALLEN LLOYD, SMA ‘55

“Tex” Lloyd was born on
November 9, 1936, in
Sapulpa, OK, to Ray A. Lloyd
and Vivian K. Simms and
entered Staunton Military
Academy (SMA) as a senior
in the fall of 1954 from
Gladewater, TX.  He was a
formidable fullback on the
Hilltoppers’ varsity football
team and also put the shot on
the track team — over 50 feet.
After graduating from SMA in
1955, he started his college career at Texas Tech, and
then transferred to the University of Georgia where he
lettered in football in 1957-58.  He was drafted in the
fourth round of the 1959 NFL Draft and signed with the
Cleveland Browns while still in college. He explained
that it was a hard decision to leave the University of
Georgia.  “I was pleased with Georgia, and I liked it
very much in Athens.  I gave Georgia the best
I had, and they did the same for me.  My reason
can be summed up briefly… a wife and three
children to support.”  He went on to have a
great 12-year pro-football career.   He played
linebacker for the Cleveland Browns (1959 – 61),
the Detroit Lions (1962), and the Philadelphia
Eagles (1963 – 70) [one of the oldest living
players in 1970].  He also played in the 1970
Pro Bowl earning the All Stars Special Golden
Helmet Award.

After retiring from football, he owned and operated
Action Construction Co. in Longview for many years,

later moving to
Gladewater where he was
a past member of the
Gladewater Chamber of
Commerce, a promoter of
the Gladewater
Community and a
member of the Football
Letterman’s Club,
contributing to the NFL
Alumni Charity Golf
Classic Series Petroleum
and Oil Tournaments over
the years. In addition, he
was a member of the

Canal Zone to take command of the military police.  At
55, he was too old for combat, but was looking forward
to being back in the service.  However, it was not to be.

Staunton’s Superintendent and Commandant called
Washington and visited the Pentagon to have Joe’s duty
station switched back to SMA.  Joe resisted, but his friend
General Patch advised him to stay at SMA.  Patch told
him: “Stay where you are Taylor.  We’re going to need a
lot of well-trained young men before this war is over.
You’ll serve your country best at Staunton turning boys
into men.”  So Joe spent the war years teaching Military
Science and Tactics and running the Mess at Staunton.
During the war, many a cadet wearing olive drab stopped
in to see Joe in his commissary office to talk about their
war experiences over a cup of coffee.  After the war, in
1946, he retired from the army for the last time with the
rank of Lieutenant Colonel.  He had been in and out of
the army four times during his life, with a total of 40
years of active military service.

Joe and Clara had one son, Joe Jr.  Clara had lost two
other children in childbirth; so Joe Jr. led a protected life
until he entered SMA as a freshman.  For years later, in
1946, he graduated a cadet officer and co-captain of his
father’s last boxing team.  His father wanted him to attend
West Point, but WW II was over, and his interests lay
elsewhere.  Joe Jr. graduated from The University of
Virginia in Chemical Engineering and later earned an
MBA from The University of Michigan.  In 1955, he
entered the Navy and served four years on active duty
and six in the ready reserves.  He left the Navy a
Lieutenant, a rank equivalent to that his father held for so
many years.  His father was disappointed he did not go
to West Point, but was proud of his accomplishments
and was heard to say years later: “Maybe it was all for
the best.”

Captain Joe ran a small personal loan service for
cadets at SMA.  It began to fill a need.  The SMA finance
office was a place where money was deposited by a
cadet’s parents for him to draw when needed.  However,
it closed at noon on Saturday, just before cadets had leave
to go to town.  Some didn’t plan ahead, but needed money
for a date or show, and some had overspent their monthly
allowance as month end neared.  Captain Joe would loan

cadets small sums to tide them over until money arrived.
He kept a note book in his commissary office with the
cadet’s name, company, barracks, and amount loaned.
When they repaid him, he scratched the entry out.  At
times, he had close to $400 on loan in sums of $5 to $20.
He almost never lost any money.  Over the years, word
got around about his loan service.  As finals approached,
some cadet officers would voluntarily take the notebook
and remind any cadets with an outstanding balance to
pay up.

SMA had many dances.  Young girls from nearby
Stuart  Hall, Fairfax Hall, and Mary Baldwin College
were invited.  The school superintendent or commandant
or both and their wives attended as chaperons.  It was
customary for each cadet to introduce his date to the
chaperons at some time during the evening.  One day,
Captain Joe was asked to chaperon a dance.  Although
he always arranged for the dance refreshments, he had
never attended a dance.  Clara was a rather shy person
and preferred to remain in the background, but this one
time they went.  That night, Captain Joe in his dress
uniform and Clara in a long gown met their son and his
date as they passed through the receiving line.

Each year, the Corps of Cadets dedicated its yearbook,
The Shrapnel, to a faculty member.  Captain Joe had
yearbooks dedicated to him three times – 1932, 1939,
and 1947.  It would have been more, but he declined to
be considered saying too many dedications were
inappropriate.  SMA was truly fortunate to have so many
fine, dedicated teachers: Brice, Bodie, Brown, Dey,

Duggan, Howie,
James, Moody, Pence,
Pitcher, and Webb.
All could be found in
Captain Joe’s
commissary talking
over a cup of coffee.
They were all his
friends.

After boxing was
abolished, Joe still
went to the boxing
exercise area each

Continued on page 5

Cadet Joseph Taylor, Jr.  SMA ‘46

Gladewater Lions Club, a member of the Gladewater
Hunting and Fishing Club, and a former member
Gladewater Country Club.

David Allen Lloyd died on August 9, 2014, in
Gladewater, TX, at 77 years old, a lifetime member of
the First Baptist Church of Gladewater..

Longview News-Journal - Published 08/09/14;
oldestlivingprofootball.com; and projects.news-
journal.com/obituaries/2014/aug/12. Edits by Kelly
McGavock, SMA ’59

John P. Swagler, SMA ‘52

John P. Swagler, 79, of
Seville, passed away Friday,
January 10, 2014 at Altercare
of Wadsworth. He was born
April 18, 1934 in Seville, to
Paul and Ada (Eby) Swagler.

He attended Seville
School and graduated from
Staunton Military Academy

in 1952. Associated
with his father in the
family’s plumbing and
heating business for many years, John was also an
over-the-road trucker and retired from Virmurco.
Passionate about Allis Chalmers, he took pleasure
in retirement in repairing farm machinery and
restoring old tractors. John was a long time member
of the Lions Club.

John married Kathleen (Miller) Swagler on
June 16, 1956, and she survives along with daughters,
Christine (Jim) Sullivan of Cuyahoga Falls and Cheryl
(Marshall) Brown of Greenville,
South Carolina; beloved
grandchildren, Lexie Swagler,
Bonnie and Travis Brown; and a
brother, Jack Swagler of Lebanon.

He was preceded in death by
his parents; and a sister, Joan
Jarvis. In lieu of flowers,
contributions may be made to
Seville-Guilford Fire and EMS,
100 W. Greenwich Rd., Seville,
OH 44273 or to the charity of the
donor’s choice.

Published in The Medina-Gazette on January 13, 2014.

Cadet Lloyd in 1955.

Cadet Swagler in 1952.

John P. Swagler



President ....................  William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74
Vice President ....... Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74
Secretary .................................. Al Rossy, SMA ‘74
Treasurer ...................... Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62
Chaplain ........................ Richard Henderson, SMA ‘63

PERMANENT COMMITTEES

ALUMNI RELATIONS
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ‘56 ................. Member

FINANCE
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 ............... Chairman
Edmund A. Smith, SMA ‘76 ...............  Member

LEGAL
Warren Hutton, SMA ‘75 ..................... Member

SCHOLARSHIPS
Tom Davis, SMA ’62 ............................ Member

AD-HOC COMMITTEES

SMA FOUNDATION LEGACY FUND
Peter Birckhead SMA ’73 ................. Chairman
*Steve Bond SMA ’61 ...................... Co-Chair
Warren Hutton, SMA ’75 .................... Member
*Tony Shipula ’74 .............................. Member
Tom Davis SMA ’62 ............................ Member
*Bob Poovey SMA ’60 ...................... Member
*Sid Huguenin ’73 ............................. Member
Amanda Lancaster VWIL ’03 .............. Member
Bill Bissett SMA ’74 ........ Non-voting Advisory
Mark Orr, SMA ’73 ......... Non-voting, Advisory

REUNION
Edmund A. Smith, SMA ‘76 .............. Chairman
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 ........... Member
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ’56 ................. Member
*Jay Nedry, SMA ‘69 .......................... Member

SMA-VWIL MUSEUM
*Brocky Nicely, SMA ‘65 ......................Curator
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 ......... Chairman
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ’56 ................. Member
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘73 . ................ Member
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 .......................... Member
William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74 ................. Member

KABLEGRAM
Burdette Holmes, SMA ’62 ..................... Editor
Amanda Bennett Lancaster, VWIL ’03 ...... Assoc. Editor

WEBSITE
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 ......................Webmaster

AT LARGE
Dominic (Jack) Dalbo ....................SMA ’68
Erinn Singman Kaine .................... VWIL ‘02
Mei-Ling Fye ................................. VWIL ‘05

SMA ALUMNI OFFICE
Arlene Nicely ............. SMA Office Manager

* VIP (non board member)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $10.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(2)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $35.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $40.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold .................. $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review

reflections from the hill

By Bill Bissett,
President SMA Alumni Association

Hello again, fellow Alumni
 

We are rapidly running into the
fall, and I for one am not looking
forward to the cold again. The next
reunion is coming into range; so
please… everyone preregister for the
reunion weekend in April this coming

year. It makes it so much easier for all of us (especially Arlene)
to plan on the meals and events for the weekend.

Also, please pay your dues on time; it helps keep the lights
on. We are looking forward to having some interaction with our
fellow Military School brothers at AMA this year. We have both
scheduled our reunion weekends for the same weekend, and we
have set up a few events where we can get together. There is a
golf outing on Friday morning, a dance band at the clock tower
Friday night and a skeet shoot Saturday afternoon. We are looking
for a few good men to hold up our winning tradition to compete
with our AMA brothers on the golf course and at the range and
bring home another winning story for the dinner table Saturday
night.

Stuart Hall is also going to have their reunion that weekend,
and I am sure they will be at the dance Friday night at the Clock
Tower downtown. The number of alumni that are coming back
on Thursday night is increasing every year. Most of the board
started coming back early years ago because of our early meetings
Friday morning, but in the last few years a lot of alumni are
showing up Thursday, because it gives us a little more time to see
our brother classmates and interact without being on a schedule.

Please, all of you that like to Golf, make plans to meet us in
Staunton Thursday night and get signed up for the golf outing
Friday morning. I would be golfing with you except I have the
board meeting Friday at the same time in the morning. Having
the reunion in April should provide us with better weather for all
of our outdoor events, and we all know how nice the spring is in
the Shenandoah Valley.

I want to thank everyone who has helped fund our future in
the legacy campaign and especially Peter Birckhead, who has
been working hard to get the information out to potential donors.
Thank you all for your support. I want to mention to all of you
also, that you will not be prospected or bothered about donations
reunion weekend. I think everyone knows what is set up and I
also understand that we are there to have fun and trade war
stories and not get beat to death about money. I am looking
forward to seeing all of you in the spring, so plan on being in
Staunton in April 2015. See you there.
  
Truth, Duty, Honor,
Bill Bissett
President, SMAAA
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

Continued on page 4

Continued...

teams to arrange competitive meets.  SMA would
usually go out of state to find competition, and often
matches were with freshman college teams, not high
school teams.  Captain Joe’s teams fought the University
of Virginia and the University of Michigan freshman
teams and the West Point Plebe team.  Some of his
boxers went to college and fought on some the same
teams they had competed against.

Joe was often asked who was the best boxer he
ever coached.  Generally, he was reluctant to answer,
saying he had many great fighters, and it was difficult
to pick one.  But those who talked boxing with him
noticed that he often mentioned Joe Bunser.  Bunser
was certainly one of the best.  He went on from
Staunton to box in college, and later coached boxing
and became a referee.  Boxers know that you make
eye contact with your opponent when a fight begins
and try to keep it throughout the fight.  Small eye
movements often betray a planned punch.  Captain Joe
was often heard to say at practice: “Look them in the
eye”.  Looking Joe Bunser in the eye was an experience
you never forgot.  His eyes were different color, one
brown and the other blue.

Captain Joe lived just below flag-pole-hill and
enjoyed a brisk walk up the hill to work at 6:30 each
morning and a leisurely walk home each evening about
7:30.  His hours were long, but he always had time to
talk with the many who stopped in to see him.  After
lunch, his office was a place to gather until afternoon

SMA boxing team in 1924.
Captain Joe is on the top left.

drill began.  As the years passed, he grew less able to
walk up the hill.  Both his knees had been operated on
in his youth to repair football injuries.  In the 1950’s,
he had a standing order with Booker Meyers, a local
taxi driver, to take him to the commissary each
morning.  For their entire lives, neither Joe nor Clara
ever drove a car.

Captain Joe loved horses all of his life.  In his youth
in the cavalry, he rode regularly.  But the horse-less
carriage, in the form of the automobile, replaced the
horse in the 1930’s.  In his later years at SMA, once or
twice a year, he would get 4 or 5 friends to share
expenses and hire Booker Meyers and his taxi to drive
them to the nearest racetrack in Charleston, West
Virginia.  (Once they went as far as the Kentucky
Derby.)  He loved watching beautiful thoroughbred
horses run.  He always returned to Staunton relaxed
and jubilant about his experience.

Captain Joe and Clara each had a dog.  Their names
were Jigs and Laddy.  The two dogs were quite
different, but got along well.  Clara’s Laddy was older,
a little fat, and slow moving.  Jigs was lean and fast, a
screw-tail Bulldog. He was friendly to people, but every
inch a fighter.  Jigs would walk up the hill to work
with Joe in the morning, leave him at the Commissary
door, and head home for breakfast, chasing an
occasional rabbit or squirrel.  When Jigs came to SMA,
there was another dog on the hill named Sox, a white
bulldog with four black feet.  Sox belonged to Colonel
Russell, the Superintendent, and lived in Russell house
on the top of Flag Pole Hill.  He was twice Jigs’ size
and weight, but older and slower.  When the two met
one morning on the Asphalt, Jigs never hesitated.  It
was a short fight, because Captain Joe was there to
separate them with the help of some cadets.  Jigs was
taken to the commissary, where a taxi was called, and
he was sent home.  This ended Jigs’ walks to work
with Captain Joe.  For the next few years, he was
confined to the house until Joe was out of sight.

Joe retired from active army service in 1939.  He
remained retired for two years until WW II began on
December 7, 1941.  Shortly after the war began, he
was recalled to active duty and assigned to the Panama
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Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.
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•  SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt): $___________
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are tax deductible.

•  TTTTTruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Duty, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt): $___________
       The purpose of the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund is to support entities such as the Virginia
  Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Program at Mary Baldwin College (MBC) that  exemplify
the core values of Truth, Duty, and Honor (TDH) through educational scholarships  and program
support.  Your contributions are tax deductible.
     Note. If you are contributing to the TDH Fund, please indicate the breakdown of your  contribution.

 Educational Scholarships: $___________
 Program Support: $___________
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Captain Joe’s life after he came to SMA is well known by
many of those who attended the academy between 1919 and 1960.
His skill as an army mess officer soon won him that job at Staunton.
During the peak years of WW II, his mess fed 600 students three
meals a day, when food was rationed, and some things were
difficult to find.  He arrived at his “Cage” office in the Mess Hall
Commissary around 6:30 each morning to supervise breakfast
preparation and left after dinner at around 7:30 at night.  He had
the respect of the 40 black food service workers he supervised.
Of these, he often mentioned Chick, Lanky, Larry, and Podney.
Chick was his head waiter, Lanky and Larry ran his commissary
cage office, and Podney was a jack-of-all-trades.

Mess hall discipline at SMA was a mixed bag at best.  Put
600 hungry young boys in one room, and you could have
problems.  Flipping
butter pads at other
cadets and the ceiling
sometimes happened.
For free meals, the
faculty ate at certain
tables to preserve

decorum.  Some were good disciplinarians, and some were not.  The faculty who
ate in the mess hall sat at one table, but supervised three others.  Some came to
Captain Joe to ask his help with an unruly cadet they were unable to control.  Joe
decided early in his career as mess officer that he would walk through dining
room at meal time.  He felt his presence had a calming influence on everyone
including the waiters and “chiefs”.  When he saw unbecoming conduct, he would
walk up behind the cadet and place a hand firmly on the cadet’s shoulder and say
“See me after the meal”.  In his cage office, Joe gave a brief talk on what was and
was not acceptable conduct in his dining room.  He rarely had to repeat it.  He
never put a cadet on report; it wasn’t his way.

Boxing at SMA began and ended with Captain Joe.  He recruited a boxing
team and coached it until boxing was abolished by the school in 1946.  Because
boxing in high school was uncommon, it was difficult to find other high school

The Life and Times of Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Taylor
(Part 2 of 2)

By Joseph Taylor, Jr., SMA ‘46

Col. Joseph Taylor in the dedication of the 1947 Shrapnel.


	SMA news sept 2014R.pdf
	SMA news sept 2014L

