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A.J. “Tim” Rodenberg, SMA ’70, wins three Gold Medals

Clermont County Sheriff A.J. ‘Tim’ Rodenberg, center, shared two of the three gold medals
he won June 14 at a powerlifting competition with two of his deputies who helped him prepare.

Chris Stratton is at left and Tony Dufresne is at right.

Clermont County Sheriff A.J. “Tim” Rodenberg Jr. (SMA ’70) likes to say
he’s “64 years young.”  But now that he’s won three gold medals in a powerlifting
contest, he’s taken to pointing out that he was the second-oldest competitor in
the trials.

Rodenberg took top honors in his age and weight division for bench pressing,
deadlifting, and push-pulling (combined total for bench press and deadlifting) at
the Ohio Police and Fire Games in Oberlin June 14.  Rodenberg has served as
sheriff of Clermont County for more than 16 years.  He was an assistant Clermont
County prosecutor for 10 years before that.

“After having what I consider to be success at the games in Oberlin this year,
I can truly say I felt a sense of accomplishment and satisfaction that I have not
experienced in recent years,” Rodenberg said.  “I have described it as feeling
like a boy on Christmas morning and the same sensation I had when I was in the
Marine Corps and landed a jet on an aircraft carrier for the first time.”

Rodenberg has been powerlifting for less than a year.  He credits two of his
deputies for getting him involved in the sport and for encouraging his continued
efforts. “The process started out as a general fitness/toning routine, but as it
progressed my trainer, one of my
deputies, Tony Dufresne, suggested I
train to compete in the Ohio Police and

Fire Games in the powerlifting events,” Rodenberg said.  “He has over two decades
of experience in powerlifting and body building, and is a seasoned personal trainer
with his wife Jill.  “Tony encouraged and pushed me to do my best which was a key

factor in my success at the games,” Rodenberg said.
“Another one of my deputies, Chris Stratton, accompanied me to the games

and provided expertise and encouragement during my competition.”
Dufresne said he couldn’t be any happier with Rodenberg’s performance in

Oberlin. “He has only been training about eight months for the meet and improved
every workout,” Dufresne said.  “Sheriff Rodenberg exceeded our expectations for
this meet by 20 pounds, and that was with me being conservative on picking the
weight on each of his lifts. The sheriff has a quote that is heavily used at his office,
Leadership by example,” Dufresne said.  “I had no doubt that he would live up to
that.  It was very obvious that he had inspired many of the other competitors at the
meet and his example will influence many others”.  Rodenberg has been training with
Dufresne once or twice a week.
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................... $5.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00
_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $10.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(3)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold .................. $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.
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$____________
$____________
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$____________
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$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
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$____________
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$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
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$____________
$____________Total:

CADET STOREreflections from the hill

Pass in Review

Reflections from the Hill
 

We are half way to our next all class reunion and finalizing a great
weekend of events for us all. I especially look forward to my class of ‘74
to see as many as can come. The class of ‘73 did really well last year; so
all of you ‘74 grads get off your tails and get to Staunton at the end of
March. The classes of ‘69 and ‘64 have big years coming up also; so get
your fellow classmates motivated to come and enjoy the weekend with all
of their long lost buddies. If you have any reservations about coming, just
ask some of the guys that have already been back. Everyone has a great
time seeing their old classmates and reliving some of the old stories one
more time.

While I have your attention, please “pay your annual dues” and don’t
forget to think about donating a little more to the cause to keep all of our
history and legacy alive. I also wanted to thank all of you that have already
donated monies to the legacy fund. It is our future, and from the small
amounts to the very large donations from some of you, it makes our future
happen.

Thank all of you that come back year after year. I look forward to
seeing you guys in March, and make sure everyone calls at least one of
your old class mates that haven’t been back yet. They will love it.

See you in March 2014!

Best Regards
 
Bill Bissett
 
President
SMAAA
 

Please, pay your dues!
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A.J. “Tim” Rodenberg, SMA ’70, wins three Gold Medals
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“I would have to say it is the most physically demanding thing I have ever undertaken,
particularly because of the heavy weights involved for someone my age,” Rodenberg
said. “I was in the Marines for five years when I was a bit younger, and that too was
physically challenging, but more so in a general sense.”  Rodenberg said powerlifting
involves the brain as well as brawn.  “Although I have a trainer, powerlifting is not a team
sport,” Rodenberg said.  “When it’s time to compete and lift the weights, you are on your
own, and like any other competition there is an adrenaline rush and stress involved.”

Rodenberg said law-enforcement officers would do well to take up powerlifting.
“Any type of physical fitness training is something that can help law enforcement officers
perform their duties more effectively and can enhance their personal safety.” Rodenberg
said he will continue to powerlift so long as he is able.  “I plan to compete again next year

in June when the games will be held here in Clermont County.”  “Tony, my trainer, and I have tentatively set a combined push-pull

total of 550 pounds as something that should be within my capacity to attain.”

SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

Sheriff A.J. Rodenberg winning
the dead-lifting competition.

Tribute to “Ma” Sproul
By Kevin Gorman, SMA ‘70

Margaret Pratt Sproul (affectionately known as “Ma Sproul”) passed away on Saturday, Feb. 2, 2013. She was born in
Kenilworth, England, in 1920.  She was married to Major General Archibald Sproul, who passed away in 2005. Her son Arch Jr.
(Sandy) was our SMA corps adjutant 1969-1970.

The Sproul family has always been proud supporters of our alma mater.  As many cadets circa 66-70 may remember, Major
General Sproul presided as our guest of honor over many a parade and military school events.  In WWII, he was the brigade
adjutant in the brigade that included Major Howie’s battalion at Normandy. Ma, the General, and their children (Sugie, Arch Jr.,
and Mitzi) took many of us into their home and literally treated us as if we were their own kids. They generously opened their
home, and their refrigerator to us. One Friday night in the fall of ’69 before the annual Augusta Military Academy (AMA) game,
Ma and the General loaded the station wagon with their extended SMA Cadet family, and conducted a surprise attack on the
AMA fortress.  There were no casualties; however the station wagon did suffer a few dents, but plenty of TP and eggs rained
upon our military school foes in fulfillment of desires of rivalry spirit.  Ma taught us to play bridge, served us occasional formal
dinners, thus providing us an atmosphere where we could practice our gentlemanly etiquette.  Most of all her demeanor was
graciously kind and open. We were even allowed to sneak our dates over to watch TV, etc. … Those of us who knew her,
know how very much she and her family brightened our adolescent lives.  Words cannot describe this family’s generosity,
especially their matriarch “Ma.”  Part of her obit read:  “Mrs. Sproul was an avid gardener and loved to entertain - her parties
were legendary.”  No doubt she is preparing for our eventual reunion.

Most respectfully yours Ma, “the 7.”

Mrs. “Ma” Sproul being honored at her 90th birthday!
(Thank you General Bissell for graciously providing the

VWIL Color Guard to honor her at this event!)

Rick Edwards SMA ’70, Arch Sproul Jr. SMA ’70,
Mrs. “Ma” Sproul, Kevin Gorman SMA ‘70.

Picture was taken at 2010 reunion and luncheon
honoring Mrs. “Ma” Sproul.
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In addition to military training opportunities, VWIL cadets had many opportunities to learn and develop skills
through summer study abroad and internships. We are excited for Cadet Ally Beall who was selected for the prestigious
summer abroad program at Oxford University in England. Cadet Jordan Berg had a great summer interning with the local
police department and Cadet Emily Carroll completed her summer with an internship on Capitol Hill. Meagan Barron spent
the summer using her leadership skills acquired at VWIL as a counselor at Culver Military Academy.

VWIL Activities 2013-14

FALL SEMESTER
Subject to change.

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION
5 Oct 4 p.m. Family Weekend Parade PAC Field
18-21 Oct Fall Break
18-20 Oct Fall FTX VMI
8-9 Nov VWIL Overnight
9 Nov 11 a.m. Virginia’s Veterans Parade Roanoke, VA
9 Nov 11 a.m. Staunton Veterans Parade Staunton, VA
15 Nov TBA Junior Dads Honor Ceremony Kable Courtyard
16 Nov TBA Junior Dads
22-23 Nov VWIL Board of Visitors Meeting
27 Nov – 1 Dec Thanksgiving Break
2 Dec 7 p.m. Staunton Christmas Parade Downtown Staunton
6 Dec 6:30 p.m. Lexington Christmas Parade Lexington, VA

17 Dec Christmas Break Begins
 
Note to Alumni: The Commandants Advisory Board is looking for any alumni that would like to serve as a advisor
for their class and we are looking for a secretary for the alumni group. If you are interested please contact Amanda
Lancaster, 03 at Amandamichellelancaster@gmail.com

VWIL        NEWS

Cadet Beall cannot make him smileCadet Beall takes time off classes at Oxford



—5 ——24 —

VWIL        NEWS remembering
Remembering Col. Dennis Case

By Tom Phillips, SMA ‘74

Gentleness. Calm. Assuredness.

As I listened to The Rev. Dr. Paul S. Nancarrow, rector of Trinity Episcopal Church deliver the homily at the memorial
service for Dennis Grayson Case — on a beautiful Saturday in June in the Shenandoah Valley, sitting close to where I
sat almost 40 years ago at my baccalaureate service — I was taken by those words. In three words Dr. Nancarrow, who
was brought to Trinity by a search committee headed by Dennis Case, had captured the essence of the man so many of
us knew when we were cadets, just boys transitioning to manhood.

Dennis Case was the epitome of a Southern Gentleman; indeed, he was a Virginia Gentleman, born in Henry County
on November 21, 1933, educated at Roanoke College and earning his master’s degree at Madison College. He was a life-
long Virginia resident and educator, and he died at his Staunton home on June 9, 2013. He was 79 years of age.

Dennis Case was known to many Old Boys by various ranks, but I will refer to him as Col. Case, as that was his rank
my senior year when he had assumed the SMA Headmaster’s position. Later, after SMA closed, Col. Case spent two
decades as the assistant principal at Riverheads High School just south of Staunton.

All of us Old Boys rightly stake a claim to memories of Col. Case. For me, the most recent occurred on the Thursday
night before the official start of the 2013 reunion in March, when a group of us met for supper at the Mill Street Grill, an event that has become
somewhat of a tradition (thanks to Jay Nedry ’69 for starting it). I was fortunate enough to sit across the table from Col. Case, and enjoyed a wonderful
evening as a result. His humor, ever present, showed itself early when our cocktails arrived and he said he hoped for a “generous pour.” Col. Case
enjoyed his bourbon, a fact that did not go unmentioned at his memorial service I might add, and many enjoyed a good laugh as a result.

As a cadet, I never had the good fortune of taking an English class from Col. Case. But he did advise me when I signed up for courses my senior
year. In retrospect, I wish I had listened a bit more intently and heeded his advice.

In all my encounters with Col. Case, whether as a cadet, at reunions or visiting with him when he was at Riverheads, he was calm and at ease; he
always had (or took) the time to talk, he was always gentle, and his words always came across with a quiet confidence that indicated he “knew whereof
he spoke.”

I wish all of the Old Boys could have heard Col. Robert Wease’s daughter, Allyson Wease Watkins, deliver her remembrance of Col. Case at the
memorial service. For, as Dr. Nancarrow captured his essence, she captured his spirit. For those of you who recall the Wease Government class testing
hierarchy, Allyson earned an “A+ at a command performance.”

Gentleness. Calm. Assuredness.
Words to live by.
Words by which to be remembered.

So it was and is with Col. Case.

Post Script:  Col. Case was one of the treasures of Staunton Military Academy, and like our school we have lost him to the ages. His passing was a
clarion call to me – that time passes all too quickly and we are never to take anything for granted. So, my friends, plan to attend the reunion next March
– come celebrate the life of Dennis Case, spend time with the former SMA faculty and staff who are kind enough to join us, and reconnect with your
fellow Old Boys.

Col. Dennis Case in 1966

briefly
Question from the SMAAA Historian, Greg Robertson, SMA ‘70

Recently, Greg received an email from a former cadet, Jack Haught. It concerned the question of who holds the honor of being
the youngest member of our illustrious group. Jack, who entered SMA in September of 1975 when he was only eleven, is currently
laying claim to that title as he just turned 49.

If anyone else can lay claim to being younger, please email Greg at smahistory@hotmail.com.  He’d love to hear from someone
that attended the Academy the year that it operated in Hampton (1977-78) or even someone from the summer program that operated
in Staunton in the late 1980’s.

We will let everyone know the results in a later column. Thanks!

Deadline for the December Kablegram-Leader (Winter Issue)
Currently, we plan to publish the winter issue of the Kablegram-Leader in December.  Once again, this will be an online issue; so

we will not print and mail you a copy UNLESS you request it from the SMA Alumni Association!  The deadline for articles is
November 15th.  And as usual, we really need pictures!

VWIL Midshipman Leyton
had the great opportunity to go
to sea on an aircraft carrier in
the Persian Gulf. VWIL is very
proud of the expansion of the
Navy program and the
extraordinary success of our
midshipmen.

VWIL Army cadets went to
the Leader Development and
Assessment Course at Fort
Lewis this summer to learn the
basics of Army officer training.
Congratulat ions to Cadets
Campbell, Gonzalez-Rivera,
Limerick, and Montano. Great
job at LDAC

Congratulations to our VWIL cadets who spent the summer at Basic
Training and Advanced Individual Training for the Army. Cadets Baldwin,
Dullahan, Munn, Seekins, Wenthe, Stalls, and Grays completed Basic Training
for the National Guard or Army Reserve. Cadets Carolyn Denny and
Kimberley Denny completed AIT at Fort Leanord Wood.

Midshipman Leyton with friends in the Persian Gulf

Cadet Campbell practices troop insertion
via rubber boats

Long way down

HAZMAT Training at Fort Lewis

Basic Training for National Guard or Army  Reserve

Cadet Carolyn Denny completes Advanced Infantry
Training at Fort Leonard Wood
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VWIL        NEWS

SMA Alumni Association Legacy Fund Project Committee

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association Partners
with Harris Connect to Produce Alumni Publication

 
SMA Old Boys change emails, jobs, and locations so often that it is hard for our alumni association to keep up with

everyone. As a result, your alumni association has contracted with Harris Connect, a leading publisher of alumni directories
throughout the US, to update contact information on all of our alumni around the world so that they can keep up-to-date on alumni
news, activities and future reunions. Harris Connect will also help produce a beautiful hardcover publication that will allow SMA
alumni to find their old school buddies for personal reconnecting and professional networking.

The easiest and fastest way to track down a school friend is through this Alumni Today publication, as it will include the
most up-to-date contact information, including current job title and employer, on as many alumni as possible. The publication will
feature an introduction with full color pictures and memories from your days at SMA, prominent SMA personas and a history of
the school. There will also be a ”Through the Years” section organized by decade with photos and captions submitted by the alumni
and a class year/biographical section with narratives from alumni

All SMA grads will be contacted - by phone, email and mail - over the next few months to verify and update their contact
and career information.  Please help you alumni association by responding the Harris Connect! 

 
Thanks
 
Peter Birckhead, 73

Truth, Duty, Honor

By Peter Birckhead ‘73

As many of you know from reading the May 2013 issue of the Kablegram-Leader, the SMAAA has established the
Legacy Fund Project Committee.  As Chair of the Committee, I mentioned in the May story that I would provide routine
updates on the progress of our committee with every issue of the Kablegram-Leader. Since this past May the following has
been accomplished by the committee and your association board:

I MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS AND CORE VALUES OF THE SMAAA LEGACY FUND
PROJECT COMMITTEE HAVE BEEN DEFINED AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED.

Vision Statement.

The vision of the SMA Legacy Fund is to preserve in perpetuity the legacy of

Staunton Military Academy, its core values of “Truth, Duty and Honor” and its heritage.

Mission Statement.

The mission of the SMA Legacy Fund is to support its vision through the Staunton Military Academy Alumni
Association and by supporting scholarship recipients or organizations, such as the Virginia Women’s Institute for
Leadership (VWIL) Program, which exhibit the core values of “Truth, Duty, and Honor”.

Our Core Values

Truth – we are committed to always be honest to ourselves and others.

Duty – we are committed to fulfilling obligations with the highest degree of integrity.

Honor – we are committed to exhibiting respect and dignity to ourselves and others.-

Continued from page 7

The cadets were busy over the past summer with many different activities. We are proud of the accomplishments of the cadets and are
excited to see opportunities available to cadets continuing to grow and be taken advantage of by so many worthy cadets.
Airborne.  Cadet Kimberly Denny completed US Army Airborne School at Fort Benning, Georgia. Three weeks of very hard training to earn
Parachutist wings.

Three VWIL cadets were selected for the highly competitive Cultural Understanding & Language Program. The program
sends ROTC cadets to selected countries for 3 weeks to promote multi-lingulism and cultural understanding in the officer
corps. Tatiana Western went to Lithuania, Nhi Nguyen went to Korea, and Jazmyne Williamson went to Romania. VWIL is
proud that 3 of our cadets were selected for this incredible opportunity.

Cadet Sergeant Major Tisha Wilkerson
ready to go to summer training (Air Force)

Cadet Sergeant Jade Baker prepares to
depart  for summer training (Air Force)

Cadet Denny at Fort Benning, Georgia
Cadet Denny earning her parachutist wings

Cadet Williamson in RomaniaCadet Western in Lithuania

Cadet Western on the radio Cadet Western in the deep forest

Two VWIL cadets, Anabel
Montano and Alessandra
Gonzalez-Rivera got to travel
to the Republic of Korea for
Cadet Troop Leader Training.
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II A GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION HAS BEEN SET AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

The Legacy Fund Project Committee has set a Goal to raise $1.5 Million in order to provide the necessary principal
(invested) amount of money to yield a return sufficient to carry out its mission as stated above. Given an alumni base of 2,000 the
committee feels confident we can reach our goal of $1.5 million by the end of 2015.

More detail on this will be forth-coming in future Kablegram-Leader stories and a direct mailer coming your way soon.

III The Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association Partners with Harris Connect to Produce a New
SMA Alumni Directory

SMA Old Boys change emails, jobs and locations so often that it is hard for our alumni association to keep up with
everyone. As a result, your alumni association has contracted with Harris Connect, a leading publisher of alumni directories
throughout the U.S., to update contact information on all of our alumni around the world so that they can keep up-to-date on
alumni news, activities and future reunions. Harris Connect will also help produce a beautiful hardcover and softcover publication
that will allow SMA alumni to find their old school buddies for personal reconnecting and professional networking.

Simultaneously with this effort with Harris Connect, several SMA alumni, led by Ed Smith, SMA ’76, from the last four
decades will be reaching out to members of their class by phone, email, Facebook, and/or snail mail to help with verification of
contact information and re-building of their class year data base.

IV NEW SMAAA FUNDING BINS CREATED AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

At the present time there are over 15 “funding bins” or ways for you to contribute to your association and its
beneficiaries. The SMAAA and Legacy Fund Committee believe this is cumbersome, confusing and difficult to explain. In an effort
to simply the ways you can give and help your association fulfill its Vision and Mission Statement we are in the process of
“collapsing” or consolidating these various 15+ funding bins into two bins: 1) SMAAA MEMBERSHIP FUND, and the 2) SMAAA
FOUNDATION LEGACY FUND. Within the Legacy Fund donation choices include the Heritage Fund and the Truth, Duty and
Honor Honoree Fund (scholarships and program support). You will be hearing more about this through future Kablegram-Leader
stories and a direct mail coming your way soon.

V ACCOUNTING UPDATES

Our Treasure, Tom Davis, has completed a transformation of our  alumni association accounting so that at the end of each
month and for our annual reunion meeting we have clear, conscience and easy to understand accounting reports. Our intension is
to share all of this with you at our March 2014 Reunion.

VI INVESTMENT ADVISOR APPOINTED BY SMAAA BOARD

Sid Huguenin, SMA ’73, with Morgan Stanley has been selected by the SMAAA Board to provide investment services
for the SMA Foundation Legacy Fund.

VII NEXT MEETING OF SMAAA LEGACY FUND PROJECT COMMITTEE SET

In an effort to continue to move things along the SMAAA Legacy Fund Project Committee will be again next month in
Staunton with the specific goals of:

1. Write a Sales and Marketing Plan to pursue fund raising efforts
2. Identify and organize a Fund Raising Sub Committee
3. Review marketing materials to assist in fund raising efforts

If anyone has any questions or wants to help please contact me directly:

Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net
713-819-1980

and haul him into the helicopter.  The second time, Bissell was grazed in the neck by a bullet and the helicopter was hit 26 times.
On the last attempt, Bissell’s door gunner was able to pull the man into the craft, but unbeknownst to Bissell at the time, was shot a number of

times in the face and fell out of the helicopter.
After getting the injured man to safety – he lived and is still alive today – Bissell decided to go back for his door gunner.  On the way in, the got

a call that the 24-year-old man was dead, and there was no need to come back, they would retrieve his body after the area had been secured.
“I was so embarrassed for the first two years by what I did,” he said quietly in his office at Marry Baldwin College.  “I’ve worried my whole life

that I made the wrong judgment call.”
Bissell had flown with the door gunner for a year.  He said he will always remember the young man’s smile, how he always talked about his family.

Every day he would say “Good morning, sir” and throw his helmet to Bissell to catch.  “That’s the last memory I have of him,” he said.  “It was
probably his last memory of me.”

It was two years later when Bissell found out he had been nominated for the Medal of Honor and had received the Distinguished Service Cross
for what happened.  It didn’t make him feel any better, or any less guilty, though.  “It made me wonder even more, did I do the right thing?” Bissell said.
“That’s no hero crap.  That’s what you do in the heat of battle.”

He wonders about his decision to take his crew into a combat zone, risking all of their lives.  He wonders about leaving his door gunner behind
to save another man, even though he didn’t know immediately what had happened.  “I lay awake at night and wonder “Am I God? Who am I to save
this man and leave the other?’” Bissell said.  “Did I kill a person?”

It’s a question Bissell has carried with him for 45 years and never found the answer to or closure from what happened.  He was denied access
to family information for the door gunner, which was a common practice at the time.  “I would like to have said something to his family,” he said.

Bissell hasn’t said much to anyone about what happened, with the exception of his wife, who along with alumni friends from VMI encouraged
him to share the story, despite his internal struggle over the choices he made.

“Those are the horrors of war,” he said.  “You’re told to do something; so do it.  You’re told to shoot.” “It’s what you live with for the rest
of your life,” Bissell said.  “What did I do?

Originally published in The Newsleader.com on June 12, 2013.

Haunted by what happened 45 years ago, General Bissell shares his story.(continued)

VWIL REPORT: SEPTEMBER 2013

The class of 2017 was inducted into the Corps over the past Labor Day weekend. A total of 32 nULLs were inducted on
1 September 2013.

The nULLS have completed Wilderness and Cadre Week prior to their induction to the Corps of Cadets. Wilderness includes a series of
outdoor activities, including; camping, mountain biking, zip lining and other team building activities. Cadre week is the nULLs’ introduction into
the Corps, which includes; drill and ceremony, formations, learning upper classmen, rifle manual, rules and regulations of the college and corps.

Below are some photos of the cadets during their first few weeks at MBC.

Note: Please see the slideshow of the induction parade from the local paper, the newsleader.com: http://www.newsleader.com/VideoNetwork/2642757568001/

SLIDESHOW-VWIL-s-nULL-Induction-Parade&odyssey=mod%7Cvideo?nclick_check=1

Wilderness and Cadre Week The Rock Meet your cadre! On a nice foggy morning
 the nULLs met the upper class women
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life as a cadet - never say neverlife as a cadet - never say neverlife as a cadet - never say neverlife as a cadet - never say neverlife as a cadet - never say never
By Rev. Richard A. Henderson, Class of 1963

Having just attended my fiftieth reunion and prompted by a question posed on the SMA Facebook page, thanks to a member of the class of
1967, I decided to share the experience of my first return to “The Hill” with the Kablegram - Leader.

It was graduation day 1963, and as I watched the Blue Ridge Mountains growing smaller in the rear view mirror, I vowed never to return… never
to return to Staunton, never!  The words and the feeling seemed genuine at the time and, in fact, added punctuation to the chorus of graduates
celebrating their freedom.  My mother (now 97) remembers it well, “You were unwilling to acknowledge any pleasant experiences while at SMA and
would only say how happy you were that it was done.”  Well, I must have meant it, because I did not return until August of 1997, some 34 years later.

I had never made any effort to visit Staunton, although my parents lived in Falls Church, Virginia for five years in the late 70’s.  Oh, I did keep in
touch with my roommates for a while, but eventually we drifted apart, absorbed in our own lives, careers, and families.  Did I ever look back?  Sure,
many times, and fondly I must admit.  On occasion, I would run into or read about an SMA alum (John Dean for example), and that would send me
looking for my Shrapnels to see if there was a connection to any of my years as a cadet.

Once, in the early seventies, I sent for a catalog after seeing an ad in the Sunday magazine section of the local paper.  It was then that I came to
sense SMA’s financial straits for I began to receive a blizzard of follow-up material inviting me and my son to come see the school.  I finally wrote back,
saying (truthfully) that my son was only four.  I was careful not mention that I was graduate, as that might have invited solicitations of another kind.

Then in 1997, as a new chapter in my life was about to begin; retirement was just ahead and we had begun our search for a suitable locale.  That
summer we planned a swing through North Carolina and Tennessee with the return via Virginia and West Virginia.  This route took us so close to
Staunton that it could not be ignored.  So we planned an overnight stop in Staunton with the intent of going north on Skyline Drive to Luray Caverns;
a fitting end to a trip filled with exploration.

At the time, I had no expectations that any trace of the school would remain.  I was well aware that SMA had ceased operations in the 1970’s, a victim of
the economy and the anti-military sentiments so prevalent then.  Would we encounter a housing project or had some other enterprise taken over the property?

My wife drove as we neared Staunton, and I was sitting shotgun, armed with a video camera and babbling expectantly as we rounded each turn,
passing Woodrow Wilson’s birthplace and Mary Baldwin College on our left.  Another left turn and behold!  Just ahead was Wieland Gate!  Still
there?  What, I wondered lay beyond as we crossed that portal into the past.

“1913 Mess Hall,” my wife announced!  What?  Was it all still there?  Sure enough, there before us stood the administration building and Mess
Hall.  Then, to my left as we cleared the gate, was the Superintendent’s home.  But reality started to set in, as further on the left, in the distance, loomed
Mary Baldwin College, once shrouded behind South Barracks.  As we drove toward the terraced parking lot that replaced it, it became clear that
South, which had been my home-away-from-home so many years ago, was now but a memory.  It had stood as a fortress, resplendent with its cadet
rooms, guard house, classrooms, barbershop and study hall.  Surprise returned as I glanced up at “The Hill” and saw not only the flag pole, but the
WWI memorial and cannon, as well.  What was this place?

By now I was out of the car and video-taping the landscape.  When I turned back toward the asphalt, a strange new building came into view.  It
was then that I learned that the SMA properties were now all part of the Mary Baldwin campus.  Then completing my 360 on the “asphalt,” I noticed
that North Barracks was also conspicuous by its absence.  South gone?  Well, I had expected that, but what had become of North with its library, post
office, classrooms, gymnasium, armory and galleries of rooms?  Nothing stood in its place, save for its skeletal foundation.

What had been its fate?  Had it succumbed to a fire or some natural disaster?  Surely, it was a usable structure.
As a resident of South Barracks, all the other buildings had, by comparison, seemed very modern and functional; perhaps it was just that South

and even North spoke too strongly of masculinity for fair college women.  (At this point I knew nothing of VWIL and its ROTC cadet corps.(6) )
It was beginning to rain, so I returned to the car and we drove past Kable Hall and Deming Hall on our way to the parade grounds.  (Deming

Hall? That just didn’t sound right!)  There were more gate posts still proclaiming “SMA.”  The rain came down harder so we left “The Hill.”  We
would check into the Samson-Eagleton Inn, a fine Bed & Breakfast on the corner of Beverly and Coulter, (Today it is once more a private residence)
and get settled before resuming the “investigation.”

Our host at the B&B was able to provide some details about the purchase of the property by Mary Baldwin College, and an interesting story
about the destruction of South Barracks involving a collapsed stairway.  However, they had no information on the demise of North Barracks or what
the previous name of “Deming Hall” had been (Memorial Hall!, as I would remember, much later.)

After getting settled and since the rain had stopped, off we went for a walk into town in search of a place to have dinner.  In keeping with the
theme of reliving my past experiences, I had suggested dining at the Colonnade Room of the Stonewall Jackson Hotel, where, shunning the Mess
Hall, I had taken many a Friday-night meal.  But, we were told it had closed (1), and the old C&O Railroad Station was suggested as an alternative.
At about the same time that the military was falling out of favor, rail travel had also declined leaving only Amtrak in the passenger business.  The train
station was now a trendy restaurant filled with any number of nostalgia items and boasted a decent bill of fare.  (At present that restaurant is no
longer operating, but only a few yards further down the tracks is another called The Depot.  That restaurant is housed in the old C&O Freight
Shed and has very good food.)

Following our meal, we began to wander the streets looking for places familiar to me; movie theaters, two of them.  I must have seen every movie
that ever came to town in those years.  To this day, I am almost unbeatable at early 60’s movie trivia.

Alas, as we continued down the quiet streets, not much else sparked the nostalgia rush I had experienced earlier.  Perhaps the years had not been
kind to the town; certainly the Stonewall Jackson had seen hard times.  Or perhaps the years have taken their toll on my memory as well.  We passed
a small news stand/soda fountain which looked as though it was unchanged from the fifties.  But if I spent either time or money there, I cannot recall.
Evening was descending upon us and we had been on the road for most of the day, so we decided to save going back up to “The Hill” for the
morning, just before leaving for Skyline Drive and Luray Caverns.

Being an early riser, I set out on my own to video-tape what’s left of the academy; leaving my bride to catch a few extra but well deserved zzz’s.
Back on the asphalt, I found the supply room still under the asphalt and could see the laundry building behind Kable Hall.  Major Howie’s alcove was
still a part of Kable, but the bust was gone.  This is another mystery to be explored at some future time (2).  Kable is still being used as a dormitory
and I guessed the swimming pool still sees service but what of the rifle range, what’s become of that (3) ?

Mary Baldwin will do to VWIL, or, on the other hand, what
staying on will do, given that he is mostly blind.

Prior to his work at Mary Baldwin, Bissell was the
commandant of cadets at Virginia Military Institute,
which he graduated from in 1961.

He was commissioned into the U.S. Army as an
infantryman and then later as an aviator.  Bissell served
two combat tours in Vietnam as a helicopter pilot.  He
also served two tours in Korea and three in Germany.

While in Vietnam, he was nominated for the Medal
of Honor and received the Distinguished Service Cross,
the nation’s second-highest award for bravery.  His
awards are extensive and include a Purple Heart and
induction to the Army Aviation Hall of Fame.

Bissell remembers his first day at Mary Baldwin,
vividly.  “It was scary,” he said with a laugh.  After
spending his life leading men in the Army and at VMI,
suddenly training women seemed a foreign order.
Getting to know the cadets year after year and seeing the things
they’ve accomplished since graduating has been the highlight
of Bissell’s time at Mary Baldwin, he said.  “Some of these women
I would have taken them anywhere with me, trusted them with
any mission,” he said.  “They’re professionals, through and
through.”

Mary Baldwin president Pamela Fox did not immediately
accept Bissell’s resignation.  She told him that the program he
helped establish and nurture still needed him, at least until a new

General Bissell Looks Back on a Long, Fruitful Career
By Megan Williams, The News Leader

Cadet Bissell in 1961

commandant could be found.  Bissell, with the support of Fox
and Mary Baldwin staff and students, launched a campaign this

year called VWIL 200, with a goal of increasing the
corps’ enrollment by almost 100 percent and forming a
board of advisers to guide the program’s growth.  “We
honor and thank General Bissell for being an enduring
exemplar of leadership and service,” Fox wrote in a
letter to the Mary Baldwin community.  She went on to
say that Bissell will be named founding commandant
emeritus upon the appointment of a new commandant.
“We need and value General Bissell’s ongoing wisdom
and guidance,” Fox said.

Bissell said that even though this is the end for
him at Mary Baldwin, he’ll take a lifetime of memories
with him.  Most are good, but some are challenging,
like finding out that former cadet Sarah Small had been
killed during an exercise in Egypt in 2005.

What these girls have done for VWIL and Mary Baldwin is
amazing,” he said.  But there is a time to move on, and Bissell
said this is his.  “There is no sense hanging around,” he said.  “I
can’t be commandant, if I can’t see.”

Although leaving Mary Baldwin will give him more time to
spend with his wife, Jan, his seven children, and 17 grandchildren,
leaving Mary Baldwin and VWIL will be tough. “It’s part of my
blood,” he said.

Printed in The News Leader on June 13, 2013.

Brig. Gen. Mike Bissell has had a long career
in the military and as a commandant of cadets.  He
has seen a lot, done a lot, and could tell stories for
days.  However, there is one story he has shared
only with three or four people in 45 years, and for
which he won the Distinguished Service Cross,
the nation’s second-highest award for bravery.

Bissell doesn’t talk about it, because that’s
how he’s dealt with the memory of being shot in
Vietnam and losing a comrade.

The memory still haunts him at night, and
he has agonized since it happened about whether
he did the right thing or not; whether he was responsible for a
man’s death.

Haunted by what happened 45 years ago, General Bissell shares his story.
By Megan Williams, Newsleader.com

Brig. General Mike Bissell served two combat tours in Vietnam as a helicopter pilot.  He also served two tours in Korea and three in
Germany.  While in Vietnam, he was nominated for the Medal of Honor and received the Distinguished Service Cross, the nation’s
second highest award for bravery.

But with his retirement imminent, Bissell
decided it’s time for the story to be told, for better
or worse.  Even his seven children and 17
grandchildren know nothing about the event that
Bissell will carry with him for the rest of his life.

In 1968 in Vietnam, Bissell was a helicopter
pilot and volunteered to fly into a combat zone
to retrieve an American soldier whose leg had
been blown off.  He was flying with a crew of
four other men.

It wasn’t an easy task.  Each time they tried
to land to pick up the injured man, the helicopter

took on machine gun fire.  It took three attempts to grab the man

Mike Bissell in Vietnam in the late ‘60s
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Now it is on to the Mess Hall.  As I look down the steps to the entry way nothing seems to have changed.  Not surprisingly the steps on either

side, which lead to the infirmary and, if memory serves, the chemistry lab, are still there.  Peering into the hall, it also seems little changed, and a tug
on the door reveals it’s open!  In I go, camera whirling.  There are no tables or chairs, but it is our Mess Hall.  The steps and landing up to the Junior
School section are there, but no bell on the wall (4) for the Corps Commander to ring before saying grace and then bellowing the command, SEATS!
The massive kitchen is no longer there and the Mess Hall now seems to be a meeting or events center.

Suddenly I am hurled back in time to my Rat year, and the good natured hazing (seems so now) which accompanied most meals.  The meals...
which were nourishing but unimaginative often contained what was referred to as “mystery meat.”  As a member of ‘A’ Company we sat near the
kitchen, so our “Chief,” (Archie?) would be able to refill the plates quickly.  These were the big boys, and included many of the football players.
Wow, flashbacks coming fast now; I can hear special orders being read, both “make sheets” and disciplinary pronouncements.  What’s that? “Milk
down?  Yes Sir!”

OK, back outside and around to check-out that other eating establishment...  “The Canteen.”  Gone now... it had once been on Memorial Hall’s
sub-ground floor, it now looks to be used as storage space.  I can recall many afternoons spent consuming Dr. Peppers and watching American
Bandstand, “…live from Philadelphia.”  The upstairs portion of Memorial Hall still seems to be used as class rooms and appears to have been
refurbished, judging by the condition of the entry way.  I did not attempt to go in.

I continued my tour heading down the drive to the parade ground/athletic field.  The cement stands are in disrepair and it seems as though there
may be even be a section missing.  As I stand there, I try to imagine the Corps of Cadets forming on the field for a Sunday parade.  For some reason
the memory just won’t come!  Perhaps the magic is only present in the Mess Hall.  Out onto the field for a look back at what is left of the school.  Then
it happens, I can almost hear a Sousa march pouring from “Battle Group Band.”  And there goes the Adjutant in full “Adjutant Walk,” to report that
the Corps of Cadets are ready to “pass in review.”  Memories are coming full tilt now; hey it must be perspective.  After all, I never saw a Sunday
parade from anywhere but within ranks.  How could I have expected to conjure up a vision of something I never saw?

On to town, past what had been the Junior School (now MBC Adult Education Center); down a street I walked several times a week, year after year.
Everything seems very familiar until I get to downtown and once more lose the link.  I pass an old Hardware Store, now a junk shop or flea market.  It’s open,
at 8 am; I can’t resist, so in I go to rummage.  It looks as though there is still a hardware store beneath the junk (treasures to some, I am quite sure).  I find a Virginia
license plate bearing the year of my graduation complete with a strip which proclaims, “Staunton, Woodrow Wilson’s Birthplace.”  I ask the storekeeper if he
has any SMA stuff.  “I think so,” he states, producing a few small items: buttons, caps, a lighter (Zippo style, and new), and a demitasse spoon.  Demitasse
spoon!!?  What on earth was he talking about?  Had I missed out on High Tea all those years?  He explained that Mrs. Kable had a silver service with the school
insignia on it, and all of it had been auctioned off some years back.  Plausible, I believe the Kable’s did own the jewelry store in town years ago. “Thanks, but
no thanks.”  I was not interested, especially for the princely sum of eighty dollars.

Besides it held no memories for me.  So, $20.00 later, the license plate and lighter were mine, and I headed up Beverly Street toward the B & B.
Breakfast was being served and I began to relate my morning adventure.  “You’re lucky you didn’t get arrested!” my wife interjected.  “Huh?”, says
I, annoyed at the interruption.  “Think about it!” she continued. “A middle-aged man, roaming around a girl’s school with a video camera at 6:30 in
the morning!”  OOPS!  I guess it was pretty dumb on my part.  The only thing that probably kept me out of trouble is that they’re so used to seeing
us ‘old boys’ walking around the place all the time taking pictures.  They know we’re those military guys, as one student put it, and they mostly
ignore us as we wander around.

As I said this was August of 1997, and I made a note to seek out the Alumni Association that I learned had just a few weeks earlier held a reunion
in Staunton.  I had searched the internet in the past looking for old acquaintances with some measure of success.  I once found a childhood chum
to whom I had not spoken in over 40 years and called him.  ‘Bout gave him a heart attack.  So now, a search for SMA, Mr. Yahoo, if you please!  Wow!
There it was (5), brass band, school motto and a list of members.  A lot of names, but when looking specifically for my years it was sadly barren.  I did
locate one friend from my class, and fired off an E-mail (no more seizures that way).  We went back and forth with several catch-up grams to learn that
we had lived surprisingly parallel lives—down to the fact that we had both revisited SMA for the first time that past summer, and only two weeks
apart at that.  Several years later we did meet up and had fun looking back and finally acknowledge those “pleasant experiences” I had been loath to
admit to, or failed to recognize as such so many years ago.  It helped to share those recollections with someone who can identify with them—who
marched as many miles in your boots, so to speak.  That too, is my purpose, I suppose, in writing this now for the Kablegram where it can be read
by those who can see why, “I’ll never say never again!”

In 1999 I took early retirement and moved to a farm near Clarksville, Virginia.  My wife and I became involved with community theatre and began
to visit Staunton to attend the American Shakespeare Center presentations.

As a result of those visits we have fallen in love with Staunton and revisited the academy grounds any number of times.  In 2004, I decided to
attend a reunion and met up other graduates from my class.  In 2007, I was asked to become the association’s chaplain and now serve on the board
of directors as well.  I look forward to the reunions and am inspired by the VWIL(6) Corps of cadets who carry on much of the traditions of SMA.  For
example, Truth-Duty-Honor has been incorporated into their creed and in parades they carry the SMA flag.  The museum in the old supply room
houses both SMA and VWIL displays.  But most importantly, with the youngest SMA alum being in his mid fifties, it is to these young women to
whom we leave our legacy and trust.

(1) This was originally drafted in 1987 and I am pleased to say the Stonewall Jackson Hotel has been fully restored and serves as the headquarters for
SMAAA Reunions.
(2)Through the efforts of SMAAA a replacement bust has been made and now rests in the alcove.  I believe the City of Staunton has the original and displays
it in a public building.
(3)Subsequently I have learned that the swimming pool is in need of a total renovation and is not used.
(4)The bell is safe and sound and is on display in the SMA/VWIL museum which is housed in the old SMA supply room. Touchingly it is used at each of
the reunions at the memorial wall ceremony.  As the name of each cadet who has passed since the last reunion is read, the bell is rung once.
(5)The web site was the one designed by Mal Kantzler, class of 1965 which is still out there in cyber-space.  (http//silkscape.com/SMA/sma.htm)
(6)Learn more about VWIL at (www.mbc.edu/vwil/)

Bissell Retiring as Commandant of Cadets Continued

selected by the chief of staff of the U.S. Army to be the senior army fellow at Harvard University in 1985. He is a graduate of the U.S. Army
Command and General Staff College and the U.S. Army War College.

Bissell served two combat tours in Vietnam as a helicopter pilot. While in Vietnam, he was nominated for the Congressional Medal of
Honor and received the Distinguished Service Cross. Included among his other awards are the Distinguished Service Medal, the Defense
Superior Service Medal, the Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Bronze Star with V Device, the Air Medal with V Device and 26 Oak Leaf
Clusters, and the Purple Heart. In 2002, he was awarded the Gold Order of Saint Michael by the Army Aviation Association of America and,
most recently, he was inducted into the Army Aviation Hall of Fame for his career contributions to army aviation.  He earned the Parachutist
Badge, the Air Assault Badge, the Ranger Tab, and Master Aviation Wings. Bissell was awarded the Republic of Korea Master Army Aviation
Wings while commander of the Combined Aviation Corps.

Bissell’s command assignments include the Commander of the 17th Aviation Group and Commander of the Joint U.S. Army and Republic
of Korea Army Aviation Corps in Korea. He was the director for army aviation flight training at Fort Rucker, Alabama. In addition, he was
deputy chief of staff and acting chief of staff for the 101st Air Assault Division in Fort Campbell, Kentucky. He was executive officer for the
two directors for operations in the Joint Chiefs of Staff. His last assignment was as executive officer for the Assistant Secretary of the Army.

Bissell and his wife, Jan, have seven children, 16 grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.

The college has begun the search process for the next commandant of cadets. Bissell will continue in his role as commandant, working
with Deputy Commandant Melissa Patrick as the search is conducted and other positions are filled within the VWIL staff. Upon the naming
of his successor, Bissell will become founding commandant emeritus. He plans to continue supporting the work and growth of VWIL while
serving as liaison with Staunton Military Academy alumni, the newly formed VWIL Board of Visitors, and as other critical external constituencies.

Reprinted from MBC/VWIL website.

 

Brig. Gen. Mike Bissell has never been the type of leader to
stand back and give orders.  One of the
joys of his career in the U.S. Army and as
commandant of cadets both at Virginia
Military Institute and the Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership at Mary Baldwin
College has been getting to know people
and hearing what they have to say.

“Talk to your people.  Find out what
they think, how they feel,” Bissell said.
“You’ll learn more about leadership that
way.”

Bissell likes to harken back to when
he was a platoon leader in Alaska in 1962.
In the early morning hours, he’d go out
to where the men were on patrol, just to
chat and sit with them.  “It was so quiet you could hear birds
chirping from far away,” he recalls.  Not only is it a peaceful
memory, but it’s an example of how Bissell has spent his life
trying to lead by being a part of the group, not just as the head.

“They would tell me ‘none of the other commanders talk to
us,’” he said.  “It’s a sad, sad state of affairs when we don’t talk
to each other and learn from each other.”

General Bissell Looks Back on a Long, Fruitful Career
By Megan Williams, The News Leader

General Mike N. Michael Bissell at his desk in VWIL.

It is Bissell’s hope that whoever takes over as commandant
of cadets at Mary Baldwin College will
remember and share in his philosophy
that the best leaders are the ones who
know and care about the people they are
leading.  His advice to his successor:
“Create leaders that care about people.”

Bissell has been the head of the
VWIL – the only all-female cadet corps
in the country – since its inception in
1995.  He will step down following the
hiring of a new commandant this year.
It’s not something Bissell was planning
or wanted to do.  But after suffering a
stroke in mid-April that caused him to
lose his eyesight, he decided he couldn’t

lead anymore.  Although his eyesight has partially returned, it is
unlikely he will ever see the way he did before the stroke.

When asked about his eyes, he replies, “Not worth a damn.”
He also jokes that he’s going to be so bored in retirement without
being able to read, watch TV, play golf.  Losing his eyesight has
been frustrating, Bissell said.  And he worries what his leaving
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Commencement 2013: Faces in the Crowd
There are many paths to a college degree. Meet one of our graduates who will celebrate years of hard work and dedication at Mary Baldwin

College’s 171st Commencement.

A Well-Rounded Leader

Victoria Barrett

Victoria Barrett will be the first in her family to
earn a college degree. Though simply graduating
wasn’t enough for this 21-year old international

relations major from Chesapeake.

For three out of four years at MBC, Barrett
earned the highest grade point average in her class.
She is graduating with honors and is earning minors
in history, anthropology, and leadership studies. She
has been tapped for Phi Beta Kappa, the nation’s
oldest and most respected society honoring liberal
arts students of genuine academic and personal
accomplishment. She is well rounded — a member
of both the Fighting Squirrels’ cross country and
softball teams and is a top cadet in the college’s
Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL).

“Most of my memories [from MBC] are centered around
the VWIL program and the cadets that I have made life-long
friendships with,” Barrett said. “The biggest life lesson that I

learned is that even if you fall down and make a
mistake, you have the ability to pick yourself back
up and work toward redemption.”

While attending college on a four-year Army
scholarship, Barrett earned the top Strength and
Endurance Test score in her class. She is the top
woman out of all the senior military colleges on the
Army Order of Merit List. Barrett will commission
into the U.S. Army as a second lieutenant. Airborne
qualified, she has been selected to go to Rigger
School with an assignment at Fort Bragg.

“As Commencement approaches I’ve become
excited and nervous for the future,” Barrett said. “I
am blessed to already have my first years after

graduation planned out in the U.S. Army, but the unknown is
scary. Mary Baldwin College, however, has given me the tools
that I need to be successful as I move on into unfamiliar waters.”

Reprinted from MBC/VWIL website.

Bissell Retiring as Commandant of Cadets
Brigadier General N. Mike Bissell — founding commandant

of cadets for Mary Baldwin College’s Virginia
Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) — has
announced his retirement for the end of June.

Since VWIL’s founding in 1995, Bissell, 74, has
seen the organization grow from its beginning as an
audacious idea into a premiere leadership program for
women, fostering military and civilian lives of global
citizenship and purpose.

“We honor and thank General Bissell for being
an enduring exemplar of leadership and service,” said
MBC President Pamela Fox in a message to the campus
community. “We are grateful that he is recovering from
a stroke, enabling him to continue at MBC on a
temporary basis. General Bissell has determined that
he will begin his transition toward retirement.”

He brought to the program extensive military leadership
experience. Bissell graduated from the Virginia Military Institute

(VMI) and was commissioned into the U.S. Army as an
infantryman, and later served as an aviator. He retired
from the U.S. Army to become the program manager
for the new Army stealth helicopter, the Comanche,
for the Boeing and Sikorsky Aircraft Team. After the
team won the $30 billion competition, he returned to
VMI in 1990 to become its first full-time commandant
of cadets.

Bissell later became the deputy superintendent,
responsible for the assimilation of women into the
VMI Corps of Cadets. At the same time, he was
performing the duties of VWIL commandant, helping
to develop and design the structure of its corps. In
1999 — four years after the first cadets matriculated
— he became the first full-time commandant of cadets
at VWIL.

He received a bachelor of arts from VMI and a
master of arts from the University of Missouri. Bissell was

General Bissell,
VWIL Commandant of Cadets

letters and email
Editor’s note: Here is an interesting email series between Harry Waddington and Arlene Nicely.  Enjoy!
From: Harry Waddington May 1, 2013
To: SMA Office

Subject: RE:  Barry Goldwater
Didn’t Barry Goldwater attend/graduate from SMA?  My Uncle, John H. Young, was an Alumnus and is listed as a Teacher/Staff in

the Obits,  but he was also a classmate of Senator Goldwater back in the 20s.  I have another uncle, Byron K. Hartman, SMA ’26, and a brother,
Robert C. Waddington, SMA ’46 who are also Alums.

Thanks for your input.

Harry Waddington,  CCM

In a message dated 5/1/2013,   Arlene writes back:
Barry Goldwater did graduate from SMA in 1928...also his two sons graduated from the academy.    The records show that your uncle

graduated in 1926 and the John Howard Young was on the staff from 1941-1943.  Could this be one and the same?
Arlene

Harry quickly responds :Arlene, I thank you for your reply to my inquiry. I do believe that John H. Young is the same as the staff
individual, as he spent the later part of his career as a professor. He actually had three careers.

About 35 years ago, maybe more, I was a part owner of a restaurant in Charleston, SC, and I noticed Senator Goldwater outside of the
restaurant.   He came in and asked if a group from Hilton Head was there.  I told him that the group was expected in about an hour for lunch,
but that he was welcome to come in and I would get him a glass of tea or cup of coffee.  This was the day after Gerald Ford had debated Jimmy
Carter, in which Gerald Ford had stated that Poland was not a communist country! Needless to say, the Senator was most upset and had
already talked to the White House.

We went into the lounge, and we started to chat. I asked, “Didn’t you go to SMA?  Now, there he was, wondering how a guy in
Charleston, SC knew that he went to SMA! I told him that my uncle, Jack Young, had Graduated from SMA and he was amazed.  He responded
that he had seen Jack just a few weeks before at the PX in Phoenix, and we had a great time together from there on! Small world, even back then!
Again I thank you for your response.

Sincerely,
Harry Waddington

P.S. My Mother was Dorothy Young, and Spike Hartman’s wife was Rae Waddington. I was in attendance at my brother’s graduation from
SMA, and I was all of 7 years old!  SMA and I go way back!

Dear SMA Foundation, May 16, 2013
Thank you for your contribution to VWIL.  We truly appreciate your continued support.  Your generous donation will help us to

continue developing young female leaders who will be confident and compassionate change-makers around the world.
Again, thank you.
Mike Bissell
Editor’s note: General Bissell is winding down his tenure as the VWIL Commandant of Cadets.  He will retire this fall.

From: Roanoke Rising, A Campaign for Roanoke College
To: SMA Alumni Association
Attn: Ms. Arlene Nicely July 1, 2013
Dear Ms. Nicely:

Thank you so very much for the recent gift of $100.00 for the Andrew ’61 and Dennis ’55 Case Endowed Scholarship from
the Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association made in honor of Mr. Dennis G. Case.  This investment benefits Roanoke
College and its students, faculty and staff each and every day.  Whether enhancing firsthand learning opportunities, ensuring
valuable personal connections, or making sure that our beautiful campus setting contributes to the quality of life for our students,
your support is at the heart of Roanoke’s classic college experience.

Thank you once again for your generosity and for helping students have the Roanoke experience today that will last a lifetime
of tomorrows.
With sincere appreciation,
Connie K. Carmack
Vice President for Resource Development
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SMA Alumni Association July 15, 2013
RE: September Kablegram-Leader (Fall Issue)
Dear Sir/Madam

Regarding waiter service, buffet style was started in September 1964.  I do not know if
it was a good move financially, but it entirely broke down the conformity of each mess, as
cadets were always moving about the mess hall.  Nor was there a beginning or an end to
each mess; one arrived at around an appointed time and left accordingly.  Not formal parade
was held to each mess for the entire Corps.  I think there were shifts in times of meals, as
well.  It broke down the overall organization of mess, which did not help the “big picture” of
the entire day.  It became what it was called… “a mess”.  Everyone also put way too much
food on their trays (me too), three hamburgers instead of one, etc.

Looking for pictures?  Here’s a picture of me receiving from her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
II at Buckingham Palace, London, the Order of Saint Michael and Saint George for services
in promotion of Business to the British Empire and all its Commonwealth Nations.  Quite a
day, indeed.  The gentleman who came after me was Vidal Sassoon!
Regards,
Hazelwood, Frederick Asa, CMG
Class of 1965

To: Mark Orr, Webmaster and Burdette Holmes 8/11/2013
Mark and Burdette,

I have been researching the records in the Augusta County Clerk’s Office for the Building & Grounds Chapter of the History
and have discovered something that will cause me to rewrite Chapter 3 (The Early Years) slightly.

Staunton Military Academy was incorporated in 1890 by WH Kable and others. However, it wasn’t the school at the time. It
was just an empty shell corporation.

Between 1885 and 1892, a lot of money was borrowed against the school for improvements and operating funds.  In late
1892, the school was placed in what we would call Chapter 11 or 13 Bankruptcy for the remainder of the school year.

In June of 1893, the school was foreclosed on and sold at a sheriff’s auction. The SMA corporation purchased the assets of
the school for $12,500.

I need to do some more research to line everything up and write it. I will be going to Staunton in October and will try to get
the rest of the documents I need from the Clerk’s office. I’ll rewrite the chapter for the web and will write an article for the
Kablegram-Leader, when I get it finished.

Greg Robertson, SMA ‘70
Editor’s note: Interesting! I look forward to the whole story.

From: Ed Patsch, SMA ’53 8/25/2013
Arlene,

Your story  in the “Kablegram” was great.  The world needs more people like you.  May God bless you and all those that
help to keep the “SMA Legacy” alive.
Thanks,
Ed Patsch, SMA ‘53

Frederick Hazelwood is
honored by Queen Elizabeth

VWIL        NEWS

Brig. General Teresa Djuric Named Commandant of Cadets

by Megan Williams, NewsLeader.com

During a trip to Virginia Military Institute a few years
ago for a speaking engagement, Brig. Gen. Teresa Djuric
was approached by a female cadet requesting
her to speak at the school where she was a
student.  Djuric was taken aback; she thought
the girl went to VMI. She looked like the
rest of the VMI cadets. But the cadet told
her she went to Mary Baldwin College and
was a cadet in the Virginia Women’s Institute
for Leadership, the only all-female cadet
corps in the country.

To say she was intrigued was an
understatement. Unfortunately, Djuric never
made it to MBC, despite her interest.  She
couldn’t have known that one day she’d be
leading VWIL.

Years after that visit to VMI, Djuric was looking for a
job in higher education and Mary Baldwin College needed
a new commandant of cadets. She had recently retired as
deputy director of the Space and Intelligence Office at
the Pentagon after 30 years in the Air Force. And she
couldn’t shake the feeling that teaching was the thing she
really wanted to do with her life. The job at MBC
seemed like fate. “There are so few of these military
programs at that level that rotate leadership,” Djuric said.

Mary Baldwin has had only one commandant — Brig.
Gen. Mike Bissell held the position for almost 20 years
and helped get the program off the ground.  Bissell
announced his plan to retire after suffering a stroke in mid-
April that caused him to lose his eyesight. He wasn’t ready
to retire but decided the time had come for him to step
down from VWIL. He stayed on through the summer to
help President Pamela Fox find a successor. Djuric will
officially start Oct. 1.

In the search for a new commandant, the hiring
committee looked for candidates who had experience in

command and administrative logistics and in developing
programs for both military and civilian settings.

“General Djuric has the experience,
credentials and personal character to lead
VWIL into its next thriving chapter,” Fox said
in a press release. “She is exactly who(m)
we were hoping to attract to the position, an
accomplished individual with passion and
energy who will inspire students and
colleagues to excellence, build connections
throughout our college community and
beyond, and evolve VWIL to be even more
successful in preparing young women to
succeed in both civilian and military careers.”

Djuric interviewed for the position in mid-
August and again at the end of the month. She said she
was struck by the respect that VWIL commands among
faculty and students.

Djuric has led small and large academic and operational
units and has served as an instructor to military and civilian
audiences. As commander of the Jeanne M. Holm Center
for Officer Accessions and Citizen Development at Air
University, Djuric established the first Air Force civilian
leadership course for newly hired civilians.  She led 2,500
instructors responsible for training 23,000 cadets at
universities and officer training schools and 115,000
JROTC cadets at 884 high schools and managed the Air
University officer training campus.  It was during her time
at the Holm Center that she realized her future was in higher
education.

“I want to continue the program as it exists today,”
Djuric said of VWIL. “I want to strengthen it and see it
grow.”

Originally published by NewsLeader.com on September
18, 2013

Brig. Gen. Teresa Djuric
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Thomas “Tom” Baldridge, SMA ’65 – ’67 ( left SMA after Junior year)

Thomas “Tom” Baldridge 63 of Hurricane, West
Virginia, went to be with the lord on Friday April 19,
2013 after a long illness. He is survived by his wife
Alice Blevens, daughters Melissa and Kimberly, one
grandchild, one brother, and one sister.

Tom attended Staunton Military Academy from
1965 through June 1967 when he was “honorably
discharged” after finishing up his junior year.  He would
have graduated with the class of 1968.  Also, he served
in Vietnam (’70 - ’72) after having attended Kent State

University.

Obituary provided by George Legg.

Dennis Grayson Case, SMA Instructor 1955 – 1975

Colonel Dennis Grayson Case, 79, died
Sunday, June 9, 2013, at his residence in Staunton,
VA. He was born on November 21, 1933 in Henry
County Virginia.

Col. Case graduated in 1951 from
John D. Bassett High School in Bassett,
VA. He earned a bachelor’s degree from
Roanoke College in 1955 and attended
Harvard University during the

summer of 1957. He obtained a master’s degree from James
Madison University in 1965.

Col. Case joined the staff of the Staunton Military
Academy in September of 1955 as a Lieutenant and an initial
assignment as an instructor in Freshman English. He was
promoted to Captain in September of 1959. He moved on to
instruct junior English in September of 1963, taught
Government for one year during the 1963-1964 session, and
accepted a promotion to Major in September of 1965. He instructed senior
English and was the Head of the English Department at the Academy from
September 1966 through June 1973. In July of 1973, he accepted the position
of Headmaster along with a promotion to Lt. Colonel. He remained
Headmaster of SMA until he resigned from the Academy in June of 1975.

Col. Case served as the faculty advisor to the Kablegram from
September 1955 until he relinquished the position in September of 1966.

As an honor to him and his work with the cadets at the Academy, the 1966
Blue & Gold was dedicated to him. The dedication, on page 12 of the book,
stated: “The Senior Class of Staunton Military Academy dedicates the 1966
BLUE & GOLD to Major. Dennis G. Case who has constantly served as
teacher, counselor and friend to the members of the graduating class.”

In 1975, Col. Case became assistant principal at Riverheads High School
in Augusta County and served in that capacity until he retired in 2008. With
his retirement in 2008, Col. Case completed 52 years of dedicated service in
the field of education.

 David C. Cumming, SMA ‘59

David C. Cumming, Class of 1959, passed away
on March 14, 2012, in Clearwater, Florida, at the age of
70.  David attended Staunton Military Academy for
two years and was in the Corps Band where he became
Bugle Sergeant – the guy with the lonely job of sounding
Reveille in the morning and Taps in the evening and all
the bugle calls in between.  He was proud of the fact
that, although he came to SMA unable to read a note of
music, he had learned to know and play all those bugle
calls and, then, trained others to carry on after he left
the Hill.

F o l l o w i n g
graduation from Florida
State University in
1964, where he
received a Bachelor’s
degree in Criminology
and Second Lieutenant
bars (ROTC).  David left
Florida to serve for
several years in the
Army’s Third Military
Police Company, Third
Infantry Division in
West Germany.  After

making First Lieutenant, David volunteered for Vietnam where he served as
Platoon Leader with the 25th Military Police Company, 25th Infantry
Division in Cu Chi.   Later he became Company Commander of the 25th MPs
with a promotion to Captain.  David was awarded the Bronze Star. 

Following an honorable discharge from the Army in 1968, David joined
the Federal Bureau of Investigation where he spent “the best part of my
career” in California as a Special Agent.  Then, in the early 1980’s, David
transferred to Washington, DC, where he worked foreign counterintelligence
cases, mostly in an undercover capacity.  About 10 years later, David

returned to his home state of Florida handling investigations
related to organized crime and illegal drug trafficking as a
Special Agent in the Tampa area until he retired in December
1998 with 30 years’ service.

David is survived by his beloved wife of 30 years, Anne-
Marie; sons, Christian (wife Lauren) Cumming and David A.
Cumming; daughters, Michelle Cumming and Heather
(husband Paul) Kunk; brother Richard (wife Marti) Cumming;
sister Diane (husband Scotty) Andrews; and three
grandchildren, Baergan, Liam, and Keiran.  David was
predeceased by his brother, Anthony.  Burial was held at
Har Sinai Cemetery in Baltimore, MD. “Let’s hope the bugler
who plays Taps at the 2014 Reunion performs to David’s
high standards.”

Submitted by Kelly McGavock, SMA ‘59

Larry Fitzpatrick, SMA PG ‘64

Larry Fitzpatrick died October 21, 2002, in
Cut Bank, Montana of Hodkins Disease, Cutaneous
T-cell Lymphoma, and Diffuse T-cell Lymphoma,
all related to agent orange exposure.  Fitzpatrick
was a veteran of the Vietnam War and a member of
Vietnam Veterans of America-Paradise, Chapter 871.
Larry was a Post Graduate at Staunton Military
Academy in 1964.

Richard Lee “Bim” Grimstead, SMA ‘62

Virginia Beach – On Tuesday, May 21, 2013,
Virginia Beach lost one of its originals.  Richard Lee
(Bim) Grimstead, AIA, departed this earth.  He was
predeceased by his parents Melvin and Ruby
Grimstead.  He was born on June 11, 1943 on Old
Dam Neck Road in Prencess Anne County.

As a young child, Bim would wander around
with his dog, Ginger, and dream of becoming an
architect and designing buildings in the area.  In his

Cadet Baldridge
in 1967

 Dennis Case in 1966

Cadet Cumming
in 1959

 David Cumming with his two sons,
Christian James (left) and David Andrew (right)

Cadet Fitzpatrick
 in 1964

Continued on next page
Cadet Grimstead

in 1962
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James passed away in Greenville, Virginia at the late Charles R.

“Bunky” Day’s old homestead.

Submitted by J.C.’s roommate, Paul Heyard, SMA ’72.

Arlene Nicely, our SMA Alumni Association Office Manager, sent
along this side note:

J.C. would visit me here in the office when he was in town and would
call at times just to talk.  He had just been released from the hospital
during the last reunion (2013) but wanted to see his friend Paul Heyard; so
he attended only for an hour…too weak to stay; so he had to go back
home.  He did get to visit with Paul during that time...the last time he would
see him.  So many of the friendships made at Staunton Military Academy
have been lasting friendships...even until the end. 

J.C. purchased Bunky Day’s place before Bunky’s death, and Bunky
continued to live in a place on that land until his death in 2010.

Frederick Henry Walton, Jr.

On Saturday, August 3, 2013
at his residence in Maplewood
Park Place. Born March 25, 1917
in Buenos Aires, Argentina to
native Chicagoans, Mr. Walton
graduated from Staunton
Military Academy in 1933 and
served in the Army Air Force HQ
during WWII, retiring as a Colonel
in the USAF Reserve. Fred graduated from
Georgetown University College and Law
School in 1938 and had a 41-year career in

private practice as a communications attorney, serving in several capacities
in the Federal Communications Bar Association. In 1949 he moved his
family of five into Maryland and became a parishoner of St. John’s
Episcopal Church, Norwood Parish. He served as a Vestryman in 1960
and Junior Warden in 1961; then again as Vestryman in 1969, Junior Warden
in 1970, and Senior Warden in 1971-72. In 1994 he returned to the Vestry
and also served on the Rector Search Committee which called The Rev.

Susan Flanders in 1998. He also served
as an usher in the last decade. In his
retirement, Mr. Walton served as
President of Community Ministry of
Montgomery County and as Director of
the Interfaith Housing Coalition.

His wife of 61 years, Barbara
Ramseyer, died in 2003. He is the father
of Timothy (of Rockville, MD), Frederick
(of Portland, OR) and the late Valerie
Walton; grandfather of Thomas and
Emily Walton; and great-grandfather of
Halle Rose Walton.

Originally printed in the Washington Post.

Herbert Lee Zalis, SMA ‘51

On Friday, September 12,
2008, Herbert Lee Zalis of
Rockville, MD.  Beloved husband
of the late Dorene W. Zalis;
devoted father of Marla J. Zalis,
Kara (Brian) Zalis-Hecker,
Michael Zalis and Mickey (Carol)
Zalis; beloved brother of Ellis Idas;

brother-in-law of Hershel Blumber; cherished
grandfather of Joseph (Lauren) Zalis, Zachary
and Isaac Zalis and many loving nieces and nephews. 

Graveside services were held on Monday, September 15. 

Published in Baltimore Sun on September 14, 2008

 Cadet Walton in 1933

Cadet Zalis in 1951

New Director of Leadership Development and Academic Affairs

VWIL welcomes Ms. Amelia Underwood as the new Director of
Leadership Development and Academic Adviser. Mrs. Underwood is a graduate
of the United States Military Academy at West Point, served in the Field Artillery
as a Lance Missile Platoon Leader and XO, worked for Mobil Oil as an engineer,
has raised a family and most recently was an adjunct professor of military history
at JMU ROTC and adjunct professor of leadership in organizations.

Frederick Henry Walton, Jr.

VWIL        NEWS

Ms. Amelia Underwood
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teenage years, he worked at his parent’s store,
Grimstead Market, and played football at Virginia
Beach High School.  After graduating from VBHS, he
went on to attend Staunton Military Academy, where
he played football as well.  He completed his
education at Clemson University, earning his degree
in Architecture and became part of the Clemson
Alumni.  During his college career at Clemson, he was
a “walk on” to the 1965 National Championship
football team.  Eventually, he would serve 20 years

as president of the Tidewater Clemson Club.
After college, his love of travel and history would take him all over the

world.  He fulfilled his dream of being an architect with an architectural
business spanning 40 years.  He was best known for many of the oceanfront
hotels that donned a “bubble” window.

He is survived by his loving wife of 26 years, Daryle, there daughters,
Mylinda Grimstead McKinney (Brian), Coley Grimstead Torok (Teddy), Kim
Wirt Sirico, and son Jason Wirt (Kelly).  His siblings are, Joyce Gramlich,
Melva “Teeny” Grimstead, Harry “Charlie” Grimstead, and William “Bunky”
Grimstead.  His nephews are Chuck, Jamie, and Curtis Grimstead, and we don’t
want to omit a plethora of cousins and friends.  He also left a legacy of ten
beautiful grandchildren, Brittany, Max, and Sarah McKinney, Elliott LeJeune,
Tia and Thor Torok, Lexie and Sadie Marshall, Sofia Sirico, and Braxton Wirt.

Bim never met a stranger nor turned away anyone in need.
He also had a unique perspective of viewing the world that
resonated with everyone he encountered.  Bim will be greatly
missed by all who knew him and loved him.  God Bless that
Ttiger in the sky!

A celebration of Bim’s life was held Saturday, May 25 in
Virginia Beach. In lieu of flowers please make donations to
Sentara Hospice or the American Cancer Society. Condolences
may be expressed to the family at www.altmeyer.com.

Richard Layton, SMA ‘52

Richard Layton, PhD, age 79, died Sunday, March 3,
2013 at his home in Tavares, Florida. He was born March 3, 1934 in West
Palm Beach, FL, the son of the late William F. Layton and Sophie K.
Layton. He attended Staunton Military Academy, graduated from the
University of Virginia, and received his PhD in Chemistry from the University

of Texas. He served in the
U.S. Army as a First
Lieutenant and retired from
Amoco in 1991. He was
married in 1955, to the late
Margaret C. Croft,
formerly of Staunton VA.
Surviving are his four
children, Kathryn
Freimarck (Aron) of
Schertz, TX; Alice Hahn
(William) of Knoxville,

TN; Richard A. Layton (Susan) of Urbana, IL; and David F. Layton (Neeta)
of Seattle, WA; and 8 grandchildren.
Published in The Atlanta Journal-Constitution on March 6, 2013

Austin M. Lee, SMA ‘36

Austin M. Lee died June 4, 2013, at The Glen
at Willow Valley in Lancaster, PA. Born June 6, 1919,
in Philadelphia, PA, he was the only child of Thomas
H. Lee and Lucille Miller Lee. He attended the
Philadelphia public schools and then Staunton
Military Academy in Staunton, VA, graduating
in 1936. He graduated from The College of William

and Mary in 1940 and from the University of Pennsylvania Law School in 1943
and was admitted to the practice of law in Pennsylvania in 1943. He then
volunteered for service in World War II, being commissioned an Ensign in the
U.S. Naval Reserve and serving for three years in the American and Pacific
Theaters. He qualified as an Aerial Navigator and was discharged as a Lieutenant.
In 1947, he married the former Betty -Pansius, with whom he had four children,
all of whom survive - Susan E. Lee, Nancy Lee Papay, Thomas H. Lee, II and
Robert A. Lee. He is also survived by four grandchildren, John P. Papay, Kate
Papay Weingart, Elizabeth Lee and Rebecca Lee, and one great-grandchild.

Mr. Lee engaged in the general practice of law for more than 60 years in
Philadelphia and Jenkintown, PA, and was a member of the Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania and American Bar Associations. He served in the -Pennsylvania
House of Representatives from 1956-64, representing a District in Philadelphia
that included Roxborough, Manayunk and Wissahickon, and was Vice Chairman
of the Appropriations Committee (1963-64). For two of his four terms, he was
the only Republican representative from Philadelphia
County. He later served as Executive Assistant to the
Republican Floor Leader (1978) and as Executive Assistant
to the Speaker of the House (1979). In 1980, he became
Executive Director of the House Bipartisan Management
Committee and served in that capacity until 1989. In
1991, he was appointed to the Pennsylvania State Ethics
Commission and served as a Member of the Commission

until 2001.
Mr. Lee was also a long-time member

of the Union League of Philadelphia (the
Double Six Club) and Roxborough Lodge
#135 of the Free and Accepted Masons. He summered with his
family in -Avalon, NJ, since the early Fifties and remained an
active member of the Yacht Club of Stone Harbor (Commodore
1971) for many years.
Originally printed in Lancasteronline.com.

Robert Arthur “Buddy” Mathews, SMA ‘50

Robert Arthur “Buddy” Mathews, age 80, of Independence, Ohio, passed
away on Tuesday, May 7, 2013 in Parma, Ohio.

He was born on September 8, 1932, son of the late Dr. Hippolit and Cecilia
(Majewski) Matuzeski.  Robert graduated from
Staunton Military Academy in 1950.

Buddy was a Pharmacist for 55 years, working
most of the time in retail pharmacy.  He owned his
pharmacy for several years until he closed it in 1984
and went to work in the out-patient pharmacy of the
Brecksville Veterans Hospital, from which he retired
in 1997.

He is survived by his loving wife of 52 years,
Amelia (Brysacz) and their three children, Stephen
(Christine), Deborah (Frances Routh), and Michael
along with grandchildren, Joseph (Christine) and Sarah
and great-granddaughter Victoria.
Submitted by Amelia Mathews, Buddy’s wife of 52 years.

Arthur Franklin Mays, SMA Jr. School (’70 – ’75)

Arthur Franklin Mays, 83, of 219 George Street,
graduated to heaven on Thursday, August 1, 2013.
The youngest of nine children, Frank was born
February 8, 1930 in Abingdon.

Mr. Mays retired from the U.S. Army with 20
years of distinguished service in Korea, Vietnam,
Panama, and the Pentagon War Room.  Master
Sergeant Mays taught cadets at Staunton Military

Richard “Bim”
Grimstead
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Austin M. Lee
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Mr. Shull was a member of both the Bridgewater College and Wilson

Memorial High School sports hall of fame. He was a very community
minded business man who supported many youth programs.

In addition to his wife, family members include two sons and daughters-
in-law, Timothy and Laurie Shull of Churchville and Kent Shull and Kristen
Wingate of Berryville, Va.; seven grandchildren, Heather Parton, Melissa
Carroll, Ryan Hazen, Ross, Jordan, Rylee and Henley Shull; two great-
grandchildren, Asher and Carys Hazen; a sister,
Mildred Shull Danis of Staunton and a son-in-law,
Larry Hazen.

Honorary pallbearers will be Elwood Cash,
John Tankesley, Joe Tankesley, Billy Burkholder,
Bill May, Max Miller, Scott Rea and Jeff Rea.

Editor’s Note: Raymond was inducted into the
Bridgewater College Athletic Hall of Fame.  The
following statement endorsing his induction was
originally published on their website.

Raymond Shull was one of the top all-around
athletes during his years at Bridgewater College,
earning 11 athletic letters during his career.

Raymond played basketball and baseball for four years and football
for three seasons at BC. As a freshman, he was an honorable mention all-
state pick at first base, and on the basketball court, he
connected on 28 consecutive free throws, a school record at
that time. Also in 1952, Raymond and Fred Diehl combined to
pitch five games in two days to lead Bridgewater to the Virginia
State Fast Pitch College Tournament championship.

Raymond was a legend on the summer softball circuit for
two decades. In 1952, he was voted the outstanding pitcher in
the state tournament as he led his team to the state fast pitch title.
In 1972, 20 years later, he was again named the outstanding
pitcher in the state tournament as he led his squad to the Virginia
Slow pitch championship.

Beginning in 1949, Raymond worked in the excavating
business with his father. He became sole owner of the business
when his father retired. He has been an active member in his church and
community, serving on the boards of the Staunton-Augusta YMCA and the
Virginia Highway Commission.

Raymond Shull’s all-around athletic skills and performance during his
years at Bridgewater College merit his election to the Athletic Hall of Fame.

Robert A. Smith, SMA ‘54

Robert “Army” Armistead Smith, age 76, passed
away Saturday July 27, 2013, surrounded by his
family.  Army grew up in Staunton, Va. He
attended Staunton Military Academy, was in
the corps at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
after graduation, joined the US Army as an officer.
He became a member of the Army’s Special
Forces or Green Berets. A veteran of the Vietnam
War, Army earned a Bronze Star medal and other
service decorations. He attended the Defense
Language Institute in Monterey, Calif., studied Arabic and concentrated on
Middle Eastern affairs. Army and Randie met in Monterey and married two
years later. Rising to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, Army’s 23 years of
service included tours in Korea, Vietnam, Saudi Arabia and Jordan as well as
US military bases.

He earned an MBA at the College of William & Mary and utilized
this business training in his career after retiring from military service. Army
worked for an oil company specializing in drilling fluids and later became a
stockbroker for Merrill Lynch.

Army loved to golf, hunt, fish and coach Little League teams. He
read extensively, was an avid college football fan
and crossword puzzler. He collected model trains
and military patches. He had a dry sense of
humor, was good at telling jokes and was jokingly
known as the ranch hand at the family farm. He
served as President of the Homeowners
Association for The Retreat, volunteered at the
Kingwood Trails Association and the Escape
Center and held offices in the local golf
organization OFWW. Army and Randie loved to
travel and went on numerous cruises and trips
to different parts of the world.

Mr. Smith is survived by his wife of
50 years, Randie; children, Kimberly Smith,
Douglas Smith, Leslie and John Taylor, Keith Smith, as well as two grandsons,
Kai and Logan Smith and their mother, Paige Ducey.

John B. “Jack” Taft, Jr., (left SMA after Junior year in ’46)

John B. “Jack” Taft, Jr., 84, of
Monroe, Michigan died at 9:45 a.m.
Monday in his home.  Jack was born
May 25, 1928 in Monroe; he was
the son of John and Renetta
(Gutman) Taft.  He attended
Staunton Military Academy in
1946.

He married Susan Long June 24,
1967 in Monroe.  He served his
country as Sergeant in the U.S. Army
from 1950 to 1952. 

Jack, along with Gene VanSlambrouck, founded Modern Packaging,
where he was a sales representative until retiring in 2002.

He enjoyed playing softball, tennis and racquet ball.  He also liked to
watch his children and grandchildren play sports of all
kinds.  Jack was an avid University of Michigan fan
and he was a former member of the Monroe First
Downers and the Monroe Golf and Country Club.  One
of the things that he looked forward to was his dinner
out with the guys.

He is survived by his wife Susan Taft of Monroe;
two daughters, Ann (Jim) Lebert and Janice Willoughby
both of Wyandotte; three sons, John B. (Christina) Taft,
III of Monroe, Timothy (Juli) Taft of Traverse City and
Anthony Hoskins of Monroe; twelve grandchildren and
four great grandchildren; nieces and a nephew.

James Charles “J.C.” VanCamp, SMA ‘72

James Charles VanCamp passed away on
August 13, 2013 from an extended battle with
pancreatic cancer.  He was born March 20,
1954 and started SMA in the fall of 1969.
He was to have graduated with the class of
’72, but his mother pulled him out of SMA in
December ’71; so he was not able to finish
with the rest of his class.

Raymond L. Shull
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  Robert “Army” Smith
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Academy and Fishburne Military School.  Pastor Mays ministered faithfully
at the Stokesville Church for 22 years.  He was affectionately known as
“Chief” by friends and family.  Bearer of the Purple Heart and other medals,
Arthur’s greatest, albeit unheralded, achievement was being the consummate
husband, father, and friend.

In addition to his wife of 60 years, Myrtle Wyatt Mays, family
members include a sister, Faye Gray; a daughter, Kathy Hall; a son, Mark
Mays and wife Rhonda; a daughter-in-law, Ginny; seven grandchildren,
Charity, Melissa, and Luke Mays, Susan Hall Medlin, Neal Hall, Lydia
Trollo, and Jennifer Mays Inboden; and five great-grandchildren.

Terry D. Norris, SMA ‘57

Terry D. Norris, 74, departed his earthly home
for his final flight to his eternal home on April 10,
2013.  He was born April 14, 1938 in Darke County,
Ohio. He was a 1956 graduate of Arcanum High
School, a 1957 post graduate at Staunton Military
Academy, and a 1961 graduate of the Air Force
Academy.

Terry had a dual career of teaching/coaching
and serving his country as an Air Force pilot. One
of his greater passions was playing golf with his brothers and

with his buddies at Fawn Lake and
he was a sudoku enthusiast. Terry
was the son of the late Leonard G.
and Dorothy M. (Baird) Norris of
Arcanum, Ohio.

From 1970-1987, Terry
served as an Air Force Reserve
Pilot, Chief of Standardization,
Chief of Plans, and Director of
Operations for the Reserve Unit
in Columbus, Ohio. He also served
as Commander for operations, Red Flag, Panama
rotation, and a deployment to Germany. He

attended the National War College in Washington D.C. in 1976. In 1987, he
was the Air Force Reserve Advisor to the Director Plans, Air Force, at the
Pentagon. He was also the Air Force Reserve and Guard Mobilization
Advisor for the first Iraq War.

Peck, Victor Barry, SMA ‘66

Victor Barry Peck, 64, passed away February
11, 2012 in Islamorada, Fla. He was preceded in
death by his parents, Sylvia and Morris Peck, and
his brother, Samuel Peck. He is survived by his
sisters, Eilene P. Steinberg (Stanley) and Frona P.

Buffenstein (Allan); his
nieces and nephews,
Andrew and Bruce
Steinberg, Erin S. Goldin,
Sheri Conley, Ellen
Strusky, Steven and Eric Buffenstein; nine great-
nieces and nephews.

Victor was born in Portsmouth, raised in
Richmond, graduated from Staunton Military
Academy, and later settled in Islamorada, Fla. He
was an avid golfer and tennis player.

Norman Pisner, SMA ‘43

On Monday, June 3, 2013, NORMAN
PISNER of Olney, MD. Beloved husband of the
late Helen Pisner; loving father of Leigh (Cecelia)
and Danny (Pam) Pisner and Shelley (Dennis)
Ferguson; brother of Shirley Eig; grandfather of
Vera (Brian), Samantha, Devin (Lauren), Elliot
(Becki), Ian, Michael (Angie), Shira (Matthew),
Jason (Emily) and Nicole (Tyler); great grandfather
of Jordan, Liam, Violet, Michael, Beckett, Lillian
and Ethan.

Judge Alfred Burka adds that Norman was a 1st Lieutenant in the 42nd

Armored Infantry.  He won the Bronze Star (V + OLC), the Purple Heart,
and the Combat Infantry Badge.

Paul Manning Price, SMA ‘70

Chapel Hill music veteran Paul Price passes away at 59.
Paul Manning Price, a veteran

of the Chapel Hill music scene during
the ’80s and ’90s and a founding
member of local indie rock mainstay
Lud, passed away Sunday night at
his home in Chapel Hill. He was 59.

Price began playing in beach
music outfits as a teenager and made
an impact on the Triangle scene
starting in the early ’80s. He played
in bands such as The Swamis and The
Emperors of Ice Cream and was a
notable fixture at the Hardback Cafe,
a now defunct meeting ground for musicians and other artists.

In the early ’90s, Price began jamming with Bryon Settle and Kirk
Ross, shifting from his more comfortable role as a bassist and guitarist to play
drums. The collaboration would go on to birth Lud in 1993. The lush and
mercurial indie rock outfit remains a vital player in the Chapel Hill scene.

“We had an old four-track tape machine, and it ran about 20 minutes a
side,” Ross says of Lud’s genesis, referring to the three men as brothers. “We
would just hit record and play until the tape ran out. That’s how we got to really
know each other. You do a lot of talking sitting up late at night.”

Price was also an accomplished academic. After graduating from
Staunton Military Academy in 1970, he studied and taught at UNC-
Chapel Hill, receiving one of the school’s first bachelor’s degrees in
international studies. In 1994, he left Lud to work for UNC, where he
became assistant director of the Center for International Studies. During his
time at UNC he traveled to the African nation of Eritrea, where he joined a
team of scholars assisting the budding democracy in getting on its feet.

“He pretty much had the best damn excuse to quit a band that I’ve ever
heard,” Ross laughed. “You know, ‘I’ve got to go off and help a fledgling

democracy in Africa.’”
Price rejoined Lud in 1996,

switching to bass and contributing to
the albums Sparkling Rope and Epiflot
despite suffering a heart attack in
1997. In 2000, he left the Triangle
for New York, where he worked for
the Social Science Research
Council. He became ill earlier this
year and moved back to North
Carolina to be close to his friends and
family.

More than just a key cog in local
bands, Price was a prolific solo artist with a diverse collection of
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accomplishments. He composed the soundtrack for Sweet Dreamer, a 1990
indie film directed by Robert Landau, and he wrote the song for a popular
N.C. tourism commercial in the early ’90s. Wes Lachot, a friend of Price
who owns the Durham recording studio Overdub Lane, hopes to re-master
and release some of Price’s solo work in the near future.

“He was always the most intellectual guy in the room,” Lachot says,
recalling the way Price would help him out around the studio, laying down
fills or helping in the production booth. “He was always the fiercest critic
of everything. I hated bringing my own songs to him. He was very hard to
please. If he did finally like a song, you knew it was a good song because he
would reject 19 and choose one.”
Originally posted by Jordan Lawrence on INDY Week. Photo by Betsy Harris.

John William Rollins, Jr., SMA ‘60

John William Rollins, Jr. passed away at his home in
Santa Fe, NM on July 3, 2013. He was 71. A Delaware
businessman for most of his life, Mr. Rollins graduated
from The Staunton Military Academy in Staunton,
Virginia.  He received a Bachelor of Business
Administration degree in Accounting and Finance from
Southern Methodist University and an
MBA from Northwestern University in
1965. After one year in New York City with
the Registrar & Transfer Co., Mr. Rollins
returned to Delaware to become Director,
then President of Rollins Truck Leasing

Corp. (RLC), a company founded by his father, the late John
W. Rollins, Sr. This marked the beginning of a long and
distinguished business career where he held numerous senior
positions for many family run businesses, including Chairman
of the Board of Matlack, Inc, a bulk transport company, Senior
Vice Chairman of the Board of Rollins Environmental Services
Inc, and founding member of the Boards of Directors of Dover
Motorsports, Inc. and Dover Downs Gaming & Entertainment, Inc., all
Delaware companies which he helped take public and are listed on the New
York Stock Exchange.

Of all of his professional responsibilities, however, he was always
proudest of his accomplishments as President and CEO of Rollins Truck
Leasing Corp, a position he held until his retirement in 2001. He devoted
most of his professional life to growing the company and was the driving
force in transforming what began as a small auto leasing operation into the
nation’s third-largest truck rental and leasing company, employing 4,300
individuals and servicing more than 50,000 vehicles from 267 branch locations
throughout the United States. During this time, he made a point to visit all
of the company’s locations on a regular basis, knew many of his employees
personally, and went to great lengths to provide the best possible benefits
for his employees, long after many companies had given them up. He was
strengthened daily by the devotion and loyalty of every Rollins employee,
and took great pride in embodying the company precept, “At Rollins, we
do what we say we’re going to do.”

Mr. Rollins also served on President Nixon’s Economic Advisory Council,
was a member of the Young Presidents’ Organization (YPO), and served on the
Board of Trustees of Southern Methodist University from 1988-1995.

In addition to his professional life, he had many personal passions. He
was a devoted family man. His commitment to serving his family was ever
present and he dedicated much of his life to helping not only his immediate
family, whom he adored, but also his cousins and extended family with
whom he remained very close. He was always there when you needed him.
Having grown up in Lewes, Delaware, he developed a love for the sea at an
early age. He became an avid salt water fisherman and spent many years
owning and restoring custom Rybovich sport fishing boats. During his
retirement, he sought refuge travelling on his boat with family and friends
from the coast of Maine to Mexico and many, many points in between. He
became well known in the sport-fishing community and developed deep

Cadet Rollins
 in 1960

and long-lasting friendships with other
custom boat owners and members of the
Rybovich family.

Mr. Rollins also had a passion for the
arts. He was a bluegrass musician early in
life and became a long time collector of Martin
guitars. His love of opera and classical music
took him around the world in pursuit of the
performers, festivals and music he loved
deeply. Most recently, he was an active
supporter of the Santa Fe Opera Company. He touched the lives of many
and will be dearly missed by his family, friends and numerous colleagues
from the Rollins businesses.

Published in the TC Palm from July 9 to July 11, 2013

Everett Benjamin Saslow, SMA ‘42

Everett Benjamin Saslow, of Greensboro, 88,
died peacefully surrounded by family on January

20, 2013 in the Palliative Care Unit
at Wesley Long Hospital.

Everett is survived by his wife
of 63 years, Ann Ravenel Saslow,
and three children, six
grandchildren, and one great-
grandson; and his sister, nephew
and niece. Everett married Ann
Ravenel in 1949. Their three children are Everett Jr. (Kathryn
Lochra) of Greensboro; Elizabeth (Charles Howland) of
Wynnewood, PA; and John (Virginia) of Greensboro. Ann
and Everett’s grandchildren are Loch (Jacki) and Theo Saslow,
Carolina and Baird Howland, and Baker and Everett Saslow.

His great grandson is Benjamin Saslow. Everett’s sister is Nancy Regensburg
of Seattle whose children are Ann Regensburg of Seattle and Bob Gruner of
Mill Valley, CA.

He graduated from Staunton Military Academy in 1942. Everett
owned and operated Saslow’s Jewelers and
Henebry’s Jewelers since graduating from UNC-CH
in 1948, working with both his father Barney and
his son John in the business.

Everett served both in WWII and the Korean
War. In WWII, his role included bomb disposal in
the Philippines and Japan.

Everett will be remembered by many for his
lifelong love for his family, the game of golf, for
UNC-CH athletics, and for travel. Everett also
worked as a volunteer tutoring at Cone Elementary
School and as a volunteer at the Greensboro Historical
Museum.

Raymond L. Shull, SMA ‘51

Raymond Leonard Shull, 80, husband of
Patsy (Wampler) Shull, of 1394 Parkersburg
Turnpike, died Wednesday, April 17, 2013, at his
residence.  He was born May 12, 1932, in Augusta
County, to the late Leonard Rosser and Virginia
Mae (Cash) Shull. He graduated from Staunton
Military Academy in 1951.  He was a self-
employed local businessman for over 60 years.

John William Rollins, Jr.

Cadet Saslow in 1942

Everett Benjamin
Saslow

Cadet Shull in 1951
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Academy and Fishburne Military School.  Pastor Mays ministered faithfully
at the Stokesville Church for 22 years.  He was affectionately known as
“Chief” by friends and family.  Bearer of the Purple Heart and other medals,
Arthur’s greatest, albeit unheralded, achievement was being the consummate
husband, father, and friend.

In addition to his wife of 60 years, Myrtle Wyatt Mays, family
members include a sister, Faye Gray; a daughter, Kathy Hall; a son, Mark
Mays and wife Rhonda; a daughter-in-law, Ginny; seven grandchildren,
Charity, Melissa, and Luke Mays, Susan Hall Medlin, Neal Hall, Lydia
Trollo, and Jennifer Mays Inboden; and five great-grandchildren.

Terry D. Norris, SMA ‘57

Terry D. Norris, 74, departed his earthly home
for his final flight to his eternal home on April 10,
2013.  He was born April 14, 1938 in Darke County,
Ohio. He was a 1956 graduate of Arcanum High
School, a 1957 post graduate at Staunton Military
Academy, and a 1961 graduate of the Air Force
Academy.

Terry had a dual career of teaching/coaching
and serving his country as an Air Force pilot. One
of his greater passions was playing golf with his brothers and

with his buddies at Fawn Lake and
he was a sudoku enthusiast. Terry
was the son of the late Leonard G.
and Dorothy M. (Baird) Norris of
Arcanum, Ohio.

From 1970-1987, Terry
served as an Air Force Reserve
Pilot, Chief of Standardization,
Chief of Plans, and Director of
Operations for the Reserve Unit
in Columbus, Ohio. He also served
as Commander for operations, Red Flag, Panama
rotation, and a deployment to Germany. He

attended the National War College in Washington D.C. in 1976. In 1987, he
was the Air Force Reserve Advisor to the Director Plans, Air Force, at the
Pentagon. He was also the Air Force Reserve and Guard Mobilization
Advisor for the first Iraq War.

Peck, Victor Barry, SMA ‘66

Victor Barry Peck, 64, passed away February
11, 2012 in Islamorada, Fla. He was preceded in
death by his parents, Sylvia and Morris Peck, and
his brother, Samuel Peck. He is survived by his
sisters, Eilene P. Steinberg (Stanley) and Frona P.

Buffenstein (Allan); his
nieces and nephews,
Andrew and Bruce
Steinberg, Erin S. Goldin,
Sheri Conley, Ellen
Strusky, Steven and Eric Buffenstein; nine great-
nieces and nephews.

Victor was born in Portsmouth, raised in
Richmond, graduated from Staunton Military
Academy, and later settled in Islamorada, Fla. He
was an avid golfer and tennis player.

Norman Pisner, SMA ‘43

On Monday, June 3, 2013, NORMAN
PISNER of Olney, MD. Beloved husband of the
late Helen Pisner; loving father of Leigh (Cecelia)
and Danny (Pam) Pisner and Shelley (Dennis)
Ferguson; brother of Shirley Eig; grandfather of
Vera (Brian), Samantha, Devin (Lauren), Elliot
(Becki), Ian, Michael (Angie), Shira (Matthew),
Jason (Emily) and Nicole (Tyler); great grandfather
of Jordan, Liam, Violet, Michael, Beckett, Lillian
and Ethan.

Judge Alfred Burka adds that Norman was a 1st Lieutenant in the 42nd

Armored Infantry.  He won the Bronze Star (V + OLC), the Purple Heart,
and the Combat Infantry Badge.

Paul Manning Price, SMA ‘70

Chapel Hill music veteran Paul Price passes away at 59.
Paul Manning Price, a veteran

of the Chapel Hill music scene during
the ’80s and ’90s and a founding
member of local indie rock mainstay
Lud, passed away Sunday night at
his home in Chapel Hill. He was 59.

Price began playing in beach
music outfits as a teenager and made
an impact on the Triangle scene
starting in the early ’80s. He played
in bands such as The Swamis and The
Emperors of Ice Cream and was a
notable fixture at the Hardback Cafe,
a now defunct meeting ground for musicians and other artists.

In the early ’90s, Price began jamming with Bryon Settle and Kirk
Ross, shifting from his more comfortable role as a bassist and guitarist to play
drums. The collaboration would go on to birth Lud in 1993. The lush and
mercurial indie rock outfit remains a vital player in the Chapel Hill scene.

“We had an old four-track tape machine, and it ran about 20 minutes a
side,” Ross says of Lud’s genesis, referring to the three men as brothers. “We
would just hit record and play until the tape ran out. That’s how we got to really
know each other. You do a lot of talking sitting up late at night.”

Price was also an accomplished academic. After graduating from
Staunton Military Academy in 1970, he studied and taught at UNC-
Chapel Hill, receiving one of the school’s first bachelor’s degrees in
international studies. In 1994, he left Lud to work for UNC, where he
became assistant director of the Center for International Studies. During his
time at UNC he traveled to the African nation of Eritrea, where he joined a
team of scholars assisting the budding democracy in getting on its feet.

“He pretty much had the best damn excuse to quit a band that I’ve ever
heard,” Ross laughed. “You know, ‘I’ve got to go off and help a fledgling

democracy in Africa.’”
Price rejoined Lud in 1996,

switching to bass and contributing to
the albums Sparkling Rope and Epiflot
despite suffering a heart attack in
1997. In 2000, he left the Triangle
for New York, where he worked for
the Social Science Research
Council. He became ill earlier this
year and moved back to North
Carolina to be close to his friends and
family.

More than just a key cog in local
bands, Price was a prolific solo artist with a diverse collection of
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accomplishments. He composed the soundtrack for Sweet Dreamer, a 1990
indie film directed by Robert Landau, and he wrote the song for a popular
N.C. tourism commercial in the early ’90s. Wes Lachot, a friend of Price
who owns the Durham recording studio Overdub Lane, hopes to re-master
and release some of Price’s solo work in the near future.

“He was always the most intellectual guy in the room,” Lachot says,
recalling the way Price would help him out around the studio, laying down
fills or helping in the production booth. “He was always the fiercest critic
of everything. I hated bringing my own songs to him. He was very hard to
please. If he did finally like a song, you knew it was a good song because he
would reject 19 and choose one.”
Originally posted by Jordan Lawrence on INDY Week. Photo by Betsy Harris.

John William Rollins, Jr., SMA ‘60

John William Rollins, Jr. passed away at his home in
Santa Fe, NM on July 3, 2013. He was 71. A Delaware
businessman for most of his life, Mr. Rollins graduated
from The Staunton Military Academy in Staunton,
Virginia.  He received a Bachelor of Business
Administration degree in Accounting and Finance from
Southern Methodist University and an
MBA from Northwestern University in
1965. After one year in New York City with
the Registrar & Transfer Co., Mr. Rollins
returned to Delaware to become Director,
then President of Rollins Truck Leasing

Corp. (RLC), a company founded by his father, the late John
W. Rollins, Sr. This marked the beginning of a long and
distinguished business career where he held numerous senior
positions for many family run businesses, including Chairman
of the Board of Matlack, Inc, a bulk transport company, Senior
Vice Chairman of the Board of Rollins Environmental Services
Inc, and founding member of the Boards of Directors of Dover
Motorsports, Inc. and Dover Downs Gaming & Entertainment, Inc., all
Delaware companies which he helped take public and are listed on the New
York Stock Exchange.

Of all of his professional responsibilities, however, he was always
proudest of his accomplishments as President and CEO of Rollins Truck
Leasing Corp, a position he held until his retirement in 2001. He devoted
most of his professional life to growing the company and was the driving
force in transforming what began as a small auto leasing operation into the
nation’s third-largest truck rental and leasing company, employing 4,300
individuals and servicing more than 50,000 vehicles from 267 branch locations
throughout the United States. During this time, he made a point to visit all
of the company’s locations on a regular basis, knew many of his employees
personally, and went to great lengths to provide the best possible benefits
for his employees, long after many companies had given them up. He was
strengthened daily by the devotion and loyalty of every Rollins employee,
and took great pride in embodying the company precept, “At Rollins, we
do what we say we’re going to do.”

Mr. Rollins also served on President Nixon’s Economic Advisory Council,
was a member of the Young Presidents’ Organization (YPO), and served on the
Board of Trustees of Southern Methodist University from 1988-1995.

In addition to his professional life, he had many personal passions. He
was a devoted family man. His commitment to serving his family was ever
present and he dedicated much of his life to helping not only his immediate
family, whom he adored, but also his cousins and extended family with
whom he remained very close. He was always there when you needed him.
Having grown up in Lewes, Delaware, he developed a love for the sea at an
early age. He became an avid salt water fisherman and spent many years
owning and restoring custom Rybovich sport fishing boats. During his
retirement, he sought refuge travelling on his boat with family and friends
from the coast of Maine to Mexico and many, many points in between. He
became well known in the sport-fishing community and developed deep

Cadet Rollins
 in 1960

and long-lasting friendships with other
custom boat owners and members of the
Rybovich family.

Mr. Rollins also had a passion for the
arts. He was a bluegrass musician early in
life and became a long time collector of Martin
guitars. His love of opera and classical music
took him around the world in pursuit of the
performers, festivals and music he loved
deeply. Most recently, he was an active
supporter of the Santa Fe Opera Company. He touched the lives of many
and will be dearly missed by his family, friends and numerous colleagues
from the Rollins businesses.

Published in the TC Palm from July 9 to July 11, 2013

Everett Benjamin Saslow, SMA ‘42

Everett Benjamin Saslow, of Greensboro, 88,
died peacefully surrounded by family on January

20, 2013 in the Palliative Care Unit
at Wesley Long Hospital.

Everett is survived by his wife
of 63 years, Ann Ravenel Saslow,
and three children, six
grandchildren, and one great-
grandson; and his sister, nephew
and niece. Everett married Ann
Ravenel in 1949. Their three children are Everett Jr. (Kathryn
Lochra) of Greensboro; Elizabeth (Charles Howland) of
Wynnewood, PA; and John (Virginia) of Greensboro. Ann
and Everett’s grandchildren are Loch (Jacki) and Theo Saslow,
Carolina and Baird Howland, and Baker and Everett Saslow.

His great grandson is Benjamin Saslow. Everett’s sister is Nancy Regensburg
of Seattle whose children are Ann Regensburg of Seattle and Bob Gruner of
Mill Valley, CA.

He graduated from Staunton Military Academy in 1942. Everett
owned and operated Saslow’s Jewelers and
Henebry’s Jewelers since graduating from UNC-CH
in 1948, working with both his father Barney and
his son John in the business.

Everett served both in WWII and the Korean
War. In WWII, his role included bomb disposal in
the Philippines and Japan.

Everett will be remembered by many for his
lifelong love for his family, the game of golf, for
UNC-CH athletics, and for travel. Everett also
worked as a volunteer tutoring at Cone Elementary
School and as a volunteer at the Greensboro Historical
Museum.

Raymond L. Shull, SMA ‘51

Raymond Leonard Shull, 80, husband of
Patsy (Wampler) Shull, of 1394 Parkersburg
Turnpike, died Wednesday, April 17, 2013, at his
residence.  He was born May 12, 1932, in Augusta
County, to the late Leonard Rosser and Virginia
Mae (Cash) Shull. He graduated from Staunton
Military Academy in 1951.  He was a self-
employed local businessman for over 60 years.

John William Rollins, Jr.

Cadet Saslow in 1942

Everett Benjamin
Saslow

Cadet Shull in 1951
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teenage years, he worked at his parent’s store,
Grimstead Market, and played football at Virginia
Beach High School.  After graduating from VBHS, he
went on to attend Staunton Military Academy, where
he played football as well.  He completed his
education at Clemson University, earning his degree
in Architecture and became part of the Clemson
Alumni.  During his college career at Clemson, he was
a “walk on” to the 1965 National Championship
football team.  Eventually, he would serve 20 years

as president of the Tidewater Clemson Club.
After college, his love of travel and history would take him all over the

world.  He fulfilled his dream of being an architect with an architectural
business spanning 40 years.  He was best known for many of the oceanfront
hotels that donned a “bubble” window.

He is survived by his loving wife of 26 years, Daryle, there daughters,
Mylinda Grimstead McKinney (Brian), Coley Grimstead Torok (Teddy), Kim
Wirt Sirico, and son Jason Wirt (Kelly).  His siblings are, Joyce Gramlich,
Melva “Teeny” Grimstead, Harry “Charlie” Grimstead, and William “Bunky”
Grimstead.  His nephews are Chuck, Jamie, and Curtis Grimstead, and we don’t
want to omit a plethora of cousins and friends.  He also left a legacy of ten
beautiful grandchildren, Brittany, Max, and Sarah McKinney, Elliott LeJeune,
Tia and Thor Torok, Lexie and Sadie Marshall, Sofia Sirico, and Braxton Wirt.

Bim never met a stranger nor turned away anyone in need.
He also had a unique perspective of viewing the world that
resonated with everyone he encountered.  Bim will be greatly
missed by all who knew him and loved him.  God Bless that
Ttiger in the sky!

A celebration of Bim’s life was held Saturday, May 25 in
Virginia Beach. In lieu of flowers please make donations to
Sentara Hospice or the American Cancer Society. Condolences
may be expressed to the family at www.altmeyer.com.

Richard Layton, SMA ‘52

Richard Layton, PhD, age 79, died Sunday, March 3,
2013 at his home in Tavares, Florida. He was born March 3, 1934 in West
Palm Beach, FL, the son of the late William F. Layton and Sophie K.
Layton. He attended Staunton Military Academy, graduated from the
University of Virginia, and received his PhD in Chemistry from the University

of Texas. He served in the
U.S. Army as a First
Lieutenant and retired from
Amoco in 1991. He was
married in 1955, to the late
Margaret C. Croft,
formerly of Staunton VA.
Surviving are his four
children, Kathryn
Freimarck (Aron) of
Schertz, TX; Alice Hahn
(William) of Knoxville,

TN; Richard A. Layton (Susan) of Urbana, IL; and David F. Layton (Neeta)
of Seattle, WA; and 8 grandchildren.
Published in The Atlanta Journal-Constitution on March 6, 2013

Austin M. Lee, SMA ‘36

Austin M. Lee died June 4, 2013, at The Glen
at Willow Valley in Lancaster, PA. Born June 6, 1919,
in Philadelphia, PA, he was the only child of Thomas
H. Lee and Lucille Miller Lee. He attended the
Philadelphia public schools and then Staunton
Military Academy in Staunton, VA, graduating
in 1936. He graduated from The College of William

and Mary in 1940 and from the University of Pennsylvania Law School in 1943
and was admitted to the practice of law in Pennsylvania in 1943. He then
volunteered for service in World War II, being commissioned an Ensign in the
U.S. Naval Reserve and serving for three years in the American and Pacific
Theaters. He qualified as an Aerial Navigator and was discharged as a Lieutenant.
In 1947, he married the former Betty -Pansius, with whom he had four children,
all of whom survive - Susan E. Lee, Nancy Lee Papay, Thomas H. Lee, II and
Robert A. Lee. He is also survived by four grandchildren, John P. Papay, Kate
Papay Weingart, Elizabeth Lee and Rebecca Lee, and one great-grandchild.

Mr. Lee engaged in the general practice of law for more than 60 years in
Philadelphia and Jenkintown, PA, and was a member of the Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania and American Bar Associations. He served in the -Pennsylvania
House of Representatives from 1956-64, representing a District in Philadelphia
that included Roxborough, Manayunk and Wissahickon, and was Vice Chairman
of the Appropriations Committee (1963-64). For two of his four terms, he was
the only Republican representative from Philadelphia
County. He later served as Executive Assistant to the
Republican Floor Leader (1978) and as Executive Assistant
to the Speaker of the House (1979). In 1980, he became
Executive Director of the House Bipartisan Management
Committee and served in that capacity until 1989. In
1991, he was appointed to the Pennsylvania State Ethics
Commission and served as a Member of the Commission

until 2001.
Mr. Lee was also a long-time member

of the Union League of Philadelphia (the
Double Six Club) and Roxborough Lodge
#135 of the Free and Accepted Masons. He summered with his
family in -Avalon, NJ, since the early Fifties and remained an
active member of the Yacht Club of Stone Harbor (Commodore
1971) for many years.
Originally printed in Lancasteronline.com.

Robert Arthur “Buddy” Mathews, SMA ‘50

Robert Arthur “Buddy” Mathews, age 80, of Independence, Ohio, passed
away on Tuesday, May 7, 2013 in Parma, Ohio.

He was born on September 8, 1932, son of the late Dr. Hippolit and Cecilia
(Majewski) Matuzeski.  Robert graduated from
Staunton Military Academy in 1950.

Buddy was a Pharmacist for 55 years, working
most of the time in retail pharmacy.  He owned his
pharmacy for several years until he closed it in 1984
and went to work in the out-patient pharmacy of the
Brecksville Veterans Hospital, from which he retired
in 1997.

He is survived by his loving wife of 52 years,
Amelia (Brysacz) and their three children, Stephen
(Christine), Deborah (Frances Routh), and Michael
along with grandchildren, Joseph (Christine) and Sarah
and great-granddaughter Victoria.
Submitted by Amelia Mathews, Buddy’s wife of 52 years.

Arthur Franklin Mays, SMA Jr. School (’70 – ’75)

Arthur Franklin Mays, 83, of 219 George Street,
graduated to heaven on Thursday, August 1, 2013.
The youngest of nine children, Frank was born
February 8, 1930 in Abingdon.

Mr. Mays retired from the U.S. Army with 20
years of distinguished service in Korea, Vietnam,
Panama, and the Pentagon War Room.  Master
Sergeant Mays taught cadets at Staunton Military

Richard “Bim”
Grimstead

Cadet Layton in 1952 Dr. Richard Layton

Austin M. Lee

Cadet Mathews in 1950

M/Sgt. Mays in 1970Cadet Lee in 1936
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Mr. Shull was a member of both the Bridgewater College and Wilson

Memorial High School sports hall of fame. He was a very community
minded business man who supported many youth programs.

In addition to his wife, family members include two sons and daughters-
in-law, Timothy and Laurie Shull of Churchville and Kent Shull and Kristen
Wingate of Berryville, Va.; seven grandchildren, Heather Parton, Melissa
Carroll, Ryan Hazen, Ross, Jordan, Rylee and Henley Shull; two great-
grandchildren, Asher and Carys Hazen; a sister,
Mildred Shull Danis of Staunton and a son-in-law,
Larry Hazen.

Honorary pallbearers will be Elwood Cash,
John Tankesley, Joe Tankesley, Billy Burkholder,
Bill May, Max Miller, Scott Rea and Jeff Rea.

Editor’s Note: Raymond was inducted into the
Bridgewater College Athletic Hall of Fame.  The
following statement endorsing his induction was
originally published on their website.

Raymond Shull was one of the top all-around
athletes during his years at Bridgewater College,
earning 11 athletic letters during his career.

Raymond played basketball and baseball for four years and football
for three seasons at BC. As a freshman, he was an honorable mention all-
state pick at first base, and on the basketball court, he
connected on 28 consecutive free throws, a school record at
that time. Also in 1952, Raymond and Fred Diehl combined to
pitch five games in two days to lead Bridgewater to the Virginia
State Fast Pitch College Tournament championship.

Raymond was a legend on the summer softball circuit for
two decades. In 1952, he was voted the outstanding pitcher in
the state tournament as he led his team to the state fast pitch title.
In 1972, 20 years later, he was again named the outstanding
pitcher in the state tournament as he led his squad to the Virginia
Slow pitch championship.

Beginning in 1949, Raymond worked in the excavating
business with his father. He became sole owner of the business
when his father retired. He has been an active member in his church and
community, serving on the boards of the Staunton-Augusta YMCA and the
Virginia Highway Commission.

Raymond Shull’s all-around athletic skills and performance during his
years at Bridgewater College merit his election to the Athletic Hall of Fame.

Robert A. Smith, SMA ‘54

Robert “Army” Armistead Smith, age 76, passed
away Saturday July 27, 2013, surrounded by his
family.  Army grew up in Staunton, Va. He
attended Staunton Military Academy, was in
the corps at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
after graduation, joined the US Army as an officer.
He became a member of the Army’s Special
Forces or Green Berets. A veteran of the Vietnam
War, Army earned a Bronze Star medal and other
service decorations. He attended the Defense
Language Institute in Monterey, Calif., studied Arabic and concentrated on
Middle Eastern affairs. Army and Randie met in Monterey and married two
years later. Rising to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, Army’s 23 years of
service included tours in Korea, Vietnam, Saudi Arabia and Jordan as well as
US military bases.

He earned an MBA at the College of William & Mary and utilized
this business training in his career after retiring from military service. Army
worked for an oil company specializing in drilling fluids and later became a
stockbroker for Merrill Lynch.

Army loved to golf, hunt, fish and coach Little League teams. He
read extensively, was an avid college football fan
and crossword puzzler. He collected model trains
and military patches. He had a dry sense of
humor, was good at telling jokes and was jokingly
known as the ranch hand at the family farm. He
served as President of the Homeowners
Association for The Retreat, volunteered at the
Kingwood Trails Association and the Escape
Center and held offices in the local golf
organization OFWW. Army and Randie loved to
travel and went on numerous cruises and trips
to different parts of the world.

Mr. Smith is survived by his wife of
50 years, Randie; children, Kimberly Smith,
Douglas Smith, Leslie and John Taylor, Keith Smith, as well as two grandsons,
Kai and Logan Smith and their mother, Paige Ducey.

John B. “Jack” Taft, Jr., (left SMA after Junior year in ’46)

John B. “Jack” Taft, Jr., 84, of
Monroe, Michigan died at 9:45 a.m.
Monday in his home.  Jack was born
May 25, 1928 in Monroe; he was
the son of John and Renetta
(Gutman) Taft.  He attended
Staunton Military Academy in
1946.

He married Susan Long June 24,
1967 in Monroe.  He served his
country as Sergeant in the U.S. Army
from 1950 to 1952. 

Jack, along with Gene VanSlambrouck, founded Modern Packaging,
where he was a sales representative until retiring in 2002.

He enjoyed playing softball, tennis and racquet ball.  He also liked to
watch his children and grandchildren play sports of all
kinds.  Jack was an avid University of Michigan fan
and he was a former member of the Monroe First
Downers and the Monroe Golf and Country Club.  One
of the things that he looked forward to was his dinner
out with the guys.

He is survived by his wife Susan Taft of Monroe;
two daughters, Ann (Jim) Lebert and Janice Willoughby
both of Wyandotte; three sons, John B. (Christina) Taft,
III of Monroe, Timothy (Juli) Taft of Traverse City and
Anthony Hoskins of Monroe; twelve grandchildren and
four great grandchildren; nieces and a nephew.

James Charles “J.C.” VanCamp, SMA ‘72

James Charles VanCamp passed away on
August 13, 2013 from an extended battle with
pancreatic cancer.  He was born March 20,
1954 and started SMA in the fall of 1969.
He was to have graduated with the class of
’72, but his mother pulled him out of SMA in
December ’71; so he was not able to finish
with the rest of his class.

Raymond L. Shull

Cadet Smith in 1954

  Robert “Army” Smith

Cadet Taft in 1946

John B. Taft, Jr.

Cadet VanCamp in 1972
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Thomas “Tom” Baldridge, SMA ’65 – ’67 ( left SMA after Junior year)

Thomas “Tom” Baldridge 63 of Hurricane, West
Virginia, went to be with the lord on Friday April 19,
2013 after a long illness. He is survived by his wife
Alice Blevens, daughters Melissa and Kimberly, one
grandchild, one brother, and one sister.

Tom attended Staunton Military Academy from
1965 through June 1967 when he was “honorably
discharged” after finishing up his junior year.  He would
have graduated with the class of 1968.  Also, he served
in Vietnam (’70 - ’72) after having attended Kent State

University.

Obituary provided by George Legg.

Dennis Grayson Case, SMA Instructor 1955 – 1975

Colonel Dennis Grayson Case, 79, died
Sunday, June 9, 2013, at his residence in Staunton,
VA. He was born on November 21, 1933 in Henry
County Virginia.

Col. Case graduated in 1951 from
John D. Bassett High School in Bassett,
VA. He earned a bachelor’s degree from
Roanoke College in 1955 and attended
Harvard University during the

summer of 1957. He obtained a master’s degree from James
Madison University in 1965.

Col. Case joined the staff of the Staunton Military
Academy in September of 1955 as a Lieutenant and an initial
assignment as an instructor in Freshman English. He was
promoted to Captain in September of 1959. He moved on to
instruct junior English in September of 1963, taught
Government for one year during the 1963-1964 session, and
accepted a promotion to Major in September of 1965. He instructed senior
English and was the Head of the English Department at the Academy from
September 1966 through June 1973. In July of 1973, he accepted the position
of Headmaster along with a promotion to Lt. Colonel. He remained
Headmaster of SMA until he resigned from the Academy in June of 1975.

Col. Case served as the faculty advisor to the Kablegram from
September 1955 until he relinquished the position in September of 1966.

As an honor to him and his work with the cadets at the Academy, the 1966
Blue & Gold was dedicated to him. The dedication, on page 12 of the book,
stated: “The Senior Class of Staunton Military Academy dedicates the 1966
BLUE & GOLD to Major. Dennis G. Case who has constantly served as
teacher, counselor and friend to the members of the graduating class.”

In 1975, Col. Case became assistant principal at Riverheads High School
in Augusta County and served in that capacity until he retired in 2008. With
his retirement in 2008, Col. Case completed 52 years of dedicated service in
the field of education.

 David C. Cumming, SMA ‘59

David C. Cumming, Class of 1959, passed away
on March 14, 2012, in Clearwater, Florida, at the age of
70.  David attended Staunton Military Academy for
two years and was in the Corps Band where he became
Bugle Sergeant – the guy with the lonely job of sounding
Reveille in the morning and Taps in the evening and all
the bugle calls in between.  He was proud of the fact
that, although he came to SMA unable to read a note of
music, he had learned to know and play all those bugle
calls and, then, trained others to carry on after he left
the Hill.

F o l l o w i n g
graduation from Florida
State University in
1964, where he
received a Bachelor’s
degree in Criminology
and Second Lieutenant
bars (ROTC).  David left
Florida to serve for
several years in the
Army’s Third Military
Police Company, Third
Infantry Division in
West Germany.  After

making First Lieutenant, David volunteered for Vietnam where he served as
Platoon Leader with the 25th Military Police Company, 25th Infantry
Division in Cu Chi.   Later he became Company Commander of the 25th MPs
with a promotion to Captain.  David was awarded the Bronze Star. 

Following an honorable discharge from the Army in 1968, David joined
the Federal Bureau of Investigation where he spent “the best part of my
career” in California as a Special Agent.  Then, in the early 1980’s, David
transferred to Washington, DC, where he worked foreign counterintelligence
cases, mostly in an undercover capacity.  About 10 years later, David

returned to his home state of Florida handling investigations
related to organized crime and illegal drug trafficking as a
Special Agent in the Tampa area until he retired in December
1998 with 30 years’ service.

David is survived by his beloved wife of 30 years, Anne-
Marie; sons, Christian (wife Lauren) Cumming and David A.
Cumming; daughters, Michelle Cumming and Heather
(husband Paul) Kunk; brother Richard (wife Marti) Cumming;
sister Diane (husband Scotty) Andrews; and three
grandchildren, Baergan, Liam, and Keiran.  David was
predeceased by his brother, Anthony.  Burial was held at
Har Sinai Cemetery in Baltimore, MD. “Let’s hope the bugler
who plays Taps at the 2014 Reunion performs to David’s
high standards.”

Submitted by Kelly McGavock, SMA ‘59

Larry Fitzpatrick, SMA PG ‘64

Larry Fitzpatrick died October 21, 2002, in
Cut Bank, Montana of Hodkins Disease, Cutaneous
T-cell Lymphoma, and Diffuse T-cell Lymphoma,
all related to agent orange exposure.  Fitzpatrick
was a veteran of the Vietnam War and a member of
Vietnam Veterans of America-Paradise, Chapter 871.
Larry was a Post Graduate at Staunton Military
Academy in 1964.

Richard Lee “Bim” Grimstead, SMA ‘62

Virginia Beach – On Tuesday, May 21, 2013,
Virginia Beach lost one of its originals.  Richard Lee
(Bim) Grimstead, AIA, departed this earth.  He was
predeceased by his parents Melvin and Ruby
Grimstead.  He was born on June 11, 1943 on Old
Dam Neck Road in Prencess Anne County.

As a young child, Bim would wander around
with his dog, Ginger, and dream of becoming an
architect and designing buildings in the area.  In his

Cadet Baldridge
in 1967

 Dennis Case in 1966

Cadet Cumming
in 1959

 David Cumming with his two sons,
Christian James (left) and David Andrew (right)

Cadet Fitzpatrick
 in 1964
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James passed away in Greenville, Virginia at the late Charles R.

“Bunky” Day’s old homestead.

Submitted by J.C.’s roommate, Paul Heyard, SMA ’72.

Arlene Nicely, our SMA Alumni Association Office Manager, sent
along this side note:

J.C. would visit me here in the office when he was in town and would
call at times just to talk.  He had just been released from the hospital
during the last reunion (2013) but wanted to see his friend Paul Heyard; so
he attended only for an hour…too weak to stay; so he had to go back
home.  He did get to visit with Paul during that time...the last time he would
see him.  So many of the friendships made at Staunton Military Academy
have been lasting friendships...even until the end. 

J.C. purchased Bunky Day’s place before Bunky’s death, and Bunky
continued to live in a place on that land until his death in 2010.

Frederick Henry Walton, Jr.

On Saturday, August 3, 2013
at his residence in Maplewood
Park Place. Born March 25, 1917
in Buenos Aires, Argentina to
native Chicagoans, Mr. Walton
graduated from Staunton
Military Academy in 1933 and
served in the Army Air Force HQ
during WWII, retiring as a Colonel
in the USAF Reserve. Fred graduated from
Georgetown University College and Law
School in 1938 and had a 41-year career in

private practice as a communications attorney, serving in several capacities
in the Federal Communications Bar Association. In 1949 he moved his
family of five into Maryland and became a parishoner of St. John’s
Episcopal Church, Norwood Parish. He served as a Vestryman in 1960
and Junior Warden in 1961; then again as Vestryman in 1969, Junior Warden
in 1970, and Senior Warden in 1971-72. In 1994 he returned to the Vestry
and also served on the Rector Search Committee which called The Rev.

Susan Flanders in 1998. He also served
as an usher in the last decade. In his
retirement, Mr. Walton served as
President of Community Ministry of
Montgomery County and as Director of
the Interfaith Housing Coalition.

His wife of 61 years, Barbara
Ramseyer, died in 2003. He is the father
of Timothy (of Rockville, MD), Frederick
(of Portland, OR) and the late Valerie
Walton; grandfather of Thomas and
Emily Walton; and great-grandfather of
Halle Rose Walton.

Originally printed in the Washington Post.

Herbert Lee Zalis, SMA ‘51

On Friday, September 12,
2008, Herbert Lee Zalis of
Rockville, MD.  Beloved husband
of the late Dorene W. Zalis;
devoted father of Marla J. Zalis,
Kara (Brian) Zalis-Hecker,
Michael Zalis and Mickey (Carol)
Zalis; beloved brother of Ellis Idas;

brother-in-law of Hershel Blumber; cherished
grandfather of Joseph (Lauren) Zalis, Zachary
and Isaac Zalis and many loving nieces and nephews. 

Graveside services were held on Monday, September 15. 

Published in Baltimore Sun on September 14, 2008

 Cadet Walton in 1933

Cadet Zalis in 1951

New Director of Leadership Development and Academic Affairs

VWIL welcomes Ms. Amelia Underwood as the new Director of
Leadership Development and Academic Adviser. Mrs. Underwood is a graduate
of the United States Military Academy at West Point, served in the Field Artillery
as a Lance Missile Platoon Leader and XO, worked for Mobil Oil as an engineer,
has raised a family and most recently was an adjunct professor of military history
at JMU ROTC and adjunct professor of leadership in organizations.

Frederick Henry Walton, Jr.

VWIL        NEWS

Ms. Amelia Underwood
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letters and email

SMA Alumni Association July 15, 2013
RE: September Kablegram-Leader (Fall Issue)
Dear Sir/Madam

Regarding waiter service, buffet style was started in September 1964.  I do not know if
it was a good move financially, but it entirely broke down the conformity of each mess, as
cadets were always moving about the mess hall.  Nor was there a beginning or an end to
each mess; one arrived at around an appointed time and left accordingly.  Not formal parade
was held to each mess for the entire Corps.  I think there were shifts in times of meals, as
well.  It broke down the overall organization of mess, which did not help the “big picture” of
the entire day.  It became what it was called… “a mess”.  Everyone also put way too much
food on their trays (me too), three hamburgers instead of one, etc.

Looking for pictures?  Here’s a picture of me receiving from her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
II at Buckingham Palace, London, the Order of Saint Michael and Saint George for services
in promotion of Business to the British Empire and all its Commonwealth Nations.  Quite a
day, indeed.  The gentleman who came after me was Vidal Sassoon!
Regards,
Hazelwood, Frederick Asa, CMG
Class of 1965

To: Mark Orr, Webmaster and Burdette Holmes 8/11/2013
Mark and Burdette,

I have been researching the records in the Augusta County Clerk’s Office for the Building & Grounds Chapter of the History
and have discovered something that will cause me to rewrite Chapter 3 (The Early Years) slightly.

Staunton Military Academy was incorporated in 1890 by WH Kable and others. However, it wasn’t the school at the time. It
was just an empty shell corporation.

Between 1885 and 1892, a lot of money was borrowed against the school for improvements and operating funds.  In late
1892, the school was placed in what we would call Chapter 11 or 13 Bankruptcy for the remainder of the school year.

In June of 1893, the school was foreclosed on and sold at a sheriff’s auction. The SMA corporation purchased the assets of
the school for $12,500.

I need to do some more research to line everything up and write it. I will be going to Staunton in October and will try to get
the rest of the documents I need from the Clerk’s office. I’ll rewrite the chapter for the web and will write an article for the
Kablegram-Leader, when I get it finished.

Greg Robertson, SMA ‘70
Editor’s note: Interesting! I look forward to the whole story.

From: Ed Patsch, SMA ’53 8/25/2013
Arlene,

Your story  in the “Kablegram” was great.  The world needs more people like you.  May God bless you and all those that
help to keep the “SMA Legacy” alive.
Thanks,
Ed Patsch, SMA ‘53

Frederick Hazelwood is
honored by Queen Elizabeth

VWIL        NEWS

Brig. General Teresa Djuric Named Commandant of Cadets

by Megan Williams, NewsLeader.com

During a trip to Virginia Military Institute a few years
ago for a speaking engagement, Brig. Gen. Teresa Djuric
was approached by a female cadet requesting
her to speak at the school where she was a
student.  Djuric was taken aback; she thought
the girl went to VMI. She looked like the
rest of the VMI cadets. But the cadet told
her she went to Mary Baldwin College and
was a cadet in the Virginia Women’s Institute
for Leadership, the only all-female cadet
corps in the country.

To say she was intrigued was an
understatement. Unfortunately, Djuric never
made it to MBC, despite her interest.  She
couldn’t have known that one day she’d be
leading VWIL.

Years after that visit to VMI, Djuric was looking for a
job in higher education and Mary Baldwin College needed
a new commandant of cadets. She had recently retired as
deputy director of the Space and Intelligence Office at
the Pentagon after 30 years in the Air Force. And she
couldn’t shake the feeling that teaching was the thing she
really wanted to do with her life. The job at MBC
seemed like fate. “There are so few of these military
programs at that level that rotate leadership,” Djuric said.

Mary Baldwin has had only one commandant — Brig.
Gen. Mike Bissell held the position for almost 20 years
and helped get the program off the ground.  Bissell
announced his plan to retire after suffering a stroke in mid-
April that caused him to lose his eyesight. He wasn’t ready
to retire but decided the time had come for him to step
down from VWIL. He stayed on through the summer to
help President Pamela Fox find a successor. Djuric will
officially start Oct. 1.

In the search for a new commandant, the hiring
committee looked for candidates who had experience in

command and administrative logistics and in developing
programs for both military and civilian settings.

“General Djuric has the experience,
credentials and personal character to lead
VWIL into its next thriving chapter,” Fox said
in a press release. “She is exactly who(m)
we were hoping to attract to the position, an
accomplished individual with passion and
energy who will inspire students and
colleagues to excellence, build connections
throughout our college community and
beyond, and evolve VWIL to be even more
successful in preparing young women to
succeed in both civilian and military careers.”

Djuric interviewed for the position in mid-
August and again at the end of the month. She said she
was struck by the respect that VWIL commands among
faculty and students.

Djuric has led small and large academic and operational
units and has served as an instructor to military and civilian
audiences. As commander of the Jeanne M. Holm Center
for Officer Accessions and Citizen Development at Air
University, Djuric established the first Air Force civilian
leadership course for newly hired civilians.  She led 2,500
instructors responsible for training 23,000 cadets at
universities and officer training schools and 115,000
JROTC cadets at 884 high schools and managed the Air
University officer training campus.  It was during her time
at the Holm Center that she realized her future was in higher
education.

“I want to continue the program as it exists today,”
Djuric said of VWIL. “I want to strengthen it and see it
grow.”

Originally published by NewsLeader.com on September
18, 2013

Brig. Gen. Teresa Djuric
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Commencement 2013: Faces in the Crowd
There are many paths to a college degree. Meet one of our graduates who will celebrate years of hard work and dedication at Mary Baldwin

College’s 171st Commencement.

A Well-Rounded Leader

Victoria Barrett

Victoria Barrett will be the first in her family to
earn a college degree. Though simply graduating
wasn’t enough for this 21-year old international

relations major from Chesapeake.

For three out of four years at MBC, Barrett
earned the highest grade point average in her class.
She is graduating with honors and is earning minors
in history, anthropology, and leadership studies. She
has been tapped for Phi Beta Kappa, the nation’s
oldest and most respected society honoring liberal
arts students of genuine academic and personal
accomplishment. She is well rounded — a member
of both the Fighting Squirrels’ cross country and
softball teams and is a top cadet in the college’s
Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL).

“Most of my memories [from MBC] are centered around
the VWIL program and the cadets that I have made life-long
friendships with,” Barrett said. “The biggest life lesson that I

learned is that even if you fall down and make a
mistake, you have the ability to pick yourself back
up and work toward redemption.”

While attending college on a four-year Army
scholarship, Barrett earned the top Strength and
Endurance Test score in her class. She is the top
woman out of all the senior military colleges on the
Army Order of Merit List. Barrett will commission
into the U.S. Army as a second lieutenant. Airborne
qualified, she has been selected to go to Rigger
School with an assignment at Fort Bragg.

“As Commencement approaches I’ve become
excited and nervous for the future,” Barrett said. “I
am blessed to already have my first years after

graduation planned out in the U.S. Army, but the unknown is
scary. Mary Baldwin College, however, has given me the tools
that I need to be successful as I move on into unfamiliar waters.”

Reprinted from MBC/VWIL website.

Bissell Retiring as Commandant of Cadets
Brigadier General N. Mike Bissell — founding commandant

of cadets for Mary Baldwin College’s Virginia
Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) — has
announced his retirement for the end of June.

Since VWIL’s founding in 1995, Bissell, 74, has
seen the organization grow from its beginning as an
audacious idea into a premiere leadership program for
women, fostering military and civilian lives of global
citizenship and purpose.

“We honor and thank General Bissell for being
an enduring exemplar of leadership and service,” said
MBC President Pamela Fox in a message to the campus
community. “We are grateful that he is recovering from
a stroke, enabling him to continue at MBC on a
temporary basis. General Bissell has determined that
he will begin his transition toward retirement.”

He brought to the program extensive military leadership
experience. Bissell graduated from the Virginia Military Institute

(VMI) and was commissioned into the U.S. Army as an
infantryman, and later served as an aviator. He retired
from the U.S. Army to become the program manager
for the new Army stealth helicopter, the Comanche,
for the Boeing and Sikorsky Aircraft Team. After the
team won the $30 billion competition, he returned to
VMI in 1990 to become its first full-time commandant
of cadets.

Bissell later became the deputy superintendent,
responsible for the assimilation of women into the
VMI Corps of Cadets. At the same time, he was
performing the duties of VWIL commandant, helping
to develop and design the structure of its corps. In
1999 — four years after the first cadets matriculated
— he became the first full-time commandant of cadets
at VWIL.

He received a bachelor of arts from VMI and a
master of arts from the University of Missouri. Bissell was

General Bissell,
VWIL Commandant of Cadets

letters and email
Editor’s note: Here is an interesting email series between Harry Waddington and Arlene Nicely.  Enjoy!
From: Harry Waddington May 1, 2013
To: SMA Office

Subject: RE:  Barry Goldwater
Didn’t Barry Goldwater attend/graduate from SMA?  My Uncle, John H. Young, was an Alumnus and is listed as a Teacher/Staff in

the Obits,  but he was also a classmate of Senator Goldwater back in the 20s.  I have another uncle, Byron K. Hartman, SMA ’26, and a brother,
Robert C. Waddington, SMA ’46 who are also Alums.

Thanks for your input.

Harry Waddington,  CCM

In a message dated 5/1/2013,   Arlene writes back:
Barry Goldwater did graduate from SMA in 1928...also his two sons graduated from the academy.    The records show that your uncle

graduated in 1926 and the John Howard Young was on the staff from 1941-1943.  Could this be one and the same?
Arlene

Harry quickly responds :Arlene, I thank you for your reply to my inquiry. I do believe that John H. Young is the same as the staff
individual, as he spent the later part of his career as a professor. He actually had three careers.

About 35 years ago, maybe more, I was a part owner of a restaurant in Charleston, SC, and I noticed Senator Goldwater outside of the
restaurant.   He came in and asked if a group from Hilton Head was there.  I told him that the group was expected in about an hour for lunch,
but that he was welcome to come in and I would get him a glass of tea or cup of coffee.  This was the day after Gerald Ford had debated Jimmy
Carter, in which Gerald Ford had stated that Poland was not a communist country! Needless to say, the Senator was most upset and had
already talked to the White House.

We went into the lounge, and we started to chat. I asked, “Didn’t you go to SMA?  Now, there he was, wondering how a guy in
Charleston, SC knew that he went to SMA! I told him that my uncle, Jack Young, had Graduated from SMA and he was amazed.  He responded
that he had seen Jack just a few weeks before at the PX in Phoenix, and we had a great time together from there on! Small world, even back then!
Again I thank you for your response.

Sincerely,
Harry Waddington

P.S. My Mother was Dorothy Young, and Spike Hartman’s wife was Rae Waddington. I was in attendance at my brother’s graduation from
SMA, and I was all of 7 years old!  SMA and I go way back!

Dear SMA Foundation, May 16, 2013
Thank you for your contribution to VWIL.  We truly appreciate your continued support.  Your generous donation will help us to

continue developing young female leaders who will be confident and compassionate change-makers around the world.
Again, thank you.
Mike Bissell
Editor’s note: General Bissell is winding down his tenure as the VWIL Commandant of Cadets.  He will retire this fall.

From: Roanoke Rising, A Campaign for Roanoke College
To: SMA Alumni Association
Attn: Ms. Arlene Nicely July 1, 2013
Dear Ms. Nicely:

Thank you so very much for the recent gift of $100.00 for the Andrew ’61 and Dennis ’55 Case Endowed Scholarship from
the Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association made in honor of Mr. Dennis G. Case.  This investment benefits Roanoke
College and its students, faculty and staff each and every day.  Whether enhancing firsthand learning opportunities, ensuring
valuable personal connections, or making sure that our beautiful campus setting contributes to the quality of life for our students,
your support is at the heart of Roanoke’s classic college experience.

Thank you once again for your generosity and for helping students have the Roanoke experience today that will last a lifetime
of tomorrows.
With sincere appreciation,
Connie K. Carmack
Vice President for Resource Development
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Now it is on to the Mess Hall.  As I look down the steps to the entry way nothing seems to have changed.  Not surprisingly the steps on either

side, which lead to the infirmary and, if memory serves, the chemistry lab, are still there.  Peering into the hall, it also seems little changed, and a tug
on the door reveals it’s open!  In I go, camera whirling.  There are no tables or chairs, but it is our Mess Hall.  The steps and landing up to the Junior
School section are there, but no bell on the wall (4) for the Corps Commander to ring before saying grace and then bellowing the command, SEATS!
The massive kitchen is no longer there and the Mess Hall now seems to be a meeting or events center.

Suddenly I am hurled back in time to my Rat year, and the good natured hazing (seems so now) which accompanied most meals.  The meals...
which were nourishing but unimaginative often contained what was referred to as “mystery meat.”  As a member of ‘A’ Company we sat near the
kitchen, so our “Chief,” (Archie?) would be able to refill the plates quickly.  These were the big boys, and included many of the football players.
Wow, flashbacks coming fast now; I can hear special orders being read, both “make sheets” and disciplinary pronouncements.  What’s that? “Milk
down?  Yes Sir!”

OK, back outside and around to check-out that other eating establishment...  “The Canteen.”  Gone now... it had once been on Memorial Hall’s
sub-ground floor, it now looks to be used as storage space.  I can recall many afternoons spent consuming Dr. Peppers and watching American
Bandstand, “…live from Philadelphia.”  The upstairs portion of Memorial Hall still seems to be used as class rooms and appears to have been
refurbished, judging by the condition of the entry way.  I did not attempt to go in.

I continued my tour heading down the drive to the parade ground/athletic field.  The cement stands are in disrepair and it seems as though there
may be even be a section missing.  As I stand there, I try to imagine the Corps of Cadets forming on the field for a Sunday parade.  For some reason
the memory just won’t come!  Perhaps the magic is only present in the Mess Hall.  Out onto the field for a look back at what is left of the school.  Then
it happens, I can almost hear a Sousa march pouring from “Battle Group Band.”  And there goes the Adjutant in full “Adjutant Walk,” to report that
the Corps of Cadets are ready to “pass in review.”  Memories are coming full tilt now; hey it must be perspective.  After all, I never saw a Sunday
parade from anywhere but within ranks.  How could I have expected to conjure up a vision of something I never saw?

On to town, past what had been the Junior School (now MBC Adult Education Center); down a street I walked several times a week, year after year.
Everything seems very familiar until I get to downtown and once more lose the link.  I pass an old Hardware Store, now a junk shop or flea market.  It’s open,
at 8 am; I can’t resist, so in I go to rummage.  It looks as though there is still a hardware store beneath the junk (treasures to some, I am quite sure).  I find a Virginia
license plate bearing the year of my graduation complete with a strip which proclaims, “Staunton, Woodrow Wilson’s Birthplace.”  I ask the storekeeper if he
has any SMA stuff.  “I think so,” he states, producing a few small items: buttons, caps, a lighter (Zippo style, and new), and a demitasse spoon.  Demitasse
spoon!!?  What on earth was he talking about?  Had I missed out on High Tea all those years?  He explained that Mrs. Kable had a silver service with the school
insignia on it, and all of it had been auctioned off some years back.  Plausible, I believe the Kable’s did own the jewelry store in town years ago. “Thanks, but
no thanks.”  I was not interested, especially for the princely sum of eighty dollars.

Besides it held no memories for me.  So, $20.00 later, the license plate and lighter were mine, and I headed up Beverly Street toward the B & B.
Breakfast was being served and I began to relate my morning adventure.  “You’re lucky you didn’t get arrested!” my wife interjected.  “Huh?”, says
I, annoyed at the interruption.  “Think about it!” she continued. “A middle-aged man, roaming around a girl’s school with a video camera at 6:30 in
the morning!”  OOPS!  I guess it was pretty dumb on my part.  The only thing that probably kept me out of trouble is that they’re so used to seeing
us ‘old boys’ walking around the place all the time taking pictures.  They know we’re those military guys, as one student put it, and they mostly
ignore us as we wander around.

As I said this was August of 1997, and I made a note to seek out the Alumni Association that I learned had just a few weeks earlier held a reunion
in Staunton.  I had searched the internet in the past looking for old acquaintances with some measure of success.  I once found a childhood chum
to whom I had not spoken in over 40 years and called him.  ‘Bout gave him a heart attack.  So now, a search for SMA, Mr. Yahoo, if you please!  Wow!
There it was (5), brass band, school motto and a list of members.  A lot of names, but when looking specifically for my years it was sadly barren.  I did
locate one friend from my class, and fired off an E-mail (no more seizures that way).  We went back and forth with several catch-up grams to learn that
we had lived surprisingly parallel lives—down to the fact that we had both revisited SMA for the first time that past summer, and only two weeks
apart at that.  Several years later we did meet up and had fun looking back and finally acknowledge those “pleasant experiences” I had been loath to
admit to, or failed to recognize as such so many years ago.  It helped to share those recollections with someone who can identify with them—who
marched as many miles in your boots, so to speak.  That too, is my purpose, I suppose, in writing this now for the Kablegram where it can be read
by those who can see why, “I’ll never say never again!”

In 1999 I took early retirement and moved to a farm near Clarksville, Virginia.  My wife and I became involved with community theatre and began
to visit Staunton to attend the American Shakespeare Center presentations.

As a result of those visits we have fallen in love with Staunton and revisited the academy grounds any number of times.  In 2004, I decided to
attend a reunion and met up other graduates from my class.  In 2007, I was asked to become the association’s chaplain and now serve on the board
of directors as well.  I look forward to the reunions and am inspired by the VWIL(6) Corps of cadets who carry on much of the traditions of SMA.  For
example, Truth-Duty-Honor has been incorporated into their creed and in parades they carry the SMA flag.  The museum in the old supply room
houses both SMA and VWIL displays.  But most importantly, with the youngest SMA alum being in his mid fifties, it is to these young women to
whom we leave our legacy and trust.

(1) This was originally drafted in 1987 and I am pleased to say the Stonewall Jackson Hotel has been fully restored and serves as the headquarters for
SMAAA Reunions.
(2)Through the efforts of SMAAA a replacement bust has been made and now rests in the alcove.  I believe the City of Staunton has the original and displays
it in a public building.
(3)Subsequently I have learned that the swimming pool is in need of a total renovation and is not used.
(4)The bell is safe and sound and is on display in the SMA/VWIL museum which is housed in the old SMA supply room. Touchingly it is used at each of
the reunions at the memorial wall ceremony.  As the name of each cadet who has passed since the last reunion is read, the bell is rung once.
(5)The web site was the one designed by Mal Kantzler, class of 1965 which is still out there in cyber-space.  (http//silkscape.com/SMA/sma.htm)
(6)Learn more about VWIL at (www.mbc.edu/vwil/)

Bissell Retiring as Commandant of Cadets Continued

selected by the chief of staff of the U.S. Army to be the senior army fellow at Harvard University in 1985. He is a graduate of the U.S. Army
Command and General Staff College and the U.S. Army War College.

Bissell served two combat tours in Vietnam as a helicopter pilot. While in Vietnam, he was nominated for the Congressional Medal of
Honor and received the Distinguished Service Cross. Included among his other awards are the Distinguished Service Medal, the Defense
Superior Service Medal, the Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Bronze Star with V Device, the Air Medal with V Device and 26 Oak Leaf
Clusters, and the Purple Heart. In 2002, he was awarded the Gold Order of Saint Michael by the Army Aviation Association of America and,
most recently, he was inducted into the Army Aviation Hall of Fame for his career contributions to army aviation.  He earned the Parachutist
Badge, the Air Assault Badge, the Ranger Tab, and Master Aviation Wings. Bissell was awarded the Republic of Korea Master Army Aviation
Wings while commander of the Combined Aviation Corps.

Bissell’s command assignments include the Commander of the 17th Aviation Group and Commander of the Joint U.S. Army and Republic
of Korea Army Aviation Corps in Korea. He was the director for army aviation flight training at Fort Rucker, Alabama. In addition, he was
deputy chief of staff and acting chief of staff for the 101st Air Assault Division in Fort Campbell, Kentucky. He was executive officer for the
two directors for operations in the Joint Chiefs of Staff. His last assignment was as executive officer for the Assistant Secretary of the Army.

Bissell and his wife, Jan, have seven children, 16 grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.

The college has begun the search process for the next commandant of cadets. Bissell will continue in his role as commandant, working
with Deputy Commandant Melissa Patrick as the search is conducted and other positions are filled within the VWIL staff. Upon the naming
of his successor, Bissell will become founding commandant emeritus. He plans to continue supporting the work and growth of VWIL while
serving as liaison with Staunton Military Academy alumni, the newly formed VWIL Board of Visitors, and as other critical external constituencies.

Reprinted from MBC/VWIL website.

 

Brig. Gen. Mike Bissell has never been the type of leader to
stand back and give orders.  One of the
joys of his career in the U.S. Army and as
commandant of cadets both at Virginia
Military Institute and the Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership at Mary Baldwin
College has been getting to know people
and hearing what they have to say.

“Talk to your people.  Find out what
they think, how they feel,” Bissell said.
“You’ll learn more about leadership that
way.”

Bissell likes to harken back to when
he was a platoon leader in Alaska in 1962.
In the early morning hours, he’d go out
to where the men were on patrol, just to
chat and sit with them.  “It was so quiet you could hear birds
chirping from far away,” he recalls.  Not only is it a peaceful
memory, but it’s an example of how Bissell has spent his life
trying to lead by being a part of the group, not just as the head.

“They would tell me ‘none of the other commanders talk to
us,’” he said.  “It’s a sad, sad state of affairs when we don’t talk
to each other and learn from each other.”

General Bissell Looks Back on a Long, Fruitful Career
By Megan Williams, The News Leader

General Mike N. Michael Bissell at his desk in VWIL.

It is Bissell’s hope that whoever takes over as commandant
of cadets at Mary Baldwin College will
remember and share in his philosophy
that the best leaders are the ones who
know and care about the people they are
leading.  His advice to his successor:
“Create leaders that care about people.”

Bissell has been the head of the
VWIL – the only all-female cadet corps
in the country – since its inception in
1995.  He will step down following the
hiring of a new commandant this year.
It’s not something Bissell was planning
or wanted to do.  But after suffering a
stroke in mid-April that caused him to
lose his eyesight, he decided he couldn’t

lead anymore.  Although his eyesight has partially returned, it is
unlikely he will ever see the way he did before the stroke.

When asked about his eyes, he replies, “Not worth a damn.”
He also jokes that he’s going to be so bored in retirement without
being able to read, watch TV, play golf.  Losing his eyesight has
been frustrating, Bissell said.  And he worries what his leaving
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life as a cadet - never say neverlife as a cadet - never say neverlife as a cadet - never say neverlife as a cadet - never say neverlife as a cadet - never say never
By Rev. Richard A. Henderson, Class of 1963

Having just attended my fiftieth reunion and prompted by a question posed on the SMA Facebook page, thanks to a member of the class of
1967, I decided to share the experience of my first return to “The Hill” with the Kablegram - Leader.

It was graduation day 1963, and as I watched the Blue Ridge Mountains growing smaller in the rear view mirror, I vowed never to return… never
to return to Staunton, never!  The words and the feeling seemed genuine at the time and, in fact, added punctuation to the chorus of graduates
celebrating their freedom.  My mother (now 97) remembers it well, “You were unwilling to acknowledge any pleasant experiences while at SMA and
would only say how happy you were that it was done.”  Well, I must have meant it, because I did not return until August of 1997, some 34 years later.

I had never made any effort to visit Staunton, although my parents lived in Falls Church, Virginia for five years in the late 70’s.  Oh, I did keep in
touch with my roommates for a while, but eventually we drifted apart, absorbed in our own lives, careers, and families.  Did I ever look back?  Sure,
many times, and fondly I must admit.  On occasion, I would run into or read about an SMA alum (John Dean for example), and that would send me
looking for my Shrapnels to see if there was a connection to any of my years as a cadet.

Once, in the early seventies, I sent for a catalog after seeing an ad in the Sunday magazine section of the local paper.  It was then that I came to
sense SMA’s financial straits for I began to receive a blizzard of follow-up material inviting me and my son to come see the school.  I finally wrote back,
saying (truthfully) that my son was only four.  I was careful not mention that I was graduate, as that might have invited solicitations of another kind.

Then in 1997, as a new chapter in my life was about to begin; retirement was just ahead and we had begun our search for a suitable locale.  That
summer we planned a swing through North Carolina and Tennessee with the return via Virginia and West Virginia.  This route took us so close to
Staunton that it could not be ignored.  So we planned an overnight stop in Staunton with the intent of going north on Skyline Drive to Luray Caverns;
a fitting end to a trip filled with exploration.

At the time, I had no expectations that any trace of the school would remain.  I was well aware that SMA had ceased operations in the 1970’s, a victim of
the economy and the anti-military sentiments so prevalent then.  Would we encounter a housing project or had some other enterprise taken over the property?

My wife drove as we neared Staunton, and I was sitting shotgun, armed with a video camera and babbling expectantly as we rounded each turn,
passing Woodrow Wilson’s birthplace and Mary Baldwin College on our left.  Another left turn and behold!  Just ahead was Wieland Gate!  Still
there?  What, I wondered lay beyond as we crossed that portal into the past.

“1913 Mess Hall,” my wife announced!  What?  Was it all still there?  Sure enough, there before us stood the administration building and Mess
Hall.  Then, to my left as we cleared the gate, was the Superintendent’s home.  But reality started to set in, as further on the left, in the distance, loomed
Mary Baldwin College, once shrouded behind South Barracks.  As we drove toward the terraced parking lot that replaced it, it became clear that
South, which had been my home-away-from-home so many years ago, was now but a memory.  It had stood as a fortress, resplendent with its cadet
rooms, guard house, classrooms, barbershop and study hall.  Surprise returned as I glanced up at “The Hill” and saw not only the flag pole, but the
WWI memorial and cannon, as well.  What was this place?

By now I was out of the car and video-taping the landscape.  When I turned back toward the asphalt, a strange new building came into view.  It
was then that I learned that the SMA properties were now all part of the Mary Baldwin campus.  Then completing my 360 on the “asphalt,” I noticed
that North Barracks was also conspicuous by its absence.  South gone?  Well, I had expected that, but what had become of North with its library, post
office, classrooms, gymnasium, armory and galleries of rooms?  Nothing stood in its place, save for its skeletal foundation.

What had been its fate?  Had it succumbed to a fire or some natural disaster?  Surely, it was a usable structure.
As a resident of South Barracks, all the other buildings had, by comparison, seemed very modern and functional; perhaps it was just that South

and even North spoke too strongly of masculinity for fair college women.  (At this point I knew nothing of VWIL and its ROTC cadet corps.(6) )
It was beginning to rain, so I returned to the car and we drove past Kable Hall and Deming Hall on our way to the parade grounds.  (Deming

Hall? That just didn’t sound right!)  There were more gate posts still proclaiming “SMA.”  The rain came down harder so we left “The Hill.”  We
would check into the Samson-Eagleton Inn, a fine Bed & Breakfast on the corner of Beverly and Coulter, (Today it is once more a private residence)
and get settled before resuming the “investigation.”

Our host at the B&B was able to provide some details about the purchase of the property by Mary Baldwin College, and an interesting story
about the destruction of South Barracks involving a collapsed stairway.  However, they had no information on the demise of North Barracks or what
the previous name of “Deming Hall” had been (Memorial Hall!, as I would remember, much later.)

After getting settled and since the rain had stopped, off we went for a walk into town in search of a place to have dinner.  In keeping with the
theme of reliving my past experiences, I had suggested dining at the Colonnade Room of the Stonewall Jackson Hotel, where, shunning the Mess
Hall, I had taken many a Friday-night meal.  But, we were told it had closed (1), and the old C&O Railroad Station was suggested as an alternative.
At about the same time that the military was falling out of favor, rail travel had also declined leaving only Amtrak in the passenger business.  The train
station was now a trendy restaurant filled with any number of nostalgia items and boasted a decent bill of fare.  (At present that restaurant is no
longer operating, but only a few yards further down the tracks is another called The Depot.  That restaurant is housed in the old C&O Freight
Shed and has very good food.)

Following our meal, we began to wander the streets looking for places familiar to me; movie theaters, two of them.  I must have seen every movie
that ever came to town in those years.  To this day, I am almost unbeatable at early 60’s movie trivia.

Alas, as we continued down the quiet streets, not much else sparked the nostalgia rush I had experienced earlier.  Perhaps the years had not been
kind to the town; certainly the Stonewall Jackson had seen hard times.  Or perhaps the years have taken their toll on my memory as well.  We passed
a small news stand/soda fountain which looked as though it was unchanged from the fifties.  But if I spent either time or money there, I cannot recall.
Evening was descending upon us and we had been on the road for most of the day, so we decided to save going back up to “The Hill” for the
morning, just before leaving for Skyline Drive and Luray Caverns.

Being an early riser, I set out on my own to video-tape what’s left of the academy; leaving my bride to catch a few extra but well deserved zzz’s.
Back on the asphalt, I found the supply room still under the asphalt and could see the laundry building behind Kable Hall.  Major Howie’s alcove was
still a part of Kable, but the bust was gone.  This is another mystery to be explored at some future time (2).  Kable is still being used as a dormitory
and I guessed the swimming pool still sees service but what of the rifle range, what’s become of that (3) ?

Mary Baldwin will do to VWIL, or, on the other hand, what
staying on will do, given that he is mostly blind.

Prior to his work at Mary Baldwin, Bissell was the
commandant of cadets at Virginia Military Institute,
which he graduated from in 1961.

He was commissioned into the U.S. Army as an
infantryman and then later as an aviator.  Bissell served
two combat tours in Vietnam as a helicopter pilot.  He
also served two tours in Korea and three in Germany.

While in Vietnam, he was nominated for the Medal
of Honor and received the Distinguished Service Cross,
the nation’s second-highest award for bravery.  His
awards are extensive and include a Purple Heart and
induction to the Army Aviation Hall of Fame.

Bissell remembers his first day at Mary Baldwin,
vividly.  “It was scary,” he said with a laugh.  After
spending his life leading men in the Army and at VMI,
suddenly training women seemed a foreign order.
Getting to know the cadets year after year and seeing the things
they’ve accomplished since graduating has been the highlight
of Bissell’s time at Mary Baldwin, he said.  “Some of these women
I would have taken them anywhere with me, trusted them with
any mission,” he said.  “They’re professionals, through and
through.”

Mary Baldwin president Pamela Fox did not immediately
accept Bissell’s resignation.  She told him that the program he
helped establish and nurture still needed him, at least until a new

General Bissell Looks Back on a Long, Fruitful Career
By Megan Williams, The News Leader

Cadet Bissell in 1961

commandant could be found.  Bissell, with the support of Fox
and Mary Baldwin staff and students, launched a campaign this

year called VWIL 200, with a goal of increasing the
corps’ enrollment by almost 100 percent and forming a
board of advisers to guide the program’s growth.  “We
honor and thank General Bissell for being an enduring
exemplar of leadership and service,” Fox wrote in a
letter to the Mary Baldwin community.  She went on to
say that Bissell will be named founding commandant
emeritus upon the appointment of a new commandant.
“We need and value General Bissell’s ongoing wisdom
and guidance,” Fox said.

Bissell said that even though this is the end for
him at Mary Baldwin, he’ll take a lifetime of memories
with him.  Most are good, but some are challenging,
like finding out that former cadet Sarah Small had been
killed during an exercise in Egypt in 2005.

What these girls have done for VWIL and Mary Baldwin is
amazing,” he said.  But there is a time to move on, and Bissell
said this is his.  “There is no sense hanging around,” he said.  “I
can’t be commandant, if I can’t see.”

Although leaving Mary Baldwin will give him more time to
spend with his wife, Jan, his seven children, and 17 grandchildren,
leaving Mary Baldwin and VWIL will be tough. “It’s part of my
blood,” he said.

Printed in The News Leader on June 13, 2013.

Brig. Gen. Mike Bissell has had a long career
in the military and as a commandant of cadets.  He
has seen a lot, done a lot, and could tell stories for
days.  However, there is one story he has shared
only with three or four people in 45 years, and for
which he won the Distinguished Service Cross,
the nation’s second-highest award for bravery.

Bissell doesn’t talk about it, because that’s
how he’s dealt with the memory of being shot in
Vietnam and losing a comrade.

The memory still haunts him at night, and
he has agonized since it happened about whether
he did the right thing or not; whether he was responsible for a
man’s death.

Haunted by what happened 45 years ago, General Bissell shares his story.
By Megan Williams, Newsleader.com

Brig. General Mike Bissell served two combat tours in Vietnam as a helicopter pilot.  He also served two tours in Korea and three in
Germany.  While in Vietnam, he was nominated for the Medal of Honor and received the Distinguished Service Cross, the nation’s
second highest award for bravery.

But with his retirement imminent, Bissell
decided it’s time for the story to be told, for better
or worse.  Even his seven children and 17
grandchildren know nothing about the event that
Bissell will carry with him for the rest of his life.

In 1968 in Vietnam, Bissell was a helicopter
pilot and volunteered to fly into a combat zone
to retrieve an American soldier whose leg had
been blown off.  He was flying with a crew of
four other men.

It wasn’t an easy task.  Each time they tried
to land to pick up the injured man, the helicopter

took on machine gun fire.  It took three attempts to grab the man

Mike Bissell in Vietnam in the late ‘60s
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VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..Continued on page 23

II A GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION HAS BEEN SET AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

The Legacy Fund Project Committee has set a Goal to raise $1.5 Million in order to provide the necessary principal
(invested) amount of money to yield a return sufficient to carry out its mission as stated above. Given an alumni base of 2,000 the
committee feels confident we can reach our goal of $1.5 million by the end of 2015.

More detail on this will be forth-coming in future Kablegram-Leader stories and a direct mailer coming your way soon.

III The Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association Partners with Harris Connect to Produce a New
SMA Alumni Directory

SMA Old Boys change emails, jobs and locations so often that it is hard for our alumni association to keep up with
everyone. As a result, your alumni association has contracted with Harris Connect, a leading publisher of alumni directories
throughout the U.S., to update contact information on all of our alumni around the world so that they can keep up-to-date on
alumni news, activities and future reunions. Harris Connect will also help produce a beautiful hardcover and softcover publication
that will allow SMA alumni to find their old school buddies for personal reconnecting and professional networking.

Simultaneously with this effort with Harris Connect, several SMA alumni, led by Ed Smith, SMA ’76, from the last four
decades will be reaching out to members of their class by phone, email, Facebook, and/or snail mail to help with verification of
contact information and re-building of their class year data base.

IV NEW SMAAA FUNDING BINS CREATED AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

At the present time there are over 15 “funding bins” or ways for you to contribute to your association and its
beneficiaries. The SMAAA and Legacy Fund Committee believe this is cumbersome, confusing and difficult to explain. In an effort
to simply the ways you can give and help your association fulfill its Vision and Mission Statement we are in the process of
“collapsing” or consolidating these various 15+ funding bins into two bins: 1) SMAAA MEMBERSHIP FUND, and the 2) SMAAA
FOUNDATION LEGACY FUND. Within the Legacy Fund donation choices include the Heritage Fund and the Truth, Duty and
Honor Honoree Fund (scholarships and program support). You will be hearing more about this through future Kablegram-Leader
stories and a direct mail coming your way soon.

V ACCOUNTING UPDATES

Our Treasure, Tom Davis, has completed a transformation of our  alumni association accounting so that at the end of each
month and for our annual reunion meeting we have clear, conscience and easy to understand accounting reports. Our intension is
to share all of this with you at our March 2014 Reunion.

VI INVESTMENT ADVISOR APPOINTED BY SMAAA BOARD

Sid Huguenin, SMA ’73, with Morgan Stanley has been selected by the SMAAA Board to provide investment services
for the SMA Foundation Legacy Fund.

VII NEXT MEETING OF SMAAA LEGACY FUND PROJECT COMMITTEE SET

In an effort to continue to move things along the SMAAA Legacy Fund Project Committee will be again next month in
Staunton with the specific goals of:

1. Write a Sales and Marketing Plan to pursue fund raising efforts
2. Identify and organize a Fund Raising Sub Committee
3. Review marketing materials to assist in fund raising efforts

If anyone has any questions or wants to help please contact me directly:

Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net
713-819-1980

and haul him into the helicopter.  The second time, Bissell was grazed in the neck by a bullet and the helicopter was hit 26 times.
On the last attempt, Bissell’s door gunner was able to pull the man into the craft, but unbeknownst to Bissell at the time, was shot a number of

times in the face and fell out of the helicopter.
After getting the injured man to safety – he lived and is still alive today – Bissell decided to go back for his door gunner.  On the way in, the got

a call that the 24-year-old man was dead, and there was no need to come back, they would retrieve his body after the area had been secured.
“I was so embarrassed for the first two years by what I did,” he said quietly in his office at Marry Baldwin College.  “I’ve worried my whole life

that I made the wrong judgment call.”
Bissell had flown with the door gunner for a year.  He said he will always remember the young man’s smile, how he always talked about his family.

Every day he would say “Good morning, sir” and throw his helmet to Bissell to catch.  “That’s the last memory I have of him,” he said.  “It was
probably his last memory of me.”

It was two years later when Bissell found out he had been nominated for the Medal of Honor and had received the Distinguished Service Cross
for what happened.  It didn’t make him feel any better, or any less guilty, though.  “It made me wonder even more, did I do the right thing?” Bissell said.
“That’s no hero crap.  That’s what you do in the heat of battle.”

He wonders about his decision to take his crew into a combat zone, risking all of their lives.  He wonders about leaving his door gunner behind
to save another man, even though he didn’t know immediately what had happened.  “I lay awake at night and wonder “Am I God? Who am I to save
this man and leave the other?’” Bissell said.  “Did I kill a person?”

It’s a question Bissell has carried with him for 45 years and never found the answer to or closure from what happened.  He was denied access
to family information for the door gunner, which was a common practice at the time.  “I would like to have said something to his family,” he said.

Bissell hasn’t said much to anyone about what happened, with the exception of his wife, who along with alumni friends from VMI encouraged
him to share the story, despite his internal struggle over the choices he made.

“Those are the horrors of war,” he said.  “You’re told to do something; so do it.  You’re told to shoot.” “It’s what you live with for the rest
of your life,” Bissell said.  “What did I do?

Originally published in The Newsleader.com on June 12, 2013.

Haunted by what happened 45 years ago, General Bissell shares his story.(continued)

VWIL REPORT: SEPTEMBER 2013

The class of 2017 was inducted into the Corps over the past Labor Day weekend. A total of 32 nULLs were inducted on
1 September 2013.

The nULLS have completed Wilderness and Cadre Week prior to their induction to the Corps of Cadets. Wilderness includes a series of
outdoor activities, including; camping, mountain biking, zip lining and other team building activities. Cadre week is the nULLs’ introduction into
the Corps, which includes; drill and ceremony, formations, learning upper classmen, rifle manual, rules and regulations of the college and corps.

Below are some photos of the cadets during their first few weeks at MBC.

Note: Please see the slideshow of the induction parade from the local paper, the newsleader.com: http://www.newsleader.com/VideoNetwork/2642757568001/

SLIDESHOW-VWIL-s-nULL-Induction-Parade&odyssey=mod%7Cvideo?nclick_check=1

Wilderness and Cadre Week The Rock Meet your cadre! On a nice foggy morning
 the nULLs met the upper class women



—6 — —23 —

VWIL        NEWS

SMA Alumni Association Legacy Fund Project Committee

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association Partners
with Harris Connect to Produce Alumni Publication

 
SMA Old Boys change emails, jobs, and locations so often that it is hard for our alumni association to keep up with

everyone. As a result, your alumni association has contracted with Harris Connect, a leading publisher of alumni directories
throughout the US, to update contact information on all of our alumni around the world so that they can keep up-to-date on alumni
news, activities and future reunions. Harris Connect will also help produce a beautiful hardcover publication that will allow SMA
alumni to find their old school buddies for personal reconnecting and professional networking.

The easiest and fastest way to track down a school friend is through this Alumni Today publication, as it will include the
most up-to-date contact information, including current job title and employer, on as many alumni as possible. The publication will
feature an introduction with full color pictures and memories from your days at SMA, prominent SMA personas and a history of
the school. There will also be a ”Through the Years” section organized by decade with photos and captions submitted by the alumni
and a class year/biographical section with narratives from alumni

All SMA grads will be contacted - by phone, email and mail - over the next few months to verify and update their contact
and career information.  Please help you alumni association by responding the Harris Connect! 

 
Thanks
 
Peter Birckhead, 73

Truth, Duty, Honor

By Peter Birckhead ‘73

As many of you know from reading the May 2013 issue of the Kablegram-Leader, the SMAAA has established the
Legacy Fund Project Committee.  As Chair of the Committee, I mentioned in the May story that I would provide routine
updates on the progress of our committee with every issue of the Kablegram-Leader. Since this past May the following has
been accomplished by the committee and your association board:

I MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS AND CORE VALUES OF THE SMAAA LEGACY FUND
PROJECT COMMITTEE HAVE BEEN DEFINED AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED.

Vision Statement.

The vision of the SMA Legacy Fund is to preserve in perpetuity the legacy of

Staunton Military Academy, its core values of “Truth, Duty and Honor” and its heritage.

Mission Statement.

The mission of the SMA Legacy Fund is to support its vision through the Staunton Military Academy Alumni
Association and by supporting scholarship recipients or organizations, such as the Virginia Women’s Institute for
Leadership (VWIL) Program, which exhibit the core values of “Truth, Duty, and Honor”.

Our Core Values

Truth – we are committed to always be honest to ourselves and others.

Duty – we are committed to fulfilling obligations with the highest degree of integrity.

Honor – we are committed to exhibiting respect and dignity to ourselves and others.-

Continued from page 7

The cadets were busy over the past summer with many different activities. We are proud of the accomplishments of the cadets and are
excited to see opportunities available to cadets continuing to grow and be taken advantage of by so many worthy cadets.
Airborne.  Cadet Kimberly Denny completed US Army Airborne School at Fort Benning, Georgia. Three weeks of very hard training to earn
Parachutist wings.

Three VWIL cadets were selected for the highly competitive Cultural Understanding & Language Program. The program
sends ROTC cadets to selected countries for 3 weeks to promote multi-lingulism and cultural understanding in the officer
corps. Tatiana Western went to Lithuania, Nhi Nguyen went to Korea, and Jazmyne Williamson went to Romania. VWIL is
proud that 3 of our cadets were selected for this incredible opportunity.

Cadet Sergeant Major Tisha Wilkerson
ready to go to summer training (Air Force)

Cadet Sergeant Jade Baker prepares to
depart  for summer training (Air Force)

Cadet Denny at Fort Benning, Georgia
Cadet Denny earning her parachutist wings

Cadet Williamson in RomaniaCadet Western in Lithuania

Cadet Western on the radio Cadet Western in the deep forest

Two VWIL cadets, Anabel
Montano and Alessandra
Gonzalez-Rivera got to travel
to the Republic of Korea for
Cadet Troop Leader Training.
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Remembering Col. Dennis Case

By Tom Phillips, SMA ‘74

Gentleness. Calm. Assuredness.

As I listened to The Rev. Dr. Paul S. Nancarrow, rector of Trinity Episcopal Church deliver the homily at the memorial
service for Dennis Grayson Case — on a beautiful Saturday in June in the Shenandoah Valley, sitting close to where I
sat almost 40 years ago at my baccalaureate service — I was taken by those words. In three words Dr. Nancarrow, who
was brought to Trinity by a search committee headed by Dennis Case, had captured the essence of the man so many of
us knew when we were cadets, just boys transitioning to manhood.

Dennis Case was the epitome of a Southern Gentleman; indeed, he was a Virginia Gentleman, born in Henry County
on November 21, 1933, educated at Roanoke College and earning his master’s degree at Madison College. He was a life-
long Virginia resident and educator, and he died at his Staunton home on June 9, 2013. He was 79 years of age.

Dennis Case was known to many Old Boys by various ranks, but I will refer to him as Col. Case, as that was his rank
my senior year when he had assumed the SMA Headmaster’s position. Later, after SMA closed, Col. Case spent two
decades as the assistant principal at Riverheads High School just south of Staunton.

All of us Old Boys rightly stake a claim to memories of Col. Case. For me, the most recent occurred on the Thursday
night before the official start of the 2013 reunion in March, when a group of us met for supper at the Mill Street Grill, an event that has become
somewhat of a tradition (thanks to Jay Nedry ’69 for starting it). I was fortunate enough to sit across the table from Col. Case, and enjoyed a wonderful
evening as a result. His humor, ever present, showed itself early when our cocktails arrived and he said he hoped for a “generous pour.” Col. Case
enjoyed his bourbon, a fact that did not go unmentioned at his memorial service I might add, and many enjoyed a good laugh as a result.

As a cadet, I never had the good fortune of taking an English class from Col. Case. But he did advise me when I signed up for courses my senior
year. In retrospect, I wish I had listened a bit more intently and heeded his advice.

In all my encounters with Col. Case, whether as a cadet, at reunions or visiting with him when he was at Riverheads, he was calm and at ease; he
always had (or took) the time to talk, he was always gentle, and his words always came across with a quiet confidence that indicated he “knew whereof
he spoke.”

I wish all of the Old Boys could have heard Col. Robert Wease’s daughter, Allyson Wease Watkins, deliver her remembrance of Col. Case at the
memorial service. For, as Dr. Nancarrow captured his essence, she captured his spirit. For those of you who recall the Wease Government class testing
hierarchy, Allyson earned an “A+ at a command performance.”

Gentleness. Calm. Assuredness.
Words to live by.
Words by which to be remembered.

So it was and is with Col. Case.

Post Script:  Col. Case was one of the treasures of Staunton Military Academy, and like our school we have lost him to the ages. His passing was a
clarion call to me – that time passes all too quickly and we are never to take anything for granted. So, my friends, plan to attend the reunion next March
– come celebrate the life of Dennis Case, spend time with the former SMA faculty and staff who are kind enough to join us, and reconnect with your
fellow Old Boys.

Col. Dennis Case in 1966

briefly
Question from the SMAAA Historian, Greg Robertson, SMA ‘70

Recently, Greg received an email from a former cadet, Jack Haught. It concerned the question of who holds the honor of being
the youngest member of our illustrious group. Jack, who entered SMA in September of 1975 when he was only eleven, is currently
laying claim to that title as he just turned 49.

If anyone else can lay claim to being younger, please email Greg at smahistory@hotmail.com.  He’d love to hear from someone
that attended the Academy the year that it operated in Hampton (1977-78) or even someone from the summer program that operated
in Staunton in the late 1980’s.

We will let everyone know the results in a later column. Thanks!

Deadline for the December Kablegram-Leader (Winter Issue)
Currently, we plan to publish the winter issue of the Kablegram-Leader in December.  Once again, this will be an online issue; so

we will not print and mail you a copy UNLESS you request it from the SMA Alumni Association!  The deadline for articles is
November 15th.  And as usual, we really need pictures!

VWIL Midshipman Leyton
had the great opportunity to go
to sea on an aircraft carrier in
the Persian Gulf. VWIL is very
proud of the expansion of the
Navy program and the
extraordinary success of our
midshipmen.

VWIL Army cadets went to
the Leader Development and
Assessment Course at Fort
Lewis this summer to learn the
basics of Army officer training.
Congratulat ions to Cadets
Campbell, Gonzalez-Rivera,
Limerick, and Montano. Great
job at LDAC

Congratulations to our VWIL cadets who spent the summer at Basic
Training and Advanced Individual Training for the Army. Cadets Baldwin,
Dullahan, Munn, Seekins, Wenthe, Stalls, and Grays completed Basic Training
for the National Guard or Army Reserve. Cadets Carolyn Denny and
Kimberley Denny completed AIT at Fort Leanord Wood.

Midshipman Leyton with friends in the Persian Gulf

Cadet Campbell practices troop insertion
via rubber boats

Long way down

HAZMAT Training at Fort Lewis

Basic Training for National Guard or Army  Reserve

Cadet Carolyn Denny completes Advanced Infantry
Training at Fort Leonard Wood
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In addition to military training opportunities, VWIL cadets had many opportunities to learn and develop skills
through summer study abroad and internships. We are excited for Cadet Ally Beall who was selected for the prestigious
summer abroad program at Oxford University in England. Cadet Jordan Berg had a great summer interning with the local
police department and Cadet Emily Carroll completed her summer with an internship on Capitol Hill. Meagan Barron spent
the summer using her leadership skills acquired at VWIL as a counselor at Culver Military Academy.

VWIL Activities 2013-14

FALL SEMESTER
Subject to change.

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION
5 Oct 4 p.m. Family Weekend Parade PAC Field
18-21 Oct Fall Break
18-20 Oct Fall FTX VMI
8-9 Nov VWIL Overnight
9 Nov 11 a.m. Virginia’s Veterans Parade Roanoke, VA
9 Nov 11 a.m. Staunton Veterans Parade Staunton, VA
15 Nov TBA Junior Dads Honor Ceremony Kable Courtyard
16 Nov TBA Junior Dads
22-23 Nov VWIL Board of Visitors Meeting
27 Nov – 1 Dec Thanksgiving Break
2 Dec 7 p.m. Staunton Christmas Parade Downtown Staunton
6 Dec 6:30 p.m. Lexington Christmas Parade Lexington, VA

17 Dec Christmas Break Begins
 
Note to Alumni: The Commandants Advisory Board is looking for any alumni that would like to serve as a advisor
for their class and we are looking for a secretary for the alumni group. If you are interested please contact Amanda
Lancaster, 03 at Amandamichellelancaster@gmail.com

VWIL        NEWS

Cadet Beall cannot make him smileCadet Beall takes time off classes at Oxford
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A.J. “Tim” Rodenberg, SMA ’70, wins three Gold Medals
Continued from page 2
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“I would have to say it is the most physically demanding thing I have ever undertaken,
particularly because of the heavy weights involved for someone my age,” Rodenberg
said. “I was in the Marines for five years when I was a bit younger, and that too was
physically challenging, but more so in a general sense.”  Rodenberg said powerlifting
involves the brain as well as brawn.  “Although I have a trainer, powerlifting is not a team
sport,” Rodenberg said.  “When it’s time to compete and lift the weights, you are on your
own, and like any other competition there is an adrenaline rush and stress involved.”

Rodenberg said law-enforcement officers would do well to take up powerlifting.
“Any type of physical fitness training is something that can help law enforcement officers
perform their duties more effectively and can enhance their personal safety.” Rodenberg
said he will continue to powerlift so long as he is able.  “I plan to compete again next year

in June when the games will be held here in Clermont County.”  “Tony, my trainer, and I have tentatively set a combined push-pull

total of 550 pounds as something that should be within my capacity to attain.”

SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

Sheriff A.J. Rodenberg winning
the dead-lifting competition.

Tribute to “Ma” Sproul
By Kevin Gorman, SMA ‘70

Margaret Pratt Sproul (affectionately known as “Ma Sproul”) passed away on Saturday, Feb. 2, 2013. She was born in
Kenilworth, England, in 1920.  She was married to Major General Archibald Sproul, who passed away in 2005. Her son Arch Jr.
(Sandy) was our SMA corps adjutant 1969-1970.

The Sproul family has always been proud supporters of our alma mater.  As many cadets circa 66-70 may remember, Major
General Sproul presided as our guest of honor over many a parade and military school events.  In WWII, he was the brigade
adjutant in the brigade that included Major Howie’s battalion at Normandy. Ma, the General, and their children (Sugie, Arch Jr.,
and Mitzi) took many of us into their home and literally treated us as if we were their own kids. They generously opened their
home, and their refrigerator to us. One Friday night in the fall of ’69 before the annual Augusta Military Academy (AMA) game,
Ma and the General loaded the station wagon with their extended SMA Cadet family, and conducted a surprise attack on the
AMA fortress.  There were no casualties; however the station wagon did suffer a few dents, but plenty of TP and eggs rained
upon our military school foes in fulfillment of desires of rivalry spirit.  Ma taught us to play bridge, served us occasional formal
dinners, thus providing us an atmosphere where we could practice our gentlemanly etiquette.  Most of all her demeanor was
graciously kind and open. We were even allowed to sneak our dates over to watch TV, etc. … Those of us who knew her,
know how very much she and her family brightened our adolescent lives.  Words cannot describe this family’s generosity,
especially their matriarch “Ma.”  Part of her obit read:  “Mrs. Sproul was an avid gardener and loved to entertain - her parties
were legendary.”  No doubt she is preparing for our eventual reunion.

Most respectfully yours Ma, “the 7.”

Mrs. “Ma” Sproul being honored at her 90th birthday!
(Thank you General Bissell for graciously providing the

VWIL Color Guard to honor her at this event!)

Rick Edwards SMA ’70, Arch Sproul Jr. SMA ’70,
Mrs. “Ma” Sproul, Kevin Gorman SMA ‘70.

Picture was taken at 2010 reunion and luncheon
honoring Mrs. “Ma” Sproul.
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................... $5.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00
_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $10.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(3)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold .................. $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

$____________
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$____________

$____________
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$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________Total:

CADET STOREreflections from the hill
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Reflections from the Hill
 

We are half way to our next all class reunion and finalizing a great
weekend of events for us all. I especially look forward to my class of ‘74
to see as many as can come. The class of ‘73 did really well last year; so
all of you ‘74 grads get off your tails and get to Staunton at the end of
March. The classes of ‘69 and ‘64 have big years coming up also; so get
your fellow classmates motivated to come and enjoy the weekend with all
of their long lost buddies. If you have any reservations about coming, just
ask some of the guys that have already been back. Everyone has a great
time seeing their old classmates and reliving some of the old stories one
more time.

While I have your attention, please “pay your annual dues” and don’t
forget to think about donating a little more to the cause to keep all of our
history and legacy alive. I also wanted to thank all of you that have already
donated monies to the legacy fund. It is our future, and from the small
amounts to the very large donations from some of you, it makes our future
happen.

Thank all of you that come back year after year. I look forward to
seeing you guys in March, and make sure everyone calls at least one of
your old class mates that haven’t been back yet. They will love it.

See you in March 2014!

Best Regards
 
Bill Bissett
 
President
SMAAA
 

Please, pay your dues!
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Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.
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      If you are paying for multiple years, please indicate below which years (past/present/future).

SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.     (payable to: SMA Foundation, Inc.)
•  SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt): $___________
      The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions, and
alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity.  Your donation helps the alumni association maintain
the alumni office, memorial wall, archives, web site and quarterly newsletter.  Your contributions
are tax deductible.

•  TTTTTruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Duty, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt): $___________
       The purpose of the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund is to support entities such as the Virginia
  Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Program at Mary Baldwin College (MBC) that  exemplify
the core values of Truth, Duty, and Honor (TDH) through educational scholarships  and program
support.  Your contributions are tax deductible.
     Note. If you are contributing to the TDH Fund, please indicate the breakdown of your  contribution.

 Educational Scholarships: $___________
 Program Support: $___________

Total:  $___________
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A.J. “Tim” Rodenberg, SMA ’70, wins three Gold Medals

Clermont County Sheriff A.J. ‘Tim’ Rodenberg, center, shared two of the three gold medals
he won June 14 at a powerlifting competition with two of his deputies who helped him prepare.

Chris Stratton is at left and Tony Dufresne is at right.

Clermont County Sheriff A.J. “Tim” Rodenberg Jr. (SMA ’70) likes to say
he’s “64 years young.”  But now that he’s won three gold medals in a powerlifting
contest, he’s taken to pointing out that he was the second-oldest competitor in
the trials.

Rodenberg took top honors in his age and weight division for bench pressing,
deadlifting, and push-pulling (combined total for bench press and deadlifting) at
the Ohio Police and Fire Games in Oberlin June 14.  Rodenberg has served as
sheriff of Clermont County for more than 16 years.  He was an assistant Clermont
County prosecutor for 10 years before that.

“After having what I consider to be success at the games in Oberlin this year,
I can truly say I felt a sense of accomplishment and satisfaction that I have not
experienced in recent years,” Rodenberg said.  “I have described it as feeling
like a boy on Christmas morning and the same sensation I had when I was in the
Marine Corps and landed a jet on an aircraft carrier for the first time.”

Rodenberg has been powerlifting for less than a year.  He credits two of his
deputies for getting him involved in the sport and for encouraging his continued
efforts. “The process started out as a general fitness/toning routine, but as it
progressed my trainer, one of my
deputies, Tony Dufresne, suggested I
train to compete in the Ohio Police and

Fire Games in the powerlifting events,” Rodenberg said.  “He has over two decades
of experience in powerlifting and body building, and is a seasoned personal trainer
with his wife Jill.  “Tony encouraged and pushed me to do my best which was a key

factor in my success at the games,” Rodenberg said.
“Another one of my deputies, Chris Stratton, accompanied me to the games

and provided expertise and encouragement during my competition.”
Dufresne said he couldn’t be any happier with Rodenberg’s performance in

Oberlin. “He has only been training about eight months for the meet and improved
every workout,” Dufresne said.  “Sheriff Rodenberg exceeded our expectations for
this meet by 20 pounds, and that was with me being conservative on picking the
weight on each of his lifts. The sheriff has a quote that is heavily used at his office,
Leadership by example,” Dufresne said.  “I had no doubt that he would live up to
that.  It was very obvious that he had inspired many of the other competitors at the
meet and his example will influence many others”.  Rodenberg has been training with
Dufresne once or twice a week.
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