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The Ring
By Jim Littlefield of the Post Road Review, East Lime, Connecticut

The general tendency in this hectic, dangerous, and fast-paced world is for a person to look out and around as they measure their
chances of success (survival?).  “Where are the opportunities, where are the dangers?” we often ask ourselves.  To be successful in
archaeology, however, a different approach is needed.  Gravity deposits objects in and on the ground which requires one to look down
in order to succeed.  Practicing this unnatural technique a few years back, local resident Larry Butterfield made a truly remarkable
discovery.

Whether it was out of boredom or curiosity, Mr. Butterfield found himself that day pawing the ground while awaiting the start of the
East Lime Marathon.  He and Bob Hartley had been assigned a water station for the local Lions Club, when Larry noticed he had

disturbed something with the toe of his shoe.  At first, he thought it to be a pop-top,
an aluminum ring to a soda or beer can, but as he continued to probe, he soon
found himself in possession of a heavy silver ring.  Brushing it off, he noticed a
quite worn oval emblem on the ring’s face with the words “Staunton Military
Academy” paraded about the periphery.  An American eagle adorned each side
of the object with one eagle perched on the initials “SMA” and the other of the
date “1860”.  The object showed considerable wear, particularly at the bottom of
the loop and was slightly out of round as if subjected to blunt force trauma at
some time during its unknown past.  This was an object Larry Butterfield rightly
believed begged investigation!

The ring was discovered in a local school yard near the old Boston Post
Road within ten feet or so of a sign currently designating Flanders Elementary
School.  As a long time educator and
principal of Lillie B. Haynes
Elementary School at the time, Mr.
Butterfield was no stranger to
research and eagerly embraced the

task at hand.  He soon discovered that ring had begun its long journey to East Lyme from
faraway Staunton, Virginia.

Located in the Shenandoah Valley, historians may well remember that town to have
been home to the 28th president of the United States, Woodrow Wilson, but it was also
home to a quite famous southern military academy.  That fact, plus a date of 1860 would
definitely set a mind to wondering.  A confederate soldier during Civil War, perhaps, lying
dead on the battlefield and relieved of valuables by a triumphant Yankee… not an uncommon
practice for either side.  Fast forward… that same ring, now in possession of that same
federal soldier home from the war, falls from his pocket or haversack as he marches down
the main thoroughfare or bivouacs in the local area.  That scenario appeared at the time to
be both logical and possible!

In a recent interview, Mr. Butterfield spoke of his experiences in the aftermath of his
find.  “The Staunton Military Academy I found was one of the most distinguished military
academies in America and was in service as such from 1860-1976.  I found that despite the
fact that the academy is now closed, it does have an alumni association and a museum
which is maintained by college students from the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership
of Mary Baldwin College which has taken over the campus.  I contacted the secretary of
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................... $7.00
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield) ....................... $7.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat sheild patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $17.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $17.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(3)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $10.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold ................ $10.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ADS (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corp of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ......................... $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.
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CADET STOREreflections from the hill

Hello, my fellow alums. We are
at the halfway point between reunions
and moving quickly toward March
2013. I hope all of you are making
arrangements to meet back on the hill
this coming spring.

If you couldn’t make it last
spring, you missed a good one. The
weather was perfect, and the new
schedule (holding the parade on

Saturday) worked out well for all. For those of you still contemplating
whether you are going to make it next year or not, just do it. You will
have a great time and come back home with more great experiences
and stories from the hill. The classes of 1973, 1963 , and 1953 are
coming up on their 40th , 50th , and 60th reunions; so all of you from
those years get off your butts, and make your reservations now. Your
class mates will be waiting.

To the diehards I see every year (like “Herk” Wolf), I look
forward to seeing you again next spring. All of you from the class of
‘73 know me and my brother, George, pretty well. I would hope all of
you can make it back and meet us at the bar for a C.O.

The business part of our organization is moving right along.
The Legacy Fund is over six figures and still growing. Thank you to all
the alumni and families that have generously donated. We have a ways
to go to meet our goal of $500,000, but we are getting up a head of
steam and moving right along. I can’t believe the number of thank you
letters I have signed since the last reunion. It has been wonderful…
keep the donations coming. We really could use some more big
donations in the 5,000 to 10,000 dollar range; so please consider
what you may be able to do, and make it happen.

I want to thank Arlene and Brocky Nicely and all of the board
members for all that they do on a monthly basis. We are very lucky to
have them all.  I look forward to seeing everyone in the spring of
2013.

Truth, Duty, Honor

Bill Bissett, SMA ‘73

P.S. The SMA Corps was saddeded to learn of the passing of Dr.
Brenda Bryant, the founding director of VWIL and an honorary
SMA Old Boy, on Aug. 15th. Please read the note from VWIL
Commandant BG Mike Bissell on page 19 for more information.
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the ring

the Staunton Alumni Association, a woman by the name of Arlene Nicely, and she was quite interested in the ring.  We had numerous
conversations, and I decided a trip to Virginia was in order for the Butterfield family. “

Upon arrival, two students from the women’s college, who were manning the museum at the time, again indicated the association
would love to have the ring, as it was a rare vintage piece, made of silver (21.0 grams of fine sterling) and not made of yellow or white
gold as were all other rings on display at the time.  “Photos I had sent them revealed the one I had found to be rare and old! Mr.
Butterfield concluded, as he returned to Niantic to ponder the future of his find.

As this author took that same ring from the small gray jewelry box Larry had placed it in before allowing me to take it, I twirled the
object around the end of my fingers, noting its heft and the aged patina.  No doubt it was old, worn, and valuable, and I wondered what
the shield on the face might have originally said.  I also noted its small size, as it failed to even fit over the knuckle of my little finger.  I
began some research of my own.

William Hartman Kable was the founder of the Staunton Military Academy back in 1860, a date which was repeated twice on the
artifact now at rest in its little box before me.  I found he left the school at the start of the Civil War to become an officer in the
Confederate cavalry, serving with distinction during his tour of duty.  The school was restarted upon his return at war’s end.  What I also
noted, however, was that the original school in question was NOT located in Staunton, Virginia, but in Charlestown (in what is now West
Virginia).  The school was called the “Charlestown Male Academy” before the war and was generally referred to as “The Kable
School” after its conclusion.  It was not until 1883, in fact, that Principal William H. Kable moved his school to Staunton, Virginia
renaming it “The Staunton Male Academy” and not until 1886 when the name “The Staunton Military Academy” finally evolved and the
military system it became famous for was adopted.  All possible Civil War scenarios suddenly evaporated as I realized the earliest date
could now assign this ring was 1886!

“Truth, Duty, and Honor” were found to be inscribed on those early rings as I began to look at activity at the school after that newly
discovered inception date of 1886.  The much decorated army captain ran the school until 1900, when he turned it over to the capable
hands of his son, Col. Wm Gibbs Kable.  It produced many military men of distinction for WWI and WWII as well as statesmen (Barry
Goldwater would be an example) and even an NBA basketball player, and NFL football player, and a major league pitcher!

Tragedy did strike in the form of fire in 1904, but the school was rebuilt and even survived the Great Depression.  References still
found in old magazines and newspapers touted the school’s stellar reputation for building character and opportunities for its students.  An
original advertisement in a 1913 California magazine recently for sale on Ebay talked about the clear mountain air and the pure spring
waters, “the high moral tone that promoted a manly carriage” with daily drills and exercises being held out in the open air.  The
advertisement also went on to say that only boys from homes of culture and refinement need apply.  This was a place of high standards
and traditions, after all, and even boasted new barracks that were absolutely guaranteed to be fire-proof!

“But what to make of this particular ring?” I again asked myself.  A quick trip to Northern Light Gems indicated the ring to be a size
six, usually a woman’s size.  Checking with two women who are knowledgeable about “sweetheart jewelry” (military jewelry worn by
soldiers’ wives, girlfriends, or mothers), both said the ring did not meet the general criteria.  The Staunton Military Academy did enlist
boys as young as ten years of age, and I first suspected the ring belonged to one of the young male students.  That thought was cancelled,
however, when it became necessary to explain away the tremendous amount of wear and tear on the ring which would have not been
the case if worn temporarily by a growing adolescent.  No, this ring must have belonged to and been worn regularly over a period of
many years by a small-boned man, I concluded.

“But when was it worn?” I asked myself.  Mr. Butterfield found that Staunton Academy rings had changed both design and the
materials they were made from at some point during the twentieth century, but the exact date could not be confirmed.  A manufacturer’s
mark inside the ring, “Martin Sterling”, also proved difficult to trace as only one reference surfaced bearing that mark, and that was on
a sterling silver object dated 1920.  Northern Light Gems also had indicated that the lettering on the ring was most assuredly 1900’s
vintage.  Given this information, along with the pitted and aged patina of the ring, I think it is a fair guess to date the ring in the early part
of the twentieth century, perhaps c. 1910!

One final question needed to be asked.  How did this object travel six hundred or so miles from Virginia to the town of East Lyme?
It would be logical to assume that a graduate of that school must reside or have once resided somewhere in our midst, if not directly then
perhaps through a relative.  Mr. Butterfield again made a great discovery when a neighbor of his from the Spinnaker section of town,
Paul Murdoch, revealed that his father had graduated from that very institution in the early part of the twentieth century, perhaps around
1910.  “My father was somewhat undisciplined as I heard it, and the family had a little money; so I guess he was shipped off to
Staunton,” the ninety year old former deep sea diver reported in a recent conversation.  “He served in WWI, but was gassed and was
in poor health the rest of his life.  I don’t remember him ever wearing a ring of that sort, and there was certainly nothing like that in his
will,” Mr. Murdoch concluded.

As so the story of the ring meets with yet another dead end!  I would encourage anyone in town who has information about this ring
to contact me at (jnlittlefield@ct.metrocast.net).

Editor’s note:  If any of our Kablegram readers can shed some light on the origin of this ring, please contact Arlene Nicely
(smaalumni@msn.com). The Post Road Review has served the communities of southeastern Connecticut since 1993.

Continued from page 1
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.
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Life as a cadet
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taps
TTTTTaps.aps.aps.aps.aps..Continued from page 25By Bob Horvath, SMA ‘47

Well I cooked my own goose. Screwed up in school, became a budding alcoholic, was approached by friends to get involved
in some illegal acts, and now I’m on the way to a school I have never seen, where I know no one, in a State where I have never
been. Fortunately, I never gave it a thought. I was conditioned to do what Dad said, and I accepted what he chose for me without
question. Was it a lack of maturity, courage, what amongst the boys is commonly called “lack of balls.” Maybe a little of all three.
I had been brought up to have respect for my elders, and I blame some of it on that.

Watch how my character changes and I resist being just one of the guys. A military environment instills discipline, but it can
also destroy individuality. The combination of cadet to cadet discipline (the rat system), combined with the rigid military discipline,
soon straighten out the undisciplined. It also gives each person the opportunity to achieve what he is capable of. The achievers
began to stand out, be it in the military, in sports or scholastically. Mom and Dad were not there to interfere, encourage, or
discourage; I was on my own.

Who were the people responsible for the change in my character and behavior during the two and a half years I spent at
Staunton Military Academy, also known as SMA?  I can’t pick out any one, but several stand out. Major Joe Taylor, Harrison Dye,
Ralph Simmons, and Major Brown, a chemistry teacher, to name a few. Even my roommates, teammates, and friends were
influential, as would be expected. I didn’t feel close to everyone in the Cadet Corps, but the corps was a brotherhood.

CAST OF CHARACTERS
Ralph Simmons Football coach, first person I met at SMA.

Eddie Bryant Assistant coach, former blocking back for all-American Bill Dudley at University of Virginia.
Eddie is 91 years of age in 2010, still active and going strong.

James “Tommy” Thompson My roommate (room 301) South Barracks.

Wood Beasley My roommate 2nd and 3rd years.

Bob Spears Teammate, son of Doc Spears, former coach of the
Canton Bulldogs.

Herk Wolf A six-foot plus youngster at 15, Herk is even bigger now.

Sgt. Lou Onesty Army tactical officer for Co. B and a JV Coach.

Major Joe Taylor Head of the Mess Hall and Boxing coach.

Colonel Harrison Dye Head of the Athletic Department.

Cadet Corps and the faculty at SMA. Too many to name individually but names will come up and I will introduce them and comment
on them as I go.

WE PREPARE
After Dad sent in the funds, $1250.00 for the first year, we received a packet of instructions, including a list of things to bring.

The clothing list included two pairs of good black shoes, underwear, two blankets, 6 sheets, a pillow, 12 pairs of black socks etc.
Dad had had been given a very large suitcase by Francis Stock that had been around the world several times.  It was a giant and
held everything except the personal hygiene things and a few odds and ends. Emma sewed in all the nametags and I suppose the
thought of seeing me off made the work enjoyable. At last, the suitcase was packed, and on the appointed day, we went to the rail
terminal in the Terminal Tower Bldg. I took the train to Columbus Ohio. CK had left for the Army from this same place, three
years earlier, and I thought of him as I walked down the stairs, and said to myself “If he could make it back, so can I.”

THE TRIP TO STAUNTON, VIRGINIA
Having made this trip 18 times in two and a half years, I can still remember details, sounds, and smells I encountered. The

Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad had recently been purchased and the new owner, (Robert Young) did a revolutionary thing for the
times. He began to court the passenger trade, by buying new modern coaches, dinning cars, sleepers, and looking to the comfort
of the passengers. Was I lucky! The train to Columbus was an old timer, but we all knew that we would get a nice car from
Columbus to Staunton. We left Cleveland at 5:10 PM and arrived in Columbus at seven o’clock or so. Our connection left at 9:10
PM and arrived at about 9 o’clock in the morning. After the first trip, I always had company from cadets going to or coming from
Chicago and Cleveland or points along the way. On later trips, we always managed to get a bottle of liquor for the trip. The return

He joined the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 1955, became
a Special Agent in 1961 and retired in 1984. From 1984 to
1992 he worked for the Judicial Inquiry Board of the State of
Illinois. He was a longtime active member of Grace United
Methodist Church and was on the Counting Committee. He
was also a Past Commander of the FBI Post American Legion,
Washington, D.C.
For those who would like to leave a lasting tribute to Lamont’s
life memorials may be made to the American Heart
Association, 386 Paysphere Cr, Chicago, IL 60674 or the
Grace United Methodist Foundation, 300 E. Gartner Rd,
Naperville, IL 60540.

Thomas W. Remaley, SMA ’75

Thomas W. Remaley, SMA ’75,
passed away on October 21, 2011.  He
was buried with full military
honors in the Indiantown Gap
National Cemetery, Annville,
PA.

Tom attended Staunton
Military Academy for two
years.  In 1975, he won the
Virginia State Independent
School Wrestling
Championship and was

named the Most Outstanding Wrestler of the
tournament.  Tom donated his trophies to the Staunton School
Museum.

Tom received a BA in Accounting from Lycoming College
in 1979.  He was commissioned an officer in the Army Air
Defense Artillery and served on active duty for three and
one-half years as a Platoon Officer and Company Executive
Officer, all but six months in Germany, and separated as a
First Lieutenant.  After his military service, he was employed
in the computer industry.

Editor’s note.  See the letter from his parents, Robert and
Ruth Remaley in the Letters and Email section.

Harry Thomas Rodgers, SMA ‘39

Harry Thomas Rodgers, Jr.
passed away Saturday, July, 6,
2002. He was the son of the late
Ruth Matthews Rodgers and
Harry T. Rodgers, Sr. of
Johnstown, PA. He attended
schools in Johnstown, Staunton
Military Academy in Staunton,
VA, and Washington & Jefferson
in Washington, PA. He joined the
Navy in 1942 and served in the

South Pacific. He continued in the Naval Reserve until 1959
and retired a Lt. Commander. He was a past Captain of Ye
Mystic Revellers and an Honorary Life Member of the Florida
Yacht Club. He was an active salesman in Automobile
Dealerships for 50 years from Burwell Chevrolet Motors to
Crest Chevrolet. Survivors include his wife, Anne Register

Rodgers; 3 children, Anne Rodgers Plott, Harry
Thomas Rodgers, III, SMA ‘69 (wife, Linda),
Kathryn Rodgers Burnstein (husband, Clark); 2
grandchildren, Michael & Mathew Bernstein; and
sister-in-law, Kathryn Register Fortson (husband,
Malcolm). He was preceded in death by 2 sisters,
Kathryn Rodgers Mitchell and Elizabeth Rodgers
Cosgrove.

Grover Vest, SMA ’52 PG

Grover Vest of Staunton,
Virginia has passed away.
He came to SMA to play
football as a Post Graduate
from Lee High School in
Staunton, Virginia.

Cadet Remaley
in 1975

Cadet Rodgers in 1939

Cadet Vest in 1952
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trips were the best at Christmas since all the girls’ schools in Virginia let out at the same time. We played cards, sang songs, talked,
and generally bothered the other passengers. The Chesapeake and Ohio railroad was being improved constantly. It was a pleasure
to eat in the dinning cars, spotless with clean white tablecloths. The waiters were neat in their clean, pressed uniforms, and the food
was hot and well prepared. What a contrast to the conditions that existed in the sixties and seventies! The auto might have caused
the demise of passenger travel on the railroads, but if they had been able to sustain the level of service I experienced in the late
forties, it may have survived. In 1945 and 1946, on the trips during the daylight hours, it was common to see troop trains. These
were mostly box cars, filled with service men returning from Europe. We would travel with service men on board our trains,
especially at Christmas, but the majority of them traveled in boxcars with bunks installed. Certainly, it was not luxurious, but I’m
sure these men were only concerned with getting home.

We would arrive in Staunton in the morning, and take a cab up to the Hill, as the school was known. The station in Staunton
looks today just as it did fifty two years ago. The big change is in the station interior that is now a trendy bar and restaurant.

THE FIRST DAY
My arrival that first trip was in mid morning, on a sunny day in September. I carried my enormous suitcase to a waiting cab. It

was a Cadillac Limousine. For me? A passing thought, but alas there were only two cabs waiting, and the limo driver was faster on
his feet. “To Staunton Military Academy please” I said. “ OK, are you a new boy?” he asked. Hell, he knew I was; only a New
Boy or Yankee would pronounce Stanton, as Staunton. I quickly learned to leave the “u” out of the pronunciation. Up the steep,
narrow streets, just as bad or even worse than Pittsburgh. After a short drive, he let me off on a large asphalt parking lot. This was
the area where I would appear at least three times every day on the Hill for the next two and a half years. The cabby said, “Go to
the steps, turn right and see the Commandant,” and with that he was gone, and I stood there alone. Picking up the huge suitcase,
I started for the stairway and got about twenty feet when a short man who looked like a roly-poly, grabbed my arm. He was
dressed in a white T-shirt and a pair of gray sweatpants. “Hey, do you play football?” he asked. “No” I answered. I didn’t know
who this fat guy was; so I thought I would be polite and get on with my business. Not to be put aside, he said “Be down the stairway
behind us at four o’clock”. He left, and I went on my way. Little
did I know that that conversation would be one of the most important
in my whole life. The first person I met at SMA was Ralph
Simmons the football coach. I had no idea who Ralph Simmons
was at the time.

I checked in and was told that my roommate had arrived the
day before, and we were rooming in 301, South Barracks. Off I
went and found room 301 and my roommate for the next two and
a half years. James Thompson, a husky bruiser from Fenton,
Michigan.  He and I were destined to live together and share
good times and bad. We were to raise hell, become entrepreneurs,
get kicked out of South Barracks our second year, and have many
adventures. I don’t ever remember a fight or even a strong
disagreement between us during that time. Was it faith that placed
me in a room with an experienced football player? Surely, the
school had no way of knowing that I would turn out to be an
athlete. On the other hand, was it just coincidence? Once we separated, we didn’t meet again until I met Tommy in Staunton this
summer of 1997 at a reunion. Our room in South Barracks was about 12 by 14 feet with a single window opposite the door. The
window looked out upon the Asphalt where all formations were held, and upon the commandant’s office, and the Mess Hall. At the
far end of the Asphalt was a five-story building, known as North Barracks that housed three floors of rooms for cadets. On the
ground floor were classrooms, the post office, and the library. The library held nothing but text and reference books, since we had
precious little time to read for pleasure. Below the library was the main gym, and below that was the football teams’ dressing room
and shower. South and North Barracks were both built with quadrangles. That is, an open area in the center, without a roof,
surrounded with rooms. The rooms were reached by climbing stairs and walking around on a gallery that fronted the rooms.
Anyone who has seen a film of a prison can easily visualize the set up. South was the barracks that housed the Rats or New Boys
and some fortunate Old Boys whose duty it was to maintain discipline. Of course, this was what is known as the Plebe system at
West Point and is much watered down today. All Old Boys had rats for room orderlies to clean their rooms, in addition to cleaning
their own rooms every morning. All rats were expected to “Fin Out.” This meant walking while in South Barracks, with the arms
to the sides and the palms of the hands facing forward with the chin resting on the chest. When entering South through the “Sally

attended Roosevelt School in Ypsilanti and transferred to
Plymouth School in Plymouth, MI, then attended Staunton
Military Academy in Staunton, VA, graduating in 1957.
He attended Eastern Michigan College for one year before
starting classes with Ford Motor Company for draftsman.

He worked for Ford Motor Company in Dearborn, MI,
for 30 years as draftsman in EEE building, retiring and moving
to Sebring in 1989. He played hockey, baseball, softball, golf
and bowling throughout his life, but golf was his interest during
his retirement.

He was a member and past President at Pinecrest Golf
and Country Club in Avon Park, Florida and played in Golfweek
Seniors tournaments around the state of Florida. He is survived
by his wife of 41 years, Donna Lobbestael of Sebring; son,
David G. Lobbestael and wife Tonya; grandson, James; grand-
daughter, Jordan of Summerville, SC; and sister, Joanne
Hildinger, Ann Arbor, MI. He was preceded in death by his
brother, David Lobbestael.

Paul Manning Price, SMA ‘70

Paul Manning Price, an
extraordinary friend, teacher,
editor and musician, died on
July 15, 2012 at his home in
Chapel Hill, N.C.,
surrounded by his family and
friends. He was 59 years old.

Paul was born in Ankara,
Turkey, on Dec. 23, 1952,
the son of Darrell Manning Price and
Anna Maldari Price, marking the

beginning of a full life roaming. He Graduated from
Staunton Militiary Academy in 1970.  In 1974 he graduated
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill with a
B.A. in international studies, one of the first students to do so.
He was later an influential and admired teacher at UNC.

In 1986 Paul assisted Dr. Lou Lipsitz in producing a
political science textbook, American Democracy, and in 1995
became assistant director at the University Center for
International Studies (now called the Center for Global
Initiatives) at UNC. He lectured at the University of Asmara,
Eritrea, worked in various capacities in Boston and San
Francisco, and, as a child of a U.S. Diplomatic Corps family,
he lived in the Middle East and Southeast Asia as well. He
was, in every respect, a man of the world.

From 1999 until his retirement in January 2012, Paul was
a member of the Social Science Research Council in New
York City. In his role as editorial and communications director,
he oversaw the publication of books, created promotional
materials and directed internal communications, always with
an eye to quality and integrity, and served as a key advisor to

the council president. He is remembered by all as a giving and
perceptive mentor whose wise counsel changed lives. While
at the Research Council, he was associate editor of the Oxford
Dictionary of the Social Sciences (Oxford University Press,
2002), and co-editor of Understanding September 11 (The New
Press, 2002).

Paul seemed to have led two lives: one as a social scientist
and the other as an inspired professional musician. Much like
his hero, Paul McCartney, he was a producer, songwriter,
vocalist, piano player, lead guitarist, rhythm guitarist and bass
guitarist in many Chapel Hill bands, from the 1970s to the
1990s, including Luthermoon, Toulouse T’Trek, the Swamis,
the Emperors of Ice Cream and Lud. His last CD, which he
composed and produced, was with the Morays, in New York
City; it’s called Everything Will Be Alright. He was writing
and recording music until the end. Music was his last and
greatest love.

Paul Price is survived by his
wife, Kelli Ervin-Price, of Durham,
N.C.; his brother, James Wilson

Price, of Salisbury, N.C.;
his sister, Valerie Anne
Price, of Carrboro, N.C.;
and many cousins, aunts
and uncles in North
Carolina, Massachusetts,
California and Italy.

Lamont Pugh, SMA ‘50

Lamont Pugh, 80, a 40 year resident
of Naperville, IL, passed away
peacefully on May 4, 2012 at Tabor
Hills Healthcare Center, Naperville.
He was born in Norfolk, VA on
August 17, 1931.
Lamont is survived by his beloved
wife of 53 years, Jo Edith; his loving
children, Catherine (Michael)
Ferguson of Darien, IL and Lamont
(Rebecca) Pugh, III of Naperville, IL;
and his cherished grandchildren, Caroline and Shannon
Ferguson and Danielle and Alexander Pugh. He was preceded
in death by his parents, Rear Adm. Herbert Lamont Pugh,
USN and Martha Catherine Pugh.
Lamont graduated from Staunton Military Academy,
Staunton, VA. He then attended the University of Virginia
and proudly served in the United States Marine Corps. Upon
his honorable discharge, Lamont earned his BS in Accounting
from Southeastern University in Washington, D.C.

Cadet Price in 1970

Paul Manning Price

Cadet Pugh in 1950



—6 —

LIFELIFELIFELIFELIFE..Continued from page 5

life as a cadet

Life...Life...Life...Life...Life...Continued on page 7 —23 —

taps

TAPS...continued on next page

Port,” a large opening and the only entrance to the barracks, the cadet made a left turn and walked around the barracks hugging
the wall to reach the stairway on the far side. He was allowed to use to use this stairway only, to reach his gallery. If he was
unlucky enough to live on a gallery near the entrance, he had to retrace his steps to get to his room. This was a problem for those
rats, and they would sneak up the nearer stairs. If caught, they received extra duty or a swat with a broom, administered by an Old
Boy. For offenses that were more serious, the old boys would gather and try to break the broom handle by swatting the rat on the
butt. Sounds cruel, but soon enough discipline was established, and some of the older Old Boys (mostly athletes) would keep the
more rambunctious from injuring the younger and smaller cadets. The ultimate defense for a rat, was a challenge to fight.
Generally, a pair of boxing gloves would be obtained, the combatants would go in a room with another larger and stronger cadet to
watch, and prevent injury. They would go at it until one of the participants quit.
PHOTO to the right was taken during one of these fights in North Barracks that took place in the quadrangle, where everyone
watched. Occasionally, if it was a bitter dispute it would be a bare-knuckle affair and the witness in the room was responsible to
see that there were no serious injuries.

This describes a few of the things that converted a wild, unmanageable, unruly, undisciplined youth in a matter of months, into
a responsible young man. Did it work for all the boys who came to the school? Obviously not, and those few who rebelled were
asked to leave. I speak for myself when I say the school changed me. In my second
year I began to take an interest in studies, athletics, my future, and I became a cadet
officer reaching the rank of Cadet Captain. Out of some 560 cadets, there were only
fifteen or so captains, so I feel I did well in the military area. By mid term of my
second year, I looked forward to the most challenging courses. solid geometry,
trigonometry, chemistry, and others, that served me well when I reached college.

A NORMAL DAY
A normal day consisted of the following schedule. There were exceptions and

variations but this is what we normally did every weekday.

6:15 6:30 Calisthenics on the asphalt.
6:30 7:00 Wash and dress for breakfast.
7:00 7:30 Formation marches into the Mess Hall and eats.
7:30 8:00 Clean up rooms make beds, inspection and get to classes.
8:00 12:30 Classes with a 15-minute break at mid morning.
12:45 1:30 Formation marches into mess hall and noon meal.
1:45 3:45 Military drill, marching mostly, but other activities also.
3:45 5:45 Free time, athletics, marching for punishment, study time,
5:45 6:30 Retreat, Formation, and march to dinner.
6:30 7:30 Free time.
7:30 8:30 Study must be at desk, no radios, and inspection to enforce this.
8:30 8:45 Break time.
8:45 9:45 More study, you were not allowed on a bed.
9:45 10:00 Taps, lights out, inspections.

Saturdays involved room inspections, and extended drill in the morning that lasted to mess at 12: 45. After mess, we were free
to do as we pleased but could not leave the academy grounds. There were football games, basketball track, and intramural sports.
After evening mess, we had free time until taps. Sundays we marched to church, I chose to be a Presbyterian because it was the
closest church. Sunday evening we studied for classes on Monday, and so it went all year.

FOOTBALL AND BOXING (1945 & 1946)
The photoson the next page were taken in the fall of 1945 when Dad and Emma drove down to see a game. They had never

seen the school and I often wonder if they were curious as to what type of place they had sent me to. They came to Staunton at
least once a year, and came to my graduation in June of 1947.They never came to The University of Florida except for my
graduation. The building behind us is the front of North Barracks.
My introduction to football came when I reported to the bottom of the stairs next to North Barracks. Way down below the gym
was the football dressing room. I reported as directed by Coach Simmons, “Chubby” behind his back. He looked at me and asked
what position I played. “I haven’t” I replied. The room grew quiet, and I knew, I was the only non-experienced football player

Lt. Colonel Franklin Garrett Cowie, Jr., SMA ‘43

Lt. Colonel Franklin Garrett Cowie       (Cadet Cowie in 1943)

Editor’s Note:  Lt. Colonel Franklin Garrett Cowie was
included in our TAPS listing in the May 2010 issue.  His
widow, Maureen Ann Cowie, recently asked us to provide
her mailing address to anyone who remembers her
husband. So, any of you Old Boys remembering Colonel
Cowie can send your memories to a very nice lady.
Maureen Ann Cowie, 12916 Jasper Way, Salinas,
CA 93906.

Dubuc, Michael A., SMA ‘57

Michael A. Dubuc, 73, of Centerville, died at home
Friday, July 29. Michael was a graduate of Staunton

Military Academy and
Miami University, a United
States Marine, a member
of Pi Kappa Alpha
Fraternity, and a long-time
employee of the Rike’s Department
Stores.
The son of Paul Houston and Helen
Aimar Dubuc, late of Shelby
(Richland County), Ohio, Michael
is survived by his wife, Judith Allen
Dubuc, by sons Paul Houston and

John Allen Dubuc, by his daughter in-law Valerie Parnell Dubuc,
and by his grandsons Jack and Ryan Dubuc. He is also survived
by his sister and brother in-law, Sheila Dubuc McCurry and
Sam McCurry.

Published in Dayton Daily News from July 31 to August
3, 2011

Edward B. Jones, SMA ‘41

Edward B. Jones, former director
of Greenwich Hospital in Greenwich,
CT, passed away with his family by
his side at his home at The Landings
on Skidaway Island in savannah,
Georgia on June 2, 2012.  Mr. Jones
was nearing his 90th birthday.

Mr. Jones was born in Glenshaw,
PA on June 10, 1922.  He attended Shaler High school in
Glenshaw, Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, VA,

and graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Duke
University in 1949.  From 1943 to 1945 he
was a Pilot Rating Instructor for aviation
cadets in the Army air Corps.  He was
recalled into the air Force and piloted a B26
on 32 missions during the Korean War.

He earned his MS in Medical and
Hospital Administration at the University
of Pittsburgh in 1955 and became Assistant
Administrator at Sewickley Valley Hospital.
In 1958, he joined Passavant Hospital as

Administrator of the Relocation Program.  From 1959 to 1963,
he was Executive Assistant to the Vice Chancellor for Health
Professions and Assistant Professor for Health Professions
in the University of Pittsburgh’s Graduate School for Public
Health.

From 1963 to 1967, Mr. Jones served as Associate Director
of Greenwich Hospital, living with his family in Old
Greenwich, CT.  He went on to direct the design
and construction of the existing Children’s Hospital
at Philadelphia as Executive Vice President, and
returned to serve as Director of Greenwich Hospital
from 1973 to 1983.  During his tenure, the hospital
underwent its first major expansion of facilities with
the construction of the east wing of the hospital.

Mr. Jones was an outstanding athlete, excelling
in football, basketball, and baseball in college, and an
avid golfer and fisherman; always a very loyal

supporter of Duke University and the Pittsburgh Steelers.
Mr. Jones had retired to The Landings on Skidaway Island

in Savanah, GA in 1984 and was married to Sally F. Jones,
also from Glenshaw, PA, for 57 years, until her death in 1998;
they had four children.  He is survived by his second wife,
Constance M. Jones, and by his children, Edward C. Jones,
MD (Mary) Greenwich, CT, Sally Jo Jones Nantucket Island,
Kathy Ashton (David) Henniker, NH, and Wendy Gay (Milton)
Atlanta, GA.  In addition to his children, he is survivied by nine
grandchildren and nine great grandchildren; all who loved him
dearly.

James Leon Lobbestael, SMA ‘57

James Leon Lobbestael, 73, of
Sebring, Florida, passed away
Wednesday, June 20, 2012, in Sebring.
He was born October 31, 1938, to
Alexander J. and Helen M. (Burrell)
Lobbestael in Ypsilanti, Michigan, and
went to a Cherry Hill, Michigan two-
room schoolhouse during his elementary
years that Henry Ford had built. He

 Cadet Dubuc in 1957

Edward Jones

Cadet Jones in 1941 Cadet Lobbestael
in 1957
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there. Later I found out I was in the company of some very fine and accomplished football stars in their respective high schools.
“OK”, he said and directed me to get a uniform. Now I knew how to put on
a hockey uniform but this was strange stuff. With the help of several of the
team I managed to get dressed and followed the others down a hill and onto
the practice field. Everyone gathered around Chubby and he assigned me to
be a tackle. We trotted around the practice field and the scrimmage started.
The first team lined up and Chubby said I should stop the person with the ball.
The ball was snapped, and I stood up to see who had it. After I picked myself
up from the ground he said, “You’re supposed to tackle the man with the
ball.” “This guy knocked me down coach.”  I replied. “ Well don’t let him,”
said Chubby. The next time I stuck my hand in the face of my opponent, and
he still knocked me down. The two who committed all the mayhem on me
were a cadet named Reed and another named Halsey White. Both senior
linemen and both built like bulldogs. Halsey was the first person I ever saw
wearing contact lenses. They were full half hemispheres and I shuddered to
see him put them in. Unfortunately, Halsey couldn’t see more than 18 inches without them. Maybe that’s why he was so mean on
the football field. I would like to say that I caught on and tackled the ball carrier that day. The truth is that I got the living dog crap
kicked out of me that day. The learning continued, and I became the second string guard on a very good football team in 1945. We
lost only one game that season, and that, to Gramby High School from Norfolk, Virginia. Gramby was the nations leading high
school football team in 1945. The quarterback on Gramby’s team was Chuck Stobbs, who went on to fame and fortune as a
professional baseball player. Chuck was one great Quarterback, who could throw the football right handed, as well as left-handed
.My roommate became a starter, and although I felt envious, I was rather proud of him. We had a starting tackle and a second
string guard in room 301and we were both rats.

The 1945 football team was the start of a three-year dynasty, and our record proves it. Virtually the whole team got scholarships
to college. We placed repeatedly on the All State teams with people like Bob Spears, son of Doc Spears who played for the Canton
Bulldogs while attending and playing for Dartmouth. Bob made the All State Team three years in football, basketball, and track.
Receiving a scholarship to Yale, Bob was a three points plus student at SMA. Others that came to play in “45” and were All State
Bob picket, now an attorney, Allen Jones, also an attorney, Joe Butler, Tommy Thompson, Bob Horvath, a Landscape Architect,
and Wood Beasley. Some of these fellows were on scholarship, which I only recently found out. But they made All State teams at
their respective positions, and the team was All State for three years. Spears later captained the Yale football team and shortly
after graduating, he was struck with polio. This was a tragedy, for an athlete of Bob’s talent. With his usual determination, Bob
went on to become an executive with The Republic Steel Co. in Cleveland and has retired to his home in Pepper Pike Ohio not too
far from my home in Chardon Ohio. I am sure others on the team went on to college and to notable achievements in their lives
after school but I have not followed their careers. More details, about other friends, in the next year’s history.

BOXING 1945 1946
This story, in 2 parts was written April 11, 1997 to John Deal “49” and a group of SMA graduates who met “On Line”

and told stories of their days as cadets. It is a true story and shows how fate steps in and can influence the course of ones
life. Now, 52 years later, I look back with pride at my efforts.

HOW BOB HORVATH GOT TO BE SMA’s LAST HEAVYWEIGHT BOXER
The story begins in the Mess Hall on a Saturday night, it was the night we ate T–bone steaks. The week before, our Chief

[Cadet Slang for waiter in the Mess Hall] named Archie had not been tipped very well and our food was lacking in quantity and
quality. During football season, Maj. Joe [The officer in charge of the mess hall] saw to it that we were well fed. But we had just
ended the season. If you remember, the boxing table was next to the kitchen door. There were three tables to a chief, and ours,
Archie, had the boxing table, and two football tables,

This particular day we got our steaks and most of them had the tenderloin part of the T-bone missing. We complained to
Archie, and he looked at us and grumbled. We all got the message, and finished dinner. The next Friday we made sure to tip the
expected twenty-five cents each.

By the way....we would still like to have the ring come “home”.

Take care. Arlene
Later that same day, Jim replied…
From: jnlittlefield@ct.metrocast.net July 9, 2012
To: smaalumni@msn.com
Subject: RE: ring article

Arlene,
Thank you so much for the comments on the article. You have my permission to reprint the article as written. I should tell you that

I teach anthropology at East Lyme High School and my classes go out into the local community for six weeks out of every semester, to
do an archeological dig. Most of my articles in the Post Road Review deal with artifacts (or bodies) that we have found over the years.
Larry Butterfield was my first principal when I started in the system in 1966. He has followed our discoveries in the Post Road Review
since his retirement and contacted me about the ring he found. I have been pushing Larry to return the ring to you as I feel artifacts,
generally speaking, should be returned to their place of origin.

Jim

(P.S. Did not have many specific responses, but of those I did have, the readership was overwhelming in favor of returning the ring to
Staunton to be displayed there. Also I would love it if any of your readership had specific information on dating that find!.....That would
also make a good article and widen the scope of the investigation!)
———————————————————————————————————————————————————
To all the “Old Boys”, August 16, 2012
I have been blessed in my time with SMAAA to have met many wonderful people. Dr. Bryant ranked high on this list. She was a
remarkable woman who guided many to make good choices in their lives even when to do otherwise would have been easier. She will
be missed by all who had the privilege of her friendship and guidance.

Arlene Nicely
SMA Alumni Association

———————————————————————————————————————————————————
Secretary, Staunton Military Alumni Association 8/22/2012
Dear Secretary,

We regret to inform you that our son, Thomas W. Remaley, SMA ’75, passed away on October 21, 2011.  He was buried with full
military honors in the Indiantown Gap National Cemetery, Annville, PA.

Tom attended SMA for two school years.  While there, he was instrumental in initiating a wrestling program.  He was undefeated
in regular wrestling matches during his two seasons at SMA and lost at the state tournament to the state champion in 1974.  In 1975, he
won the Virginia State Independent School Wrestling Championship and was named the Most Outstanding Wrestler of the tournament.
In that final match, he defeated the prior year champ.  Some years ago, Tom donated his trophies to the Staunton School Museum.

Tom received a BA in Accounting from Lycoming College in 1979.  He was commissioned an officer in the Army Air Defense
Artillery and served on active duty for three and one-half years as a Platoon Officer and Company Executive Officer, all but six months
in Germany, and separated as a First Lieutenant.  After his military service, he was employed in the computer industry.
Sincerely,

Robert and Ruth Remaley
Editor’s note.  Some of the details in this letter are included in Cadet Remaley’s listing in our TAPS section.
———————————————————————————————————————————————————
Staunton Military Academy 8/29/2012

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Nicely,
I want to thank you for your kindness during my recent visit to the museum.  I really enjoyed my “journey down memory lane”.  As

I said to you, “you almost brought a tear or two to me”.  Thank you so much.
As a side note… my mother passed away in 1958 at the age of 49.  She died still believing her son was going to a school where they

made S.M.A. baby formula.
Thank you again.  It was nice meeting you, and I look forward to being with you again.

Best to you,

Bill Thompson, SMA ’46-’49 (would have been class of ’51)
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Photo to the right; back row, Major Joe Taylor, Dave Camron, Bill Weller,
Bob Horvath, Mathews, (MGR.) Middle Row; Ralph Smith, Sandy Rankin,
Mergentime, George Giannaris, Bill Hilton, George Callahan, Front;
Little Joe Taylor, Stanley Scott.

While eating, I chanced to glance at the next table. I’ll be damned if they
didn’t have pieces of tenderloin but no T-bone. Well guys, even then, in those
young and tender years, I was no dummy. I got the message loud and clear
that the table next to us got better food. That evening at the canteen I asked
Chick the headwaiter, how I could get transferred to the favored table. Chick

said he would see what he could do, as he rubbed his
thumb and fingers together. I got that message also and
winked an agreement. The next evening Major Joe came over to me and asked how much I weighed. Like a
dummy I still didn’t get the connection and replied 185 pounds. Major Joe rubbed his chin and said “well we
will fatten you up some”, and with that he moved me to the table near the door. Wow, I didn’t get everything
I wanted but the portions were larger, the cuts of meat were better and most of the time we could get
seconds, at least I could as the team heavyweight.

Even a blind pig finds an acorn occasionally. Then, later, it dawned on me that I was now a boxer. No
Shit! That night, I started on Tommy Thompson, my roommate about the fine food and seconds, and he almost
fell for it. It took me three more weeks to convince Tommy to come down to the gym and try out.

Major Joe put him in the ring and I volunteered to spar with Tommy. Hell I didn’t want one of the other
guys to try and show off and give him a hard time. We fought three rounds, and I made sure Tommy got in
some good shots. I hit him a couple times, but I made sure they were not hard blows. In any event, Tommy
was a tough guy who could take it as well as give it. On the way back to the Mess Hall, [we frequently ate
after mess was over, so we could have more time in the gym and some of the boxers got special diets.]

Tommy and I agreed it was a good way to stay in shape for football, and that it would be intimidating for our opponents to hear we
were boxers. I thought I had Tommy convinced.

My scheme involved getting a bigger person to come out for the team. Perfect, Tommy weighed 215 against my 185. That
should make Major Joe happy. Now my problem was how to bow out gracefully. I considered getting hurt, but I was sure the
coach would get wise to that. How about having my father call the school and forbid me to box. Hell, Dad was so proud that I was
about to get my face rearranged that he would never do it. It left me with one alternative, and that was to just quit the team and
be a coward. Well, that was better than getting beat up every week.

I made up my mind to tell Major Joe on the following Wednesday, after practice. Well it just seemed as though Wednesday
would never come. I kept encouraging Thompson and he seemed ready to become the new SMA heavyweight. Wednesday
practice came and Tommy didn’t show up for practice. Anxiously, I waited for him to show up. Reluctant to say anything about his
absence, I went through the exercises, calisthenics, and shadow boxing. ten minutes on the heavy bag and it was my turn to go
three rounds in the ring. I put on the cup, breast pad and headgear, still no Thompson, then Major Joe said, “Weller you and
Horvath go three rounds, Thompson decided he didn’t like boxing.” Hell I didn’t particularly like it either, but between my pride and
not wanting to leave the Major without a heavyweight, I became the last SMA heavyweight, and I have the 1946 VIRGINIA ALL
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP GLOVE, in brass to prove it.

In the fall of 1946, it was announced in the Staunton local newspaper that Staunton Military Academy was dropping the boxing
program. Although it was said that there was a lack of cadet participation, the truth is that it was, next to football, the most popular sport.
More likely, the owners of the school decided to save some money by not supporting the sport, or Major Joe was tired of coaching. Joe
Taylor Jr. was graduating, and The Major had coached his son to a State championship. Thus, the “45” “46” season was the last season
for boxing. That year the team won the State championship, and SMA dominated the individual All State awards.

Was I a good boxer? I have asked myself that question and the best answer is “fair!” At 185 pounds I fought heavyweight and
never fought anyone my size. They were always bigger, older, or more experienced. Well, why did I fight, the answer is that I was
16 years of age at the time.
One opponent was an ex Marine, six foot two inches about 215 pounds. The first round we felt each other out. In the corner Major
Joe said “stay in close to him, he has a long reach”. Right! At the bell for the second round, he ran across the ring and started

1946 Virginia State Champions

Arlene, June 1, 2012
At our last board meeting (Stuart Hall) we voted to extend our Alumnae/I House to our friends at SMA and AMA. I am not sure who I

should send this to for approval to have it printed in The Kablegram.  The “You Are Welcome to Carroll House” letter makes mention of
volunteers for the Museum.  I am not sure, if you have volunteers from SMA and that may be left off. I was thinking it might work for some
of your out of town board members. I know the guys like the SJH, but they could save some money by staying at CH and then donate it to
SMA. It would be a win-win for everyone.

Susan Yates

Editor’s Note:  The Carroll House is a colonial brick residence located adjacent to the north entrance to Stuart Hall School.  The letter of
invitation and Carroll House guidelines are printed in this issue.

———————————————————————————————————————————————————
Editor’s note.  The following email was sent to Tom Phillips (SMA ’74) in response to his eloquent tribute to his friend and classmate, Craig
Hanson (printed in our July issue).

Good morning, Tom. June 6, 2012
I was on a business trip and did not get your communication until today. I missed the last two reunions as you know and was in shock to
hear about Craig. I did not know he was ill.

I started attending the reunions late. However, the four that I did attend Craig was there each step, making me feel comfortable with
reuniting with old friends. It seems that the pictures that I have of the reunions, he is usually in all of the pictures.
My prayers go out to his family. His quiet, deliberate focus and gentleman ways will be missed. However, we can all rejoice in having known
him.

Al Rossy, SMA’74

———————————————————————————————————————————————————
Editor’s note: The next two emails (to and from Jim Littlefield of the Post Road Review) enabled us to reprint our front page article, “The
Ring”.  Thank you, Arlene and Jim.
From: SMA Alumni Assn. July 09, 2012
To: jnlittlefield@ct.metrocast.net
Subject: ring article
Mr. Littlefield,

Larry Butterfield sent me your article on the “mystery ring” from Staunton Military Academy. I am emailing you to ask your
permission to reprint your article in our newsletter (Kablegram) to be read by our alumni. It is such an interesting article and would be
enjoyed by those who attended our academy. Of course it would be reprinted as written with your name as the writer of such. Please
email me your reply for we would so like to have our alumni enjoy it as much as I did.

letters/e-mails to the editor

The Reunion Committee is proud to announce that Brigadier General Doyle Broome, the President of
Hargrave Military Academy, has agreed to be the guest speaker at our combined SMA/VWIL Reunion (March
22 & 23).

Brigadier General Doyle D. “Don” Broome, Jr., (U.S. Army, Retired) began his duties as the tenth President
of Hargrave Military Academy on June 24th, 2011.  In this role he is responsible for the mental, physical, spiritual
and character development of over 300 young men every year.  Additionally, he is responsible to the Trustees for
the overall operations of the Academy.

He is a 1975 graduate (Distinguished Military Student) of Georgia Military College.  He received a commission
as an Army 2d Lieutenant via the Early Commissioning program; he entered active duty as a 19-year old infantry
platoon leader. Through night and weekend classes, and eventually the Degree Completion Program he earned
a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration (Management) from Troy University, graduating Cum Laude.
Later, he earned a Master of Science in History from the Army’s Command and General Staff College.

General Broome’s career spanned service in Infantry, Special Forces and Aviation units across 32 years,
which included combat, training and disaster assistance operations.  His last active duty assignment was as the

Deputy Commanding General, US Army Cadet Command at Fort Monroe, VA.  In this role he was responsible for increasing Army ROTC accessions
and commissions, revamping the Army ROTC nursing program and overseeing the ROTC programs at the nation’s eleven military colleges.

General Broome’s military education includes: the Infantry Officer Basic and Advanced Courses; the Special Forces Qualification Course; the
Aviation Qualification Course; the Command and General Staff College; and the Air War College.

General Broome and his wife, Donna reside in the Hargrave President’s House in Chatham, VA.  They have three children: Trey, a Doctor
of Pharmacy, married to Betsy who is a cardiac care Registered Nurse, they are the parents of Parker and Sawyer; David an active duty Army
Captain, married to Stefanie, a cardiac care Registered Nurse, they are the parents of Ellery; Danielle, married to Sam who is completing a degree in
finance, a recent graduate of the University of Alabama, where she majored in Middle Eastern Studies and Arabic.
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wailing away at me and I did what we were taught to do in that circumstance. I hid my head behind the gloves, moved to the ropes,
and waited to get out of that mess. I stuck out my left to hit him and move to the left. It didn’t work, a right hook put my lights out,
and I woke up on the floor with Joe Bunsa, the referee counting. I’m told; I rolled out of the ring, and then back. It seemed like an
eternity and I thought no, I do not want to continue this. However, I got up at the count of eight. Bunsa looked at me and then
Major Joe put his arm around my shoulders and sat me down on the stool. Christ, I was glad of that. Later Major Joe tried to
console me, but I was just glad it was over.

On another occasion I fought a 200-pound opponent about my size. I was a lot better fighter than he and hit him so often my
arms felt as though they would fall off.  He just wouldn’t go down. I won by a unanimous decision, and I felt sorry for him. We met
at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel where we were taken to eat after the matches. The captain of his team said my opponent had
never been knocked out, but had not won many fights. When we spoke, I noticed his left ear was purple and later Major Joe said
I had kept hitting him with the same right hook that had knocked me out the week before. Well I won a few and lost a few. But the
association with Major Joe Taylor had a profound effect on my life. Joe Bunsa the referee had been a boxer at SMA and went on
to a Professional career. He made it into “BELIEVE IT OR NOT”, By Ripley, by virtue of having to knock out his opponent twice
in order to win a fight. The first time he hit the referee also, and knocked him out too. The opponent got up first and Joe had to do
it again to win the fight.

Other members of the team included Major Joe’s son, “Little Joe” at 135 lbs. A tough kid who was a leader and won every
fight he fought. Stanley Scott and George Giannaris were co-Captains. Giannaris is retired in Pennsylvania and races horses.
Mergentime, who fought 119 lbs., is now in the Washington, DC, area and owns the Mergentime Construction Co. a huge
operation, and that, by the little guy of the team. Dick Weller, who lost his life in Korea, Sandy Rankin, Dave Cameron, Ralph
Smith, Bill Davis the First Captain that year, and Johnny Hilton, were some of the boxers on the last SMA boxing team.

After I graduated I got a call from John Hilton who lived in the Akron area, and he asked me to come down and do some club
fighting. He said the winner got 20 dollars and the loser got ten. I politely declined the offer.

Editor’s note.  This is the first of four installments of Joe Horvath’s Life as a Cadet articles.  Joe writes a great tale!

LIFELIFELIFELIFELIFE..Continued from page 8

SMA Graduate Awards U.S. Basketball Team the Gold

RENEE FOPALAN, GMA NEWS August 13, 2012 12:53am

The International Olympic Committee’s representative to the Philippines awarded the
gold medals to the Americans Monday, after Team USA beat Spain, 107-100, in the
championship round at the 2012 Olympic Games.  Francisco Elizalde was present at the
men’s basketball awarding ceremonies to award the gold medals to team USA.

According to his IOC profile, Elizalde has been a member of the IOC since 1985.
Born in Samar in 1932, Elizalde studied at various American academic institutions, including

the Loyola School in New York, Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, Virginia, and Harvard University in
Massachusetts, where he became the manager of the university swim team.

Mr. Elizalde was a former president of the National Football Federation and is a current member of the National
Olympic Committee.

Editor’s note.  This announcement was published in the GMA News on gmanetwork.com. Francisco Elizalde
graduated from SMA in 1950.

Cadet Elizalde in 1950

articles

Friday, March 22, 2013 (on former SMA campus)
9:30 - 11:30 am: SMAAA Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall)

10:00 am – 4:00 pm: SMA/VWIL Museum Open

11:00 am - 3:30 pm: Registration (Mess Hall)

4:00 pm: Honor Ceremony with Howie Rifles Performance (Kable Hall Courtyard)

5:00 pm: Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside of the SMA/VWIL Museum)

6:00 - 8:00 pm: Reception and Dinner (SMA Mess Hall)

8:00 - 11:00 pm: VWIL Military Ball (SJH) (Open to all SMA alumni who wish to attend)

Cost: $15.00/person (not included in SMA Reunion price)Please send $15.00 per person (with
names attending) to General Bissell, VWIL Headquarters, MBC, Staunton, VA 24402.  Deadline:
March 18, 2013

Dress: Formal, Military or Business.

Saturday, March 23, 2013 (on former SMA campus & Stonewall Jackson Hotel)
11:30 - 4:00 pm: SMA/VWIL Museum Open

9:15 - 9:45 am: Registration for those who have not registered (SMA Mess Hall)

10:00 - 11:30 am: Annual SMA/VWIL Alumni Membership Meeting (SMA Mess Hall)

10:00 - 11:30 am: Women’s Group “Get Together” (VWIL Room in SMA Mess Hall)

Women’s Group “Get Together” for all wives/guests of Alumni. This is a very informal get
together during the time the alumni will be attending the annual meeting.  VWIL Cadets will
be present to answer questions and give updates on the accomplishments of the VWIL
Program.  Refreshments will be served.

12:30 pm: SMA/VWIL Parade

SMA Alumni will form up on the asphalt at 11:45 am to follow the VWIL Corps of Cadets onto
Kable Field.

1:15 – 2:15 pm: VWIL/SMA Lunch (Parade Field)

2:15 - 5:30 pm: Free time for alumni and guests

Visit the museum, connect with former classmates, shop or tour the city.

5:00 - 6:00 pm: Registration for those who have not yet registered (Lobby of SJH)

6:00 - 7:00 pm: Banquet Reception (cash bar) (Lobby of SJH)

7:00 - 10:00 pm: Alumni Banquet (SJH Banquet Room)

10:00 pm until: Nostalgia Time

Sunday, March 24, 2013    8:30 am-12:00 pm:  SMA/VWIL Museum Open

SSSSSTTTTTAAAAAUNTUNTUNTUNTUNTON MILITON MILITON MILITON MILITON MILITARARARARARY AY AY AY AY ACCCCCADEMY ADEMY ADEMY ADEMY ADEMY andandandandand

VIRVIRVIRVIRVIRGINIA WGINIA WGINIA WGINIA WGINIA WOMEN’S INSOMEN’S INSOMEN’S INSOMEN’S INSOMEN’S INSTITUTE TITUTE TITUTE TITUTE TITUTE fffffororororor LEADERSHIP LEADERSHIP LEADERSHIP LEADERSHIP LEADERSHIP
2020202020111113 REUNION3 REUNION3 REUNION3 REUNION3 REUNION

SCHEDULE of EVENTS
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Letter from Brigadier General Michael Bissell

You are Welcome at Carroll House

Stuart Hall School has graciously decided to offer SMA alumni the use of its alumnae/i guest house, Carroll
House.  This is a wonderful opportunity to fulfill every SMA cadet’s dream of spending the night at Stuart Hall! 

Better yet, volunteer to be a docent for a day or weekend at the SMA Museum.  And spend the night and not
a fortune at Carroll House.

It’s also a great place to stay while visiting historic Staunton with its many fine shops, restaurants, and historic
and cultural amenities.

The Stuart Hall alum house is a charming colonial brick residence immediately adjacent to the north entrance
of Stuart Hall School. Formerly the home of Stuart Hall’s well-loved history teacher, Ann Carroll, it is owned by the
Stuart Hall School Foundation and managed by the Alum Council for the use of Stuart Hall alums and friends.

With an elegant living room, inviting gardens, charming porch swing, full kitchen, and three bedrooms, it’s an
ideal place to stay while in Staunton. Carroll House has one full bathroom located on the second floor – so it does
not have handicapped access.

It’s just a couple of blocks to all the fun downtown venues so come stay at Carroll House, have a mini-reunion
with your classmates, or bring your family.

Please coordinate with Ms. Ginger Henry at Stuart Hall, (540) 885-0356, to check for availability and make reservations.  It is usually
booked for major Stuart Hall event weekends.

Welcome to Carroll House!
402 Osage Place, Staunton, VA
Stuart Hall’s Alum House
(540) 885-0356 Contact: Ginger Henry

We hope you will be comfortable and will enjoy your stay. The Alum Council maintains this
residence for guests and alums of Stuart Hall.

Please pick up your key and register with Ginger Henry at the Phone Desk in Old Main and
indicate the names of all guests who will be staying and the dates of occupancy.

Costs:
• Overnight: $50 per room per night or $100 for two or more rooms.
• Special Weekends: During high use weekends (Alum Weekend, Gala, Graduation), the charge will be $65 per room per night or $130
for two or more rooms.
• Day Use: $100 for 3 hours or fewer; $200 for full day, plus a $30 housekeeping fee. Limit of 25 people.
• You may pay for your stay by check or credit card. Please make your check payable to Stuart Hall and note “Carroll House Fee.” You
should leave your check at the phone desk with Ms. Henry when you return your key. You may also pay by credit card by giving Ms.
Henry your card information at the time of check in or by phone in advance of your stay: (540) 885-0356.
• Tipping the housekeeping staff is appropriate.

About Carroll House:
The TV remote control is in the left-hand cabinet in the living room. The remote control for the gas logs in the living room is located on

top of the mantel. Please do not attempt to adjust the controls located at the base of the logs and be sure to turn off the logs anytime you leave
the house.

The thermostat for heat is also located in the living room. It is for heat only and does not control the air conditioning units. Please adjust
the thermostat to your comfort level but not above 75 degrees; when you leave, please turn the thermostat to 55 degrees. If you use the
window unit air conditioners, please turn them off when you depart.

If you use the kitchen facilities, please wash and put away all dishes and clean the kitchen after use.
The telephone number at Carroll House is (540) 885-6300. The telephone is for incoming, local, credit card calls, or outgoing collect

long distance calls. You will be responsible for any telephone charges to this number during your stay.
Smoking and drug use are strictly prohibited. No one under the age of 21 may rent Carroll House.
If you have any questions during your stay, you may call Ginger Henry at (540) 885-0356. Please let Ms. Henry know if any repairs need

to be made or if paper supplies need to be replenished. You are responsible for any damages incurred during your stay.
Thank you for your interest in Stuart Hall and your respect for our Alum House. We appreciate having you here and hope to have you

back soon!

MIND ? BODY ? HEART ? SPIRIT

Dr. Brenda Bryant
Dear VWIL Family,

I know you have already received a notification of Dr. Brenda Bryant’s death
Wednesday AM. After the College broke the news initially, I wanted to follow up with
Corps members, alums and other dear friends who would want to be aware of this and
kept in the loop as things develop.

As you know, Brenda has been battling cancer off and on for some time. As some of
you may be aware, she was battling her third bout of cancer this spring and summer. She
has spent the last 3 months battling hard and taking a multitude of tests and treatments.
According to doctors, this was the last good chance they had of stopping the spread of
cancer. She knew that this was an all-out effort and remained very concerned about it.
Several weeks ago, she was advised that there was not much more they could do to stop
the cancer from spreading. As all of you know, that did not stop Brenda from carrying on
through this very difficult period. She had asked me and others please not put out the
word to many people. As you know, Brenda did not want sympathy or attention. She was an amazing woman to be able to
hold this in all this time and carry on like there was nothing going on.

As all of us know, she loved VWIL—VWIL was her life. During the past eighteen years I have been with her, she has
never failed to make sure that VWIL was always at the forefront of all her concerns. She asked me about 3 weeks ago to
please not make a big scene about her departure and death but that we should carry on the great legacy she left us with pride,
integrity, and love. She left a tremendous mark on everybody that had anything to do with her. She was quiet, solemn and very
private about her own life and what she was doing. It has been very difficult for all of us to carry on and keep our promise to
her. Even in her last week, she was in touch with Dr. Fox asking her to send her things she could do at home. She never gave
up on VWIL. Just this past week she contacted me twice and asked if we could get together to talk about the Corps. You were
her friends and loved ones—you were her life. I had the great privilege of getting to know her and understand her and her views
and thoughts on the Corps as well as her views and thoughts on all of you. She loved VWIL to the bitter end. I, as well as all
of you will never forget this amazing woman. She loved all of you and was a great friend for me. I learned a lot from her and will
continue to learn from her legacy. She will be my idol for many years to come.

She did not want a funeral service but wanted a quiet immediate family gathering. However, we still want to show our love
and affection for her, what she stood for, and what she believed in—the VWIL Corps of Cadets. We will be scheduling
activities to commemorate Dr. Bryant and what she has done and what she believed in. I will do my best to keep you abreast
of plans as they are developed. She has talked to me on several occasions on what would be meaningful to her. In the near
future we will be having a Dr. Bryant get-together to recognize and pay tribute to all she has done, all she has cared about, and
I think, what she would like us to do to remember her and carry on her legacy. We will be scheduling an event at MBC in the
near future, which will be as she said, a happy event for us to remember the good times we had with her and a celebration of
her life and what she has done for all of us. We are in the planning stages right now of what we can do to commemorate her and
her love for the Corps and all of you.

Please, if you have any ideas or thoughts don’t hesitate to email me or call me to let me know what you think would be
appropriate and fitting. I will be in touch as soon as possible. Don’t hesitate to call: 540-887-7243 I would ask all of you to
capture your thoughts and your memories of Brenda until I get back to you with more definitive information of how we
celebrate her life.

Best wishes and love to you all,
Mike Bissell
540-887-7243

Dr. Brenda Bryant
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MEMORIAL GIFTS

� In memory of Craig Hanson, SMA ’74 and Richard Staunch, SMA ’60 by Susan Lambert Yates, Stuart Hall.

� In memory of William “Bill” Pandak by David Tinker, SMA ’69.

� In memory of Kenneth Boyd, SMA ’49 by Rosemary Boyd.

� In memory of Thomas W. Remaley, SMA ’75 by his parents, Robert and Rita Remaley.

sma legacy fund
The following alumni and friends have generously contributed to the SMA Legacy Fund.

NAME   CLASS
Barksdale, Robert B. 75
Bissett, William K. 74
Bond, James L. 51
Byington, Michael 61
Davis, Thomas 62
Dalbo, Dominic “Jack” 68
Dell Employee Giving Program Matching Gift: Parrino
Fileno DiGregorio Foundation (Richard ’45, Albert ’41, William ’41, Raymond ’43, Leonard ’47, and Ronald ’50)
Fuog, John L. 70
Garner John Michael 53
Gibson, Howard E. 45
Hanson, Craig E. 74
Hoffman, Hubert 62
Holmes, Burdette 62
Horvath, Robert 47
Hutton, Warren 75
Jenkins, Charles R. 53
Korvas, Anthony C. 59
Lawrence, Lee 56
Leigh, Edmund 74
Myers, Dr. William “Duke” 60
Norton, Robert 67
Orr, Mark 73
Painter, Simon M. 58
Parrino, Robert 75
Pfister, W. Charles 69
Phillips, Thomas E. B. 74
Poovey, Robert 60
Vaughan, John W. III 69
Walton, Frederick 33
Wolfe, Harold “Herk” and Patricia 49
Woody, Lee 47
Worth, Peter 57

VWIL        NEWS

Kable Legion of Honor

This order was established, and so named, in honor of the founder of the Staunton Military Academy, Captain William
Hartman Kable.  It represented the highest honor bestowed

by the Staunton Military Academy upon a graduating cadet and now is the highest
honor bestowed by the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership at

Mary Baldwin College.  It is awarded to the cadet whose record is most
conspicuous for leadership, good conduct, academic excellence,

integrity of character, poise and bearing, unselfishness, and
continuous loyalty to the highest standards of duty

and exemplary cadet life.
Presented by Allen Jones, SMA ’48 (awarded Legion of Honor in 1948)

Brittany Bullard
Cadet Bullard, from Springfield, VA,  graduated with a degree in International Economics and Business. She

commissioned in the United States Air Force.
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By Thomas A. Davis

I sense that many of the Alumni are confused by the various SMA entities.  In this article, I hope to make our finances
clearer for most of you.

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association -  This is the organization of the Alumni to which we pay dues.  The dues
are not deductible on our income tax return.  In IRS speak, we receive benefits for our payment and thus they cannot be
deductible.  The Kablegram, the reunion, the cadet store, and the alumni office expenses are paid from our dues. At the end of
the fiscal year (August 31), the accountant will advise us of the amount of the office expense that can be reimbursed by the
SMA Foundation.

Several years ago the late Horace Parsley SMA 33’ purchased the name Staunton Military Academy, Inc.  This was the
operating name of the academy.  He wanted to be sure that the name was protected.  This name is now owned by the Alumni
Association so that the Alumni will always be able to control the name.

Staunton Military Academy Foundation, Inc. -  This was the Foundation to provide scholarships for cadets to attend
Staunton Military Academy.  Some years ago, a new foundation was created to take the place of the older foundation.
Consequently, Staunton Military Academy Foundation, Inc. no longer exists.

SMA Foundation, Inc. – This foundation is a 501c3 charity as approved by the IRS.  It has several pockets which I will try
to explain below.

Unrestricted Fund – Your contributions to the annual fund are placed in the checking account for the Foundation.  The
Board of Directors for the Foundation controls what happens to these funds.  Part of the money is used to pay for the office.
But the majority is used to supplant the other funds as described below as the Board deems necessary.  You might think of the
as the Foundation’s operating account.

Endowment Fund – These funds are unrestricted donations in memory of individuals associated with SMA.  They are
available if the Foundation needs the funds.

Memorial Fund – Some years ago, some Alumni were concerned that many communities were tearing down memorials to
fallen soldiers of war.  They donated money for the specific purpose of providing for the recognition of SMA cadets killed in
action.  These funds cannot be used for any other purpose.  We currently have a little over $1,300 in this fund.

Museum Fund – These funds are for the maintenance and improvement of the Museum.  Brocky and Arlene Nicely do a
wonderful job keeping the Museum in shape.  Harry Bruckno and Jack Lowe did a great deal at the Museum when they were
on the Board.  This fund is about $3,800.

Scholarship Funds – The income generated by these funds is used for scholarships given by the Foundation to deserving
VWIL cadets.  We present these scholarships at the Reunion parade.  A key point here is that the staff at VWIL selects the
recipient of these funds.  In this way, we protect our non-taxable status.  Some alumni want to give funds to a specific cadet.
This runs a risk of upsetting our deductible status.  Therefore, the Board discourages such a step unless VWIL selects the
recipient.  This fund currently has about $69,000.

VWIL Initiative – This fund was established for those that wish to contribute to the VWIL program through the SMA
Foundation.  If funds go directly to Mary Baldwin College, we cannot be certain that they end up with VWIL.  Any funds in the
Initiative account can be requested by General Bissell.  He uses them judiciously.  There is currently over $12,000 in this fund.

Legacy Fund – This fund was established to preserve the SMA legacy.  As the number of living Alumni is reduced, the
Board wanted to provide funding for the preservation of the Foundation’s efforts.  The dues will not cover the office expense
forever.  Therefore, the income from this fund will be used to maintain the office and the Museum.  To the extent that we have
additional income beyond these needs, the income will be available to VWIL to replace the loss of our contributions.  We
currently have just short of $90,000 in this fund.  We expect to collect pledges in September that will take this fund over
$100,000.

Remember that payment of our dues is not tax deductible, but any payments to the Foundation are deductible as a 501c3
organization.

I hope this is helpful.  If you have questions, call the SMA office and they will give me your number to call you back.  Or you
can e-mail me at tomdavis@firstbank.com.

VWIL        NEWS

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2

Rising Sophomore demonstrating outstanding leadership ability.
Awarded $1,000 Scholarship and Certificate

Presented by Bill Bissett SMA ‘74
Teri Crouch

Cadet Crouch’s picture, hometown, and major were not available at time of publishing.

Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship

The Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship is sponsored by
Mrs. Donald Windley,  widow of Don Windley, a 1970 graduate of

Staunton Military Academy.  It has been established to honor her husband
and the SMA Principles of Truth, Duty, and Honor.

Awarded $500 Scholarship and Certificate
Presented by Brocky A. Nicely, SMA ‘65

Cadet Bruno, from Springfield, VA, is studying Sociology and Psychology with
 minors in Leadership and Peace Conflict Resolution. She plans to commission

in the Army National Guard.

Longyear Scholarship

Awarded to a Cadet that has make the most improvement in her
Leadership development within the Corps of Cadets.

Awarded $1,000 Scholarship and Certificate
Presented by George Fairlamb, SMA ‘60

Cadet Smith’s hometown and major were not available at press time.

Luz Bruno

Dalila Smith
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And How Was YOUR Summer Break?

2012-08-21

It’s not just the regular chorus of “yes ma’ams” and eye-catching uniforms that set Virginia
Women’s Institute for Leadership cadets apart from their Mary Baldwin College classmates.
Summer plans for this unique group of students often include spending weeks in environments
that push physical and emotional boundaries.

“No cadet just goes home and does nothing,” said VWIL senior Tesla Goodrich. “We’re just
not used to that.”

As they begin to return to campus this week, these future leaders are reflecting on time spent
these past few months preparing for their future careers in the military, traveling to Morocco,
Korea, Hawaii, Bahrain, and participating in training all over the United States. (See a slideshow
of contributed images on the VWIL Facebook page .)

Two cadets completed Air Force summer training and one cruised the Persian Gulf on the
USS Enterprise. Another completed Air Force basic training and started tech training. Four
completed Army basic training. Some cadets checked Cadet Troop Leader Training, or CTLT,
off their to-do lists and five cadets took part in Leadership Development and Assessment Course,
or LDAC, the centerpiece of the Army’s Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) program.

For her LDAC experience, Victoria Barrett ’13 spent her summer at Joint Base Lewis-McChord in Washington State enduring
physical fitness and navigation skills testing, conducting mock missions, and drilling in cultural awareness, weapons, first aid, and water
confidence. The 29 day-mission is designed to help participants overcome fears and reach beyond their comfort zones.

“You get to meet a lot of people from all over the country and it just really puts all the training you’ve learned in the past three years
to the test,” said Barrett, a cross-country runner and international relations major from Chesapeake.

ROTC experience at Virginia Military Institute helped prepare her for the physical challenges, Barrett said, but leadership training
in the VWIL program gave her a leg up in the various leadership roles she played at LDAC training, particularly when it came to
motivating others.

While Barrett used her VWIL-honed leadership skills to complete her summer training, Amanda Fadden ’15 gained an even greater
appreciation for the rights women enjoy here in the United States while in Morocco, where she spent two months in Arabic language
lessons.

“I’m not going to lie,” said Fadden, who hopes to use her newly acquired language skills in the military. “Being a first-year learner
… it was the most difficult language. But it was a really good program. I was in a class with others who also had never taken Arabic
before.”

The international relations and Asian studies major from Lexington, North Carolina, said that while there were plenty of positive
cultural lessons in Morocco, she witnessed a different standard for women in the Moroccan culture, and even some abuse.

“It was hard to swallow, “ Fadden said. “Being in VWIL, you know, it’s all about women’s empowerment.”
While Fadden and Barrett are back on campus preparing for the year ahead, other cadets, such as rising sophomore Tatiana

Western, are still taking advantage of the remaining days of summer break. Western is taking part this week in the Army Air Assault
training, where, in addition to various tactical skills, she’ll learn to rappel from a helicopter.

August 20, 2012

SUBJECT:  Commandant’s Annual Report to the SMA Alumni and VWIL Alumnae

Although I regret that my annual report is a little late getting into your hands this summer, I’m very proud of what we
accomplished this past year and incredibly optimistic and excited about the coming year and the future of VWIL.

As we look toward the next year, I’m very excited about the emphasis that Dr. Fox, president of MBC, is placing on VWIL.
Some weeks ago, Dr. Fox asked for input for a strategy to increase the Corps to 200 as fast as possible.  We can really feel the
energy and momentum as we see more attention and support for the program.

An increase in staff is the first step in that multi-part strategy. As most of you know, we have been running the program with
a significantly reduced staff these past three years, dwindling down to just myself and Karen Parker.  We now have a five-person

Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA

Rising senior demonstrating excellence in academics and leadership in the VWIL Corps.
Awarded $2,500 scholarship

Presented by Bill Bissett SMA ‘74

Cadet Goodrich, from Charlottesville, VA, majored in
Psychology and intends to attend law school.

Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship

Rising Junior demonstrating excellence in academics and
leadership in the VWIL Corps who will commission.

Awarded $2,500 scholarship
Presented by Bill Bissett SMA ‘74

Cadet Jackson, from Chesapeake, VA, is majoring in
Criminal Justice with a double minor in

Political Science and Sociology.
She will commission in the United States Air Force.

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 1

Rising Senior demonstrating outstanding leadership ability.
Awarded $1,000 Scholarship and Certificate

Presented by Bill Bissett SMA ‘74

Cadet Harrison, from Richmond, VA, is majoring in Sociology with
minors in Anthropology and Leadership Studies.  She plans to

commission in the United States Army.

Tesla Goodrich

Raven Jackson

Amanda Harrison
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staff and it’s so exciting I almost can’t stand it.  I will remain as Commandant and be overall responsible for the class system, the
regimental system, the physical training system, as well as liaison with SMA, fundraising, and recruitment.  Colonel Melissa
Patrick (USA - Ret.), who joined us this past January, will continue as the Deputy Commandant and will be responsible for
disciplinary actions as well as Corps guidance and direction.  Sarah Bailey, who graduated summa cum laude from Mary Baldwin
College this past year, joins us as a new office manager.  An additional distinction is that Sarah was a Residential College for
Women (RCW) student who was a member of the VWIL band for four years and actually held rank as a Sergeant in the Band.
Particularly dear to me, she is a phenomenal trumpet player and will help a great deal with the band this year.  Karen Parker
moves to academic advising for the Corps as well as budget management.  Gretchen Domaleski, who graduated in 2011 and who
was the president of Mary Baldwin Student Government Association and the second ranking cadet in the Corps, will become the
recruiting and retention officer for the Corps working for VWIL and Admissions.

In addition, I have been able to hire a band director who I hired at VMI years ago, Dr./Colonel John Brodie.   John will still
remain as the band and chorus director at VMI, but will be working for VWIL on a part-time basis.  John has an amazing
background from the Marine Corps and is an accomplished musician who has given trumpet concerts throughout many countries
to include China and Russia.  My goal is to increase the size of the Band to 50 members this next year and build a significantly
larger band in the future by integrating larger numbers of traditional students.  This summer, we successfully recruited 25 traditional
freshmen to play in the band, which helps to launch the rebuilding program.

Another aspect of support that Dr. Fox is emphasizing is that the Corps become one of the Senior Military Colleges.  The
Senior Military College designation brings status and prestige all its own that will put the program in a very elite group.  Currently,
VWIL is informally considered one of the Senior Military Colleges due to our relationship with the senior ROTC detachment at
VMI.  Designation as an SMC would include uniform allowances for cadets, relieving much pressure in the operating budget.

VWIL is going to continue to be more and more visible in national recognition through representation at many major events
nationwide.  This past year VWIL participated in the Women’s Memorial at the National Cemetery on Veteran’s Day with the
Color Guard and the Key Speaker for the Army being one of our graduates Mei-Ling Fye, former First Captain, Olmsted Scholar
and Marshall Award winner.  She was the first recipient of  the Kable Legion of Honor, SMA’s most prestigious award.  She is
presently seeking her master’s degree at William and Mary University.  The VWIL color guard also presented the colors for the
Joint Military Women’s Symposium, which is the largest gathering of military women in the world with 1700 participants, as well
as for the Army’s Surgeon General, who is the first female to hold that 3-star position.  This semester, we have been invited to
present the colors to open the Women’s Conference sponsored by Senator Mark Warner (Dem., Va.).  VWIL will be inviting
many more prominent speakers and VIPs to the college for leadership seminars.  Most recently, we have had Major General
(Retired) William Sutter who was clerk of the Supreme Court speak to the Corps and we are coordinating with the staff of Vice
Admiral Carol Pottenger, who is the senior female officer in the Navy, for a date when she can come as our guest speaker.  We
are pleased that VADM Pottenger has expressed strong interest in the program.

I continue to invite my Commandant’s Advisory Committee (CAC) to visit MBC each fall to hear briefings, meet with
Cadets, speak to the Corps, and to provide recommendations and advice on the future of the Corps.  That will be held this fall on
the 15th of September.

This summer we have had major improvements to Kable Dorm where the Juniors and Seniors live to include renovating the
restrooms, obtaining new furniture to include extra wardrobes to accommodate cadet uniforms and gear, and finishing off
improvements to the rooftop lounge area.

Let me now focus briefly on some of our accomplishments this past year and the future prospects of our matriculating class
this fall.  On a positive note, our ability to limit the number of morning formations has continued to provide successful results in
physical fitness and academic achievement for the Corps members.  As an example, ROTC programs have continued to come
here and support our demanding and stressful physical training requirements.  The numbers of cadets passing the physical training
requirements, or Strength Endurance Test (SET), continue to improve every semester.  The second area that I feel good about is
the academic improvements that we have made by limiting morning formations.  Last year’s freshman class had the highest GPA
average of all the gateways at MBC the first semester and finished the year with an average GPA just barely under 3.0.  In
another mark of academic achievement, seven VWIL seniors (1/3 of the graduating class) were selected to present their senior
projects at the Capstone Festival; this is the largest number of VWIL cadets selected for this honor.  Finally, we have had more
cadets (almost 50% of the Corps) wearing academic stars after the first semester than in previous years.  We will start the year
by awarding stars to 46% of the returning upper class women.

One of the areas that I am very concerned about this year is the fact that we have many more requirements for cadets to
go to VMI on a daily basis than we ever have before in the past.  The Navy and the Air Force are requiring all of their classes for
cadets to be taught at VMI.  This is a major change and will affect our vehicle use, budget, and mileage.  We have just bought an
additional van and are working hard to find a solution.

Today we had 50 freshmen at matriculation, which is a 19% increase from last year’s entering class.  They live from as far
away as Alaska to Virginia.  This includes 17 Navy cadets, 11 Air Force cadets, 14 Army cadets, 7 Marine cadets, and several that
are still in the process of deciding.  All indications are that this is a good class with many diverse backgrounds.  It should be a good
year.

This year promises many exciting opportunities for the Cadet Corps.  This would include an opportunity for the Corps to
participate in the President’s Inaugural Parade in DC in January.  We have been asked to submit an application for the Presidential
Inaugural parade but we do not know if we will be selected.  We were also pleased to be invited to participate in a new movie
being produced, Deck of Cards, although we won’t be able to do so.

I would be amiss if I did not mention our accomplishments in commissioning cadets this past year.  This last May we
commissioned 11 cadets out of 22 graduating cadets.  This included one Air Force and ten Army lieutenants.  I might add that the
number of females who commissioned from VWIL is higher than the number of females who commissioned from VMI and James
Madison combined.  In addition, we have had one three-year and four two-year Navy scholarships, four three-year Army scholarships
and one Air Force scholarship awarded this fall for cadets who are already in the Corps.  An interesting note is the fact that in the
past five years MBC has received just under three million dollars in scholarship revenues from the various services, not including
the scholarships just awarded.  The interest in commissioning continues to grow each year.  Right now, over 50% of the senior
class and close to 66% of the junior class intends to commission, most in the United States Army.  I hope we can continue this with
the hope of becoming a full-fledged Senior Military College.

As I close, I am much saddened by the loss of my dear friend and colleague, Dr. Brenda Bryant, who passed away last week.
She was a strong, confident role model for all our women for so many years and was so strong, courageous and humble as she
faced her own mortality.  Like so many of you, I will miss her immensely as we enter a new year without her.  As we look toward
the future of VWIL with a larger, more robust Corps of Cadets, we are building on her legacy.

In closing this yearly report I would like to inform you of some of the significant dates in hopes that you may be able to join
the VWIL family as you have done in the past.

August 20 Matriculation of the nULL Class

September 2  Induction Parade for the Class of 2016 at 2pm

September 14  Academic Awards Parade at 4pm

September 15 Commandant’s Advisory Committee Meets at MBC

October 5-7 Family Weekend (VWIL Parade Oct. 6 at 4pm)

October 13 Color Guard: Women’s Conference at Roanoke at 9am

November 8 Veteran’s Ceremony at MBC Office of Higher Education at 12:00pm

November 10 Corps Marches in Roanoke Veterans Day Parade at 11:00am

November 16-17 Junior Dad’s   (Honor Ceremony 4pm on the 16th)

November 26 Staunton Christmas Parade 5:30pm

December 7 Lexington Christmas Parade 7pm

January 11 Academic Awards

February 16 Rites of Passage nULL Class

March  15-16 St. Patrick’s Day Corps Trip and Parade

March 22-23 VWIL/SMA Reunion Weekend

(Military Ball at 8pm on the 22nd; Parade at 12:00pm on the 23rd)

April 12-13 MBC Reunion Weekend (Parade at 4pm on the 13th)

May 17-18 Commencement Weekend

(Commissioning at 10am on the 18th; Change of Command at 2pm on the 18th)

I want to thank all of you for your support of VWIL over the past year!

N. Michael Bissell

Brig. Gen. U.S. Army 

Commandant of Cadets
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staff and it’s so exciting I almost can’t stand it.  I will remain as Commandant and be overall responsible for the class system, the
regimental system, the physical training system, as well as liaison with SMA, fundraising, and recruitment.  Colonel Melissa
Patrick (USA - Ret.), who joined us this past January, will continue as the Deputy Commandant and will be responsible for
disciplinary actions as well as Corps guidance and direction.  Sarah Bailey, who graduated summa cum laude from Mary Baldwin
College this past year, joins us as a new office manager.  An additional distinction is that Sarah was a Residential College for
Women (RCW) student who was a member of the VWIL band for four years and actually held rank as a Sergeant in the Band.
Particularly dear to me, she is a phenomenal trumpet player and will help a great deal with the band this year.  Karen Parker
moves to academic advising for the Corps as well as budget management.  Gretchen Domaleski, who graduated in 2011 and who
was the president of Mary Baldwin Student Government Association and the second ranking cadet in the Corps, will become the
recruiting and retention officer for the Corps working for VWIL and Admissions.

In addition, I have been able to hire a band director who I hired at VMI years ago, Dr./Colonel John Brodie.   John will still
remain as the band and chorus director at VMI, but will be working for VWIL on a part-time basis.  John has an amazing
background from the Marine Corps and is an accomplished musician who has given trumpet concerts throughout many countries
to include China and Russia.  My goal is to increase the size of the Band to 50 members this next year and build a significantly
larger band in the future by integrating larger numbers of traditional students.  This summer, we successfully recruited 25 traditional
freshmen to play in the band, which helps to launch the rebuilding program.

Another aspect of support that Dr. Fox is emphasizing is that the Corps become one of the Senior Military Colleges.  The
Senior Military College designation brings status and prestige all its own that will put the program in a very elite group.  Currently,
VWIL is informally considered one of the Senior Military Colleges due to our relationship with the senior ROTC detachment at
VMI.  Designation as an SMC would include uniform allowances for cadets, relieving much pressure in the operating budget.

VWIL is going to continue to be more and more visible in national recognition through representation at many major events
nationwide.  This past year VWIL participated in the Women’s Memorial at the National Cemetery on Veteran’s Day with the
Color Guard and the Key Speaker for the Army being one of our graduates Mei-Ling Fye, former First Captain, Olmsted Scholar
and Marshall Award winner.  She was the first recipient of  the Kable Legion of Honor, SMA’s most prestigious award.  She is
presently seeking her master’s degree at William and Mary University.  The VWIL color guard also presented the colors for the
Joint Military Women’s Symposium, which is the largest gathering of military women in the world with 1700 participants, as well
as for the Army’s Surgeon General, who is the first female to hold that 3-star position.  This semester, we have been invited to
present the colors to open the Women’s Conference sponsored by Senator Mark Warner (Dem., Va.).  VWIL will be inviting
many more prominent speakers and VIPs to the college for leadership seminars.  Most recently, we have had Major General
(Retired) William Sutter who was clerk of the Supreme Court speak to the Corps and we are coordinating with the staff of Vice
Admiral Carol Pottenger, who is the senior female officer in the Navy, for a date when she can come as our guest speaker.  We
are pleased that VADM Pottenger has expressed strong interest in the program.

I continue to invite my Commandant’s Advisory Committee (CAC) to visit MBC each fall to hear briefings, meet with
Cadets, speak to the Corps, and to provide recommendations and advice on the future of the Corps.  That will be held this fall on
the 15th of September.

This summer we have had major improvements to Kable Dorm where the Juniors and Seniors live to include renovating the
restrooms, obtaining new furniture to include extra wardrobes to accommodate cadet uniforms and gear, and finishing off
improvements to the rooftop lounge area.

Let me now focus briefly on some of our accomplishments this past year and the future prospects of our matriculating class
this fall.  On a positive note, our ability to limit the number of morning formations has continued to provide successful results in
physical fitness and academic achievement for the Corps members.  As an example, ROTC programs have continued to come
here and support our demanding and stressful physical training requirements.  The numbers of cadets passing the physical training
requirements, or Strength Endurance Test (SET), continue to improve every semester.  The second area that I feel good about is
the academic improvements that we have made by limiting morning formations.  Last year’s freshman class had the highest GPA
average of all the gateways at MBC the first semester and finished the year with an average GPA just barely under 3.0.  In
another mark of academic achievement, seven VWIL seniors (1/3 of the graduating class) were selected to present their senior
projects at the Capstone Festival; this is the largest number of VWIL cadets selected for this honor.  Finally, we have had more
cadets (almost 50% of the Corps) wearing academic stars after the first semester than in previous years.  We will start the year
by awarding stars to 46% of the returning upper class women.

One of the areas that I am very concerned about this year is the fact that we have many more requirements for cadets to
go to VMI on a daily basis than we ever have before in the past.  The Navy and the Air Force are requiring all of their classes for
cadets to be taught at VMI.  This is a major change and will affect our vehicle use, budget, and mileage.  We have just bought an
additional van and are working hard to find a solution.

Today we had 50 freshmen at matriculation, which is a 19% increase from last year’s entering class.  They live from as far
away as Alaska to Virginia.  This includes 17 Navy cadets, 11 Air Force cadets, 14 Army cadets, 7 Marine cadets, and several that
are still in the process of deciding.  All indications are that this is a good class with many diverse backgrounds.  It should be a good
year.

This year promises many exciting opportunities for the Cadet Corps.  This would include an opportunity for the Corps to
participate in the President’s Inaugural Parade in DC in January.  We have been asked to submit an application for the Presidential
Inaugural parade but we do not know if we will be selected.  We were also pleased to be invited to participate in a new movie
being produced, Deck of Cards, although we won’t be able to do so.

I would be amiss if I did not mention our accomplishments in commissioning cadets this past year.  This last May we
commissioned 11 cadets out of 22 graduating cadets.  This included one Air Force and ten Army lieutenants.  I might add that the
number of females who commissioned from VWIL is higher than the number of females who commissioned from VMI and James
Madison combined.  In addition, we have had one three-year and four two-year Navy scholarships, four three-year Army scholarships
and one Air Force scholarship awarded this fall for cadets who are already in the Corps.  An interesting note is the fact that in the
past five years MBC has received just under three million dollars in scholarship revenues from the various services, not including
the scholarships just awarded.  The interest in commissioning continues to grow each year.  Right now, over 50% of the senior
class and close to 66% of the junior class intends to commission, most in the United States Army.  I hope we can continue this with
the hope of becoming a full-fledged Senior Military College.

As I close, I am much saddened by the loss of my dear friend and colleague, Dr. Brenda Bryant, who passed away last week.
She was a strong, confident role model for all our women for so many years and was so strong, courageous and humble as she
faced her own mortality.  Like so many of you, I will miss her immensely as we enter a new year without her.  As we look toward
the future of VWIL with a larger, more robust Corps of Cadets, we are building on her legacy.

In closing this yearly report I would like to inform you of some of the significant dates in hopes that you may be able to join
the VWIL family as you have done in the past.

August 20 Matriculation of the nULL Class

September 2  Induction Parade for the Class of 2016 at 2pm

September 14  Academic Awards Parade at 4pm

September 15 Commandant’s Advisory Committee Meets at MBC

October 5-7 Family Weekend (VWIL Parade Oct. 6 at 4pm)

October 13 Color Guard: Women’s Conference at Roanoke at 9am

November 8 Veteran’s Ceremony at MBC Office of Higher Education at 12:00pm

November 10 Corps Marches in Roanoke Veterans Day Parade at 11:00am

November 16-17 Junior Dad’s   (Honor Ceremony 4pm on the 16th)

November 26 Staunton Christmas Parade 5:30pm

December 7 Lexington Christmas Parade 7pm

January 11 Academic Awards

February 16 Rites of Passage nULL Class

March  15-16 St. Patrick’s Day Corps Trip and Parade

March 22-23 VWIL/SMA Reunion Weekend

(Military Ball at 8pm on the 22nd; Parade at 12:00pm on the 23rd)

April 12-13 MBC Reunion Weekend (Parade at 4pm on the 13th)

May 17-18 Commencement Weekend

(Commissioning at 10am on the 18th; Change of Command at 2pm on the 18th)

I want to thank all of you for your support of VWIL over the past year!

N. Michael Bissell

Brig. Gen. U.S. Army 

Commandant of Cadets
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And How Was YOUR Summer Break?

2012-08-21

It’s not just the regular chorus of “yes ma’ams” and eye-catching uniforms that set Virginia
Women’s Institute for Leadership cadets apart from their Mary Baldwin College classmates.
Summer plans for this unique group of students often include spending weeks in environments
that push physical and emotional boundaries.

“No cadet just goes home and does nothing,” said VWIL senior Tesla Goodrich. “We’re just
not used to that.”

As they begin to return to campus this week, these future leaders are reflecting on time spent
these past few months preparing for their future careers in the military, traveling to Morocco,
Korea, Hawaii, Bahrain, and participating in training all over the United States. (See a slideshow
of contributed images on the VWIL Facebook page .)

Two cadets completed Air Force summer training and one cruised the Persian Gulf on the
USS Enterprise. Another completed Air Force basic training and started tech training. Four
completed Army basic training. Some cadets checked Cadet Troop Leader Training, or CTLT,
off their to-do lists and five cadets took part in Leadership Development and Assessment Course,
or LDAC, the centerpiece of the Army’s Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) program.

For her LDAC experience, Victoria Barrett ’13 spent her summer at Joint Base Lewis-McChord in Washington State enduring
physical fitness and navigation skills testing, conducting mock missions, and drilling in cultural awareness, weapons, first aid, and water
confidence. The 29 day-mission is designed to help participants overcome fears and reach beyond their comfort zones.

“You get to meet a lot of people from all over the country and it just really puts all the training you’ve learned in the past three years
to the test,” said Barrett, a cross-country runner and international relations major from Chesapeake.

ROTC experience at Virginia Military Institute helped prepare her for the physical challenges, Barrett said, but leadership training
in the VWIL program gave her a leg up in the various leadership roles she played at LDAC training, particularly when it came to
motivating others.

While Barrett used her VWIL-honed leadership skills to complete her summer training, Amanda Fadden ’15 gained an even greater
appreciation for the rights women enjoy here in the United States while in Morocco, where she spent two months in Arabic language
lessons.

“I’m not going to lie,” said Fadden, who hopes to use her newly acquired language skills in the military. “Being a first-year learner
… it was the most difficult language. But it was a really good program. I was in a class with others who also had never taken Arabic
before.”

The international relations and Asian studies major from Lexington, North Carolina, said that while there were plenty of positive
cultural lessons in Morocco, she witnessed a different standard for women in the Moroccan culture, and even some abuse.

“It was hard to swallow, “ Fadden said. “Being in VWIL, you know, it’s all about women’s empowerment.”
While Fadden and Barrett are back on campus preparing for the year ahead, other cadets, such as rising sophomore Tatiana

Western, are still taking advantage of the remaining days of summer break. Western is taking part this week in the Army Air Assault
training, where, in addition to various tactical skills, she’ll learn to rappel from a helicopter.

August 20, 2012

SUBJECT:  Commandant’s Annual Report to the SMA Alumni and VWIL Alumnae

Although I regret that my annual report is a little late getting into your hands this summer, I’m very proud of what we
accomplished this past year and incredibly optimistic and excited about the coming year and the future of VWIL.

As we look toward the next year, I’m very excited about the emphasis that Dr. Fox, president of MBC, is placing on VWIL.
Some weeks ago, Dr. Fox asked for input for a strategy to increase the Corps to 200 as fast as possible.  We can really feel the
energy and momentum as we see more attention and support for the program.

An increase in staff is the first step in that multi-part strategy. As most of you know, we have been running the program with
a significantly reduced staff these past three years, dwindling down to just myself and Karen Parker.  We now have a five-person

Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA

Rising senior demonstrating excellence in academics and leadership in the VWIL Corps.
Awarded $2,500 scholarship

Presented by Bill Bissett SMA ‘74

Cadet Goodrich, from Charlottesville, VA, majored in
Psychology and intends to attend law school.

Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship

Rising Junior demonstrating excellence in academics and
leadership in the VWIL Corps who will commission.

Awarded $2,500 scholarship
Presented by Bill Bissett SMA ‘74

Cadet Jackson, from Chesapeake, VA, is majoring in
Criminal Justice with a double minor in

Political Science and Sociology.
She will commission in the United States Air Force.

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 1

Rising Senior demonstrating outstanding leadership ability.
Awarded $1,000 Scholarship and Certificate

Presented by Bill Bissett SMA ‘74

Cadet Harrison, from Richmond, VA, is majoring in Sociology with
minors in Anthropology and Leadership Studies.  She plans to

commission in the United States Army.

Tesla Goodrich

Raven Jackson

Amanda Harrison



—12—

THE VARIOUS STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY ENTITIES

—17 —
VWIL.VWIL.VWIL.VWIL.VWIL..Continued on page 18

VWILVWILVWILVWILVWIL..Continued from page 16
By Thomas A. Davis

I sense that many of the Alumni are confused by the various SMA entities.  In this article, I hope to make our finances
clearer for most of you.

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association -  This is the organization of the Alumni to which we pay dues.  The dues
are not deductible on our income tax return.  In IRS speak, we receive benefits for our payment and thus they cannot be
deductible.  The Kablegram, the reunion, the cadet store, and the alumni office expenses are paid from our dues. At the end of
the fiscal year (August 31), the accountant will advise us of the amount of the office expense that can be reimbursed by the
SMA Foundation.

Several years ago the late Horace Parsley SMA 33’ purchased the name Staunton Military Academy, Inc.  This was the
operating name of the academy.  He wanted to be sure that the name was protected.  This name is now owned by the Alumni
Association so that the Alumni will always be able to control the name.

Staunton Military Academy Foundation, Inc. -  This was the Foundation to provide scholarships for cadets to attend
Staunton Military Academy.  Some years ago, a new foundation was created to take the place of the older foundation.
Consequently, Staunton Military Academy Foundation, Inc. no longer exists.

SMA Foundation, Inc. – This foundation is a 501c3 charity as approved by the IRS.  It has several pockets which I will try
to explain below.

Unrestricted Fund – Your contributions to the annual fund are placed in the checking account for the Foundation.  The
Board of Directors for the Foundation controls what happens to these funds.  Part of the money is used to pay for the office.
But the majority is used to supplant the other funds as described below as the Board deems necessary.  You might think of the
as the Foundation’s operating account.

Endowment Fund – These funds are unrestricted donations in memory of individuals associated with SMA.  They are
available if the Foundation needs the funds.

Memorial Fund – Some years ago, some Alumni were concerned that many communities were tearing down memorials to
fallen soldiers of war.  They donated money for the specific purpose of providing for the recognition of SMA cadets killed in
action.  These funds cannot be used for any other purpose.  We currently have a little over $1,300 in this fund.

Museum Fund – These funds are for the maintenance and improvement of the Museum.  Brocky and Arlene Nicely do a
wonderful job keeping the Museum in shape.  Harry Bruckno and Jack Lowe did a great deal at the Museum when they were
on the Board.  This fund is about $3,800.

Scholarship Funds – The income generated by these funds is used for scholarships given by the Foundation to deserving
VWIL cadets.  We present these scholarships at the Reunion parade.  A key point here is that the staff at VWIL selects the
recipient of these funds.  In this way, we protect our non-taxable status.  Some alumni want to give funds to a specific cadet.
This runs a risk of upsetting our deductible status.  Therefore, the Board discourages such a step unless VWIL selects the
recipient.  This fund currently has about $69,000.

VWIL Initiative – This fund was established for those that wish to contribute to the VWIL program through the SMA
Foundation.  If funds go directly to Mary Baldwin College, we cannot be certain that they end up with VWIL.  Any funds in the
Initiative account can be requested by General Bissell.  He uses them judiciously.  There is currently over $12,000 in this fund.

Legacy Fund – This fund was established to preserve the SMA legacy.  As the number of living Alumni is reduced, the
Board wanted to provide funding for the preservation of the Foundation’s efforts.  The dues will not cover the office expense
forever.  Therefore, the income from this fund will be used to maintain the office and the Museum.  To the extent that we have
additional income beyond these needs, the income will be available to VWIL to replace the loss of our contributions.  We
currently have just short of $90,000 in this fund.  We expect to collect pledges in September that will take this fund over
$100,000.

Remember that payment of our dues is not tax deductible, but any payments to the Foundation are deductible as a 501c3
organization.

I hope this is helpful.  If you have questions, call the SMA office and they will give me your number to call you back.  Or you
can e-mail me at tomdavis@firstbank.com.

VWIL        NEWS

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2

Rising Sophomore demonstrating outstanding leadership ability.
Awarded $1,000 Scholarship and Certificate

Presented by Bill Bissett SMA ‘74
Teri Crouch

Cadet Crouch’s picture, hometown, and major were not available at time of publishing.

Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship

The Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship is sponsored by
Mrs. Donald Windley,  widow of Don Windley, a 1970 graduate of

Staunton Military Academy.  It has been established to honor her husband
and the SMA Principles of Truth, Duty, and Honor.

Awarded $500 Scholarship and Certificate
Presented by Brocky A. Nicely, SMA ‘65

Cadet Bruno, from Springfield, VA, is studying Sociology and Psychology with
 minors in Leadership and Peace Conflict Resolution. She plans to commission

in the Army National Guard.

Longyear Scholarship

Awarded to a Cadet that has make the most improvement in her
Leadership development within the Corps of Cadets.

Awarded $1,000 Scholarship and Certificate
Presented by George Fairlamb, SMA ‘60

Cadet Smith’s hometown and major were not available at press time.

Luz Bruno

Dalila Smith
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MEMORIAL GIFTS

� In memory of Craig Hanson, SMA ’74 and Richard Staunch, SMA ’60 by Susan Lambert Yates, Stuart Hall.

� In memory of William “Bill” Pandak by David Tinker, SMA ’69.

� In memory of Kenneth Boyd, SMA ’49 by Rosemary Boyd.

� In memory of Thomas W. Remaley, SMA ’75 by his parents, Robert and Rita Remaley.

sma legacy fund
The following alumni and friends have generously contributed to the SMA Legacy Fund.

NAME   CLASS
Barksdale, Robert B. 75
Bissett, William K. 74
Bond, James L. 51
Byington, Michael 61
Davis, Thomas 62
Dalbo, Dominic “Jack” 68
Dell Employee Giving Program Matching Gift: Parrino
Fileno DiGregorio Foundation (Richard ’45, Albert ’41, William ’41, Raymond ’43, Leonard ’47, and Ronald ’50)
Fuog, John L. 70
Garner John Michael 53
Gibson, Howard E. 45
Hanson, Craig E. 74
Hoffman, Hubert 62
Holmes, Burdette 62
Horvath, Robert 47
Hutton, Warren 75
Jenkins, Charles R. 53
Korvas, Anthony C. 59
Lawrence, Lee 56
Leigh, Edmund 74
Myers, Dr. William “Duke” 60
Norton, Robert 67
Orr, Mark 73
Painter, Simon M. 58
Parrino, Robert 75
Pfister, W. Charles 69
Phillips, Thomas E. B. 74
Poovey, Robert 60
Vaughan, John W. III 69
Walton, Frederick 33
Wolfe, Harold “Herk” and Patricia 49
Woody, Lee 47
Worth, Peter 57

VWIL        NEWS

Kable Legion of Honor

This order was established, and so named, in honor of the founder of the Staunton Military Academy, Captain William
Hartman Kable.  It represented the highest honor bestowed

by the Staunton Military Academy upon a graduating cadet and now is the highest
honor bestowed by the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership at

Mary Baldwin College.  It is awarded to the cadet whose record is most
conspicuous for leadership, good conduct, academic excellence,

integrity of character, poise and bearing, unselfishness, and
continuous loyalty to the highest standards of duty

and exemplary cadet life.
Presented by Allen Jones, SMA ’48 (awarded Legion of Honor in 1948)

Brittany Bullard
Cadet Bullard, from Springfield, VA,  graduated with a degree in International Economics and Business. She

commissioned in the United States Air Force.
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Letter from Brigadier General Michael Bissell

You are Welcome at Carroll House

Stuart Hall School has graciously decided to offer SMA alumni the use of its alumnae/i guest house, Carroll
House.  This is a wonderful opportunity to fulfill every SMA cadet’s dream of spending the night at Stuart Hall! 

Better yet, volunteer to be a docent for a day or weekend at the SMA Museum.  And spend the night and not
a fortune at Carroll House.

It’s also a great place to stay while visiting historic Staunton with its many fine shops, restaurants, and historic
and cultural amenities.

The Stuart Hall alum house is a charming colonial brick residence immediately adjacent to the north entrance
of Stuart Hall School. Formerly the home of Stuart Hall’s well-loved history teacher, Ann Carroll, it is owned by the
Stuart Hall School Foundation and managed by the Alum Council for the use of Stuart Hall alums and friends.

With an elegant living room, inviting gardens, charming porch swing, full kitchen, and three bedrooms, it’s an
ideal place to stay while in Staunton. Carroll House has one full bathroom located on the second floor – so it does
not have handicapped access.

It’s just a couple of blocks to all the fun downtown venues so come stay at Carroll House, have a mini-reunion
with your classmates, or bring your family.

Please coordinate with Ms. Ginger Henry at Stuart Hall, (540) 885-0356, to check for availability and make reservations.  It is usually
booked for major Stuart Hall event weekends.

Welcome to Carroll House!
402 Osage Place, Staunton, VA
Stuart Hall’s Alum House
(540) 885-0356 Contact: Ginger Henry

We hope you will be comfortable and will enjoy your stay. The Alum Council maintains this
residence for guests and alums of Stuart Hall.

Please pick up your key and register with Ginger Henry at the Phone Desk in Old Main and
indicate the names of all guests who will be staying and the dates of occupancy.

Costs:
• Overnight: $50 per room per night or $100 for two or more rooms.
• Special Weekends: During high use weekends (Alum Weekend, Gala, Graduation), the charge will be $65 per room per night or $130
for two or more rooms.
• Day Use: $100 for 3 hours or fewer; $200 for full day, plus a $30 housekeeping fee. Limit of 25 people.
• You may pay for your stay by check or credit card. Please make your check payable to Stuart Hall and note “Carroll House Fee.” You
should leave your check at the phone desk with Ms. Henry when you return your key. You may also pay by credit card by giving Ms.
Henry your card information at the time of check in or by phone in advance of your stay: (540) 885-0356.
• Tipping the housekeeping staff is appropriate.

About Carroll House:
The TV remote control is in the left-hand cabinet in the living room. The remote control for the gas logs in the living room is located on

top of the mantel. Please do not attempt to adjust the controls located at the base of the logs and be sure to turn off the logs anytime you leave
the house.

The thermostat for heat is also located in the living room. It is for heat only and does not control the air conditioning units. Please adjust
the thermostat to your comfort level but not above 75 degrees; when you leave, please turn the thermostat to 55 degrees. If you use the
window unit air conditioners, please turn them off when you depart.

If you use the kitchen facilities, please wash and put away all dishes and clean the kitchen after use.
The telephone number at Carroll House is (540) 885-6300. The telephone is for incoming, local, credit card calls, or outgoing collect

long distance calls. You will be responsible for any telephone charges to this number during your stay.
Smoking and drug use are strictly prohibited. No one under the age of 21 may rent Carroll House.
If you have any questions during your stay, you may call Ginger Henry at (540) 885-0356. Please let Ms. Henry know if any repairs need

to be made or if paper supplies need to be replenished. You are responsible for any damages incurred during your stay.
Thank you for your interest in Stuart Hall and your respect for our Alum House. We appreciate having you here and hope to have you

back soon!

MIND ? BODY ? HEART ? SPIRIT

Dr. Brenda Bryant
Dear VWIL Family,

I know you have already received a notification of Dr. Brenda Bryant’s death
Wednesday AM. After the College broke the news initially, I wanted to follow up with
Corps members, alums and other dear friends who would want to be aware of this and
kept in the loop as things develop.

As you know, Brenda has been battling cancer off and on for some time. As some of
you may be aware, she was battling her third bout of cancer this spring and summer. She
has spent the last 3 months battling hard and taking a multitude of tests and treatments.
According to doctors, this was the last good chance they had of stopping the spread of
cancer. She knew that this was an all-out effort and remained very concerned about it.
Several weeks ago, she was advised that there was not much more they could do to stop
the cancer from spreading. As all of you know, that did not stop Brenda from carrying on
through this very difficult period. She had asked me and others please not put out the
word to many people. As you know, Brenda did not want sympathy or attention. She was an amazing woman to be able to
hold this in all this time and carry on like there was nothing going on.

As all of us know, she loved VWIL—VWIL was her life. During the past eighteen years I have been with her, she has
never failed to make sure that VWIL was always at the forefront of all her concerns. She asked me about 3 weeks ago to
please not make a big scene about her departure and death but that we should carry on the great legacy she left us with pride,
integrity, and love. She left a tremendous mark on everybody that had anything to do with her. She was quiet, solemn and very
private about her own life and what she was doing. It has been very difficult for all of us to carry on and keep our promise to
her. Even in her last week, she was in touch with Dr. Fox asking her to send her things she could do at home. She never gave
up on VWIL. Just this past week she contacted me twice and asked if we could get together to talk about the Corps. You were
her friends and loved ones—you were her life. I had the great privilege of getting to know her and understand her and her views
and thoughts on the Corps as well as her views and thoughts on all of you. She loved VWIL to the bitter end. I, as well as all
of you will never forget this amazing woman. She loved all of you and was a great friend for me. I learned a lot from her and will
continue to learn from her legacy. She will be my idol for many years to come.

She did not want a funeral service but wanted a quiet immediate family gathering. However, we still want to show our love
and affection for her, what she stood for, and what she believed in—the VWIL Corps of Cadets. We will be scheduling
activities to commemorate Dr. Bryant and what she has done and what she believed in. I will do my best to keep you abreast
of plans as they are developed. She has talked to me on several occasions on what would be meaningful to her. In the near
future we will be having a Dr. Bryant get-together to recognize and pay tribute to all she has done, all she has cared about, and
I think, what she would like us to do to remember her and carry on her legacy. We will be scheduling an event at MBC in the
near future, which will be as she said, a happy event for us to remember the good times we had with her and a celebration of
her life and what she has done for all of us. We are in the planning stages right now of what we can do to commemorate her and
her love for the Corps and all of you.

Please, if you have any ideas or thoughts don’t hesitate to email me or call me to let me know what you think would be
appropriate and fitting. I will be in touch as soon as possible. Don’t hesitate to call: 540-887-7243 I would ask all of you to
capture your thoughts and your memories of Brenda until I get back to you with more definitive information of how we
celebrate her life.

Best wishes and love to you all,
Mike Bissell
540-887-7243

Dr. Brenda Bryant
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wailing away at me and I did what we were taught to do in that circumstance. I hid my head behind the gloves, moved to the ropes,
and waited to get out of that mess. I stuck out my left to hit him and move to the left. It didn’t work, a right hook put my lights out,
and I woke up on the floor with Joe Bunsa, the referee counting. I’m told; I rolled out of the ring, and then back. It seemed like an
eternity and I thought no, I do not want to continue this. However, I got up at the count of eight. Bunsa looked at me and then
Major Joe put his arm around my shoulders and sat me down on the stool. Christ, I was glad of that. Later Major Joe tried to
console me, but I was just glad it was over.

On another occasion I fought a 200-pound opponent about my size. I was a lot better fighter than he and hit him so often my
arms felt as though they would fall off.  He just wouldn’t go down. I won by a unanimous decision, and I felt sorry for him. We met
at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel where we were taken to eat after the matches. The captain of his team said my opponent had
never been knocked out, but had not won many fights. When we spoke, I noticed his left ear was purple and later Major Joe said
I had kept hitting him with the same right hook that had knocked me out the week before. Well I won a few and lost a few. But the
association with Major Joe Taylor had a profound effect on my life. Joe Bunsa the referee had been a boxer at SMA and went on
to a Professional career. He made it into “BELIEVE IT OR NOT”, By Ripley, by virtue of having to knock out his opponent twice
in order to win a fight. The first time he hit the referee also, and knocked him out too. The opponent got up first and Joe had to do
it again to win the fight.

Other members of the team included Major Joe’s son, “Little Joe” at 135 lbs. A tough kid who was a leader and won every
fight he fought. Stanley Scott and George Giannaris were co-Captains. Giannaris is retired in Pennsylvania and races horses.
Mergentime, who fought 119 lbs., is now in the Washington, DC, area and owns the Mergentime Construction Co. a huge
operation, and that, by the little guy of the team. Dick Weller, who lost his life in Korea, Sandy Rankin, Dave Cameron, Ralph
Smith, Bill Davis the First Captain that year, and Johnny Hilton, were some of the boxers on the last SMA boxing team.

After I graduated I got a call from John Hilton who lived in the Akron area, and he asked me to come down and do some club
fighting. He said the winner got 20 dollars and the loser got ten. I politely declined the offer.

Editor’s note.  This is the first of four installments of Joe Horvath’s Life as a Cadet articles.  Joe writes a great tale!

LIFELIFELIFELIFELIFE..Continued from page 8

SMA Graduate Awards U.S. Basketball Team the Gold

RENEE FOPALAN, GMA NEWS August 13, 2012 12:53am

The International Olympic Committee’s representative to the Philippines awarded the
gold medals to the Americans Monday, after Team USA beat Spain, 107-100, in the
championship round at the 2012 Olympic Games.  Francisco Elizalde was present at the
men’s basketball awarding ceremonies to award the gold medals to team USA.

According to his IOC profile, Elizalde has been a member of the IOC since 1985.
Born in Samar in 1932, Elizalde studied at various American academic institutions, including

the Loyola School in New York, Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, Virginia, and Harvard University in
Massachusetts, where he became the manager of the university swim team.

Mr. Elizalde was a former president of the National Football Federation and is a current member of the National
Olympic Committee.

Editor’s note.  This announcement was published in the GMA News on gmanetwork.com. Francisco Elizalde
graduated from SMA in 1950.

Cadet Elizalde in 1950

articles

Friday, March 22, 2013 (on former SMA campus)
9:30 - 11:30 am: SMAAA Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall)

10:00 am – 4:00 pm: SMA/VWIL Museum Open

11:00 am - 3:30 pm: Registration (Mess Hall)

4:00 pm: Honor Ceremony with Howie Rifles Performance (Kable Hall Courtyard)

5:00 pm: Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside of the SMA/VWIL Museum)

6:00 - 8:00 pm: Reception and Dinner (SMA Mess Hall)

8:00 - 11:00 pm: VWIL Military Ball (SJH) (Open to all SMA alumni who wish to attend)

Cost: $15.00/person (not included in SMA Reunion price)Please send $15.00 per person (with
names attending) to General Bissell, VWIL Headquarters, MBC, Staunton, VA 24402.  Deadline:
March 18, 2013

Dress: Formal, Military or Business.

Saturday, March 23, 2013 (on former SMA campus & Stonewall Jackson Hotel)
11:30 - 4:00 pm: SMA/VWIL Museum Open

9:15 - 9:45 am: Registration for those who have not registered (SMA Mess Hall)

10:00 - 11:30 am: Annual SMA/VWIL Alumni Membership Meeting (SMA Mess Hall)

10:00 - 11:30 am: Women’s Group “Get Together” (VWIL Room in SMA Mess Hall)

Women’s Group “Get Together” for all wives/guests of Alumni. This is a very informal get
together during the time the alumni will be attending the annual meeting.  VWIL Cadets will
be present to answer questions and give updates on the accomplishments of the VWIL
Program.  Refreshments will be served.

12:30 pm: SMA/VWIL Parade

SMA Alumni will form up on the asphalt at 11:45 am to follow the VWIL Corps of Cadets onto
Kable Field.

1:15 – 2:15 pm: VWIL/SMA Lunch (Parade Field)

2:15 - 5:30 pm: Free time for alumni and guests

Visit the museum, connect with former classmates, shop or tour the city.

5:00 - 6:00 pm: Registration for those who have not yet registered (Lobby of SJH)

6:00 - 7:00 pm: Banquet Reception (cash bar) (Lobby of SJH)

7:00 - 10:00 pm: Alumni Banquet (SJH Banquet Room)

10:00 pm until: Nostalgia Time

Sunday, March 24, 2013    8:30 am-12:00 pm:  SMA/VWIL Museum Open

SSSSSTTTTTAAAAAUNTUNTUNTUNTUNTON MILITON MILITON MILITON MILITON MILITARARARARARY AY AY AY AY ACCCCCADEMY ADEMY ADEMY ADEMY ADEMY andandandandand
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SCHEDULE of EVENTS
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reunion 2013 - guest speaker

Letters.Letters.Letters.Letters.Letters..Continued on page 26

Photo to the right; back row, Major Joe Taylor, Dave Camron, Bill Weller,
Bob Horvath, Mathews, (MGR.) Middle Row; Ralph Smith, Sandy Rankin,
Mergentime, George Giannaris, Bill Hilton, George Callahan, Front;
Little Joe Taylor, Stanley Scott.

While eating, I chanced to glance at the next table. I’ll be damned if they
didn’t have pieces of tenderloin but no T-bone. Well guys, even then, in those
young and tender years, I was no dummy. I got the message loud and clear
that the table next to us got better food. That evening at the canteen I asked
Chick the headwaiter, how I could get transferred to the favored table. Chick

said he would see what he could do, as he rubbed his
thumb and fingers together. I got that message also and
winked an agreement. The next evening Major Joe came over to me and asked how much I weighed. Like a
dummy I still didn’t get the connection and replied 185 pounds. Major Joe rubbed his chin and said “well we
will fatten you up some”, and with that he moved me to the table near the door. Wow, I didn’t get everything
I wanted but the portions were larger, the cuts of meat were better and most of the time we could get
seconds, at least I could as the team heavyweight.

Even a blind pig finds an acorn occasionally. Then, later, it dawned on me that I was now a boxer. No
Shit! That night, I started on Tommy Thompson, my roommate about the fine food and seconds, and he almost
fell for it. It took me three more weeks to convince Tommy to come down to the gym and try out.

Major Joe put him in the ring and I volunteered to spar with Tommy. Hell I didn’t want one of the other
guys to try and show off and give him a hard time. We fought three rounds, and I made sure Tommy got in
some good shots. I hit him a couple times, but I made sure they were not hard blows. In any event, Tommy
was a tough guy who could take it as well as give it. On the way back to the Mess Hall, [we frequently ate
after mess was over, so we could have more time in the gym and some of the boxers got special diets.]

Tommy and I agreed it was a good way to stay in shape for football, and that it would be intimidating for our opponents to hear we
were boxers. I thought I had Tommy convinced.

My scheme involved getting a bigger person to come out for the team. Perfect, Tommy weighed 215 against my 185. That
should make Major Joe happy. Now my problem was how to bow out gracefully. I considered getting hurt, but I was sure the
coach would get wise to that. How about having my father call the school and forbid me to box. Hell, Dad was so proud that I was
about to get my face rearranged that he would never do it. It left me with one alternative, and that was to just quit the team and
be a coward. Well, that was better than getting beat up every week.

I made up my mind to tell Major Joe on the following Wednesday, after practice. Well it just seemed as though Wednesday
would never come. I kept encouraging Thompson and he seemed ready to become the new SMA heavyweight. Wednesday
practice came and Tommy didn’t show up for practice. Anxiously, I waited for him to show up. Reluctant to say anything about his
absence, I went through the exercises, calisthenics, and shadow boxing. ten minutes on the heavy bag and it was my turn to go
three rounds in the ring. I put on the cup, breast pad and headgear, still no Thompson, then Major Joe said, “Weller you and
Horvath go three rounds, Thompson decided he didn’t like boxing.” Hell I didn’t particularly like it either, but between my pride and
not wanting to leave the Major without a heavyweight, I became the last SMA heavyweight, and I have the 1946 VIRGINIA ALL
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP GLOVE, in brass to prove it.

In the fall of 1946, it was announced in the Staunton local newspaper that Staunton Military Academy was dropping the boxing
program. Although it was said that there was a lack of cadet participation, the truth is that it was, next to football, the most popular sport.
More likely, the owners of the school decided to save some money by not supporting the sport, or Major Joe was tired of coaching. Joe
Taylor Jr. was graduating, and The Major had coached his son to a State championship. Thus, the “45” “46” season was the last season
for boxing. That year the team won the State championship, and SMA dominated the individual All State awards.

Was I a good boxer? I have asked myself that question and the best answer is “fair!” At 185 pounds I fought heavyweight and
never fought anyone my size. They were always bigger, older, or more experienced. Well, why did I fight, the answer is that I was
16 years of age at the time.
One opponent was an ex Marine, six foot two inches about 215 pounds. The first round we felt each other out. In the corner Major
Joe said “stay in close to him, he has a long reach”. Right! At the bell for the second round, he ran across the ring and started

1946 Virginia State Champions

Arlene, June 1, 2012
At our last board meeting (Stuart Hall) we voted to extend our Alumnae/I House to our friends at SMA and AMA. I am not sure who I

should send this to for approval to have it printed in The Kablegram.  The “You Are Welcome to Carroll House” letter makes mention of
volunteers for the Museum.  I am not sure, if you have volunteers from SMA and that may be left off. I was thinking it might work for some
of your out of town board members. I know the guys like the SJH, but they could save some money by staying at CH and then donate it to
SMA. It would be a win-win for everyone.

Susan Yates

Editor’s Note:  The Carroll House is a colonial brick residence located adjacent to the north entrance to Stuart Hall School.  The letter of
invitation and Carroll House guidelines are printed in this issue.

———————————————————————————————————————————————————
Editor’s note.  The following email was sent to Tom Phillips (SMA ’74) in response to his eloquent tribute to his friend and classmate, Craig
Hanson (printed in our July issue).

Good morning, Tom. June 6, 2012
I was on a business trip and did not get your communication until today. I missed the last two reunions as you know and was in shock to
hear about Craig. I did not know he was ill.

I started attending the reunions late. However, the four that I did attend Craig was there each step, making me feel comfortable with
reuniting with old friends. It seems that the pictures that I have of the reunions, he is usually in all of the pictures.
My prayers go out to his family. His quiet, deliberate focus and gentleman ways will be missed. However, we can all rejoice in having known
him.

Al Rossy, SMA’74

———————————————————————————————————————————————————
Editor’s note: The next two emails (to and from Jim Littlefield of the Post Road Review) enabled us to reprint our front page article, “The
Ring”.  Thank you, Arlene and Jim.
From: SMA Alumni Assn. July 09, 2012
To: jnlittlefield@ct.metrocast.net
Subject: ring article
Mr. Littlefield,

Larry Butterfield sent me your article on the “mystery ring” from Staunton Military Academy. I am emailing you to ask your
permission to reprint your article in our newsletter (Kablegram) to be read by our alumni. It is such an interesting article and would be
enjoyed by those who attended our academy. Of course it would be reprinted as written with your name as the writer of such. Please
email me your reply for we would so like to have our alumni enjoy it as much as I did.

letters/e-mails to the editor

The Reunion Committee is proud to announce that Brigadier General Doyle Broome, the President of
Hargrave Military Academy, has agreed to be the guest speaker at our combined SMA/VWIL Reunion (March
22 & 23).

Brigadier General Doyle D. “Don” Broome, Jr., (U.S. Army, Retired) began his duties as the tenth President
of Hargrave Military Academy on June 24th, 2011.  In this role he is responsible for the mental, physical, spiritual
and character development of over 300 young men every year.  Additionally, he is responsible to the Trustees for
the overall operations of the Academy.

He is a 1975 graduate (Distinguished Military Student) of Georgia Military College.  He received a commission
as an Army 2d Lieutenant via the Early Commissioning program; he entered active duty as a 19-year old infantry
platoon leader. Through night and weekend classes, and eventually the Degree Completion Program he earned
a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration (Management) from Troy University, graduating Cum Laude.
Later, he earned a Master of Science in History from the Army’s Command and General Staff College.

General Broome’s career spanned service in Infantry, Special Forces and Aviation units across 32 years,
which included combat, training and disaster assistance operations.  His last active duty assignment was as the

Deputy Commanding General, US Army Cadet Command at Fort Monroe, VA.  In this role he was responsible for increasing Army ROTC accessions
and commissions, revamping the Army ROTC nursing program and overseeing the ROTC programs at the nation’s eleven military colleges.

General Broome’s military education includes: the Infantry Officer Basic and Advanced Courses; the Special Forces Qualification Course; the
Aviation Qualification Course; the Command and General Staff College; and the Air War College.

General Broome and his wife, Donna reside in the Hargrave President’s House in Chatham, VA.  They have three children: Trey, a Doctor
of Pharmacy, married to Betsy who is a cardiac care Registered Nurse, they are the parents of Parker and Sawyer; David an active duty Army
Captain, married to Stefanie, a cardiac care Registered Nurse, they are the parents of Ellery; Danielle, married to Sam who is completing a degree in
finance, a recent graduate of the University of Alabama, where she majored in Middle Eastern Studies and Arabic.
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there. Later I found out I was in the company of some very fine and accomplished football stars in their respective high schools.
“OK”, he said and directed me to get a uniform. Now I knew how to put on
a hockey uniform but this was strange stuff. With the help of several of the
team I managed to get dressed and followed the others down a hill and onto
the practice field. Everyone gathered around Chubby and he assigned me to
be a tackle. We trotted around the practice field and the scrimmage started.
The first team lined up and Chubby said I should stop the person with the ball.
The ball was snapped, and I stood up to see who had it. After I picked myself
up from the ground he said, “You’re supposed to tackle the man with the
ball.” “This guy knocked me down coach.”  I replied. “ Well don’t let him,”
said Chubby. The next time I stuck my hand in the face of my opponent, and
he still knocked me down. The two who committed all the mayhem on me
were a cadet named Reed and another named Halsey White. Both senior
linemen and both built like bulldogs. Halsey was the first person I ever saw
wearing contact lenses. They were full half hemispheres and I shuddered to
see him put them in. Unfortunately, Halsey couldn’t see more than 18 inches without them. Maybe that’s why he was so mean on
the football field. I would like to say that I caught on and tackled the ball carrier that day. The truth is that I got the living dog crap
kicked out of me that day. The learning continued, and I became the second string guard on a very good football team in 1945. We
lost only one game that season, and that, to Gramby High School from Norfolk, Virginia. Gramby was the nations leading high
school football team in 1945. The quarterback on Gramby’s team was Chuck Stobbs, who went on to fame and fortune as a
professional baseball player. Chuck was one great Quarterback, who could throw the football right handed, as well as left-handed
.My roommate became a starter, and although I felt envious, I was rather proud of him. We had a starting tackle and a second
string guard in room 301and we were both rats.

The 1945 football team was the start of a three-year dynasty, and our record proves it. Virtually the whole team got scholarships
to college. We placed repeatedly on the All State teams with people like Bob Spears, son of Doc Spears who played for the Canton
Bulldogs while attending and playing for Dartmouth. Bob made the All State Team three years in football, basketball, and track.
Receiving a scholarship to Yale, Bob was a three points plus student at SMA. Others that came to play in “45” and were All State
Bob picket, now an attorney, Allen Jones, also an attorney, Joe Butler, Tommy Thompson, Bob Horvath, a Landscape Architect,
and Wood Beasley. Some of these fellows were on scholarship, which I only recently found out. But they made All State teams at
their respective positions, and the team was All State for three years. Spears later captained the Yale football team and shortly
after graduating, he was struck with polio. This was a tragedy, for an athlete of Bob’s talent. With his usual determination, Bob
went on to become an executive with The Republic Steel Co. in Cleveland and has retired to his home in Pepper Pike Ohio not too
far from my home in Chardon Ohio. I am sure others on the team went on to college and to notable achievements in their lives
after school but I have not followed their careers. More details, about other friends, in the next year’s history.

BOXING 1945 1946
This story, in 2 parts was written April 11, 1997 to John Deal “49” and a group of SMA graduates who met “On Line”

and told stories of their days as cadets. It is a true story and shows how fate steps in and can influence the course of ones
life. Now, 52 years later, I look back with pride at my efforts.

HOW BOB HORVATH GOT TO BE SMA’s LAST HEAVYWEIGHT BOXER
The story begins in the Mess Hall on a Saturday night, it was the night we ate T–bone steaks. The week before, our Chief

[Cadet Slang for waiter in the Mess Hall] named Archie had not been tipped very well and our food was lacking in quantity and
quality. During football season, Maj. Joe [The officer in charge of the mess hall] saw to it that we were well fed. But we had just
ended the season. If you remember, the boxing table was next to the kitchen door. There were three tables to a chief, and ours,
Archie, had the boxing table, and two football tables,

This particular day we got our steaks and most of them had the tenderloin part of the T-bone missing. We complained to
Archie, and he looked at us and grumbled. We all got the message, and finished dinner. The next Friday we made sure to tip the
expected twenty-five cents each.

By the way....we would still like to have the ring come “home”.

Take care. Arlene
Later that same day, Jim replied…
From: jnlittlefield@ct.metrocast.net July 9, 2012
To: smaalumni@msn.com
Subject: RE: ring article

Arlene,
Thank you so much for the comments on the article. You have my permission to reprint the article as written. I should tell you that

I teach anthropology at East Lyme High School and my classes go out into the local community for six weeks out of every semester, to
do an archeological dig. Most of my articles in the Post Road Review deal with artifacts (or bodies) that we have found over the years.
Larry Butterfield was my first principal when I started in the system in 1966. He has followed our discoveries in the Post Road Review
since his retirement and contacted me about the ring he found. I have been pushing Larry to return the ring to you as I feel artifacts,
generally speaking, should be returned to their place of origin.

Jim

(P.S. Did not have many specific responses, but of those I did have, the readership was overwhelming in favor of returning the ring to
Staunton to be displayed there. Also I would love it if any of your readership had specific information on dating that find!.....That would
also make a good article and widen the scope of the investigation!)
———————————————————————————————————————————————————
To all the “Old Boys”, August 16, 2012
I have been blessed in my time with SMAAA to have met many wonderful people. Dr. Bryant ranked high on this list. She was a
remarkable woman who guided many to make good choices in their lives even when to do otherwise would have been easier. She will
be missed by all who had the privilege of her friendship and guidance.

Arlene Nicely
SMA Alumni Association

———————————————————————————————————————————————————
Secretary, Staunton Military Alumni Association 8/22/2012
Dear Secretary,

We regret to inform you that our son, Thomas W. Remaley, SMA ’75, passed away on October 21, 2011.  He was buried with full
military honors in the Indiantown Gap National Cemetery, Annville, PA.

Tom attended SMA for two school years.  While there, he was instrumental in initiating a wrestling program.  He was undefeated
in regular wrestling matches during his two seasons at SMA and lost at the state tournament to the state champion in 1974.  In 1975, he
won the Virginia State Independent School Wrestling Championship and was named the Most Outstanding Wrestler of the tournament.
In that final match, he defeated the prior year champ.  Some years ago, Tom donated his trophies to the Staunton School Museum.

Tom received a BA in Accounting from Lycoming College in 1979.  He was commissioned an officer in the Army Air Defense
Artillery and served on active duty for three and one-half years as a Platoon Officer and Company Executive Officer, all but six months
in Germany, and separated as a First Lieutenant.  After his military service, he was employed in the computer industry.
Sincerely,

Robert and Ruth Remaley
Editor’s note.  Some of the details in this letter are included in Cadet Remaley’s listing in our TAPS section.
———————————————————————————————————————————————————
Staunton Military Academy 8/29/2012

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Nicely,
I want to thank you for your kindness during my recent visit to the museum.  I really enjoyed my “journey down memory lane”.  As

I said to you, “you almost brought a tear or two to me”.  Thank you so much.
As a side note… my mother passed away in 1958 at the age of 49.  She died still believing her son was going to a school where they

made S.M.A. baby formula.
Thank you again.  It was nice meeting you, and I look forward to being with you again.

Best to you,

Bill Thompson, SMA ’46-’49 (would have been class of ’51)
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Port,” a large opening and the only entrance to the barracks, the cadet made a left turn and walked around the barracks hugging
the wall to reach the stairway on the far side. He was allowed to use to use this stairway only, to reach his gallery. If he was
unlucky enough to live on a gallery near the entrance, he had to retrace his steps to get to his room. This was a problem for those
rats, and they would sneak up the nearer stairs. If caught, they received extra duty or a swat with a broom, administered by an Old
Boy. For offenses that were more serious, the old boys would gather and try to break the broom handle by swatting the rat on the
butt. Sounds cruel, but soon enough discipline was established, and some of the older Old Boys (mostly athletes) would keep the
more rambunctious from injuring the younger and smaller cadets. The ultimate defense for a rat, was a challenge to fight.
Generally, a pair of boxing gloves would be obtained, the combatants would go in a room with another larger and stronger cadet to
watch, and prevent injury. They would go at it until one of the participants quit.
PHOTO to the right was taken during one of these fights in North Barracks that took place in the quadrangle, where everyone
watched. Occasionally, if it was a bitter dispute it would be a bare-knuckle affair and the witness in the room was responsible to
see that there were no serious injuries.

This describes a few of the things that converted a wild, unmanageable, unruly, undisciplined youth in a matter of months, into
a responsible young man. Did it work for all the boys who came to the school? Obviously not, and those few who rebelled were
asked to leave. I speak for myself when I say the school changed me. In my second
year I began to take an interest in studies, athletics, my future, and I became a cadet
officer reaching the rank of Cadet Captain. Out of some 560 cadets, there were only
fifteen or so captains, so I feel I did well in the military area. By mid term of my
second year, I looked forward to the most challenging courses. solid geometry,
trigonometry, chemistry, and others, that served me well when I reached college.

A NORMAL DAY
A normal day consisted of the following schedule. There were exceptions and

variations but this is what we normally did every weekday.

6:15 6:30 Calisthenics on the asphalt.
6:30 7:00 Wash and dress for breakfast.
7:00 7:30 Formation marches into the Mess Hall and eats.
7:30 8:00 Clean up rooms make beds, inspection and get to classes.
8:00 12:30 Classes with a 15-minute break at mid morning.
12:45 1:30 Formation marches into mess hall and noon meal.
1:45 3:45 Military drill, marching mostly, but other activities also.
3:45 5:45 Free time, athletics, marching for punishment, study time,
5:45 6:30 Retreat, Formation, and march to dinner.
6:30 7:30 Free time.
7:30 8:30 Study must be at desk, no radios, and inspection to enforce this.
8:30 8:45 Break time.
8:45 9:45 More study, you were not allowed on a bed.
9:45 10:00 Taps, lights out, inspections.

Saturdays involved room inspections, and extended drill in the morning that lasted to mess at 12: 45. After mess, we were free
to do as we pleased but could not leave the academy grounds. There were football games, basketball track, and intramural sports.
After evening mess, we had free time until taps. Sundays we marched to church, I chose to be a Presbyterian because it was the
closest church. Sunday evening we studied for classes on Monday, and so it went all year.

FOOTBALL AND BOXING (1945 & 1946)
The photoson the next page were taken in the fall of 1945 when Dad and Emma drove down to see a game. They had never

seen the school and I often wonder if they were curious as to what type of place they had sent me to. They came to Staunton at
least once a year, and came to my graduation in June of 1947.They never came to The University of Florida except for my
graduation. The building behind us is the front of North Barracks.
My introduction to football came when I reported to the bottom of the stairs next to North Barracks. Way down below the gym
was the football dressing room. I reported as directed by Coach Simmons, “Chubby” behind his back. He looked at me and asked
what position I played. “I haven’t” I replied. The room grew quiet, and I knew, I was the only non-experienced football player

Lt. Colonel Franklin Garrett Cowie, Jr., SMA ‘43

Lt. Colonel Franklin Garrett Cowie       (Cadet Cowie in 1943)

Editor’s Note:  Lt. Colonel Franklin Garrett Cowie was
included in our TAPS listing in the May 2010 issue.  His
widow, Maureen Ann Cowie, recently asked us to provide
her mailing address to anyone who remembers her
husband. So, any of you Old Boys remembering Colonel
Cowie can send your memories to a very nice lady.
Maureen Ann Cowie, 12916 Jasper Way, Salinas,
CA 93906.

Dubuc, Michael A., SMA ‘57

Michael A. Dubuc, 73, of Centerville, died at home
Friday, July 29. Michael was a graduate of Staunton

Military Academy and
Miami University, a United
States Marine, a member
of Pi Kappa Alpha
Fraternity, and a long-time
employee of the Rike’s Department
Stores.
The son of Paul Houston and Helen
Aimar Dubuc, late of Shelby
(Richland County), Ohio, Michael
is survived by his wife, Judith Allen
Dubuc, by sons Paul Houston and

John Allen Dubuc, by his daughter in-law Valerie Parnell Dubuc,
and by his grandsons Jack and Ryan Dubuc. He is also survived
by his sister and brother in-law, Sheila Dubuc McCurry and
Sam McCurry.

Published in Dayton Daily News from July 31 to August
3, 2011

Edward B. Jones, SMA ‘41

Edward B. Jones, former director
of Greenwich Hospital in Greenwich,
CT, passed away with his family by
his side at his home at The Landings
on Skidaway Island in savannah,
Georgia on June 2, 2012.  Mr. Jones
was nearing his 90th birthday.

Mr. Jones was born in Glenshaw,
PA on June 10, 1922.  He attended Shaler High school in
Glenshaw, Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, VA,

and graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Duke
University in 1949.  From 1943 to 1945 he
was a Pilot Rating Instructor for aviation
cadets in the Army air Corps.  He was
recalled into the air Force and piloted a B26
on 32 missions during the Korean War.

He earned his MS in Medical and
Hospital Administration at the University
of Pittsburgh in 1955 and became Assistant
Administrator at Sewickley Valley Hospital.
In 1958, he joined Passavant Hospital as

Administrator of the Relocation Program.  From 1959 to 1963,
he was Executive Assistant to the Vice Chancellor for Health
Professions and Assistant Professor for Health Professions
in the University of Pittsburgh’s Graduate School for Public
Health.

From 1963 to 1967, Mr. Jones served as Associate Director
of Greenwich Hospital, living with his family in Old
Greenwich, CT.  He went on to direct the design
and construction of the existing Children’s Hospital
at Philadelphia as Executive Vice President, and
returned to serve as Director of Greenwich Hospital
from 1973 to 1983.  During his tenure, the hospital
underwent its first major expansion of facilities with
the construction of the east wing of the hospital.

Mr. Jones was an outstanding athlete, excelling
in football, basketball, and baseball in college, and an
avid golfer and fisherman; always a very loyal

supporter of Duke University and the Pittsburgh Steelers.
Mr. Jones had retired to The Landings on Skidaway Island

in Savanah, GA in 1984 and was married to Sally F. Jones,
also from Glenshaw, PA, for 57 years, until her death in 1998;
they had four children.  He is survived by his second wife,
Constance M. Jones, and by his children, Edward C. Jones,
MD (Mary) Greenwich, CT, Sally Jo Jones Nantucket Island,
Kathy Ashton (David) Henniker, NH, and Wendy Gay (Milton)
Atlanta, GA.  In addition to his children, he is survivied by nine
grandchildren and nine great grandchildren; all who loved him
dearly.

James Leon Lobbestael, SMA ‘57

James Leon Lobbestael, 73, of
Sebring, Florida, passed away
Wednesday, June 20, 2012, in Sebring.
He was born October 31, 1938, to
Alexander J. and Helen M. (Burrell)
Lobbestael in Ypsilanti, Michigan, and
went to a Cherry Hill, Michigan two-
room schoolhouse during his elementary
years that Henry Ford had built. He

 Cadet Dubuc in 1957

Edward Jones

Cadet Jones in 1941 Cadet Lobbestael
in 1957
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trips were the best at Christmas since all the girls’ schools in Virginia let out at the same time. We played cards, sang songs, talked,
and generally bothered the other passengers. The Chesapeake and Ohio railroad was being improved constantly. It was a pleasure
to eat in the dinning cars, spotless with clean white tablecloths. The waiters were neat in their clean, pressed uniforms, and the food
was hot and well prepared. What a contrast to the conditions that existed in the sixties and seventies! The auto might have caused
the demise of passenger travel on the railroads, but if they had been able to sustain the level of service I experienced in the late
forties, it may have survived. In 1945 and 1946, on the trips during the daylight hours, it was common to see troop trains. These
were mostly box cars, filled with service men returning from Europe. We would travel with service men on board our trains,
especially at Christmas, but the majority of them traveled in boxcars with bunks installed. Certainly, it was not luxurious, but I’m
sure these men were only concerned with getting home.

We would arrive in Staunton in the morning, and take a cab up to the Hill, as the school was known. The station in Staunton
looks today just as it did fifty two years ago. The big change is in the station interior that is now a trendy bar and restaurant.

THE FIRST DAY
My arrival that first trip was in mid morning, on a sunny day in September. I carried my enormous suitcase to a waiting cab. It

was a Cadillac Limousine. For me? A passing thought, but alas there were only two cabs waiting, and the limo driver was faster on
his feet. “To Staunton Military Academy please” I said. “ OK, are you a new boy?” he asked. Hell, he knew I was; only a New
Boy or Yankee would pronounce Stanton, as Staunton. I quickly learned to leave the “u” out of the pronunciation. Up the steep,
narrow streets, just as bad or even worse than Pittsburgh. After a short drive, he let me off on a large asphalt parking lot. This was
the area where I would appear at least three times every day on the Hill for the next two and a half years. The cabby said, “Go to
the steps, turn right and see the Commandant,” and with that he was gone, and I stood there alone. Picking up the huge suitcase,
I started for the stairway and got about twenty feet when a short man who looked like a roly-poly, grabbed my arm. He was
dressed in a white T-shirt and a pair of gray sweatpants. “Hey, do you play football?” he asked. “No” I answered. I didn’t know
who this fat guy was; so I thought I would be polite and get on with my business. Not to be put aside, he said “Be down the stairway
behind us at four o’clock”. He left, and I went on my way. Little
did I know that that conversation would be one of the most important
in my whole life. The first person I met at SMA was Ralph
Simmons the football coach. I had no idea who Ralph Simmons
was at the time.

I checked in and was told that my roommate had arrived the
day before, and we were rooming in 301, South Barracks. Off I
went and found room 301 and my roommate for the next two and
a half years. James Thompson, a husky bruiser from Fenton,
Michigan.  He and I were destined to live together and share
good times and bad. We were to raise hell, become entrepreneurs,
get kicked out of South Barracks our second year, and have many
adventures. I don’t ever remember a fight or even a strong
disagreement between us during that time. Was it faith that placed
me in a room with an experienced football player? Surely, the
school had no way of knowing that I would turn out to be an
athlete. On the other hand, was it just coincidence? Once we separated, we didn’t meet again until I met Tommy in Staunton this
summer of 1997 at a reunion. Our room in South Barracks was about 12 by 14 feet with a single window opposite the door. The
window looked out upon the Asphalt where all formations were held, and upon the commandant’s office, and the Mess Hall. At the
far end of the Asphalt was a five-story building, known as North Barracks that housed three floors of rooms for cadets. On the
ground floor were classrooms, the post office, and the library. The library held nothing but text and reference books, since we had
precious little time to read for pleasure. Below the library was the main gym, and below that was the football teams’ dressing room
and shower. South and North Barracks were both built with quadrangles. That is, an open area in the center, without a roof,
surrounded with rooms. The rooms were reached by climbing stairs and walking around on a gallery that fronted the rooms.
Anyone who has seen a film of a prison can easily visualize the set up. South was the barracks that housed the Rats or New Boys
and some fortunate Old Boys whose duty it was to maintain discipline. Of course, this was what is known as the Plebe system at
West Point and is much watered down today. All Old Boys had rats for room orderlies to clean their rooms, in addition to cleaning
their own rooms every morning. All rats were expected to “Fin Out.” This meant walking while in South Barracks, with the arms
to the sides and the palms of the hands facing forward with the chin resting on the chest. When entering South through the “Sally

attended Roosevelt School in Ypsilanti and transferred to
Plymouth School in Plymouth, MI, then attended Staunton
Military Academy in Staunton, VA, graduating in 1957.
He attended Eastern Michigan College for one year before
starting classes with Ford Motor Company for draftsman.

He worked for Ford Motor Company in Dearborn, MI,
for 30 years as draftsman in EEE building, retiring and moving
to Sebring in 1989. He played hockey, baseball, softball, golf
and bowling throughout his life, but golf was his interest during
his retirement.

He was a member and past President at Pinecrest Golf
and Country Club in Avon Park, Florida and played in Golfweek
Seniors tournaments around the state of Florida. He is survived
by his wife of 41 years, Donna Lobbestael of Sebring; son,
David G. Lobbestael and wife Tonya; grandson, James; grand-
daughter, Jordan of Summerville, SC; and sister, Joanne
Hildinger, Ann Arbor, MI. He was preceded in death by his
brother, David Lobbestael.

Paul Manning Price, SMA ‘70

Paul Manning Price, an
extraordinary friend, teacher,
editor and musician, died on
July 15, 2012 at his home in
Chapel Hill, N.C.,
surrounded by his family and
friends. He was 59 years old.

Paul was born in Ankara,
Turkey, on Dec. 23, 1952,
the son of Darrell Manning Price and
Anna Maldari Price, marking the

beginning of a full life roaming. He Graduated from
Staunton Militiary Academy in 1970.  In 1974 he graduated
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill with a
B.A. in international studies, one of the first students to do so.
He was later an influential and admired teacher at UNC.

In 1986 Paul assisted Dr. Lou Lipsitz in producing a
political science textbook, American Democracy, and in 1995
became assistant director at the University Center for
International Studies (now called the Center for Global
Initiatives) at UNC. He lectured at the University of Asmara,
Eritrea, worked in various capacities in Boston and San
Francisco, and, as a child of a U.S. Diplomatic Corps family,
he lived in the Middle East and Southeast Asia as well. He
was, in every respect, a man of the world.

From 1999 until his retirement in January 2012, Paul was
a member of the Social Science Research Council in New
York City. In his role as editorial and communications director,
he oversaw the publication of books, created promotional
materials and directed internal communications, always with
an eye to quality and integrity, and served as a key advisor to

the council president. He is remembered by all as a giving and
perceptive mentor whose wise counsel changed lives. While
at the Research Council, he was associate editor of the Oxford
Dictionary of the Social Sciences (Oxford University Press,
2002), and co-editor of Understanding September 11 (The New
Press, 2002).

Paul seemed to have led two lives: one as a social scientist
and the other as an inspired professional musician. Much like
his hero, Paul McCartney, he was a producer, songwriter,
vocalist, piano player, lead guitarist, rhythm guitarist and bass
guitarist in many Chapel Hill bands, from the 1970s to the
1990s, including Luthermoon, Toulouse T’Trek, the Swamis,
the Emperors of Ice Cream and Lud. His last CD, which he
composed and produced, was with the Morays, in New York
City; it’s called Everything Will Be Alright. He was writing
and recording music until the end. Music was his last and
greatest love.

Paul Price is survived by his
wife, Kelli Ervin-Price, of Durham,
N.C.; his brother, James Wilson

Price, of Salisbury, N.C.;
his sister, Valerie Anne
Price, of Carrboro, N.C.;
and many cousins, aunts
and uncles in North
Carolina, Massachusetts,
California and Italy.

Lamont Pugh, SMA ‘50

Lamont Pugh, 80, a 40 year resident
of Naperville, IL, passed away
peacefully on May 4, 2012 at Tabor
Hills Healthcare Center, Naperville.
He was born in Norfolk, VA on
August 17, 1931.
Lamont is survived by his beloved
wife of 53 years, Jo Edith; his loving
children, Catherine (Michael)
Ferguson of Darien, IL and Lamont
(Rebecca) Pugh, III of Naperville, IL;
and his cherished grandchildren, Caroline and Shannon
Ferguson and Danielle and Alexander Pugh. He was preceded
in death by his parents, Rear Adm. Herbert Lamont Pugh,
USN and Martha Catherine Pugh.
Lamont graduated from Staunton Military Academy,
Staunton, VA. He then attended the University of Virginia
and proudly served in the United States Marine Corps. Upon
his honorable discharge, Lamont earned his BS in Accounting
from Southeastern University in Washington, D.C.

Cadet Price in 1970

Paul Manning Price

Cadet Pugh in 1950
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Well I cooked my own goose. Screwed up in school, became a budding alcoholic, was approached by friends to get involved
in some illegal acts, and now I’m on the way to a school I have never seen, where I know no one, in a State where I have never
been. Fortunately, I never gave it a thought. I was conditioned to do what Dad said, and I accepted what he chose for me without
question. Was it a lack of maturity, courage, what amongst the boys is commonly called “lack of balls.” Maybe a little of all three.
I had been brought up to have respect for my elders, and I blame some of it on that.

Watch how my character changes and I resist being just one of the guys. A military environment instills discipline, but it can
also destroy individuality. The combination of cadet to cadet discipline (the rat system), combined with the rigid military discipline,
soon straighten out the undisciplined. It also gives each person the opportunity to achieve what he is capable of. The achievers
began to stand out, be it in the military, in sports or scholastically. Mom and Dad were not there to interfere, encourage, or
discourage; I was on my own.

Who were the people responsible for the change in my character and behavior during the two and a half years I spent at
Staunton Military Academy, also known as SMA?  I can’t pick out any one, but several stand out. Major Joe Taylor, Harrison Dye,
Ralph Simmons, and Major Brown, a chemistry teacher, to name a few. Even my roommates, teammates, and friends were
influential, as would be expected. I didn’t feel close to everyone in the Cadet Corps, but the corps was a brotherhood.

CAST OF CHARACTERS
Ralph Simmons Football coach, first person I met at SMA.

Eddie Bryant Assistant coach, former blocking back for all-American Bill Dudley at University of Virginia.
Eddie is 91 years of age in 2010, still active and going strong.

James “Tommy” Thompson My roommate (room 301) South Barracks.

Wood Beasley My roommate 2nd and 3rd years.

Bob Spears Teammate, son of Doc Spears, former coach of the
Canton Bulldogs.

Herk Wolf A six-foot plus youngster at 15, Herk is even bigger now.

Sgt. Lou Onesty Army tactical officer for Co. B and a JV Coach.

Major Joe Taylor Head of the Mess Hall and Boxing coach.

Colonel Harrison Dye Head of the Athletic Department.

Cadet Corps and the faculty at SMA. Too many to name individually but names will come up and I will introduce them and comment
on them as I go.

WE PREPARE
After Dad sent in the funds, $1250.00 for the first year, we received a packet of instructions, including a list of things to bring.

The clothing list included two pairs of good black shoes, underwear, two blankets, 6 sheets, a pillow, 12 pairs of black socks etc.
Dad had had been given a very large suitcase by Francis Stock that had been around the world several times.  It was a giant and
held everything except the personal hygiene things and a few odds and ends. Emma sewed in all the nametags and I suppose the
thought of seeing me off made the work enjoyable. At last, the suitcase was packed, and on the appointed day, we went to the rail
terminal in the Terminal Tower Bldg. I took the train to Columbus Ohio. CK had left for the Army from this same place, three
years earlier, and I thought of him as I walked down the stairs, and said to myself “If he could make it back, so can I.”

THE TRIP TO STAUNTON, VIRGINIA
Having made this trip 18 times in two and a half years, I can still remember details, sounds, and smells I encountered. The

Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad had recently been purchased and the new owner, (Robert Young) did a revolutionary thing for the
times. He began to court the passenger trade, by buying new modern coaches, dinning cars, sleepers, and looking to the comfort
of the passengers. Was I lucky! The train to Columbus was an old timer, but we all knew that we would get a nice car from
Columbus to Staunton. We left Cleveland at 5:10 PM and arrived in Columbus at seven o’clock or so. Our connection left at 9:10
PM and arrived at about 9 o’clock in the morning. After the first trip, I always had company from cadets going to or coming from
Chicago and Cleveland or points along the way. On later trips, we always managed to get a bottle of liquor for the trip. The return

He joined the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 1955, became
a Special Agent in 1961 and retired in 1984. From 1984 to
1992 he worked for the Judicial Inquiry Board of the State of
Illinois. He was a longtime active member of Grace United
Methodist Church and was on the Counting Committee. He
was also a Past Commander of the FBI Post American Legion,
Washington, D.C.
For those who would like to leave a lasting tribute to Lamont’s
life memorials may be made to the American Heart
Association, 386 Paysphere Cr, Chicago, IL 60674 or the
Grace United Methodist Foundation, 300 E. Gartner Rd,
Naperville, IL 60540.

Thomas W. Remaley, SMA ’75

Thomas W. Remaley, SMA ’75,
passed away on October 21, 2011.  He
was buried with full military
honors in the Indiantown Gap
National Cemetery, Annville,
PA.

Tom attended Staunton
Military Academy for two
years.  In 1975, he won the
Virginia State Independent
School Wrestling
Championship and was

named the Most Outstanding Wrestler of the
tournament.  Tom donated his trophies to the Staunton School
Museum.

Tom received a BA in Accounting from Lycoming College
in 1979.  He was commissioned an officer in the Army Air
Defense Artillery and served on active duty for three and
one-half years as a Platoon Officer and Company Executive
Officer, all but six months in Germany, and separated as a
First Lieutenant.  After his military service, he was employed
in the computer industry.

Editor’s note.  See the letter from his parents, Robert and
Ruth Remaley in the Letters and Email section.

Harry Thomas Rodgers, SMA ‘39

Harry Thomas Rodgers, Jr.
passed away Saturday, July, 6,
2002. He was the son of the late
Ruth Matthews Rodgers and
Harry T. Rodgers, Sr. of
Johnstown, PA. He attended
schools in Johnstown, Staunton
Military Academy in Staunton,
VA, and Washington & Jefferson
in Washington, PA. He joined the
Navy in 1942 and served in the

South Pacific. He continued in the Naval Reserve until 1959
and retired a Lt. Commander. He was a past Captain of Ye
Mystic Revellers and an Honorary Life Member of the Florida
Yacht Club. He was an active salesman in Automobile
Dealerships for 50 years from Burwell Chevrolet Motors to
Crest Chevrolet. Survivors include his wife, Anne Register

Rodgers; 3 children, Anne Rodgers Plott, Harry
Thomas Rodgers, III, SMA ‘69 (wife, Linda),
Kathryn Rodgers Burnstein (husband, Clark); 2
grandchildren, Michael & Mathew Bernstein; and
sister-in-law, Kathryn Register Fortson (husband,
Malcolm). He was preceded in death by 2 sisters,
Kathryn Rodgers Mitchell and Elizabeth Rodgers
Cosgrove.

Grover Vest, SMA ’52 PG

Grover Vest of Staunton,
Virginia has passed away.
He came to SMA to play
football as a Post Graduate
from Lee High School in
Staunton, Virginia.

Cadet Remaley
in 1975

Cadet Rodgers in 1939

Cadet Vest in 1952
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the ring

the Staunton Alumni Association, a woman by the name of Arlene Nicely, and she was quite interested in the ring.  We had numerous
conversations, and I decided a trip to Virginia was in order for the Butterfield family. “

Upon arrival, two students from the women’s college, who were manning the museum at the time, again indicated the association
would love to have the ring, as it was a rare vintage piece, made of silver (21.0 grams of fine sterling) and not made of yellow or white
gold as were all other rings on display at the time.  “Photos I had sent them revealed the one I had found to be rare and old! Mr.
Butterfield concluded, as he returned to Niantic to ponder the future of his find.

As this author took that same ring from the small gray jewelry box Larry had placed it in before allowing me to take it, I twirled the
object around the end of my fingers, noting its heft and the aged patina.  No doubt it was old, worn, and valuable, and I wondered what
the shield on the face might have originally said.  I also noted its small size, as it failed to even fit over the knuckle of my little finger.  I
began some research of my own.

William Hartman Kable was the founder of the Staunton Military Academy back in 1860, a date which was repeated twice on the
artifact now at rest in its little box before me.  I found he left the school at the start of the Civil War to become an officer in the
Confederate cavalry, serving with distinction during his tour of duty.  The school was restarted upon his return at war’s end.  What I also
noted, however, was that the original school in question was NOT located in Staunton, Virginia, but in Charlestown (in what is now West
Virginia).  The school was called the “Charlestown Male Academy” before the war and was generally referred to as “The Kable
School” after its conclusion.  It was not until 1883, in fact, that Principal William H. Kable moved his school to Staunton, Virginia
renaming it “The Staunton Male Academy” and not until 1886 when the name “The Staunton Military Academy” finally evolved and the
military system it became famous for was adopted.  All possible Civil War scenarios suddenly evaporated as I realized the earliest date
could now assign this ring was 1886!

“Truth, Duty, and Honor” were found to be inscribed on those early rings as I began to look at activity at the school after that newly
discovered inception date of 1886.  The much decorated army captain ran the school until 1900, when he turned it over to the capable
hands of his son, Col. Wm Gibbs Kable.  It produced many military men of distinction for WWI and WWII as well as statesmen (Barry
Goldwater would be an example) and even an NBA basketball player, and NFL football player, and a major league pitcher!

Tragedy did strike in the form of fire in 1904, but the school was rebuilt and even survived the Great Depression.  References still
found in old magazines and newspapers touted the school’s stellar reputation for building character and opportunities for its students.  An
original advertisement in a 1913 California magazine recently for sale on Ebay talked about the clear mountain air and the pure spring
waters, “the high moral tone that promoted a manly carriage” with daily drills and exercises being held out in the open air.  The
advertisement also went on to say that only boys from homes of culture and refinement need apply.  This was a place of high standards
and traditions, after all, and even boasted new barracks that were absolutely guaranteed to be fire-proof!

“But what to make of this particular ring?” I again asked myself.  A quick trip to Northern Light Gems indicated the ring to be a size
six, usually a woman’s size.  Checking with two women who are knowledgeable about “sweetheart jewelry” (military jewelry worn by
soldiers’ wives, girlfriends, or mothers), both said the ring did not meet the general criteria.  The Staunton Military Academy did enlist
boys as young as ten years of age, and I first suspected the ring belonged to one of the young male students.  That thought was cancelled,
however, when it became necessary to explain away the tremendous amount of wear and tear on the ring which would have not been
the case if worn temporarily by a growing adolescent.  No, this ring must have belonged to and been worn regularly over a period of
many years by a small-boned man, I concluded.

“But when was it worn?” I asked myself.  Mr. Butterfield found that Staunton Academy rings had changed both design and the
materials they were made from at some point during the twentieth century, but the exact date could not be confirmed.  A manufacturer’s
mark inside the ring, “Martin Sterling”, also proved difficult to trace as only one reference surfaced bearing that mark, and that was on
a sterling silver object dated 1920.  Northern Light Gems also had indicated that the lettering on the ring was most assuredly 1900’s
vintage.  Given this information, along with the pitted and aged patina of the ring, I think it is a fair guess to date the ring in the early part
of the twentieth century, perhaps c. 1910!

One final question needed to be asked.  How did this object travel six hundred or so miles from Virginia to the town of East Lyme?
It would be logical to assume that a graduate of that school must reside or have once resided somewhere in our midst, if not directly then
perhaps through a relative.  Mr. Butterfield again made a great discovery when a neighbor of his from the Spinnaker section of town,
Paul Murdoch, revealed that his father had graduated from that very institution in the early part of the twentieth century, perhaps around
1910.  “My father was somewhat undisciplined as I heard it, and the family had a little money; so I guess he was shipped off to
Staunton,” the ninety year old former deep sea diver reported in a recent conversation.  “He served in WWI, but was gassed and was
in poor health the rest of his life.  I don’t remember him ever wearing a ring of that sort, and there was certainly nothing like that in his
will,” Mr. Murdoch concluded.

As so the story of the ring meets with yet another dead end!  I would encourage anyone in town who has information about this ring
to contact me at (jnlittlefield@ct.metrocast.net).

Editor’s note:  If any of our Kablegram readers can shed some light on the origin of this ring, please contact Arlene Nicely
(smaalumni@msn.com). The Post Road Review has served the communities of southeastern Connecticut since 1993.

Continued from page 1
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.



President .........  William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74
Vice President ...... Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74
Secretary .......................................... OPEN
Treasurer .......... Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62

PERMANENT COMMITTEES

ALUMNI RELATIONS
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ‘56 ........... Member

FINANCE
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 .......... Chairman
Edmund A. Smith, SMA ‘76 ..........  Member

LEGAL
Simon M. Painter, Jr., SMA ‘58 ...  Chairman
Warren Hutton, SMA ‘75 ............... Member

SCHOLARSHIPS
Tom Davis, SMA ’62 ...................... Member
Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell ..........  Advisor

AD-HOC COMMITTEES

SMA-VWIL INITIATIVE
William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74 .......... Chairman

REUNION
Edmund A. Smith, SMA ‘76 ......... Chairman
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 ..... Member
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ’56 ........... Member
Jay Nedry, SMA ‘69 ....................... Member

SMA-VWIL MUSEUM
Brocky Nicely, SMA ‘65 ................... Curator
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ’56 ......... Chairman
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 ..... Member
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 . .......... Member
Dominic (Jack) Dalbo, SMA ‘68 ..... Member
Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell ......... Member
J. Harvie Martin III, SMA ‘74 .......... Member

WORLD WAR I MONUMENT
John H. (Jack) Lowe, SMA ‘48 ...... Member

KABLEGRAM
Burdette Holmes, SMA ’62 ................ Editor

WEBSITE
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 ................ Webmaster

SMA ALUMNI OFFICE
Arlene Nicely ...........SMA Alumni Secretary

Chaplain ....... Richard Henderson, SMA ‘63

John C. “Jack” Hildebrand, SMA ‘72
Peter J. Worth, SMA ‘57

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

© Copyright 2011 — SMA Alumni Association

— 2 —

QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL

—27—

_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................... $7.00
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield) ....................... $7.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat sheild patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $17.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $17.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(3)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $10.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold ................ $10.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ADS (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corp of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ......................... $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________Total:

CADET STOREreflections from the hill

Hello, my fellow alums. We are
at the halfway point between reunions
and moving quickly toward March
2013. I hope all of you are making
arrangements to meet back on the hill
this coming spring.

If you couldn’t make it last
spring, you missed a good one. The
weather was perfect, and the new
schedule (holding the parade on

Saturday) worked out well for all. For those of you still contemplating
whether you are going to make it next year or not, just do it. You will
have a great time and come back home with more great experiences
and stories from the hill. The classes of 1973, 1963 , and 1953 are
coming up on their 40th , 50th , and 60th reunions; so all of you from
those years get off your butts, and make your reservations now. Your
class mates will be waiting.

To the diehards I see every year (like “Herk” Wolf), I look
forward to seeing you again next spring. All of you from the class of
‘73 know me and my brother, George, pretty well. I would hope all of
you can make it back and meet us at the bar for a C.O.

The business part of our organization is moving right along.
The Legacy Fund is over six figures and still growing. Thank you to all
the alumni and families that have generously donated. We have a ways
to go to meet our goal of $500,000, but we are getting up a head of
steam and moving right along. I can’t believe the number of thank you
letters I have signed since the last reunion. It has been wonderful…
keep the donations coming. We really could use some more big
donations in the 5,000 to 10,000 dollar range; so please consider
what you may be able to do, and make it happen.

I want to thank Arlene and Brocky Nicely and all of the board
members for all that they do on a monthly basis. We are very lucky to
have them all.  I look forward to seeing everyone in the spring of
2013.

Truth, Duty, Honor

Bill Bissett, SMA ‘73

P.S. The SMA Corps was saddeded to learn of the passing of Dr.
Brenda Bryant, the founding director of VWIL and an honorary
SMA Old Boy, on Aug. 15th. Please read the note from VWIL
Commandant BG Mike Bissell on page 19 for more information.
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____________________  Zip: _____________

PAYMENT
• Check (please see above for correct “payable to”)
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The Ring
By Jim Littlefield of the Post Road Review, East Lime, Connecticut

The general tendency in this hectic, dangerous, and fast-paced world is for a person to look out and around as they measure their
chances of success (survival?).  “Where are the opportunities, where are the dangers?” we often ask ourselves.  To be successful in
archaeology, however, a different approach is needed.  Gravity deposits objects in and on the ground which requires one to look down
in order to succeed.  Practicing this unnatural technique a few years back, local resident Larry Butterfield made a truly remarkable
discovery.

Whether it was out of boredom or curiosity, Mr. Butterfield found himself that day pawing the ground while awaiting the start of the
East Lime Marathon.  He and Bob Hartley had been assigned a water station for the local Lions Club, when Larry noticed he had

disturbed something with the toe of his shoe.  At first, he thought it to be a pop-top,
an aluminum ring to a soda or beer can, but as he continued to probe, he soon
found himself in possession of a heavy silver ring.  Brushing it off, he noticed a
quite worn oval emblem on the ring’s face with the words “Staunton Military
Academy” paraded about the periphery.  An American eagle adorned each side
of the object with one eagle perched on the initials “SMA” and the other of the
date “1860”.  The object showed considerable wear, particularly at the bottom of
the loop and was slightly out of round as if subjected to blunt force trauma at
some time during its unknown past.  This was an object Larry Butterfield rightly
believed begged investigation!

The ring was discovered in a local school yard near the old Boston Post
Road within ten feet or so of a sign currently designating Flanders Elementary
School.  As a long time educator and
principal of Lillie B. Haynes
Elementary School at the time, Mr.
Butterfield was no stranger to
research and eagerly embraced the

task at hand.  He soon discovered that ring had begun its long journey to East Lyme from
faraway Staunton, Virginia.

Located in the Shenandoah Valley, historians may well remember that town to have
been home to the 28th president of the United States, Woodrow Wilson, but it was also
home to a quite famous southern military academy.  That fact, plus a date of 1860 would
definitely set a mind to wondering.  A confederate soldier during Civil War, perhaps, lying
dead on the battlefield and relieved of valuables by a triumphant Yankee… not an uncommon
practice for either side.  Fast forward… that same ring, now in possession of that same
federal soldier home from the war, falls from his pocket or haversack as he marches down
the main thoroughfare or bivouacs in the local area.  That scenario appeared at the time to
be both logical and possible!

In a recent interview, Mr. Butterfield spoke of his experiences in the aftermath of his
find.  “The Staunton Military Academy I found was one of the most distinguished military
academies in America and was in service as such from 1860-1976.  I found that despite the
fact that the academy is now closed, it does have an alumni association and a museum
which is maintained by college students from the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership
of Mary Baldwin College which has taken over the campus.  I contacted the secretary of
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