
This past April 17-19, almost 100 SMA alumni returned to the “Hill” for the annual
SMA Alumni Association reunion.  The classes of ’65 and ’70 were tied for the highest
attendance with 13 “Old Boys” each.

Friday afternoon, the alumni moved to the Memorial Wall (in front of the old supply
room) for the addition of two plaques to the Memorial Wall and a reading of the names
of deceased alumni who passed away in 2014 and 2015.  The two men added to the
Memorial Wall are David C. Cumming, SMA ’59, and Claude Bufford Shaw, SMA
’37.  (See a reprint of the dedication speeches for David Cummings and Claude Shaw
on pages 23 and 24.)  We opened the proceedings with a beautiful rendition of “America,
the Beautiful”, by our own alumni opera singer, David Marshall of the class of ’72.
The ceremony was followed by a 21-gun salute performed by the VWIL Howie Rifles,
and a soulful playing of Taps in memory of our departed brothers and sisters.

Friday evening was rounded out with a barbeque in the old mess hall followed by
a dance at the Clock Tower nightclub in downtown Staunton.  The dance was a joint
venture for the graduates of Staunton Military Academy, Augusta Military Academy,
and Stuart Hall, all of which were holding their reunions in Staunton on the same
weekend.  Music was provided by the Rondels.  Many of us believe the best dancers
on the floor were Ralph Sebrell, SMA ’45, and his wife, Ann.
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First Captain David Marshall, SMA ’72, leads the “Old Boys” on parade.
(Photos by Ed Smith, SMA ’76)
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Pass in Review

reflections from the hill

Hello again fellow Alums. What a
great reunion weekend we had! Even
the weather was great. I think we all
agree the later date was a good idea
for a lot of reasons.

I want to thank our AMA brothers
for working with us in what will be a
great partnership in the future for both
of our schools. We are going to have
our reunions on the same weekend

next year and I hope we all can get together on a couple more
events. I wantd to thank Jay Nedry, SMA ’69, for helping put us
together with AMA, and also for making the dance possible on
Friday night. He was “the man with the plan” when it came to
getting donations for the band. Great Job Jay! 

This is a kind of farewell reflections for me. As you know, I am
retired as of September 1st this year from my duties as President. I
may be out of the lime light but not gone. I will be on the board for
as long as you will have me, and I will help guide the new president,
Tom Davis, on his path in the next couple of years. Tom has been
around as our treasurer forever; so he will not be someone you
don’t know.

I also want to thank everyone on the board for doing such a
great job of putting everything together, year after year, to make
our reunions so much fun.  I want to thank Burdette Holmes for
taking care of our Kablegram-Leader and making sure we get out
quarterly updates. You are the best Burdette!  

Also, without the following two people, we would be in deep
trouble. Arlene and Brocky are the heart and soul of our museum
and our day- to-day lives in Staunton. I cannot thank them enough
for all they do. I promise you, Arlene, I will always be there for
anything I can help with. The last guy I need to thank is my mentor,
my 1st Captain, and my Vice President, Tom Phillips. This guy
really is the leader of the pack. Tom has done it all when it comes
down to taking care of all of us. He is the leader that really got
everyone back together and put our alumni association back on
the map. He is also retired as of September 1st, but will remain on
the board with us. We have a great future in front of us and thanks
to the many who have supported us in many ways.  We will be
around for many years to come.

I am looking forward to seeing all of you next April at the 2016
reunion. Please call your old class mates and buddies to get them
back on the hill for a great weekend with all of us. Thanks again
for your support in the last few years and I will see you in April. 

TDH
 
Bill Bissett
President
SMAAA
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

Continued on page 4

Editor’s note.  The Kablegram-Leader extends a special “Thank you” to the SMA alumni who came up with the night
club idea, set it all up, and then covered the costs. Way to go!

Saturday morning began with our annual business meeting.  The VWIL Commandant of Cadets, Retired Air Force Brigadier
General Teresa Djuric, delivered a concise analysis of where the VWIL Corps is today, where they want to be in five years, and
exactly how they plan to get there.

Saturday afternoon was perfect for a parade; it was in the 70’s, sunny, with a light breeze.  Led by David Marshall of the
class of ‘72, almost a 100 SMA “Old Boys” joined the cadet corps from the Virginia Women’s Institute of Leadership (VWIL)
and marched down the hill for a joint SMA-VWIL Review on Kable Field.  Many of us remarked about how easy it was this year
to stay in step, and we believe it was because of the fabulous performance put on by the VWIL marching band.  Believe me, it
does make a difference!  After performing an “eyes right” to the VWIL corps, the SMA grads took their position on the west side
of the field to observe the presentation of the colors.  Once again, David Marshall, SMA ’72, honored us by singing the National
Anthem.  The ceremony continued with the awarding of nine SMA Alumni Association scholarships and the presentation of the
Kable Legion of Honor to the First Captain of cadets from VWIL.  (See the story in the VWIL News section.)  At the conclusion
of the presentations, the SMA alumni were honored by a brisk Pass in Review by the VWIL cadets.

Saturday afternoon was unscheduled, and many of the “Old Boys” used the free time to take long lunches with friends and
roommates.  At the Stonewall Jackson Hotel, scheduled events began at 5:30 p.m. with a reception in the lobby followed by a
banquet in the Shenandoah Room, with over 200 alumni and guests present.  Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73, presented several
awards to alumni and friends of SMA that have been outstanding in their support  of the SMA Legacy Fund.  (See the story on
page 18.)

We were fortunate to have Retired Navy Rear Admiral Russell Penniman (SMA ’75) as our guest speaker.  Admiral
Penniman’s speech was about his time at SMA and how it prepared him for the Naval Academy and his successful career in the
U.S. Navy.  It drove home the deep meaning of SMA’s motto, Truth, Duty, and Honor.

The banquet ended at 10:00 p.m., and many alumni and their guests moved into the lobby for coffee and conversation.
Plans are already firm for next year’s reunion.  It will take place on April 15, 16, and 17, 2015 at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel

in Staunton, Virginia.  Reservations can be made online via our SMA Alumni Association website or by calling the Stonewall
Jackson Hotel reservation desk at (855) 213-0582.

Life as a Cadet - The Forbidden Car

My adventure at SMA began in the Junior School as an
eighth grade “Rat”.  The military lifestyle suited me, and I
began to dream about what the future in the Corps might
hold for me, if I worked hard and did my best.  The long
term dream appeared when we were preparing to go on the
parade field for our first full dress parade.  The Adjutant had
marched by us leading the Corps onto the field.  He then
performed the Adjutant’s walk to the center of the field, calling
the Corps to attention, then turned and saluted the Corps
Commander, thereby handing the Corps over to him, before
taking his position on the Battle Group Staff.  That was for
me! The dream was created, then and there.  I wanted to
graduate as the Adjutant of the Corps.

During that year, I became a “Rat” Staff Sergeant and
platoon guide.  I was on my way.  At graduation, during the
Sponsor’s Parade, I watched the Adjutant, with his mother
at his side, along with the other senior officers, walk their
mothers onto the parade field for a full dress Pass in Review
in their honor.  This added to the dream.  In a very small way,
it would be a thank you for my mother who was sacrificing
so much for me to attend SMA. 

By Don Campbell, SMA ’62

Then came “The Hill”.  By some unknown error I was
assigned to Alpha Company.   All Old Boys know that the
general makeup of the Corps is set by height.  I was probably
five foot eight and weighed about 120 pounds and now
surrounded by giants.  At formation, I was in the second
platoon, fourth squad, last man.  When the Friday personnel
inspections took place, the inspecting officer, almost without
fail, would stand in front of me and lean back toward  my
squad leader saying, “Sergeant, where is your eleventh man?”
 I would answer for my squad leader by saying, “Sir, I’m
down here”, at which time the Company First Sergeant,
Warren Crews, would walk behind me and literally pick me
up for the officer to inspect.   

In the mess hall, I had to be quick in an attempt to survive
family style eating surrounded by cadets twice my size.  After
about three weeks, First Sergeant Crews either noticed I
was losing weight or felt sorry for me and had me transferred
to his table, directly by his side.  No one messed with First
Sergeant Crews, and I began to live like a king.  If I liked
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and continued his own studies into his final weeks at Greenspring.
He is survived by his four children: Kathleen E. Johns and her
husband, Geary, Robert E. Pyle, Jr. and his wife, Mary Mac,
John M. Pyle and his wife, Debbie, and Martha P. Starling and
her husband, Ron; ten grandchildren; and nine great-
grandchildren.

Originally published in The Washington Post on
Jan. 1, 2014.

Jesse d. Ridgeway, SMA Instructor ’42 – ‘47
STAUNTON – Mr. Jesse D.

Ridgeway Jr., 97, of Staunton,
died Jan. 21, 2015. He was born
Jan. 9, 1918, in South Boston,
Virginia, the son of the late Jesse
D. and Melissa Pollard
Ridgeway.

Following high school, Mr.
Ridgeway entered Hampden
Sydney College where he was a
member of the Theta
Chi fraternity.

After graduating
from college, Mr.

Ridgeway taught at Staunton Military
Academy from 1942-1947 and then at Wilson
Memorial High School from 1947-1979. He taught
general science, physics, and chemistry. He is
believed to be the last surviving member of the original
1947 faculty at Wilson. Mr. Ridgeway was always
known for his sense of humor and his love of teaching.

He was an avid gardener and maintained a large garden
most of the years of his life, gladly sharing the vegetables from
his garden with friends and family. Mr. Ridgeway loved Big
Band music and had a record
collection numbering in the
thousands.

He was a member of
Linden Heights Baptist Church
where he served as a deacon,
taught Sunday school, and sang
in the choir.

Mr. Ridgeway was
preceded in death by a brother,
Richard; a sister, Oza Ridgeway
Bradshaw; and a daughter,
Lissie Ridgeway Driver. He is
survived by his wife, Margaret,
and four children. His children

and their spouses are David Driver, Lissie’s husband; daughters,
Donna Yonce and husband, Richard, Carol Ridgeway, Kathy
Blackwell and husband, James; and son, Jerry Ridgeway and
wife Kathy. In addition, Mr. Ridgeway is survived by 13
grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers the family requests that contributions be
made to Linden Heights Baptist Church.

Joseph W. Waters, SMA Science
Instructor ‘73 – ‘74

Joseph W. Waters
passed away on February 17,
2015, in the Oncology Unit of
Augusta Health in
Fishersville, Virginia. 

He was born in Elkins,
West Virginia, on February
10, 1945, to Mary Virginia

(Miller) Waters and
the late Willis J.
Waters. 

As the son of an
Air Force officer, he
attended schools in
several states and various villages in the United
Kingdom. He attended The Citadel in Charleston,
S.C. and graduated from Frostburg State University
in Maryland with a B.S. and M.A. in science and

physical education. He taught science, physical
education, driver’s education, and coached football and
track in southern Maryland, at Staunton Military
Academy, and in Augusta County. He retired from teaching
physical education at the Shenandoah Valley Juvenile Center
in 2010. 

He is survived by his wife, Lauren Hart Waters, two
sons, Andrew Joseph
Waters (Kristin) and Beau
Davis Waters (Kelley), his
sister, Zenobia Eaton
(James), and 5 nieces. 

Those wishing to honor
his memory may send a
contribution to the Food
Pantry, Box 187, Verona,
Virginia, 24482 or to a
charity of their choice. 

something on the menu, he would pass the word around Alpha,
and the food would flow my way.  In a strange sense, I became
a sort of mascot for Alpha.  

During that time, I roomed in South Barracks in a corner
room, on the second gallery, with Pete Sweeting, who would
rise in rank to become the Corps Commander of the class of
’61. We had a third roommate, a “Rat” whose name I have
long since forgotten.  After about three weeks, our “Rat” tried
to commit suicide one night, was taken to the hospital, and we
never saw him again.   SMA wasn’t for everyone.

My life, though, was about to change.  Someone
discovered the error they had made by placing me in Alpha
Company and I was, without ceremony or choice, transferred
to Delta Company.  At the time, this was disappointing to me,
as I was leaving the protective custody of First Sergeant Crews
and all my big buddies in Alpha.  In retrospect, without this
change, my long term dream would very likely not have
happened. I ended my freshman year as a corporal, living in
Kable Hall, and truly enjoying Delta Company.

My sophomore year found me still assigned to Delta, but
living in West Barracks.  West Barracks had, as I recall, six
cadet rooms with two cadets in each, one faculty officer’s room,
and a vacant room across from his quarters.  The cadets assigned
to live in West were considered honor cadets as there was
little, if any, control in this barrack.  That year passed without
incident and I was promoted to Buck Sergeant.

My Junior year had now arrived, and my dream was
beginning to truly unfold.  I was the First Sergeant of Delta and
that was the path that, I felt, might propel me to Adjutant my
senior year.  It’s my understanding that no one, to this day, ever
understood how senior officer positions were decided upon;
so all we could do was our best and see where the cards
would fall.  

I was once again living in West Barracks.  This time,
however, the cadets in West were beginning to take bold steps
that no other cadets would dare.  A TV was placed in the
vacant room along with a telephone.  Actually, I wasn’t
interested in either; so I spent little time in the TV room.  Pizza
was delivered by taxi on many occasions, as the year
progressed. Then in the spring of ‘61, it happened.  Maybe it
was spring fever, maybe it was the freedoms we felt living in
West, or maybe it was just the desire to try life, even for a short
while.  We felt like all the high school students our age who
were living outside of our confined life.  One of the cadets,
whose name I have forgotten, returned from town and
announced that he had met a somewhat shady character who
would sell us a car for, as I recall, $50.00.  Five of us had a
secret meeting and decided to go for it.  Each cadet of the

“Secret Five” put up his share of the money, and we made a
pact that if caught, anyone not caught would never be revealed.
The car was then purchased and parked on a street not far
from the academy grounds. Now keep in mind, we didn’t have
ownership papers, a car registration, or insurance of any kind,
and none of us had a driver’s license.  In addition, the car was
very old with a 1950 Ohio license plate, but by golly, it ran!
 Does anyone think that we thoroughly thought this through?
 Not a chance! We were ready to go “cruising”! 

Now the time had come for the first trip in our grand auto.
 There was a dance that Friday night, and I had a blind date
with a girl from Stuart Hall.  Three of the “Secret Five” said
they were heading out and if I didn’t like my date they would
pick me up at an assigned spot after I sent her home on the
early bus.  As it turned out my date was great fun, and
consequently I remained at the dance until I said goodnight to
her as she left on the bus at the end of the dance.  I returned to
my room to find my roommate Wayne Browne wasn’t there.
 He was one of the five, so I expected they were out still having
fun.  Less than twenty minutes after I got in my bunk, I heard a
person running down the hall as if he were running the one
hundred yard dash.  The door flew open and in came Wayne,
undressing as he entered and diving into his bunk.  Within minutes,
multiple footsteps could be heard heading our way.  The door
opened, the lights were turned on and there stood the faculty
duty officer, the cadet duty officer, and several guards.  Wayne
was told to exit his bunk and stand at rigid attention. He was
then immediately escorted out of our room.  I still wasn’t certain
about what had happened, but no doubt knew it involved our
car. All this, and I had never even seen the car!

At second mess the next day, the Adjutant read the three
special orders for Wayne and the other two culprits that were
with him that night.  They were all busted to private and were
awarded enough demerits to last to the end of the year, even
requiring them to attend the “graveyard shift” beat squad in
order to march off all their demerits.

Later that day I had a chance to speak with Wayne to find
out what had happened.  They had come to the meeting place
to meet me as planned, but when I didn’t show, they continued
on “cruising”.  No one had paid any attention to the gas gauge
and, when they discovered they needed gas, all the stations
were closed.  At one of the closed stations they attempted to
drain the gas that might have remained in each filling hose into
the car’s gas tank, when a passing VA State Highway Patrol
Officer noticed their antics.  The gig was up.  They were taken
to the police station in Staunton and were being prepared to be
escorted back to SMA when Wayne saw an opportunity and
ran out the back door of the police station and all the way to

Lt. Ridgeway in 1947.

Jesse D. Ridgeway, Jr.

Coach Joseph Waters in 1973.

Joseph W. Waters
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West.  As I recall the Staunton Police were rather embarrassed that someone could just run out of their station.  
Several days following this, I was called into the Commandant’s Office.  Certain that this meeting was about the car incident, I

expected the hammer to fall and my dream to crash.  To this day, I don’t recall what we talked about.  I do remember that he spoke
to me, as he always had, with his eyes looking directly at mine and in that quiet, intelligent, knowing tone of his.   The car incident wasn’t
mentioned.  Most important of all, it seems that my fellow five never revealed anyone else as being involved.

The last mention of the entire episode came from fellow First Sergeant Rafael Lovaton of Alpha Company.  About three weeks
after the incident, we passed each other between classes, outside of South Barracks, and he stopped me and quietly said, “Campbell,
I know you were in on that car thing!”  I just looked at him, turned and walked on.  Forty three years later during a telephone
conversation with him, during one of our reunions, I admitted to him that I had been a part of the “Secret Five”.  He paused for a
moment, and then we talked on.  I don’t think he even remembered it had happened.

In early August, before my senior year, I received notice that I had been chosen to be the Adjutant of the Corps for the class of ’62.
 It turned out to be a wonderful year, spent with great fellow cadets, and capped by walking my mother onto Kable Field for the
Sponsor’s Parade.  In my case, if it wasn’t for the honor among Brother “Rats”, it would never have happened.

Life as a Cadet - My Rise Through the Ranks

During the summer after my freshman year of college, I
hung out, lived at home, and did nothing productive.  I spent the
evenings with my friends drinking, shooting pool and chasing
the other gender.  Actually, these were the primary reasons I
entered college in the first place!

Sometime in August, a few days before Labor Day of
1963, my dad asked me if I was going back to school.  I told
him that I didn’t know what I was going to do yet.  He said,
“I’ll tell you what you are not going to do.  You’re not going to
continue to lie around here on your ass.  I want you out of the
house in two weeks.”

Well, after about a week I decided that I had better make
a move.  I knew my dad meant what he said.  I made a decision.
I went down to the Post Office in my home town of Rocky
Mount, North Carolina, to enlist in the Coast Guard.  Arriving
at the door, I saw a note indicating that the recruiter had been
there the day before and would not be back for two weeks.
What now?  I didn’t have two weeks.  I knew I would be
homeless in a week; so I walked across the hall and enlisted in
the United States Army.

On September 11th, 1963, in Raleigh, North Carolina, I
raised my right hand and was inducted into the United States
Army.  The next day I was on a bus heading for Fort Jackson,
South Carolina, for basic training.  After eight weeks, I was on
a train from Columbia, South Carolina, to Fort Devens,
Massachusetts, home of the Army Security Agency Training
Center & School.

By Lawrence Herzberg, SMA ‘62

I’m a good southern boy.  I had never been north of
Richmond, Virginia, the capital of the South.  Massachusetts
people talked funny, and I didn’t know the difference between
a milk shake and a frappe.

Uncle Sam decided that I was best qualified to serve my
country as a 986 MOS.  For you ASA’ers who can’t remember
1963, that was the Military Occupational Specialty code for a
DF Plotter.  (ASA is short for Army Security Agency, and a
DF Plotter uses sensitive equipment to determine the
direction of any received radio transmission.)  The MOS
eventually evolved and became 05D.

On the first day of class, the instructor stressed that the
person finishing first in the class usually got his first choice for
his duty station.  Germany was my first choice, and Japan
was the second.  I studied hard and finished first in the class.

In March of 1964, I got orders to report to the 330th ASA
Co., a STRAC (Strategic Army Corp) unit at Fort Wolters,
Texas.  I left Fort Devens, where I had been shoveling snow
all winter and arrived, a slick sleeve private, at Fort Wolters,
Texas, where it was hot as hell.

I found that most of the men in the 330th had either rotated
back from an overseas tour, some from Vietnam, and were
putting in their time waiting to be discharged, or were lifers
(career soldiers).  I may have been the only NUG (New
Useless Guy) in the outfit.

We did have an interesting mission (I’d better not divulge
it) and I enjoyed working my MOS.  In addition to working the
mission, the Company traveled a lot.  We spent the month of

A humble family man who lived life on his terms, Al was
happiest when talking to friends on his ham radio, tinkering in his
workshop, and creating beautiful stained glass art.   He was
generous with his time and always enjoyed helping others.

He is survived by his wife Rheba; his children Ann Stevens
and her husband Jim, Naomi Davidson and her husband Nat
Brown, and Joel Davidson and his fiancé Gloria Meraz.  He
leaves three grandchildren: Christopher, Matthew and Kerry.
He also leaves two sisters Susan Sachs and Margery Fleischer,
their husbands and many nieces, nephews and friends.

Donations in his memory may be made to the Heritage
Village Ambulance Association, 719 East Hill Road, Southbury,
CT  06488

Bruce K. Fisher, SMA ‘49
Bruce K. Fisher, 83, of Indian

River Shores passed away
peacefully at home on
February 21, 2015,
surrounded by his loving
family following a brief
illness. He was born
August 18, 1931 in
Bridgeton, New Jersey,
son of the late Nathan
Fisher and the late
Jessie Fisher. Mr.
Fisher was a
graduate of Staunton Military
Academy in Virginia and
received a B.S. degree from the

University of Alabama. He was a Korean War Veteran, having
served as a Captain in the U.S. Air Force. During his lifetime he
devoted twenty-two years of pro bono public service in many
roles including Board of Education member in Cumberland
County NJ, Chairman of the Indian River Shores Planning,
Zoning, and Variance Board for thirteen years until March 2002,
and as the first Chairman of the Indian River County Citizens
Advisory Board. Mr. Fisher was a
mason and a founding member of
Brotherhood Chapter 292 in
Vineland, New Jersey. He was the
owner of several successful
businesses in Miami and retired as a
stockbroker in 1984. He became a
Florida resident in 1969, having lived
in Coral Gables and South Miami
prior to relocating to Indian River
Shores in 1986. Mr. Fisher was an
avid fisherman, boater, tennis player,
and a certified scuba diver. He
delighted in traveling the world with
his cherished wife and was an

amazing husband, father, grandfather, brother and uncle. He
touched the lives of many and will be greatly missed.

He is survived by his devoted wife of 62 years Jennie, three
loving daughters, Susan Fisher of New York, Sally Hays of
Sebastian, and Nanci Robinson (Robbie) also of Sebastian, three
grandsons, Nicholas, Matthew, and Thomas, brother Allen Fisher
of West Palm Beach, and nephews Gregg, Michael, David, and
Andrew. He was predeceased by his parents Nathan and Jessie,
and sister Carol Balin of Fort Lauderdale.

In Lieu of flowers memorial donations may be made to VNA
Hospice 1110 35th Lane, Vero Beach, FL 32960.

Captain Robert Erwin
Pyle, SMA ‘43

Captain Robert Erwin Pyle
passed away Saturday,
December 21, 2013 at
his home at Green
Springs Village in
Springfield, VA at the
age of 87. He was born
October 30, 1926 in
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,
Pennsylvania to Dr.
Clarence Erwin Pyle
and Elizabeth Johnson

Pyle. After attending Staunton
Military Academy, he entered the U. S Naval Academy, from
which he graduated in three years as part of the class of 1948A
in 1947.

Captain Pyle served as an Intelligence Specialist in the US
Navy for 30 years, including tours as the senior Naval Intelligence
officer in Vietnam and Japan. He concluded his career as a
division chief at DIA. He received
numerous honors including the
Legion of Merit and a Joint
Services commendation and retired
to Reston, VA in 1977.

His retirement was spent
researching genealogy and
traveling with his wife of 60 years
Patricia M. Pyle (who predeceased
him in 2008) and his children’s
families. He was active in the
Green Springs community,
particularly as a member of the
Yacht Club. His final morning was
fortunately spent sailing his boat on
a beautiful day. Captain Pyle had a lifelong passion for learning.
He provided for the education of his children and grandchildren

 Cadet Fisher in 1949.

Bruce K. Fisher

Cadet Pyle in 1943

Captain Robert Erwin Pyle
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Kenneth K. “Kim” Boyd, SMA ‘49
Kenneth K. “Kim” Boyd,

age 79, of Sylvania, Ohio, passed
away Tuesday, November 2, 2010,
following a long battle with cancer.
He was born to the late T. Kenneth
and Frances Boyd, on May 28,
1931, in Columbus, Ohio and spent
his childhood in Toledo.

Kim graduated from Staunton
Military Academy in 1949 and
received a Bachelor’s Degree from
Northwestern University in 1954.
He married Rosemary Boys (nee:
Reich) in 1952, and they lived
together first in Chicago followed

by Texas, Hawaii, and California, while Kim served in the United
States Air Force.  In 1957, they returned to Toledo.  Upon
returning, Kim joined his father in business at the T. Kenneth
Boyd Insurance Agency.  He was a licensed insurance agent
for over 45 years, taking pride in providing personal service to
each client.

During active service in the U.S. Air Force from 1954 to
1957, and while a member of the Air Force Reserves
until his retirement in 1991, Kim achieved the rank of
Colonel.  While a reservist and continuing as a retired
reservist, “the Colonel” worked tirelessly as a liaison
officer for the Air Force Academy.  Recruiting and
promoting many successful candidates to the Academy
was perhaps his proudest personal achievement along
with serving his country.

Kim was a member of the First Congregational
Church as well as numerous civic and fraternal
organizations, including the German-American Festival
Society, the Toledo Post #335 American Legion Toledo, and the
Rubicon Lodge #237 F&A.M.  He
had served as past president of the
Old Newsboys Goodfellow
Association and the Toledo-Lucas
County Safety Council.

Kim is survived by his wife,
Rosemary; children: Deborah
(Daniel) Herron, of Oxford, Ohio;
Robert (Karen) Boyd, of Saint Louis,
Missouri; and Julia (John) Byrne, of
Steamboat Springs, Colorado.

Bruce Crump, attended SMA ‘75
Molly Hatchet has confirmed that original drummer Bruce

Crump died on March 16, 2015 at age 57. No immediate cause
was announced.

“We are mourning the loss of a great friend and talented
musician,” the band announced via their Facebook page. “This
is a great loss to the Molly Hatchet family. Our prayers go out to
all the family and friends of great friend Bruce. Rest in peace,
Bruce. We will always love and remember you.”

Crump was a member of Molly Hatchet from 1976, when
he joined at age 20, through the turn of the ’90s – save for a
brief absence around 1983. He
got into the band, Crump once
said, almost by accident as a kid
in the Jacksonville, Fla., area.

“I was a senior in high
school,” Crump told Richmond
Biz News in 2013. “Somebody
told me about Molly Hatchet, so
I snuck out one night to see them.
And then through some mutual
friends I heard that their drummer
was leaving, so I contacted one
of the members to see if that was
true, and he said, ‘Yeah, we pretty
much don’t have a band.’”

Something clicked. By 1978, Molly Hatchet was on tour
promoting a platinum self-titled debut. The follow up, 1979 s
Flirtin’ with Disaster, became a Top 20 smash, selling more
than three million copies on the strength of its beloved title track.
Beatin’ the Odds, released in 1980, also went platinum, but
then 19812 s Take No Prisoners barely cracked the Top 40,

and Molly Hatchet’s hit-making days were over. They
remain a huge concert draw, however, despite a pair
of other more recent losses. Original frontman Danny
Joe Brown died in 2005; founding guitarist Duane
Roland passed a year later.

Molly Hatchet continues today under the
leadership of guitarist Dave Hlubek, the last remaining
original member. Crump memorably joined the current
edition of Molly Hatchet, during a 2004 performance
at Richmond, Virginia. Crump later started a new
band, called Red Star Crush, and began offering drum

instruction from a home base in Midlothian, Va.
Editor’s note: Originally published in Ultimate Classic

Rock, by Nick DeRiso on March 16, 2015.

Albert J. Davidson, SMA ‘42
Albert J. Davidson, 89 of Southbury, passed away on April

22, 2015.  Al grew up in Hewlett,
New York and graduated from
Staunton Military Academy in
1942.  After graduation, he served
in the US Navy during World War
II and then graduated from the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.  He was a structural
engineer and spent over 25 years
working at Grumman Aerospace
in Bethpage, NY.  He contributed
to projects ranging from the Apollo
lunar lander to the Navy’s Tomcat
jet fighter.

May, 1964, in the Arizona desert south of Kingman (Operation
Desert Strike) with the snakes, lizards, gila monsters, and
scorpions, participating in the largest peacetime joint forces
military operation in U. S. history.

As a STRAC unit we were likely to be awakened in the
middle of the night, with no notice, to be deployed to somewhere
in the boonies for a few days.  Our duffle bags were always
packed.  We were deployed to Fort Hood, Texas, several times
for field operations.  I got in a lot of TDY (temporary duty).  We
had a detachment at Moore Air Force Base (The base was
used by the Department of Agriculture for a program to eradicate
the screwworm fly.) near Mission, Texas, where I was deployed
twice for various lengths of time.  I spent some forty days at
Fort Huachuca, Arizona, testing radio equipment.  The best duty
I had while in the Army was a six month TDY to Vint Hill Farm
Station, Virginia.  Four of us were assigned to test a prototype
radio direction finding (RDF) system, the AN/TRD-23.  The
operators were William McDowell and Dave Theuerl.  Walt
Chisholm was the electronics technician and I plotted the bearings
fixing the locations of transmitters.  We reported directly to
Arlington Hall Station.  We were the only DF’ers at Vint Hill.
Almost no one there knew what we were doing or what the big
round antenna field was for.

I was on TDY so much that sometimes I went for months
without a payday.  In early 1966, I was still a slick sleeve private.
Upon returning to Fort Wolters from Vint Hill Farm I was
informed that I had been promoted three times while on various
TDY’s and was now a Specialist 5.  The first rank insignia I
wore on my sleeve was SP5.  I instantly went from PVT/ E-1
to SP5/E-5 over night.  Wow!!!  What a payday.

And Then There’s Vietnam.

In August of 1966 the 330th was flown to San Francisco,
where we boarded the troop ship USS Gen. HUGH J.
GAFFEY… destination, South Vietnam.  For the 18 day crossing
to Qui Nhon, I was assigned a cabin with two NCO’s.  I had
been promoted to SP5 just in time for this major benefit.

Apparently, a DF Plotter (now 05D) was a critical MOS
when I arrived in Vietnam in August of ’66.  Five days after we
arrived at Engineer Hill near Pleiku I received TDY orders
assigning me to the 8th RRU at Phu Bai for approximately 30
days.  After returning to the 330th at Pleiku, I continued to work
my MOS for about three months.  During that time I was on
TDY to Qui Nhon for a few weeks to set up a new DF site
there.

After returning from Qui Nhon, I was assigned new duties.
I became a courier of classified material to and from our DF

sites and other Radio Research Units around the country.  It
was almost like being on permanent R&R.

Then, to my surprise, I was told that I had been promoted
to SSG/E-6.  Well, I must have been the only SSG/E-6, 05D40
in the U. S. Army who could not type and could not send or
receive Morse code.

Shortly after my promotion E-6 the Company Commander
summoned me to the orderly room.  I can’t remember which
one it was because we had several.  He informed me that I
was now the designated Field First Sergeant of the 330th  RRC.
Duties??  I was in charge of keeping the company area clean
and keeping everything in it in working order.  I’d report to the
orderly room most mornings and see Ken Molnar, the company
clerk, to claim my work detail.  Their most important duties
were to police the company area and to apply diesel fuel to the
crapper cans and stir the contents.

There were a couple major benefits to my becoming the
Field First Sergeant.  I got to spend a lot of time at the NCO
club.  I also became the primary operator of a ¼ ton jeep that
was off the books (mid-night requisition).  That was a wonderful
benefit while it lasted.

One afternoon a NUG Second Lieutenant asked me if he
could borrow my jeep for the evening.  He wanted to go into
Pleiku for a steam bath and a massage w/happy ending.  I told
him that Pleiku was off limits but he decided to go anyway.  (I
recently corroborated his story with Mike Crumly).  The Lt.
said that on his way back to the company area a kid with some
type of weapon, or something that looked like a weapon, was
approaching him.  We think the Lt. pulled the pin on a grenade
and accidently dropped it in the back of the jeep.  He immediately
unassed the jeep and it blew up.  The next morning he told the
CO that the kid threw a grenade and it landed in the jeep (Only
to cover his ass).  That’s the story anyway.

Just before returning to the world for separation, my Great
Uncle offered me a $10,000.00 re-enlistment bonus because I
had a critical MOS, 05D40.  Well, when I arrived in country I
had a critical MOS but by the end of my tour DF Plotters had
become obsolete; so I was honorably discharged on July 27th,
1967 at Fort Lewis, Washington.

Now you know the highlights of “My Rise Through
The Ranks” of the United States Army Security Agency.

Lawrence J. Hertzberg
RA14826448
SSG/E-6, Retired
Vietnam, ’66-’67……..I was never there…….

Kenneth K. “Kim” Boyd

Cadet Boyd in 1949
 Bruce Crump in 2008

Cadet Davidson in 1942
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Coach William N. (Bill) Cox, SMA ’58 – ‘60
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In the fall of 1958, I began my
professional career as a Spanish
teacher and coach at Staunton
Military Academy.  In addition to
my primary responsibilities, I also
was the varsity line coach in
Football, the Baseball coach and
was also the JV Basketball coach.
Colonel Dey was the
Superintendent of the Academy,
and Garland Haddock was the

Headmaster.  I worked directly with Coaches Al McCue, Bill
Pandak, Joe Wheeling, and Tom Johnson and of course, with
Major Crawford Moon, department chair of Foreign
Languages.  As a 22 year old, first year teacher and coach, I
soon learned that with so many post graduate athletes there
was little age difference between them and me.  I had to get
used to wearing a uniform to classes and have the “sea of
grey” facing me daily in each class rather than the multi colored
attire I was accustomed to in my old high school.  However
challenging it was, I thoroughly enjoyed the students and quality
athletes with whom I came in contact, both in the classroom
and on the playing fields.

Our athletic teams always were very competitive within
the Military League, and we usually had a multitude of talented
individuals who had already demonstrated their abilities in their
previous high schools.  Many were formally All-State
performers.  It was a joy to have the opportunity to work with
such athletes and particularly at the level of success we
experienced.  Rivalries with Fork Union, Greenbrier, and
Hargrave required intense preparation and produced a lot of
excitement around the Academy.  Both of the baseball teams
I coached in 1959 and 1960 won most of their games, as well

A Short Autobiography about how he began his career at Staunton Military Academy

as the Military League Championship.  Each year we had
some very good athletes, and they knew how to win.

While at Staunton, I continued my 8 year commitment to
the Armed Forces by joining the local National Guard unit
(Company D, 2nd Battle Group, 116th Infantry Division)
followed by spending the last two years in the Army Reserves.

In 1959, I was also a member of the Staunton Braves
baseball team which played its games at Gypsy Hill Park.
This gave me an opportunity to continue playing semi-pro ball
which I had been accustomed to doing in Richmond, Virginia,
during my college years in the summer time.

Following the school year in 1960, I left SMA and moved
to Newport News, Virginia, where I taught, coached and filled
other positions over a 25 year
career there.  I have always
been grateful to SMA for
giving me a start in my
profession and for providing
me with opportunities to meet
and work with such wonderful
eager and talented young men
in class and on the playing
fields.

I married my high school
sweetheart, Molly, in 1958,
just prior to coming to SMA.
Currently, we are in our 57th

year.  We have three
wonderful daughters, ten
grandchildren, and one great grandchild.  All are Blessings,
and I thank the Lord each day.

Editor’s note.  Thank you, Bill, for providing this short
autobiography.  For those of us who attended SMA in the
late 50’s, your tale brings back many good memories.

William N. (Bill) Cox in 2015

Coach Cox in 1960

Washington, DC — April 16th, 2015 — The National Peace Corps Association (NPCA) — the nonprofit
alumni organization that champions a lifelong commitment to Peace Corps ideals — today announced the winner
of the 2015 Sargent Shriver Award for Distinguished Humanitarian Service: Ralph Bolton (Peru 1962-1965).

The Sargent Shriver Award for Distinguished Humanitarian Service is named after the first director of the
Peace Corps, Sargent Shriver, in an effort to recognize the outstanding contributions he made to the foundation and
development of the Peace Corps. Each year, the Sargent Shriver award is given by the NPCA to a Returned
Peace Corps Volunteer (RPCV) who continues to work towards humanitarian causes at home or abroad, or
whose contributions and social entrepreneurship will bring about significant long-term change.

Ralph Bolton, the 2015 recipient of the Sargent Shriver Award for Distinguished Humanitarian Service, will
receive the award at the NPCA Peace Corps Connect annual conference, June 4-6, 2015 in Berkeley, California.

“We are pleased to honor Dr. Ralph Bolton with this year’s Sargent Shriver Award,” said NPCA President
Glenn Blumhorst. “His lifelong commitment to indigenous communities in the Peruvian altiplano since the days of

Ralph Bolton, SMA ’57, Wins Sargent Shriver Award

Ralph Bolton, SMA ’57, Wins Sargent Shriver Award for Distinguished Humanitarian Service

Ralph Bolton, winner of the
2015 Sargent Shriver

Humanitarian Award for
Humanitarian Service.

VWIL        NEWS
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Ralph Bolton, SMA ’57, Wins Sargent Shriver Award cont.

his Peace Corps service
exemplifies the spirit of this
award in recognizing the
contributions of the Peace
Corps community to
meaningful impact.”

Background on Ralph
Bolton, Chijnaya
Foundation

Ralph Bolton is the
founder and chairman of The
Chijnaya Foundation, a
nonprofit organization that

addresses the needs of poor communities in the Altiplano (high
plain) region of Southern Peru. Bolton’s deep understanding of
Andean culture, from his time in the Peace Corps, his
anthropological research and his hands-on involvement with
Quechua-speaking communities, influences the underlying
philosophy of the foundation. The foundation uses an integrated,
bottoms-up approach to the development of sustainable rural
communities. Projects originate directly from the people who will
benefit from them and are carried out in collaboration with the
foundation-created Peruvian counterpart organization, the
Asociación Pro-DIA.

Bolton was among the first Peace Corps Volunteers to serve
in Peru, arriving in 1962. His first year was spent organizing rural
consumer cooperatives and teaching literacy skills to speakers of
Quechua, a Native American language spoken throughout the
Andean region. In 1963, a major flood on the shores of Lake
Titicaca devastated several communities where Bolton was
working and the Peruvian government assigned him to assist in
relocating families who had lost their homes, land and animals. For
two years, he served as field director of a project that created a
new community on higher land, named Chijnaya, that was organized
as a production cooperative. Chijnaya is recognized today as one
of the most progressive indigenous communities on the Peruvian
Altiplano.

Upon returning to the United States, Bolton earned his doctorate
in anthropology from Cornell University and went on to a 40-year
teaching career as a professor at Pomona College in California.
His work as an anthropologist focused on Andean cultures, taking
him back to Peru often to conduct his field research.

Civil unrest in the 1980s and 1990s made travel in Peru
dangerous, so Bolton shifted his focus to ways in which the
anthropology profession should respond to the emergent AIDS
epidemic. For his efforts in AIDS research and activism, the Society
for Medical Anthropology and the AIDS and Anthropology Group
gave him its Distinguished Service Award. In 2010, the American
Anthropological Association honored Ralph with its highest award,
the Franz Boas Award for Distinguished Service to Anthropology.

Fortuitously, in 2004, members of the Chijnaya village invited
him back to honor his role in founding the community. During this
visit and at their request, he was inspired to once again assist
Altiplano communities. Within nine months, The Chijnaya
Foundation was created and operationalized.

Keeping Innovation at the Forefront of the Foundation
The Chijnaya Foundation currently partners with 15 Altiplano

communities, who work as a cohesive network and whose leaders
meet regularly to discuss the implementation of projects in their
home communities. This collaborative approach emphasizes the
importance of an integrated system that engages in education,
agriculture, health and artisanry. The innovative work of the
Foundation is exemplified by its twist on microfinance programs,
loaning funds to members from twelve communities for health-
and income-enhancing projects.

By addressing expressed needs from the grassroots, The
Chijnaya Foundation is involved in a broad range of activities. For
example, keeping true to its Peace Corps roots, the foundation
restarted a highly successful artisan program that was originally
introduced by another Peace Corps volunteer in the 1960s. The
foundation also works with groups of ceramicists in the town of
José Domingo Choquehuanca to improve their working conditions
and technology. Additionally, four alpaca herding communities are
collaborating with the foundation and its partners on improving the
genetic stock, wool quality, herding practices and marketing of alpaca
fleece.

Ralph has successfully combined his deep understanding of
Andean culture and his search for innovative solutions to combat
poverty to become an innovative social entrepreneur. Evidence of
his compassion extends from his early work as a Peace Corps
Volunteer to the many community-based projects that The Chijnaya
Foundation oversees today. He is, nonetheless, insistent on giving
credit for the Foundation’s accomplishments to a remarkable team
of dedicated Returned Peace Corps Volunteers and other friends
and donors, including Amigos de Bolivia y Perú who nominated
him for this award, supporting efforts to impact some of the poorest
communities of Peru, while respecting their culture.

***
About the National Peace Corps Association (NPCA)
Founded in 1979 and headquartered in Washington, D.C., the

National Peace Corps Association (NPCA) is a nonprofit
organization at the center of a vibrant and united community of
215,000 individuals who share the Peace Corps experience. The
NPCA champions a lifelong commitment to Peace Corps ideals by
connecting, engaging and promoting its members and member
groups as they continue to make a difference in communities in the
U.S. and around the world. NPCA is also dedicated to advocating
for, contributing to, and supporting the betterment of the Peace
Corps. To learn more, visit http://www.PeaceCorpsConnect.org.

Media contact:
Erica Burman
Director of Communications
Phone: 202-293-7728

Editor’s note.  This article (without the picture of Cadet
Bolton) was part of a press release by the NPCA on April 16,
2015.

  Cadet Ralph Bolton in 1957.

VWIL        NEWS

Barry Longyear Scholarship
Requirements: Awarded to a Cadet that has made the most

improvement in her leadership development within the
Corps of Cadets.

$2,500 scholarship and certificate
Presented by:  Arlene Nicely (by request of Barry

Longyear)
VWIL Recipient:  Cadet Danielle Hunt

Page M. & William G Kable II Good
Character Scholarship

The Page M. and William G. Kable II Good Character
Scholarship is sponsored by Ms. Carter Condon, a lifelong

friend of the Kable family.  This scholarship has been
established to honor Page and Billy Kable and the virtues

they embodied.
$1,000 scholarship and certificate

Presented by:  Ms. Carter Condon and Kable Rizzo
(Granddaughter of Page and William G. Kable II)
VWIL Recipient:  Cadet Monique McGough

Kable Legion of Honor
This order was established, and so named, in honor of
the founder of the Staunton Military Academy, Captain

William Hartman Kable.  It represented the highest
honor bestowed by the Staunton Military Academy

upon a graduating cadet and now is the highest honor
bestowed by the Virginia Women’s Institute for

Leadership at Mary Baldwin College.
Requirements: Awarded to the cadet whose record is

most conspicuous for leadership, good conduct,
academic excellence, integrity of character, poise and
bearing, unselfishness, and continuous loyalty to the
highest standards of duty and exemplary cadet life.
Presented by:  Allen Jones, the recipient in 1948.

VWIL Recipient:  Cadet Amanda Fadden

Cadet Danielle Hunt receives the Barry Longyear Scholarship.

Cadet Monique McGough receives the
Page M. & William G. Kable II Scholarship.

Cadet Amanda Fadden receives the Kable Legion of Honor
from Alan Jones, the award recipient in 1948.

—29—
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VWIL        NEWS Special Order No. 2
WHO:  All Cadets
WHERE:  Ft. Lauderdale Beach, Florida
DATES:  Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, October 2-4, 2015
TO WIT:  The board members are having their face-to-face board
meeting in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.  Along with the board meeting,
we will be having three days of fun and music (Woodstock
reference).

Specifically:
• Friday night: dinner and music at Café del Mar.
• Saturday morning: board meeting, afterwards

(your choice) half-day fishing, golf, hanging out at
the pool, or sightseeing on the Waterway Taxi.

• Saturday night: dinner out and/or clubbing at the
Blue Martini.

• Sunday: travel or (your choice) lunch at Shooters or other local sightseeing.  There is a lot to see within
walking distance of the hotel.

If you care to join us, we would love to have you.  We will be staying at the Marriott Beach Place Towers.  It’s only
a cab ride from the airport to the hotel, and just about all the attractions are within walking distance.  So, you may not
require a rental car.  The Watertaxi is a great sightseeing opportunity and gets you to plenty of places—shopping,
sightseeing, etc.  Restaurants are within a block or so of the hotel.  The Bahia Mar hotel offers great views of many yachts,
half-day fishing, and wave runner rentals are also right there at the hotel.

It’s a great time to make new memories with good old friends!  If you need more details, email me at
alrossyinvestigations@yahoo.com. (Al Rossy, SMA ’74).

brieflybrieflybrieflybrieflybriefly
Board of Directors elects three new officers and gets two new members.

At the Board of Directors meeting on Friday, April 17th, three new officers were elected.  Tom Davis, class of ’62,
will become our next President, Robert “Bob” Parrino, class of ’75 is our new Vice President, and Ed Smith, class of ’76,
takes on the Treasurer job.  Al Rossy, class of ’74, was re-elected as Secretary.  The new officers assume their duties in
September.

At the general business meeting on Saturday, April 18th, all of the board members up for re-election were returned
for another term, and two new members were elected: Eugene “Gene” Ehmann, class of ’74, and Dr. Floyd Ostrom, class
of ’62.  Welcome to the board!

Deadline for the Fall - 2015 issue of the Kablegram-Leader
We plan to publish the Fall-2015 issue of the Kablegram-Leader in September, 2015.

The deadline for contributions is August 15th.  Please send pictures with your articles.

Continued on next page

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2
Requirements: Rising sophomore who demonstrates

outstanding leadership ability.
$1,000 Scholarship and certificate

Presented by:  Bill Bissett
VWIL Recipient:  Cadet Melissa Lovretich

Craig Hanson Memorial Scholarship
Requirements: Rising junior demonstrating high

academics and respect of peers.
Awarded a $2,500 scholarship

Presented by:  Kristina Hanson Price & Traci L. Hanson
VWIL Recipient:

Cadet Mikayla Waters-Crittenton

Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor
The Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor

Scholarship is sponsored by Mrs. Donald Windley,
widow of Don Windley, a 1970 graduate of Staunton

Military Academy. It has been established to honor her
husband and the SMA principles of Truth, Duty, and

Honor.
Requirements:  Awarded to a rising senior whose record

exemplifies the motto Truth, Duty, Honor.
Awarded a $1,000 scholarship.
Presented by:  Brocky Nicely

VWIL Recipient:  Cadet Dominique Nunn
Cadet Dominique Munn receives the Donald Reid Windley

Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship.

Cadet Mikayla Waters-Crittenton receives the Craig Hanson
Memorial Scholarship.

Cadet Melissa Lovretich receives the SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2.
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VWIL        NEWSbriefly briefly briefly briefly briefly cont.cont.cont.cont.cont.

Continued on next page

Ever wonder what’s on the plaques on Flagpole Hill?
The Cannon plaque reads:
 

S.M.A. FLAGPOLE HILL CANNON
Restored 2014
With Pride This Cannon Guards and Protects
The Beautiful Scenic View of Staunton, VA
For all to enjoy!

                 
      Patrons:
                James J. Rice, S.M.A. Class of 1963 – Sportsman and Raconteur
                Gary D. Jones, S.M.A. Class of 1964 – A. B. C. Man
               Charles T. Drumheller, S.M.A. Class of 1965 – Business Man and Farmer

— O —
The World War I monument plaque reads:
  

IN MEMORY OF ALL CADETS WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES FOR THEIR
COUNTRY.  MAY TRUTH, DUTY, AND HONOR PERPETUATE THE
AMERICAN DREAM.

Patron: PETER J. WORTH SMA 1957

Have you lost your class ring?

The Jostens Corporation has sent us a
flyer advertising their reproduction of the
Staunton Military Academy class rings.  The
picture below shows how nice they look.
According to their flyer, Jostens has a specially
designed ring, customize for SMA.  On one
side is the eagle with knight and helmet, and on
the other side is the eagle ribbon with the words
“Truth, Duty, and Honor”.  It takes about six to
eight weeks to fill an order.  The ordering
information is shown on the next page.

SMA/VWIL 2015 Reunion Weekend Awards

Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA
Requirements: Rising senior who demonstrates excellence in

academics and leadership in the VWIL Corps.
Awarded a $2,500 scholarship

Presented by:  Bill Bissett
VWIL Recipient:  Cadet Kaylyn Lonergan

Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship
Requirements: Rising junior who will

commission in the military who demonstrates
excellence in academics and leadership in the

VWIL Corps.
Two cadets will each receive a $2500

scholarship
Presented by:  Bill Bissett

VWIL Recipients:  Cadets
Carolyn Gale and
Ashley Petersen

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 1
Requirements: Rising senior who demonstrates outstanding

leadership ability.
$1,000 scholarship and certificate

Presented by:  Bill Bissett
VWIL Recipient:  Cadet Kathryn Narvaez

Cadet Carolyn Gale receives the
Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship.

Cadet Ashley Petersen receives the
Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship

Cadet Kathryn Narvaez receives the SMA Leadership Award
1.

Cadet Kaylyn Lonergan receives the Henry Scholarship.
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briefly briefly briefly briefly briefly cont.cont.cont.cont.cont.reunion 2015 reunion 2015 reunion 2015 reunion 2015 reunion 2015 attendeesattendeesattendeesattendeesattendees
POMEROY, DAVID 69 KAREN BRANDT POMEROY VA
ROGERS, NEIL J. 69 NONE OH
SUMMERS, PETE M.T. 69 DENISE SUMMERS OH
STETSON, GEOFFREY H. 69 NONE FS
TINKER, DAVID H. 69 PATTY TINKER NC
VAUGHAN, JOHN W. III 69 CAROLINE,LOGAN,HEATHER VAUGHAN VA
ANDERSON, VICTOR “ANDY” 70 DEBBIE ANDERSON NC
DANIELS, JOHN S. 70 BEVERLY OSBORN MO
EDWARDS, RICK 70 ABBIE EDWARDS NC
ENNIS, JOHN H. 70 NANCY ENNIS VA
FUOG, JOHN L. 70 VICKIE A. FUOG VA
GORMAN, KEVIN J. 70 NONE AR
KIRCHER, WALTER W. 70 CHERYL KIRCHER SC
MORGAN, GEORGE G. 70 NONE FL
ROBERTSON, GREGORY P. 70 NONE NM
ROTHS, ROBERT R. 70 NONE MD
SCHWAMBERGER, MARK H. 70 NONE NY
SCOTT, CHARLES L. 70 NONE NC
STATHIS, LOU C. 70 NONE VA
WHITMER, LYNDEN D. 71 PATRICIA WHITMER MD
MARSHALL, DAVID J. 72 MARIE MARSHALL MD
MEISE, JOHN J. SR. 72 DEBORAH “DEBBIE” MEISE VA
SPEAKER, GREGORY C. 72 NONE SC
BIRCKHEAD, PETER D. 73 NONE FL
HILDEBRAND, WILLIAM “BILL” 73 NONE AL
ORR, MARK J. 73 NONE VA
SHIPULA, DAVID A. 73 NONE PA
TAYLOR, ROBERT J. 73 BECKI TAYLOR WA
BISSETT, WILLIAM K. 74 NONE NC
EHMANN, EUGENE K. 74 NONE NC
LAKE, JULIAN S. 74 NONE KS
PHILLIPS, TOM 74 NONE VA
ROSSY, AL 74 NONE NJ
SHIPULA, TONY 74 NONE PA
HUTTON, WARREN A. 75 NONE NC
NEWBEGIN, ED A. 75 NONE CA
PARRINO, ROBERT 75 EMILY PARRINO TX
PENNIMAN, RUSSELL S. 75 NONE CA
BINGE, GARY L. 76 NONE VA
SMITH, EDMUND A. 76 NONE GA
ASKEW, MARY MICHELLE LLOYD FATHER ‘55 LOUIS ASKEW, VIC HILL & GUEST TX
BISSELL, BG MICHAEL VWIL JAN BISSELL VA
CONDON, CARTER PATRON MARY BOWMAN “LOLO’S STAND IN” VA
CROWE, ELIZABETH MWALL FL
DANA, NANCY PATRON DAN HANNON OH
DJURIC, B.G. TERRY VWIL NONE VA
DOUGLASS, C. BRENT MBC CARTER M. DOUGLASS VA
FINCHAM, COL. JACK FACULTY NONE WV
HALLMAN, MAJOR CLIVE FACULTY NONE VA
HOBAN, BETH MWALL VA
HOBAN, CONNOR MWALL VA
HOBAN, EMILY MWALL VA
HOBAN, TYLER MWALL VA
JEBSON, SALLY HOWIE PATRON NONE VA
KUNK, HEATHER CUMMING MWALL DR. PAUL KUNK VA
PATRICK, MELISA PAST VWIL NONE VA
SCHWEITZER, CATHERINE MWALL VA
THOMPSON, PETE MWALL VA
THOMPSON, RIVERS MWALL VA
VAMES, MAJ. THOMAS FACULTY TESSIE VAMES VA
VWIL CADETS (21) VWIL VA
WEASE, COL. ROBERT FACULTY MARY ALICE WEASE VA
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Continued on next page

letters and emailsletters and emailsletters and emailsletters and emailsletters and emails

On Wed, Apr 29, 2015 at 8:57 AM, Arlene Nicely wrote:
I want to thank everyone for making this reunion

such a success.  It was so good to see all of you, both
familiar and new faces (making it more personal putting
faces with the names I see each day).  After all, it was not
the buildings that made SMA the great school, rather it was
those who entered its gates, both ”cadets” and staff.  
 I hope you will be able to attend the 2016 reunion. 
The dates have already been set:  April 15-17th and it would
be great to see you all again.  Please mark your calendars,
as this is the place to relive the memories of your youth with
those who can remember with you.  More information will
be made available through the web and Kablegram-Leader
as time goes on.
 Brocky and I are the fortunate ones, for we are
able to see this beautiful campus with all of its history each
day along with being able to be a part of a great “family”. 
Thank you all for your support of us.
  
Take care!  Arlene Nicely

Letters and e-mails to the editor and webmaster

On April 30th, Leland Ozawa, SMA ’61, wrote:
Dear Arlene and Brocky,

Yvonne and I would like to thank-you from the
bottom of our hearts for the wonderful reunion that we all
enjoyed. If it weren’t for you and Brocky, we wouldn’t have
had such a pleasant reunion.

Yvonne fell in love with Virginia and Staunton in
particular. She had never been to Virginia before and is
looking forward to our return trip next year. We had such a
great time! We wish that we would have a Mill Street Grill,
Emilio’s, or Kathy’s restaurants here in Las Vegas.
YUMMMMM!!!

Well, enough of my yakking. Once again, thank-
you so much for all that both of you have done and continue
to do. We all appreciate it so much.

Aloha, Lee Ozawa, SMA ’61

On May 1st, Mark Orr, SMA ’73 wrote this to Bill Bissett, Tom Phillips, and the Board.
 

Before the memories fade away and the dust settles, I wanted to provide my impressions and feedback from this year’s
reunion.
 

1. SMA LEGACY PROJECTS – Walking around campus and looking at all the improvements that have been shepherded
by Peter Birckhead, such as the benches, new signage, WW-I Monument restoration, Flag Pole Hill Cannon restoration,
I just wanted to say THANK-YOU to Peter for a job well done.  Everything look great! The new museum awning, new
drain, and the memorial wall all looked really good.  This is important as it shows our alumni that we care and are taking
care of their/our legacy.  Lesson – Keep Peter focused on the SMA Legacy Projects.  Without his tenacious drive, none of
it would have happened! 
2. PROJECT FUNDING & SPONSORSHIP - For some of the bigger projects & campus infrastructure improvement
we discussed (new SMA Eagle, Parade field bleachers, etc.), we should approach “classes” to sponsor the funding for
them.  At the same time, we need to make sure we don’t get sucked into projects that don’t make sense for us to sponsor. 
Lesson – think “SMA Legacy” when deciding to support project proposals.
3. TIMING & WEATHER – Mother nature certainly cooperated this year. This was probably the best three days of
weather during a reunion that I can recall. The parade on Saturday was perfect. Even the grass on the parade field looked
magnificent!!!  With the help of Ed Smith counting cadence, we even looked like we knew how to march!!!  Lesson – keep
the reunion scheduled for not earlier than mid-April going forward.
4. REUNION EVENTS – While the Clock Tower dance wasn’t exactly my thing, I did enjoy the music and based on
comments posted on our Facebook page, both AMA and SH (as well as SMA) attendees all seemed to enjoy this new
addition to the festivities.   Lesson – keep Jay Nedry in charge of this component of the reunion.  Consider local bands as
well.

NAME YEAR GUESTS STATE
SEBRELL, RALPH L. 45 ANN W. SEBRELL VA
ALLEN, FRANK H. JR. 47 NONE PA
HNILICKA, CHARLES R. 48 NONE CT
JONES, ALLEN 48 CHERYL JONES MD
WOLFE, HERK 49 PATTE WOLFE, LISA, RICK, JAMES, SAMANTHA DUNN FL
LEEMAN, A. WILLIAM 50 JEANETTE LEEMAN VA
REYNOLDS, JOHN S. 50 SHEILA REYNOLDS SC
MOTTA, BRUCE R 52 KLIDY MOTTA PANAMA
LAWRENCE, LEE W. 56 NONE FL
CRAWFORD, CLAUDE “CHICK” 57/FAC. WANDA HURLEY VA
PAINTER, ALAN B. 58 VICKIE AUDIA VA
PAINTER, SIMON M 58 VICKIE J. PAINTER VA
MCGAVOCK, A. KELLY 59 NONE MS
MORSE, EDWARD H. 59 NONE MD
OZAWA, LELAND K. 61 YVONNE MUSOLF NV
STEELE, LAWRENCE B. III 61 NANCY L. STEELE, HOLLY WATTS DE
DAVIS, THOMAS A. 62 CONNIE DAVIS VA
HERTZBERG, LAWRENCE J. 62 NONE NC
HOLMES, BURDETTE W. 62 NONE MN
OSTROM, FLOYD S. 62 MARGARET OSTROM TX
HENDERSON, RICHARD A. 63 CAROL J. HENDERSON VA
NOLDE, JOHN A. 63 NONE VA
RICE, JIM 63 LIDA HURST VA
WENDELL, JOHN A. 63 REGINA M. VACCAO, M.D. NJ
DUNIGAN, GEORGE F. 64 NONE OH
CRUTCHFIELD, JACK C. 65 NONE FL
DRUMHELLER, CHARLES T. 65 VICKI DRUMHELLER, MARILYN LONG,PHIL GALVIN VA
HOWARD GEORGE S. 65 AUDREY J. HOWARD TX
JONES, PETER W. 65 NONE MD
MINITER, TIMOTHY 65 JUDITH MINITER MD
MONTGOMERY, SETH H. 65 NONE TX
NEBIKER, ROBERT A. 65 NONE VA
NICELY, BROCKY A. 65 ARLENE C. NICELY VA
OTTMAR, PETER H. 65 NONE RI
PAPPAS, JOHN L. 65 VICKIE HULL VA
SUMMERS, RICHARD L. 65 PAULINE SUMMERS VA
VICENS, ANTONIO J. 65 CHLORIS VICENS PR
WARD, LEONARD W. 65 DOROTHY JOHNSON VA
MESSER, KENNETH G. 66 NONE DE
MIHALEK, CONRAD 66 NONE OH
ATKINSON, LARRY L. 67 YVONNE KRUPA BC
BETZ, ANTHONY A. 67 NONE TX
CROSS, DON 67 NONE FL
LESNIAK, STANLEY J. 67 PATRICIA LESNIAK PA
MAHONEY, PETER J. 67 CHRISTINA K. MAHONEY NY
NORTON,ROBERT “ROB” 67 NONE IA
PARKER, ROBERT M. 67 NONE VA
PFISTER, CHIP 67 NONE GA
RICCA, JOHN B. 67 NONE TX
DALBO, DOMINIC “JACK” 68 CRISTINA DALBO PA
MESSER, ALAN M. “BOO” 68 NONE SC
DANA, CHARLES M. 69 GINGER BARINGER OH
DIGIACOMO, ROBERT J. 69 PATRICIA DIGIACOMO PA
FARBER, PHILIP 69 NONE PA
LANGLEY, KIM G. 69 NONE VA
NEDRY, JAY 69 NONE VA

Attendees, 2015 Reunion
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letters and emails letters and emails letters and emails letters and emails letters and emails cont.cont.cont.cont.cont.reunion 2015reunion 2015reunion 2015reunion 2015reunion 2015
5. JOINT REUNIONS – It was nice to have our AMA brothers join in our events and us in theirs.  We’re the same. 
Several positive comments posted by AMA about the dance and our museum.  Lesson – we need to encourage continued
joint reunions supported by more joint events/activities with shared costs. Sharing costs will benefit everyone.
6. SCHOLARSHIPS – We need to increase the award level of the SMA Alumni Leadership Scholarships.  It used to
be one $2,500 scholarship, but was changed to two $1,000 scholarships. We need to consider increasing our scholarships
awards to $2,500 each. I was embarrassed when all the others were at least $2,000 each.  Lesson – Help cadets by
increasing our scholarships to a more meaningful and comparable level.
7. BANQUET KEY NOTE SPEAKER – Russ Penniman did a fantastic job as our speaker.  We have many more
living alumni that can do the same.  Lesson – we should look amongst our own alumni list first to find our reunion speaker. 
Start with the Hall of Fame listing.
8. PHOTOS – Ed Smith is to be commended for all the pictures he took this year.  They are posted on our Facebook
page. He seems to have been everywhere at the right time.  How he did it, I have no idea.  Lesson – Ed Smith keep doing
what he did this year!!!
9. YEARBOOK PHOTO PINS/BUTTONS – We need to officially thank Bob DiGiacomo, ’69, for making all the
photo buttons/pins for attendees this year.  What a nice addition and conversation maker.  Lesson – continue this.
10. MILESTONE CLASSES – We need to support and encourage those classes with milestone reunions (ending in a 0
or 5) to contact their classmates and get them to attend.  This year, the Class of 1970 had 13 attendees.  We can do better. 
Lesson – begin now working with the classes ending in “1’s” and “6’s” to start the process of contacting their classmates &
friends to attend.  The class with the most attendees should be recognized during the banquet with perhaps a free round of
drinks at the bar afterwards or something.

 
Gentleman – I had a great time this and it was a pleasure being in your company.  The drive home is always one with a smile on
my face as I recall the conversations and stories over the weekend.  We have something special . . . something that regular H.S.
graduating classes don’t have and can never understand.  Our school doesn’t even exist anymore, but we are still able to pull
off reunions like this . . . simply amazing!!!
 
See the comments below from our SMA Facebook page.
 
TDH, Mark Orr, SMA ’73,
SMA Alumni Assoc. Webmaster
 

Here are a few comments from our SMA Facebook page:
 

• Gentlemen, from an AMA ’66 grad, I want to thank you all for a fantastic dance at the Clock Tower and the hospitality
on our visit to your museum. I met a lot of you at the Howard Johnson, and it was a great experience. Look forward to
the dance next year and meeting more of you guys. Jim Bewley, AMA ‘66

 
• It amazes me how effective they were at keeping us separated, back in the day. Until the dance I had never met or

spoken to an SMA cadet in my life. Not only did I meet some very nice SMA guys, but one even bought me a beer. Jim
Bewley, AMA ‘66

 
• Thanks to our SMA brothers for a fantastic evening! It was proof positive that we are indeed brothers with the same

type of crazy going for us. This was great fun and beautiful fellowship. Thank you. Richard Lassiter, AMA
 
• Thank you for a great dance Friday night! We had a blast! Thank you to the guys who participated in the shoot

Saturday! We need to do this every year! Ed Rogerville, AMA ‘76
 
• Had a great time at this year’s reunion! Great seeing everyone, especially enjoyed dinner Thursday night with Maj.

Wease and Vames. Great time at the banquet Saturday night. Congrats to the Jay Nedry and the Board. Already have
my reservation for next year. Philip Farber, SMA ‘69

 
• What a fun night of dancing! I even got Tom Davis on the dance floor !  Connie Davis (Tom Davis wife)
 
• Great, great weekend. Loved seeing everyone. Can’t wait until we see each other again! Be safe!!! Neil John Rogers,

SMA ‘69

Dedication Speech at the Wall of Honor For Claude Bufford Shaw
Editor’s Note. This dedication speech was so moving… it brought tears to our eyes. Captain Claude Bufford Shaw was
placed on our Memorial Wall on Friday afternoon.  This beautiful dedication was delivered by his daughter, Rivers
Thompson.

I am very proud to have nominated my father, Claude Bufford Shaw, for this honor.  He
has exemplified the SMA motto –Truth, Duty and Honor from the time of his entry at the
academy until his death in 2012.  He was born in Wilson, Arkansas on August 31, 1918.  During
the depth of the depression in the spring of 1935, the Memphis Press Scimitar sponsored a
contest for a two year scholarship to Staunton Military Academy.  Over 200 young men applied
and five were selected as finalists.  These five “young lads” spent a day with a panel of judges
in both group and individual interviews.  Dad won the scholarship and in September 1935 he
boarded a train in Memphis bound for Staunton.  At the end of his junior year he excelled in
both academics and sports according to a report in the newspaper which listed his math grade
as 99.5.  He graduated in June 1937 and was awarded the Kable Legion of Honor.  He also
won a prize in geometry and first place in basic military science.  He was a battalion sergeant-
major, won letters in football, basketball, rifle marksmanship, and belonged to the cotillion club.
He returned to for a PG year on a scholarship awarded by SMA while earning an appointment
to the United States Naval Academy. I thank my grandmother for saving all of the newspaper
articles and certificates.

He was a member of the USNA class of 1942.  At the evening meal on December7, 1941
an officer stepped up to the microphone and said, “Gentlemen, Your final exams begin tomorrow”.
The class of 1942 graduated on December 19, 1941.  After a home leave, he reported to his

ship, the USS Walke, as the torpedo officer.  The Walke participated in seven engagements including the Battle of the Coral Sea and
finally the Battle of Guadalcanal on November 1942.  The ship was the lead destroyer down the slot and the first to encounter the
Japanese.  A Japanese torpedo struck the ship, broke it in two and exploded the magazine. The ship sank within two or three minutes and
they were only able to get two life rafts off.  Dad was the senior officer and organized the men in the water.  After 14 hours in the water
they were rescued and taken to an island for medical care.  He served on two more destroyers as gunnery officer and XO before
assuming command of the USS Williamson in November 1945.

In 1954 he was the commanding officer of a destroyer that was being given to Japan to start their Maritime Self Defense Force.
The Japanese had selected the best and brightest of the young officer corps that remained to be the nucleus of their new navy.  Dad was
in charge of the extensive two month training that was done by the American and Japanese crews.  One evening at dinner in the
wardroom, the discussion of where Dad and the Japanese commanding officer were during the war.  The Japanese officer was the
torpedo officer on the ship that had sunk the Walke.  These two will later meet and be bonded in a lifelong friend ship.

Dad’s career continued with tours at the Naval Academy, as commanding officer of two more ships, and on the staff of EUCOM
when it was in France.  When we were living in France, we made trips all over Europe, and one the most memorable was to Normandy.
We visited the church in St. Lô and Dad explained the story of MAJ Thomas Howie and how his men brought his body into the town
draped in a flag on the hood of a jeep and placed him on the steps of the church.  He went
on to explain that MAJ Howe had been his football coach at Staunton.

In 1968 he was assigned as the Commander of Fleet Activities Sasebo Japan.  The
Japanese officers he had trained back in 1954 were now Admirals in the JMSDF.  While
in Japan the ship the US had given Japan in 1954 was due to be given to a South American
Country.  The Japanese advised that they had to return the ship to the officer who had
given the ship to them.  A special formal ceremony was held in the Sasebo harbor and the
ship was returned to Dad.

He retired as a Captain in June 1972 and moved to Heber Spring, Arkansas in 1973.
He dedicated his time and talents to the community through numerous volunteer projects.
He was a founder of Haven House (a battered women and children’s shelter), Cleburne
County Cares (similar to Goodwill), and the Christian Health Center (provides free medical
care).  He was a very active member of Saint Francis Episcopal Church and the Cursillo
Movement of the Episcopal Church in Arkansas.  He was an active member of the
Heber Springs Rotary Club and was a Paul Harris Fellow.

He left three children, nine grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren. His ashes are inurned at the US Naval Academy in Annapolis,
MD

Rivers Thompson dedicates a
Memorial Wall plaque to her
father, Claude Bufford Shaw.
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SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT COMMITTEE

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT
Updated as of May 4, 2015

By Peter Birckhead ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net

713-819-1980

OVER $780,000 HAS BEEN RAISED

While monies and donations continue to come in for the Legacy Fund, both in donations to the Heritage Fund (supporting the
SMAAA and Museum) and in donations to the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund (supporting The VWILL Program), we are now
24 months into our 36 campaign and really need your help to reach our goal of $1.5 Million!  So please consider a donation,
and make your donation today either my mailing a check or going on line to www.sma-alumni.org

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)

$100,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 * (IRA Beneficiary
Designation)
Peter Worth ’57 (cash and pledge) (w/benches, WWI
Monument Restoration, Museum Signage Package
sponsorship and Flag and Flag Pole upkeep
sponsorship) *

$60,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Bill Bissett ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Richard Henderson ‘63 (pledge) *
Robert Parrino ‘75
Patricia and Herk Wolfe ’49 (w/bench sponsorship) *

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 *
John Fuog ‘70
John Michael Garner ’53 *
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration
sponsorship) *
John Vaughan ’63 (w/bench and SMA Eagle
sponsorship) *

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench sponsorship) *

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Charles R. Jenkins ’53 *
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli ’61 *
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 *
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband Frank Lee ’52)
John Nolde ‘63
Floyd Ostrom ’62 (pledge) *
Leslie Taylor ’66 *

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Michael Byington ’61 *(deceased)

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Birckhead ’73 *
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72
Carter Condon (Patron)
Charlie Drumheller ’66 (w/Cannon Restoration
sponsorship)
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ‘68
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 *
Burdette Holmes ’62 *
Robert Horvath ’47 *
Warren Hutton ’75 *
Allen Jones ’48 *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)

SMA-VWIL MEMORIAL WALL CEREMONY 2015
PLAQUE FOR DAVID C. CUMMING, SMA ’59

Delivered by Kelly McGavock, David’s classmate and friend.

This year, I had a personal interest in the selection results, for I had nominated David C.
Cumming from the Class of 1959, and I was very pleased when I heard that the Committee had
selected David as one of this year’s two honorees.

 David Cumming was born in Ocala, Florida, on December 18, 1941, and raised there with
two brothers and one sister.  He entered SMA in September 1957 as a junior and was in the Corps
Band until he graduated in 1959.

David had been assigned as a bugler and was proud that, although he was unable to read a
note of music when he arrived at SMA, he learned to play his parts in all the marches that
required bugles and could play all the bugle calls, such as To The Colors, Mess Call, Call to
Quarters, Taps, and of course the one all you SMA alumni came to love,  … Reveille.   (I said
“you alumni”  because I was a townie day student in 1959 and, sadly, never awoke to the sound
of Reveille at SMA.)

Most of the bugle calls were played by the band’s duty bugler on the asphalt somewhere up
there on the asphalt  behind me.  According to David, being the duty bugler was a “rather lonely” job, but one he was proud to do – especially
on the colder days when he could wear that “snappy gray overcoat, with the cape buttoned-back showing the red liner.”  Those were his
words, by the way, but wasn’t that a sharp looking coat?

As a sergeant in the Drum and Bugle Corps in his senior year, David unselfishly spent a lot of his free time teaching some of the band’s
underclassmen how to play the bugle calls so they could join the ranks of duty buglers the following year. Then, in May 1959, David graduated from
SMA and, that fall, entered Florida State University where he was in the Sigma Chi Fraternity and a member of the ROTC Program.  He graduated
in 1964, receiving his Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminology and a commission as second lieutenant in the Army.

 David’s first assignment was in West Germany as part of the Army’s Third Military Police Company, Third Infantry Division.  After
advancing to first lieutenant in West Germany, David volunteered for Vietnam, and, in January 1967, he arrived in-country.  First Lieutenant
Cumming initially served as a platoon leader with the 25th Military Police Company, 25th Infantry Division at Cu Chi Base Camp which was
about 25 klicks northwest of Saigon … right in the middle of enemy territory.

One of the jobs of the 25th Military Police was escorting large truck convoys over roads that passed through those hostile areas —
convoys that were constantly ambushed by the enemy.

In addition to putting their lives on the line escorting convoys, the 25th MP’s were also responsible for the security of Cu Chi’s six-mile
perimeter as well as screening hundreds of civilian workers each day to ensure that no contraband was brought onto the base.  They also
guarded prisoners of war and provided security for visitors like the USO entertainers that frequently performed for the troops at Cu Chi.  And
– believe it or not – the MP’s were also traffic cops … both on and off the base.

David’s effectiveness as platoon leader resulted in his promotion to captain and assignment as Commander of the 25th Military Police
Company. Prior to his departure from Vietnam, David was awarded the Bronze Star for “Outstanding meritorious achievement against
hostile forces … from January through December 1967.”  Photos of David and the MP’s he commanded can be seen in a display that Arlene
Nicely has graciously put together in the Museum.

Following his honorable discharge from the army in 1968, David joined the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  He first served as an agent
in California until the early 1980’s when he was transferred to Washington, DC, to work in foreign counterintelligence, mostly in a highly-
classified under-cover capacity.

About 10 years later, David returned to his home state of Florida as the FBI’s Special Agent in Charge of a team investigating organized
crime and illegal drug trafficking in the Tampa area.  He worked in that position until he retired from the FBI in December 1998 with 30
years’ service.  David remained active during his retirement, doing Background Investigations and working as a private investigator in
Florida until his death on March 14, 2012, at the age of 70.

I had not known David well during my one year at SMA, but in the four years just prior to his passing, we spoke frequently on the phone
and exchanged email.  He enjoyed talking about his family, his two years here at SMA, and his experiences in the Army and the FBI (just the
unclassified stuff, of course.) He said, in one of our conversations, that he regretted having been unable to attend the fiftieth reunion of our
Class in 2009 – but he assured me he would make it to The Hill for our fifty-fifth in 2014.  Of course, that didn’t happen, but I am confident
he was here in spirit last year, as he is here with us today — probably paying particular attention to how well the buglers will play Taps at the
end of this ceremony.

David is survived by Anne-Marie, his wife of “30 great years,”  four children – Christian, Michelle, Heather, and David, and three special
grandsons, Baergan, Liam, and Keiran.  He also has one surviving brother, Richard, and a sister, Diane.

David Cumming demonstrated the highest standards of “Truth, Duty, and Honor” while he was a student at SMA and Florida State, and through
his exemplary service to the United States during his four years as a commissioned officer and thirty years in the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

It was an honor to have been David’s friend, if only for those few years, and it has been a great privilege for me to be here with you

today to commemorate his extraordinary life
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Continued on next page
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Anthony C. Korvas’59
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67
Mark Orr ’73
Joseph Ritok ’66 *
Tim Scheel ‘73
Ralph Sebrell ’45
David Shipula ‘73
Peter Stark ’50 *
Frederick Walton ‘33
Virginia Windley (Don) ‘70
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron) *

$500+ (BENIFACTOR)
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband Benson
Griffin ’56)
Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Gale and Duke Myers ‘60
David Rhodes ‘72
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *
Louis Stathis ’70
Edmund Smith ‘76
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)

$250+ (BENIFACTOR)
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 *
Geoffrey Hall ‘65
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Christopher Jones ‘71
William Lambert ’62
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
W. John Turner ‘67
Lee Woody ‘47

$200+ (BENIFACTOR)
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
Craig E. Hanson ‘74
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of Maj.
Thomas Howie) *
Steve Landa ’63 *
Edmund Leigh ‘74
James H. Stevenson ‘58
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog Mem. Fund) *

$100+ (BENIFACTOR)
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
Jose Colon ’60
John Conomikes ‘50
Wesley G. Constable ’61 *
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ‘51
Tad Hall ’73
Mark Hancock ‘62
John C. Hildebrand ‘72
Page Kable (Patron)
Lee Lawrence ‘56
Stanley Lesniak ‘67
Glen MacFadden ‘59
Randall Melton ‘76
Gordon Milestone ‘43
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Russell Ogan ‘70
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
Peter Phillips ‘50
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Robert Remaley (Patron)
Neil J. Rogers ‘69
Wayne Scholtes ‘64
George Shiarella ‘48
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her husband
Dale Frederick Snell ’56)
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
Frank Till ‘71
John T. Turner ‘67
W. John Turner ’67
Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
Peter Voss ’48
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty)
Lee P. Woody ’47 *

$50+ (BENIFACTOR)
Richard Alonzo ’64‘
William Baldwin III ‘64
Bruce Buchanan ‘66

Two 1st Captains: Tom Phillips, ’74 and
Lee Lawrence, ’56. Chip Pfister, ’67 and Anthony Betz, ’67.

David Pomeroy, ’69 and George Morgan, ’70. Our SMA Historian, Greg Robertson, ’70 is recognized.

Class of ’73 (L-R): David Shipula, Bill Hildebrand,
Mark Orr,  Robert Taylor, and Peter Birckhead.

L-R: Lynden Whitmer, ’71; Patricia Whitmer;  and three
VWIL cadets: C/Sgt Munn; C/Sgt Hunt; C/Sgt Narvaez

.

Outside Kathy’s on Sunday morning (L-R):
Burdette Holmes, ’62; Tom Davis, ’62; Leeland

Ozawa, ’61; Floyd Ostrom, ’62.

L-R: C/Hoach; Lou Stathis, ’70; Charles Scott, ’70;
David Tinker, ’69; and Patti Tinker
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$50+ (BENIFACTOR) cont.
Carol Caldwallader Patron (in honor of Lewis
Caldwallader ‘55)
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of James Deehan ’55)
Robert Flatford ’66 *
William Foard ’56
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoffry Hall ’64)
Scott Holcomb ‘66
Ben Hudson ’54
John Kelly ‘57
Joseph Koch ‘53
Edward McLorie ’63
Alan Messer ‘68
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of Duke Myers
deceased)
Edward Patsch ’53 *
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
AJ Scolio ‘43
William Summers ‘60
Robert Tabor ‘58
Jon Walker ‘54

$25+ (BENIFACTOR)
James Adams ‘59
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of her
husband John Armstrong’37)
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
Robert Coyner ’49

$25+ (BENIFACTOR) cont.
Everette Doffermyre ‘66
John Diemer ‘67
Anthony Disher, Jr. ‘72
Michael Deuting ‘59
Carlos Ferro ;’51
Douglas Godwin ‘69
Ben Hollis ‘58
James Hayslip ‘75
Stanley Kaplan ‘54
Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Edward Mann ‘46
Kirk Moberley ‘63
Michael Meyers ‘59
Dan Newman ‘60
William Pandak ‘73
Brooke Read ‘46
Darrell Richardson ‘67
William Suppes, Jr. ‘45
Lawrence Steele III ‘61
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
Carl Winnefeld ‘61

$15+ (BENIFACTOR)
Mark Butterworth 51’
Claude L. Crawford ’57 (Faculty)
Daniel Hunt ‘62
James Spencer (Patron)

Thanks to all of these alumni who have supported the Legacy Fund Project and helped to ensure the memories, traditions
and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity and as an association we are able to continue to provide scholarships for and
support organizations such as the VWIL Program at MBC, that exemplify our core values of Truth, Duty and Honor.

The listing above represents only 10% of alumni giving. There are still 90% of those of you who have not made a donation!
Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No amount is too small and all donations are fully tax deductible.

It is easy to donate, just contact me directly and we can discuss all options available to help you.  Peter Birckhead, SMA
’73, peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 713-819-1980.

Thanks

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

Note: if you don’t see your name and have donated please let me know. If you have donated more than once and do not
have a “*” next to your name, please let me know.
Peter Birckhead

L-R: Robert Parrino, ’75; Warren Hutton, ’75;
Russell Penniman, ’75; Ed Newbegin, ’75. L-R: Julian Lake, ’74; Eugene Ehmann, ’74.

 L-R: David Marshall, ’72; David Shipula, ’73;
Marie Marshall. Deborah and John Meise, ’72.

L-R: Jay Nedry, ’69; Larry Atkinson, ’67; Robert
Wease, faculty; Ed Newbegin, ’75; Gary Binge, ’76.

L-R: Margaret Ostrom; Yvonne Musolf; Leland
Ozawa, ’61; Larry Hertzberg, ’62

Robert Parrinno, ’75 and Warren Hutton, ’75. Our guest speaker, Admiral Russell Penniman, SMA ’75.
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FIRST MEMBERS OF THE KABLE SOCIETY NAMED

Peter Birckhead, Chairman of the Legacy Fund Project, named Barry and Regina Longyear, SMA ‘60  and Peter Worth, SMA ’57 as the
newest members of the Kable Society in recognition of their donations to the Legacy Fund of $100,000 or more.

The Kable Society was created to recognize and honor those alumni who donate $100,000 or more to the Legacy Fund.  Membership
in the Kable Society comes with special benefits and privileges including lifetime membership in the SMA Alumni Association and registrations
to our future reunions.

Although the Longyears and Peter Worth were not present at this year’s reunion Peter Birckhead publicly recognized them for their
contributions.

Here are Peter’s notes from his presentation at the banquet Saturday night.
BARRY LONGYEAR ’60  AND HIS WIFE REGINA - (KABLE SOCIETY)
Although Barry and Regina are not with us tonight, I would like to recognize them as members of the SMA AA Kable Society in

recognition of their donation of $100,000 or more in cash and life insurance beneficiary disgnations.
Barry and Regina are from New Sharon, Maine.  Barry is originally from Pennsylvania, and Regina is from Michigan where they meet

next month for the celebration of their 48th wedding anniversary.  They met in college and have been together ever since.  As many of you
know, Barry is an accomplished author of numerous books, essays, and articles, some of which are on display in our museum.  Barry is
widely known for his book titled “Enemy Mine” which was made into a movie starring Dennis Quaid and Lou Gossich.

Barry graduated from SMA in 1960.  As a senior, he was a 1st LT in “D” Company.  While at Staunton, Barry was a cheerleader, was on
the Kablegram staff, and a member of the Howie Rifles.

PETER WORTH ’57 (SMA 1952-1957)
Peter has done quite well since his days at SMA.  He is Chairman & CEO and the founder of America Benefits Consulting of New York

City.  Peter has over 40 years of experience in the insurance and benefits business and has a long track record of success in helping some
of the largest companies in the world provide cost effective, industry leading benefit programs to both the  executive group and total
employee population.

Recently, American Benefits Consulting was Alliant Insurance Services.  Alliant Insurance Services is one of the largest insurance
brokerage firms in the United States and has a history dating back to 1925.  Peter Worth was appointed Vice Chairman OF Alliant and
additionally serves as Chairman & CEO of Worth Corporate Planning LLC.

Peter is originally from and continues to make his home in New York City.  He actually has an apartment in the United Nations Plaza.
How cool is that?  Peter has three children and two grandchildren.

Peter enjoys golf, reading, and studying history/politics.  He is very active in community services and charities.  Peter is a VERY
generous donor to a wide variety of philanthropic  organizations and  is a member of the Board of Trustees for The Silver Shield Foundation,
a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting the Families Of   fire and port authority officers in the NEW York area killed in the line of
duty.

Peter attended SMA starting in the Junior School and accredits SMA for  being a life changing event for him.  During his senior year, he
was a 2nd LT in “F” Company.  While at SMA, Peter played J.V. basketball and J.V. football.  He was awarded the Headmaster’s and
Superintendent’s ribbon.

PETER deeply values the comradery he experienced and the genuine personal relationships he built while at SMA which have lasted him
a lifetime.

Here a few comments from his classmates in 1957.
Nick Berklich wanted to know if you ever forgave him for the day you two were playing football together, and he tackled you into a pile

of cow manure.
George Collier wanted everyone to know that you were quite the class pranter – always making everyone laugh with some comment or

behavior. George was not clear if you were the guy that might have stuck pencils in the ceiling or threw spit balls in class or not.  He certainly
did not to accuse you of being that guy! But from what we have heard, you might very well be that guy.

Gerry Bernfield lived next to you in North Barracks in his senior year.  He wanted you to know he would have attended this reunion if
his health allowed him to do so.  He said you are just one heck of a likeable guy, and he has always had fond memories of you.  He asked me
to thank you for all you have done for SMA.

The most notable and interesting comments came from one your fellow graduates, Barry Goldwater, Jr.  First, Barry said he seemed to
recall that Peter occasionally cheated a little at golf, hid liquor under the floor boards of South Barracks AND led a mini panty raid on Stuart
Hall.  Barry further said that Peter used to boast that he taught women to play golf. He would start them with irons and work them into the
woods.  Barry went on to say he remembered Peter got so depressed one day that he called the suicide hot line and got the call center in
Pakistan. When Peter told them he was suicidal, they got all excited and asked if he could drive a truck. Barry continued to say that Peter has
reached the age where “happy hour” is a nap.  And finally, Barry said that John Dean accused Peter of having a photographic memory which
was never developed.

On a more serious note, Peter and I have worked together over the past nine months or so on the various projects Peter has sponsored.
First of all, Peter purchased two benches in Kable Courtyard in honor of his friends and fellow classmates at SMA.  Next, Peter worth
sponsored the full restoration of the WWI monument on Flagpole Hill.  As many of you know, this monument was falling apart. Third, Peter
has agreed through his annual donations to keep the United States Flag and flag pole on Flag Pole Hill always standing tall and in pristine
condition.  And finally, and most recently, Peter agreed to sponsor a new signage package for the SMA/VWIL museum which was installed
last week.  The signage package was greatly needed to give the museum an enhanced and quality identity within the MBC campus.

Thank you Barry and Peter!
Peter Birckhead, SMA Legacy Fund Project Chairman
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At Marino’s: Warren Hutton, ’75 and
Peter Birckhead, ’73.

At the wall: Tom Phillips, ’74; General Djuric;
John Nolde, ’63.

At the Memorial Wall, our Flag still waves. VWIL Color Guard with two exchange cadets from India.

Looking sharp!  David Marshall leads “Old Boys”
to Kable Field.

SMA AA President-elect Tom Davis, ’62 greets
General Mike Bissell.

L-R: Robert Digiacomo, ’69; Patricia Digiacomo;
Charles Scott, ’70.

Four of the 20 VWIL cadets who joined us at the banquet. L-R:
C/Sgt Daniels; C/Cpt Western; C/Jamerson; C/Lovretich
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FOUR SMA ALUMNI AND ONE NEW “OLD BOY” HONORED FOR THEIR SUPPORT
OF THE LEGACY FUND PROJECT

reunion 2015 reunion 2015 reunion 2015 reunion 2015 reunion 2015 2015 RUNION NEWS FLASH!!!

Jim Rice, SMA PG 63, receives his Lieutenant’s commission
and U.S. flag  from Bill Bissett and Peter Birckhead.

Brent Douglass, Director of Facilities for Mary Baldwin
College, receives his “Old Boy” certificate along with belt

buckle, brass, shield, and name tag.

Richard Henderson, SMA ‘63" receives his certificate from
Bill Bissett and Peter Birckhead.

Five SMA Alumni were honored for their extremely
generous contributions of either cash, pledges, sponsorships
or devotion of time to the Legacy Fund Project at the Saturday
night banquet during the recent 2015 Reunion held in Staunton.

After giving a brief history, explanation and update on
the Legacy Fund Project and recognizing all contributors to
the Legacy Fund that were present at the Saturday night
banquet Peter Birckhead, Chairman of the Legacy Fund
Project, made the following presentations:

Richard Henderson, SMA ’63, was named a Lieutenant
in the SMA Alumni Association and presented a certificate for his
contributions and pledges of $10,000 or more.

Jack Dalbo, SMA ’68, was named a First Caption in
the SMA Alumni Association and presented a certificate
for his contributions and pledges of $50,000 or more.

Jack Dalbo, SMA ’68, receives his “commission” as a
Lieutenant in the Alumni Associaton.

Jim Rice, SMA PG ’63, was named a Lieutenant in
the SMA Alumni Association and presented a certificate for
his contributions of $10,000 or more. Furthermore Jim was
presented with United States Flag flown on Flag Pole Hill
and encased in a shadow box in recognition and appreciation
for his sponsorship of a bench on Flag Pole Hill and the
restoration of the Cannon on Flag Pole Hill.

Peter Worth, SMA ’57, was named to the newly
formed Kable Society for his contributions and pledges of
$100,000 or more.  Although Peter Worth was not present
he will receive a United States Flag flown on Flag Pole Hill
and encased in a shadow box in recognition and appreciation
for his sponsorship of 2 benches in Kable Courtyard, the
restoration of the WWI Monument, the long term care of
the US Flag and pole on Flag Pole Hill, and the new signage
package for the SMA/VWIL Museum.

Brent Douglass, Director of Facilities for Mary
Baldwin College, was named an “Honorary Old Boy”
of the SMA Cadet Corps for his endless devotion of
time and effort in seeing through the installing and completion
of 12 benches throughout the Mary Baldwin Campus, the
restoration of the WWI Monument and Cannon on Flag
Pole Hill, and the recently installed new signage package
for the SMA/VWIL Museum.

reunion 2015reunion 2015reunion 2015reunion 2015reunion 2015

Raffle Winners at the Reunion
This year’s raffle winners are:

1. grand winner of $4,080 was Stuart Smith.
2. three winners of $400 each were Gale Myers, Joseph

Garner, and Stanley Lesniak.
3. two winners of $180 each were Phillip Farber and Leslie Taylor.
4. four winners of $90 each were James Jordan and Peter

Birckhead, 3 times.
It is also worth noting that in the three years of the reunion raffle, we
have awarded $22,800 in cash prizes and also contributed the same
amount ($22,800) to the SMA Foundation. Al Rossy, selling tickets up to the last minute.
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L-R: Chip Pfister, ’67; John Ricca, ‘67; Robert
Parker, ’67; Larry Atkinson, ’67, Peter Mahoney, ‘67

L-R: Bill Bissett, ’74; Tom Phillips, ’74, Peter
Birckhead, ’73, General Djuric

L-R: Marie Marshall; David Marshall,  ’72, Eugene
Ehmann, ’74.

Ralph Sebrell, ’45; Tom Phillips, ’74; Ann Sebrell.

Pauline Summers; Richard Summers, ’65; Antonio
Vincens, ’65.

John Reynolds, ’50; Frank Allen, ’47,
Allen Jones, ’48.
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L-R: Chip Pfister, ’67; John Ricca, ‘67; Robert
Parker, ’67; Larry Atkinson, ’67, Peter Mahoney, ‘67

L-R: Bill Bissett, ’74; Tom Phillips, ’74, Peter
Birckhead, ’73, General Djuric

L-R: Marie Marshall; David Marshall,  ’72, Eugene
Ehmann, ’74.

Ralph Sebrell, ’45; Tom Phillips, ’74; Ann Sebrell.

Pauline Summers; Richard Summers, ’65; Antonio
Vincens, ’65.

John Reynolds, ’50; Frank Allen, ’47,
Allen Jones, ’48.
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FIRST MEMBERS OF THE KABLE SOCIETY NAMED

Peter Birckhead, Chairman of the Legacy Fund Project, named Barry and Regina Longyear, SMA ‘60  and Peter Worth, SMA ’57 as the
newest members of the Kable Society in recognition of their donations to the Legacy Fund of $100,000 or more.

The Kable Society was created to recognize and honor those alumni who donate $100,000 or more to the Legacy Fund.  Membership
in the Kable Society comes with special benefits and privileges including lifetime membership in the SMA Alumni Association and registrations
to our future reunions.

Although the Longyears and Peter Worth were not present at this year’s reunion Peter Birckhead publicly recognized them for their
contributions.

Here are Peter’s notes from his presentation at the banquet Saturday night.
BARRY LONGYEAR ’60  AND HIS WIFE REGINA - (KABLE SOCIETY)
Although Barry and Regina are not with us tonight, I would like to recognize them as members of the SMA AA Kable Society in

recognition of their donation of $100,000 or more in cash and life insurance beneficiary disgnations.
Barry and Regina are from New Sharon, Maine.  Barry is originally from Pennsylvania, and Regina is from Michigan where they meet

next month for the celebration of their 48th wedding anniversary.  They met in college and have been together ever since.  As many of you
know, Barry is an accomplished author of numerous books, essays, and articles, some of which are on display in our museum.  Barry is
widely known for his book titled “Enemy Mine” which was made into a movie starring Dennis Quaid and Lou Gossich.

Barry graduated from SMA in 1960.  As a senior, he was a 1st LT in “D” Company.  While at Staunton, Barry was a cheerleader, was on
the Kablegram staff, and a member of the Howie Rifles.

PETER WORTH ’57 (SMA 1952-1957)
Peter has done quite well since his days at SMA.  He is Chairman & CEO and the founder of America Benefits Consulting of New York

City.  Peter has over 40 years of experience in the insurance and benefits business and has a long track record of success in helping some
of the largest companies in the world provide cost effective, industry leading benefit programs to both the  executive group and total
employee population.

Recently, American Benefits Consulting was Alliant Insurance Services.  Alliant Insurance Services is one of the largest insurance
brokerage firms in the United States and has a history dating back to 1925.  Peter Worth was appointed Vice Chairman OF Alliant and
additionally serves as Chairman & CEO of Worth Corporate Planning LLC.

Peter is originally from and continues to make his home in New York City.  He actually has an apartment in the United Nations Plaza.
How cool is that?  Peter has three children and two grandchildren.

Peter enjoys golf, reading, and studying history/politics.  He is very active in community services and charities.  Peter is a VERY
generous donor to a wide variety of philanthropic  organizations and  is a member of the Board of Trustees for The Silver Shield Foundation,
a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting the Families Of   fire and port authority officers in the NEW York area killed in the line of
duty.

Peter attended SMA starting in the Junior School and accredits SMA for  being a life changing event for him.  During his senior year, he
was a 2nd LT in “F” Company.  While at SMA, Peter played J.V. basketball and J.V. football.  He was awarded the Headmaster’s and
Superintendent’s ribbon.

PETER deeply values the comradery he experienced and the genuine personal relationships he built while at SMA which have lasted him
a lifetime.

Here a few comments from his classmates in 1957.
Nick Berklich wanted to know if you ever forgave him for the day you two were playing football together, and he tackled you into a pile

of cow manure.
George Collier wanted everyone to know that you were quite the class pranter – always making everyone laugh with some comment or

behavior. George was not clear if you were the guy that might have stuck pencils in the ceiling or threw spit balls in class or not.  He certainly
did not to accuse you of being that guy! But from what we have heard, you might very well be that guy.

Gerry Bernfield lived next to you in North Barracks in his senior year.  He wanted you to know he would have attended this reunion if
his health allowed him to do so.  He said you are just one heck of a likeable guy, and he has always had fond memories of you.  He asked me
to thank you for all you have done for SMA.

The most notable and interesting comments came from one your fellow graduates, Barry Goldwater, Jr.  First, Barry said he seemed to
recall that Peter occasionally cheated a little at golf, hid liquor under the floor boards of South Barracks AND led a mini panty raid on Stuart
Hall.  Barry further said that Peter used to boast that he taught women to play golf. He would start them with irons and work them into the
woods.  Barry went on to say he remembered Peter got so depressed one day that he called the suicide hot line and got the call center in
Pakistan. When Peter told them he was suicidal, they got all excited and asked if he could drive a truck. Barry continued to say that Peter has
reached the age where “happy hour” is a nap.  And finally, Barry said that John Dean accused Peter of having a photographic memory which
was never developed.

On a more serious note, Peter and I have worked together over the past nine months or so on the various projects Peter has sponsored.
First of all, Peter purchased two benches in Kable Courtyard in honor of his friends and fellow classmates at SMA.  Next, Peter worth
sponsored the full restoration of the WWI monument on Flagpole Hill.  As many of you know, this monument was falling apart. Third, Peter
has agreed through his annual donations to keep the United States Flag and flag pole on Flag Pole Hill always standing tall and in pristine
condition.  And finally, and most recently, Peter agreed to sponsor a new signage package for the SMA/VWIL museum which was installed
last week.  The signage package was greatly needed to give the museum an enhanced and quality identity within the MBC campus.

Thank you Barry and Peter!
Peter Birckhead, SMA Legacy Fund Project Chairman
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At Marino’s: Warren Hutton, ’75 and
Peter Birckhead, ’73.

At the wall: Tom Phillips, ’74; General Djuric;
John Nolde, ’63.

At the Memorial Wall, our Flag still waves. VWIL Color Guard with two exchange cadets from India.

Looking sharp!  David Marshall leads “Old Boys”
to Kable Field.

SMA AA President-elect Tom Davis, ’62 greets
General Mike Bissell.

L-R: Robert Digiacomo, ’69; Patricia Digiacomo;
Charles Scott, ’70.

Four of the 20 VWIL cadets who joined us at the banquet. L-R:
C/Sgt Daniels; C/Cpt Western; C/Jamerson; C/Lovretich
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$50+ (BENIFACTOR) cont.
Carol Caldwallader Patron (in honor of Lewis
Caldwallader ‘55)
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of James Deehan ’55)
Robert Flatford ’66 *
William Foard ’56
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoffry Hall ’64)
Scott Holcomb ‘66
Ben Hudson ’54
John Kelly ‘57
Joseph Koch ‘53
Edward McLorie ’63
Alan Messer ‘68
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of Duke Myers
deceased)
Edward Patsch ’53 *
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
AJ Scolio ‘43
William Summers ‘60
Robert Tabor ‘58
Jon Walker ‘54

$25+ (BENIFACTOR)
James Adams ‘59
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of her
husband John Armstrong’37)
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
Robert Coyner ’49

$25+ (BENIFACTOR) cont.
Everette Doffermyre ‘66
John Diemer ‘67
Anthony Disher, Jr. ‘72
Michael Deuting ‘59
Carlos Ferro ;’51
Douglas Godwin ‘69
Ben Hollis ‘58
James Hayslip ‘75
Stanley Kaplan ‘54
Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Edward Mann ‘46
Kirk Moberley ‘63
Michael Meyers ‘59
Dan Newman ‘60
William Pandak ‘73
Brooke Read ‘46
Darrell Richardson ‘67
William Suppes, Jr. ‘45
Lawrence Steele III ‘61
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
Carl Winnefeld ‘61

$15+ (BENIFACTOR)
Mark Butterworth 51’
Claude L. Crawford ’57 (Faculty)
Daniel Hunt ‘62
James Spencer (Patron)

Thanks to all of these alumni who have supported the Legacy Fund Project and helped to ensure the memories, traditions
and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity and as an association we are able to continue to provide scholarships for and
support organizations such as the VWIL Program at MBC, that exemplify our core values of Truth, Duty and Honor.

The listing above represents only 10% of alumni giving. There are still 90% of those of you who have not made a donation!
Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No amount is too small and all donations are fully tax deductible.

It is easy to donate, just contact me directly and we can discuss all options available to help you.  Peter Birckhead, SMA
’73, peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 713-819-1980.

Thanks

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

Note: if you don’t see your name and have donated please let me know. If you have donated more than once and do not
have a “*” next to your name, please let me know.
Peter Birckhead

L-R: Robert Parrino, ’75; Warren Hutton, ’75;
Russell Penniman, ’75; Ed Newbegin, ’75. L-R: Julian Lake, ’74; Eugene Ehmann, ’74.

 L-R: David Marshall, ’72; David Shipula, ’73;
Marie Marshall. Deborah and John Meise, ’72.

L-R: Jay Nedry, ’69; Larry Atkinson, ’67; Robert
Wease, faculty; Ed Newbegin, ’75; Gary Binge, ’76.

L-R: Margaret Ostrom; Yvonne Musolf; Leland
Ozawa, ’61; Larry Hertzberg, ’62

Robert Parrinno, ’75 and Warren Hutton, ’75. Our guest speaker, Admiral Russell Penniman, SMA ’75.
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Continued on next page
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Anthony C. Korvas’59
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67
Mark Orr ’73
Joseph Ritok ’66 *
Tim Scheel ‘73
Ralph Sebrell ’45
David Shipula ‘73
Peter Stark ’50 *
Frederick Walton ‘33
Virginia Windley (Don) ‘70
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron) *

$500+ (BENIFACTOR)
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband Benson
Griffin ’56)
Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Gale and Duke Myers ‘60
David Rhodes ‘72
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *
Louis Stathis ’70
Edmund Smith ‘76
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)

$250+ (BENIFACTOR)
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 *
Geoffrey Hall ‘65
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Christopher Jones ‘71
William Lambert ’62
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
W. John Turner ‘67
Lee Woody ‘47

$200+ (BENIFACTOR)
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
Craig E. Hanson ‘74
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of Maj.
Thomas Howie) *
Steve Landa ’63 *
Edmund Leigh ‘74
James H. Stevenson ‘58
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog Mem. Fund) *

$100+ (BENIFACTOR)
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
Jose Colon ’60
John Conomikes ‘50
Wesley G. Constable ’61 *
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ‘51
Tad Hall ’73
Mark Hancock ‘62
John C. Hildebrand ‘72
Page Kable (Patron)
Lee Lawrence ‘56
Stanley Lesniak ‘67
Glen MacFadden ‘59
Randall Melton ‘76
Gordon Milestone ‘43
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Russell Ogan ‘70
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
Peter Phillips ‘50
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Robert Remaley (Patron)
Neil J. Rogers ‘69
Wayne Scholtes ‘64
George Shiarella ‘48
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her husband
Dale Frederick Snell ’56)
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
Frank Till ‘71
John T. Turner ‘67
W. John Turner ’67
Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
Peter Voss ’48
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty)
Lee P. Woody ’47 *

$50+ (BENIFACTOR)
Richard Alonzo ’64‘
William Baldwin III ‘64
Bruce Buchanan ‘66

Two 1st Captains: Tom Phillips, ’74 and
Lee Lawrence, ’56. Chip Pfister, ’67 and Anthony Betz, ’67.

David Pomeroy, ’69 and George Morgan, ’70. Our SMA Historian, Greg Robertson, ’70 is recognized.

Class of ’73 (L-R): David Shipula, Bill Hildebrand,
Mark Orr,  Robert Taylor, and Peter Birckhead.

L-R: Lynden Whitmer, ’71; Patricia Whitmer;  and three
VWIL cadets: C/Sgt Munn; C/Sgt Hunt; C/Sgt Narvaez

.

Outside Kathy’s on Sunday morning (L-R):
Burdette Holmes, ’62; Tom Davis, ’62; Leeland

Ozawa, ’61; Floyd Ostrom, ’62.

L-R: C/Hoach; Lou Stathis, ’70; Charles Scott, ’70;
David Tinker, ’69; and Patti Tinker
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SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT
Updated as of May 4, 2015

By Peter Birckhead ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net

713-819-1980

OVER $780,000 HAS BEEN RAISED

While monies and donations continue to come in for the Legacy Fund, both in donations to the Heritage Fund (supporting the
SMAAA and Museum) and in donations to the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund (supporting The VWILL Program), we are now
24 months into our 36 campaign and really need your help to reach our goal of $1.5 Million!  So please consider a donation,
and make your donation today either my mailing a check or going on line to www.sma-alumni.org

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)

$100,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 * (IRA Beneficiary
Designation)
Peter Worth ’57 (cash and pledge) (w/benches, WWI
Monument Restoration, Museum Signage Package
sponsorship and Flag and Flag Pole upkeep
sponsorship) *

$60,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Bill Bissett ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Richard Henderson ‘63 (pledge) *
Robert Parrino ‘75
Patricia and Herk Wolfe ’49 (w/bench sponsorship) *

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 *
John Fuog ‘70
John Michael Garner ’53 *
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration
sponsorship) *
John Vaughan ’63 (w/bench and SMA Eagle
sponsorship) *

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench sponsorship) *

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Charles R. Jenkins ’53 *
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli ’61 *
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 *
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband Frank Lee ’52)
John Nolde ‘63
Floyd Ostrom ’62 (pledge) *
Leslie Taylor ’66 *

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Michael Byington ’61 *(deceased)

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Birckhead ’73 *
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72
Carter Condon (Patron)
Charlie Drumheller ’66 (w/Cannon Restoration
sponsorship)
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ‘68
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 *
Burdette Holmes ’62 *
Robert Horvath ’47 *
Warren Hutton ’75 *
Allen Jones ’48 *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)

SMA-VWIL MEMORIAL WALL CEREMONY 2015
PLAQUE FOR DAVID C. CUMMING, SMA ’59

Delivered by Kelly McGavock, David’s classmate and friend.

This year, I had a personal interest in the selection results, for I had nominated David C.
Cumming from the Class of 1959, and I was very pleased when I heard that the Committee had
selected David as one of this year’s two honorees.

 David Cumming was born in Ocala, Florida, on December 18, 1941, and raised there with
two brothers and one sister.  He entered SMA in September 1957 as a junior and was in the Corps
Band until he graduated in 1959.

David had been assigned as a bugler and was proud that, although he was unable to read a
note of music when he arrived at SMA, he learned to play his parts in all the marches that
required bugles and could play all the bugle calls, such as To The Colors, Mess Call, Call to
Quarters, Taps, and of course the one all you SMA alumni came to love,  … Reveille.   (I said
“you alumni”  because I was a townie day student in 1959 and, sadly, never awoke to the sound
of Reveille at SMA.)

Most of the bugle calls were played by the band’s duty bugler on the asphalt somewhere up
there on the asphalt  behind me.  According to David, being the duty bugler was a “rather lonely” job, but one he was proud to do – especially
on the colder days when he could wear that “snappy gray overcoat, with the cape buttoned-back showing the red liner.”  Those were his
words, by the way, but wasn’t that a sharp looking coat?

As a sergeant in the Drum and Bugle Corps in his senior year, David unselfishly spent a lot of his free time teaching some of the band’s
underclassmen how to play the bugle calls so they could join the ranks of duty buglers the following year. Then, in May 1959, David graduated from
SMA and, that fall, entered Florida State University where he was in the Sigma Chi Fraternity and a member of the ROTC Program.  He graduated
in 1964, receiving his Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminology and a commission as second lieutenant in the Army.

 David’s first assignment was in West Germany as part of the Army’s Third Military Police Company, Third Infantry Division.  After
advancing to first lieutenant in West Germany, David volunteered for Vietnam, and, in January 1967, he arrived in-country.  First Lieutenant
Cumming initially served as a platoon leader with the 25th Military Police Company, 25th Infantry Division at Cu Chi Base Camp which was
about 25 klicks northwest of Saigon … right in the middle of enemy territory.

One of the jobs of the 25th Military Police was escorting large truck convoys over roads that passed through those hostile areas —
convoys that were constantly ambushed by the enemy.

In addition to putting their lives on the line escorting convoys, the 25th MP’s were also responsible for the security of Cu Chi’s six-mile
perimeter as well as screening hundreds of civilian workers each day to ensure that no contraband was brought onto the base.  They also
guarded prisoners of war and provided security for visitors like the USO entertainers that frequently performed for the troops at Cu Chi.  And
– believe it or not – the MP’s were also traffic cops … both on and off the base.

David’s effectiveness as platoon leader resulted in his promotion to captain and assignment as Commander of the 25th Military Police
Company. Prior to his departure from Vietnam, David was awarded the Bronze Star for “Outstanding meritorious achievement against
hostile forces … from January through December 1967.”  Photos of David and the MP’s he commanded can be seen in a display that Arlene
Nicely has graciously put together in the Museum.

Following his honorable discharge from the army in 1968, David joined the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  He first served as an agent
in California until the early 1980’s when he was transferred to Washington, DC, to work in foreign counterintelligence, mostly in a highly-
classified under-cover capacity.

About 10 years later, David returned to his home state of Florida as the FBI’s Special Agent in Charge of a team investigating organized
crime and illegal drug trafficking in the Tampa area.  He worked in that position until he retired from the FBI in December 1998 with 30
years’ service.  David remained active during his retirement, doing Background Investigations and working as a private investigator in
Florida until his death on March 14, 2012, at the age of 70.

I had not known David well during my one year at SMA, but in the four years just prior to his passing, we spoke frequently on the phone
and exchanged email.  He enjoyed talking about his family, his two years here at SMA, and his experiences in the Army and the FBI (just the
unclassified stuff, of course.) He said, in one of our conversations, that he regretted having been unable to attend the fiftieth reunion of our
Class in 2009 – but he assured me he would make it to The Hill for our fifty-fifth in 2014.  Of course, that didn’t happen, but I am confident
he was here in spirit last year, as he is here with us today — probably paying particular attention to how well the buglers will play Taps at the
end of this ceremony.

David is survived by Anne-Marie, his wife of “30 great years,”  four children – Christian, Michelle, Heather, and David, and three special
grandsons, Baergan, Liam, and Keiran.  He also has one surviving brother, Richard, and a sister, Diane.

David Cumming demonstrated the highest standards of “Truth, Duty, and Honor” while he was a student at SMA and Florida State, and through
his exemplary service to the United States during his four years as a commissioned officer and thirty years in the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

It was an honor to have been David’s friend, if only for those few years, and it has been a great privilege for me to be here with you

today to commemorate his extraordinary life
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5. JOINT REUNIONS – It was nice to have our AMA brothers join in our events and us in theirs.  We’re the same. 
Several positive comments posted by AMA about the dance and our museum.  Lesson – we need to encourage continued
joint reunions supported by more joint events/activities with shared costs. Sharing costs will benefit everyone.
6. SCHOLARSHIPS – We need to increase the award level of the SMA Alumni Leadership Scholarships.  It used to
be one $2,500 scholarship, but was changed to two $1,000 scholarships. We need to consider increasing our scholarships
awards to $2,500 each. I was embarrassed when all the others were at least $2,000 each.  Lesson – Help cadets by
increasing our scholarships to a more meaningful and comparable level.
7. BANQUET KEY NOTE SPEAKER – Russ Penniman did a fantastic job as our speaker.  We have many more
living alumni that can do the same.  Lesson – we should look amongst our own alumni list first to find our reunion speaker. 
Start with the Hall of Fame listing.
8. PHOTOS – Ed Smith is to be commended for all the pictures he took this year.  They are posted on our Facebook
page. He seems to have been everywhere at the right time.  How he did it, I have no idea.  Lesson – Ed Smith keep doing
what he did this year!!!
9. YEARBOOK PHOTO PINS/BUTTONS – We need to officially thank Bob DiGiacomo, ’69, for making all the
photo buttons/pins for attendees this year.  What a nice addition and conversation maker.  Lesson – continue this.
10. MILESTONE CLASSES – We need to support and encourage those classes with milestone reunions (ending in a 0
or 5) to contact their classmates and get them to attend.  This year, the Class of 1970 had 13 attendees.  We can do better. 
Lesson – begin now working with the classes ending in “1’s” and “6’s” to start the process of contacting their classmates &
friends to attend.  The class with the most attendees should be recognized during the banquet with perhaps a free round of
drinks at the bar afterwards or something.

 
Gentleman – I had a great time this and it was a pleasure being in your company.  The drive home is always one with a smile on
my face as I recall the conversations and stories over the weekend.  We have something special . . . something that regular H.S.
graduating classes don’t have and can never understand.  Our school doesn’t even exist anymore, but we are still able to pull
off reunions like this . . . simply amazing!!!
 
See the comments below from our SMA Facebook page.
 
TDH, Mark Orr, SMA ’73,
SMA Alumni Assoc. Webmaster
 

Here are a few comments from our SMA Facebook page:
 

• Gentlemen, from an AMA ’66 grad, I want to thank you all for a fantastic dance at the Clock Tower and the hospitality
on our visit to your museum. I met a lot of you at the Howard Johnson, and it was a great experience. Look forward to
the dance next year and meeting more of you guys. Jim Bewley, AMA ‘66

 
• It amazes me how effective they were at keeping us separated, back in the day. Until the dance I had never met or

spoken to an SMA cadet in my life. Not only did I meet some very nice SMA guys, but one even bought me a beer. Jim
Bewley, AMA ‘66

 
• Thanks to our SMA brothers for a fantastic evening! It was proof positive that we are indeed brothers with the same

type of crazy going for us. This was great fun and beautiful fellowship. Thank you. Richard Lassiter, AMA
 
• Thank you for a great dance Friday night! We had a blast! Thank you to the guys who participated in the shoot

Saturday! We need to do this every year! Ed Rogerville, AMA ‘76
 
• Had a great time at this year’s reunion! Great seeing everyone, especially enjoyed dinner Thursday night with Maj.

Wease and Vames. Great time at the banquet Saturday night. Congrats to the Jay Nedry and the Board. Already have
my reservation for next year. Philip Farber, SMA ‘69

 
• What a fun night of dancing! I even got Tom Davis on the dance floor !  Connie Davis (Tom Davis wife)
 
• Great, great weekend. Loved seeing everyone. Can’t wait until we see each other again! Be safe!!! Neil John Rogers,

SMA ‘69

Dedication Speech at the Wall of Honor For Claude Bufford Shaw
Editor’s Note. This dedication speech was so moving… it brought tears to our eyes. Captain Claude Bufford Shaw was
placed on our Memorial Wall on Friday afternoon.  This beautiful dedication was delivered by his daughter, Rivers
Thompson.

I am very proud to have nominated my father, Claude Bufford Shaw, for this honor.  He
has exemplified the SMA motto –Truth, Duty and Honor from the time of his entry at the
academy until his death in 2012.  He was born in Wilson, Arkansas on August 31, 1918.  During
the depth of the depression in the spring of 1935, the Memphis Press Scimitar sponsored a
contest for a two year scholarship to Staunton Military Academy.  Over 200 young men applied
and five were selected as finalists.  These five “young lads” spent a day with a panel of judges
in both group and individual interviews.  Dad won the scholarship and in September 1935 he
boarded a train in Memphis bound for Staunton.  At the end of his junior year he excelled in
both academics and sports according to a report in the newspaper which listed his math grade
as 99.5.  He graduated in June 1937 and was awarded the Kable Legion of Honor.  He also
won a prize in geometry and first place in basic military science.  He was a battalion sergeant-
major, won letters in football, basketball, rifle marksmanship, and belonged to the cotillion club.
He returned to for a PG year on a scholarship awarded by SMA while earning an appointment
to the United States Naval Academy. I thank my grandmother for saving all of the newspaper
articles and certificates.

He was a member of the USNA class of 1942.  At the evening meal on December7, 1941
an officer stepped up to the microphone and said, “Gentlemen, Your final exams begin tomorrow”.
The class of 1942 graduated on December 19, 1941.  After a home leave, he reported to his

ship, the USS Walke, as the torpedo officer.  The Walke participated in seven engagements including the Battle of the Coral Sea and
finally the Battle of Guadalcanal on November 1942.  The ship was the lead destroyer down the slot and the first to encounter the
Japanese.  A Japanese torpedo struck the ship, broke it in two and exploded the magazine. The ship sank within two or three minutes and
they were only able to get two life rafts off.  Dad was the senior officer and organized the men in the water.  After 14 hours in the water
they were rescued and taken to an island for medical care.  He served on two more destroyers as gunnery officer and XO before
assuming command of the USS Williamson in November 1945.

In 1954 he was the commanding officer of a destroyer that was being given to Japan to start their Maritime Self Defense Force.
The Japanese had selected the best and brightest of the young officer corps that remained to be the nucleus of their new navy.  Dad was
in charge of the extensive two month training that was done by the American and Japanese crews.  One evening at dinner in the
wardroom, the discussion of where Dad and the Japanese commanding officer were during the war.  The Japanese officer was the
torpedo officer on the ship that had sunk the Walke.  These two will later meet and be bonded in a lifelong friend ship.

Dad’s career continued with tours at the Naval Academy, as commanding officer of two more ships, and on the staff of EUCOM
when it was in France.  When we were living in France, we made trips all over Europe, and one the most memorable was to Normandy.
We visited the church in St. Lô and Dad explained the story of MAJ Thomas Howie and how his men brought his body into the town
draped in a flag on the hood of a jeep and placed him on the steps of the church.  He went
on to explain that MAJ Howe had been his football coach at Staunton.

In 1968 he was assigned as the Commander of Fleet Activities Sasebo Japan.  The
Japanese officers he had trained back in 1954 were now Admirals in the JMSDF.  While
in Japan the ship the US had given Japan in 1954 was due to be given to a South American
Country.  The Japanese advised that they had to return the ship to the officer who had
given the ship to them.  A special formal ceremony was held in the Sasebo harbor and the
ship was returned to Dad.

He retired as a Captain in June 1972 and moved to Heber Spring, Arkansas in 1973.
He dedicated his time and talents to the community through numerous volunteer projects.
He was a founder of Haven House (a battered women and children’s shelter), Cleburne
County Cares (similar to Goodwill), and the Christian Health Center (provides free medical
care).  He was a very active member of Saint Francis Episcopal Church and the Cursillo
Movement of the Episcopal Church in Arkansas.  He was an active member of the
Heber Springs Rotary Club and was a Paul Harris Fellow.

He left three children, nine grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren. His ashes are inurned at the US Naval Academy in Annapolis,
MD

Rivers Thompson dedicates a
Memorial Wall plaque to her
father, Claude Bufford Shaw.
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letters and emailsletters and emailsletters and emailsletters and emailsletters and emails

On Wed, Apr 29, 2015 at 8:57 AM, Arlene Nicely wrote:
I want to thank everyone for making this reunion

such a success.  It was so good to see all of you, both
familiar and new faces (making it more personal putting
faces with the names I see each day).  After all, it was not
the buildings that made SMA the great school, rather it was
those who entered its gates, both ”cadets” and staff.  
 I hope you will be able to attend the 2016 reunion. 
The dates have already been set:  April 15-17th and it would
be great to see you all again.  Please mark your calendars,
as this is the place to relive the memories of your youth with
those who can remember with you.  More information will
be made available through the web and Kablegram-Leader
as time goes on.
 Brocky and I are the fortunate ones, for we are
able to see this beautiful campus with all of its history each
day along with being able to be a part of a great “family”. 
Thank you all for your support of us.
  
Take care!  Arlene Nicely

Letters and e-mails to the editor and webmaster

On April 30th, Leland Ozawa, SMA ’61, wrote:
Dear Arlene and Brocky,

Yvonne and I would like to thank-you from the
bottom of our hearts for the wonderful reunion that we all
enjoyed. If it weren’t for you and Brocky, we wouldn’t have
had such a pleasant reunion.

Yvonne fell in love with Virginia and Staunton in
particular. She had never been to Virginia before and is
looking forward to our return trip next year. We had such a
great time! We wish that we would have a Mill Street Grill,
Emilio’s, or Kathy’s restaurants here in Las Vegas.
YUMMMMM!!!

Well, enough of my yakking. Once again, thank-
you so much for all that both of you have done and continue
to do. We all appreciate it so much.

Aloha, Lee Ozawa, SMA ’61

On May 1st, Mark Orr, SMA ’73 wrote this to Bill Bissett, Tom Phillips, and the Board.
 

Before the memories fade away and the dust settles, I wanted to provide my impressions and feedback from this year’s
reunion.
 

1. SMA LEGACY PROJECTS – Walking around campus and looking at all the improvements that have been shepherded
by Peter Birckhead, such as the benches, new signage, WW-I Monument restoration, Flag Pole Hill Cannon restoration,
I just wanted to say THANK-YOU to Peter for a job well done.  Everything look great! The new museum awning, new
drain, and the memorial wall all looked really good.  This is important as it shows our alumni that we care and are taking
care of their/our legacy.  Lesson – Keep Peter focused on the SMA Legacy Projects.  Without his tenacious drive, none of
it would have happened! 
2. PROJECT FUNDING & SPONSORSHIP - For some of the bigger projects & campus infrastructure improvement
we discussed (new SMA Eagle, Parade field bleachers, etc.), we should approach “classes” to sponsor the funding for
them.  At the same time, we need to make sure we don’t get sucked into projects that don’t make sense for us to sponsor. 
Lesson – think “SMA Legacy” when deciding to support project proposals.
3. TIMING & WEATHER – Mother nature certainly cooperated this year. This was probably the best three days of
weather during a reunion that I can recall. The parade on Saturday was perfect. Even the grass on the parade field looked
magnificent!!!  With the help of Ed Smith counting cadence, we even looked like we knew how to march!!!  Lesson – keep
the reunion scheduled for not earlier than mid-April going forward.
4. REUNION EVENTS – While the Clock Tower dance wasn’t exactly my thing, I did enjoy the music and based on
comments posted on our Facebook page, both AMA and SH (as well as SMA) attendees all seemed to enjoy this new
addition to the festivities.   Lesson – keep Jay Nedry in charge of this component of the reunion.  Consider local bands as
well.

NAME YEAR GUESTS STATE
SEBRELL, RALPH L. 45 ANN W. SEBRELL VA
ALLEN, FRANK H. JR. 47 NONE PA
HNILICKA, CHARLES R. 48 NONE CT
JONES, ALLEN 48 CHERYL JONES MD
WOLFE, HERK 49 PATTE WOLFE, LISA, RICK, JAMES, SAMANTHA DUNN FL
LEEMAN, A. WILLIAM 50 JEANETTE LEEMAN VA
REYNOLDS, JOHN S. 50 SHEILA REYNOLDS SC
MOTTA, BRUCE R 52 KLIDY MOTTA PANAMA
LAWRENCE, LEE W. 56 NONE FL
CRAWFORD, CLAUDE “CHICK” 57/FAC. WANDA HURLEY VA
PAINTER, ALAN B. 58 VICKIE AUDIA VA
PAINTER, SIMON M 58 VICKIE J. PAINTER VA
MCGAVOCK, A. KELLY 59 NONE MS
MORSE, EDWARD H. 59 NONE MD
OZAWA, LELAND K. 61 YVONNE MUSOLF NV
STEELE, LAWRENCE B. III 61 NANCY L. STEELE, HOLLY WATTS DE
DAVIS, THOMAS A. 62 CONNIE DAVIS VA
HERTZBERG, LAWRENCE J. 62 NONE NC
HOLMES, BURDETTE W. 62 NONE MN
OSTROM, FLOYD S. 62 MARGARET OSTROM TX
HENDERSON, RICHARD A. 63 CAROL J. HENDERSON VA
NOLDE, JOHN A. 63 NONE VA
RICE, JIM 63 LIDA HURST VA
WENDELL, JOHN A. 63 REGINA M. VACCAO, M.D. NJ
DUNIGAN, GEORGE F. 64 NONE OH
CRUTCHFIELD, JACK C. 65 NONE FL
DRUMHELLER, CHARLES T. 65 VICKI DRUMHELLER, MARILYN LONG,PHIL GALVIN VA
HOWARD GEORGE S. 65 AUDREY J. HOWARD TX
JONES, PETER W. 65 NONE MD
MINITER, TIMOTHY 65 JUDITH MINITER MD
MONTGOMERY, SETH H. 65 NONE TX
NEBIKER, ROBERT A. 65 NONE VA
NICELY, BROCKY A. 65 ARLENE C. NICELY VA
OTTMAR, PETER H. 65 NONE RI
PAPPAS, JOHN L. 65 VICKIE HULL VA
SUMMERS, RICHARD L. 65 PAULINE SUMMERS VA
VICENS, ANTONIO J. 65 CHLORIS VICENS PR
WARD, LEONARD W. 65 DOROTHY JOHNSON VA
MESSER, KENNETH G. 66 NONE DE
MIHALEK, CONRAD 66 NONE OH
ATKINSON, LARRY L. 67 YVONNE KRUPA BC
BETZ, ANTHONY A. 67 NONE TX
CROSS, DON 67 NONE FL
LESNIAK, STANLEY J. 67 PATRICIA LESNIAK PA
MAHONEY, PETER J. 67 CHRISTINA K. MAHONEY NY
NORTON,ROBERT “ROB” 67 NONE IA
PARKER, ROBERT M. 67 NONE VA
PFISTER, CHIP 67 NONE GA
RICCA, JOHN B. 67 NONE TX
DALBO, DOMINIC “JACK” 68 CRISTINA DALBO PA
MESSER, ALAN M. “BOO” 68 NONE SC
DANA, CHARLES M. 69 GINGER BARINGER OH
DIGIACOMO, ROBERT J. 69 PATRICIA DIGIACOMO PA
FARBER, PHILIP 69 NONE PA
LANGLEY, KIM G. 69 NONE VA
NEDRY, JAY 69 NONE VA

Attendees, 2015 Reunion
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POMEROY, DAVID 69 KAREN BRANDT POMEROY VA
ROGERS, NEIL J. 69 NONE OH
SUMMERS, PETE M.T. 69 DENISE SUMMERS OH
STETSON, GEOFFREY H. 69 NONE FS
TINKER, DAVID H. 69 PATTY TINKER NC
VAUGHAN, JOHN W. III 69 CAROLINE,LOGAN,HEATHER VAUGHAN VA
ANDERSON, VICTOR “ANDY” 70 DEBBIE ANDERSON NC
DANIELS, JOHN S. 70 BEVERLY OSBORN MO
EDWARDS, RICK 70 ABBIE EDWARDS NC
ENNIS, JOHN H. 70 NANCY ENNIS VA
FUOG, JOHN L. 70 VICKIE A. FUOG VA
GORMAN, KEVIN J. 70 NONE AR
KIRCHER, WALTER W. 70 CHERYL KIRCHER SC
MORGAN, GEORGE G. 70 NONE FL
ROBERTSON, GREGORY P. 70 NONE NM
ROTHS, ROBERT R. 70 NONE MD
SCHWAMBERGER, MARK H. 70 NONE NY
SCOTT, CHARLES L. 70 NONE NC
STATHIS, LOU C. 70 NONE VA
WHITMER, LYNDEN D. 71 PATRICIA WHITMER MD
MARSHALL, DAVID J. 72 MARIE MARSHALL MD
MEISE, JOHN J. SR. 72 DEBORAH “DEBBIE” MEISE VA
SPEAKER, GREGORY C. 72 NONE SC
BIRCKHEAD, PETER D. 73 NONE FL
HILDEBRAND, WILLIAM “BILL” 73 NONE AL
ORR, MARK J. 73 NONE VA
SHIPULA, DAVID A. 73 NONE PA
TAYLOR, ROBERT J. 73 BECKI TAYLOR WA
BISSETT, WILLIAM K. 74 NONE NC
EHMANN, EUGENE K. 74 NONE NC
LAKE, JULIAN S. 74 NONE KS
PHILLIPS, TOM 74 NONE VA
ROSSY, AL 74 NONE NJ
SHIPULA, TONY 74 NONE PA
HUTTON, WARREN A. 75 NONE NC
NEWBEGIN, ED A. 75 NONE CA
PARRINO, ROBERT 75 EMILY PARRINO TX
PENNIMAN, RUSSELL S. 75 NONE CA
BINGE, GARY L. 76 NONE VA
SMITH, EDMUND A. 76 NONE GA
ASKEW, MARY MICHELLE LLOYD FATHER ‘55 LOUIS ASKEW, VIC HILL & GUEST TX
BISSELL, BG MICHAEL VWIL JAN BISSELL VA
CONDON, CARTER PATRON MARY BOWMAN “LOLO’S STAND IN” VA
CROWE, ELIZABETH MWALL FL
DANA, NANCY PATRON DAN HANNON OH
DJURIC, B.G. TERRY VWIL NONE VA
DOUGLASS, C. BRENT MBC CARTER M. DOUGLASS VA
FINCHAM, COL. JACK FACULTY NONE WV
HALLMAN, MAJOR CLIVE FACULTY NONE VA
HOBAN, BETH MWALL VA
HOBAN, CONNOR MWALL VA
HOBAN, EMILY MWALL VA
HOBAN, TYLER MWALL VA
JEBSON, SALLY HOWIE PATRON NONE VA
KUNK, HEATHER CUMMING MWALL DR. PAUL KUNK VA
PATRICK, MELISA PAST VWIL NONE VA
SCHWEITZER, CATHERINE MWALL VA
THOMPSON, PETE MWALL VA
THOMPSON, RIVERS MWALL VA
VAMES, MAJ. THOMAS FACULTY TESSIE VAMES VA
VWIL CADETS (21) VWIL VA
WEASE, COL. ROBERT FACULTY MARY ALICE WEASE VA
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Ever wonder what’s on the plaques on Flagpole Hill?
The Cannon plaque reads:
 

S.M.A. FLAGPOLE HILL CANNON
Restored 2014
With Pride This Cannon Guards and Protects
The Beautiful Scenic View of Staunton, VA
For all to enjoy!

                 
      Patrons:
                James J. Rice, S.M.A. Class of 1963 – Sportsman and Raconteur
                Gary D. Jones, S.M.A. Class of 1964 – A. B. C. Man
               Charles T. Drumheller, S.M.A. Class of 1965 – Business Man and Farmer

— O —
The World War I monument plaque reads:
  

IN MEMORY OF ALL CADETS WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES FOR THEIR
COUNTRY.  MAY TRUTH, DUTY, AND HONOR PERPETUATE THE
AMERICAN DREAM.

Patron: PETER J. WORTH SMA 1957

Have you lost your class ring?

The Jostens Corporation has sent us a
flyer advertising their reproduction of the
Staunton Military Academy class rings.  The
picture below shows how nice they look.
According to their flyer, Jostens has a specially
designed ring, customize for SMA.  On one
side is the eagle with knight and helmet, and on
the other side is the eagle ribbon with the words
“Truth, Duty, and Honor”.  It takes about six to
eight weeks to fill an order.  The ordering
information is shown on the next page.

SMA/VWIL 2015 Reunion Weekend Awards

Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA
Requirements: Rising senior who demonstrates excellence in

academics and leadership in the VWIL Corps.
Awarded a $2,500 scholarship

Presented by:  Bill Bissett
VWIL Recipient:  Cadet Kaylyn Lonergan

Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship
Requirements: Rising junior who will

commission in the military who demonstrates
excellence in academics and leadership in the

VWIL Corps.
Two cadets will each receive a $2500

scholarship
Presented by:  Bill Bissett

VWIL Recipients:  Cadets
Carolyn Gale and
Ashley Petersen

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 1
Requirements: Rising senior who demonstrates outstanding

leadership ability.
$1,000 scholarship and certificate

Presented by:  Bill Bissett
VWIL Recipient:  Cadet Kathryn Narvaez

Cadet Carolyn Gale receives the
Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship.

Cadet Ashley Petersen receives the
Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship

Cadet Kathryn Narvaez receives the SMA Leadership Award
1.

Cadet Kaylyn Lonergan receives the Henry Scholarship.
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VWIL        NEWS Special Order No. 2
WHO:  All Cadets
WHERE:  Ft. Lauderdale Beach, Florida
DATES:  Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, October 2-4, 2015
TO WIT:  The board members are having their face-to-face board
meeting in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.  Along with the board meeting,
we will be having three days of fun and music (Woodstock
reference).

Specifically:
• Friday night: dinner and music at Café del Mar.
• Saturday morning: board meeting, afterwards

(your choice) half-day fishing, golf, hanging out at
the pool, or sightseeing on the Waterway Taxi.

• Saturday night: dinner out and/or clubbing at the
Blue Martini.

• Sunday: travel or (your choice) lunch at Shooters or other local sightseeing.  There is a lot to see within
walking distance of the hotel.

If you care to join us, we would love to have you.  We will be staying at the Marriott Beach Place Towers.  It’s only
a cab ride from the airport to the hotel, and just about all the attractions are within walking distance.  So, you may not
require a rental car.  The Watertaxi is a great sightseeing opportunity and gets you to plenty of places—shopping,
sightseeing, etc.  Restaurants are within a block or so of the hotel.  The Bahia Mar hotel offers great views of many yachts,
half-day fishing, and wave runner rentals are also right there at the hotel.

It’s a great time to make new memories with good old friends!  If you need more details, email me at
alrossyinvestigations@yahoo.com. (Al Rossy, SMA ’74).

brieflybrieflybrieflybrieflybriefly
Board of Directors elects three new officers and gets two new members.

At the Board of Directors meeting on Friday, April 17th, three new officers were elected.  Tom Davis, class of ’62,
will become our next President, Robert “Bob” Parrino, class of ’75 is our new Vice President, and Ed Smith, class of ’76,
takes on the Treasurer job.  Al Rossy, class of ’74, was re-elected as Secretary.  The new officers assume their duties in
September.

At the general business meeting on Saturday, April 18th, all of the board members up for re-election were returned
for another term, and two new members were elected: Eugene “Gene” Ehmann, class of ’74, and Dr. Floyd Ostrom, class
of ’62.  Welcome to the board!

Deadline for the Fall - 2015 issue of the Kablegram-Leader
We plan to publish the Fall-2015 issue of the Kablegram-Leader in September, 2015.

The deadline for contributions is August 15th.  Please send pictures with your articles.

Continued on next page

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2
Requirements: Rising sophomore who demonstrates

outstanding leadership ability.
$1,000 Scholarship and certificate

Presented by:  Bill Bissett
VWIL Recipient:  Cadet Melissa Lovretich

Craig Hanson Memorial Scholarship
Requirements: Rising junior demonstrating high

academics and respect of peers.
Awarded a $2,500 scholarship

Presented by:  Kristina Hanson Price & Traci L. Hanson
VWIL Recipient:

Cadet Mikayla Waters-Crittenton

Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor
The Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor

Scholarship is sponsored by Mrs. Donald Windley,
widow of Don Windley, a 1970 graduate of Staunton

Military Academy. It has been established to honor her
husband and the SMA principles of Truth, Duty, and

Honor.
Requirements:  Awarded to a rising senior whose record

exemplifies the motto Truth, Duty, Honor.
Awarded a $1,000 scholarship.
Presented by:  Brocky Nicely

VWIL Recipient:  Cadet Dominique Nunn
Cadet Dominique Munn receives the Donald Reid Windley

Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship.

Cadet Mikayla Waters-Crittenton receives the Craig Hanson
Memorial Scholarship.

Cadet Melissa Lovretich receives the SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2.
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Ralph Bolton, SMA ’57, Wins Sargent Shriver Award cont.

his Peace Corps service
exemplifies the spirit of this
award in recognizing the
contributions of the Peace
Corps community to
meaningful impact.”

Background on Ralph
Bolton, Chijnaya
Foundation

Ralph Bolton is the
founder and chairman of The
Chijnaya Foundation, a
nonprofit organization that

addresses the needs of poor communities in the Altiplano (high
plain) region of Southern Peru. Bolton’s deep understanding of
Andean culture, from his time in the Peace Corps, his
anthropological research and his hands-on involvement with
Quechua-speaking communities, influences the underlying
philosophy of the foundation. The foundation uses an integrated,
bottoms-up approach to the development of sustainable rural
communities. Projects originate directly from the people who will
benefit from them and are carried out in collaboration with the
foundation-created Peruvian counterpart organization, the
Asociación Pro-DIA.

Bolton was among the first Peace Corps Volunteers to serve
in Peru, arriving in 1962. His first year was spent organizing rural
consumer cooperatives and teaching literacy skills to speakers of
Quechua, a Native American language spoken throughout the
Andean region. In 1963, a major flood on the shores of Lake
Titicaca devastated several communities where Bolton was
working and the Peruvian government assigned him to assist in
relocating families who had lost their homes, land and animals. For
two years, he served as field director of a project that created a
new community on higher land, named Chijnaya, that was organized
as a production cooperative. Chijnaya is recognized today as one
of the most progressive indigenous communities on the Peruvian
Altiplano.

Upon returning to the United States, Bolton earned his doctorate
in anthropology from Cornell University and went on to a 40-year
teaching career as a professor at Pomona College in California.
His work as an anthropologist focused on Andean cultures, taking
him back to Peru often to conduct his field research.

Civil unrest in the 1980s and 1990s made travel in Peru
dangerous, so Bolton shifted his focus to ways in which the
anthropology profession should respond to the emergent AIDS
epidemic. For his efforts in AIDS research and activism, the Society
for Medical Anthropology and the AIDS and Anthropology Group
gave him its Distinguished Service Award. In 2010, the American
Anthropological Association honored Ralph with its highest award,
the Franz Boas Award for Distinguished Service to Anthropology.

Fortuitously, in 2004, members of the Chijnaya village invited
him back to honor his role in founding the community. During this
visit and at their request, he was inspired to once again assist
Altiplano communities. Within nine months, The Chijnaya
Foundation was created and operationalized.

Keeping Innovation at the Forefront of the Foundation
The Chijnaya Foundation currently partners with 15 Altiplano

communities, who work as a cohesive network and whose leaders
meet regularly to discuss the implementation of projects in their
home communities. This collaborative approach emphasizes the
importance of an integrated system that engages in education,
agriculture, health and artisanry. The innovative work of the
Foundation is exemplified by its twist on microfinance programs,
loaning funds to members from twelve communities for health-
and income-enhancing projects.

By addressing expressed needs from the grassroots, The
Chijnaya Foundation is involved in a broad range of activities. For
example, keeping true to its Peace Corps roots, the foundation
restarted a highly successful artisan program that was originally
introduced by another Peace Corps volunteer in the 1960s. The
foundation also works with groups of ceramicists in the town of
José Domingo Choquehuanca to improve their working conditions
and technology. Additionally, four alpaca herding communities are
collaborating with the foundation and its partners on improving the
genetic stock, wool quality, herding practices and marketing of alpaca
fleece.

Ralph has successfully combined his deep understanding of
Andean culture and his search for innovative solutions to combat
poverty to become an innovative social entrepreneur. Evidence of
his compassion extends from his early work as a Peace Corps
Volunteer to the many community-based projects that The Chijnaya
Foundation oversees today. He is, nonetheless, insistent on giving
credit for the Foundation’s accomplishments to a remarkable team
of dedicated Returned Peace Corps Volunteers and other friends
and donors, including Amigos de Bolivia y Perú who nominated
him for this award, supporting efforts to impact some of the poorest
communities of Peru, while respecting their culture.

***
About the National Peace Corps Association (NPCA)
Founded in 1979 and headquartered in Washington, D.C., the

National Peace Corps Association (NPCA) is a nonprofit
organization at the center of a vibrant and united community of
215,000 individuals who share the Peace Corps experience. The
NPCA champions a lifelong commitment to Peace Corps ideals by
connecting, engaging and promoting its members and member
groups as they continue to make a difference in communities in the
U.S. and around the world. NPCA is also dedicated to advocating
for, contributing to, and supporting the betterment of the Peace
Corps. To learn more, visit http://www.PeaceCorpsConnect.org.

Media contact:
Erica Burman
Director of Communications
Phone: 202-293-7728

Editor’s note.  This article (without the picture of Cadet
Bolton) was part of a press release by the NPCA on April 16,
2015.

  Cadet Ralph Bolton in 1957.
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Barry Longyear Scholarship
Requirements: Awarded to a Cadet that has made the most

improvement in her leadership development within the
Corps of Cadets.

$2,500 scholarship and certificate
Presented by:  Arlene Nicely (by request of Barry

Longyear)
VWIL Recipient:  Cadet Danielle Hunt

Page M. & William G Kable II Good
Character Scholarship

The Page M. and William G. Kable II Good Character
Scholarship is sponsored by Ms. Carter Condon, a lifelong

friend of the Kable family.  This scholarship has been
established to honor Page and Billy Kable and the virtues

they embodied.
$1,000 scholarship and certificate

Presented by:  Ms. Carter Condon and Kable Rizzo
(Granddaughter of Page and William G. Kable II)
VWIL Recipient:  Cadet Monique McGough

Kable Legion of Honor
This order was established, and so named, in honor of
the founder of the Staunton Military Academy, Captain

William Hartman Kable.  It represented the highest
honor bestowed by the Staunton Military Academy

upon a graduating cadet and now is the highest honor
bestowed by the Virginia Women’s Institute for

Leadership at Mary Baldwin College.
Requirements: Awarded to the cadet whose record is

most conspicuous for leadership, good conduct,
academic excellence, integrity of character, poise and
bearing, unselfishness, and continuous loyalty to the
highest standards of duty and exemplary cadet life.
Presented by:  Allen Jones, the recipient in 1948.

VWIL Recipient:  Cadet Amanda Fadden

Cadet Danielle Hunt receives the Barry Longyear Scholarship.

Cadet Monique McGough receives the
Page M. & William G. Kable II Scholarship.

Cadet Amanda Fadden receives the Kable Legion of Honor
from Alan Jones, the award recipient in 1948.

—29—
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Coach William N. (Bill) Cox, SMA ’58 – ‘60

Continued on next page

In the fall of 1958, I began my
professional career as a Spanish
teacher and coach at Staunton
Military Academy.  In addition to
my primary responsibilities, I also
was the varsity line coach in
Football, the Baseball coach and
was also the JV Basketball coach.
Colonel Dey was the
Superintendent of the Academy,
and Garland Haddock was the

Headmaster.  I worked directly with Coaches Al McCue, Bill
Pandak, Joe Wheeling, and Tom Johnson and of course, with
Major Crawford Moon, department chair of Foreign
Languages.  As a 22 year old, first year teacher and coach, I
soon learned that with so many post graduate athletes there
was little age difference between them and me.  I had to get
used to wearing a uniform to classes and have the “sea of
grey” facing me daily in each class rather than the multi colored
attire I was accustomed to in my old high school.  However
challenging it was, I thoroughly enjoyed the students and quality
athletes with whom I came in contact, both in the classroom
and on the playing fields.

Our athletic teams always were very competitive within
the Military League, and we usually had a multitude of talented
individuals who had already demonstrated their abilities in their
previous high schools.  Many were formally All-State
performers.  It was a joy to have the opportunity to work with
such athletes and particularly at the level of success we
experienced.  Rivalries with Fork Union, Greenbrier, and
Hargrave required intense preparation and produced a lot of
excitement around the Academy.  Both of the baseball teams
I coached in 1959 and 1960 won most of their games, as well

A Short Autobiography about how he began his career at Staunton Military Academy

as the Military League Championship.  Each year we had
some very good athletes, and they knew how to win.

While at Staunton, I continued my 8 year commitment to
the Armed Forces by joining the local National Guard unit
(Company D, 2nd Battle Group, 116th Infantry Division)
followed by spending the last two years in the Army Reserves.

In 1959, I was also a member of the Staunton Braves
baseball team which played its games at Gypsy Hill Park.
This gave me an opportunity to continue playing semi-pro ball
which I had been accustomed to doing in Richmond, Virginia,
during my college years in the summer time.

Following the school year in 1960, I left SMA and moved
to Newport News, Virginia, where I taught, coached and filled
other positions over a 25 year
career there.  I have always
been grateful to SMA for
giving me a start in my
profession and for providing
me with opportunities to meet
and work with such wonderful
eager and talented young men
in class and on the playing
fields.

I married my high school
sweetheart, Molly, in 1958,
just prior to coming to SMA.
Currently, we are in our 57th

year.  We have three
wonderful daughters, ten
grandchildren, and one great grandchild.  All are Blessings,
and I thank the Lord each day.

Editor’s note.  Thank you, Bill, for providing this short
autobiography.  For those of us who attended SMA in the
late 50’s, your tale brings back many good memories.

William N. (Bill) Cox in 2015

Coach Cox in 1960

Washington, DC — April 16th, 2015 — The National Peace Corps Association (NPCA) — the nonprofit
alumni organization that champions a lifelong commitment to Peace Corps ideals — today announced the winner
of the 2015 Sargent Shriver Award for Distinguished Humanitarian Service: Ralph Bolton (Peru 1962-1965).

The Sargent Shriver Award for Distinguished Humanitarian Service is named after the first director of the
Peace Corps, Sargent Shriver, in an effort to recognize the outstanding contributions he made to the foundation and
development of the Peace Corps. Each year, the Sargent Shriver award is given by the NPCA to a Returned
Peace Corps Volunteer (RPCV) who continues to work towards humanitarian causes at home or abroad, or
whose contributions and social entrepreneurship will bring about significant long-term change.

Ralph Bolton, the 2015 recipient of the Sargent Shriver Award for Distinguished Humanitarian Service, will
receive the award at the NPCA Peace Corps Connect annual conference, June 4-6, 2015 in Berkeley, California.

“We are pleased to honor Dr. Ralph Bolton with this year’s Sargent Shriver Award,” said NPCA President
Glenn Blumhorst. “His lifelong commitment to indigenous communities in the Peruvian altiplano since the days of

Ralph Bolton, SMA ’57, Wins Sargent Shriver Award

Ralph Bolton, SMA ’57, Wins Sargent Shriver Award for Distinguished Humanitarian Service

Ralph Bolton, winner of the
2015 Sargent Shriver

Humanitarian Award for
Humanitarian Service.

VWIL        NEWS

VWIL COMMISSIONED TEN
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Life as a Cadet - My Rise Through the Ranks cont.

Kenneth K. “Kim” Boyd, SMA ‘49
Kenneth K. “Kim” Boyd,

age 79, of Sylvania, Ohio, passed
away Tuesday, November 2, 2010,
following a long battle with cancer.
He was born to the late T. Kenneth
and Frances Boyd, on May 28,
1931, in Columbus, Ohio and spent
his childhood in Toledo.

Kim graduated from Staunton
Military Academy in 1949 and
received a Bachelor’s Degree from
Northwestern University in 1954.
He married Rosemary Boys (nee:
Reich) in 1952, and they lived
together first in Chicago followed

by Texas, Hawaii, and California, while Kim served in the United
States Air Force.  In 1957, they returned to Toledo.  Upon
returning, Kim joined his father in business at the T. Kenneth
Boyd Insurance Agency.  He was a licensed insurance agent
for over 45 years, taking pride in providing personal service to
each client.

During active service in the U.S. Air Force from 1954 to
1957, and while a member of the Air Force Reserves
until his retirement in 1991, Kim achieved the rank of
Colonel.  While a reservist and continuing as a retired
reservist, “the Colonel” worked tirelessly as a liaison
officer for the Air Force Academy.  Recruiting and
promoting many successful candidates to the Academy
was perhaps his proudest personal achievement along
with serving his country.

Kim was a member of the First Congregational
Church as well as numerous civic and fraternal
organizations, including the German-American Festival
Society, the Toledo Post #335 American Legion Toledo, and the
Rubicon Lodge #237 F&A.M.  He
had served as past president of the
Old Newsboys Goodfellow
Association and the Toledo-Lucas
County Safety Council.

Kim is survived by his wife,
Rosemary; children: Deborah
(Daniel) Herron, of Oxford, Ohio;
Robert (Karen) Boyd, of Saint Louis,
Missouri; and Julia (John) Byrne, of
Steamboat Springs, Colorado.

Bruce Crump, attended SMA ‘75
Molly Hatchet has confirmed that original drummer Bruce

Crump died on March 16, 2015 at age 57. No immediate cause
was announced.

“We are mourning the loss of a great friend and talented
musician,” the band announced via their Facebook page. “This
is a great loss to the Molly Hatchet family. Our prayers go out to
all the family and friends of great friend Bruce. Rest in peace,
Bruce. We will always love and remember you.”

Crump was a member of Molly Hatchet from 1976, when
he joined at age 20, through the turn of the ’90s – save for a
brief absence around 1983. He
got into the band, Crump once
said, almost by accident as a kid
in the Jacksonville, Fla., area.

“I was a senior in high
school,” Crump told Richmond
Biz News in 2013. “Somebody
told me about Molly Hatchet, so
I snuck out one night to see them.
And then through some mutual
friends I heard that their drummer
was leaving, so I contacted one
of the members to see if that was
true, and he said, ‘Yeah, we pretty
much don’t have a band.’”

Something clicked. By 1978, Molly Hatchet was on tour
promoting a platinum self-titled debut. The follow up, 1979 s
Flirtin’ with Disaster, became a Top 20 smash, selling more
than three million copies on the strength of its beloved title track.
Beatin’ the Odds, released in 1980, also went platinum, but
then 19812 s Take No Prisoners barely cracked the Top 40,

and Molly Hatchet’s hit-making days were over. They
remain a huge concert draw, however, despite a pair
of other more recent losses. Original frontman Danny
Joe Brown died in 2005; founding guitarist Duane
Roland passed a year later.

Molly Hatchet continues today under the
leadership of guitarist Dave Hlubek, the last remaining
original member. Crump memorably joined the current
edition of Molly Hatchet, during a 2004 performance
at Richmond, Virginia. Crump later started a new
band, called Red Star Crush, and began offering drum

instruction from a home base in Midlothian, Va.
Editor’s note: Originally published in Ultimate Classic

Rock, by Nick DeRiso on March 16, 2015.

Albert J. Davidson, SMA ‘42
Albert J. Davidson, 89 of Southbury, passed away on April

22, 2015.  Al grew up in Hewlett,
New York and graduated from
Staunton Military Academy in
1942.  After graduation, he served
in the US Navy during World War
II and then graduated from the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.  He was a structural
engineer and spent over 25 years
working at Grumman Aerospace
in Bethpage, NY.  He contributed
to projects ranging from the Apollo
lunar lander to the Navy’s Tomcat
jet fighter.

May, 1964, in the Arizona desert south of Kingman (Operation
Desert Strike) with the snakes, lizards, gila monsters, and
scorpions, participating in the largest peacetime joint forces
military operation in U. S. history.

As a STRAC unit we were likely to be awakened in the
middle of the night, with no notice, to be deployed to somewhere
in the boonies for a few days.  Our duffle bags were always
packed.  We were deployed to Fort Hood, Texas, several times
for field operations.  I got in a lot of TDY (temporary duty).  We
had a detachment at Moore Air Force Base (The base was
used by the Department of Agriculture for a program to eradicate
the screwworm fly.) near Mission, Texas, where I was deployed
twice for various lengths of time.  I spent some forty days at
Fort Huachuca, Arizona, testing radio equipment.  The best duty
I had while in the Army was a six month TDY to Vint Hill Farm
Station, Virginia.  Four of us were assigned to test a prototype
radio direction finding (RDF) system, the AN/TRD-23.  The
operators were William McDowell and Dave Theuerl.  Walt
Chisholm was the electronics technician and I plotted the bearings
fixing the locations of transmitters.  We reported directly to
Arlington Hall Station.  We were the only DF’ers at Vint Hill.
Almost no one there knew what we were doing or what the big
round antenna field was for.

I was on TDY so much that sometimes I went for months
without a payday.  In early 1966, I was still a slick sleeve private.
Upon returning to Fort Wolters from Vint Hill Farm I was
informed that I had been promoted three times while on various
TDY’s and was now a Specialist 5.  The first rank insignia I
wore on my sleeve was SP5.  I instantly went from PVT/ E-1
to SP5/E-5 over night.  Wow!!!  What a payday.

And Then There’s Vietnam.

In August of 1966 the 330th was flown to San Francisco,
where we boarded the troop ship USS Gen. HUGH J.
GAFFEY… destination, South Vietnam.  For the 18 day crossing
to Qui Nhon, I was assigned a cabin with two NCO’s.  I had
been promoted to SP5 just in time for this major benefit.

Apparently, a DF Plotter (now 05D) was a critical MOS
when I arrived in Vietnam in August of ’66.  Five days after we
arrived at Engineer Hill near Pleiku I received TDY orders
assigning me to the 8th RRU at Phu Bai for approximately 30
days.  After returning to the 330th at Pleiku, I continued to work
my MOS for about three months.  During that time I was on
TDY to Qui Nhon for a few weeks to set up a new DF site
there.

After returning from Qui Nhon, I was assigned new duties.
I became a courier of classified material to and from our DF

sites and other Radio Research Units around the country.  It
was almost like being on permanent R&R.

Then, to my surprise, I was told that I had been promoted
to SSG/E-6.  Well, I must have been the only SSG/E-6, 05D40
in the U. S. Army who could not type and could not send or
receive Morse code.

Shortly after my promotion E-6 the Company Commander
summoned me to the orderly room.  I can’t remember which
one it was because we had several.  He informed me that I
was now the designated Field First Sergeant of the 330th  RRC.
Duties??  I was in charge of keeping the company area clean
and keeping everything in it in working order.  I’d report to the
orderly room most mornings and see Ken Molnar, the company
clerk, to claim my work detail.  Their most important duties
were to police the company area and to apply diesel fuel to the
crapper cans and stir the contents.

There were a couple major benefits to my becoming the
Field First Sergeant.  I got to spend a lot of time at the NCO
club.  I also became the primary operator of a ¼ ton jeep that
was off the books (mid-night requisition).  That was a wonderful
benefit while it lasted.

One afternoon a NUG Second Lieutenant asked me if he
could borrow my jeep for the evening.  He wanted to go into
Pleiku for a steam bath and a massage w/happy ending.  I told
him that Pleiku was off limits but he decided to go anyway.  (I
recently corroborated his story with Mike Crumly).  The Lt.
said that on his way back to the company area a kid with some
type of weapon, or something that looked like a weapon, was
approaching him.  We think the Lt. pulled the pin on a grenade
and accidently dropped it in the back of the jeep.  He immediately
unassed the jeep and it blew up.  The next morning he told the
CO that the kid threw a grenade and it landed in the jeep (Only
to cover his ass).  That’s the story anyway.

Just before returning to the world for separation, my Great
Uncle offered me a $10,000.00 re-enlistment bonus because I
had a critical MOS, 05D40.  Well, when I arrived in country I
had a critical MOS but by the end of my tour DF Plotters had
become obsolete; so I was honorably discharged on July 27th,
1967 at Fort Lewis, Washington.

Now you know the highlights of “My Rise Through
The Ranks” of the United States Army Security Agency.

Lawrence J. Hertzberg
RA14826448
SSG/E-6, Retired
Vietnam, ’66-’67……..I was never there…….

Kenneth K. “Kim” Boyd

Cadet Boyd in 1949
 Bruce Crump in 2008

Cadet Davidson in 1942



—5 ——32—

Life as a Cadet - The Forbidden Car cont.

Continued on next page

taps cont.

Continued from page 4

Continued on page 6

West.  As I recall the Staunton Police were rather embarrassed that someone could just run out of their station.  
Several days following this, I was called into the Commandant’s Office.  Certain that this meeting was about the car incident, I

expected the hammer to fall and my dream to crash.  To this day, I don’t recall what we talked about.  I do remember that he spoke
to me, as he always had, with his eyes looking directly at mine and in that quiet, intelligent, knowing tone of his.   The car incident wasn’t
mentioned.  Most important of all, it seems that my fellow five never revealed anyone else as being involved.

The last mention of the entire episode came from fellow First Sergeant Rafael Lovaton of Alpha Company.  About three weeks
after the incident, we passed each other between classes, outside of South Barracks, and he stopped me and quietly said, “Campbell,
I know you were in on that car thing!”  I just looked at him, turned and walked on.  Forty three years later during a telephone
conversation with him, during one of our reunions, I admitted to him that I had been a part of the “Secret Five”.  He paused for a
moment, and then we talked on.  I don’t think he even remembered it had happened.

In early August, before my senior year, I received notice that I had been chosen to be the Adjutant of the Corps for the class of ’62.
 It turned out to be a wonderful year, spent with great fellow cadets, and capped by walking my mother onto Kable Field for the
Sponsor’s Parade.  In my case, if it wasn’t for the honor among Brother “Rats”, it would never have happened.

Life as a Cadet - My Rise Through the Ranks

During the summer after my freshman year of college, I
hung out, lived at home, and did nothing productive.  I spent the
evenings with my friends drinking, shooting pool and chasing
the other gender.  Actually, these were the primary reasons I
entered college in the first place!

Sometime in August, a few days before Labor Day of
1963, my dad asked me if I was going back to school.  I told
him that I didn’t know what I was going to do yet.  He said,
“I’ll tell you what you are not going to do.  You’re not going to
continue to lie around here on your ass.  I want you out of the
house in two weeks.”

Well, after about a week I decided that I had better make
a move.  I knew my dad meant what he said.  I made a decision.
I went down to the Post Office in my home town of Rocky
Mount, North Carolina, to enlist in the Coast Guard.  Arriving
at the door, I saw a note indicating that the recruiter had been
there the day before and would not be back for two weeks.
What now?  I didn’t have two weeks.  I knew I would be
homeless in a week; so I walked across the hall and enlisted in
the United States Army.

On September 11th, 1963, in Raleigh, North Carolina, I
raised my right hand and was inducted into the United States
Army.  The next day I was on a bus heading for Fort Jackson,
South Carolina, for basic training.  After eight weeks, I was on
a train from Columbia, South Carolina, to Fort Devens,
Massachusetts, home of the Army Security Agency Training
Center & School.

By Lawrence Herzberg, SMA ‘62

I’m a good southern boy.  I had never been north of
Richmond, Virginia, the capital of the South.  Massachusetts
people talked funny, and I didn’t know the difference between
a milk shake and a frappe.

Uncle Sam decided that I was best qualified to serve my
country as a 986 MOS.  For you ASA’ers who can’t remember
1963, that was the Military Occupational Specialty code for a
DF Plotter.  (ASA is short for Army Security Agency, and a
DF Plotter uses sensitive equipment to determine the
direction of any received radio transmission.)  The MOS
eventually evolved and became 05D.

On the first day of class, the instructor stressed that the
person finishing first in the class usually got his first choice for
his duty station.  Germany was my first choice, and Japan
was the second.  I studied hard and finished first in the class.

In March of 1964, I got orders to report to the 330th ASA
Co., a STRAC (Strategic Army Corp) unit at Fort Wolters,
Texas.  I left Fort Devens, where I had been shoveling snow
all winter and arrived, a slick sleeve private, at Fort Wolters,
Texas, where it was hot as hell.

I found that most of the men in the 330th had either rotated
back from an overseas tour, some from Vietnam, and were
putting in their time waiting to be discharged, or were lifers
(career soldiers).  I may have been the only NUG (New
Useless Guy) in the outfit.

We did have an interesting mission (I’d better not divulge
it) and I enjoyed working my MOS.  In addition to working the
mission, the Company traveled a lot.  We spent the month of

A humble family man who lived life on his terms, Al was
happiest when talking to friends on his ham radio, tinkering in his
workshop, and creating beautiful stained glass art.   He was
generous with his time and always enjoyed helping others.

He is survived by his wife Rheba; his children Ann Stevens
and her husband Jim, Naomi Davidson and her husband Nat
Brown, and Joel Davidson and his fiancé Gloria Meraz.  He
leaves three grandchildren: Christopher, Matthew and Kerry.
He also leaves two sisters Susan Sachs and Margery Fleischer,
their husbands and many nieces, nephews and friends.

Donations in his memory may be made to the Heritage
Village Ambulance Association, 719 East Hill Road, Southbury,
CT  06488

Bruce K. Fisher, SMA ‘49
Bruce K. Fisher, 83, of Indian

River Shores passed away
peacefully at home on
February 21, 2015,
surrounded by his loving
family following a brief
illness. He was born
August 18, 1931 in
Bridgeton, New Jersey,
son of the late Nathan
Fisher and the late
Jessie Fisher. Mr.
Fisher was a
graduate of Staunton Military
Academy in Virginia and
received a B.S. degree from the

University of Alabama. He was a Korean War Veteran, having
served as a Captain in the U.S. Air Force. During his lifetime he
devoted twenty-two years of pro bono public service in many
roles including Board of Education member in Cumberland
County NJ, Chairman of the Indian River Shores Planning,
Zoning, and Variance Board for thirteen years until March 2002,
and as the first Chairman of the Indian River County Citizens
Advisory Board. Mr. Fisher was a
mason and a founding member of
Brotherhood Chapter 292 in
Vineland, New Jersey. He was the
owner of several successful
businesses in Miami and retired as a
stockbroker in 1984. He became a
Florida resident in 1969, having lived
in Coral Gables and South Miami
prior to relocating to Indian River
Shores in 1986. Mr. Fisher was an
avid fisherman, boater, tennis player,
and a certified scuba diver. He
delighted in traveling the world with
his cherished wife and was an

amazing husband, father, grandfather, brother and uncle. He
touched the lives of many and will be greatly missed.

He is survived by his devoted wife of 62 years Jennie, three
loving daughters, Susan Fisher of New York, Sally Hays of
Sebastian, and Nanci Robinson (Robbie) also of Sebastian, three
grandsons, Nicholas, Matthew, and Thomas, brother Allen Fisher
of West Palm Beach, and nephews Gregg, Michael, David, and
Andrew. He was predeceased by his parents Nathan and Jessie,
and sister Carol Balin of Fort Lauderdale.

In Lieu of flowers memorial donations may be made to VNA
Hospice 1110 35th Lane, Vero Beach, FL 32960.

Captain Robert Erwin
Pyle, SMA ‘43

Captain Robert Erwin Pyle
passed away Saturday,
December 21, 2013 at
his home at Green
Springs Village in
Springfield, VA at the
age of 87. He was born
October 30, 1926 in
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,
Pennsylvania to Dr.
Clarence Erwin Pyle
and Elizabeth Johnson

Pyle. After attending Staunton
Military Academy, he entered the U. S Naval Academy, from
which he graduated in three years as part of the class of 1948A
in 1947.

Captain Pyle served as an Intelligence Specialist in the US
Navy for 30 years, including tours as the senior Naval Intelligence
officer in Vietnam and Japan. He concluded his career as a
division chief at DIA. He received
numerous honors including the
Legion of Merit and a Joint
Services commendation and retired
to Reston, VA in 1977.

His retirement was spent
researching genealogy and
traveling with his wife of 60 years
Patricia M. Pyle (who predeceased
him in 2008) and his children’s
families. He was active in the
Green Springs community,
particularly as a member of the
Yacht Club. His final morning was
fortunately spent sailing his boat on
a beautiful day. Captain Pyle had a lifelong passion for learning.
He provided for the education of his children and grandchildren

 Cadet Fisher in 1949.

Bruce K. Fisher

Cadet Pyle in 1943

Captain Robert Erwin Pyle
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and continued his own studies into his final weeks at Greenspring.
He is survived by his four children: Kathleen E. Johns and her
husband, Geary, Robert E. Pyle, Jr. and his wife, Mary Mac,
John M. Pyle and his wife, Debbie, and Martha P. Starling and
her husband, Ron; ten grandchildren; and nine great-
grandchildren.

Originally published in The Washington Post on
Jan. 1, 2014.

Jesse d. Ridgeway, SMA Instructor ’42 – ‘47
STAUNTON – Mr. Jesse D.

Ridgeway Jr., 97, of Staunton,
died Jan. 21, 2015. He was born
Jan. 9, 1918, in South Boston,
Virginia, the son of the late Jesse
D. and Melissa Pollard
Ridgeway.

Following high school, Mr.
Ridgeway entered Hampden
Sydney College where he was a
member of the Theta
Chi fraternity.

After graduating
from college, Mr.

Ridgeway taught at Staunton Military
Academy from 1942-1947 and then at Wilson
Memorial High School from 1947-1979. He taught
general science, physics, and chemistry. He is
believed to be the last surviving member of the original
1947 faculty at Wilson. Mr. Ridgeway was always
known for his sense of humor and his love of teaching.

He was an avid gardener and maintained a large garden
most of the years of his life, gladly sharing the vegetables from
his garden with friends and family. Mr. Ridgeway loved Big
Band music and had a record
collection numbering in the
thousands.

He was a member of
Linden Heights Baptist Church
where he served as a deacon,
taught Sunday school, and sang
in the choir.

Mr. Ridgeway was
preceded in death by a brother,
Richard; a sister, Oza Ridgeway
Bradshaw; and a daughter,
Lissie Ridgeway Driver. He is
survived by his wife, Margaret,
and four children. His children

and their spouses are David Driver, Lissie’s husband; daughters,
Donna Yonce and husband, Richard, Carol Ridgeway, Kathy
Blackwell and husband, James; and son, Jerry Ridgeway and
wife Kathy. In addition, Mr. Ridgeway is survived by 13
grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers the family requests that contributions be
made to Linden Heights Baptist Church.

Joseph W. Waters, SMA Science
Instructor ‘73 – ‘74

Joseph W. Waters
passed away on February 17,
2015, in the Oncology Unit of
Augusta Health in
Fishersville, Virginia. 

He was born in Elkins,
West Virginia, on February
10, 1945, to Mary Virginia

(Miller) Waters and
the late Willis J.
Waters. 

As the son of an
Air Force officer, he
attended schools in
several states and various villages in the United
Kingdom. He attended The Citadel in Charleston,
S.C. and graduated from Frostburg State University
in Maryland with a B.S. and M.A. in science and

physical education. He taught science, physical
education, driver’s education, and coached football and
track in southern Maryland, at Staunton Military
Academy, and in Augusta County. He retired from teaching
physical education at the Shenandoah Valley Juvenile Center
in 2010. 

He is survived by his wife, Lauren Hart Waters, two
sons, Andrew Joseph
Waters (Kristin) and Beau
Davis Waters (Kelley), his
sister, Zenobia Eaton
(James), and 5 nieces. 

Those wishing to honor
his memory may send a
contribution to the Food
Pantry, Box 187, Verona,
Virginia, 24482 or to a
charity of their choice. 

something on the menu, he would pass the word around Alpha,
and the food would flow my way.  In a strange sense, I became
a sort of mascot for Alpha.  

During that time, I roomed in South Barracks in a corner
room, on the second gallery, with Pete Sweeting, who would
rise in rank to become the Corps Commander of the class of
’61. We had a third roommate, a “Rat” whose name I have
long since forgotten.  After about three weeks, our “Rat” tried
to commit suicide one night, was taken to the hospital, and we
never saw him again.   SMA wasn’t for everyone.

My life, though, was about to change.  Someone
discovered the error they had made by placing me in Alpha
Company and I was, without ceremony or choice, transferred
to Delta Company.  At the time, this was disappointing to me,
as I was leaving the protective custody of First Sergeant Crews
and all my big buddies in Alpha.  In retrospect, without this
change, my long term dream would very likely not have
happened. I ended my freshman year as a corporal, living in
Kable Hall, and truly enjoying Delta Company.

My sophomore year found me still assigned to Delta, but
living in West Barracks.  West Barracks had, as I recall, six
cadet rooms with two cadets in each, one faculty officer’s room,
and a vacant room across from his quarters.  The cadets assigned
to live in West were considered honor cadets as there was
little, if any, control in this barrack.  That year passed without
incident and I was promoted to Buck Sergeant.

My Junior year had now arrived, and my dream was
beginning to truly unfold.  I was the First Sergeant of Delta and
that was the path that, I felt, might propel me to Adjutant my
senior year.  It’s my understanding that no one, to this day, ever
understood how senior officer positions were decided upon;
so all we could do was our best and see where the cards
would fall.  

I was once again living in West Barracks.  This time,
however, the cadets in West were beginning to take bold steps
that no other cadets would dare.  A TV was placed in the
vacant room along with a telephone.  Actually, I wasn’t
interested in either; so I spent little time in the TV room.  Pizza
was delivered by taxi on many occasions, as the year
progressed. Then in the spring of ‘61, it happened.  Maybe it
was spring fever, maybe it was the freedoms we felt living in
West, or maybe it was just the desire to try life, even for a short
while.  We felt like all the high school students our age who
were living outside of our confined life.  One of the cadets,
whose name I have forgotten, returned from town and
announced that he had met a somewhat shady character who
would sell us a car for, as I recall, $50.00.  Five of us had a
secret meeting and decided to go for it.  Each cadet of the

“Secret Five” put up his share of the money, and we made a
pact that if caught, anyone not caught would never be revealed.
The car was then purchased and parked on a street not far
from the academy grounds. Now keep in mind, we didn’t have
ownership papers, a car registration, or insurance of any kind,
and none of us had a driver’s license.  In addition, the car was
very old with a 1950 Ohio license plate, but by golly, it ran!
 Does anyone think that we thoroughly thought this through?
 Not a chance! We were ready to go “cruising”! 

Now the time had come for the first trip in our grand auto.
 There was a dance that Friday night, and I had a blind date
with a girl from Stuart Hall.  Three of the “Secret Five” said
they were heading out and if I didn’t like my date they would
pick me up at an assigned spot after I sent her home on the
early bus.  As it turned out my date was great fun, and
consequently I remained at the dance until I said goodnight to
her as she left on the bus at the end of the dance.  I returned to
my room to find my roommate Wayne Browne wasn’t there.
 He was one of the five, so I expected they were out still having
fun.  Less than twenty minutes after I got in my bunk, I heard a
person running down the hall as if he were running the one
hundred yard dash.  The door flew open and in came Wayne,
undressing as he entered and diving into his bunk.  Within minutes,
multiple footsteps could be heard heading our way.  The door
opened, the lights were turned on and there stood the faculty
duty officer, the cadet duty officer, and several guards.  Wayne
was told to exit his bunk and stand at rigid attention. He was
then immediately escorted out of our room.  I still wasn’t certain
about what had happened, but no doubt knew it involved our
car. All this, and I had never even seen the car!

At second mess the next day, the Adjutant read the three
special orders for Wayne and the other two culprits that were
with him that night.  They were all busted to private and were
awarded enough demerits to last to the end of the year, even
requiring them to attend the “graveyard shift” beat squad in
order to march off all their demerits.

Later that day I had a chance to speak with Wayne to find
out what had happened.  They had come to the meeting place
to meet me as planned, but when I didn’t show, they continued
on “cruising”.  No one had paid any attention to the gas gauge
and, when they discovered they needed gas, all the stations
were closed.  At one of the closed stations they attempted to
drain the gas that might have remained in each filling hose into
the car’s gas tank, when a passing VA State Highway Patrol
Officer noticed their antics.  The gig was up.  They were taken
to the police station in Staunton and were being prepared to be
escorted back to SMA when Wayne saw an opportunity and
ran out the back door of the police station and all the way to

Lt. Ridgeway in 1947.

Jesse D. Ridgeway, Jr.

Coach Joseph Waters in 1973.

Joseph W. Waters
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
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Editor’s note.  The Kablegram-Leader extends a special “Thank you” to the SMA alumni who came up with the night
club idea, set it all up, and then covered the costs. Way to go!

Saturday morning began with our annual business meeting.  The VWIL Commandant of Cadets, Retired Air Force Brigadier
General Teresa Djuric, delivered a concise analysis of where the VWIL Corps is today, where they want to be in five years, and
exactly how they plan to get there.

Saturday afternoon was perfect for a parade; it was in the 70’s, sunny, with a light breeze.  Led by David Marshall of the
class of ‘72, almost a 100 SMA “Old Boys” joined the cadet corps from the Virginia Women’s Institute of Leadership (VWIL)
and marched down the hill for a joint SMA-VWIL Review on Kable Field.  Many of us remarked about how easy it was this year
to stay in step, and we believe it was because of the fabulous performance put on by the VWIL marching band.  Believe me, it
does make a difference!  After performing an “eyes right” to the VWIL corps, the SMA grads took their position on the west side
of the field to observe the presentation of the colors.  Once again, David Marshall, SMA ’72, honored us by singing the National
Anthem.  The ceremony continued with the awarding of nine SMA Alumni Association scholarships and the presentation of the
Kable Legion of Honor to the First Captain of cadets from VWIL.  (See the story in the VWIL News section.)  At the conclusion
of the presentations, the SMA alumni were honored by a brisk Pass in Review by the VWIL cadets.

Saturday afternoon was unscheduled, and many of the “Old Boys” used the free time to take long lunches with friends and
roommates.  At the Stonewall Jackson Hotel, scheduled events began at 5:30 p.m. with a reception in the lobby followed by a
banquet in the Shenandoah Room, with over 200 alumni and guests present.  Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73, presented several
awards to alumni and friends of SMA that have been outstanding in their support  of the SMA Legacy Fund.  (See the story on
page 18.)

We were fortunate to have Retired Navy Rear Admiral Russell Penniman (SMA ’75) as our guest speaker.  Admiral
Penniman’s speech was about his time at SMA and how it prepared him for the Naval Academy and his successful career in the
U.S. Navy.  It drove home the deep meaning of SMA’s motto, Truth, Duty, and Honor.

The banquet ended at 10:00 p.m., and many alumni and their guests moved into the lobby for coffee and conversation.
Plans are already firm for next year’s reunion.  It will take place on April 15, 16, and 17, 2015 at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel

in Staunton, Virginia.  Reservations can be made online via our SMA Alumni Association website or by calling the Stonewall
Jackson Hotel reservation desk at (855) 213-0582.

Life as a Cadet - The Forbidden Car

My adventure at SMA began in the Junior School as an
eighth grade “Rat”.  The military lifestyle suited me, and I
began to dream about what the future in the Corps might
hold for me, if I worked hard and did my best.  The long
term dream appeared when we were preparing to go on the
parade field for our first full dress parade.  The Adjutant had
marched by us leading the Corps onto the field.  He then
performed the Adjutant’s walk to the center of the field, calling
the Corps to attention, then turned and saluted the Corps
Commander, thereby handing the Corps over to him, before
taking his position on the Battle Group Staff.  That was for
me! The dream was created, then and there.  I wanted to
graduate as the Adjutant of the Corps.

During that year, I became a “Rat” Staff Sergeant and
platoon guide.  I was on my way.  At graduation, during the
Sponsor’s Parade, I watched the Adjutant, with his mother
at his side, along with the other senior officers, walk their
mothers onto the parade field for a full dress Pass in Review
in their honor.  This added to the dream.  In a very small way,
it would be a thank you for my mother who was sacrificing
so much for me to attend SMA. 

By Don Campbell, SMA ’62

Then came “The Hill”.  By some unknown error I was
assigned to Alpha Company.   All Old Boys know that the
general makeup of the Corps is set by height.  I was probably
five foot eight and weighed about 120 pounds and now
surrounded by giants.  At formation, I was in the second
platoon, fourth squad, last man.  When the Friday personnel
inspections took place, the inspecting officer, almost without
fail, would stand in front of me and lean back toward  my
squad leader saying, “Sergeant, where is your eleventh man?”
 I would answer for my squad leader by saying, “Sir, I’m
down here”, at which time the Company First Sergeant,
Warren Crews, would walk behind me and literally pick me
up for the officer to inspect.   

In the mess hall, I had to be quick in an attempt to survive
family style eating surrounded by cadets twice my size.  After
about three weeks, First Sergeant Crews either noticed I
was losing weight or felt sorry for me and had me transferred
to his table, directly by his side.  No one messed with First
Sergeant Crews, and I began to live like a king.  If I liked
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QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:
_____ Blue: L-XL (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ... $10.00
_____ Gray: L-3X (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield ...................... $75.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $35.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $40.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold .................. $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
   Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope .. $3.00
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................... $13.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................... $15.00
    $71.00 and above .................................................................. $17.00

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

$____________

$____________

$____________
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CADET STORE

Pass in Review

reflections from the hill

Hello again fellow Alums. What a
great reunion weekend we had! Even
the weather was great. I think we all
agree the later date was a good idea
for a lot of reasons.

I want to thank our AMA brothers
for working with us in what will be a
great partnership in the future for both
of our schools. We are going to have
our reunions on the same weekend

next year and I hope we all can get together on a couple more
events. I wantd to thank Jay Nedry, SMA ’69, for helping put us
together with AMA, and also for making the dance possible on
Friday night. He was “the man with the plan” when it came to
getting donations for the band. Great Job Jay! 

This is a kind of farewell reflections for me. As you know, I am
retired as of September 1st this year from my duties as President. I
may be out of the lime light but not gone. I will be on the board for
as long as you will have me, and I will help guide the new president,
Tom Davis, on his path in the next couple of years. Tom has been
around as our treasurer forever; so he will not be someone you
don’t know.

I also want to thank everyone on the board for doing such a
great job of putting everything together, year after year, to make
our reunions so much fun.  I want to thank Burdette Holmes for
taking care of our Kablegram-Leader and making sure we get out
quarterly updates. You are the best Burdette!  

Also, without the following two people, we would be in deep
trouble. Arlene and Brocky are the heart and soul of our museum
and our day- to-day lives in Staunton. I cannot thank them enough
for all they do. I promise you, Arlene, I will always be there for
anything I can help with. The last guy I need to thank is my mentor,
my 1st Captain, and my Vice President, Tom Phillips. This guy
really is the leader of the pack. Tom has done it all when it comes
down to taking care of all of us. He is the leader that really got
everyone back together and put our alumni association back on
the map. He is also retired as of September 1st, but will remain on
the board with us. We have a great future in front of us and thanks
to the many who have supported us in many ways.  We will be
around for many years to come.

I am looking forward to seeing all of you next April at the 2016
reunion. Please call your old class mates and buddies to get them
back on the hill for a great weekend with all of us. Thanks again
for your support in the last few years and I will see you in April. 

TDH
 
Bill Bissett
President
SMAAA



This past April 17-19, almost 100 SMA alumni returned to the “Hill” for the annual
SMA Alumni Association reunion.  The classes of ’65 and ’70 were tied for the highest
attendance with 13 “Old Boys” each.

Friday afternoon, the alumni moved to the Memorial Wall (in front of the old supply
room) for the addition of two plaques to the Memorial Wall and a reading of the names
of deceased alumni who passed away in 2014 and 2015.  The two men added to the
Memorial Wall are David C. Cumming, SMA ’59, and Claude Bufford Shaw, SMA
’37.  (See a reprint of the dedication speeches for David Cummings and Claude Shaw
on pages 23 and 24.)  We opened the proceedings with a beautiful rendition of “America,
the Beautiful”, by our own alumni opera singer, David Marshall of the class of ’72.
The ceremony was followed by a 21-gun salute performed by the VWIL Howie Rifles,
and a soulful playing of Taps in memory of our departed brothers and sisters.

Friday evening was rounded out with a barbeque in the old mess hall followed by
a dance at the Clock Tower nightclub in downtown Staunton.  The dance was a joint
venture for the graduates of Staunton Military Academy, Augusta Military Academy,
and Stuart Hall, all of which were holding their reunions in Staunton on the same
weekend.  Music was provided by the Rondels.  Many of us believe the best dancers
on the floor were Ralph Sebrell, SMA ’45, and his wife, Ann.
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Growing again: 95 “Old Boys” attend 2015 Reunion

Continued on page 3

First Captain David Marshall, SMA ’72, leads the “Old Boys” on parade.
(Photos by Ed Smith, SMA ’76)
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