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2014 REUNION
One hundred “Old Boys”, faculty, and staff members

attended the 2014 Staunton Military Academy/VWIL All-Class
Reunion at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel in the Shenandoah
Valley this March.  When you add in their guests, over 150
people enjoyed the reunion in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley
of Virginia.  Honors for the oldest SMA class went to the
graduates from 1944, represented by Eric Wiltshire and his
wife, Marcia.  Honors for the highest participation went to
the Class of 1964, with nine graduates present.  It was a
close decision; the classes of 1969 and 1974 both were
represented by eight graduates.

On Friday afternoon, due to cold and damp weather,
the festivities began indoors in the new Physical Activities
Center on the old SMA parade field (a.k.a., Kable Field) with
a VWIL Honor Ceremony featuring a performance by the
VWIL Howie Rifles.  After the Honor Ceremony, we moved
to the Memorial Wall for the presentation of a new plaque
for the late Col.Dennis Case and a remembrance of the SMA
graduates who had passed away since the 2013 reunion.
Their names were read to the sounding of our old Mess Hall
bell. Activities at the wall were closed by a 21-gun salute
from a rifle squad of VWIL cadets.  Later that evening, the
VWIL Military Ball was held at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel.  Music was provided by the VMI Commanders, led by Colonel John Brodie.
(Folks, they were good!)

Saturday morning began with our annual business meeting, in which we discussed several
items of interest to the assembled alumni.  Also present was General Terry Djuric, Commandant
of the VWIL Corps of Cadets.

Following the meeting, we held the annual SMA/VWIL Review on Kable Field.  As has
been done so many times before, the “Old Boys” formed up on the asphalt, marched down
the hill (past Kable Hall and the Memorial Building), crossed the road, and descended to the
parade ground, doing their level best to stay in step.  Marching in front of the already formed
VWIL Corps of Cadets, the “Old Boys” and retired to the sideline for the presentation of
scholarships and awards.  Closing the event, the VWIL Corps conducted a “Pass-In-Review”
before a long line of combined graduates of both institutions, SMA and VWIL.

Later that evening, the formal banquet was held in the large ball room at the Stonewall
Jackson Hotel.  Thanks to the generosity of several of its members, the SMA Alumni Association
was able to invite 20 VWIL cadets to join us at our tables.  To say the least, their presence was
illuminating.  We learned a great deal about the VWIL program, the connections between
VWIL and SMA, and the individual plans of our cadet guests.

The evening’s main speaker was General Mike Bissell, Commandant Emeritus of the
VWIL Corps of Cadets.  General Bissell told us a moving, personal story about a tragedy in
his life that occurred while he was serving as a helicopter pilot in the Vietnam War.  One of the
people in the story was a young, female Army Public Relations Officer, who displayed
tremendous mental strength and courage in an unexpected, but deadly combat situation.

The 2015 reunion will be held April 17th, 18th, and 19th (in warmer weather) at the Stonewall
Jackson Hotel in downtown Staunton.

That’s what it’s all about… Eugene Ehmann and Julian Lake, Class of ’74.
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................... $5.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00
_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $10.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(3)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold .................. $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.
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CADET STORE

Pass in Review

reflections from the hill

By Bill Bissett, President SMA Alumni
Association

Hello again, fellow alumni.  Well,
another reunion has come and gone.
Thanks to all of you that made it to
Staunton this year.  We had a good
crowd and still squeezed a parade in
between rain showers.  For those of
you who didn’t make it, you missed a

good one.
I want to thank Arlene and Brocky Nicely one more time for

all they do for us.  They are the heart and soul of our alumni
association, and I cannot thank them enough for all that they do.

We are starting our plans for next year already, and we have
decided to move the reunion out of March and into April, in hopes
of better weather.  The exact dates are April 17, 18, and 19.  We
are also looking at a change in format in the weekend activities in
order to keep it interesting.  If any of you have any ideas or
preferences, please email me or the alumni office, and we will
bring them up for discussion and a vote at our monthly Board of
Directors meetings.  Your input is important; so please let us
know what ideas you have.  It is your reunion, and we want
everyone to have a say in what we do.  My email is
wbissett@steelbarsales.com.

Also, all of you that put off registering until the last minute,
please preregister so we can better plan for the meals and events.

We have had a bad run of losing some of our faithful alums
this past year.  We send out our thoughts and prayers to all of
their families and friends.  The whole purpose of these reunions
is to get together with all of our old friends and spend some valuable
time with them.  We are all getting older, and we shouldn’t put
off seeing each other whenever we can.

Having said that, there is a possible reunion of sorts being
planned for this coming winter in sunny South Florida.  If anyone
is interested in the possibility of getting together in the Fort
Lauderdale area this coming January, please contact me for the
information.

Well, that is all I have for now; thanks again to all the “Old
Boys” who came to this year’s reunion, and please don’t forget
to pay your dues.

Truth, Duty, Honor,
Bill Bissett
President, SMAAA

P.S.  We are still looking for anyone who can help us with the
Legacy Fund drive.  We need a few good men!
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

When researching a non-fiction work such as the history
of SMA, the author must travel down all paths that point
toward his subject until they prove to be a part of the story
or prove not to be. Sometimes these paths are confusing,
because they conflict with the other information discovered
on other paths. Such was the case in the research on the
SMA History Project.

Searching online databases, court records, and
microfilmed newspapers and looking for certain key words
is the life of a researcher. In the case of the SMA History
Project, these key words were “Staunton”, “Male”,
“Military”, “Academy”, and “Kable”. These searches, both
electronic and visual, were done in the expected groupings
of William H. Kable, W. G. Kable, The Staunton Male
Academy, and The Staunton Military Academy. However,
both the search engines that scan the online databases and
the researcher’s eyes scanning the physical court records
and microfilmed newspapers find and stop at pieces of these
groupings. Records highlighted showed The Staunton
Academy, a Staunton Male Academy out of the proper
date range, and a Staunton Military Academy out of the
proper date range. These alternate paths (as I referred to
them) appeared in documents both earlier and later than
Captain Kable’s effort.

These alternate paths needed to be traveled down far
enough to determine if Captain Kable’s effort was a unique
one and or just the continuation of somebody else’s effort
such as Kable’s time at the Charlestown Academy. While
the research went far enough along the paths to prove
Captain Kable’s effort was his own, the complete paths
were not followed to their sources to fully understand them.
I decided to leave that to some other researcher that wants
to document the history of education in Staunton. My focus
always stayed with Captain Kable’s effort.

Establishing that Captain Kable arrived in Staunton in
1884 and started the Staunton Male Academy was fairly
easy. Newspapers in both Charlestown, WV and Staunton,
VA documented this move in a concise chronological order.
Records in the Staunton Court House detailed out the
purchase of property and Sanborn Insurance Fire Maps
recorded the physical growth of the facilities of the Staunton
Military Academy.

However, the alternate paths provided some interesting
reading and facts.

There were a total of five Academies advertised in
newspapers that used the word Staunton in them. Different
men ran them all, but each advertised that they were a
“Classical and Mathematical” school that prepared young
men for entry into the University of Virginia. The similarity
of the missions and the closeness of the names were a
researcher’s nightmare until the schools could be discerned
through the dates of existence and educator’s identities.

The first of these academies, founded in 1793, was the
first ‘Staunton Academy.’ (As a side note, seeing as this
was about the same time as the founding of the Charles
Town Academy, it leads me to believe that there may have
been a push for quality formal education in the young United
States at that time. But I’ll leave that for someone else’s
Master’s Thesis.) The school building for the Staunton
Academy was located on the North East corner of New
and Academy Streets. (Academy Street was most likely
not named that at the time and probably took its name from
the Staunton Academy being there.) In the mid-1800’s Jas.
A. Waddell was the instructor. The advertisements for the
school ended in the late 1860’s and then in 1870, the building
had been taken over by the town of Staunton for use as a
‘Free School.’ The building no longer exists, and a stately
apartment building now occupies the site.

The second of the academies was the first one to carry
the name of the ‘Staunton Male Academy’. C. E. Young
first advertised this school in July of 1865. The location of
the school is unknown though it was most likely located in
Mr. Young’s residence. Advertising for the school ended in
1872. Mr. Young sold his household and kitchen furniture
(and a young Milch cow) in August of 1873 and moved to
Lewisburg, WV.

H. L. Hoover started the third of these academies in
1878. It carried the first instance of the name ‘The Staunton
Military Academy’ for the 1879-1880 school session. By
1882, the school had been renamed ‘The Hoover High
School.’ There is no indication where the school was located
in any of the advertisements. No advertising for the school
appeared in the Staunton newspapers after 1882, but Mr.
Hoover stayed in Staunton and was active in the YMCA
and various businesses.

The fourth academy was our own dear Staunton
Military Academy. Captain Kable founded it as the Staunton
Male Academy in 1884 and then changed the format and
the name to the Staunton Military Academy in 1888. As
we all know, it remained in operation in Staunton until 1976.

The fifth academy was started by Prof. S. H. Owens.
Prof. Owens moved to Staunton from Richmond where he
had taught Greek at Richmond College (now the University
of Richmond). He taught at Captain Kable’s Staunton Male
Academy during the 1885-1886 school session and then
rented the Staunton Female Seminary (now Mary Baldwin
College) during the summer of 1886 to run a summer school
there. He started the Virginia Latin School (most likely in
his home) in the fall of 1886 and ran it until the spring of
1888. He opened his own Staunton Academy in the old
Staunton Academy building at the corner of New and
Academy streets in the fall of 1888. The school stopped
advertising after the start of the 1895-1896 school session.
Prof. Owens moved to Washington, DC in September of
1897.

Continued on page 4

By Greg Robertson, SMA ‘70
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One Staunton and Five Academies
On another note, though it has nothing to do with the

subject at hand, I would like to share some little interesting
tidbits on education in Staunton that came up during the
research into the SMA History Project.

In the late 1880’s, most schools were segregated, not
only by race (if there was any schools for non-whites at all)
but also by gender. This seems to be the case in Staunton
with perhaps the exception of the Institute for the Deaf, Dumb,
and Blind of the State of Virginia (now known as The School
for the Deaf and Blind). But, women in Staunton did have
multiple avenues for education.

The 1885 map of Staunton details only one property as a
school for young men, William Kable’s Staunton Male
Academy. The old Staunton Academy building on the NE
corner of New and Academy is listed as belonging to the

Continued from page 3

Staunton Public Schools (White). A public school building
was on Parkersburg Turnpike (now West Beverly) just
outside the then city limits and was probably in the County
School System. There was also a City Colored Public School
building located on Augusta at the intersection with Prospect.
However, in addition to these schools, there are four schools
shown to be exclusively for women.

The Staunton Female Seminary was located on the SW
corner of Fayette and Federal. The Wesleyan Female
Institute sat on the SW corner of Johnson St and St. Clair
St. The Virginia Female Institute still exists today as Stuart
Hall at the NW corner of Frederick and Fillmore. Lastly, the
Augusta Female Seminary was located north of Frederick
between Market and Winchester (now Coulter). This school
still exists today as Mary Baldwin College.

BENCHES ON FLAGPOLE HILL
By Peter Birckhead, Legacy Fund Chairman

Looking for a great way to honor or memorialize a
friend and just to give back to SMA with a donation to
the SMA Foundation Legacy Fund?  Why not consider
purchasing a bench on Flag Pole Hill?

It is a great way to enhance the Hill and a lasting
reminder of whomever you honor.  We have two benches
already erected with room for more. At the time of this
story, two additional benches have been ordered: one in
honor of the Class of 1974 and one in memory of Darrell
W. Hurst, SMA Faculty 1963-1967.  Preparations have
been made for additional bench locations in the future.

Editor’s note. For more information, please contact
Peter directly at (713) 819-1980 or at
peterbirckhead@comcast.net.

Steel benches on concrete pads have been erected in
memory of two alumni from the class of ’61:

George Richard (Dick) Staunch and John Antonelli.

Two benches have already been erected on Flagpole Hill,
and two more have been ordered.

taps
the University of Virginia and an MBA from Columbia
University. He was a Captain in the U.S. Air Force. His
first marriage to Sally Ruth May ended in divorce. Their
daughter, Alexandra “Sasha” Rau, a clinical therapist, lives
in New York City.

Bill was preceded in death by his parents, Ben and
Margery Rau. He is survived by his wife of 21 years, Jo
Ann Wolf, New York, NY and Canton, OH; his daughter,
Sasha; his sisters: Patricia White, Betty Santandrea (Bob)
and Dorothy “Dede” Gile; his brother- and sister-in-law
Fred and Leora Wolf; his nieces and nephews: Jacob,
Claire and Adam Wolf, David and Matthew Schewel and
Sara Schewel Foster.

Bill has been described as a gentle, courageous,
generous, kind and thoughtful man. Bill loved people. He
had numerous, dedicated life-long friends, many from his
early childhood years as a camper at Camp Nebagamon.

Cadet Torres in 1962.

 Hector Torres (right) with
Vice President Richard Nixon in 1958.

HECTOR MANUEL TORRES, SMA ‘62

Hector Manuel
Torres, SMA ‘62,
passed away on
January 20, 2014.
Born in Ponce,
Puerto Rico, Hector
attended Georgia
Tech following
graduation from
SMA, earning a
B.S. in Civil Engineering in
1966. He worked for two
years at Lockheed-Martin

(Atlanta) before returning to Ponce, where he would live
the remainder of his fruitful life.  Hector married Julie Ortiz-
Salichs, also of Ponce, in 1967.

Upon returning to Puerto Rico, Hector worked at
Estructuras de Acero, and later founded C&H Systems.
For thirty years, he would erect steel-frame buildings
throughout Puerto Rico, mainly in the south.  He was a
keen aviator, flying his family frequently in his Mooney
Ovation 3.  Hector has been lauded for his benevolent
spirit, as he devoted countless hours and significant
resources to helping churches and other non-profit
organizations with construction needs. A member of Rotary

As one recently said, Bill always cared about others before
himself. His personality was infectious. Even during the
toughest days of his medical battles, Bill was always happy,
always smiling, always laughing.

His family wishes to thank colleagues, family and
friends for their support, and especially Dr. Kenneth
Braunstein, Dr. Samuel Webster, and Dr. Demetre
Papadopoulos - all of Atlanta, and the doctors, and staff
of The Seattle Cancer Care Alliance, Seattle, WA for their
outstanding care.  In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to University of Washington Merkel Cell Carcinoma
(MCC) Research, in care of Dr. Paul Nghiem, University
of Washington, 850 Republic Street, Room 242, Seattle,
WA 98109.

Published in The Atlanta Journal-Constitution on
Feb. 24, 2014

and other benevolence organizations, Hector lived a life
devoted to serving others.
Hector is survived by his wife Julie, his brother

Felix (SMA ’56), his children Juliana and Manuel,
and his grandchildren, Javier, Adrian and Gabriel.
Hector was preceded in death by his parents Felix
Torres and Maria Teresa Garcia , and his sister
Maria Teresa Correa.

His burial was handled by Funeraria Ponce
Memorial.



Cadet Marson in 1949.
 (Junior year)
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SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND

Continued on page 25

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT COMMITTEE
Update 5-1-14

By Peter Birckhead ‘73

As many of you know from reading the previous five issues of the Kablegram-Leader, the SMAAA has established
the Legacy Fund Project Committee.  As Chair of the Committee, I mentioned in the May 2013 story that I would provide
routine updates on the progress of our committee with every issue of the Kablegram-Leader. Since we started this initiative
the following has been accomplished by the committee and your association board:

I A GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION HAS BEEN SET AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

II THE STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PARTNERED WITH HARRIS
CONNECT TO PRODUCE A NEW SMA ALUMNI DIRECTORY.

III NEW SMAAA FUNDING BINS CREATED AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

IV GIFT GIVING MARKETING MATERIALS AND FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN

V YOUR PAST AND ALL FUTURE DONATIONS HAVE BEEN OR ARE  NOW BEENING
PROPERLY INVESTED

UPDATE May 1, 2014 –
Initial fund raising has been underway for 4 months and to date we have collected over $35,000 in cash

and have another $50,000 in cash pledged by one alumni and another $625,000 being “worked on” by a number
of alumni who are either changing beneficiaries on existing life insurance policies or purchasing new Level
Term Life Insurance Policies with death benefits, payable to the SMA Foundation Legacy Fund, of between
$125,000 and $250,000. If you would like information about how you could set up the same gift please contact
me.

During our recent reunion in Staunton (March 2014)  I presented a complete review of the Legacy Fund
Project. This presentation and Gift Giving Materials along with a video on the “History of SMA” may all be
viewed on the SMA Alumni website at www.sma-alumni.org.

Between early to mid-May all alumni will be receiving a packet in the mail with Gift Giving materials
and a donation/pledge form. Remember all donations made to the SMA Foundation at fully tax deductible.

If anyone has any questions or want to help please contact me directly.

Thanks!

Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net
713-819-1980

taps
after working ten years as Airport Facilities Foreman at the
Ocala International Airport.

Frank was predeceased by his parents and brother,
Charles R. Lee, Jr.  He is survived by his beloved wife and
best friend of 35 years, Deborah Mokray Lee; and survived
by his children from his first marriage - son, Frank Jr. and
his spouse Cherie [Danielsen] of Hockley, TX; son Charles
and his spouse Petal [Aerstin] of North Richland, TX;
daughter Christianna and her spouse Joseph Lyon of Aiken,
SC; and brother-in-law, Arthur M. Mokray, Jr. of Panama,
Republic of Panama.  Frank is also survived by five
grandchildren and two great granddaughters.

Harry E. Marson, SMA ‘50
Harry E. Marson, 81, of

Wilton, CT, formerly of
Goshen, NY, died Saturday,
January 11, 2014 at
Wilton Meadows
Rehabilitation and
Health Care Center in
Wilton, CT. Harry
was born June 5,
1932 in Detroit,
Michigan, the son of
Homer and Evadne
(Wright) Marson.

After graduating from Staunton Military Academy
in 1950, Harry graduated from Albion College, in Michigan.
He served in the U.S. Army in Korea. Harry worked at
IBM, in New York, after college.  He retired from IBM as
a System Analyst. He was a member of the Goshen’s Lions
Club, Goshen, NY, a member of the Goshen Zoning Board
of Appeals, Orange County Classical Choral Society, and
he was very active in St. John’s the Evangelist Catholic
Church, Goshen, NY.  Among other things, he was a lector
for the church.

He is survived by his wife, Alicia H. Marson of Chester,
NY; five children: Catherine Marson DeAngelis and husband,
Joe of Chester, NY, Jean-Marie Marson James and
husband, Robert of Nashua, NH, John R. Mason and his
wife, Christina of Fairfield, CT, Julia Marson Yuan and
husband, David of Ridgefield, CT, Elizabeth Marson and
husband, Woody Hughes of Dover, MA; four stepsons: Col.
Raymond Celeste, Robert Celeste, Rodney Lodato and

Richard Lodato and his wife, Adriana; 16 grandchildren:
Maryalice, Chester, Madelyn, Sarah, Jillian, Grant,
Brittany, Hunter, Dakota, Logan, Anthony, Nicolas,
Sabrina, Isabella, Anthony and Gianna.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made in
Harry’s name to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital,
Memorial and Honor Program, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, TN 38105

William I. Rau, SMA ‘62

William (Bill) I. Rau, 69, an international wealth advisor,
died on February 20th, after
a long illness. With over 42
years of financial industry
management experience, his
professional career included

Vice Chair of GMA
Partners, Senior
Managing Director of
Bank of America,
Director of Barclays
Bank, Managing
Director of
Continental Illinois National Bank and a Vice
President from 2002 to the present of Neuberger
Berman Group LLC. An active fundraiser and
prominent civic leader, Bill served as Director,

Treasurer, Member and Trustee of numerous organizations
including: The Advisory Council of The Wilmer Eye
Institute, Johns Hopkins, Baltimore, MD, Woodruff Arts
Center, Atlanta, GA. and earlier in Chicago, IL: The

Michael Reese Hospital &
Medical Center, Francis W.
Parker School, The Lincoln
Park Zoo, The Illinois Eye
Foundation, and the
Scholarship & Guidance
Association, Chicago, Il. He
was a recipient of the Charles
R. Yates Award for
Philanthropic Leadership in
Atlanta.

Born in Highland Park,
Illinois, he attended

Staunton Military Academy and received a BA from

 William Rau in 2012.

Cadet Rau in 1962.
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Tim Scheel, SMA ’73, is working on a “special project”
investigating what it will take to place a road sign at the
exits off of Interstate 81 for the VWIL/SMA museum.
(See Letters and Emails to the Editor.)

A special thanks to those “old boys” and friends
that sponsored a VWIL cadet to our banquet on Saturday
night.  The 20 young women who joined our banquet made
a lasting, positive impression on all of us.

Enough with the cold reunions!!!  After several
years of close calls and a really cold, wet reunion this year,
our reunion committee has moved the date for our 2015
get-together back into the second half of April!  Hurrah!!
Mark your calendar, because it will be really nice to see
Staunton with fresh blossoms and green leaves.  Next year’s
reunion is scheduled for April 17th, 18th, and 19th.  See you
there.

brieflybrieflybrieflybrieflybriefly

YOUR ASSOCIATION NEEDS YOU….ALL ARE WELCOME!
By Peter Birckhead SMA ‘73

There appears to be some confusion out in our ranks about whether or not non–graduates
of SMA are welcome and eligible to join the SMA Alumni Association and/or attend our
annual reunions.  As a matter of fact, you are.  And the same goes for the non-graduates of the
VWIL Program at Mary Baldwin College. You are also welcome and encouraged to join!

The By-Laws of our association concerning this matter are very clear.

Even if you were asked to leave SMA via a Special Order for allegedly committing some
heinous crime, you are welcome.

So if you are not yet a member, please don’t delay.  Join us now! It is as easy as paying the
annual dues.  No background search, no fuss, no bother.  The form used for dues is on the
back of this Kablegram. Fill it out, and send it in!

Susan Yates (Stuart Hall, ’73) reminds us that Stuart
Hall’s Carroll House is available as a Bed and Breakfast
for our future visits to Staunton.  The house welcomes SMA
alumni, VWIL Alumnae, and friends of Stuart Hall.  If you
are interested, please contact Ginger Henry for reservations
at (540) 885-0356.  The Carroll House is located at 402
Osage Place in Staunton.

Stuart Hall’s Carroll House.

Deadline for the September Kablegram-Leader (Fall Issue). Currently, we plan to publish the fall issue of the
Kablegram-Leader in September, 2014. Once again, it will be an online issue; so we will not mail you a printed copy UNLESS
you request it from the SMA Alumni Association! The deadline for articles is August 15, 2014. And we always need pictures.

the soldiers with whom he served and those he mentored
throughout the years. 

He is survived by his wife of 47 years, Tommye
Thompson Byington; daughter, Stacey (Chris) Wynn;
granddaughter and namesake, Margaret Michael Wynn;
daughter, Emily (Chris) O’Keefe; brother; M.R. (Harriett)
Byington; sisters, Teresa Safford and Nora (Ed) Moulton;
brother-in-law Hal Thompson; nieces: Mitzi (Reed) Lovell,
Kim (Johnny) Bylen and Amy Moulton; nephews: Steve
(Rena), Jerry (Lynne) and John (Cara) Byington, Bobby,
Jack and Joey Safford; a large extended family, dear friends
and the Brothers of Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity. 

Donations may be made in Mike’s name to: Signal
Mountain Presbyterian Church, 612 James Boulevard, Signal
Mountain, TN 37377.

Frank Arthur Lee, SMA ‘52

Frank Arthur Lee, 79,
passed away on February 10,
2014 in Brentwood at Fore
Ranch with his wife, Deborah,
at his side.  He was born in
Gainesville, FL, on April 8,
1934 to Charles R., Sr. and
Gaynelle [Corbett] Lee.  He
grew up in various cities
because his father worked for
Westinghouse Electric Supply
Company; relocated from

Florida to New Orleans, LA, Baltimore, MD, Ardmore,
PA, and back to Jacksonville, Florida.  Frank graduated
from Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, VA,
Class of 1952.  He entered into the U. S. Marine Corps
on February 16, 1953 following the footsteps of his father,
Charles and brother, Charles R. Lee, Jr.  He was Honorably

Discharged on December
21, 1955.  Attended
Jacksonville Junior College
in Jacksonville, FL,
received AA degree in
Electrical Engineering.  Then
attended University of
Florida, Gainesville,
received his BEE degree in
Electrical Engineering.

After graduation Frank
worked several years for his
father’s business Sales
Engineering Company in Miami, FL.  He then worked for
Boeing at Cape Canaveral on the minuteman missiles.
Through an ad in an engineering magazine he applied for
employment with the Panama Canal Company, Electrical

Division - Electrical Work Branch.  He progressed
through the PCC as Chief, Electrical Work
Branch; Chief, Electrical Division; Chief,
Maintenance Division & Chief, Construction
Division; and Chief, Engineering Division.  During
his service with the Panama Canal Company/
Commission he served on the Advisory Board for
the Apprentice School.  Once the Panama Canal
Treaty went into effect, he served on the Contract
Negotiation Board for the Labor Union.  During

his career he received many outstanding awards and
recognitions; and was a member of the Professional Society
of Engineers.  He elected early retirement on January 1,
1984 with 23 years of service.  He and Deborah have been
members of the Panama Canal Society since 1980.

Moving to Rainbow Springs near Dunnellon, FL, he
obtained employment with the City of Ocala.  He retired

Frank Lee in the Marine Corps.

Cadet Lee in 1952.

USMC Honor Guard salute to Frank A. Lee.

Continued on page 24

Col. Mike Byington and wife, Tommye, in 2013.
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Continued on page 8

An Infantry Officer, Colonel Brownfield’s overseas
service included two tours in Vietnam where he was
wounded in combat both times (one with the 173rd Airborne
Brigade, and a second with the Vietnamese Airborne
Division), and tours in Germany with the 8th Infantry Division,
Egypt with the Multinational Force and Observers, and as
Commander, U.S. Military Group, Venezuela.

In the United States, some of Colonel Brownfield’s most
treasured assignments included: Assistant Professor of
Leadership at the U.S. Military Academy; Executive Officer
in the 1st Ranger Battalion; Deputy Chief of Staff of the 1st
Special Operations Command; commander of the 5th
Ranger Training Battalion; DoD Liaison to the Office of
National Drug Control Policy, Executive Office of the
President; and Deputy Director of Operations followed by
Chief, Special Action Division, J3, United States Special
Operations Command. 

After retiring from the Army in 1998, Ray and Marcia
built a log home for their menagerie of dogs, birds and cat
and embarked on a new career as the proprietors of Reveille
Vineyards. After almost 16 years of backbreaking
work, Ray saw his vineyard’s name prominently
displayed for the very first time in 2013 on a bottle
of Cave Ridge Chardonnay, proof of a dream
realized. 

In addition to his full time duties as a viticulturist,
Ray was a member of the Shenandoah County
Water Board, an acting member of its School
Board, a Rotarian, Chairman of the Shenandoah
County Democratic Party, and the St. Andrews
Episcopal Church in Mt. Jackson. 

He was the beloved father of Amanda Louise Brownfield
(Nadine) and Marian Brownfield Stringer (Cory), and
grandfather to Chance, Connor and Caden Stringer. 

He lived his life by the
Citadel Honor Code, never
lying, cheating, or stealing, and
conducting himself with honor at
all times.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to St. Andrews
Episcopal Church, P.O. Box
117, Mt. Jackson, VA, 22842
or to RMH Hahn Cancer
Center, 2010 Health Campus
Dr., Harrisonburg, VA, 22801.

Colonel Michael S. Byington, SMA ‘61

Colonel (Retired) Michael
S. Byington, 70, of Signal
Mountain, passed away April
11, 2014, at his home. After
high school graduation from
Staunton Military
Academy, Mike attended the
University of Chattanooga
where he was a member of
Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity.
He was the Army ROTC
Moccasin Battalion
Commander and at graduation in 1967, received a BA in
History, was a Distinguished Military Graduate, and
commissioned a Second Lieutenant, US Army Infantry. 

Among his Infantry and Aviation command and staff
positions during 30 years of active service were Rifle Platoon
Leader, 1st Air Cavalry Division, Vietnam; Company

Commander of Infantry, 6th Infantry Division and
101st Airborne Division; Army Aviator, Command
Aircraft Company, Vietnam; Commander, 120th
Assault Helicopter Company, Alaska; Executive
Officer, 1st Aviation Battalion (Combat) and
Inspector General, 1st Infantry Division, Ft Riley,
KS; Battalion Commander, 1st Battalion, 145th
Aviation Regiment, Ft. Rucker, AL. He returned
to Alaska in 1990 where he served as Senior Army
Advisor to the Alaska Army National Guard; and

Commander, Alaska Army National Guard. 
He was a graduate of Infantry Officers Basic and

Advanced Courses; Fixed Wing Aviation Course; Rotary
Wing Qualification Course; Airborne Course; and Command
and General Staff College among others. 

Colonel Byington’s many awards and decorations
included the Army Legion of Merit; State of Alaska Legion
of Merit, Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart; Combat Infantry
Badge; Army Parachutist Badge and Master Army Aviator
Badge. 

Mike retired from the Army in 1996, and became
Coordinator, Alaska State Emergency Response
Commission; then Assistant Manager, Merrill Field Airport,
Anchorage, AK, before relocating to Signal Mountain. 

He was a true patriot who had a genuine love of
country. His favorite and most often-told stories were of his
family, shooting skeet, fishing, bird hunting with his dogs,

 Cadet Byington in 1961

Continued on page 23

Colonel Brownfield.

letters and email
Dear SMA Alumni coordinator: February 2, 2014

It is with deepest regrets that I inform you that Hector Manuel Torres, SMA ‘62, passed away on January 20, 2014. Born
in Ponce, Puerto Rico, Hector attended Georgia Tech following graduation from SMA, earning a B.S. in Civil Engineering in 1966.
He worked for two years at Lockheed-Martin (Atlanta) before returning to Ponce, where he would live the remainder of his
fruitful life.. Hector married Julie Ortiz-Salichs, also of Ponce, in 1967.

Upon returning to Puerto Rico, Hector worked at Estructuras de Acero, and later founded C&H Systems. For thirty
years, he would erect steel-frame buildings throughout Puerto Rico, mainly in the south. He was a keen aviator, flying his family
frequently in his Mooney Ovation 3. Hector has been lauded for his benevolent spirit, as he devoted countless hours and significant
resources to helping churches and other non-profit organizations with construction needs. A member of Rotary and other benevolence
organizations, Hector lived a life devoted to serving others.

Hector is survived by his wife Julie, his brother Felix (SMA
’56), his children Juliana and Manuel, and his grandchildren, Javier, Adrian
and Gabriel. Hector was preceded in death by his parents Felix Torres
and Maria Teresa Garcia , and his sister Maria Teresa Correa.

Thank you for your attention,
Eric Skipper (son-in-law)

Attachment: Photograph of Hector (right), Vice President
Richard Nixon, and unknown cadet (I have heard a senator’s son and
perhaps Hector’s roommate) from the ’57-’58 school year. The family
would appreciate any insight into the occasion.

Editor’s note.  After we identified the cadet on the left as George
Lipow (left SMA before graduating), Eric sent us this follow-up
about the photograph.

Dear Burdette and Arlene: February12, 2014
Thank you both for your responses and your prayers. I was able to access newspaper archives with a Google search, and

I found the following article, which explains the context of the photograph. This article appeared in numerous newspapers
between May 7 and May 9, 1958.

********
The Washington Scene  By GEORGE DIXON

Two small cadets of the junior school at Staunton Military Academy are complaining bitterly that they have been delivered
into economic betrayal just because they allowed themselves to be with Vice President Nixon. The embryo warriors, Cadets E.
George Lipow, 2nd, of this city, and Hector Torres, of Ponce, Puerto Rico, visited Washington on a short leave. They were taken
on a tour of the Capitol by young Lipow’s uncle, Russell J. Pillion, on the staff of Wisconsin Sen. Alexander Wiley.

Pillion took them on the monorail subway train, and as a climactic treat, escorted them to the office of the Vice President.
They were received in a very regimental manner by Mr. Nixon, who invited them to pose with him. The news picture was
published widely in the nation’s press. Unfortunately a copy fell into the hands of the manager of the movie theatre in Staunton that
the cadets favor with most of their patronage. Up to then, young Lipow and Torres had been getting into the movies for cents, on
the theory that they were under 12. But now they are being required to pay because the picture caption identified Lipow as 12, and
Torres as 13.

George Lipow, Vice President Richard Nixon,
and Hector Torres, SMA ’62 in 1958.
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Colonel Albert Ray Brownfield, SMA ‘64

Colonel Albert Ray
Brownfield III, U.S. Army
Retired, died
peacefully at his
home in the
Shenandoah Valley
on February 18,
2014 after an almost
three year battle with
pancreatic cancer.
He was 67. 

Son of Brigadier
General Albert Ray Brownfield Jr. and Virginia Edgerly

Goodwin, Ray was born in Washington D.C. and lived
the early life of an Army brat with siblings Barbara, Bill
and Betsy at a variety of posts on the east coast and
Alaska. 

Ray dreamed of becoming a soldier from a very
early age, graduating first from the Staunton
Military Academy in 1964 and then matriculated
to The Citadel in Charleston, South Carolina
where he was a 1968 Distinguished Military
Graduate. It was there that he met, and soon after,
married his ‘Dearest Marcia’ Torovsky of
Annapolis, MD and set out on a 45 year adventure
together of service first to the Army and then their
adopted community near New Market, in the

Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.
Continued on page 22

Cadet Brownfield in 1964.

letters and email
SMA Alumni Association February 12, 2014
Dear Arlene Nicely

Thank you so much for the information you sent me.  Golly, if I had known such an
organization existed, I would have joined years ago.  Enclosed is a check for my dues.  Considering
my age, guess I will go year to year. I am printing this because my writing is so bad.  You could not
read it.

If I can rearrange some medical appointments, I will try and make it to the reunion
(registration form to follow). But I don’t want to be the only one holding a class of ’49
banner – that would be devastating.

Here is what little information I have in helping you locate class of ’49 members...
- Visited Bill Campbell several years ago in Port Charlotte, Florida.
- Visited Harvey “Ken” Heimbach several years ago in Leesburg, Florida.

Clayton Armitage, SMA ‘49

Hi Burdette, February 24, 2014

You can send a message to Clayton Armitage, my former roommate, that he won’t be the only
classmate of ’49 who’ll be at this year’s reunion.  I hope another classmate, John H. (Jack) Lowe
will be there too.

Winfield Scott Bauman, SMA ‘49

To: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org Date: Mon, 24 Mar 2014
Subject: Harry E. Marson, Staunton Military Academy, Class of ’50

Sadly, I am contacting you to inform you of the death of my father, Harry E. Marson, Staunton Military Academy, Class of ’50.
The codes of discipline and integrity that my Dad developed at SMA were assets that he lived up to, throughout his lifetime.

 He shared many stories about his time at Staunton.  I have a number of snapshots from his time at Staunton (in addition to the
two I have attached) if you know of anyone who would enjoy seeing them, I would be happy to Email them out to you.
After graduating from Staunton Military Academy, Harry graduated from Albion College, in Michigan. Harry went on to
serve in the US Army, in Korea, in 1959.

Harry worked at IBM, in New York, after college.  He married Mary Frances McMahon, and they had five children.  After
the death of Mary Fran, in 1987, Harry married Alicia Celeste, a
West Point Class of ’56 widow. Harry’s Staunton Military Academy
background was an asset in his later years, as they enjoyed a renewed
relationship with her late husband’s West Point classmates at many
events, during Harry’s retirement years.  

For a few years Harry and Alicia lived in Florida.  With Harry in
declining health, they returned to New England to be closer to his
five children, and ten grandchildren.

I know his years at Staunton were a positive influence in his life,
and wanted to let you know of his passing.

Sincerely,
Jean-Marie (Marson) James

Cadet Armitage in 1949.

 Cadet Bauman in 1949.

Cadet Marson in the 1950 Schrapnel.

The other skill set that came into use was that while you were at SMA, you interfaced with Military personnel on a daily basis. We
had constant contact with every rank from Staff Sergeants to Lieutenant Colonels. So talking to personnel of any rank was an ordinary
occurrence to me. I knew how to talk to them correctly with the proper amount of respect, but I also knew they were not deities to be
feared.

This SMA training indirectly helped me one night when I was acting a Battalion CQ Runner. For those of you that never went into
the armed forces, this position equated to being on guard duty at SMA. You spent half a night in the battalion headquarters waiting in case
the Battalion CQ needed to get a message to anyone. If he did, you carried the message to the Company CQ and that person would get
the message to the right individual.

The Battalion CQ that night was one of my platoon’s ADIs. He went out to check the Battalion area (or so he said) and told me to
stay there to answer the phone. (I think he went out to get a beer.) I sat at the desk and read a paperback, expecting nothing to happen.
I had at my side a baseball bat to defend the office from all attackers.

Sometime after the ADI left, a man in civilian clothes came in and asked where the CQ was. I informed him that he was out
checking the area and would be back soon. He just shrugged his shoulders and walked into one of the offices. That just did not sit right
with me. I picked up my bat and walked to the door of the office. The man was rifling through the inbox on the desk. He looked up as
I stood in the doorway.

“Excuse me sir,” I said. “But before you go rummaging thru the desk, could I please see some identification?”
The man stopped going through the inbox and pulled out his wallet. He produced a green Army ID identifying him as a Major in the

Army. I looked at it for a moment.
“Thank you, sir,” I said. “Now could you please let me know why you feel you can rifle through this desk?”
He led me out of the office to the duty board. He pointed out his name as being the Battalion XO. I thanked him and asked him if

I could return to my seat. He dismissed me and went back into his office. He left several minutes later.
Several hours later, the next runner relieved me and I went back to the barracks. I put the incident into the back of my mind and

thought nothing more of it. That is, until I was called to the Company Commanders office the next afternoon with my Drill Instructor. The
Company Commander asked me about the incident the night before. I never looked at the DI standing next to me, but I could just imagine
a fury building inside him that he would be held responsible for my actions. When I finished, the company Commander said that matched
what the Battalion OX had told him. What he said next surprised me and I am sure surprised my DI.

“That was excellent soldiering son, excellent soldiering.” He then addressed the DI. “Sergeant Wright, you have done a great job
with this troop. Make sure that he is properly rewarded.”

When we walked outside, the DI only said, “Return to your duty.” However, my name was never called again for trash detail, KP,
or Fire Watch the rest of the time at Fort Jackson.

On the last day at Basic Training, as I was heading to the bus that would take me to Fort Gordon, GA, for Advanced Training, I
stopped by the huge Drill Instructor’s office and showed him a picture of me with me hair down my back. He just looked at it and smiled.

Then he burst out laughing. “That was you? I never would have guessed.”
He got up, shook me hand, and wished me well.

life as a cadetlife as a cadetlife as a cadetlife as a cadetlife as a cadet

Continued on page 9
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Continued on page 10

To: SMA Alumni April 2, 2014

I hope you all had a safe trip home .  I wanted to send you a very heartfelt thank you for the support I always receive
during the reunions.  It is always great to see each and every one who return each year and for those who came for the first time,
I hope to see you again next year.

 Please mark your calendar for the dates have already been set for the 2015 reunion.  It will be held the weekend
of April 4/17/2015 to 4/19/2015.  It is such a relief that we were able to plan the reunion for April in hopes that Mother Nature
will smile on us...this year she needed a vacation and I would have helped her pack!!!
 We will soon be blocking rooms again at SJH so please reserve you one in the near future as they tend to fill up
early…especially with the reunion being planned in April instead of March. 
 Thank you all for coming “home”.  I hope you will always think of the museum and the “hill” as your home where you are
always welcome.  Hope to see you all next year… the door is always open to you and the welcome mat is always out!!
 
Take care all until we meet again!! 
Arlene Nicely

From: barry@barrylongyear.com April 6, 2014
Subj: Next SMA Reunion April 17-19 2015

Hi everybody,
            Next year will be the 55th reunion for the Class of 1960, and I hope to see
you all there, including those from other classes. As I went through my email list
for this letter, it was apparent that the list is getting shorter by the month. So, if you
can, make an effort to stay alive and healthy enough to make it to the next reunion.
If you’re not there, you will be missed.

Brocky Nicely made up a “D” company guidon for Soldier Heights Military
Academy in recognition of my Rope Paper Scissors mystery yarn set in a place
that looks and feels a lot like SMA. Very tickled by that.

            I ordered a brick for Duke Myers “From the Corps.” Doesn’t feel like
enough, but the only thing that would feel like enough would involve bringing him
back alive and healthy. Learned that Hector Torres (’62) died this past year. When
I was a squad leader he was in my squad. And that’s how I remember him. AFB
(Another ... Brick).
Keep in touch and healthy,
Barry

From: Steve Bond [sbond@trius.cc] April 07, 2014
Subject: RE: Next SMA Reunion April 17-19 2015

Barry, I am making you and all the others a promise that I will be there for your 55th, if you will be there for mine the
following year.
To all please change my email address to sbond@triuslendingpartners.com

Barry, I was on a cruise that my wife book before we had the dates for this year’s reunion… hence my absence.  But
while on the cruise, I read the trilogy and was totally transported back to the hill.  Thank you so very much for the time travel. 
Thought I may have recognized a few of the characters, but loved the weaving and interlacing plots.  You especially captured my
“kodachrome” memory of North Barracks, dances, and the rifle range. Oh, the rifle range!
Thank you, thank you, thank you,
Steve

Barry Longyear, SMA ’61, holds the
Soldier Heights “D” company guidon.

life as a cadetlife as a cadetlife as a cadetlife as a cadetlife as a cadet
by Greg Robertson – SMA ‘70

Normally in this column, I write about events that happened
in my life that relate directly to my time at SMA or the people
that attended SMA with me. This time, I want to digress a
little and talk about how the education I received at SMA
helped me through parts of Basic Training for the Army. The
education I am talking about is not the formal classroom
education in English, Math, or Physics. Nor is it the moral and
ethical education that we received that is best summed up in
the school motto of “Truth, Duty, Honor.” Nor is the physical
training that we received in sports or during company PE.
The education I credit with helping me through Basic Training
was close order drill and learning to be around Army NCOs
and Officers on a daily basis. These two skill sets were ones
that I never thought would come into use after SMA. However,
they raised their ugly heads during the beginning of my two
years in the Army.

The draft caught up with me on May 17, 1972 and I
found myself in the US Army. I had dropped out of college
back in January of 1971 and my draft number was 15. Vietnam
weighted heavily in the back of my mind along with everyone
else’s, but the worry was becoming less and less every day
due to the draw-down of troops that was happening at the
time. The train ride to Fort Jackson was familiar. It was the
same one that used to take me and my family to visit our
relations in rural South Carolina, when I was a small child.
The mood on the train was interesting and split down the
enlisted/drafted lines. You can guess who was excited and
who was subdued.

We got off the train late at night in Columbia and boarded
Army buses. The buses made a stop at the airport and picked
up more men bound for Basic Training. I remember noticing
two things about my fellow soon to be soldiers. Many of them
had suitcases and hanging bags full of clothes whereas I had
brought only a hairbrush, toothbrush & paste, soap, a razor,
stick deodorant, two pairs of underwear, two pairs of socks,
and two extra t-shirts. These were all nicely contained in a
large paper bag. I figured that the Army would issue me
everything I needed when I got to training.

The other thing I noticed about many of the men was that
while most had their haircut above the collar, many had tan
lines on their lower necks. I quickly surmised that they had
gotten haircuts shortly before reporting to the induction station.
I, on the other hand, had hair that reached down to the middle
of my back. I normally wore it in a multiband ponytail so no
neck tan line existed on me. The only change to my appearance
I had done prior to induction was cutting off my bread to allow
my face to get used to shaving again.

We arrived at the Induction Station at Fort Jackson and
began processing. Nobody said anything about my ponytail
until I was in the Induction Barracks for that first night in the
Army.

The barracks was the normal open bay setup with single
beds along the walls and vertical lockers in the center. I picked
out a bed, laid down on it to relax after a long day, and glanced
around. The other men were unpacking and putting their

clothes into the vertical locker across from their bunks. I decided
to unpack my paper bag and store my meager possessions on
the press-like shelves of the locker. I folded my t-shirts, socks,
and underwear, lined up my toiletries, and stowed my paper
bag. As I was checking the results of my handiwork, I felt a
presence to my right but continued to neaten my socks.

A deep voice said from my right, “How long you been
growing that ponytail?”

I turned towards the voice and stared into the chest of one
of the largest men I have ever met in my live. I lifted my eyes to
the face bearing down on me. A Drill Sergeant’s hat topped the
massive head.

“About two years Drill Sergeant,” I said.
A smirk came across his face. “You know you’re going to

lose it tomorrow, don’t you?”
“Yes, Drill Sergeant. I do.”
“What do you think about that?”
“Well, Drill Sergeant, in about two years I’m going to start

growing it again.”
The Drill Sergeant straightened up and softened his stance.

“That’s a damn good answer troop, damn good.”
He turned and walked away. As he left, I looked down the

aisle at everyone else just standing there still and silent. I can
only guess that they were all happy that they had cut their hair
before arriving so as not to draw attention to themselves. The
next day the army barbers removed my hair until it resembled
how I used to wear it at SMA.

When we got back to the barracks, the huge Drill Sergeant
addressed the formation. “You’ve just gotten your first Army
haircut. You’ll maintain this level of grooming for the rest of the
time you’re in my platoon.” He paused and looked around.
“Where’s that guy with the ponytail? I bet he feels a lot better.”

I have done a few smart things in my life and many dumb
things. At that moment, I did one of the smart things. I did not
raise my hand. I realized that he could not recognize me. The
Drill Sergeant continued to scan the formation, his smirk visible
to all. After about a minute he said, “I guess that guy’s smarter
than I thought.”

We transferred to the training area a few days after that
and began our training in earnest. Here the marching at SMA
came into use in a very indirect way. One of the few things I
excelled at while attending SMA was close order drill. I was on
the Howie Rifles for three years and as I said in my column
entitled ‘Rank’ (KG-0214), all a Battalion Commander did in
reality was march and look pretty while on Parade.

There is an old adage that if you did not do great in an
activity and did not do horrible, you would not draw attention to
yourself. I purposely put myself into the middle of the platoon
formation as squads formed to maintain my anonymity. I faked
trouble with several about faces during close order drill instruction
so that the Assistant Drill Instructor (ADI) corrected me. I did
them correctly after that and he walked away thinking he was a
great instructor while I melted into the middle of the platoon
again and marched proudly again.

Continued on page 21
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letters and email
From: Stuart Hall School Date: Wed, Apr 23, 2014
Subject: Martha Dabney Jones Memorial Service

Dear Stuart Hall Friends,

The memorial service for Martha Dabney Jones, former headmistress of Stuart Hall, has been rescheduled for Monday,
May 12, at 11 a.m. at Christ Episcopal Church in Charlottesville.

During Alumnae/i Weekend, we held a service of prayer and remembrance for Miss Jones and several former teachers
and reunion classmates. Miss Jones’s niece, Frances Giles, and her husband, Don, attended. They shared that they were so
appreciative of all the cards and letters they have received from the Stuart Hall community since Miss Jones’s death.

Thank you so much for your support of the family and of Stuart Hall.   

Most sincerely,

Margaret Wood

To: Kablegram-Leader May 2, 2014
Subject: VWIL/SMA MUSEUM SIGNAGE UPDATE
 During our recent Reunion Annual Meeting in March, it was briefly discussed that we investigate the placement of signage,
primarily at Interstate 81, to announce the availability of the VWIL/SMA Museum. Noticing on our recent visit that AMA had placed a
sign for their museum, and not wanting to be outdone, we are investigating this possibility. Several points of discussion arise:
 VWIL will need to be notified as to our intentions and consulted as to their interest/involvement.  It was mentioned by
people familiar with the AMA effort, that it cost AMA approximately $10,000 to place their sign.

I will therefore talk to the President of the AMA Alumni Board to discuss their efforts and methodology.
Were local, State or Federal bureaus involved?
We will need to raise funds to support this project if we choose to go forward.

I will make these intercessions on behalf of the Board of Directors and advise them of my findings.
If you have any suggestions or comments about experience or familiarity with this type of endeavor, those would be very

welcome. I look forward to pursuing this effort.
 
Thanks,

Tim Scheel, SMA ‘73 Email: scheel@zoominternet.net

By Harry Bruckno, SMA ‘62

I have been following very closely the story “ Life as a Cadet by Greg Robertson, SMA 70. That’s when I got the idea to do a story
about how I got to go to SMA as a PG.

To most people, “PG” means Post Graduate, but in my case, it meant Parental Guidance. My father told me that I would be
attending SMA, and my father was not the type of person open to a discussion after he made your mind up for you. I had already spent
five years of my teenage life going to public high school along with 3 years of summer school. The night I graduated from public high
school was in January of 1961 in Philadelphia, Pa. It had snowed 21 inches that day, and graduation was not cancelled.  They never
cancelled school in those days.  Everybody walked to school, and if you got lost in the snow, they figured they would find the body when
it warmed up. All that my father said to me that night was “son, I told you it would be a cold day in hell when you graduated”.

At that time, he also informed me that he and I would be taking a trip to Staunton, Virginia in the first week of February. I asked him
for a reason and was told “don’t worry about it… you probably will be going to school there next year”.  That didn’t make any sense to
me.  I just got out of school.  Why would I want to go back?

The only thing I knew about Virginia was that some kind of war was fought down there, and they lost, and that some guy named Lee
had surrendered to Grant some place around there. No big deal, Right?

Now, while I was in public high school, I played sports, mostly football.  Some colleges had talked to me, but my SAT scores were
nowhere near high enough to get into them, even with all the education I already had.  After all, out of a class of 215 people, I was ranked
205th.  I later found out that those 10 below me were special Ed., and one of them had received a full scholarship to the University of
Miami to play football.

There was a guy who had visited my Philadelphia high school.  He came from a school in Virginia, and he had asked me what I was
going to do after high school.  I told him I really didn’t know, and he asked if I wanted to go to college, “Sure”, I told him, but my parents
didn’t have the money to pay for college.  I didn’t pay much mind to him, but he told me he would like to speak with my Father.  I found
out later he was the reason we were taking the trip to Staunton.

I had taken up boxing in the PAL after school and my trainer thought I was good enough to maybe try out for the golden gloves.
Also, I had played and started on a championship football team that had won the City of Philadelphia High School Title and played on the
same Field as the Philadelphia Eagles. That was a big deal in those days.  I had been at that field two weeks before to watch the Eagles
win the World Championship against the Green Bay Packers. OK, back to SMA.  The first week in February arrived, and my
dad and I took a trip to Staunton.  Ten hours later, we get there, and had to cross something called the Mason and Dixon line to get there.
No wonder it took so long!  I had to look for the line,  It was a blue and gray line painted on the highway, and in the dark, you’d miss the
darn thing. After finally crossing that Blue and Gray line, we reached the filling station check-points. {That’s the place where you get gas
for your car, and the guy filling the tank tells you that you have Yankee tags on your car.} I think they called the police to let the school
know we were on our way.  We stayed at a place called the Ingleside Inn, just outside of Staunton.  It was dark when we arrived, and
all you could hear were cows.  I thought we might be staying in a pasture that night. The Ingleside looked like a place out of the movie
“Gone with the Wind”.  I excepted Brett Butler to walk down the steps any minute and yell “the Yankees are coming”.  I also noticed
that everyone had an accent that was a little different that my Philly accent, but I thought I would be able to handle the new language.
After all, I had taken Spanish in high school and hung out on the street corners with the Italian guys In Philly.

When we woke up the next morning we had Breakfast at the hotel and then drove over to SMA. We were taken to meet the
Headmaster, who met with my father, while I was taken on a tour by one of the cadets. As we walked around, I think I remember
making the remark that SMA looked a lot like Holmesburg Prison… the only thing missing were the guard towers.  This cadet had some
Strips on his shirt, and he kept saluting everybody that walked passed us.  I asked if I had to do that, and he told me “No”, because I was
not a cadet.  I asked if I were to go to the school, would I have to do that?  He said that all officers had to be saluted.  I asked “how do
you tell the difference”.  He said I would learn.  I remember wondering how long that class was, and if I would have to go to summer
school for that one too.

I did notice in one of the buildings we went into had a lot of Boxing Trophies. That kind of peaked my interest… maybe they had a
boxing team.  I wanted to know more about it, like where was the gym, the equipment room, and who did the training.  The cadet said
he didn’t know anything about the boxing team.  I still didn’t have any idea why my dad and I were here; the only thing I could figure was
that my dad thought it would keep me out of trouble in Philly.  I told the cadet that I had already graduated from high school, and that’s
when he said I would probably be a PG, if I went to SMA. “PG is a Post Graduate”, he said.  I asked if a PG had to do the saluting stuff
and wear the uniforms and go to classes like the other Cadets. He said “That as far as he knew, I would”.  That really gave me a warm
and fuzzy feeling. He showed me South Barracks.  Now that place REALLY looked like Holmesburg Prison.  They even had a Guard
Tower.  I was told that the most of the PGs lived in South.  So far, I really did not see any reason to be at this place as a PG.  In my mind
was the beach in Wildwood, New Jersey… much better than South Barracks, from my point of view.

I thought it was something my Dad and I could discuss on the ten hour ride back home.  (Note.  If you get a chance, check out the
Shrapnel from the Class of ‘62 to see how that worked out  for me.) I’m the one with the rope on his left shoulder. We went to the
Athletic Director’s office and met Colonel Pandak.  He asked how I liked the school, and I Lied {had not yet signed the honor code]. 
On the ride home, my dad let me know that I was going to that school in the fall.  I thought great, it gave me enough time to save some
money and move to another location. Guess again!  Dad had already found me a job. The money I made would help pay for the school
and my uniforms.  Wow, I thought.  That’s great… not only do I NOT want to go to this place, I’m going to work and help pay for it.

Looking back now, I realize it was a pretty good deal.

life as a cadet life as a cadet life as a cadet life as a cadet life as a cadet the PG storythe PG storythe PG storythe PG storythe PG story

reunion 2014
As a part of the festivities Saturday night, the 2014 Reunion Raffle winners were drawn from a large bin. Of the 300

tickets available, we were able to sell 153, thus raising $15,300 to be split between the lucky winners and the SMA Legacy
Fund.  To our delight, the grand prize winner was present to accept his reward!  Tom Wilkinson, SMA ’64, received a BIG
check in the amount of $5,100.00, a really good return for a $100 ticket.  Congratulations, Tom!

  
COMPLETE LIST OF WINNERS

Tom Wilkinson, $5,100
Bob Parrino, $750

Robert Brittingham, $750
Ed Smith, $150
Eli White, $150

Jason Magyar, $150
John Antonelli, $112.50
John Antonelli, $112.50
Robert Poovey, $112.50

Maryell Charles, $112.50
Al Rossey and his daughter, Amanda, prepare to spin the bin.
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reunion 2014
REUNION ATTENDEES

Over 100 VWIL alumnae and SMA alumni returned to Staunton for the 2014 SMA/VWIL Combined All-Class Reunion.
The SMA alumni are listed below in order of their graduation followed by faculty, staff, and VIPs. Guests are listed on the right.

NAME YEAR GUEST STATE
WILTSHIRE, ERIC A. 44 MARCIA WILTSHIRE MI
SEBRELL, RALPH L. 45 ANN WILLIS SEBRELL VA
SPEAKER, EDWIN E. “TED” 45 DONNA SPEAKER SC
ALLEN, FRANK H., JR. 47 NONE PA
JONES, ALLEN 48 CHERYL JONES MD
ARMITAGE,CLAYTON 49 NONE MI
BAUMAN, WINFIELD SCOTT 49 NONE AZ
FISHER, BRUCE K. 49 JENNIE FISHER, SALLY HAYS, NANCI ROBINSON FL
LEEMAN, ADAM W. “BILL” 50 JEANETTE LEEMAN VA
MONSERRATE, NORBET (MONK) 50 NONE FL
REYNOLDS, JOHN S. 50 SHEILA REYNOLDS SC
STARK, PAT J. 50 CATHERINE M. STARK NY
PAINTER, ALLAN B. 58 VICKIE AUDIA VA
PAINTER, SIMON M. JR. 58 VICKIE J. PAINTER VA
KOONCE, WILLIAM J. 59 DR. MARIA H. KOONCE FL
MCGAVOCK, ALBERT K. 59 NONE MS
MORSE, EDWARD H. 59 NONE MD
BEARD, EDWARD “ED” L. 60 BARBARA “BOBBIE” BEARD VA
COLE, CHARLES 60 NONE VA
LONGYEAR, BARRY B. 60 REGINA B. LONGYEAR ME
STEELE, LAWRENCE B., III 61 NANCY L. STEELE, HOLLEY WATTS DE
DAVIS, THOMAS A. 62 CONNIE DAVIS VA
HERTZBERG, LAWRENCE J. 62 NONE NC
HOLMES, BURDETTE W. 62 NONE MN
BARTLETT, PETER B. 63 NONE VA
HENDERSON, RICHARD A. 63 CAROL HENDERSON VA
NOLDE, JOHN A. 63 NONE VA
WENDELL, JOHN A. 63 REGINA M. VACCARO, M.D. NY
CAUTHEN, ROBERT S. 64 PG CAROL VILLANI NC
DUNIGAN, GEORGE F. 64 NONE OH
HUDSON, GREG 64 NONE VA
HYSONG, JAMES “JIM” B. 64 NONE NC
JENNINGS, GEORGE 64 NONE TN
KERR, PATRICK W. (PAT) 64 BARBARA KERR TX
LESCALLETT, KENNETH L. 64 VIRGINIA LESCALLETT MD
MACK, WILLIAM “BILL” K. 64 NONE MI
WILKINSON, THOMAS A. 64 LINDA WILKINSON PA
NICELY, BROCKY A. 65 ARLENE C. NICELY VA
MIHALEK, CONRAD (BUD) 66 NONE OH
NORTON, ROB 67 NONE IA
PARKER, BOB M. 67 NONE VA
PFISTER, CHIP 67 NONE GA
DALBO, JACK 68 CHRISTINA DALBO PA
LANGLEY, KIM G. 69 NONE VA
DIGIACOMO, ROBERT J. 69 PATRICIA B. DIGIACOMO PA
FARBER, PHILIP M. 69 NONE PA
NEDRY, JAY 69 NONE VA
POMEROY, DAVID R. 69 KAREN BRANDT POMEROY VA
TINKER, DAVID H. 69 PATTY TINKER NC
VAUGHAN, JOHN W. III 69 CAROLINE M. VAUGHAN VA

SMA/VWIL 2014 Reunion Weekend Awards

Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor

The Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship is
sponsored by Mrs. Donald Windley, widow of Don Windley,
a 1970 graduate of Staunton Military Academy. It has been
established to honor her husband and the SMA principles of
Truth, Duty, and Honor.
Requirements:  Awarded to a rising senior whose record
exemplifies the motto Truth, Duty, Honor.
Presented by:  Brocky Nicely
VWIL Recipient:  Amanda Fadden

Barry Longyear Scholarship

Requirements: Awarded to a Cadet that has made the most
improvement in her leadership development within the Corps of
Cadets.
$2,500 scholarship and certificate
Presented by:  Barry Longyear
VWIL Recipient:  Alana Rister

Kable Legion of Honor

This order was established, and so named, in honor of the
founder of the Staunton Military Academy, Captain William
Hartman Kable.  It represented the highest honor bestowed by
the Staunton Military Academy upon a graduating cadet and
now is the highest honor bestowed by the Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership at Mary Baldwin College.
Requirements: Awarded to the cadet whose record is most
conspicuous for leadership, good conduct, academic excellence,
integrity of character, poise and bearing, unselfishness, and
continuous loyalty to the highest standards of duty and exemplary
cadet life.
Presented by:  Allen Jones
VWIL Recipient:  Emily Sikorski

Cadet Fadden receives the Donald Reid Windley
Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship.

Cadet Rister receives the Barry Longyear Scholarship.

Cadet Sikorski receives the Kable Legion of Honor
from Alan Jones, the award’s recipient in 1948.
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NAME YEAR GUEST STATE
WALSH, SAMUEL 69 MARSHA WALSH ME
DANIELS, JOHN S. 70 NONE MO
KIRCHER, WALTER W. 70 CHERYL KIRCHER SC
ROBERTSON, GREGORY P. 70 NONE NM
HEYARD, PAUL F. 72  NONE MI
MEISE, JOHN J. SR. 72 DEBBIE L. MEISE VA
SPEAKER, GREGORY C. “GREG” 72 NONE SC
BIRCKHEAD, PETER 73 NONE TX
HUGUENIN, SID 73 NONE MD
SCHEEL, TIM 73 NONE OH
SHIPULA, DAVID A. 73 NONE PA
BISSETT, GEORGE 74 NONE OH
BISSETT, WILLIAM K. 74 NONE SC
EHMANN, EUGENE K. 74 NONE NC
LAKE, JULIAN S. 74 NONE KS
LEIGH, ED P. 74 ANGELA LEIGH GA
PHILLIPS, TOM 74 NONE VA
ROSSY, AL 74 NONE NJ
SHIPULA, ANTHONY J. “TONY” 74 NONE PA
PARRINO, ROBERT 75 EMILY PARRINO TX
SMITH, EDMUND A. 76 BETSY SMITH GA
BISSELL, BRIG. GEN. MIKE VWIL JAN BISSELL VA
VAMES, MAJOR THOMAS P. FAC. TESSIE VAMES VA
WEASE, COL. ROBERT H. FAC. MARY ALICE WEASE VA
CRAWFORD, CLAUDE “CHICK” FAC/57 WANDA HURLEY VA
COLLINS, RAWLEY STAFF NONE VA
YATES, SUSAN L. SH ‘73 NONE GA
CONDON, CARTER D. NONE NV
HANSON, TRACI L. NONE MD
JEBSON, SALLY HOWIE NONE VA
KABLE, PAGE “LOLO” KABLE B. RIZZO, SUSIE FINLAY VA
PRICE, KRISTINA HANSON NONE MD
DJURIC, BRIG. GEN. TERRY VWIL NONE VA
FOX, DR. PAMELA VWIL DAN LAYMAN VA
PATRICK, COL. MELISSA VWIL NONE VA

After all these years, we’re back on the hill again.

Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship

Requirements: Rising junior who will commission in the military
who demonstrates excellence in academics. and leadership in
the VWIL Corps.
Two cadets will each receive a $2500 scholarship
Presented by:  Bill Bissett
VWIL Recipients:  Kaylyn Lonergan and Brenda Echak

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 1

Requirements: Rising senior who demonstrates outstanding
leadership ability.
$1,000 scholarship and certificate
Presented by:  Bill Bissett
VWIL Recipient:  Tatiana Western

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2

Requirements: Rising sophomore who demonstrates
outstanding leadership ability.
$1,000 Scholarship and certificate
Presented by:  Bill Bissett
VWIL Recipient:  Carolyn Gale

Craig Hanson Memorial Scholarship

Requirements: Rising junior demonstrating high academics and
respect of peers.
Awarded a $2,500 scholarship
Presented by:  Kristina Hanson Price & Traci L. Hanson
VWIL Recipient:  Katherine Narvaez

Cadets Lonergan and Echak receive the Henry
SMA Legacy Scholarship.

Cadet Western receives the SMA Leadership Award 1.

Cadet Gale receives the SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2.

Cadet Narvaez receives the
Craig Hanson Memorial Scholarship.
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Howie Rifles perform indoors.

Peter Birckhead ’73, Tim Sheel ’73, and Eugene Ehmann ’74.

Jasmine Brooks, Mikayla Waters-Crittenton,
and Nhi Ghi Nguyen receive the

Military  Officers of America ROTC Medal from Don Hess.

            Winfield Bauman ’49 and Tom Davis ’62.

John Nolde ’63, General Djuric, and George Dunigan ’64. Barry and Regina Longyear receive a plaque in
appreciation of their efforts for SMA.

Eric and Marcia Wiltshire ’44. General Teresa Djuric and Tom Phillips ’74.

Bill Bissett and Tom Phillips relax a bit.

SMA/VWIL 2014 Reunion Weekend Awards

Cadet Carolyn Denny receives the Henry Scholarship.

Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA

Requirements: Rising senior who demonstrates excellence in
academics and leadership in the VWIL Corps.
Awarded a $2,500 scholarship
Presented by:  Bill Bissett
VWIL Recipient:  Carolyn Denny

Larry Hertzberg ‘62, Bill Mack ‘64, and John Nolde ‘63.
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Association President Bill Bissett receives a plaque
in appreciation of his efforts for the Legacy Fund.

Catherine and Pat Stark ’50 at the registration desk.

VWIL First Captain Sikorski and her staff.

 The SMA “old boys” receive a Pass-In-Review.

Richard and Carol Henderson at the banquet. Bill Mack ’64 and Jim Hysong ’64 renew old friendship.

The Post War Classes (L-R): Bruce Fisher ’49, Pat Stark ’50, Frank Allen ’47, A. William Leeman ’50,
 Norbet Monserrate ‘50, John Reynolds ’50, and Winfield Bauman ’49.

Class of ’64: George Dunigan, George Jennings,
and Robert Cauthen.

               Robert and Emily Parrino, ’75.

VWIL Alumnae prepare for the review.

 We had to go to Marino’s!
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leadership ability.
$1,000 scholarship and certificate
Presented by:  Bill Bissett
VWIL Recipient:  Tatiana Western

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2

Requirements: Rising sophomore who demonstrates
outstanding leadership ability.
$1,000 Scholarship and certificate
Presented by:  Bill Bissett
VWIL Recipient:  Carolyn Gale

Craig Hanson Memorial Scholarship

Requirements: Rising junior demonstrating high academics and
respect of peers.
Awarded a $2,500 scholarship
Presented by:  Kristina Hanson Price & Traci L. Hanson
VWIL Recipient:  Katherine Narvaez

Cadets Lonergan and Echak receive the Henry
SMA Legacy Scholarship.

Cadet Western receives the SMA Leadership Award 1.

Cadet Gale receives the SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2.

Cadet Narvaez receives the
Craig Hanson Memorial Scholarship.
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reunion 2014
REUNION ATTENDEES

Over 100 VWIL alumnae and SMA alumni returned to Staunton for the 2014 SMA/VWIL Combined All-Class Reunion.
The SMA alumni are listed below in order of their graduation followed by faculty, staff, and VIPs. Guests are listed on the right.

NAME YEAR GUEST STATE
WILTSHIRE, ERIC A. 44 MARCIA WILTSHIRE MI
SEBRELL, RALPH L. 45 ANN WILLIS SEBRELL VA
SPEAKER, EDWIN E. “TED” 45 DONNA SPEAKER SC
ALLEN, FRANK H., JR. 47 NONE PA
JONES, ALLEN 48 CHERYL JONES MD
ARMITAGE,CLAYTON 49 NONE MI
BAUMAN, WINFIELD SCOTT 49 NONE AZ
FISHER, BRUCE K. 49 JENNIE FISHER, SALLY HAYS, NANCI ROBINSON FL
LEEMAN, ADAM W. “BILL” 50 JEANETTE LEEMAN VA
MONSERRATE, NORBET (MONK) 50 NONE FL
REYNOLDS, JOHN S. 50 SHEILA REYNOLDS SC
STARK, PAT J. 50 CATHERINE M. STARK NY
PAINTER, ALLAN B. 58 VICKIE AUDIA VA
PAINTER, SIMON M. JR. 58 VICKIE J. PAINTER VA
KOONCE, WILLIAM J. 59 DR. MARIA H. KOONCE FL
MCGAVOCK, ALBERT K. 59 NONE MS
MORSE, EDWARD H. 59 NONE MD
BEARD, EDWARD “ED” L. 60 BARBARA “BOBBIE” BEARD VA
COLE, CHARLES 60 NONE VA
LONGYEAR, BARRY B. 60 REGINA B. LONGYEAR ME
STEELE, LAWRENCE B., III 61 NANCY L. STEELE, HOLLEY WATTS DE
DAVIS, THOMAS A. 62 CONNIE DAVIS VA
HERTZBERG, LAWRENCE J. 62 NONE NC
HOLMES, BURDETTE W. 62 NONE MN
BARTLETT, PETER B. 63 NONE VA
HENDERSON, RICHARD A. 63 CAROL HENDERSON VA
NOLDE, JOHN A. 63 NONE VA
WENDELL, JOHN A. 63 REGINA M. VACCARO, M.D. NY
CAUTHEN, ROBERT S. 64 PG CAROL VILLANI NC
DUNIGAN, GEORGE F. 64 NONE OH
HUDSON, GREG 64 NONE VA
HYSONG, JAMES “JIM” B. 64 NONE NC
JENNINGS, GEORGE 64 NONE TN
KERR, PATRICK W. (PAT) 64 BARBARA KERR TX
LESCALLETT, KENNETH L. 64 VIRGINIA LESCALLETT MD
MACK, WILLIAM “BILL” K. 64 NONE MI
WILKINSON, THOMAS A. 64 LINDA WILKINSON PA
NICELY, BROCKY A. 65 ARLENE C. NICELY VA
MIHALEK, CONRAD (BUD) 66 NONE OH
NORTON, ROB 67 NONE IA
PARKER, BOB M. 67 NONE VA
PFISTER, CHIP 67 NONE GA
DALBO, JACK 68 CHRISTINA DALBO PA
LANGLEY, KIM G. 69 NONE VA
DIGIACOMO, ROBERT J. 69 PATRICIA B. DIGIACOMO PA
FARBER, PHILIP M. 69 NONE PA
NEDRY, JAY 69 NONE VA
POMEROY, DAVID R. 69 KAREN BRANDT POMEROY VA
TINKER, DAVID H. 69 PATTY TINKER NC
VAUGHAN, JOHN W. III 69 CAROLINE M. VAUGHAN VA

SMA/VWIL 2014 Reunion Weekend Awards

Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor

The Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship is
sponsored by Mrs. Donald Windley, widow of Don Windley,
a 1970 graduate of Staunton Military Academy. It has been
established to honor her husband and the SMA principles of
Truth, Duty, and Honor.
Requirements:  Awarded to a rising senior whose record
exemplifies the motto Truth, Duty, Honor.
Presented by:  Brocky Nicely
VWIL Recipient:  Amanda Fadden

Barry Longyear Scholarship

Requirements: Awarded to a Cadet that has made the most
improvement in her leadership development within the Corps of
Cadets.
$2,500 scholarship and certificate
Presented by:  Barry Longyear
VWIL Recipient:  Alana Rister

Kable Legion of Honor

This order was established, and so named, in honor of the
founder of the Staunton Military Academy, Captain William
Hartman Kable.  It represented the highest honor bestowed by
the Staunton Military Academy upon a graduating cadet and
now is the highest honor bestowed by the Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership at Mary Baldwin College.
Requirements: Awarded to the cadet whose record is most
conspicuous for leadership, good conduct, academic excellence,
integrity of character, poise and bearing, unselfishness, and
continuous loyalty to the highest standards of duty and exemplary
cadet life.
Presented by:  Allen Jones
VWIL Recipient:  Emily Sikorski

Cadet Fadden receives the Donald Reid Windley
Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship.

Cadet Rister receives the Barry Longyear Scholarship.

Cadet Sikorski receives the Kable Legion of Honor
from Alan Jones, the award’s recipient in 1948.
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letters and email
From: Stuart Hall School Date: Wed, Apr 23, 2014
Subject: Martha Dabney Jones Memorial Service

Dear Stuart Hall Friends,

The memorial service for Martha Dabney Jones, former headmistress of Stuart Hall, has been rescheduled for Monday,
May 12, at 11 a.m. at Christ Episcopal Church in Charlottesville.

During Alumnae/i Weekend, we held a service of prayer and remembrance for Miss Jones and several former teachers
and reunion classmates. Miss Jones’s niece, Frances Giles, and her husband, Don, attended. They shared that they were so
appreciative of all the cards and letters they have received from the Stuart Hall community since Miss Jones’s death.

Thank you so much for your support of the family and of Stuart Hall.   

Most sincerely,

Margaret Wood

To: Kablegram-Leader May 2, 2014
Subject: VWIL/SMA MUSEUM SIGNAGE UPDATE
 During our recent Reunion Annual Meeting in March, it was briefly discussed that we investigate the placement of signage,
primarily at Interstate 81, to announce the availability of the VWIL/SMA Museum. Noticing on our recent visit that AMA had placed a
sign for their museum, and not wanting to be outdone, we are investigating this possibility. Several points of discussion arise:
 VWIL will need to be notified as to our intentions and consulted as to their interest/involvement.  It was mentioned by
people familiar with the AMA effort, that it cost AMA approximately $10,000 to place their sign.

I will therefore talk to the President of the AMA Alumni Board to discuss their efforts and methodology.
Were local, State or Federal bureaus involved?
We will need to raise funds to support this project if we choose to go forward.

I will make these intercessions on behalf of the Board of Directors and advise them of my findings.
If you have any suggestions or comments about experience or familiarity with this type of endeavor, those would be very

welcome. I look forward to pursuing this effort.
 
Thanks,

Tim Scheel, SMA ‘73 Email: scheel@zoominternet.net

By Harry Bruckno, SMA ‘62

I have been following very closely the story “ Life as a Cadet by Greg Robertson, SMA 70. That’s when I got the idea to do a story
about how I got to go to SMA as a PG.

To most people, “PG” means Post Graduate, but in my case, it meant Parental Guidance. My father told me that I would be
attending SMA, and my father was not the type of person open to a discussion after he made your mind up for you. I had already spent
five years of my teenage life going to public high school along with 3 years of summer school. The night I graduated from public high
school was in January of 1961 in Philadelphia, Pa. It had snowed 21 inches that day, and graduation was not cancelled.  They never
cancelled school in those days.  Everybody walked to school, and if you got lost in the snow, they figured they would find the body when
it warmed up. All that my father said to me that night was “son, I told you it would be a cold day in hell when you graduated”.

At that time, he also informed me that he and I would be taking a trip to Staunton, Virginia in the first week of February. I asked him
for a reason and was told “don’t worry about it… you probably will be going to school there next year”.  That didn’t make any sense to
me.  I just got out of school.  Why would I want to go back?

The only thing I knew about Virginia was that some kind of war was fought down there, and they lost, and that some guy named Lee
had surrendered to Grant some place around there. No big deal, Right?

Now, while I was in public high school, I played sports, mostly football.  Some colleges had talked to me, but my SAT scores were
nowhere near high enough to get into them, even with all the education I already had.  After all, out of a class of 215 people, I was ranked
205th.  I later found out that those 10 below me were special Ed., and one of them had received a full scholarship to the University of
Miami to play football.

There was a guy who had visited my Philadelphia high school.  He came from a school in Virginia, and he had asked me what I was
going to do after high school.  I told him I really didn’t know, and he asked if I wanted to go to college, “Sure”, I told him, but my parents
didn’t have the money to pay for college.  I didn’t pay much mind to him, but he told me he would like to speak with my Father.  I found
out later he was the reason we were taking the trip to Staunton.

I had taken up boxing in the PAL after school and my trainer thought I was good enough to maybe try out for the golden gloves.
Also, I had played and started on a championship football team that had won the City of Philadelphia High School Title and played on the
same Field as the Philadelphia Eagles. That was a big deal in those days.  I had been at that field two weeks before to watch the Eagles
win the World Championship against the Green Bay Packers. OK, back to SMA.  The first week in February arrived, and my
dad and I took a trip to Staunton.  Ten hours later, we get there, and had to cross something called the Mason and Dixon line to get there.
No wonder it took so long!  I had to look for the line,  It was a blue and gray line painted on the highway, and in the dark, you’d miss the
darn thing. After finally crossing that Blue and Gray line, we reached the filling station check-points. {That’s the place where you get gas
for your car, and the guy filling the tank tells you that you have Yankee tags on your car.} I think they called the police to let the school
know we were on our way.  We stayed at a place called the Ingleside Inn, just outside of Staunton.  It was dark when we arrived, and
all you could hear were cows.  I thought we might be staying in a pasture that night. The Ingleside looked like a place out of the movie
“Gone with the Wind”.  I excepted Brett Butler to walk down the steps any minute and yell “the Yankees are coming”.  I also noticed
that everyone had an accent that was a little different that my Philly accent, but I thought I would be able to handle the new language.
After all, I had taken Spanish in high school and hung out on the street corners with the Italian guys In Philly.

When we woke up the next morning we had Breakfast at the hotel and then drove over to SMA. We were taken to meet the
Headmaster, who met with my father, while I was taken on a tour by one of the cadets. As we walked around, I think I remember
making the remark that SMA looked a lot like Holmesburg Prison… the only thing missing were the guard towers.  This cadet had some
Strips on his shirt, and he kept saluting everybody that walked passed us.  I asked if I had to do that, and he told me “No”, because I was
not a cadet.  I asked if I were to go to the school, would I have to do that?  He said that all officers had to be saluted.  I asked “how do
you tell the difference”.  He said I would learn.  I remember wondering how long that class was, and if I would have to go to summer
school for that one too.

I did notice in one of the buildings we went into had a lot of Boxing Trophies. That kind of peaked my interest… maybe they had a
boxing team.  I wanted to know more about it, like where was the gym, the equipment room, and who did the training.  The cadet said
he didn’t know anything about the boxing team.  I still didn’t have any idea why my dad and I were here; the only thing I could figure was
that my dad thought it would keep me out of trouble in Philly.  I told the cadet that I had already graduated from high school, and that’s
when he said I would probably be a PG, if I went to SMA. “PG is a Post Graduate”, he said.  I asked if a PG had to do the saluting stuff
and wear the uniforms and go to classes like the other Cadets. He said “That as far as he knew, I would”.  That really gave me a warm
and fuzzy feeling. He showed me South Barracks.  Now that place REALLY looked like Holmesburg Prison.  They even had a Guard
Tower.  I was told that the most of the PGs lived in South.  So far, I really did not see any reason to be at this place as a PG.  In my mind
was the beach in Wildwood, New Jersey… much better than South Barracks, from my point of view.

I thought it was something my Dad and I could discuss on the ten hour ride back home.  (Note.  If you get a chance, check out the
Shrapnel from the Class of ‘62 to see how that worked out  for me.) I’m the one with the rope on his left shoulder. We went to the
Athletic Director’s office and met Colonel Pandak.  He asked how I liked the school, and I Lied {had not yet signed the honor code]. 
On the ride home, my dad let me know that I was going to that school in the fall.  I thought great, it gave me enough time to save some
money and move to another location. Guess again!  Dad had already found me a job. The money I made would help pay for the school
and my uniforms.  Wow, I thought.  That’s great… not only do I NOT want to go to this place, I’m going to work and help pay for it.

Looking back now, I realize it was a pretty good deal.

life as a cadet life as a cadet life as a cadet life as a cadet life as a cadet the PG storythe PG storythe PG storythe PG storythe PG story

reunion 2014
As a part of the festivities Saturday night, the 2014 Reunion Raffle winners were drawn from a large bin. Of the 300

tickets available, we were able to sell 153, thus raising $15,300 to be split between the lucky winners and the SMA Legacy
Fund.  To our delight, the grand prize winner was present to accept his reward!  Tom Wilkinson, SMA ’64, received a BIG
check in the amount of $5,100.00, a really good return for a $100 ticket.  Congratulations, Tom!

  
COMPLETE LIST OF WINNERS

Tom Wilkinson, $5,100
Bob Parrino, $750

Robert Brittingham, $750
Ed Smith, $150
Eli White, $150

Jason Magyar, $150
John Antonelli, $112.50
John Antonelli, $112.50
Robert Poovey, $112.50

Maryell Charles, $112.50
Al Rossey and his daughter, Amanda, prepare to spin the bin.
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letters and email

Continued on page 10

To: SMA Alumni April 2, 2014

I hope you all had a safe trip home .  I wanted to send you a very heartfelt thank you for the support I always receive
during the reunions.  It is always great to see each and every one who return each year and for those who came for the first time,
I hope to see you again next year.

 Please mark your calendar for the dates have already been set for the 2015 reunion.  It will be held the weekend
of April 4/17/2015 to 4/19/2015.  It is such a relief that we were able to plan the reunion for April in hopes that Mother Nature
will smile on us...this year she needed a vacation and I would have helped her pack!!!
 We will soon be blocking rooms again at SJH so please reserve you one in the near future as they tend to fill up
early…especially with the reunion being planned in April instead of March. 
 Thank you all for coming “home”.  I hope you will always think of the museum and the “hill” as your home where you are
always welcome.  Hope to see you all next year… the door is always open to you and the welcome mat is always out!!
 
Take care all until we meet again!! 
Arlene Nicely

From: barry@barrylongyear.com April 6, 2014
Subj: Next SMA Reunion April 17-19 2015

Hi everybody,
            Next year will be the 55th reunion for the Class of 1960, and I hope to see
you all there, including those from other classes. As I went through my email list
for this letter, it was apparent that the list is getting shorter by the month. So, if you
can, make an effort to stay alive and healthy enough to make it to the next reunion.
If you’re not there, you will be missed.

Brocky Nicely made up a “D” company guidon for Soldier Heights Military
Academy in recognition of my Rope Paper Scissors mystery yarn set in a place
that looks and feels a lot like SMA. Very tickled by that.

            I ordered a brick for Duke Myers “From the Corps.” Doesn’t feel like
enough, but the only thing that would feel like enough would involve bringing him
back alive and healthy. Learned that Hector Torres (’62) died this past year. When
I was a squad leader he was in my squad. And that’s how I remember him. AFB
(Another ... Brick).
Keep in touch and healthy,
Barry

From: Steve Bond [sbond@trius.cc] April 07, 2014
Subject: RE: Next SMA Reunion April 17-19 2015

Barry, I am making you and all the others a promise that I will be there for your 55th, if you will be there for mine the
following year.
To all please change my email address to sbond@triuslendingpartners.com

Barry, I was on a cruise that my wife book before we had the dates for this year’s reunion… hence my absence.  But
while on the cruise, I read the trilogy and was totally transported back to the hill.  Thank you so very much for the time travel. 
Thought I may have recognized a few of the characters, but loved the weaving and interlacing plots.  You especially captured my
“kodachrome” memory of North Barracks, dances, and the rifle range. Oh, the rifle range!
Thank you, thank you, thank you,
Steve

Barry Longyear, SMA ’61, holds the
Soldier Heights “D” company guidon.

life as a cadetlife as a cadetlife as a cadetlife as a cadetlife as a cadet
by Greg Robertson – SMA ‘70

Normally in this column, I write about events that happened
in my life that relate directly to my time at SMA or the people
that attended SMA with me. This time, I want to digress a
little and talk about how the education I received at SMA
helped me through parts of Basic Training for the Army. The
education I am talking about is not the formal classroom
education in English, Math, or Physics. Nor is it the moral and
ethical education that we received that is best summed up in
the school motto of “Truth, Duty, Honor.” Nor is the physical
training that we received in sports or during company PE.
The education I credit with helping me through Basic Training
was close order drill and learning to be around Army NCOs
and Officers on a daily basis. These two skill sets were ones
that I never thought would come into use after SMA. However,
they raised their ugly heads during the beginning of my two
years in the Army.

The draft caught up with me on May 17, 1972 and I
found myself in the US Army. I had dropped out of college
back in January of 1971 and my draft number was 15. Vietnam
weighted heavily in the back of my mind along with everyone
else’s, but the worry was becoming less and less every day
due to the draw-down of troops that was happening at the
time. The train ride to Fort Jackson was familiar. It was the
same one that used to take me and my family to visit our
relations in rural South Carolina, when I was a small child.
The mood on the train was interesting and split down the
enlisted/drafted lines. You can guess who was excited and
who was subdued.

We got off the train late at night in Columbia and boarded
Army buses. The buses made a stop at the airport and picked
up more men bound for Basic Training. I remember noticing
two things about my fellow soon to be soldiers. Many of them
had suitcases and hanging bags full of clothes whereas I had
brought only a hairbrush, toothbrush & paste, soap, a razor,
stick deodorant, two pairs of underwear, two pairs of socks,
and two extra t-shirts. These were all nicely contained in a
large paper bag. I figured that the Army would issue me
everything I needed when I got to training.

The other thing I noticed about many of the men was that
while most had their haircut above the collar, many had tan
lines on their lower necks. I quickly surmised that they had
gotten haircuts shortly before reporting to the induction station.
I, on the other hand, had hair that reached down to the middle
of my back. I normally wore it in a multiband ponytail so no
neck tan line existed on me. The only change to my appearance
I had done prior to induction was cutting off my bread to allow
my face to get used to shaving again.

We arrived at the Induction Station at Fort Jackson and
began processing. Nobody said anything about my ponytail
until I was in the Induction Barracks for that first night in the
Army.

The barracks was the normal open bay setup with single
beds along the walls and vertical lockers in the center. I picked
out a bed, laid down on it to relax after a long day, and glanced
around. The other men were unpacking and putting their

clothes into the vertical locker across from their bunks. I decided
to unpack my paper bag and store my meager possessions on
the press-like shelves of the locker. I folded my t-shirts, socks,
and underwear, lined up my toiletries, and stowed my paper
bag. As I was checking the results of my handiwork, I felt a
presence to my right but continued to neaten my socks.

A deep voice said from my right, “How long you been
growing that ponytail?”

I turned towards the voice and stared into the chest of one
of the largest men I have ever met in my live. I lifted my eyes to
the face bearing down on me. A Drill Sergeant’s hat topped the
massive head.

“About two years Drill Sergeant,” I said.
A smirk came across his face. “You know you’re going to

lose it tomorrow, don’t you?”
“Yes, Drill Sergeant. I do.”
“What do you think about that?”
“Well, Drill Sergeant, in about two years I’m going to start

growing it again.”
The Drill Sergeant straightened up and softened his stance.

“That’s a damn good answer troop, damn good.”
He turned and walked away. As he left, I looked down the

aisle at everyone else just standing there still and silent. I can
only guess that they were all happy that they had cut their hair
before arriving so as not to draw attention to themselves. The
next day the army barbers removed my hair until it resembled
how I used to wear it at SMA.

When we got back to the barracks, the huge Drill Sergeant
addressed the formation. “You’ve just gotten your first Army
haircut. You’ll maintain this level of grooming for the rest of the
time you’re in my platoon.” He paused and looked around.
“Where’s that guy with the ponytail? I bet he feels a lot better.”

I have done a few smart things in my life and many dumb
things. At that moment, I did one of the smart things. I did not
raise my hand. I realized that he could not recognize me. The
Drill Sergeant continued to scan the formation, his smirk visible
to all. After about a minute he said, “I guess that guy’s smarter
than I thought.”

We transferred to the training area a few days after that
and began our training in earnest. Here the marching at SMA
came into use in a very indirect way. One of the few things I
excelled at while attending SMA was close order drill. I was on
the Howie Rifles for three years and as I said in my column
entitled ‘Rank’ (KG-0214), all a Battalion Commander did in
reality was march and look pretty while on Parade.

There is an old adage that if you did not do great in an
activity and did not do horrible, you would not draw attention to
yourself. I purposely put myself into the middle of the platoon
formation as squads formed to maintain my anonymity. I faked
trouble with several about faces during close order drill instruction
so that the Assistant Drill Instructor (ADI) corrected me. I did
them correctly after that and he walked away thinking he was a
great instructor while I melted into the middle of the platoon
again and marched proudly again.

Continued on page 21
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taps
Colonel Albert Ray Brownfield, SMA ‘64

Colonel Albert Ray
Brownfield III, U.S. Army
Retired, died
peacefully at his
home in the
Shenandoah Valley
on February 18,
2014 after an almost
three year battle with
pancreatic cancer.
He was 67. 

Son of Brigadier
General Albert Ray Brownfield Jr. and Virginia Edgerly

Goodwin, Ray was born in Washington D.C. and lived
the early life of an Army brat with siblings Barbara, Bill
and Betsy at a variety of posts on the east coast and
Alaska. 

Ray dreamed of becoming a soldier from a very
early age, graduating first from the Staunton
Military Academy in 1964 and then matriculated
to The Citadel in Charleston, South Carolina
where he was a 1968 Distinguished Military
Graduate. It was there that he met, and soon after,
married his ‘Dearest Marcia’ Torovsky of
Annapolis, MD and set out on a 45 year adventure
together of service first to the Army and then their
adopted community near New Market, in the

Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.
Continued on page 22

Cadet Brownfield in 1964.

letters and email
SMA Alumni Association February 12, 2014
Dear Arlene Nicely

Thank you so much for the information you sent me.  Golly, if I had known such an
organization existed, I would have joined years ago.  Enclosed is a check for my dues.  Considering
my age, guess I will go year to year. I am printing this because my writing is so bad.  You could not
read it.

If I can rearrange some medical appointments, I will try and make it to the reunion
(registration form to follow). But I don’t want to be the only one holding a class of ’49
banner – that would be devastating.

Here is what little information I have in helping you locate class of ’49 members...
- Visited Bill Campbell several years ago in Port Charlotte, Florida.
- Visited Harvey “Ken” Heimbach several years ago in Leesburg, Florida.

Clayton Armitage, SMA ‘49

Hi Burdette, February 24, 2014

You can send a message to Clayton Armitage, my former roommate, that he won’t be the only
classmate of ’49 who’ll be at this year’s reunion.  I hope another classmate, John H. (Jack) Lowe
will be there too.

Winfield Scott Bauman, SMA ‘49

To: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org Date: Mon, 24 Mar 2014
Subject: Harry E. Marson, Staunton Military Academy, Class of ’50

Sadly, I am contacting you to inform you of the death of my father, Harry E. Marson, Staunton Military Academy, Class of ’50.
The codes of discipline and integrity that my Dad developed at SMA were assets that he lived up to, throughout his lifetime.

 He shared many stories about his time at Staunton.  I have a number of snapshots from his time at Staunton (in addition to the
two I have attached) if you know of anyone who would enjoy seeing them, I would be happy to Email them out to you.
After graduating from Staunton Military Academy, Harry graduated from Albion College, in Michigan. Harry went on to
serve in the US Army, in Korea, in 1959.

Harry worked at IBM, in New York, after college.  He married Mary Frances McMahon, and they had five children.  After
the death of Mary Fran, in 1987, Harry married Alicia Celeste, a
West Point Class of ’56 widow. Harry’s Staunton Military Academy
background was an asset in his later years, as they enjoyed a renewed
relationship with her late husband’s West Point classmates at many
events, during Harry’s retirement years.  

For a few years Harry and Alicia lived in Florida.  With Harry in
declining health, they returned to New England to be closer to his
five children, and ten grandchildren.

I know his years at Staunton were a positive influence in his life,
and wanted to let you know of his passing.

Sincerely,
Jean-Marie (Marson) James

Cadet Armitage in 1949.

 Cadet Bauman in 1949.

Cadet Marson in the 1950 Schrapnel.

The other skill set that came into use was that while you were at SMA, you interfaced with Military personnel on a daily basis. We
had constant contact with every rank from Staff Sergeants to Lieutenant Colonels. So talking to personnel of any rank was an ordinary
occurrence to me. I knew how to talk to them correctly with the proper amount of respect, but I also knew they were not deities to be
feared.

This SMA training indirectly helped me one night when I was acting a Battalion CQ Runner. For those of you that never went into
the armed forces, this position equated to being on guard duty at SMA. You spent half a night in the battalion headquarters waiting in case
the Battalion CQ needed to get a message to anyone. If he did, you carried the message to the Company CQ and that person would get
the message to the right individual.

The Battalion CQ that night was one of my platoon’s ADIs. He went out to check the Battalion area (or so he said) and told me to
stay there to answer the phone. (I think he went out to get a beer.) I sat at the desk and read a paperback, expecting nothing to happen.
I had at my side a baseball bat to defend the office from all attackers.

Sometime after the ADI left, a man in civilian clothes came in and asked where the CQ was. I informed him that he was out
checking the area and would be back soon. He just shrugged his shoulders and walked into one of the offices. That just did not sit right
with me. I picked up my bat and walked to the door of the office. The man was rifling through the inbox on the desk. He looked up as
I stood in the doorway.

“Excuse me sir,” I said. “But before you go rummaging thru the desk, could I please see some identification?”
The man stopped going through the inbox and pulled out his wallet. He produced a green Army ID identifying him as a Major in the

Army. I looked at it for a moment.
“Thank you, sir,” I said. “Now could you please let me know why you feel you can rifle through this desk?”
He led me out of the office to the duty board. He pointed out his name as being the Battalion XO. I thanked him and asked him if

I could return to my seat. He dismissed me and went back into his office. He left several minutes later.
Several hours later, the next runner relieved me and I went back to the barracks. I put the incident into the back of my mind and

thought nothing more of it. That is, until I was called to the Company Commanders office the next afternoon with my Drill Instructor. The
Company Commander asked me about the incident the night before. I never looked at the DI standing next to me, but I could just imagine
a fury building inside him that he would be held responsible for my actions. When I finished, the company Commander said that matched
what the Battalion OX had told him. What he said next surprised me and I am sure surprised my DI.

“That was excellent soldiering son, excellent soldiering.” He then addressed the DI. “Sergeant Wright, you have done a great job
with this troop. Make sure that he is properly rewarded.”

When we walked outside, the DI only said, “Return to your duty.” However, my name was never called again for trash detail, KP,
or Fire Watch the rest of the time at Fort Jackson.

On the last day at Basic Training, as I was heading to the bus that would take me to Fort Gordon, GA, for Advanced Training, I
stopped by the huge Drill Instructor’s office and showed him a picture of me with me hair down my back. He just looked at it and smiled.

Then he burst out laughing. “That was you? I never would have guessed.”
He got up, shook me hand, and wished me well.

life as a cadetlife as a cadetlife as a cadetlife as a cadetlife as a cadet

Continued on page 9
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Continued on page 8

An Infantry Officer, Colonel Brownfield’s overseas
service included two tours in Vietnam where he was
wounded in combat both times (one with the 173rd Airborne
Brigade, and a second with the Vietnamese Airborne
Division), and tours in Germany with the 8th Infantry Division,
Egypt with the Multinational Force and Observers, and as
Commander, U.S. Military Group, Venezuela.

In the United States, some of Colonel Brownfield’s most
treasured assignments included: Assistant Professor of
Leadership at the U.S. Military Academy; Executive Officer
in the 1st Ranger Battalion; Deputy Chief of Staff of the 1st
Special Operations Command; commander of the 5th
Ranger Training Battalion; DoD Liaison to the Office of
National Drug Control Policy, Executive Office of the
President; and Deputy Director of Operations followed by
Chief, Special Action Division, J3, United States Special
Operations Command. 

After retiring from the Army in 1998, Ray and Marcia
built a log home for their menagerie of dogs, birds and cat
and embarked on a new career as the proprietors of Reveille
Vineyards. After almost 16 years of backbreaking
work, Ray saw his vineyard’s name prominently
displayed for the very first time in 2013 on a bottle
of Cave Ridge Chardonnay, proof of a dream
realized. 

In addition to his full time duties as a viticulturist,
Ray was a member of the Shenandoah County
Water Board, an acting member of its School
Board, a Rotarian, Chairman of the Shenandoah
County Democratic Party, and the St. Andrews
Episcopal Church in Mt. Jackson. 

He was the beloved father of Amanda Louise Brownfield
(Nadine) and Marian Brownfield Stringer (Cory), and
grandfather to Chance, Connor and Caden Stringer. 

He lived his life by the
Citadel Honor Code, never
lying, cheating, or stealing, and
conducting himself with honor at
all times.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to St. Andrews
Episcopal Church, P.O. Box
117, Mt. Jackson, VA, 22842
or to RMH Hahn Cancer
Center, 2010 Health Campus
Dr., Harrisonburg, VA, 22801.

Colonel Michael S. Byington, SMA ‘61

Colonel (Retired) Michael
S. Byington, 70, of Signal
Mountain, passed away April
11, 2014, at his home. After
high school graduation from
Staunton Military
Academy, Mike attended the
University of Chattanooga
where he was a member of
Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity.
He was the Army ROTC
Moccasin Battalion
Commander and at graduation in 1967, received a BA in
History, was a Distinguished Military Graduate, and
commissioned a Second Lieutenant, US Army Infantry. 

Among his Infantry and Aviation command and staff
positions during 30 years of active service were Rifle Platoon
Leader, 1st Air Cavalry Division, Vietnam; Company

Commander of Infantry, 6th Infantry Division and
101st Airborne Division; Army Aviator, Command
Aircraft Company, Vietnam; Commander, 120th
Assault Helicopter Company, Alaska; Executive
Officer, 1st Aviation Battalion (Combat) and
Inspector General, 1st Infantry Division, Ft Riley,
KS; Battalion Commander, 1st Battalion, 145th
Aviation Regiment, Ft. Rucker, AL. He returned
to Alaska in 1990 where he served as Senior Army
Advisor to the Alaska Army National Guard; and

Commander, Alaska Army National Guard. 
He was a graduate of Infantry Officers Basic and

Advanced Courses; Fixed Wing Aviation Course; Rotary
Wing Qualification Course; Airborne Course; and Command
and General Staff College among others. 

Colonel Byington’s many awards and decorations
included the Army Legion of Merit; State of Alaska Legion
of Merit, Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart; Combat Infantry
Badge; Army Parachutist Badge and Master Army Aviator
Badge. 

Mike retired from the Army in 1996, and became
Coordinator, Alaska State Emergency Response
Commission; then Assistant Manager, Merrill Field Airport,
Anchorage, AK, before relocating to Signal Mountain. 

He was a true patriot who had a genuine love of
country. His favorite and most often-told stories were of his
family, shooting skeet, fishing, bird hunting with his dogs,

 Cadet Byington in 1961

Continued on page 23

Colonel Brownfield.

letters and email
Dear SMA Alumni coordinator: February 2, 2014

It is with deepest regrets that I inform you that Hector Manuel Torres, SMA ‘62, passed away on January 20, 2014. Born
in Ponce, Puerto Rico, Hector attended Georgia Tech following graduation from SMA, earning a B.S. in Civil Engineering in 1966.
He worked for two years at Lockheed-Martin (Atlanta) before returning to Ponce, where he would live the remainder of his
fruitful life.. Hector married Julie Ortiz-Salichs, also of Ponce, in 1967.

Upon returning to Puerto Rico, Hector worked at Estructuras de Acero, and later founded C&H Systems. For thirty
years, he would erect steel-frame buildings throughout Puerto Rico, mainly in the south. He was a keen aviator, flying his family
frequently in his Mooney Ovation 3. Hector has been lauded for his benevolent spirit, as he devoted countless hours and significant
resources to helping churches and other non-profit organizations with construction needs. A member of Rotary and other benevolence
organizations, Hector lived a life devoted to serving others.

Hector is survived by his wife Julie, his brother Felix (SMA
’56), his children Juliana and Manuel, and his grandchildren, Javier, Adrian
and Gabriel. Hector was preceded in death by his parents Felix Torres
and Maria Teresa Garcia , and his sister Maria Teresa Correa.

Thank you for your attention,
Eric Skipper (son-in-law)

Attachment: Photograph of Hector (right), Vice President
Richard Nixon, and unknown cadet (I have heard a senator’s son and
perhaps Hector’s roommate) from the ’57-’58 school year. The family
would appreciate any insight into the occasion.

Editor’s note.  After we identified the cadet on the left as George
Lipow (left SMA before graduating), Eric sent us this follow-up
about the photograph.

Dear Burdette and Arlene: February12, 2014
Thank you both for your responses and your prayers. I was able to access newspaper archives with a Google search, and

I found the following article, which explains the context of the photograph. This article appeared in numerous newspapers
between May 7 and May 9, 1958.

********
The Washington Scene  By GEORGE DIXON

Two small cadets of the junior school at Staunton Military Academy are complaining bitterly that they have been delivered
into economic betrayal just because they allowed themselves to be with Vice President Nixon. The embryo warriors, Cadets E.
George Lipow, 2nd, of this city, and Hector Torres, of Ponce, Puerto Rico, visited Washington on a short leave. They were taken
on a tour of the Capitol by young Lipow’s uncle, Russell J. Pillion, on the staff of Wisconsin Sen. Alexander Wiley.

Pillion took them on the monorail subway train, and as a climactic treat, escorted them to the office of the Vice President.
They were received in a very regimental manner by Mr. Nixon, who invited them to pose with him. The news picture was
published widely in the nation’s press. Unfortunately a copy fell into the hands of the manager of the movie theatre in Staunton that
the cadets favor with most of their patronage. Up to then, young Lipow and Torres had been getting into the movies for cents, on
the theory that they were under 12. But now they are being required to pay because the picture caption identified Lipow as 12, and
Torres as 13.

George Lipow, Vice President Richard Nixon,
and Hector Torres, SMA ’62 in 1958.



—6 — —23 —

taps

Tim Scheel, SMA ’73, is working on a “special project”
investigating what it will take to place a road sign at the
exits off of Interstate 81 for the VWIL/SMA museum.
(See Letters and Emails to the Editor.)

A special thanks to those “old boys” and friends
that sponsored a VWIL cadet to our banquet on Saturday
night.  The 20 young women who joined our banquet made
a lasting, positive impression on all of us.

Enough with the cold reunions!!!  After several
years of close calls and a really cold, wet reunion this year,
our reunion committee has moved the date for our 2015
get-together back into the second half of April!  Hurrah!!
Mark your calendar, because it will be really nice to see
Staunton with fresh blossoms and green leaves.  Next year’s
reunion is scheduled for April 17th, 18th, and 19th.  See you
there.

brieflybrieflybrieflybrieflybriefly

YOUR ASSOCIATION NEEDS YOU….ALL ARE WELCOME!
By Peter Birckhead SMA ‘73

There appears to be some confusion out in our ranks about whether or not non–graduates
of SMA are welcome and eligible to join the SMA Alumni Association and/or attend our
annual reunions.  As a matter of fact, you are.  And the same goes for the non-graduates of the
VWIL Program at Mary Baldwin College. You are also welcome and encouraged to join!

The By-Laws of our association concerning this matter are very clear.

Even if you were asked to leave SMA via a Special Order for allegedly committing some
heinous crime, you are welcome.

So if you are not yet a member, please don’t delay.  Join us now! It is as easy as paying the
annual dues.  No background search, no fuss, no bother.  The form used for dues is on the
back of this Kablegram. Fill it out, and send it in!

Susan Yates (Stuart Hall, ’73) reminds us that Stuart
Hall’s Carroll House is available as a Bed and Breakfast
for our future visits to Staunton.  The house welcomes SMA
alumni, VWIL Alumnae, and friends of Stuart Hall.  If you
are interested, please contact Ginger Henry for reservations
at (540) 885-0356.  The Carroll House is located at 402
Osage Place in Staunton.

Stuart Hall’s Carroll House.

Deadline for the September Kablegram-Leader (Fall Issue). Currently, we plan to publish the fall issue of the
Kablegram-Leader in September, 2014. Once again, it will be an online issue; so we will not mail you a printed copy UNLESS
you request it from the SMA Alumni Association! The deadline for articles is August 15, 2014. And we always need pictures.

the soldiers with whom he served and those he mentored
throughout the years. 

He is survived by his wife of 47 years, Tommye
Thompson Byington; daughter, Stacey (Chris) Wynn;
granddaughter and namesake, Margaret Michael Wynn;
daughter, Emily (Chris) O’Keefe; brother; M.R. (Harriett)
Byington; sisters, Teresa Safford and Nora (Ed) Moulton;
brother-in-law Hal Thompson; nieces: Mitzi (Reed) Lovell,
Kim (Johnny) Bylen and Amy Moulton; nephews: Steve
(Rena), Jerry (Lynne) and John (Cara) Byington, Bobby,
Jack and Joey Safford; a large extended family, dear friends
and the Brothers of Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity. 

Donations may be made in Mike’s name to: Signal
Mountain Presbyterian Church, 612 James Boulevard, Signal
Mountain, TN 37377.

Frank Arthur Lee, SMA ‘52

Frank Arthur Lee, 79,
passed away on February 10,
2014 in Brentwood at Fore
Ranch with his wife, Deborah,
at his side.  He was born in
Gainesville, FL, on April 8,
1934 to Charles R., Sr. and
Gaynelle [Corbett] Lee.  He
grew up in various cities
because his father worked for
Westinghouse Electric Supply
Company; relocated from

Florida to New Orleans, LA, Baltimore, MD, Ardmore,
PA, and back to Jacksonville, Florida.  Frank graduated
from Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, VA,
Class of 1952.  He entered into the U. S. Marine Corps
on February 16, 1953 following the footsteps of his father,
Charles and brother, Charles R. Lee, Jr.  He was Honorably

Discharged on December
21, 1955.  Attended
Jacksonville Junior College
in Jacksonville, FL,
received AA degree in
Electrical Engineering.  Then
attended University of
Florida, Gainesville,
received his BEE degree in
Electrical Engineering.

After graduation Frank
worked several years for his
father’s business Sales
Engineering Company in Miami, FL.  He then worked for
Boeing at Cape Canaveral on the minuteman missiles.
Through an ad in an engineering magazine he applied for
employment with the Panama Canal Company, Electrical

Division - Electrical Work Branch.  He progressed
through the PCC as Chief, Electrical Work
Branch; Chief, Electrical Division; Chief,
Maintenance Division & Chief, Construction
Division; and Chief, Engineering Division.  During
his service with the Panama Canal Company/
Commission he served on the Advisory Board for
the Apprentice School.  Once the Panama Canal
Treaty went into effect, he served on the Contract
Negotiation Board for the Labor Union.  During

his career he received many outstanding awards and
recognitions; and was a member of the Professional Society
of Engineers.  He elected early retirement on January 1,
1984 with 23 years of service.  He and Deborah have been
members of the Panama Canal Society since 1980.

Moving to Rainbow Springs near Dunnellon, FL, he
obtained employment with the City of Ocala.  He retired

Frank Lee in the Marine Corps.

Cadet Lee in 1952.

USMC Honor Guard salute to Frank A. Lee.

Continued on page 24

Col. Mike Byington and wife, Tommye, in 2013.
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SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND

Continued on page 25

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT COMMITTEE
Update 5-1-14

By Peter Birckhead ‘73

As many of you know from reading the previous five issues of the Kablegram-Leader, the SMAAA has established
the Legacy Fund Project Committee.  As Chair of the Committee, I mentioned in the May 2013 story that I would provide
routine updates on the progress of our committee with every issue of the Kablegram-Leader. Since we started this initiative
the following has been accomplished by the committee and your association board:

I A GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION HAS BEEN SET AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

II THE STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PARTNERED WITH HARRIS
CONNECT TO PRODUCE A NEW SMA ALUMNI DIRECTORY.

III NEW SMAAA FUNDING BINS CREATED AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

IV GIFT GIVING MARKETING MATERIALS AND FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN

V YOUR PAST AND ALL FUTURE DONATIONS HAVE BEEN OR ARE  NOW BEENING
PROPERLY INVESTED

UPDATE May 1, 2014 –
Initial fund raising has been underway for 4 months and to date we have collected over $35,000 in cash

and have another $50,000 in cash pledged by one alumni and another $625,000 being “worked on” by a number
of alumni who are either changing beneficiaries on existing life insurance policies or purchasing new Level
Term Life Insurance Policies with death benefits, payable to the SMA Foundation Legacy Fund, of between
$125,000 and $250,000. If you would like information about how you could set up the same gift please contact
me.

During our recent reunion in Staunton (March 2014)  I presented a complete review of the Legacy Fund
Project. This presentation and Gift Giving Materials along with a video on the “History of SMA” may all be
viewed on the SMA Alumni website at www.sma-alumni.org.

Between early to mid-May all alumni will be receiving a packet in the mail with Gift Giving materials
and a donation/pledge form. Remember all donations made to the SMA Foundation at fully tax deductible.

If anyone has any questions or want to help please contact me directly.

Thanks!

Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net
713-819-1980

taps
after working ten years as Airport Facilities Foreman at the
Ocala International Airport.

Frank was predeceased by his parents and brother,
Charles R. Lee, Jr.  He is survived by his beloved wife and
best friend of 35 years, Deborah Mokray Lee; and survived
by his children from his first marriage - son, Frank Jr. and
his spouse Cherie [Danielsen] of Hockley, TX; son Charles
and his spouse Petal [Aerstin] of North Richland, TX;
daughter Christianna and her spouse Joseph Lyon of Aiken,
SC; and brother-in-law, Arthur M. Mokray, Jr. of Panama,
Republic of Panama.  Frank is also survived by five
grandchildren and two great granddaughters.

Harry E. Marson, SMA ‘50
Harry E. Marson, 81, of

Wilton, CT, formerly of
Goshen, NY, died Saturday,
January 11, 2014 at
Wilton Meadows
Rehabilitation and
Health Care Center in
Wilton, CT. Harry
was born June 5,
1932 in Detroit,
Michigan, the son of
Homer and Evadne
(Wright) Marson.

After graduating from Staunton Military Academy
in 1950, Harry graduated from Albion College, in Michigan.
He served in the U.S. Army in Korea. Harry worked at
IBM, in New York, after college.  He retired from IBM as
a System Analyst. He was a member of the Goshen’s Lions
Club, Goshen, NY, a member of the Goshen Zoning Board
of Appeals, Orange County Classical Choral Society, and
he was very active in St. John’s the Evangelist Catholic
Church, Goshen, NY.  Among other things, he was a lector
for the church.

He is survived by his wife, Alicia H. Marson of Chester,
NY; five children: Catherine Marson DeAngelis and husband,
Joe of Chester, NY, Jean-Marie Marson James and
husband, Robert of Nashua, NH, John R. Mason and his
wife, Christina of Fairfield, CT, Julia Marson Yuan and
husband, David of Ridgefield, CT, Elizabeth Marson and
husband, Woody Hughes of Dover, MA; four stepsons: Col.
Raymond Celeste, Robert Celeste, Rodney Lodato and

Richard Lodato and his wife, Adriana; 16 grandchildren:
Maryalice, Chester, Madelyn, Sarah, Jillian, Grant,
Brittany, Hunter, Dakota, Logan, Anthony, Nicolas,
Sabrina, Isabella, Anthony and Gianna.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made in
Harry’s name to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital,
Memorial and Honor Program, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, TN 38105

William I. Rau, SMA ‘62

William (Bill) I. Rau, 69, an international wealth advisor,
died on February 20th, after
a long illness. With over 42
years of financial industry
management experience, his
professional career included

Vice Chair of GMA
Partners, Senior
Managing Director of
Bank of America,
Director of Barclays
Bank, Managing
Director of
Continental Illinois National Bank and a Vice
President from 2002 to the present of Neuberger
Berman Group LLC. An active fundraiser and
prominent civic leader, Bill served as Director,

Treasurer, Member and Trustee of numerous organizations
including: The Advisory Council of The Wilmer Eye
Institute, Johns Hopkins, Baltimore, MD, Woodruff Arts
Center, Atlanta, GA. and earlier in Chicago, IL: The

Michael Reese Hospital &
Medical Center, Francis W.
Parker School, The Lincoln
Park Zoo, The Illinois Eye
Foundation, and the
Scholarship & Guidance
Association, Chicago, Il. He
was a recipient of the Charles
R. Yates Award for
Philanthropic Leadership in
Atlanta.

Born in Highland Park,
Illinois, he attended

Staunton Military Academy and received a BA from

 William Rau in 2012.

Cadet Rau in 1962.
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One Staunton and Five Academies
On another note, though it has nothing to do with the

subject at hand, I would like to share some little interesting
tidbits on education in Staunton that came up during the
research into the SMA History Project.

In the late 1880’s, most schools were segregated, not
only by race (if there was any schools for non-whites at all)
but also by gender. This seems to be the case in Staunton
with perhaps the exception of the Institute for the Deaf, Dumb,
and Blind of the State of Virginia (now known as The School
for the Deaf and Blind). But, women in Staunton did have
multiple avenues for education.

The 1885 map of Staunton details only one property as a
school for young men, William Kable’s Staunton Male
Academy. The old Staunton Academy building on the NE
corner of New and Academy is listed as belonging to the

Continued from page 3

Staunton Public Schools (White). A public school building
was on Parkersburg Turnpike (now West Beverly) just
outside the then city limits and was probably in the County
School System. There was also a City Colored Public School
building located on Augusta at the intersection with Prospect.
However, in addition to these schools, there are four schools
shown to be exclusively for women.

The Staunton Female Seminary was located on the SW
corner of Fayette and Federal. The Wesleyan Female
Institute sat on the SW corner of Johnson St and St. Clair
St. The Virginia Female Institute still exists today as Stuart
Hall at the NW corner of Frederick and Fillmore. Lastly, the
Augusta Female Seminary was located north of Frederick
between Market and Winchester (now Coulter). This school
still exists today as Mary Baldwin College.

BENCHES ON FLAGPOLE HILL
By Peter Birckhead, Legacy Fund Chairman

Looking for a great way to honor or memorialize a
friend and just to give back to SMA with a donation to
the SMA Foundation Legacy Fund?  Why not consider
purchasing a bench on Flag Pole Hill?

It is a great way to enhance the Hill and a lasting
reminder of whomever you honor.  We have two benches
already erected with room for more. At the time of this
story, two additional benches have been ordered: one in
honor of the Class of 1974 and one in memory of Darrell
W. Hurst, SMA Faculty 1963-1967.  Preparations have
been made for additional bench locations in the future.

Editor’s note. For more information, please contact
Peter directly at (713) 819-1980 or at
peterbirckhead@comcast.net.

Steel benches on concrete pads have been erected in
memory of two alumni from the class of ’61:

George Richard (Dick) Staunch and John Antonelli.

Two benches have already been erected on Flagpole Hill,
and two more have been ordered.

taps
the University of Virginia and an MBA from Columbia
University. He was a Captain in the U.S. Air Force. His
first marriage to Sally Ruth May ended in divorce. Their
daughter, Alexandra “Sasha” Rau, a clinical therapist, lives
in New York City.

Bill was preceded in death by his parents, Ben and
Margery Rau. He is survived by his wife of 21 years, Jo
Ann Wolf, New York, NY and Canton, OH; his daughter,
Sasha; his sisters: Patricia White, Betty Santandrea (Bob)
and Dorothy “Dede” Gile; his brother- and sister-in-law
Fred and Leora Wolf; his nieces and nephews: Jacob,
Claire and Adam Wolf, David and Matthew Schewel and
Sara Schewel Foster.

Bill has been described as a gentle, courageous,
generous, kind and thoughtful man. Bill loved people. He
had numerous, dedicated life-long friends, many from his
early childhood years as a camper at Camp Nebagamon.

Cadet Torres in 1962.

 Hector Torres (right) with
Vice President Richard Nixon in 1958.

HECTOR MANUEL TORRES, SMA ‘62

Hector Manuel
Torres, SMA ‘62,
passed away on
January 20, 2014.
Born in Ponce,
Puerto Rico, Hector
attended Georgia
Tech following
graduation from
SMA, earning a
B.S. in Civil Engineering in
1966. He worked for two
years at Lockheed-Martin

(Atlanta) before returning to Ponce, where he would live
the remainder of his fruitful life.  Hector married Julie Ortiz-
Salichs, also of Ponce, in 1967.

Upon returning to Puerto Rico, Hector worked at
Estructuras de Acero, and later founded C&H Systems.
For thirty years, he would erect steel-frame buildings
throughout Puerto Rico, mainly in the south.  He was a
keen aviator, flying his family frequently in his Mooney
Ovation 3.  Hector has been lauded for his benevolent
spirit, as he devoted countless hours and significant
resources to helping churches and other non-profit
organizations with construction needs. A member of Rotary

As one recently said, Bill always cared about others before
himself. His personality was infectious. Even during the
toughest days of his medical battles, Bill was always happy,
always smiling, always laughing.

His family wishes to thank colleagues, family and
friends for their support, and especially Dr. Kenneth
Braunstein, Dr. Samuel Webster, and Dr. Demetre
Papadopoulos - all of Atlanta, and the doctors, and staff
of The Seattle Cancer Care Alliance, Seattle, WA for their
outstanding care.  In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to University of Washington Merkel Cell Carcinoma
(MCC) Research, in care of Dr. Paul Nghiem, University
of Washington, 850 Republic Street, Room 242, Seattle,
WA 98109.

Published in The Atlanta Journal-Constitution on
Feb. 24, 2014

and other benevolence organizations, Hector lived a life
devoted to serving others.
Hector is survived by his wife Julie, his brother

Felix (SMA ’56), his children Juliana and Manuel,
and his grandchildren, Javier, Adrian and Gabriel.
Hector was preceded in death by his parents Felix
Torres and Maria Teresa Garcia , and his sister
Maria Teresa Correa.

His burial was handled by Funeraria Ponce
Memorial.
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

When researching a non-fiction work such as the history
of SMA, the author must travel down all paths that point
toward his subject until they prove to be a part of the story
or prove not to be. Sometimes these paths are confusing,
because they conflict with the other information discovered
on other paths. Such was the case in the research on the
SMA History Project.

Searching online databases, court records, and
microfilmed newspapers and looking for certain key words
is the life of a researcher. In the case of the SMA History
Project, these key words were “Staunton”, “Male”,
“Military”, “Academy”, and “Kable”. These searches, both
electronic and visual, were done in the expected groupings
of William H. Kable, W. G. Kable, The Staunton Male
Academy, and The Staunton Military Academy. However,
both the search engines that scan the online databases and
the researcher’s eyes scanning the physical court records
and microfilmed newspapers find and stop at pieces of these
groupings. Records highlighted showed The Staunton
Academy, a Staunton Male Academy out of the proper
date range, and a Staunton Military Academy out of the
proper date range. These alternate paths (as I referred to
them) appeared in documents both earlier and later than
Captain Kable’s effort.

These alternate paths needed to be traveled down far
enough to determine if Captain Kable’s effort was a unique
one and or just the continuation of somebody else’s effort
such as Kable’s time at the Charlestown Academy. While
the research went far enough along the paths to prove
Captain Kable’s effort was his own, the complete paths
were not followed to their sources to fully understand them.
I decided to leave that to some other researcher that wants
to document the history of education in Staunton. My focus
always stayed with Captain Kable’s effort.

Establishing that Captain Kable arrived in Staunton in
1884 and started the Staunton Male Academy was fairly
easy. Newspapers in both Charlestown, WV and Staunton,
VA documented this move in a concise chronological order.
Records in the Staunton Court House detailed out the
purchase of property and Sanborn Insurance Fire Maps
recorded the physical growth of the facilities of the Staunton
Military Academy.

However, the alternate paths provided some interesting
reading and facts.

There were a total of five Academies advertised in
newspapers that used the word Staunton in them. Different
men ran them all, but each advertised that they were a
“Classical and Mathematical” school that prepared young
men for entry into the University of Virginia. The similarity
of the missions and the closeness of the names were a
researcher’s nightmare until the schools could be discerned
through the dates of existence and educator’s identities.

The first of these academies, founded in 1793, was the
first ‘Staunton Academy.’ (As a side note, seeing as this
was about the same time as the founding of the Charles
Town Academy, it leads me to believe that there may have
been a push for quality formal education in the young United
States at that time. But I’ll leave that for someone else’s
Master’s Thesis.) The school building for the Staunton
Academy was located on the North East corner of New
and Academy Streets. (Academy Street was most likely
not named that at the time and probably took its name from
the Staunton Academy being there.) In the mid-1800’s Jas.
A. Waddell was the instructor. The advertisements for the
school ended in the late 1860’s and then in 1870, the building
had been taken over by the town of Staunton for use as a
‘Free School.’ The building no longer exists, and a stately
apartment building now occupies the site.

The second of the academies was the first one to carry
the name of the ‘Staunton Male Academy’. C. E. Young
first advertised this school in July of 1865. The location of
the school is unknown though it was most likely located in
Mr. Young’s residence. Advertising for the school ended in
1872. Mr. Young sold his household and kitchen furniture
(and a young Milch cow) in August of 1873 and moved to
Lewisburg, WV.

H. L. Hoover started the third of these academies in
1878. It carried the first instance of the name ‘The Staunton
Military Academy’ for the 1879-1880 school session. By
1882, the school had been renamed ‘The Hoover High
School.’ There is no indication where the school was located
in any of the advertisements. No advertising for the school
appeared in the Staunton newspapers after 1882, but Mr.
Hoover stayed in Staunton and was active in the YMCA
and various businesses.

The fourth academy was our own dear Staunton
Military Academy. Captain Kable founded it as the Staunton
Male Academy in 1884 and then changed the format and
the name to the Staunton Military Academy in 1888. As
we all know, it remained in operation in Staunton until 1976.

The fifth academy was started by Prof. S. H. Owens.
Prof. Owens moved to Staunton from Richmond where he
had taught Greek at Richmond College (now the University
of Richmond). He taught at Captain Kable’s Staunton Male
Academy during the 1885-1886 school session and then
rented the Staunton Female Seminary (now Mary Baldwin
College) during the summer of 1886 to run a summer school
there. He started the Virginia Latin School (most likely in
his home) in the fall of 1886 and ran it until the spring of
1888. He opened his own Staunton Academy in the old
Staunton Academy building at the corner of New and
Academy streets in the fall of 1888. The school stopped
advertising after the start of the 1895-1896 school session.
Prof. Owens moved to Washington, DC in September of
1897.

Continued on page 4

By Greg Robertson, SMA ‘70
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................... $5.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00
_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $10.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(3)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold .................. $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review

reflections from the hill

By Bill Bissett, President SMA Alumni
Association

Hello again, fellow alumni.  Well,
another reunion has come and gone.
Thanks to all of you that made it to
Staunton this year.  We had a good
crowd and still squeezed a parade in
between rain showers.  For those of
you who didn’t make it, you missed a

good one.
I want to thank Arlene and Brocky Nicely one more time for

all they do for us.  They are the heart and soul of our alumni
association, and I cannot thank them enough for all that they do.

We are starting our plans for next year already, and we have
decided to move the reunion out of March and into April, in hopes
of better weather.  The exact dates are April 17, 18, and 19.  We
are also looking at a change in format in the weekend activities in
order to keep it interesting.  If any of you have any ideas or
preferences, please email me or the alumni office, and we will
bring them up for discussion and a vote at our monthly Board of
Directors meetings.  Your input is important; so please let us
know what ideas you have.  It is your reunion, and we want
everyone to have a say in what we do.  My email is
wbissett@steelbarsales.com.

Also, all of you that put off registering until the last minute,
please preregister so we can better plan for the meals and events.

We have had a bad run of losing some of our faithful alums
this past year.  We send out our thoughts and prayers to all of
their families and friends.  The whole purpose of these reunions
is to get together with all of our old friends and spend some valuable
time with them.  We are all getting older, and we shouldn’t put
off seeing each other whenever we can.

Having said that, there is a possible reunion of sorts being
planned for this coming winter in sunny South Florida.  If anyone
is interested in the possibility of getting together in the Fort
Lauderdale area this coming January, please contact me for the
information.

Well, that is all I have for now; thanks again to all the “Old
Boys” who came to this year’s reunion, and please don’t forget
to pay your dues.

Truth, Duty, Honor,
Bill Bissett
President, SMAAA

P.S.  We are still looking for anyone who can help us with the
Legacy Fund drive.  We need a few good men!
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Staunton Military Academy
Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.
SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.     (payable to: SMA Alumni Association, Inc.)
•  Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: ($60.00 per year, 1 September through 31 August) $___________
      If you are paying for multiple years, please indicate below which years (past/present/future).

SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.     (payable to: SMA Foundation, Inc.)
•  SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt): $___________
      The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions, and
alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity.  Your donation helps the alumni association maintain
the alumni office, memorial wall, archives, web site and quarterly newsletter.  Your contributions
are tax deductible.

•  TTTTTruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Duty, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt): $___________
       The purpose of the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund is to support entities such as the Virginia
  Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Program at Mary Baldwin College (MBC) that  exemplify
the core values of Truth, Duty, and Honor (TDH) through educational scholarships  and program
support.  Your contributions are tax deductible.
     Note. If you are contributing to the TDH Fund, please indicate the breakdown of your  contribution.

 Educational Scholarships: $___________
 Program Support: $___________

Total:  $___________
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2014 REUNION
One hundred “Old Boys”, faculty, and staff members

attended the 2014 Staunton Military Academy/VWIL All-Class
Reunion at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel in the Shenandoah
Valley this March.  When you add in their guests, over 150
people enjoyed the reunion in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley
of Virginia.  Honors for the oldest SMA class went to the
graduates from 1944, represented by Eric Wiltshire and his
wife, Marcia.  Honors for the highest participation went to
the Class of 1964, with nine graduates present.  It was a
close decision; the classes of 1969 and 1974 both were
represented by eight graduates.

On Friday afternoon, due to cold and damp weather,
the festivities began indoors in the new Physical Activities
Center on the old SMA parade field (a.k.a., Kable Field) with
a VWIL Honor Ceremony featuring a performance by the
VWIL Howie Rifles.  After the Honor Ceremony, we moved
to the Memorial Wall for the presentation of a new plaque
for the late Col.Dennis Case and a remembrance of the SMA
graduates who had passed away since the 2013 reunion.
Their names were read to the sounding of our old Mess Hall
bell. Activities at the wall were closed by a 21-gun salute
from a rifle squad of VWIL cadets.  Later that evening, the
VWIL Military Ball was held at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel.  Music was provided by the VMI Commanders, led by Colonel John Brodie.
(Folks, they were good!)

Saturday morning began with our annual business meeting, in which we discussed several
items of interest to the assembled alumni.  Also present was General Terry Djuric, Commandant
of the VWIL Corps of Cadets.

Following the meeting, we held the annual SMA/VWIL Review on Kable Field.  As has
been done so many times before, the “Old Boys” formed up on the asphalt, marched down
the hill (past Kable Hall and the Memorial Building), crossed the road, and descended to the
parade ground, doing their level best to stay in step.  Marching in front of the already formed
VWIL Corps of Cadets, the “Old Boys” and retired to the sideline for the presentation of
scholarships and awards.  Closing the event, the VWIL Corps conducted a “Pass-In-Review”
before a long line of combined graduates of both institutions, SMA and VWIL.

Later that evening, the formal banquet was held in the large ball room at the Stonewall
Jackson Hotel.  Thanks to the generosity of several of its members, the SMA Alumni Association
was able to invite 20 VWIL cadets to join us at our tables.  To say the least, their presence was
illuminating.  We learned a great deal about the VWIL program, the connections between
VWIL and SMA, and the individual plans of our cadet guests.

The evening’s main speaker was General Mike Bissell, Commandant Emeritus of the
VWIL Corps of Cadets.  General Bissell told us a moving, personal story about a tragedy in
his life that occurred while he was serving as a helicopter pilot in the Vietnam War.  One of the
people in the story was a young, female Army Public Relations Officer, who displayed
tremendous mental strength and courage in an unexpected, but deadly combat situation.

The 2015 reunion will be held April 17th, 18th, and 19th (in warmer weather) at the Stonewall
Jackson Hotel in downtown Staunton.

That’s what it’s all about… Eugene Ehmann and Julian Lake, Class of ’74.
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