
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Newsletter
Published by the Staunton Military Academy Foundation • Staunton, Virginia

May  2013

— 1 —

Continued on page 3

Staunton Military Academy
Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.
SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.     (payable to: SMA Alumni Association, Inc.)
•  Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: ($60.00 per year, 1 September through 31 August) $___________
      If you are paying for multiple years, please indicate below which years (past/present/future).

SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: SMA Legacy Fund Contribution:      (payable to: SMA Foundation, Inc.) $___________
•  The Legacy Fund is an endowment fund intended to perpetuate our SMA Legacy, as the number of our alumni
decline.

SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.     (payable to: SMA Foundation, Inc.)
•  SMA Foundation Contribution:SMA Foundation Contribution:SMA Foundation Contribution:SMA Foundation Contribution:SMA Foundation Contribution: $___________
      Tax-deductible donations are used to fund the Kablegram, SMA-VWIL Museum, reunions, related expenses.

•  SMA-SMA-SMA-SMA-SMA-VWIL Initiative FVWIL Initiative FVWIL Initiative FVWIL Initiative FVWIL Initiative Fundundundundund $___________
      Tax-deductible donations are given to VWIL for discretionary utilization.

•  SMA Leadership Scholarship FundSMA Leadership Scholarship FundSMA Leadership Scholarship FundSMA Leadership Scholarship FundSMA Leadership Scholarship Fund $___________
      Tax-deductible donations are used to fund the annual SMA Alumni Association Leadership Scholarship.

•  SMA Special Donation:SMA Special Donation:SMA Special Donation:SMA Special Donation:SMA Special Donation: $___________
      Tax-deductible donations are used as specified by the donor, such as the Howie Rifles, VWIL Band, etc.

Total:  $___________

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Combined Reunion ......... 1-3
New Masthead .......................2
Time to pay you dues .........3
Life as a Cadet .....................4
Briefly ....................................5
Did you know.......................6
Legacy Fund ........................7
Reunion .......................... 8-16
Bissell ..................................17
Brick Wall ............................17
VWIL ............................. 18-24
TAPS ...................................25
Walk of Honor ....................26
Cadet Store ........................23
Dues/Initiatives ...................24

© Copyright 2013
Staunton Military Academy

Alumni Association

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip: _____________

PAYMENT
• Check (please see above for correct “payable to”)

• Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card       Visa

     Card Number: __________________

     Expiration Date: __________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) __________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card)  _________________________

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

—28—

The Kablegram-LeaderThe Kablegram-LeaderThe Kablegram-LeaderThe Kablegram-LeaderThe Kablegram-LeaderThe Kablegram-LeaderThe Kablegram-LeaderThe Kablegram-LeaderThe Kablegram-LeaderThe Kablegram-Leader

2013 COMBINED VWIL/SMA REUNION
Forty-one VWIL alumnae, eighty-One SMA “Old Boys”,

and five SMA faculty and staff members attended the 2013
Staunton Military Academy/Virginia Women’s Institute for
Leadership All-Class Reunion at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel in
Staunton, Virginia on March 22nd and 23rd. When you add in the
guests, over 200 people enjoyed the reunion in the beautiful
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.  Honors for the oldest SMA class
went to the graduates from 1945, represented by Ralph Sebrell
and Edwin “Ted” Speaker. For VWIL, the oldest class (1999)
boasted five members.  Honors for the highest participation went
to the SMA Class of 1963 with 18 graduates present.  Close
behind was the SMA Class of 1973 with 17 “Old Boys” reporting.
The honors for VWIL belong to the class of 2002 with eight
members present.

The festivities began Friday afternoon with the presentation
of the VWIL Spring Awards in front of Kable Hall, followed with an exhibition by the VWIL Precision Drill Team, the Howie
Rifles. After the award ceremony, the SMA alumni and VWIL alumnae moved to the Memorial Wall, where four new plaques
were dedicated, including Dr. Brenda Bryant, the first VWIL nominee to be added to the wall.  Next, the names of the SMA
graduates who had passed away since the 2012 Reunion were read to the sounding of our old Mess Hall bell. The ceremony
was closed by a 21-gun salute from a rifle squad of VWIL cadets.  Friday evening continued with a barbeque dinner in the old
Mess Hall followed by the annual VWIL Military Ball in the large ball room of the Stonewall Jackson Hotel.  The guest
speaker, Bobby Ross, former head coach of the San Diego Chargers and graduate
of VMI, gave a rousing and humorous talk.

Saturday morning opened with the SMA Alumni Association business meeting,
in which we elected officers and discussed several items of interest to the assembled
alumni. Also present was General Mike Bissell and representatives of the VWIL
Corps of Cadets.

At noon, the combined alumnae/alumni formed on the asphalt for the annual
review on the old SMA parade ground. Following the VWIL alumnae, commanded
by Major Rachael O’Connell, VWIL ’05, the SMA “Old Boys” marched down the
hill in platoon formation, past Kable Hall and the Memorial Building, crossed
Prospect Street, and descended to Kable Field, doing their level best to stay in
step. Passing in front of the already formed VWIL Corps of Cadets, the VWIL
alumnae and SMA “Old Boys” performed an “Eyes Right” before retiring to the

Please, pay your dues!

Tribute to the Alumni by the VWIL Class of 2016



President ...................  William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74
Vice President ...... Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74
Secretary ................................ Al Rossy, SMA ‘74
Treasurer ..................... Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62
Chaplain ....................... Richard Henderson, SMA ‘63

PERMANENT COMMITTEES

ALUMNI RELATIONS
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ‘56 ........... Member

FINANCE
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 .......... Chairman
Edmund A. Smith, SMA ‘76 ..........  Member

LEGAL
Warren Hutton, SMA ‘75 ............... Member

SCHOLARSHIPS
Tom Davis, SMA ’62 ...................... Member
*Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell .........  Advisor

AD-HOC COMMITTEES

SMA-VWIL INITIATIVE
William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74 .......... Chairman
Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73 ............. Member

REUNION
Edmund A. Smith, SMA ‘76 ......... Chairman
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 ..... Member
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ’56 ........... Member
*Jay Nedry, SMA ‘69 ..................... Member

SMA-VWIL MUSEUM
*Brocky Nicely, SMA ‘65 ................. Curator
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ’56 ......... Chairman
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 ..... Member
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 . .......... Member
Dominic (Jack) Dalbo, SMA ‘68 ..... Member
*Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell ........ Member
J. Harvie Martin III, SMA ‘74 .......... Member

KABLEGRAM
Burdette Holmes, SMA ’62 ................ Editor
Amanda Bennett Lancaster, VWIL ’03 ..... Assoc. Editor

WEBSITE
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 ................ Webmaster

AT LARGE
Robert B. Barksdale .......................SMA ’75
Erinn Singman Kaine .................... VWIL ‘02
Mei-Ling Fye ................................. VWIL ‘05

SMA ALUMNI OFFICE
Arlene Nicely ...........SMA Alumni Secretary

* VIP (non board member)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................... $7.00
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield) ....................... $7.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00
_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $17.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $17.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(3)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $10.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold ................ $10.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.
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$____________
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$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________Total:

CADET STOREhelp select new masthead

Pass in Review

By Burdette Holmes

The editorial staff needs your help to redesign The
Kablegram’s masthead.  With the merging the two
publications, the SMA Kablegram and the VWIL Leader,
one of the thorny little issues that arose is what to do
with the old masthead.  It has served us well for many
years, but it does not reflect the reality of our new SMA
VWIL publication.  Our current masthead shows an SMA
shield on the left, the newsletter’s name in the middle,
and a picture of our “ideal” SMA cadet (from sometime
around 1910) on the right.

Changing the newsletter name was fairly easy… we
simply added the word “Leader”.  Redesigning the rest
of the masthead is a little more complicated.  Several
questions come to mind.  Do we want to keep the SMA
shield?  Do we want to add the VWIL shield?  If so,
where do we place it? Do we want to keep the picture of
the “ideal” SMA cadet?  Do we want to add a picture of
an “ideal” VWIL cadet?  If so, where do we find one?
Where do we put it?

As you can tell, these questions are not easily
answered, and your input will help a lot.  We want to
create something simple, yet attractive, both attributes
that were demonstrated by our original masthead.  So
please, give it some thought and send an email to the
editor (holmesbw@comcast.net) with your opinions.
Drawings would help a lot.  The editorial staff will compile
your suggestions and bring them to the face-to-face Board
of Directors meeting in Staunton in the month of
September for a decision.

Thanks for your help; the new masthead will last for
many years.

Burdette Holmes, Editor
1773 Stanford Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55105

Please, pay your dues!
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sideline for the presentation of scholarships and awards. Closing the event, the VWIL Corps conducted a “Pass-In-Review” in
front of a long line of combined graduates of both institutions.

Later that evening, the SMA formal banquet was held in the large ball room at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel. Thanks to the
generosity of its members, the SMA Alumni Association was able to invite a substantial number of VWIL cadets to join us at
our tables. To say the least, their presence was invigorating. Each table had at least one cadet in attendance; we learned a great
deal about the VWIL program and the individual plans of our cadet guests.  The evening’s main speaker was Brigadier General
Doyle D. “Don” Broome, Jr., the President of Hargrave Military Academy.  His remarks about his current task at Hargrave
brought back many memories to the old boys in the room.  The evening was concluded by drawing the winners of the first
SMA-VWIL raffle.

“Old Boys”, It’s Time to Pay Our Dues!
Once each year, the SMA Alumni Association Board of Directors reaches out for your help in perpetuating the legacy and

activities of the SMA Alumni Association, the SMA Foundation, and the SMA Legacy Fund. This year, instead of mailing a
separate “dues” letter, we are printing and mailing the Reunion issue of The Kablegram-Leader, which just happens to contain
this “open” letter requesting your contributions.  Please use the form on the last page of this issue to send your dues payment of
$60.00 for the period of September 1, 2013, through August 31, 2014. This annual funding from you is critical to the continuity of
both the association and the foundation.

Your dues make it possible to maintain and staff our office and museum on a part-time basis, publish The Kablegram-Leader
and other special communications, and perform the various services requested by our alumni. While the SMA Alumni Association
is financially stable today, we operate on a shoestring budget currently provided by a small minority of alumni. To illustrate, we
have an alumni list with almost 3,000 names, yet less than 300 Old Boys pay their dues! Still, the most effective way to continue
and build stability is to rely on our alumni for dues payments and contributions.

Unlike many organizations, our annual reunion does not produce a revenue stream for the association; in fact, the reunion
doesn’t always break even. Add to this the fact that printing and postage costs for The Kablegram-Leader are too high to
maintain.  Each year, the Board of Directors examines our budget and makes adjustments to stay within our means. One example
of that effort is changing The Kablegram-Leader to a less expensive delivery system (online).  Note that this year we are printing
and mailing only the Reunion Issue to all of our known alumni.  The other three issues (September, December, and February) will
remain online.

In addition to paying your association dues (not deductable), please support the SMA Foundation and the SMA Legacy Fund,
where contributions are tax deductible. Through the Foundation, we are able to fund the SMA-VWIL Initiative, our SMA Leadership
Scholarship, and enhancements such as the recent expansion of the archive room in our museum and plaques for the Memorial
Wall. The SMA Legacy Fund is our endowment for the future.  It will support our “legacy” long after the last “Old Boy” has gone
to his final reward, and all dues payments have ceased.  All funds, whether dues payments to the association or contributions to the
foundation, will be acknowledged with a receipt and our appreciation. Gentlemen, no amount is too small!

Our association can continue to thrive only with your involvement, financially and personally. Please accept our appreciation
for your forthcoming dues payment, your contributions to the foundation and legacy fund, and whatever additional time and
resources you devote to the memory of Staunton Military Academy.

Please use the form on the last page of this issue, indicating your dues remittance and any additional contributions you wish to
make to the SMA Foundation and the SMA Legacy Fund. The form will also keep us updated on your address, telephone numbers,
and e-mail addresses.

As our ranks dwindle, your participation becomes even more important. Planning for the future is essential, and we must fund
what we have already pledged to do. That is why I am urgently asking you to send in your dues now. And, ask one of your
classmates to do the same.Thanks, in advance, for your help and support. And mark your calendar for March 28-29, 2014, to
attend our next annual reunion!

Truth, Duty, Honor!

William Bissett, SMA ‘74

Please, Pay your dues!

SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.
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By Greg Robertson

I can only imagine that as some Old Boys read the title of this installment, adolescent giggles from a bygone era will emit from
deep in their throats, and they will glance around to ensure that no one is near enough to see what they are reading. Likewise,
some of the women who start to read it will stop to make a cup of tea, snuggle into the folds of a comfortable sofa, and prepare
themselves for a Harlequin Romance short story. To the dismay of both of these groups, disillusionment will set in as they read on.
This story is about the first time I remember not being true to the school motto of ‘Truth, Duty, Honor.’

Every person that ever put on the uniform of SMA knows the motto of ‘Truth, Duty, Honor.’ I have strived in my life to live
not only to those words, but also to the intent of those words. Though my desires and intentions were normally good, I freely and
humbly admit to failing many times as I tried to live up to these words over the 45 years since I entered the Academy. But, as the
old saying goes, ‘The road to Hell is paved with good intentions’.

As adolescent boys grow, there comes a point in time when each will try to show the world that they have reached that
crossover point that defines them as a man. Different boys use different methods to prove this point. Sometimes the method used
will be to acquire a spot on a sports team. Sometimes adult beverages and getting drunk is the road taken. Another approach is
to have a steady girlfriend. Others will get into a fight for no other reason than to prove their bravery as a man.

In the fall of 1966, as a 14-year-old newly minted Rat, I felt the need to prove myself as a man. As I was not good then (or
now) at anything that involved the use of a ball, sports were out. I did not like the taste of alcohol and did not know the first thing
about girls. That left one route for me to pursue, a fight.

There was also another motive behind this decision. Somewhere, sometime, perhaps junior high school or a movie, I heard
that if you stood up and fought just once, you would not be picked on again. As a freshman at Staunton, I stood only five foot four
and weighed 130 pounds. I was your typical short, pudgy, freckled-faced, redheaded, and peach fuzz-chinned kid who was prime
picking-on material.

I do not remember the name of the cadet that I fought or what the circumstances were that led to the fight. Whatever the
circumstances, I confess that I must have made them up to facilitate the fight. I take responsibility for this, as my motives were
not honorable, I simply wanted to be in a fight. If any SMA Old Boy remembers the incident (or was the person that I fought
with), please email me at smahistory@hotmail.com. I do owe an apology to that person and to the Corps of Cadets as a whole,
as my actions were not within the scope of ‘Truth, Duty, Honor.’ Today, I am not proud of my motives or my actions, but at that
time, it seemed like the right thing to do.

Likewise, I do not remember where I heard of the areas that cadets went to fight one another, but each barracks had its own
pseudo boxing ring. North Barracks had its small internal quadrangle. Kable Hall had the area between the building and the
laundry. South Barracks, my home, had Flag Pole Hill.

However it happened, I made the challenge to my adversary and we found ourselves heading to Flag Pole Hill, followed by
a mass of encouraging cadets. A cadet SFC officiated as sort of a referee and gave us some set of rules including his right to end
the fight if he felt like stopping it. Then he set us to each other.

The next few slices of time were and still are a blur. You have to understand that I had only been in one fight before in my
entire live and that involved rescuing a younger friend in Sixth Grade from a larger bully. The art of fisticuffs was not in my
repertoire of skills, and my only formal training in fighting was from eighth grade gym where instruction in Roman Wrestling
occurred.

As we began to get into it, I reverted to the teachings of the wrestling coach and pushed in close so that blows could not be
easily landed. The next thing I remember is that somehow I ended up with the cadet in a headlock under my right arm. My left
arm and hand were free. So, I started punching him in the face.

Whatever rules we were fighting under, this action must have crossed the line, as hands grabbed us and pulled us apart. The
cadet SFC told us the fight was over and for us to shake hands. I offered my hand happily, as I felt my goal had been accomplished.
I remember the other cadet not being so quick with his hand. We left the Hill separated by yards and probably stayed that way
for as long as we both were present at the Academy.

As I said earlier, today I am not proud of doing this. If there had been a true and honorable reason to fight, that would be
another matter. The only thing I can say is that for the rest of my four years at the Academy, nobody ever picked on me. Whether
it is because people felt I would fight back or whether nobody wanted to pick on me anyway, I do not know.

 However, I do feel that I showed something to myself that day. The trouble is, what I showed was that I was not yet a man,
but was still a boy. It also showed that I had no respect at that time for the motto ‘Truth, Duty, Honor.’

Today I do.

taps
John R. Bell, SMA ‘28

John R. Bell, Vice President of
the class of 1928, died in
Kirkwood, Missouri in 1984.

Editor’s note: Submitted by
his son, John R. Bell II, SMA

’59.

Heiskell Rea Gray, SMA ‘50

Heiskell “H.R.” Gray,
age 80, of Ocean View,
Delaware, formerly of
Suitland, Maryland,
passed away on Tuesday,
October 16, 2012 in
White Sulphur Springs,
West Virginia

He was born on June 5,
1932, son of the late Heiskell and
Cathleen (Dorsey) Gray.  H.R.

graduated from Staunton Military Academy in 1951
and was a licensed attorney in Maryland and D.C. before
his retirement.  Mr. Gray was also the former owner of
the Cedar Hill Inn in Suitland, Maryland, which his family
owned since the 1950’s.  Heiskell enjoyed coaching ASA
18 and under girl’s softball; however, his true enjoyment
was his family, especially his grandchildren.

He is survived by his loving wife of 44 years, Darlene
Ann (Armand) Gray, three children, Tricia Bird and her
husband John of Ocean View, Delaware, John Gray and
his wife Susan of Bethesda, Maryland, and Tracy Gray
of Ellicott City, Maryland, a sister, Eleanor “Sissy”
Mangum of Suitland, Maryland and six grandchildren,
Krisula, Joshua, Hanna, Colin, Wesley, and Wyatt.

The family suggests memorial contributions in
Heiskell’s name to the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society,
1311 Mamaroneck Avenue, Suite 310, White Plains, NY

10605.

Wallington John Ricketts, Jr., SMA ‘61

Wallington John Ricketts
Jr., 70 of Palm Harbor, FL, died
October 2, 2012, at his
daughter’s home of
complications from bladder
cancer. Known by family as
Dad and Pop-Pop and friends
as John, he was born in
Plainfield, NJ, March 5, 1942.
A son of the late Wallington
John, Sr. and Janet Louise
(Beucke) Ricketts, his wife of
43 years, Janet (Fillette)

Ricketts, died August 10, 2010.
Spending his childhood in the United States

and Sumatra, Indonesia, he was a 1961 graduate
of Staunton Military Academy, Staunton, VA.
In 1972, they moved to Florida from Easton, PA,
where they owned 2 Taylor Rental franchises in
the Clearwater area. John was later employed as
national sales manager for Simpson Pressure
Washers, Clearwater, and store manager for
Hometown Hearth, Hudson, FL. He was former
President of the Easton Young Republicans Club

and President of Taylor Rental Association. Many family
adventures involved antique cars, since he was a life
member and enthusiastic supporter of the Antique
Automobile Club of America. He also loved boating and
fishing. This June he received
national recognition for his 1970
Buick GS Stage 1. Known for his
infectious smile and joke-telling,
he was blessed to the have many
close friendships. John was a true
big brother to his sister and a
loving, yet firm father and
grandfather. He lived the last year
of his life to the fullest.

Surviving are his children,
Tracy M. (Jeff A.) Lesher,
Reinholds, PA, and Daniel M.
(Dawn M.) Ricketts, Trinity, FL, grandchildren, Alyssa,
Augie, Ava, Jack, and Anna; and a sister Susan (Fred)
Assenheimer, Florham Park, NJ; numerous nieces and
nephews, and a close, personal friend, Theresa Rothrock.

Cadet Bell in 1928

Cadet Gray in 1951

 Wellington Ricketts
 in 2012

Cadet Ricketts
 in 1961



—5 ——24 —

brieflyVWIL        NEWS
Help Needed from VWIL Alumnae. If you want to be more involved in the alumnae group please contact Amanda Lancaster.
We are also looking to ensure all alumnae are getting updated information on the Corps. We currently post updates to our
Facebook Page: Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership – VWIL Alumnae and through all of the class representatives.
Please continue to send all address and contact updated to the VWIL Office or through your class representatives.

Deadline for the September Kablegram-Leader (Fall Issue).  Currently, we plan to publish the fall issue of the Kablegram-
Leader in September.  Once again, this will be an online issue; so we will not print and mail you a copy UNLESS you request
it from the SMA Alumni Association!  The deadline for articles is August 15th.  And as usual, we really need pictures!

The SMA History Project.  Our historian, Greg Robertson, SMA ’70,  is currently working on Chapter 14 - Buildings and
Grounds. The project has unanswered questions in two areas and is requesting anyone with information on these subjects to
provide what help they can. Anyone with information can email it to smahistory@hotmail.com.

1. From about 1966 until the school closed in Staunton, the Brigade and First Battalion Commanders lived in the Guard
House in the center of South Barracks. A review of yearbooks suggests that living arrangement didn’t start until the 1966-67
school year. If the Brigade and First Battalion Commanders didn’t live in the Guard house prior to the 1966 school year, where
did they live? Were those rooms the traditional rooms for the Brigade and First Battalion Commanders? If the Brigade and First
Battalion Commanders did not live together, who were their roommates? Was this arrangement by choice or by tradition.

2. From the 1964-1965 school year, the mess hall used a cafeteria style service, as opposed to the older waiter style
service that was used from the opening of the school in 1884. A review of the yearbooks suggests that the waiter style service
ended in the summer of 1964. Can anyone verify the date of the changeover from waiter service to cafeteria style service?

VWIL Cadets Shine at Mary Baldwin Honors Convocation
Congratulations to the following VWIL cadets who were recognized at Mary Baldwin’s Honors Convocation.  The awards
included:

    1. Victoria Barrett was tapped for Phi Beta Kappa (the nation’s oldest and most prestigious honor society).

    2. Victoria Barrett, Kaitlyn Cerow, Tesla Goodrich, Amanda Harrison, and Emily Sikorski  were selected for inclusion
 in Who’s Who in American Colleges and Universities.

    3. Victoria Barrett, Kaitlyn Cerow, and Amanda Fadden were recognized as scholar-athletes.

    4. Kaitlyn Cerow received the Outstanding Business Student award.

Hot off the press! This just came in from Rob Norton, SMA ’67.  If there is any interest out there, contact Rob and
get the ball rolling.
 

A bunch of us want to attempt a Band (Drum & Bugle corps) reunion at the next reunion. We talk about it each year
and do nothing...so this year we are attempting something. I think the next step is a blurb (small ad) in the Kablegram, seeing if
there is interest. I there is we would give a proposal to the board. If not, then at least we tried. We can refer email to my email,
I’ll report back!

Rob Norton ‘67, email address =  zephyrnort@aol.com

Representing Nedry ’69, Parris ’70, and Rossie ’73

Young Leaders Earn Recognition through Scholarship

By Amanda Minix

Meagan Barron ‘15 and Emily Carroll ‘16 have a lot in common; both are cadets in the Virginia Women’s Institute for
Leadership who are majoring in political science and minoring in leadership studies. Both enjoy volunteering and playing active
roles within their community, and both have been honored with the Margaret Wren de St. Aubin Leadership Scholarship — an
award recognizing students who display outstanding leadership. Margaret Wren de St. Aubin ‘81 established the scholarship,
which was first awarded during the 2011-–12 academic year to Barron. Designed to encourage leadership and involvement on
campus, the scholarship will recognize an incoming freshman during spring semester each year.

Barron was notified that she received the scholarship last spring, and like her fellow student and this
year’s recipient, Carroll, she reacted with excitement and gratitude. “It was a hard transition from high
school to college, and being 900 miles from home made it more difficult to adjust. I threw myself into
everything at Mary Baldwin, and when I received this scholarship, I felt rewarded for my hard work,”
she said.

A Wake Forest, North Carolina, native, Carroll has also struggled with homesickness and the
scholarship reassured her that she was in the right place. “I am thankful for the honor — it helped me
feel that this is the place for me,” Carroll said, commending de St. Aubin and other donors for their
generosity. “To have alumnae who are willing to give back keeps the Mary Baldwin legacy alive and
encourages future donors’ support. Thank you for the legacy you have left here for me and for future
Squirrel girls,” she said.

Travelling from Plymouth, Indiana, to enter VWIL at MBC, Barron also joined the basketball, volleyball, and tennis teams and
became involved with St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, promoting the youth group among her fellow students. Her athleticism
won her recognition, and she received the USA South Sportsmanship Award, Rookie of the Year, and Total Overall Freshman
Athlete. Toward the end of her freshman year, Barron was elected sophomore class president and spent the beginning of the
2012–13 academic year planning Apple Day, a longstanding community service tradition at MBC. She is also in the President’s
Society and serves as a peer advisor on campus. After graduation, Barron plans on commissioning into the Navy and would like
to attend flight school in Pensacola to become a helicopter pilot.

VWIL also attracted Carroll to MBC. In addition to her leadership studies minor, she is studying
human resources management. Carroll is a member of College Republicans and participates in Colleges
Against Cancer, a branch of American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life. Back home she was active in
United Service Organizations and worked to support deployed soldiers and their families. During her
senior year in high school, Carroll coordinated a homecoming celebration for a returning soldier and
prepared a special meal for him.

The scholarship’s founding donor couldn’t be happier with the recipients. “What amazing young
women they are,” said de St. Aubin. “They are what Mary Baldwin is all about, and both seem very
deserving. They are a credit to MBC and the spirit in which the scholarship was created.” De St. Aubin
received a thank you video  last month in which Barron and Carroll shared their appreciation.

As a member of the college’s Board of Trustees and an alumna, de St. Aubin is passionate about
MBC and the innovation constantly taking place there. She owns travel agency North Carolina Travel, provides leadership for
investment business Wren Industries, and manages the charitable Wren Foundation, which supports community initiatives in her
hometown, Siler City, North Carolina. De St. Aubin felt like she first tapped into her leadership potential as a student at MBC. She
was elected to serve on the Judicial Board and that involvement, along with the nurturing environment at MBC, enhanced her
college experience and contributed to her personal growth. “My greatest hope is that this scholarship encourages young women
to develop and excel as leaders,” she said. “I loved watching the video [of the recipients] — they seem full of energy and I’m just
excited to help.”

Meagan Barron

Emily Carroll
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Wow, What a Surprise!

SMA Lives On at The SMA-VWIL Museum and Memorial Wall!
By Peter Birckhead ‘SMA 73

Did you know…
…that Col. Philip Regar, SMA ’29, presented his class ring to VWIL’s Dr. Brenda Bryant, one of the principal founders of the

VWIL Program, as the first donation to the SMA-VWIL Museum, while the museum was still a distant dream? That ring is on display
along with other class rings.

…that on the Memorial Wall, just outside the museum, there are a variety of historic stories?   For example, the centerpiece of the
wall is the Ultimate Sacrifice plaque, designed and sculpted by Larry Perkins, SMA ’51, dedicated to those 100 SMA cadets and faculty/
staff that perished during WWI, WWII, Korea, & Vietnam.  And don’t forget The Citizen Soldier VWIL Plaque that honors the VWIL
Staff and alumnae and the other varied SMA plaques that tell their own individual stories.

…that on the Memorial Wall there is another section honoring Congressional Medal of Honor winner, Captain David McCampbell,
SMA ’28, the Navy’s WW-II Top Fighter Ace with 34 Victories?

…that the personal bible of the founder of SMA, Captain William H. Kable, was retrieved from a bookstore in Florida?

…the story of 1st Lt. Sarah Small, USAF, VWIL ‘02, the first VWIL alumnae to die in the service of her country?

…the story of General Robert T. Frederick, SMA ‘24, who formed and commanded the 1st Special Forces known as the “Devil’s
Brigade”?  His training and tactics changed the face of warfare and became the forerunner of the US Army Special Forces.

…that the ranks of our alumni include Ricardo Martinelli, SMA ’69, the current President of Panama, and U.S. presidential
candidate Barry Goldwater, SMA ‘28.

Have you seen...

…the photos in the museum showing the early years of the VWIL program, as well as early photos of the SMA Corps of cadets?

…an actual Cadet Room/Press on display with its Spartan like organization and function?  It is all a part of the SMA program,
culture, and training.

…the plaque on the World War I Monument on Flag Pole Hill? It was created by Zolnay, a highly praised sculptor. The SMA
Museum still places a wreath there every Veteran’s Day.  The tradition continues!

I did not know these facts and many more about SMA Alumni, history and proud moments prior to my visit to the SMA-VWIL
Museum and Memorial Wall during our recent 2013 SMA reunion. I was so taken aback by what has been done by a small group of
dedicated individuals to bring the people, the experiences, and the rich traditions of SMA back to life for so many others to enjoy that I
had to share with all of you who have not had a chance to see it for yourself! No visit to our former academy is complete without taking
time to see all that our wonderful museum has to offer. Through the generous financial backing by Hunter Henry Jr., SMA‘46, and the
225 alumni who donated matching funds, coupled with strong leadership and passionate support from Tom Phillips, SMA ‘74, (former
SMAAA President), Mark Orr, SMA ’73, (SMA Legacy Projects Coordinator, SMA Board Member and Webmaster), Dr. Brenda
Bryant and General Mike Bissell, Co-Founders of the VWIL Program, and many others, the SMA-VWIL Museum and Memorial Wall
has come to life. Finally, and most importantly, Arlene Nicely (SMAAA Secretary) and Brocky Nicely (SMA-VWIL Museum Curator)
must be recognized for their immense, heartfelt contributions to see the museum become a reality. Arlene says it best when she says. “
I am proud of the time he (Brocky) has given and the continued work he does to make sure the museum is a place where all
alumni can come home.”

While our school may longer exist in the physical sense, its legacy continues on The Hill through the SMA-VWIL Museum, the
Memorial Wall, and the strong partnership between the SMA Alumni Association, Mary Baldwin College, the VWIL Program and
cadets, and the VWIL Alumnae Association. The VWIL Corps of Cadets and alumnae “get it” and carry our legacy forward by such
small acts as carrying the SMA flag in their parades and continuing many of our traditions. A strong bond has been established between
these organizations. I strongly encourage all of you to return to Staunton and see for yourself!

For more information on the SMA Legacy Projects, including the SMA-VWIL Museum and Memorial Wall, please reference
these articles in the prior editions of the Kablegram:
March 2001: http://www.sma-alumni.org/kg0301.pdf

- Presidents Letter – by Tom Phillips - Ooops - We Did It! – by Mark Orr
June 2001: http://www.sma-alumni.org/kg0601.pdf

- SMA Legacy Projects Nearing Completion – by Mark Orr
Nov 2001: http://www.sma-alumni.org/kg1101.pdf

- SMA Returns to the Hill – by Mark Orr - SMA-VWIL Museum Dedication – text of Speech by Hunter Henry.

VWIL Cadets Score Another First
By Bridget Burner VWIL ’15 March 13, 2013

Two sophomore cadets in Mary Baldwin College’s Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership
(VWIL) have earned the coveted Badge for Military Proficiency awarded by the Bundeswehr,
the armed forces of the Federal Republic of Germany.

Tatiana Western (left) and Kimberly Denny have earned the prestigious German Armed
Forces Badge for Military Proficiency.

Corporals Tatiana Western and Kimberly Denny are among the first three women in the
Marshall-New Market Battalion at Virginia Military Institute (VMI) to be recognized by the
German military.

Cadets in the Marshall-New Market Battalion, which trains Army ROTC cadets at four
institutions — VMI, Mary Baldwin, Washington and Lee University, and Southern Virginia
University — competed in multiple athletic events during a two-day period in November. It
was the first time that female cadets have attempted to complete the tough standards required
to earn the badge.

Reflecting on outstanding VWIL alumnae, Denny noted that she might not be one of the
first female cadets awarded the badge if more of her predecessors had attempted the feat. “I
am sure some would have been successful and earned the badge as well,” she said. “Hopefully
in the upcoming years, more VWIL cadets will compete for the badge.”

The German Armed Forces Badge for Military Proficiency is one of the few foreign
proficiency badges authorized for wear on U.S. military uniforms. American soldiers

value this award because the requirements are extremely challenging. To receive the award, not only must a soldier earn a
recommendation from his commanding officer and also be first aid certified, he must also demonstrate a high level of physical
fitness through an elaborate physical test. The assessment consists of a 3,000-meter run, 100-meter sprint, 200-meter swim, shot
put, and long or high jump. The test is completed within a set amount of time and based on age and gender. Competitors must also
show excellent marksmanship with a pistol, and be able to complete a 12-kilometer ruck march.

When presenting the badges to Western and Denny, Brigadier General Michael Bissell, VWIL commandant, told the cadets,
“Tatiana and Kimberly, congratulations, and what a great honor! I am very proud of you and what you have accomplished.”

VWIL Molly Pitcher Award
Cadet who displays professionalism while representing the VWIL Corps

at MBC and in the Staunton Community.
Awarded a certificate.

Bridget Burner

VWIL Corps Communication Award
Cadet demonstrating commitment to the promotion and publicity of the corps through

marketing and media.
Awarded a certificate.
Elizabeth Limerick

VWIL Physical Training Award
Cadet who has been committed to improving and refining PT within the Corps.

Awarded a certificate.
Kacie Dodd

VWIL 2012 Spring Awards
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by Peter Birckhead ’73,

During our reunion in Staunton last March, quite a few alumni, including myself, were asking about the status on the SMA
Alumni Association Legacy Fund Project and how they might find out more information and make a donation. As a result of my
inquiry, a strong interest to find out more, and the inspiration I got from my fellow classmate, Mark Orr ’73 (who has done so much
for our association), I am now on the SMA Alumni Association Board and the Chairman of the Legacy Fund Committee.  I am
honored to serve you, the alumni, and I feel privileged to be Chairman of The Legacy Fund Project Committee.

After initial discussions with the SMA Alumni Association Board the following preliminary plan has been developed for the Committee:
A. With input from the SMA Alumni Association Board a specific description of Legacy Fund will be written.
B. With input from the SMA Alumni Board, our VWIL partners, the new Board of Visitors, Dr. Pamela Fox (President of

Mary Baldwin College) and SMA Alumni the committee will determine a probable list of projects, items or areas of focus
for the Legacy Fund to fund. Some of these items will be identified to be funded in perpetuity. The SMA Alumni Board will
approved the final list for funding.
If anyone reading this story has specific views on “funding bins” that might either be onetime items or set in
perpetuity to occur year after year, please send an email to me at peterbirckhead@comcast.net or call me at 713-
819-1980 and let’s chat!

C. Once all items are approved a cost will be determined for each. For those perpetuating items, a principal amount will be
determined for which the return on the investment of these dollars would fund the items each year.

D. At this time the Legacy Fund Committee may be expanded in size to accommodate the need to raise the necessary funds.
If anyone reading this story is interested in helping with fund raising activities please let me know. Call me and let’s
chat!

E. A marketing sales action plan will be developed and fund raising will begin.
F. Once the necessary funds are raised, legal documents will be created to effectively lock down these projects and the use

of such funds.
G. A governing board would then be created to properly administer, manage, oversee and distribute these funds. An annual

report would be presented to all interested parties each year.
H. The Legacy Fund Project Committee will then be dissolved.

Here is the approved slate of members of the SMA Alumni Association Legacy Fund Project Committee:

Chairman: Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73
Members:

Warren Hutton SMA ‘75
Tony Shipula ’74
Tom Davis SMA ‘62
Steve Bond SMA ‘61
John Antonelli‘ 61
Bob Poovey SMA ‘60
Amanda Lancaster MBC ‘03

Alternate:
Bill Hildebrand SMA ’73

None Voting/Advisory Members:
Bill Bissett SMA‘74
Mark Orr SMA ‘73

This committee will soon be having its first Strategic Planning Meeting. Updates will be provided in all upcoming issues of The
Kablegram-Leader and postings to the SMA Alumni Website.

As you can well imagine, this is a long process that may take several years to complete. With proper planning, execution and
hard work the desired result of having a well thought out accounting of beneficiaries of the Legacy Fund will be reached. At some
point in the future when all alumni of SMA have gone “up to the hill” for the last time the Legacy Fund will be a lasting remembrance
of our heritage, our values and our contributions.

Truth, Duty, Honor. Peter Birckhead ‘73

Peter Birckhead, ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net
C – 713-819-1980

Sarah K. Small Award
Cadets who have exemplified service and commitment to community and country and

who is commissioning upon graduation.
Awarded each a scholarship - $ $1,295.00.

/Elizabeth Limerick/Amanda Fadden

Dr. Jay Sculley Award
Awarded to a junior cadet who demonstrates special leadership attributes that exemplify the

development and caring of subordinates.
Awarded a scholarship - $100.00

Jordan Berg

National Society Daughters of the America Revolution
Senior in the upper 25% of her graduating class who will seek a commission after graduation.

Awarded a ribbon, certificate and stipend.
Victoria Barrett

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)
Awarded a ribbon and certificate.

Upcoming Senior who is contracting: Jessie Campbell
Upcoming Junior who is contracting: Meagan Barron

Upcoming sophomore who seeks a commission: Sarah Seekins

MOLLUS
VWIL program that selects a short list of outstanding students based on grades and leadership potential.

One key element is that the student is not a graduating senior.
Rachel Jones

VWIL Academic Awards
Awarded a certificate.

Highest GPA in the senior class: Victoria Barrett
Highest GPA in the junior class: Anabel Montano

Highest GPA in the sophomore class: Carolyn Denny
Highest GPA in the freshman class: Alana Rister

VWIL Set Awards
Cadet from each class with highest score on the Strength and Endurance Test (SET).

Awarded a certificate.
Senior: Victoria Barrett and Amanda Harrison (tie)

Junior: Kacie Dodd
Sophomore: Tatiana Western

Freshman: Brenda Echak

VWIL Corps Senior Service Award
Senior with outstanding service to the Corps.

Awarded a certificate.
Tesla Goodrich

VWIL Corps Junior Service Award
Junior with outstanding service to the Corps.

Awarded a certificate.
 Amanda Evans

VWIL 2012 Spring Awards

VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..Continued on page 23
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REUNION ATTENDEES

Forty-one VWIL alumnae, Eighty-one SMA alumni, and thirty-one SMA/MBC/VWIL faculty/staff/patrons and special
guests returned to Staunton for the 2013 SMA VWIL Combined All-Class Reunion. The cadets are listed below in order of
their graduation followed by the faculty/staff. Guests are listed on the right.
SMA CADETS YEAR GUEST STATE
SEBRELL, RALPH L. 45 ANN WILLIS SEBRELL VA
SPEAKER, EDWIN “TED” E. 45 DONNA J. SPEAKER SC
ALLEN, FRANK H. JR. 47 NONE PA
JONES, ALLEN 48 CHERYL JONES MD
WOLFE, HAROLD “HERK” 49 PATTE WOLFE FL
LEEMAN, A. WILLIAM “BILL” 50 JEANETTE LEEMAN VA
REYNOLDS, JOHN S. 50 SHEILA REYNOLDS SC
LAWRENCE, LEE 56 NONE FL
PAINTER, SIMON M. JR. 58 VICKIE PAINTER VA
HURST, WILLIAM J. “JAY” 60 LYNNE P. HURST NJ
LONGYEAR, BARRY B. 60 REGINA LONGYEAR ME
POOVEY, ROBERT L. 60 NONE NC
ANTONELLI, JOHN 61 JOANIE ANTONELLI VA
BOND, STEVE L. 61 NONE MD
BYINGTON, MIKE S. 61 TOMMYE BYINGTON TN
DAVIS, THOMAS A. 62 CONSTANCE DAVIS VA
HERTZBERG, LAWRENCE J. 62 NONE NC
HOLMES, BURDETTE W. 62 NONE MN
BARTLETT, PETER B. 63 NONE VA
BECSEY, LAURENCE S. 63 DEVRA WASSERMAN CA
EVANS, JOHN  C. “JC” 63 NONE TX
FRONCK, PETER A. 63 DONNA FRONCK OH
GROSS, GARY V. 63 NONE TN
HENDERSON, RICHARD A. 63 CAROL J. HENDERSON VA
KETELS, JOHN PAUL 63 JOYE A. B. KETELS D. C.
LANDA, STEPHEN R. 63 NONE OH
LICARI, JOHN M. 63 NONE NC
MANGAN, JAMES “JAY” 63 NONE VA
NOLDE, JOHN A. 63 VA
PENNYPACKER, JOHN E. 63 NONE AZ
PRATT, CLAY 63 DONNA PRATT MO
SKROTSKY, ROBERT W. 63 CHRISTINE SKROTSKY NC
TAYLOR, STEPHEN L. 63 JEAN READ KS
UNGER, DICK M. 63 KATHY UNGER SC
WENDELL, JOHN A. 63 REGINA M. VACCARO, M. D. NY
WHITE, JACK C. JR. 63 MARY W. ALEXANDER NC
DUNIGAN, GEORGE F. 64 NONE OH
ELLIOTT, WARREN D. 64 TINA MEULER VA
HINES, JOHN B. 64 JIM CAGLE  SANDRA BARNES TX
NICELY, BROCKY A. 65 ARLENE C. NICELY VA
LESNIAK, STANLEY J. 67 PATRICIA LESNIAK PA
NORTON, ROBERT K. 67 NONE IA
PARKER, ROBERT M. 67 KARIN SCHIFFMAN VA
PFISTER, WILLIAM “CHIP” 67 KAROL PFISTER GA
DALBO, DOMINICK “JACK” 68 CHRISTINA DALBO PA
NEDRY, JAY C. 69 NONE VA
POMEROY, DAVID R. 69 KAREN BRANDT (POMEROY) VA
RUGGIERO, MICHAEL 69 NONE NJ
VAUGHAN,JOHN W. III 69 CAROLINE M. VAUGHAN VA

VWIL Color Guard in front of Howie Bust.

MacArthur Award
Senior demonstrating, academic excellence, physical training and leadership.

Awarded a medallion, pin to wear on the uniform, a book on MacArthur entitled
“Melbourne & Tokyo, and $100.00 check.

Kaitlyn Cerow

Col. Frank Pancake Award
Senior Demonstrating leadership, academic excellence and the attributes of a citizen solider.

Awarded a medal and $600.00 check.
Amanda Harrison

American Military Schools and Colleges of the United States (AMSCUS) Leadership Award
Junior who exemplifies the characteristics of honor, integrity, and excellence as a leader.

Awarded a ribbon and certificate.
Christina Leyton

VWIL 2012 Spring Awards

Kable Legion of Honor
This order was established, and so named, in honor of the founder of the Staunton
Military Academy, Captain William Hartman Kable.  It represented the highest
honor bestowed by the Staunton Military Academy upon a graduating cadet and
now is the highest honor bestowed by the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership
at Mary Baldwin College.  It is awarded to the cadet whose record is most
conspicuous for leadership, good conduct, academic excellence, integrity of
character, poise and bearing, unselfishness, and continuous loyalty to the highest
standards of duty and exemplary cadet life.

Cadet Kaitlyn Cerow is from Ashburn, Virginia with a major in Business and
minors in Biology and Leadership. Within Mary Baldwin College, Kaitlyn
plays tennis and is a member of STARS and the Greenhouse project. She is
the Commanding Officer of the VWIL Cadet Corps.  She also wants you to
know that she is a proud owner of a hedgehog! 

Cadet Cerow receives Kable Legion of Honor
From Allen Jones, the recipient in 1948.

VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..Continued on page 22
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SMA CADETS YEAR GUEST STATE
KIRCHER, WALTER W. 70 CHERYL KIRCHER SC
HEYARD, PAUL F. 72 NONE MI
HILDEBRAND, JACK 72 NONE FS
MEISE, JOHN J. SR. 72 DEBBIE L. MEISE VA
SPEAKER, GREGORY C. 72 NONE SC
VANCAMP, JAMES “JC” 72 CAROLYN MCDANIEL VA
ANGEMEER, CHARLES W. 73 ALICIA ANGEMEER PA
BARKSDALE, ROBERT B. 73 HELEN K. BARKSDALE VA
BIRCKHEAD, PETER D. 73 ELIZABETH BIRCKHEAD TX
DASTI, CHARLES D. 73 NONE NJ
FAIL, PETER S. 73 JEAN FAIL LA
FINKE, JOHN E. 73 NONE VA
HILDEBRAND, WILLIAM L. 73 NONE AL
MASTROIANNI, DONATO A. 73 NONE CT
MASTROIANNI, GEORGE R. 73 NONE CO
MCDONALD, BLUE 73 NONE OH
ORR, MARK J. 73 NONE VA
PANDAK, W. MICHAEL 73 NONE VA
RYAN, EDWARD J. JR. 73 MARGARET MARY BENNETT NJ
SCHEEL, TIM R. 73 NONE OH
SCHOENFUSS, ART 73 NONE CT
SHIPULA, DAVID A. 73 SHARON SHIPULA PA
ZABROSKI,SCOTT D. 73 NONE NJ
BISSETT, GEORGE 74 NONE OH
BISSETT, WILLIAM K. 74 NONE NC
EHMANN, EUGENE K. 74 NONE NC
MARTIN, J. HARVIE, III 74 BETH HODGE VA
PHILLIPS, THOMAS E. B. 74 NONE VA
ROSSY, AL 74 NONE NJ
SHIPULA, ANTHONY 74 NONE PA
HUTTON, WARREN A. 75 NONE NC
SMITH, EDMUND A. “ED” 76 NONE GA

VWIL CADETS
BAILEY, KAREN ZELIZNAK 1999 MIKE CHAPMAN PA
BALLENGER, SHERRI McCRACKEN 1999
FORMAGUS, JENNIFER VERGNE 1999 BRIAN FORMAGUS AND FAMILY VA
KOSICK, AIMEE HERRERA 1999 AND FAMILY VA
LANZ, JENNIFER ATKINS 1999 VA
ELLISON, CHARLYNDA KELLY 2000 MD
NOSAL, CRYSTAL NEWCOMBE 2000 CARL AND SHERRY NEWCOMBE VA
WOODRUFF, TANARA SCARAMOZZI 2000 FL
HALL, KATHERINE 2001 LAURA SHULTZ VA
KISER, ELIZABETH 2001 ALLISON KISER PA
REESE, KARA 2001 FL
BLISS, LISA 2002 VA
BRIGGS, COLLEEN GREENWOOD 2002 NC
DURBIN, JESSICA 2002 VA
GOODRICH, FELICIA JEFFERSON 2002 MA
KELLEY, SHAUNA DAVIS 2002 WV
POWELL, JENNIFER 2002 VA
ROBERTS, TOYIA RICE 2002 MD
WOODS-ALLEN, DANA 2002 VA
LANCASTER, AMANDA BENNETT 2003 PHILIP LANCASTER VA
O’CONNELL, RACHAEL 2003 JOHN RODER VA

Craig Hanson Memorial Scholarship
A $2,500 scholarship is awarded to a rising junior who has demonstrated

high academic performance and respect of peers.

Editor’s note.  Cadet Wilkerson is from Fredericksburg, Virginia and an Air
Force ROTC cadet. She is a psychology major with a minor in leadership and
biology. Tisha is a student advocate and Global Honor Scholar through Mary
Baldwin. Within VWIL, she is the vice chair of the class of 2015, motor staff
CIC (cadet in charge), a peer advisor, and 4th platoon line corporal.

Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor
A $1000 scholarship is sponsored by Mrs. Donald Windley, widow of Don Windley,
a 1970 graduate of Staunton Military Academy. The scholarship was established

to honor her husband and the SMA principles of Truth, Duty, and Honor.

Cadet Sikorski, from Lusby, Maryland, is majoring in Mathematics and
minoring in Leadership Studies.  She currently holds the position of Sergeant
Major and is a PT Cadre, Peer Advisor, and Hall President.  Emily is contracted
to commission into the U.S. Navy upon graduation.

Barry Longyear Scholarship
A $1,000 scholarship and certificate is awarded to the VWIL cadet

that has made the most improvement in her leadership development within
 the Corps of Cadets.

Cadet Alessandra Gonzalez Rivera was born in Honolulu, Hawaii, but raised
in many cities located in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Texas. Upon graduation
from high school in El Paso, TX, she came to Mary Baldwin to earn a degree
in Anthropology/Sociology and Psychology with a minor in leadership. She
has been Hall President for Woodson dorm (freshman year) and Kable dorm
(junior year). Allesandra is also a member of Autism speaks U and the
Anthropology club on campus. She enjoys reading different genres of books as
well as watching movies.

Presented to Tisha Wilkerson
by Kristina H. Price and Traci H.

Smallwood (Craig Hanson’s Daughters)

Presented to Emily Sikorski
by Brocky A. Nicely, ‘65

Awarded to Alessandra Gonzalez-Rivera.
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VWIL  CADETS YEAR GUEST STATE
WOOLEY, SARAH CERRI 2003 TONY CERRI, WADE WOOLEY VA
LEE, BALLU BANGURA 2004 VA
FACKLAM, AMY ANTHONY 2005 AK
FYE, MEI-LING 2005 JAIME GUARINO VA
HURLEY, EMELIA 2005 VA
JACKSON, ANDREA 2006 VA
STEWART, KARLA 2006 CHANSODA ROEUN CT
CRAMER, ELIZABETH WILLIAMS 2007 VA
COMPTON, REBECCA BURKE 2008 VA
CONNELLY, MAGGIE 2008 NC
FITZHUGH, SUMMER MASON 2009 VA
GEYTON, TAYLOR 2010 MD
PRETZ, JESSICA PORTER 2011 VA
SMITH, AMELIA 2011 VA
AGNEW, ELIZABETH 2012 VA
CLAUSI, COURTNEY 2012 VA
TAYLOR, ANGELA 2012 VA
WAUGH, COURTNEY 2012 VA
WILLIAMSON, AMELIA 2012 JAMES YOUNG VA
PATTON, LEANNE 2013 VA

FACULTY/STAFF/VIP
CRAWFORD, LT. CLAUDE “CHICK” 57 & FAC. WANDA HURLEY VA
CARLETTI, CAPT. PHILLIP FACULTY LOIS CARLETTI VA
CASE, COL. DENNIS G. FACULTY NONE VA
VAMES, MAJOR THOMAS P. FACULTY TESSIE VAMES VA
WEASE, COL. ROBERT WEASE FACULTY MARY ALICE WEASE VA
BROOME, BRIG. GEN. DON HMA DONNA BROOME VA
BRYANT, BRAD MWALL NONE VA
BRYANT, SHARON MWALL NONE VA
DEMORY, ANNA L. MWALL NONE VA
DEMORY, BEN MWALL NONE VA
DEMORY, BRYAN MWALL NONE VA
DEMORY, DAVID MWALL NONE VA
DOVE, MARY MWALL NONE VA
HANSON, CHARLES MWALL NONE VA
HANSON, JOYCE MWALL NONE VA
HYLTON, LINDA MWALL NONE VA
LAW, BRENDA D. MWALL NONE VA
LAW, JESSICA E. MWALL NONE VA
LAW, MOLLY MWALL NONE VA
LAW, SARAH K. MWALL NONE VA
PRICE, KRISTI MWALL NONE MD
PRICE, MATT MWALL NONE MD
ROSNICK, TERRY MWALL NONE
SMALLWOOD, DANNY MWALL NONE MD
SMALLWOOD, TRACI MWALL NONE MD
KABLE, PAGE “LOLO” PATRON ROBERT & KABLE RIZZO VA
WATTS, HOLLEY PATRON VA
FOX, DR. PAMELA PRES.MBC DAN LAYMAN VA
YATES, SUSAN L. S.HALL ‘73 NONE GA
PATRICK, COL. MELISSA VWIL NONE VA
WILSON, LT.GEN FRAN EdD VWIL BRD CAPT. EDWARD D. HEUER

VWIL        NEWS

Awarded to Cadet Barron

Presented to Pauline Langston
 by Bill Bissett ‘74

Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship
A $2,500 scholarship is awarded to a rising junior who has demonstrated excellence
in academics and leadership in the VWIL Corps and who will commission in the
United States Armed Forces.

Meagan Barron is from Plymouth, Indiana.  She is majoring in Political Science
and minoring in Leadership Studies and Communications.  Within Mary Baldwin,
she is the President of the class of 2015, the Vice President for the Habitat for
Humanity Club, and also in the President’s Society.  Last year, as a freshman,
Meagan was a three-sport athlete, receiving the Rookie of the Year award.

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 1
A $1,000 scholarship and certificate is awarded to a rising senior who has

demonstrated
outstanding leadership ability in the VWIL Corps.

Cadet Langston is from a small town called Crewe, Virginia and has a major in
Biology and a minor in Psychology. She is very interested in the human anatomy
and the effects that physical exercise and sports, such as football, can have on
the body. She also loves to sing.  As a matter of fact, she states there is not a day
in her life without the joyful sounds of music or singing.

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2
A $1,000 scholarship and certificate is awarded to a rising sophomore who has

demonstrated outstanding leadership ability in the VWIL Corps.

Cadet Reinhard, from Southern California, is majoring in Applied Mathematics
and Philosophy and is also on track to complete a Leadership minor. She is
seeking a commission within the United States Army.  She is proud to say that
she has been given the opportunity to attend Air Assault School this summer.
Alixandria stays very involved with the Corps and Mary Baldwin College.
Next year she will be on the Cross Country team and on the Judicial Board as
a representative. When not involved with VWIL or Mary Baldwin activities,
she loves attending campus events ran by BPB, the Baldwin Program Board,
challenging herself physically and mentally, and enjoying quality downtime
with friends and family.Presented to Alixandria Reinhard

 by Bill Bissett ‘74
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Howie Rifles begin their routine. Karen Parker presents a VWIL Spring Award.
This is her last year on the VWIL staff.

Col. Melissa Patrick presents an award at
the VWIL Spring Awards Ceremony.

Exchange students Raaghavi and Melba (India)

Dr. Pamela Fox inducts Dr. Brenda Bryant onto
the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall.

Bobby Ross, San Diego Charger Head Coach,
was the guest Speaker at the VWIL Military Ball.

VWIL        NEWS

SMA 2013 Reunion Weekend Awards

Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA
A $2,500 scholarship is awarded to a rising senior who has demonstrated

excellence in academics and leadership in the VWIL Corps.

Cadet Monano was born in Bolivia and came to the U.S.A. when she was 9
years old.  She resides in Arlington, VA and is majoring in Business for a
Sustainable Future and minoring in Elementary Education and Leadership.
Anabel still knows how to speak her native language Quechua as well as
Spanish. She plays soccer and loves to travel and spend time with her family.

Alumnae Internship & Job Placement

by Amanda Bennett Lancaster

We are excited to announce that VWIL is officially starting an internship and job placement program within our SMA and
VWIL Alumnae groups. We are announcing the areas that each non-commissioning cadet is looking for placement. (Commissioning
cadets already have their summer internship arranged by the United States Armed Forces.) Cadet names have not been listed as
part of our privacy policy.  We have listed the educational area (Major) they have declared and the anticipated year of graduation.
We are looking for both summer and academic year internships. We need all SMA alumni and VWIL alumnae interested in helping
with a placement to contact Amanda Bennett Lancaster at: amandamichellelancaster@gmail.com, or cell: 757-320-9215.

Class of 2013:
Stafford, VA Undeclared
Farmville, VA Criminal Justice
Manassas, VA Criminal Justice
Fayetteville, NC Political Science
Chicago, IL Political Science
Matthews, VA Heath Care Administration
Elk Grove, CA Psychology
Glen Allen, VA Heath Care Administration
Hampton, VA Political Science
Spring Valley, CA Business

Class of 2014:
Bel Alton, MD Social Work
Roanoke, VA Biology
South Riding, VA Art
Faber, VA Health Care Administration
Cantonsville, MD Ecomonics

Class of 2015:
Hickory, NC Undeclared
Plano, TX Undeclared

Tampa, FL Applied Math/Bio Chem
Silver Spring, MD Undeclared
Salem, VA Undeclared
Oxford, NC Undeclared
King George, VA Applied Math
Chester, VA Undeclared
Arlington, VA Undeclared
Centreville, VA Undeclared
Herndon, VA Undeclared
Norfolk, VA Undeclared
Portsmouth, VA Undeclared
Woodbridge, VA Undeclared
Snowshoe, WV Undeclared
Johnstown, PA Undeclared
Newport News, VA International Relations/Asian Studies
Williamsburg, VA Undeclared
Hampton, VA Undeclared
Atlanta, GA Undeclared
Manassas, VA Undeclared
Pittsboro, IN Undeclared
Palm Springs, CA Undeclared
Mobile, AL Undeclared
Fort Eustis, VA Undeclared

Presented to Anabel Montano
 by Bill Bissett ‘74
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John Antonelli (‘61), Steve Bond (’60), and
Bob Poovey (’61) wait for the parade.

Major Rachael O’Connell, ’05, leads the
VWIL alumnae across Prospect Street.

SMA Alumni, led by Greg Speaker ‘71,
SMA ‘63, cross Prospect Street.

SMA Alumni enter Kable Field.

Brass Plate that will adorn Richard Staunch’s
Memorial Bench on Flagpole Hill.

Alumni President Bill Bissett, SMA ’74,
 introduces the colors at the banquet.

General Bissell Looking for A SuccessorGeneral Bissell Looking for A SuccessorGeneral Bissell Looking for A SuccessorGeneral Bissell Looking for A SuccessorGeneral Bissell Looking for A Successor

Four new member to SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall

By Dr. Pamela Fox, President of Mary Baldwin College

For eighteen years, Brigadier General Michael Bissell has served Mary Baldwin College as Commandant of Cadets
for Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership.  In partnership with VWIL Founding Director, the late Dr. Brenda L. Bryant,
VWIL grew from an audacious idea into a premiere leadership program for women fostering military and civilian lives of global
citizenship and purpose.   We honor and thank General Bissell for being an enduring exemplar of leadership and service.  We
are grateful that he is currently recovering from a stroke and regaining his eyesight that was temporarily lost as a result, enabling
him to continue at MBC on a temporary basis.  At this point General Bissell has determined that he will begin his transition
toward retirement.

We will now begin the search process for the next Commandant of Cadets.  A prospectus for the position, a national
search strategy, and a broad-based search committee are under development.   General Bissell will continue in his role as
Commandant, working with Deputy Commandant Melissa Patrick as the search is conducted and other positions are filled
within the VWIL staff.   If the search is not concluded by June 30, 2013, we will assess the next few months as the search
continues.

As we pursue the next phase in VWIL’s already distinguished history, we are committed to the vision of VWIL 200 and
building the program.  We need and value General Bissell’s ongoing wisdom and guidance, so he will be named Founding
Commandant Emeritus upon the appointment of the new Commandant. In this capacity he will work in support of his successor
and as liaison with Staunton Military Academy alumni, the newly formed VWIL Board of Advisors, and other key external
constituencies.

Mary Baldwin College is proud of and committed to the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership.  The graduates of
the program are already women of influence and significance around the globe.  We look ahead with great optimism and
anticipation to the next phase in VWIL’s legacy.
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Class of ’63 with Dr. Pamela Fox, MBC President

Dr. Pamela Fox addresses SMA alumni at
Saturday night’s banquet.

Guest speaker Brig. Gen. Don Broome,
President of Hargrave Military Academy

Class of ’73 with Susan L. Yates, Stuart Hall ’73

reunion 2013

Jay Nedrey, SMA ’69, at Memorial Wall Tom Phillips, SMA ’73, speaks of Craig Hanson,
SMA ’74, at his induction to the Memorial Wall.

Major Rachael O’Connell, VWIL 2003,
and Major John Roder.

Mr. VWIL and Brig. General Mike Bissell
celebrate a successful Awards Ceremony.

SMA “Old Boys” seem ready for a little PT.

SMA-VWIL RAFFLE

As a part of the festivities Saturday night at the Formal Banquet, the 2013 Reunion Raffle winners were drawn
from a large bin. Of the 300 tickets available, we were able to sell 183, thus raising $18,300 to be split between the
lucky winners and the SMA Legacy Fund.  To our delight, the grand prize winner was present to accept his reward!
Walter Kircher, SMA ’70, received a BIG check in the amount of $6,100.00, a really good return for a $100 ticket.
Congratulations, Walter!

Walter Kircher, SMA ’70, receives grand prize from Al Rossy.

COMPLETE LIST OF WINNERS
WALTER KIRCHER, SMA ’70 — $6,100
BLUE MCDONALD, SMA ’73 -- $610

JOHN LUCY, SMA ’76 -- $610
JOHN PAUL KETELS, SMA ‘63 — $610

HEIDI CURIE — $305
BRET RITCHIE — $305

ROBERT BARKSDALE, SMA ’75 — $152.50
RALPH SEBRELL, SMA ‘45 — $152.50

WALTER HALUN  — $152.50
BARB AND DON SPRANKLE — $152.50

Music for the Military Ball was provided by
 the VMI Commanders
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Mark Orr, SMA ’73, speaks about CDR William
K. Dove at his induction to the Memorial Wall

Robert Poovey, a VWIL cadet,  and Mr. and Mrs.
Barry Longyear await the parade Saturday morning

A group of SMA “Old Boys” gather on the asphalt. General Bissell, Bill Bissett, and two of Craig Hanson’s
daughters are ready to award the first Hanson scholarship.

Hugs are in order.  Kaitlyn Cerow, receives the
Kable Legion of Honor from Allen Jones,

the recipient in 1948!

Brig. General Mike Bissell awaits the Pass
In Review of the VWIL Corps.

Lt. Courtney Clausi and Elizabeth Agnew, both
VWIL 2012, review the VWIL Corps. VWIL Alumnae stand ready for Pass In Review.

SMA Alumni also stand ready for the VWIL Corps
to Pass In Review.

1st Platoon… Eyes Right!

3rd Platoon… Eyes Right! Jaime Guarino and Captain Mei-Ling Fye,
VWIL  2005, relax after the parade.
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Class of ’63 with Dr. Pamela Fox, MBC President

Dr. Pamela Fox addresses SMA alumni at
Saturday night’s banquet.

Guest speaker Brig. Gen. Don Broome,
President of Hargrave Military Academy

Class of ’73 with Susan L. Yates, Stuart Hall ’73
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Mr. VWIL and Brig. General Mike Bissell
celebrate a successful Awards Ceremony.

SMA “Old Boys” seem ready for a little PT.

SMA-VWIL RAFFLE

As a part of the festivities Saturday night at the Formal Banquet, the 2013 Reunion Raffle winners were drawn
from a large bin. Of the 300 tickets available, we were able to sell 183, thus raising $18,300 to be split between the
lucky winners and the SMA Legacy Fund.  To our delight, the grand prize winner was present to accept his reward!
Walter Kircher, SMA ’70, received a BIG check in the amount of $6,100.00, a really good return for a $100 ticket.
Congratulations, Walter!

Walter Kircher, SMA ’70, receives grand prize from Al Rossy.

COMPLETE LIST OF WINNERS
WALTER KIRCHER, SMA ’70 — $6,100
BLUE MCDONALD, SMA ’73 -- $610

JOHN LUCY, SMA ’76 -- $610
JOHN PAUL KETELS, SMA ‘63 — $610

HEIDI CURIE — $305
BRET RITCHIE — $305

ROBERT BARKSDALE, SMA ’75 — $152.50
RALPH SEBRELL, SMA ‘45 — $152.50

WALTER HALUN  — $152.50
BARB AND DON SPRANKLE — $152.50

Music for the Military Ball was provided by
 the VMI Commanders



—12— —17—

reunion 2013

John Antonelli (‘61), Steve Bond (’60), and
Bob Poovey (’61) wait for the parade.

Major Rachael O’Connell, ’05, leads the
VWIL alumnae across Prospect Street.

SMA Alumni, led by Greg Speaker ‘71,
SMA ‘63, cross Prospect Street.

SMA Alumni enter Kable Field.
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Alumni President Bill Bissett, SMA ’74,
 introduces the colors at the banquet.

General Bissell Looking for A SuccessorGeneral Bissell Looking for A SuccessorGeneral Bissell Looking for A SuccessorGeneral Bissell Looking for A SuccessorGeneral Bissell Looking for A Successor

Four new member to SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall

By Dr. Pamela Fox, President of Mary Baldwin College

For eighteen years, Brigadier General Michael Bissell has served Mary Baldwin College as Commandant of Cadets
for Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership.  In partnership with VWIL Founding Director, the late Dr. Brenda L. Bryant,
VWIL grew from an audacious idea into a premiere leadership program for women fostering military and civilian lives of global
citizenship and purpose.   We honor and thank General Bissell for being an enduring exemplar of leadership and service.  We
are grateful that he is currently recovering from a stroke and regaining his eyesight that was temporarily lost as a result, enabling
him to continue at MBC on a temporary basis.  At this point General Bissell has determined that he will begin his transition
toward retirement.

We will now begin the search process for the next Commandant of Cadets.  A prospectus for the position, a national
search strategy, and a broad-based search committee are under development.   General Bissell will continue in his role as
Commandant, working with Deputy Commandant Melissa Patrick as the search is conducted and other positions are filled
within the VWIL staff.   If the search is not concluded by June 30, 2013, we will assess the next few months as the search
continues.

As we pursue the next phase in VWIL’s already distinguished history, we are committed to the vision of VWIL 200 and
building the program.  We need and value General Bissell’s ongoing wisdom and guidance, so he will be named Founding
Commandant Emeritus upon the appointment of the new Commandant. In this capacity he will work in support of his successor
and as liaison with Staunton Military Academy alumni, the newly formed VWIL Board of Advisors, and other key external
constituencies.

Mary Baldwin College is proud of and committed to the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership.  The graduates of
the program are already women of influence and significance around the globe.  We look ahead with great optimism and
anticipation to the next phase in VWIL’s legacy.
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Howie Rifles begin their routine. Karen Parker presents a VWIL Spring Award.
This is her last year on the VWIL staff.

Col. Melissa Patrick presents an award at
the VWIL Spring Awards Ceremony.

Exchange students Raaghavi and Melba (India)

Dr. Pamela Fox inducts Dr. Brenda Bryant onto
the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall.

Bobby Ross, San Diego Charger Head Coach,
was the guest Speaker at the VWIL Military Ball.

VWIL        NEWS

SMA 2013 Reunion Weekend Awards

Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA
A $2,500 scholarship is awarded to a rising senior who has demonstrated

excellence in academics and leadership in the VWIL Corps.

Cadet Monano was born in Bolivia and came to the U.S.A. when she was 9
years old.  She resides in Arlington, VA and is majoring in Business for a
Sustainable Future and minoring in Elementary Education and Leadership.
Anabel still knows how to speak her native language Quechua as well as
Spanish. She plays soccer and loves to travel and spend time with her family.

Alumnae Internship & Job Placement

by Amanda Bennett Lancaster

We are excited to announce that VWIL is officially starting an internship and job placement program within our SMA and
VWIL Alumnae groups. We are announcing the areas that each non-commissioning cadet is looking for placement. (Commissioning
cadets already have their summer internship arranged by the United States Armed Forces.) Cadet names have not been listed as
part of our privacy policy.  We have listed the educational area (Major) they have declared and the anticipated year of graduation.
We are looking for both summer and academic year internships. We need all SMA alumni and VWIL alumnae interested in helping
with a placement to contact Amanda Bennett Lancaster at: amandamichellelancaster@gmail.com, or cell: 757-320-9215.

Class of 2013:
Stafford, VA Undeclared
Farmville, VA Criminal Justice
Manassas, VA Criminal Justice
Fayetteville, NC Political Science
Chicago, IL Political Science
Matthews, VA Heath Care Administration
Elk Grove, CA Psychology
Glen Allen, VA Heath Care Administration
Hampton, VA Political Science
Spring Valley, CA Business

Class of 2014:
Bel Alton, MD Social Work
Roanoke, VA Biology
South Riding, VA Art
Faber, VA Health Care Administration
Cantonsville, MD Ecomonics

Class of 2015:
Hickory, NC Undeclared
Plano, TX Undeclared

Tampa, FL Applied Math/Bio Chem
Silver Spring, MD Undeclared
Salem, VA Undeclared
Oxford, NC Undeclared
King George, VA Applied Math
Chester, VA Undeclared
Arlington, VA Undeclared
Centreville, VA Undeclared
Herndon, VA Undeclared
Norfolk, VA Undeclared
Portsmouth, VA Undeclared
Woodbridge, VA Undeclared
Snowshoe, WV Undeclared
Johnstown, PA Undeclared
Newport News, VA International Relations/Asian Studies
Williamsburg, VA Undeclared
Hampton, VA Undeclared
Atlanta, GA Undeclared
Manassas, VA Undeclared
Pittsboro, IN Undeclared
Palm Springs, CA Undeclared
Mobile, AL Undeclared
Fort Eustis, VA Undeclared

Presented to Anabel Montano
 by Bill Bissett ‘74
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VWIL  CADETS YEAR GUEST STATE
WOOLEY, SARAH CERRI 2003 TONY CERRI, WADE WOOLEY VA
LEE, BALLU BANGURA 2004 VA
FACKLAM, AMY ANTHONY 2005 AK
FYE, MEI-LING 2005 JAIME GUARINO VA
HURLEY, EMELIA 2005 VA
JACKSON, ANDREA 2006 VA
STEWART, KARLA 2006 CHANSODA ROEUN CT
CRAMER, ELIZABETH WILLIAMS 2007 VA
COMPTON, REBECCA BURKE 2008 VA
CONNELLY, MAGGIE 2008 NC
FITZHUGH, SUMMER MASON 2009 VA
GEYTON, TAYLOR 2010 MD
PRETZ, JESSICA PORTER 2011 VA
SMITH, AMELIA 2011 VA
AGNEW, ELIZABETH 2012 VA
CLAUSI, COURTNEY 2012 VA
TAYLOR, ANGELA 2012 VA
WAUGH, COURTNEY 2012 VA
WILLIAMSON, AMELIA 2012 JAMES YOUNG VA
PATTON, LEANNE 2013 VA

FACULTY/STAFF/VIP
CRAWFORD, LT. CLAUDE “CHICK” 57 & FAC. WANDA HURLEY VA
CARLETTI, CAPT. PHILLIP FACULTY LOIS CARLETTI VA
CASE, COL. DENNIS G. FACULTY NONE VA
VAMES, MAJOR THOMAS P. FACULTY TESSIE VAMES VA
WEASE, COL. ROBERT WEASE FACULTY MARY ALICE WEASE VA
BROOME, BRIG. GEN. DON HMA DONNA BROOME VA
BRYANT, BRAD MWALL NONE VA
BRYANT, SHARON MWALL NONE VA
DEMORY, ANNA L. MWALL NONE VA
DEMORY, BEN MWALL NONE VA
DEMORY, BRYAN MWALL NONE VA
DEMORY, DAVID MWALL NONE VA
DOVE, MARY MWALL NONE VA
HANSON, CHARLES MWALL NONE VA
HANSON, JOYCE MWALL NONE VA
HYLTON, LINDA MWALL NONE VA
LAW, BRENDA D. MWALL NONE VA
LAW, JESSICA E. MWALL NONE VA
LAW, MOLLY MWALL NONE VA
LAW, SARAH K. MWALL NONE VA
PRICE, KRISTI MWALL NONE MD
PRICE, MATT MWALL NONE MD
ROSNICK, TERRY MWALL NONE
SMALLWOOD, DANNY MWALL NONE MD
SMALLWOOD, TRACI MWALL NONE MD
KABLE, PAGE “LOLO” PATRON ROBERT & KABLE RIZZO VA
WATTS, HOLLEY PATRON VA
FOX, DR. PAMELA PRES.MBC DAN LAYMAN VA
YATES, SUSAN L. S.HALL ‘73 NONE GA
PATRICK, COL. MELISSA VWIL NONE VA
WILSON, LT.GEN FRAN EdD VWIL BRD CAPT. EDWARD D. HEUER

VWIL        NEWS

Awarded to Cadet Barron

Presented to Pauline Langston
 by Bill Bissett ‘74

Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship
A $2,500 scholarship is awarded to a rising junior who has demonstrated excellence
in academics and leadership in the VWIL Corps and who will commission in the
United States Armed Forces.

Meagan Barron is from Plymouth, Indiana.  She is majoring in Political Science
and minoring in Leadership Studies and Communications.  Within Mary Baldwin,
she is the President of the class of 2015, the Vice President for the Habitat for
Humanity Club, and also in the President’s Society.  Last year, as a freshman,
Meagan was a three-sport athlete, receiving the Rookie of the Year award.

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 1
A $1,000 scholarship and certificate is awarded to a rising senior who has

demonstrated
outstanding leadership ability in the VWIL Corps.

Cadet Langston is from a small town called Crewe, Virginia and has a major in
Biology and a minor in Psychology. She is very interested in the human anatomy
and the effects that physical exercise and sports, such as football, can have on
the body. She also loves to sing.  As a matter of fact, she states there is not a day
in her life without the joyful sounds of music or singing.

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2
A $1,000 scholarship and certificate is awarded to a rising sophomore who has

demonstrated outstanding leadership ability in the VWIL Corps.

Cadet Reinhard, from Southern California, is majoring in Applied Mathematics
and Philosophy and is also on track to complete a Leadership minor. She is
seeking a commission within the United States Army.  She is proud to say that
she has been given the opportunity to attend Air Assault School this summer.
Alixandria stays very involved with the Corps and Mary Baldwin College.
Next year she will be on the Cross Country team and on the Judicial Board as
a representative. When not involved with VWIL or Mary Baldwin activities,
she loves attending campus events ran by BPB, the Baldwin Program Board,
challenging herself physically and mentally, and enjoying quality downtime
with friends and family.Presented to Alixandria Reinhard

 by Bill Bissett ‘74
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SMA CADETS YEAR GUEST STATE
KIRCHER, WALTER W. 70 CHERYL KIRCHER SC
HEYARD, PAUL F. 72 NONE MI
HILDEBRAND, JACK 72 NONE FS
MEISE, JOHN J. SR. 72 DEBBIE L. MEISE VA
SPEAKER, GREGORY C. 72 NONE SC
VANCAMP, JAMES “JC” 72 CAROLYN MCDANIEL VA
ANGEMEER, CHARLES W. 73 ALICIA ANGEMEER PA
BARKSDALE, ROBERT B. 73 HELEN K. BARKSDALE VA
BIRCKHEAD, PETER D. 73 ELIZABETH BIRCKHEAD TX
DASTI, CHARLES D. 73 NONE NJ
FAIL, PETER S. 73 JEAN FAIL LA
FINKE, JOHN E. 73 NONE VA
HILDEBRAND, WILLIAM L. 73 NONE AL
MASTROIANNI, DONATO A. 73 NONE CT
MASTROIANNI, GEORGE R. 73 NONE CO
MCDONALD, BLUE 73 NONE OH
ORR, MARK J. 73 NONE VA
PANDAK, W. MICHAEL 73 NONE VA
RYAN, EDWARD J. JR. 73 MARGARET MARY BENNETT NJ
SCHEEL, TIM R. 73 NONE OH
SCHOENFUSS, ART 73 NONE CT
SHIPULA, DAVID A. 73 SHARON SHIPULA PA
ZABROSKI,SCOTT D. 73 NONE NJ
BISSETT, GEORGE 74 NONE OH
BISSETT, WILLIAM K. 74 NONE NC
EHMANN, EUGENE K. 74 NONE NC
MARTIN, J. HARVIE, III 74 BETH HODGE VA
PHILLIPS, THOMAS E. B. 74 NONE VA
ROSSY, AL 74 NONE NJ
SHIPULA, ANTHONY 74 NONE PA
HUTTON, WARREN A. 75 NONE NC
SMITH, EDMUND A. “ED” 76 NONE GA

VWIL CADETS
BAILEY, KAREN ZELIZNAK 1999 MIKE CHAPMAN PA
BALLENGER, SHERRI McCRACKEN 1999
FORMAGUS, JENNIFER VERGNE 1999 BRIAN FORMAGUS AND FAMILY VA
KOSICK, AIMEE HERRERA 1999 AND FAMILY VA
LANZ, JENNIFER ATKINS 1999 VA
ELLISON, CHARLYNDA KELLY 2000 MD
NOSAL, CRYSTAL NEWCOMBE 2000 CARL AND SHERRY NEWCOMBE VA
WOODRUFF, TANARA SCARAMOZZI 2000 FL
HALL, KATHERINE 2001 LAURA SHULTZ VA
KISER, ELIZABETH 2001 ALLISON KISER PA
REESE, KARA 2001 FL
BLISS, LISA 2002 VA
BRIGGS, COLLEEN GREENWOOD 2002 NC
DURBIN, JESSICA 2002 VA
GOODRICH, FELICIA JEFFERSON 2002 MA
KELLEY, SHAUNA DAVIS 2002 WV
POWELL, JENNIFER 2002 VA
ROBERTS, TOYIA RICE 2002 MD
WOODS-ALLEN, DANA 2002 VA
LANCASTER, AMANDA BENNETT 2003 PHILIP LANCASTER VA
O’CONNELL, RACHAEL 2003 JOHN RODER VA

Craig Hanson Memorial Scholarship
A $2,500 scholarship is awarded to a rising junior who has demonstrated

high academic performance and respect of peers.

Editor’s note.  Cadet Wilkerson is from Fredericksburg, Virginia and an Air
Force ROTC cadet. She is a psychology major with a minor in leadership and
biology. Tisha is a student advocate and Global Honor Scholar through Mary
Baldwin. Within VWIL, she is the vice chair of the class of 2015, motor staff
CIC (cadet in charge), a peer advisor, and 4th platoon line corporal.

Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor
A $1000 scholarship is sponsored by Mrs. Donald Windley, widow of Don Windley,
a 1970 graduate of Staunton Military Academy. The scholarship was established

to honor her husband and the SMA principles of Truth, Duty, and Honor.

Cadet Sikorski, from Lusby, Maryland, is majoring in Mathematics and
minoring in Leadership Studies.  She currently holds the position of Sergeant
Major and is a PT Cadre, Peer Advisor, and Hall President.  Emily is contracted
to commission into the U.S. Navy upon graduation.

Barry Longyear Scholarship
A $1,000 scholarship and certificate is awarded to the VWIL cadet

that has made the most improvement in her leadership development within
 the Corps of Cadets.

Cadet Alessandra Gonzalez Rivera was born in Honolulu, Hawaii, but raised
in many cities located in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Texas. Upon graduation
from high school in El Paso, TX, she came to Mary Baldwin to earn a degree
in Anthropology/Sociology and Psychology with a minor in leadership. She
has been Hall President for Woodson dorm (freshman year) and Kable dorm
(junior year). Allesandra is also a member of Autism speaks U and the
Anthropology club on campus. She enjoys reading different genres of books as
well as watching movies.

Presented to Tisha Wilkerson
by Kristina H. Price and Traci H.

Smallwood (Craig Hanson’s Daughters)

Presented to Emily Sikorski
by Brocky A. Nicely, ‘65

Awarded to Alessandra Gonzalez-Rivera.
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VWIL        NEWSReunion 2013
REUNION ATTENDEES

Forty-one VWIL alumnae, Eighty-one SMA alumni, and thirty-one SMA/MBC/VWIL faculty/staff/patrons and special
guests returned to Staunton for the 2013 SMA VWIL Combined All-Class Reunion. The cadets are listed below in order of
their graduation followed by the faculty/staff. Guests are listed on the right.
SMA CADETS YEAR GUEST STATE
SEBRELL, RALPH L. 45 ANN WILLIS SEBRELL VA
SPEAKER, EDWIN “TED” E. 45 DONNA J. SPEAKER SC
ALLEN, FRANK H. JR. 47 NONE PA
JONES, ALLEN 48 CHERYL JONES MD
WOLFE, HAROLD “HERK” 49 PATTE WOLFE FL
LEEMAN, A. WILLIAM “BILL” 50 JEANETTE LEEMAN VA
REYNOLDS, JOHN S. 50 SHEILA REYNOLDS SC
LAWRENCE, LEE 56 NONE FL
PAINTER, SIMON M. JR. 58 VICKIE PAINTER VA
HURST, WILLIAM J. “JAY” 60 LYNNE P. HURST NJ
LONGYEAR, BARRY B. 60 REGINA LONGYEAR ME
POOVEY, ROBERT L. 60 NONE NC
ANTONELLI, JOHN 61 JOANIE ANTONELLI VA
BOND, STEVE L. 61 NONE MD
BYINGTON, MIKE S. 61 TOMMYE BYINGTON TN
DAVIS, THOMAS A. 62 CONSTANCE DAVIS VA
HERTZBERG, LAWRENCE J. 62 NONE NC
HOLMES, BURDETTE W. 62 NONE MN
BARTLETT, PETER B. 63 NONE VA
BECSEY, LAURENCE S. 63 DEVRA WASSERMAN CA
EVANS, JOHN  C. “JC” 63 NONE TX
FRONCK, PETER A. 63 DONNA FRONCK OH
GROSS, GARY V. 63 NONE TN
HENDERSON, RICHARD A. 63 CAROL J. HENDERSON VA
KETELS, JOHN PAUL 63 JOYE A. B. KETELS D. C.
LANDA, STEPHEN R. 63 NONE OH
LICARI, JOHN M. 63 NONE NC
MANGAN, JAMES “JAY” 63 NONE VA
NOLDE, JOHN A. 63 VA
PENNYPACKER, JOHN E. 63 NONE AZ
PRATT, CLAY 63 DONNA PRATT MO
SKROTSKY, ROBERT W. 63 CHRISTINE SKROTSKY NC
TAYLOR, STEPHEN L. 63 JEAN READ KS
UNGER, DICK M. 63 KATHY UNGER SC
WENDELL, JOHN A. 63 REGINA M. VACCARO, M. D. NY
WHITE, JACK C. JR. 63 MARY W. ALEXANDER NC
DUNIGAN, GEORGE F. 64 NONE OH
ELLIOTT, WARREN D. 64 TINA MEULER VA
HINES, JOHN B. 64 JIM CAGLE  SANDRA BARNES TX
NICELY, BROCKY A. 65 ARLENE C. NICELY VA
LESNIAK, STANLEY J. 67 PATRICIA LESNIAK PA
NORTON, ROBERT K. 67 NONE IA
PARKER, ROBERT M. 67 KARIN SCHIFFMAN VA
PFISTER, WILLIAM “CHIP” 67 KAROL PFISTER GA
DALBO, DOMINICK “JACK” 68 CHRISTINA DALBO PA
NEDRY, JAY C. 69 NONE VA
POMEROY, DAVID R. 69 KAREN BRANDT (POMEROY) VA
RUGGIERO, MICHAEL 69 NONE NJ
VAUGHAN,JOHN W. III 69 CAROLINE M. VAUGHAN VA

VWIL Color Guard in front of Howie Bust.

MacArthur Award
Senior demonstrating, academic excellence, physical training and leadership.

Awarded a medallion, pin to wear on the uniform, a book on MacArthur entitled
“Melbourne & Tokyo, and $100.00 check.

Kaitlyn Cerow

Col. Frank Pancake Award
Senior Demonstrating leadership, academic excellence and the attributes of a citizen solider.

Awarded a medal and $600.00 check.
Amanda Harrison

American Military Schools and Colleges of the United States (AMSCUS) Leadership Award
Junior who exemplifies the characteristics of honor, integrity, and excellence as a leader.

Awarded a ribbon and certificate.
Christina Leyton

VWIL 2012 Spring Awards

Kable Legion of Honor
This order was established, and so named, in honor of the founder of the Staunton
Military Academy, Captain William Hartman Kable.  It represented the highest
honor bestowed by the Staunton Military Academy upon a graduating cadet and
now is the highest honor bestowed by the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership
at Mary Baldwin College.  It is awarded to the cadet whose record is most
conspicuous for leadership, good conduct, academic excellence, integrity of
character, poise and bearing, unselfishness, and continuous loyalty to the highest
standards of duty and exemplary cadet life.

Cadet Kaitlyn Cerow is from Ashburn, Virginia with a major in Business and
minors in Biology and Leadership. Within Mary Baldwin College, Kaitlyn
plays tennis and is a member of STARS and the Greenhouse project. She is
the Commanding Officer of the VWIL Cadet Corps.  She also wants you to
know that she is a proud owner of a hedgehog! 

Cadet Cerow receives Kable Legion of Honor
From Allen Jones, the recipient in 1948.

VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..Continued on page 22



SMA Alumni Association Legacy Fund Project Committee

— 7 ——22 —

VWIL        NEWS
by Peter Birckhead ’73,

During our reunion in Staunton last March, quite a few alumni, including myself, were asking about the status on the SMA
Alumni Association Legacy Fund Project and how they might find out more information and make a donation. As a result of my
inquiry, a strong interest to find out more, and the inspiration I got from my fellow classmate, Mark Orr ’73 (who has done so much
for our association), I am now on the SMA Alumni Association Board and the Chairman of the Legacy Fund Committee.  I am
honored to serve you, the alumni, and I feel privileged to be Chairman of The Legacy Fund Project Committee.

After initial discussions with the SMA Alumni Association Board the following preliminary plan has been developed for the Committee:
A. With input from the SMA Alumni Association Board a specific description of Legacy Fund will be written.
B. With input from the SMA Alumni Board, our VWIL partners, the new Board of Visitors, Dr. Pamela Fox (President of

Mary Baldwin College) and SMA Alumni the committee will determine a probable list of projects, items or areas of focus
for the Legacy Fund to fund. Some of these items will be identified to be funded in perpetuity. The SMA Alumni Board will
approved the final list for funding.
If anyone reading this story has specific views on “funding bins” that might either be onetime items or set in
perpetuity to occur year after year, please send an email to me at peterbirckhead@comcast.net or call me at 713-
819-1980 and let’s chat!

C. Once all items are approved a cost will be determined for each. For those perpetuating items, a principal amount will be
determined for which the return on the investment of these dollars would fund the items each year.

D. At this time the Legacy Fund Committee may be expanded in size to accommodate the need to raise the necessary funds.
If anyone reading this story is interested in helping with fund raising activities please let me know. Call me and let’s
chat!

E. A marketing sales action plan will be developed and fund raising will begin.
F. Once the necessary funds are raised, legal documents will be created to effectively lock down these projects and the use

of such funds.
G. A governing board would then be created to properly administer, manage, oversee and distribute these funds. An annual

report would be presented to all interested parties each year.
H. The Legacy Fund Project Committee will then be dissolved.

Here is the approved slate of members of the SMA Alumni Association Legacy Fund Project Committee:

Chairman: Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73
Members:

Warren Hutton SMA ‘75
Tony Shipula ’74
Tom Davis SMA ‘62
Steve Bond SMA ‘61
John Antonelli‘ 61
Bob Poovey SMA ‘60
Amanda Lancaster MBC ‘03

Alternate:
Bill Hildebrand SMA ’73

None Voting/Advisory Members:
Bill Bissett SMA‘74
Mark Orr SMA ‘73

This committee will soon be having its first Strategic Planning Meeting. Updates will be provided in all upcoming issues of The
Kablegram-Leader and postings to the SMA Alumni Website.

As you can well imagine, this is a long process that may take several years to complete. With proper planning, execution and
hard work the desired result of having a well thought out accounting of beneficiaries of the Legacy Fund will be reached. At some
point in the future when all alumni of SMA have gone “up to the hill” for the last time the Legacy Fund will be a lasting remembrance
of our heritage, our values and our contributions.

Truth, Duty, Honor. Peter Birckhead ‘73

Peter Birckhead, ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net
C – 713-819-1980

Sarah K. Small Award
Cadets who have exemplified service and commitment to community and country and

who is commissioning upon graduation.
Awarded each a scholarship - $ $1,295.00.

/Elizabeth Limerick/Amanda Fadden

Dr. Jay Sculley Award
Awarded to a junior cadet who demonstrates special leadership attributes that exemplify the

development and caring of subordinates.
Awarded a scholarship - $100.00

Jordan Berg

National Society Daughters of the America Revolution
Senior in the upper 25% of her graduating class who will seek a commission after graduation.

Awarded a ribbon, certificate and stipend.
Victoria Barrett

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)
Awarded a ribbon and certificate.

Upcoming Senior who is contracting: Jessie Campbell
Upcoming Junior who is contracting: Meagan Barron

Upcoming sophomore who seeks a commission: Sarah Seekins

MOLLUS
VWIL program that selects a short list of outstanding students based on grades and leadership potential.

One key element is that the student is not a graduating senior.
Rachel Jones

VWIL Academic Awards
Awarded a certificate.

Highest GPA in the senior class: Victoria Barrett
Highest GPA in the junior class: Anabel Montano

Highest GPA in the sophomore class: Carolyn Denny
Highest GPA in the freshman class: Alana Rister

VWIL Set Awards
Cadet from each class with highest score on the Strength and Endurance Test (SET).

Awarded a certificate.
Senior: Victoria Barrett and Amanda Harrison (tie)

Junior: Kacie Dodd
Sophomore: Tatiana Western

Freshman: Brenda Echak

VWIL Corps Senior Service Award
Senior with outstanding service to the Corps.

Awarded a certificate.
Tesla Goodrich

VWIL Corps Junior Service Award
Junior with outstanding service to the Corps.

Awarded a certificate.
 Amanda Evans

VWIL 2012 Spring Awards

VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..Continued on page 23
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VWIL        NEWS
Wow, What a Surprise!

SMA Lives On at The SMA-VWIL Museum and Memorial Wall!
By Peter Birckhead ‘SMA 73

Did you know…
…that Col. Philip Regar, SMA ’29, presented his class ring to VWIL’s Dr. Brenda Bryant, one of the principal founders of the

VWIL Program, as the first donation to the SMA-VWIL Museum, while the museum was still a distant dream? That ring is on display
along with other class rings.

…that on the Memorial Wall, just outside the museum, there are a variety of historic stories?   For example, the centerpiece of the
wall is the Ultimate Sacrifice plaque, designed and sculpted by Larry Perkins, SMA ’51, dedicated to those 100 SMA cadets and faculty/
staff that perished during WWI, WWII, Korea, & Vietnam.  And don’t forget The Citizen Soldier VWIL Plaque that honors the VWIL
Staff and alumnae and the other varied SMA plaques that tell their own individual stories.

…that on the Memorial Wall there is another section honoring Congressional Medal of Honor winner, Captain David McCampbell,
SMA ’28, the Navy’s WW-II Top Fighter Ace with 34 Victories?

…that the personal bible of the founder of SMA, Captain William H. Kable, was retrieved from a bookstore in Florida?

…the story of 1st Lt. Sarah Small, USAF, VWIL ‘02, the first VWIL alumnae to die in the service of her country?

…the story of General Robert T. Frederick, SMA ‘24, who formed and commanded the 1st Special Forces known as the “Devil’s
Brigade”?  His training and tactics changed the face of warfare and became the forerunner of the US Army Special Forces.

…that the ranks of our alumni include Ricardo Martinelli, SMA ’69, the current President of Panama, and U.S. presidential
candidate Barry Goldwater, SMA ‘28.

Have you seen...

…the photos in the museum showing the early years of the VWIL program, as well as early photos of the SMA Corps of cadets?

…an actual Cadet Room/Press on display with its Spartan like organization and function?  It is all a part of the SMA program,
culture, and training.

…the plaque on the World War I Monument on Flag Pole Hill? It was created by Zolnay, a highly praised sculptor. The SMA
Museum still places a wreath there every Veteran’s Day.  The tradition continues!

I did not know these facts and many more about SMA Alumni, history and proud moments prior to my visit to the SMA-VWIL
Museum and Memorial Wall during our recent 2013 SMA reunion. I was so taken aback by what has been done by a small group of
dedicated individuals to bring the people, the experiences, and the rich traditions of SMA back to life for so many others to enjoy that I
had to share with all of you who have not had a chance to see it for yourself! No visit to our former academy is complete without taking
time to see all that our wonderful museum has to offer. Through the generous financial backing by Hunter Henry Jr., SMA‘46, and the
225 alumni who donated matching funds, coupled with strong leadership and passionate support from Tom Phillips, SMA ‘74, (former
SMAAA President), Mark Orr, SMA ’73, (SMA Legacy Projects Coordinator, SMA Board Member and Webmaster), Dr. Brenda
Bryant and General Mike Bissell, Co-Founders of the VWIL Program, and many others, the SMA-VWIL Museum and Memorial Wall
has come to life. Finally, and most importantly, Arlene Nicely (SMAAA Secretary) and Brocky Nicely (SMA-VWIL Museum Curator)
must be recognized for their immense, heartfelt contributions to see the museum become a reality. Arlene says it best when she says. “
I am proud of the time he (Brocky) has given and the continued work he does to make sure the museum is a place where all
alumni can come home.”

While our school may longer exist in the physical sense, its legacy continues on The Hill through the SMA-VWIL Museum, the
Memorial Wall, and the strong partnership between the SMA Alumni Association, Mary Baldwin College, the VWIL Program and
cadets, and the VWIL Alumnae Association. The VWIL Corps of Cadets and alumnae “get it” and carry our legacy forward by such
small acts as carrying the SMA flag in their parades and continuing many of our traditions. A strong bond has been established between
these organizations. I strongly encourage all of you to return to Staunton and see for yourself!

For more information on the SMA Legacy Projects, including the SMA-VWIL Museum and Memorial Wall, please reference
these articles in the prior editions of the Kablegram:
March 2001: http://www.sma-alumni.org/kg0301.pdf

- Presidents Letter – by Tom Phillips - Ooops - We Did It! – by Mark Orr
June 2001: http://www.sma-alumni.org/kg0601.pdf

- SMA Legacy Projects Nearing Completion – by Mark Orr
Nov 2001: http://www.sma-alumni.org/kg1101.pdf

- SMA Returns to the Hill – by Mark Orr - SMA-VWIL Museum Dedication – text of Speech by Hunter Henry.

VWIL Cadets Score Another First
By Bridget Burner VWIL ’15 March 13, 2013

Two sophomore cadets in Mary Baldwin College’s Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership
(VWIL) have earned the coveted Badge for Military Proficiency awarded by the Bundeswehr,
the armed forces of the Federal Republic of Germany.

Tatiana Western (left) and Kimberly Denny have earned the prestigious German Armed
Forces Badge for Military Proficiency.

Corporals Tatiana Western and Kimberly Denny are among the first three women in the
Marshall-New Market Battalion at Virginia Military Institute (VMI) to be recognized by the
German military.

Cadets in the Marshall-New Market Battalion, which trains Army ROTC cadets at four
institutions — VMI, Mary Baldwin, Washington and Lee University, and Southern Virginia
University — competed in multiple athletic events during a two-day period in November. It
was the first time that female cadets have attempted to complete the tough standards required
to earn the badge.

Reflecting on outstanding VWIL alumnae, Denny noted that she might not be one of the
first female cadets awarded the badge if more of her predecessors had attempted the feat. “I
am sure some would have been successful and earned the badge as well,” she said. “Hopefully
in the upcoming years, more VWIL cadets will compete for the badge.”

The German Armed Forces Badge for Military Proficiency is one of the few foreign
proficiency badges authorized for wear on U.S. military uniforms. American soldiers

value this award because the requirements are extremely challenging. To receive the award, not only must a soldier earn a
recommendation from his commanding officer and also be first aid certified, he must also demonstrate a high level of physical
fitness through an elaborate physical test. The assessment consists of a 3,000-meter run, 100-meter sprint, 200-meter swim, shot
put, and long or high jump. The test is completed within a set amount of time and based on age and gender. Competitors must also
show excellent marksmanship with a pistol, and be able to complete a 12-kilometer ruck march.

When presenting the badges to Western and Denny, Brigadier General Michael Bissell, VWIL commandant, told the cadets,
“Tatiana and Kimberly, congratulations, and what a great honor! I am very proud of you and what you have accomplished.”

VWIL Molly Pitcher Award
Cadet who displays professionalism while representing the VWIL Corps

at MBC and in the Staunton Community.
Awarded a certificate.

Bridget Burner

VWIL Corps Communication Award
Cadet demonstrating commitment to the promotion and publicity of the corps through

marketing and media.
Awarded a certificate.
Elizabeth Limerick

VWIL Physical Training Award
Cadet who has been committed to improving and refining PT within the Corps.

Awarded a certificate.
Kacie Dodd

VWIL 2012 Spring Awards
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Help Needed from VWIL Alumnae. If you want to be more involved in the alumnae group please contact Amanda Lancaster.
We are also looking to ensure all alumnae are getting updated information on the Corps. We currently post updates to our
Facebook Page: Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership – VWIL Alumnae and through all of the class representatives.
Please continue to send all address and contact updated to the VWIL Office or through your class representatives.

Deadline for the September Kablegram-Leader (Fall Issue).  Currently, we plan to publish the fall issue of the Kablegram-
Leader in September.  Once again, this will be an online issue; so we will not print and mail you a copy UNLESS you request
it from the SMA Alumni Association!  The deadline for articles is August 15th.  And as usual, we really need pictures!

The SMA History Project.  Our historian, Greg Robertson, SMA ’70,  is currently working on Chapter 14 - Buildings and
Grounds. The project has unanswered questions in two areas and is requesting anyone with information on these subjects to
provide what help they can. Anyone with information can email it to smahistory@hotmail.com.

1. From about 1966 until the school closed in Staunton, the Brigade and First Battalion Commanders lived in the Guard
House in the center of South Barracks. A review of yearbooks suggests that living arrangement didn’t start until the 1966-67
school year. If the Brigade and First Battalion Commanders didn’t live in the Guard house prior to the 1966 school year, where
did they live? Were those rooms the traditional rooms for the Brigade and First Battalion Commanders? If the Brigade and First
Battalion Commanders did not live together, who were their roommates? Was this arrangement by choice or by tradition.

2. From the 1964-1965 school year, the mess hall used a cafeteria style service, as opposed to the older waiter style
service that was used from the opening of the school in 1884. A review of the yearbooks suggests that the waiter style service
ended in the summer of 1964. Can anyone verify the date of the changeover from waiter service to cafeteria style service?

VWIL Cadets Shine at Mary Baldwin Honors Convocation
Congratulations to the following VWIL cadets who were recognized at Mary Baldwin’s Honors Convocation.  The awards
included:

    1. Victoria Barrett was tapped for Phi Beta Kappa (the nation’s oldest and most prestigious honor society).

    2. Victoria Barrett, Kaitlyn Cerow, Tesla Goodrich, Amanda Harrison, and Emily Sikorski  were selected for inclusion
 in Who’s Who in American Colleges and Universities.

    3. Victoria Barrett, Kaitlyn Cerow, and Amanda Fadden were recognized as scholar-athletes.

    4. Kaitlyn Cerow received the Outstanding Business Student award.

Hot off the press! This just came in from Rob Norton, SMA ’67.  If there is any interest out there, contact Rob and
get the ball rolling.
 

A bunch of us want to attempt a Band (Drum & Bugle corps) reunion at the next reunion. We talk about it each year
and do nothing...so this year we are attempting something. I think the next step is a blurb (small ad) in the Kablegram, seeing if
there is interest. I there is we would give a proposal to the board. If not, then at least we tried. We can refer email to my email,
I’ll report back!

Rob Norton ‘67, email address =  zephyrnort@aol.com

Representing Nedry ’69, Parris ’70, and Rossie ’73

Young Leaders Earn Recognition through Scholarship

By Amanda Minix

Meagan Barron ‘15 and Emily Carroll ‘16 have a lot in common; both are cadets in the Virginia Women’s Institute for
Leadership who are majoring in political science and minoring in leadership studies. Both enjoy volunteering and playing active
roles within their community, and both have been honored with the Margaret Wren de St. Aubin Leadership Scholarship — an
award recognizing students who display outstanding leadership. Margaret Wren de St. Aubin ‘81 established the scholarship,
which was first awarded during the 2011-–12 academic year to Barron. Designed to encourage leadership and involvement on
campus, the scholarship will recognize an incoming freshman during spring semester each year.

Barron was notified that she received the scholarship last spring, and like her fellow student and this
year’s recipient, Carroll, she reacted with excitement and gratitude. “It was a hard transition from high
school to college, and being 900 miles from home made it more difficult to adjust. I threw myself into
everything at Mary Baldwin, and when I received this scholarship, I felt rewarded for my hard work,”
she said.

A Wake Forest, North Carolina, native, Carroll has also struggled with homesickness and the
scholarship reassured her that she was in the right place. “I am thankful for the honor — it helped me
feel that this is the place for me,” Carroll said, commending de St. Aubin and other donors for their
generosity. “To have alumnae who are willing to give back keeps the Mary Baldwin legacy alive and
encourages future donors’ support. Thank you for the legacy you have left here for me and for future
Squirrel girls,” she said.

Travelling from Plymouth, Indiana, to enter VWIL at MBC, Barron also joined the basketball, volleyball, and tennis teams and
became involved with St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, promoting the youth group among her fellow students. Her athleticism
won her recognition, and she received the USA South Sportsmanship Award, Rookie of the Year, and Total Overall Freshman
Athlete. Toward the end of her freshman year, Barron was elected sophomore class president and spent the beginning of the
2012–13 academic year planning Apple Day, a longstanding community service tradition at MBC. She is also in the President’s
Society and serves as a peer advisor on campus. After graduation, Barron plans on commissioning into the Navy and would like
to attend flight school in Pensacola to become a helicopter pilot.

VWIL also attracted Carroll to MBC. In addition to her leadership studies minor, she is studying
human resources management. Carroll is a member of College Republicans and participates in Colleges
Against Cancer, a branch of American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life. Back home she was active in
United Service Organizations and worked to support deployed soldiers and their families. During her
senior year in high school, Carroll coordinated a homecoming celebration for a returning soldier and
prepared a special meal for him.

The scholarship’s founding donor couldn’t be happier with the recipients. “What amazing young
women they are,” said de St. Aubin. “They are what Mary Baldwin is all about, and both seem very
deserving. They are a credit to MBC and the spirit in which the scholarship was created.” De St. Aubin
received a thank you video  last month in which Barron and Carroll shared their appreciation.

As a member of the college’s Board of Trustees and an alumna, de St. Aubin is passionate about
MBC and the innovation constantly taking place there. She owns travel agency North Carolina Travel, provides leadership for
investment business Wren Industries, and manages the charitable Wren Foundation, which supports community initiatives in her
hometown, Siler City, North Carolina. De St. Aubin felt like she first tapped into her leadership potential as a student at MBC. She
was elected to serve on the Judicial Board and that involvement, along with the nurturing environment at MBC, enhanced her
college experience and contributed to her personal growth. “My greatest hope is that this scholarship encourages young women
to develop and excel as leaders,” she said. “I loved watching the video [of the recipients] — they seem full of energy and I’m just
excited to help.”

Meagan Barron

Emily Carroll



—4 —

life as a cadet - the first timelife as a cadet - the first timelife as a cadet - the first timelife as a cadet - the first timelife as a cadet - the first time

—25 —

By Greg Robertson

I can only imagine that as some Old Boys read the title of this installment, adolescent giggles from a bygone era will emit from
deep in their throats, and they will glance around to ensure that no one is near enough to see what they are reading. Likewise,
some of the women who start to read it will stop to make a cup of tea, snuggle into the folds of a comfortable sofa, and prepare
themselves for a Harlequin Romance short story. To the dismay of both of these groups, disillusionment will set in as they read on.
This story is about the first time I remember not being true to the school motto of ‘Truth, Duty, Honor.’

Every person that ever put on the uniform of SMA knows the motto of ‘Truth, Duty, Honor.’ I have strived in my life to live
not only to those words, but also to the intent of those words. Though my desires and intentions were normally good, I freely and
humbly admit to failing many times as I tried to live up to these words over the 45 years since I entered the Academy. But, as the
old saying goes, ‘The road to Hell is paved with good intentions’.

As adolescent boys grow, there comes a point in time when each will try to show the world that they have reached that
crossover point that defines them as a man. Different boys use different methods to prove this point. Sometimes the method used
will be to acquire a spot on a sports team. Sometimes adult beverages and getting drunk is the road taken. Another approach is
to have a steady girlfriend. Others will get into a fight for no other reason than to prove their bravery as a man.

In the fall of 1966, as a 14-year-old newly minted Rat, I felt the need to prove myself as a man. As I was not good then (or
now) at anything that involved the use of a ball, sports were out. I did not like the taste of alcohol and did not know the first thing
about girls. That left one route for me to pursue, a fight.

There was also another motive behind this decision. Somewhere, sometime, perhaps junior high school or a movie, I heard
that if you stood up and fought just once, you would not be picked on again. As a freshman at Staunton, I stood only five foot four
and weighed 130 pounds. I was your typical short, pudgy, freckled-faced, redheaded, and peach fuzz-chinned kid who was prime
picking-on material.

I do not remember the name of the cadet that I fought or what the circumstances were that led to the fight. Whatever the
circumstances, I confess that I must have made them up to facilitate the fight. I take responsibility for this, as my motives were
not honorable, I simply wanted to be in a fight. If any SMA Old Boy remembers the incident (or was the person that I fought
with), please email me at smahistory@hotmail.com. I do owe an apology to that person and to the Corps of Cadets as a whole,
as my actions were not within the scope of ‘Truth, Duty, Honor.’ Today, I am not proud of my motives or my actions, but at that
time, it seemed like the right thing to do.

Likewise, I do not remember where I heard of the areas that cadets went to fight one another, but each barracks had its own
pseudo boxing ring. North Barracks had its small internal quadrangle. Kable Hall had the area between the building and the
laundry. South Barracks, my home, had Flag Pole Hill.

However it happened, I made the challenge to my adversary and we found ourselves heading to Flag Pole Hill, followed by
a mass of encouraging cadets. A cadet SFC officiated as sort of a referee and gave us some set of rules including his right to end
the fight if he felt like stopping it. Then he set us to each other.

The next few slices of time were and still are a blur. You have to understand that I had only been in one fight before in my
entire live and that involved rescuing a younger friend in Sixth Grade from a larger bully. The art of fisticuffs was not in my
repertoire of skills, and my only formal training in fighting was from eighth grade gym where instruction in Roman Wrestling
occurred.

As we began to get into it, I reverted to the teachings of the wrestling coach and pushed in close so that blows could not be
easily landed. The next thing I remember is that somehow I ended up with the cadet in a headlock under my right arm. My left
arm and hand were free. So, I started punching him in the face.

Whatever rules we were fighting under, this action must have crossed the line, as hands grabbed us and pulled us apart. The
cadet SFC told us the fight was over and for us to shake hands. I offered my hand happily, as I felt my goal had been accomplished.
I remember the other cadet not being so quick with his hand. We left the Hill separated by yards and probably stayed that way
for as long as we both were present at the Academy.

As I said earlier, today I am not proud of doing this. If there had been a true and honorable reason to fight, that would be
another matter. The only thing I can say is that for the rest of my four years at the Academy, nobody ever picked on me. Whether
it is because people felt I would fight back or whether nobody wanted to pick on me anyway, I do not know.

 However, I do feel that I showed something to myself that day. The trouble is, what I showed was that I was not yet a man,
but was still a boy. It also showed that I had no respect at that time for the motto ‘Truth, Duty, Honor.’

Today I do.

taps
John R. Bell, SMA ‘28

John R. Bell, Vice President of
the class of 1928, died in
Kirkwood, Missouri in 1984.

Editor’s note: Submitted by
his son, John R. Bell II, SMA

’59.

Heiskell Rea Gray, SMA ‘50

Heiskell “H.R.” Gray,
age 80, of Ocean View,
Delaware, formerly of
Suitland, Maryland,
passed away on Tuesday,
October 16, 2012 in
White Sulphur Springs,
West Virginia

He was born on June 5,
1932, son of the late Heiskell and
Cathleen (Dorsey) Gray.  H.R.

graduated from Staunton Military Academy in 1951
and was a licensed attorney in Maryland and D.C. before
his retirement.  Mr. Gray was also the former owner of
the Cedar Hill Inn in Suitland, Maryland, which his family
owned since the 1950’s.  Heiskell enjoyed coaching ASA
18 and under girl’s softball; however, his true enjoyment
was his family, especially his grandchildren.

He is survived by his loving wife of 44 years, Darlene
Ann (Armand) Gray, three children, Tricia Bird and her
husband John of Ocean View, Delaware, John Gray and
his wife Susan of Bethesda, Maryland, and Tracy Gray
of Ellicott City, Maryland, a sister, Eleanor “Sissy”
Mangum of Suitland, Maryland and six grandchildren,
Krisula, Joshua, Hanna, Colin, Wesley, and Wyatt.

The family suggests memorial contributions in
Heiskell’s name to the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society,
1311 Mamaroneck Avenue, Suite 310, White Plains, NY

10605.

Wallington John Ricketts, Jr., SMA ‘61

Wallington John Ricketts
Jr., 70 of Palm Harbor, FL, died
October 2, 2012, at his
daughter’s home of
complications from bladder
cancer. Known by family as
Dad and Pop-Pop and friends
as John, he was born in
Plainfield, NJ, March 5, 1942.
A son of the late Wallington
John, Sr. and Janet Louise
(Beucke) Ricketts, his wife of
43 years, Janet (Fillette)

Ricketts, died August 10, 2010.
Spending his childhood in the United States

and Sumatra, Indonesia, he was a 1961 graduate
of Staunton Military Academy, Staunton, VA.
In 1972, they moved to Florida from Easton, PA,
where they owned 2 Taylor Rental franchises in
the Clearwater area. John was later employed as
national sales manager for Simpson Pressure
Washers, Clearwater, and store manager for
Hometown Hearth, Hudson, FL. He was former
President of the Easton Young Republicans Club

and President of Taylor Rental Association. Many family
adventures involved antique cars, since he was a life
member and enthusiastic supporter of the Antique
Automobile Club of America. He also loved boating and
fishing. This June he received
national recognition for his 1970
Buick GS Stage 1. Known for his
infectious smile and joke-telling,
he was blessed to the have many
close friendships. John was a true
big brother to his sister and a
loving, yet firm father and
grandfather. He lived the last year
of his life to the fullest.

Surviving are his children,
Tracy M. (Jeff A.) Lesher,
Reinholds, PA, and Daniel M.
(Dawn M.) Ricketts, Trinity, FL, grandchildren, Alyssa,
Augie, Ava, Jack, and Anna; and a sister Susan (Fred)
Assenheimer, Florham Park, NJ; numerous nieces and
nephews, and a close, personal friend, Theresa Rothrock.

Cadet Bell in 1928

Cadet Gray in 1951

 Wellington Ricketts
 in 2012

Cadet Ricketts
 in 1961
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sideline for the presentation of scholarships and awards. Closing the event, the VWIL Corps conducted a “Pass-In-Review” in
front of a long line of combined graduates of both institutions.

Later that evening, the SMA formal banquet was held in the large ball room at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel. Thanks to the
generosity of its members, the SMA Alumni Association was able to invite a substantial number of VWIL cadets to join us at
our tables. To say the least, their presence was invigorating. Each table had at least one cadet in attendance; we learned a great
deal about the VWIL program and the individual plans of our cadet guests.  The evening’s main speaker was Brigadier General
Doyle D. “Don” Broome, Jr., the President of Hargrave Military Academy.  His remarks about his current task at Hargrave
brought back many memories to the old boys in the room.  The evening was concluded by drawing the winners of the first
SMA-VWIL raffle.

“Old Boys”, It’s Time to Pay Our Dues!
Once each year, the SMA Alumni Association Board of Directors reaches out for your help in perpetuating the legacy and

activities of the SMA Alumni Association, the SMA Foundation, and the SMA Legacy Fund. This year, instead of mailing a
separate “dues” letter, we are printing and mailing the Reunion issue of The Kablegram-Leader, which just happens to contain
this “open” letter requesting your contributions.  Please use the form on the last page of this issue to send your dues payment of
$60.00 for the period of September 1, 2013, through August 31, 2014. This annual funding from you is critical to the continuity of
both the association and the foundation.

Your dues make it possible to maintain and staff our office and museum on a part-time basis, publish The Kablegram-Leader
and other special communications, and perform the various services requested by our alumni. While the SMA Alumni Association
is financially stable today, we operate on a shoestring budget currently provided by a small minority of alumni. To illustrate, we
have an alumni list with almost 3,000 names, yet less than 300 Old Boys pay their dues! Still, the most effective way to continue
and build stability is to rely on our alumni for dues payments and contributions.

Unlike many organizations, our annual reunion does not produce a revenue stream for the association; in fact, the reunion
doesn’t always break even. Add to this the fact that printing and postage costs for The Kablegram-Leader are too high to
maintain.  Each year, the Board of Directors examines our budget and makes adjustments to stay within our means. One example
of that effort is changing The Kablegram-Leader to a less expensive delivery system (online).  Note that this year we are printing
and mailing only the Reunion Issue to all of our known alumni.  The other three issues (September, December, and February) will
remain online.

In addition to paying your association dues (not deductable), please support the SMA Foundation and the SMA Legacy Fund,
where contributions are tax deductible. Through the Foundation, we are able to fund the SMA-VWIL Initiative, our SMA Leadership
Scholarship, and enhancements such as the recent expansion of the archive room in our museum and plaques for the Memorial
Wall. The SMA Legacy Fund is our endowment for the future.  It will support our “legacy” long after the last “Old Boy” has gone
to his final reward, and all dues payments have ceased.  All funds, whether dues payments to the association or contributions to the
foundation, will be acknowledged with a receipt and our appreciation. Gentlemen, no amount is too small!

Our association can continue to thrive only with your involvement, financially and personally. Please accept our appreciation
for your forthcoming dues payment, your contributions to the foundation and legacy fund, and whatever additional time and
resources you devote to the memory of Staunton Military Academy.

Please use the form on the last page of this issue, indicating your dues remittance and any additional contributions you wish to
make to the SMA Foundation and the SMA Legacy Fund. The form will also keep us updated on your address, telephone numbers,
and e-mail addresses.

As our ranks dwindle, your participation becomes even more important. Planning for the future is essential, and we must fund
what we have already pledged to do. That is why I am urgently asking you to send in your dues now. And, ask one of your
classmates to do the same.Thanks, in advance, for your help and support. And mark your calendar for March 28-29, 2014, to
attend our next annual reunion!

Truth, Duty, Honor!

William Bissett, SMA ‘74

Please, Pay your dues!

SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.



President ...................  William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74
Vice President ...... Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74
Secretary ................................ Al Rossy, SMA ‘74
Treasurer ..................... Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62
Chaplain ....................... Richard Henderson, SMA ‘63

PERMANENT COMMITTEES

ALUMNI RELATIONS
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ‘56 ........... Member

FINANCE
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 .......... Chairman
Edmund A. Smith, SMA ‘76 ..........  Member

LEGAL
Warren Hutton, SMA ‘75 ............... Member

SCHOLARSHIPS
Tom Davis, SMA ’62 ...................... Member
*Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell .........  Advisor

AD-HOC COMMITTEES

SMA-VWIL INITIATIVE
William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74 .......... Chairman
Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73 ............. Member

REUNION
Edmund A. Smith, SMA ‘76 ......... Chairman
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 ..... Member
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ’56 ........... Member
*Jay Nedry, SMA ‘69 ..................... Member

SMA-VWIL MUSEUM
*Brocky Nicely, SMA ‘65 ................. Curator
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ’56 ......... Chairman
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 ..... Member
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 . .......... Member
Dominic (Jack) Dalbo, SMA ‘68 ..... Member
*Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell ........ Member
J. Harvie Martin III, SMA ‘74 .......... Member

KABLEGRAM
Burdette Holmes, SMA ’62 ................ Editor
Amanda Bennett Lancaster, VWIL ’03 ..... Assoc. Editor

WEBSITE
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 ................ Webmaster

AT LARGE
Robert B. Barksdale .......................SMA ’75
Erinn Singman Kaine .................... VWIL ‘02
Mei-Ling Fye ................................. VWIL ‘05

SMA ALUMNI OFFICE
Arlene Nicely ...........SMA Alumni Secretary

* VIP (non board member)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................... $7.00
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield) ....................... $7.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00
_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $17.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $17.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(3)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $10.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold ................ $10.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________Total:

CADET STOREhelp select new masthead

Pass in Review

By Burdette Holmes

The editorial staff needs your help to redesign The
Kablegram’s masthead.  With the merging the two
publications, the SMA Kablegram and the VWIL Leader,
one of the thorny little issues that arose is what to do
with the old masthead.  It has served us well for many
years, but it does not reflect the reality of our new SMA
VWIL publication.  Our current masthead shows an SMA
shield on the left, the newsletter’s name in the middle,
and a picture of our “ideal” SMA cadet (from sometime
around 1910) on the right.

Changing the newsletter name was fairly easy… we
simply added the word “Leader”.  Redesigning the rest
of the masthead is a little more complicated.  Several
questions come to mind.  Do we want to keep the SMA
shield?  Do we want to add the VWIL shield?  If so,
where do we place it? Do we want to keep the picture of
the “ideal” SMA cadet?  Do we want to add a picture of
an “ideal” VWIL cadet?  If so, where do we find one?
Where do we put it?

As you can tell, these questions are not easily
answered, and your input will help a lot.  We want to
create something simple, yet attractive, both attributes
that were demonstrated by our original masthead.  So
please, give it some thought and send an email to the
editor (holmesbw@comcast.net) with your opinions.
Drawings would help a lot.  The editorial staff will compile
your suggestions and bring them to the face-to-face Board
of Directors meeting in Staunton in the month of
September for a decision.

Thanks for your help; the new masthead will last for
many years.

Burdette Holmes, Editor
1773 Stanford Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55105

Please, pay your dues!
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Telephone: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org
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SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: SMA Legacy Fund Contribution:      (payable to: SMA Foundation, Inc.) $___________
•  The Legacy Fund is an endowment fund intended to perpetuate our SMA Legacy, as the number of our alumni
decline.
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2013 COMBINED VWIL/SMA REUNION
Forty-one VWIL alumnae, eighty-One SMA “Old Boys”,

and five SMA faculty and staff members attended the 2013
Staunton Military Academy/Virginia Women’s Institute for
Leadership All-Class Reunion at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel in
Staunton, Virginia on March 22nd and 23rd. When you add in the
guests, over 200 people enjoyed the reunion in the beautiful
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.  Honors for the oldest SMA class
went to the graduates from 1945, represented by Ralph Sebrell
and Edwin “Ted” Speaker. For VWIL, the oldest class (1999)
boasted five members.  Honors for the highest participation went
to the SMA Class of 1963 with 18 graduates present.  Close
behind was the SMA Class of 1973 with 17 “Old Boys” reporting.
The honors for VWIL belong to the class of 2002 with eight
members present.

The festivities began Friday afternoon with the presentation
of the VWIL Spring Awards in front of Kable Hall, followed with an exhibition by the VWIL Precision Drill Team, the Howie
Rifles. After the award ceremony, the SMA alumni and VWIL alumnae moved to the Memorial Wall, where four new plaques
were dedicated, including Dr. Brenda Bryant, the first VWIL nominee to be added to the wall.  Next, the names of the SMA
graduates who had passed away since the 2012 Reunion were read to the sounding of our old Mess Hall bell. The ceremony
was closed by a 21-gun salute from a rifle squad of VWIL cadets.  Friday evening continued with a barbeque dinner in the old
Mess Hall followed by the annual VWIL Military Ball in the large ball room of the Stonewall Jackson Hotel.  The guest
speaker, Bobby Ross, former head coach of the San Diego Chargers and graduate
of VMI, gave a rousing and humorous talk.

Saturday morning opened with the SMA Alumni Association business meeting,
in which we elected officers and discussed several items of interest to the assembled
alumni. Also present was General Mike Bissell and representatives of the VWIL
Corps of Cadets.

At noon, the combined alumnae/alumni formed on the asphalt for the annual
review on the old SMA parade ground. Following the VWIL alumnae, commanded
by Major Rachael O’Connell, VWIL ’05, the SMA “Old Boys” marched down the
hill in platoon formation, past Kable Hall and the Memorial Building, crossed
Prospect Street, and descended to Kable Field, doing their level best to stay in
step. Passing in front of the already formed VWIL Corps of Cadets, the VWIL
alumnae and SMA “Old Boys” performed an “Eyes Right” before retiring to the

Please, pay your dues!

Tribute to the Alumni by the VWIL Class of 2016
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