
Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73

As reported in the December edition of the Kablegram-Leader,
the SMA Eagle is the coveted symbol of our school; it was proudly
displayed for over 50 years under the vestibule of North Barracks. It
had been falling apart ever since it was placed outside the museum near
the Memorial Wall in the early 2000’s.

The Legacy Fund Committee along with the Board of Directors of
our alumni association is proud to report that our beloved SMA Eagle
has been fully restored and protected from further decay for many years
to come.

Due to the herculean efforts of Jack Lowe, SMA Class of 1949,
and resident of Staunton, Virginia and his friend and fellow sculptor,
Halvor Aaslestad, also a resident of Staunton, the project was completed
for significantly less cost than what was originally projected. Jack and
Halvor sourced, coordinated, and actually performed the work
themselves. Instead of having to replace the eagle with a newly casted

replica, Jack and Halvor found a way to preserve it, using a specialized two part polymer compound to reattach broken pieces
and to cover the eagle in a protectant material. Additionally, a canopy was constructed
to shield the eagle from future harsh weather. As you see in the photo above, the
SMA Eagle once again stands proudly! Tom Davis and Arlene and Brocky Nicely
helped coordinate the project.

Jack Lowe learned the trade and process of mixing and using polymer compounds
during his career working with
companies on hydroelectric dams
and in the tire retreading business.

Thankfully, with both Jack and
Halvor residing in Staunton and
knowing this unique trade, we all
benefited with having our beloved
SMA Eagle brought back to an
almost new condition.

Hal and Jack met at a local
church function and learned that
they both enjoyed sculpturing, and
thus a friendship developed.
Halvor retired from Yale University
as Assistant Dean of Research.
While at Yale, he also taught
Biology.
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SMA EAGLE RESTORATION PROJECT IS COMPLETE
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Our beautiful eagle… fully restored and well protected.

Before restoration, our broken eagle was
badly cracked and missing pieces.
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:
_____ Blue: L-XL (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ... $10.00
_____ Gray: L-3X (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   M-3X
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_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $35.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $40.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold .................. $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
   Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope .. $3.00
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................... $13.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................... $15.00
    $71.00 and above .................................................................. $17.00

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.
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CADET STORE

Pass in Review

reflections from the hill

Over the past several months,
the Board, with the guidance of
Peter Birckhead  has been trying
to determine how or if the SMA
Eagle that used to be above the
entrance to North Barracks could
be saved or duplicated.  For the
past several years, it has been part
of the display next to the Memorial
Wall.  When it would snow, the
clearing crew would dump the snow

over the wall.  Unfortunately, the snow usually was dumped on
the Eagle and it was coming apart.  To recast the Eagle was
going to be very expensive. Jack Lowe came forward with a
plan.  The Board accepted the plan, and Jack and his friend
Hal Aaslestad put many hours working on the Eagle.  It has
now been completed to everyone’s delight.  It also has a roof
over it and will soon have lighting so that it can be seen at night.
Everyone should thank Jack and Hal for their efforts.

Our grant writer and Peter Birckhead have obtained a grant
that will allow us to put all the old SMA records into a computer
archive, where grades and other details will be forever secure.
Sensitive records can only to be accessed by authorized
personnel, but many of our records will be available to all.

One of my goals during my tenure as your President is to
develop chapters for the Alumni Association.  Philadelphia had
a chapter called the Alexander Patch chapter, when I attended
the Academy.  The youngest Alum of the Academy is about 57
years of age.  As time passes, it will become more difficult for
our Alums to make it to Staunton for the Reunion.  Thus, my
thought is that we have chapters throughout the Country, if not
the world.  I am finding that it is difficult for me in Staunton to
make this happen.  Some Alums have come forward and held
small get-togethers, but I hope to see more.  If you are interested
in starting a local chapter, let the office know, and we will help
you begin.

Finally, I have received word that two of the greatest SMA
football players have passed away this year: Lou Michaels and
Bill Quinlan.  Both were outstanding in college and played in
the pros for a number of years.  I met Lou at a reunion a few
years ago, and we told stories about our years playing for SMA.
It was a joy.

Tom Davis, SMA ‘62
President, SMA Alumni Association

Tom Davis
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

Continued on page 4

The specialized and quite expensive polymer materials were purchased from Industrial Maintenance Solutions Incorporated,
based in Edinburg, Virginia, and the canopy was purchased from and installed by Buffalo Gap Home Improvements of Churchville,
Virginia.

All of the expenses involved with this project were covered by very generous donations made by the following alumni:

David Beduhn, 69
Robert Digiacomo ‘69
Phillip Farber ’69
John Fuog’70
John Garner, ‘53
Kevin Gorman, ‘70
George Jennings, ‘64
Robert Lehman ’69

A plaque will be placed near the eagle recognizing these alumni. Additional recognition goes to Jack Vaughan and Peter
Worth: Jack for his initial donation to get the project started and for reaching out to his fellow 1969 classmates for
donations and support and Peter for providing matching funds making this project possible. Both Jack and Peter have been
long-time supporters of the SMA Alumni Association and Foundation.  THANK YOU GENTLEMEN FOR YOUR
CONTINUED SUPPORT !

Additional recognition of Jack Vaughan’s, Jack Lowe’s and Halvor Aaslestad’s contributions will occur during the
Memorial Wall Ceremonies at our 2016 Reunion. Another great reason for all alumni to attend! Come and see your
beloved SMA Eagle and recognize your fellow alumni.

Peter Birckhead ‘73

Editor’s note.  If you have an interest in sponsoring one of our future projects, please contact Peter directly at
peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 713-819-1980.

Life as a Cadet - Dating (or Not Dating) Stuart Hall

Stuart Hall. What more needs to be said? There was
always a special relationship between SMA and Stuart Hall.
In the 1908 SMA yearbook, there is a Lamentation from
Stuart Hall and a Petition to the cadets asking them to
return. There is no information about what caused the rift
and even the thought of young viral cadets purposely staying
away from those young ladies is mind-boggling. However,
it was an important enough issue that some juniors and/or
sophomores at Stuart Hall felt the need to spend money to
document their sorrow forever in the SMA yearbook.

Note: Just for those of you that are wondering, I
am not trying to be politically correct by referring to
the girls that attended Stuart Hall as young ladies. This
term is the best way I feel I can describe my impression
of the few that I came to know back then. In addition,
I have always thought that just as the cadets at SMA
were being taught to be southern gentlemen, the female
students at Stuart Hall were being taught to be young

By Gregory P. Robertson

ladies. Also, please don’t think that I am discounting
the local town girls or the ones that attended Fairfax
Hall, but the Stuart Hall girls were reasonably close
enough to allow easy visits during times of leave and
also were in the same basic situation we were in; that
is, attending school away from home and under strict
supervision.

Now, back to the story of my long-term non-relationship
with Stuart Hall. The young ladies of Stuart Hall would
arrive on chartered buses at SMA for mixers and dances.
The cadets would then try their hardest to impress them in
the short time available. With about a five to one ratio of
cadets to Stuart Hall girls, the competition was rough for
us cadets and most likely exhausting for the young ladies. I
don’t know if the young ladies were ordered (to use the
SMA term) to the mixers and dances early in the school
year or whether it was a voluntary thing, but come they did

Larry Lombardi, ‘69
Louis Stathis ‘70
Leslie Taylor, ‘66
David Tinker, ‘69
Jack Vaughan, ‘69
Donald Westbrook ’69
Gary Waple ‘66
Peter Worth, ’57
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Life as a Cadet - Dating (or Not Dating) Stuart Hall cont.

Continued from page 3
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in their conservative dresses and would stand in a group while
being assaulted by hundreds of adolescent eyes.

During my first three years at the Academy, I did not try
to date any of the young ladies from the Hall. I was a shy
boy who did not know how to foster a relationship with a
member of the opposite sex. My attempts at conversation
usually turned into a tongue-tied ramble that caused the
interest of the young lady I was trying to impress to quickly
wane. She would then turn her attention to the next boy in
line.

I did go to the Rat mixer, held on the grounds of the
Superintendent’s House, my freshman year. I drank punch
from a paper cup while holding cookies in my other hand,
afraid to move forward to the line of young ladies standing
together in the grass. Other cadets did beat paths across the
void and were successful in obtaining dates for the first dance.
Some even formed relationships that survive to this very day.
However, full of sugar cookies and red punch, I languished
on the grass, afraid to move. Even though I did not approach
them then or any other time during those first three years,
my non-relationship with Stuart Hall dates back to my first
weekend at SMA.

SMA required all cadets to attend church services every
Sunday. During the first week of my Rat year at SMA, my
squad leader came into my room and asked me what religion
I was. When I said Episcopal, he told me that on Sunday
morning, as the church squads were forming on the asphalt,
I should go with him and join the one heading to the Emmanuel
Episcopal Church. When I asked him why that one, he told
me that it was the church across the street from Stuart Hall.
Now, at that point in my SMA career, I barely knew what the
asphalt was let alone what Stuart Hall was. But, like a good
Rat private, I stopped asking questions and followed him that
Sunday to the asphalt where the multiple groups of cadets
were forming up to head to church. We joined a group of
cadets in the throngs of organizing into a formation slightly
larger than a platoon but smaller than a company. Only the
Catholic Church formation was larger. It was truly company
size and had split itself into two platoons.

Later, I found out there was a second Episcopal Church
in town, the Trinity Episcopal Church. This church was larger
than the Emmanuel Episcopal Church and was the one that
SMA used for the Commencement Baccalaureate Services.
However, it did not have fifty or so young ladies sitting together
in it. Hence, the church squad for Trinity never quite reached
the size of Emmanuel except at Commencement when all
the seniors and the band marched there for one last trip
through the town.

After that, every Sunday until I graduated, I sat in the
pews on the left side of the Emmanuel Episcopal Church and
watched the young ladies from Stuart Hall file quietly into
the pews on the right. Between the two groups of high school
age attendees, the church filled every service. Maybe they

had another service for adults. After the service, the cadets
would have about ten minutes to try to visit with the young
ladies before having to form up for the march back to SMA.
Continuing in my standard fashion, I never had the nerve to
walk up and start a conversation. I stood on the sidewalk
watching the braver cadets do their thing. I even became an
alter boy at the church in an attempt to garner more time to
build my nerve since I did not have to march back and forth
with the formation. It did not work. I never got the nerve.

Consequently, during my freshman and sophomore years,
I would watch the busload of young ladies from Stuart Hall
arrive on the asphalt for dances. They would meet their dates
as they got off the bus then be escorted down the stairs and
onto the dance floor. I would sit in the balcony of the large
gym with all the other dateless non-dancers to watch the
moving and grooving on the floor below. Then, it was back to
my room to read a sci-fi paperback.

In my junior year, I invited a girl from my old neighborhood
in Richmond up for the formal dances. Not that I had any real
desire to allow anyone to watch me “shake my bootie” since
rhythm and I never really got along, but it provided the opportunity
for me to leave the balcony and be seen on the floor. Luckily, the
dance floor was crowded enough to hide my inability to carry a
beat. I always said later in life that if I had any rhythm in my
body, I would not have worked as a Rock & Roll Roadie during
the 1970’s, I would have been on the stage. However, that is the
subject for another column. For the informal dances, I remained
in the balcony or hung around the bandstand to watch the
musicians. When I got bored with that, it was back to the sci-fi
paperbacks in my room.

Only in my senior year did I venture out, walk the half-
mile or so down Frederick Street, and climb the stairs of the
front entrance into that mystical front parlor. One of my
friends, R. (names are hidden to protect the innocent), had
graduated from SMA the year before. The young lady that
he had been dating at Stuart Hall for his last two years at
SMA, K., was a year younger and therefore was left behind
when he graduated. I had met K. through R. as an
acquaintance, talking with her and R. after parades and the
occasional run-in downtown while on leave.

I contacted K. early in September of our senior year and
asked to take her for a walk in Gypsy Hill Park on the following
Sunday afternoon. I do not remember the exact rules she
was under as a senior regarding going out with a boy. Perhaps
one of the former young ladies of Stuart Hall can enlighten
the Kablegram readers at a future time. But, the rules did
allow us to walk through the park unsupervised. However,
we still could not engage in any PDA (Public Displays of
Affection) except holding hands.

She accepted my offer, and after church and second
mess, I accompanied several other cadets to Stuart Hall. I
climbed those stairs for the first time and went into that
mysterious parlor that I had heard so much about from other

to Dr. David Greenwald and his staff at Medical Oncology
Associates. They would be remiss without recognizing Hospice
of the Sacred Heart for their compassionate care during his
final days.

At Lou’s request, a private family viewing and funeral
service will be held. A Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated in St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Swoyersville,
with Monsignor John J. Sempa, officiating. Interment with
the Rite of Committal will follow in Saint Mary’s Roman
Catholic Cemetery, Swoyersville. A public Mass in celebration
of the life of Lou Michaels will be announced at a future
date.

In lieu of flowers, a donation may be made to Live with
Autism, P.O. Box 436, Mountain Top, PA 18707, or the
National Multiple Sclerosis Society, Pennsylvania Keystone
Chapter, 2000 Linglestown Road, Suite 201, Harrisburg, PA
17110.
Originally published in Citizen’s Voice on January 21,
2016.

Rev. Dr. George Tompkins, SMA ‘69
(updated from the December issue)

Rev. Canon George J. Tompkins of Glasgow,
Virginia and
Charleston, South
Carolina, died
November 17,
2015 at the age of
64.  He was the
valedictorian for
the SMA class of
1969 and Captain of the Band
Company.  After SMA, he
received a bachelor’s degree
from the University of Virginia,
a master’s degree from Yale
University, and a doctorate

from the University of the South (Swanee).
Canon Tompkins devoted his life to the Episcopal Church.

He served as curate of Bruton Parish Church in Williamsburg,
Virginia and as priest at St. Thomas Episcopal Church in
Windsor, North Carolina.  Thereafter, he was rector at Old
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina
for 19 years until his retirement.

The Spanish classes he took at SMA laid the foundation
for his fluency in the language, which he used to minister to

members of the Latino community in Charleston and on
missions to the Dominican Republic.  During his retirement,
he was active in the Rockbridge County Historical Association
and the Lexington Historical Association.

Canon Tompkins is survived by this sister, Sallie Tompkins
Thieleck, an alumna of Stuart Hall and two sons.

Editor’s note.  This update to our brief mention of Canon
Tompkins’ passing in our December issue was sent to us by
his friend and SMA classmate, Karl Lahring.  Karl also
mentioned that Canon Tompkins served as an “acolyte” at
Emmanuel Epicsopal Church in Staunton, while he was a
cadet at SMA.

John Eugene Toth, SMA ‘54

The Lord took John Eugene
Toth, 77, into his house Sunday,
June 15, 2014 after a prolonged
battle with Alzheimer’s
Disease.

He is survived by his sons:
John Eugene Jr. [Jay]
and his wife Gayle,
Bryan Lee, and Dean
Arnold and his wife
Theresa; grandsons,
John Eugene III and
Benjamin Lee;
granddaughter Nicole
and great-grandson
Maddox; and his brother Steve and his wife Barbara,
of Tucson, Ariz.

John was born in Youngstown, Ohio, the son of John and
Irene Toth. He graduated from Staunton Military
Academy in 1954 and graduated from Youngstown State
University. He was married to Carol, also from Youngstown,
who left for the Lord’s House in July 2012.

John’s early working career spanned from the life
insurance business to ownership of two Mr. Steak restaurants
in Youngstown. He and Carole moved to Sierra Vista, Ariz.
in 1978, where he became the Director of the Sierra Vista
Chamber of Commerce. He joined Wick Communications,
Inc. and ultimately became the publisher of the Half Moon
Bay, Calif., and Benson and Willcox, Ariz. newspapers,
before retiring and moving to Tucson.

He’s resting comfortably now — and he will be missed.

Cadet Toth in 1954.

Cadet Tompkins in 1969.
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taps cont. Life as a Cadet - Dating (or Not Dating) Stuart Hall cont.

cadets. Some cadets waited in the hallway entrance for
their dates while others, who were dating young ladies that
were not allowed out without supervision, sat a respectable
distance from their dates on the parlor furniture talking
about who knows what. I certainly did not have a clue as
to what to talk about on a date and that became readily
apparent soon enough.

When we started talking on our walk, I had no idea
what to talk about except the one thing we had in common,
knowing her former boyfriend. Given over 45 more years
of experience in male-female relationships, I now realize
the mistake in engaging in that topic. We did have another
walking date the following Sunday with the same results.
The following week, as you might expect, a letter came
from her somehow smuggled out through whatever
methods used in such instances.

In it, she said that she was trying get over not having
R. around after dating him for two years and our
conversations about him were not helping. She felt it would
be best if we did not see each other again. While it was
heart breaking for me to be dumped even from such a
short relationship, her words were kind, ringing with an
honesty and sincerity that I expected from one of the young
ladies of Stuart Hall. It took away some of the sting. Some,
but not all. So ended my first and only attempt at dating
Stuart Hall during my time at SMA.

The girl from Richmond continued to come up for the
formal dances and my weekends continued to be filled
with sci-fi paperbacks, self-imposed study periods, or
movies downtown with the other single cadets rather than
walks in the park with a lovely young lady. I do believe
that K., still broken-hearted over the absence of R. and
the failure of me to fill his shoes, took a drastic inexcusable
measure to relieve her anguish in the form of dating a cadet
from AMA for the rest of the year.

I did have one more personal bit of contact with another
young lady from Stuart Hall. This one started just prior to
graduation and ended during the following summer.

There was one particularly attractive young lady that I
had admired from a distance. This young lady, S., was the
roommate of a girl who went steady with a cadet acquaintance
of mine. She would come to Sunday parades with other Stuart
Hall attendees, and I would also see her at times Friday nights
walking downtown with other young ladies. I even went to
the effort of asking about her and the only response I remember
was that she was from Berlin.

I do not remember exactly why this stopped me from
further pursuit, but it did. Maybe the distance across the
ocean to that city was the determining factor or maybe my
feeling that since she was from Berlin, her father must be
high in the military and that was not something I wanted to
add into my life, I had enough military already. Maybe it
was just an excuse to not get shut down again. For whatever
the reason, I dropped any further effort at contact.

That all changed one Saturday evening close to
graduation when I was invited over to the in-town home of
a classmate. This cadet, who had been a day student his
first two years at the Academy, became a boarding student
his junior year for reasons unknown to me. His sister
attended Stuart Hall as a day student. The other cadets
there that night were mostly senior cadets and seemed to
be regulars at these Saturday night events (a.k.a. parties).
To this day, I do not know why I was invited, since I had
never been invited before. What I have come to believe
was that the purpose of these parties was a way for these
senior cadets to meet with their girlfriends in a more relaxed
environment than the Stuart Hall Parlor or the local movie
theater. The Stuart Hall young ladies could come as a group
to the house of one of their classmates and return to the
campus as a group.

When I arrived at the house, S. was already there. For
another unremembered reason, I actually approached her and
struck up a conversation. Maybe it was close enough to the
end of the school year that I did not care about being shot
down. I knew that I would only have to deal with the pain of
any rejection for another few weeks. Then, it was off to college
and a completely new life anyway. So talk I did.

We talked about our individual upcoming graduations
and college in the fall. She mentioned that she would be
going to a state college in Maryland. I asked, “Why there?”
She said since she lived in Maryland, that seemed the right
place to go. I told her that someone had told me that she
was from Berlin and she said, “Yes, Berlin, Maryland.”

This hit me in a not so funny way. I told her that if I had
known that, I would have asked her out a long time ago. Who
knows if I would have, but I wanted to express my desires.
We continued to talk for the rest of the evening then exchanged
addresses with promises to write after graduation.

I wrote her over the summer and she invited me to
come visit her in Berlin. We had an enjoyable two days
driving around in my new (actually used) MGB and visiting
nearby Ocean City. We ate with her family and I spent my
nights in their camping trailer. In the end though, we both
realized that we were heading to new phases in our lives
and starting a long distance relationship would be futile. I
left the day after that second night and returned to Richmond
ready to head to college and whatever lay ahead for me.

As I drove away with her standing on her parent’s
yard, I thought of opportunities lost but with a new
confidence in my ability to form relationships with women.
I remember feeling that if someone as cute and intelligent
as her would have an interest in me, maybe I had a chance
for love after all.

I have not had any contact with S. in the ensuing 45
years. But, I have always been grateful to her for leaving
me with that feeling of confidence.

children, he was a lifelong resident of Swoyersville, residing
in the family homestead until his death. Known for his prowess
on the football field, Lou was one of the greatest athletes to
come out of the Wyoming Valley.

Lou started his education at Swoyersville High School
where his athletic talent was first noticed. A three-sport
athlete, Lou was a two-way starter on the 1951 Swoyersville
Sailors Eastern Conference Championship football team.
After his sophomore year, Lou went on to finish his high
school education at Staunton Military Academy in Virginia.
At Staunton, Lou was a four-sport letter-winner, but it was
on the gridiron where he excelled. Lou received a scholarship
to play football at the University of Kentucky, from which he
graduated in 1958 with a Bachelors of Art degree in
education. While at Kentucky, Lou became a two-time
consensus All-American as an offensive and defensive
lineman in 1956 and 1957. He was also selected as the
Southeastern Conference Player of the Year in 1957, and
finished fourth in the voting for the Heisman Trophy in 1957.
In addition to playing offense and defense, he was a kicker
and punter as well. He was the epitome of an ironman –
NEVER LEAVING THE FIELD!

Lou went on to have an illustrious 13-year professional
career in the NFL. Drafted in the first round, Lou
was the fourth overall pick by the Los Angeles
Rams in 1958. In 1961, he went to play for the
Pittsburgh Steelers, and was selected to the Pro
Bowl after the 1962 and 1963 seasons. It was there
that he met the love of his life, Ms. Judy Mis, who
was the personal secretary to the Steelers owner,
Art Rooney. They were married in 1966, while
Lou had moved on to play for the Baltimore Colts.
Lou spent the 1964-1969 seasons with the Colts.
One of the biggest disappointments occurred during
his time with the Colts when they lost to the New York Jets
in Super Bowl III. Until his dying day, the memory of that
loss remained with him. He finished his career in 1971 with
the Green Bay Packers. Lou’s achievements on the field did
not go unnoticed. He was elected to the College Football
Hall of Fame in 1992; was named one of the top 25 players
in the Southeastern Conference from 1950-2000; and was
inducted into the National Polish-American Hall of Fame in
1994, an achievement he was most proud of due to his
heritage.

The floods in Pennsylvania resulting from Hurricane
Agnes in 1972 caused Lou to retire from playing in the NFL.
Rather than leave his family in the devastation that occurred,
Lou chose to retire. Family was the most important thing in
his life, and this is only a small example of his commitment to
his family. Upon retirement, Lou owned two taverns, the
L&M, Kingston, and Lou Michaels Inn, Pittston. He sold the
bars in 1980, and finished his working life as the athletic di-
rector at the Luzerne County Prison, from where he retired
in 2002.

Lou had many other interests outside of football. An
avid fan of the ponies, Lou spent the first Saturday in May at
the Kentucky Derby for 55 consecutive years. In his later
years, he could be found on the golf courses with his sons,
Ed and Matt; or with his golf buddy, Billy B. However, the
thing that Lou really loved was holding court. He loved telling
stories with his pals on the “Back Road,” Hospodars Garage
or his favorite watering hole.

Commitment to the community and giving to others
was also very important to Lou. Although he could have
lived anywhere, he chose to live in the valley where he grew
up. For over a decade, Lou worked with the Make-A-Wish
Foundation. His Celebrity Golf Tournament raised thousands
of dollars to help children of the Valley and their families. He
was also an active member of the Swoyersville Lions Club.

A devout Catholic who attended Mass daily, Lou
was an active member of St. Mary of Czestochowa Church,
which later evolved into Holy Name/St. Mary Parish
Community, now consolidated with St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish, Swoyersville. He also greatly enjoyed going on
religious retreats which he did annually for over 30 years.
His vast collection of religious items will be donated to the
missionaries in Central America.

Besides his parents, Lou was preceded in death
by his brothers, Stanley, Edward, Joseph, John (Jake)
and Thomas; his sister, Francis and a nephew, Bill,
who was more like a brother than a nephew.

Above all things, Lou loved his family. He leaves
behind his treasured wife, Judy, with whom he
would have celebrated 50 years of marriage on May
28, 2016. Judy was everything to Lou, and she was
totally devoted to his care through his courageous
battle with cancer to the very end. Lou also leaves
behind their loving children, his eldest son, Edward,

of Swoyersville, his wife, Tina and their children, Christina,
Caitlin and Colby Elizabeth – “Lou’s Angels”; his middle
child, Matthew, of Forty Fort, and his wife, Sara and their
children, Louis, his namesake, and
Mary Jane, his little princess; and
most loved Daddy’s Little Girl,
Michele Grochocki and her husband,
Mark, who Lou counted as a third
son. Michele could do no wrong in
her father’s eyes. He is also survived
by his brother, Walt, as well as
numerous nieces and nephews.

Lou’s family wishes to thank his
family physician and lifelong friend, Dr.
Andrew Stuka, for his years of
continued compassion. In light of his
recent struggles, they would like to
extend their appreciation and gratitude

  Louis A. Michaels.
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IT’S A MILITARY SCHOOL!
Joe Johnson, Fishburne Military School

Dear prospective or current parent:
There has been a lot in the news lately about college students arriving as if they are the center of the universe and that

everything is about them. If they get offended by anything, it is the college’s fault. If you have or are thinking about placing your
child in a military school, here is what you need to know:

Your child will be yelled at.
Your child will hear and learn coarse language.
Your child will be forced to wear the same outfit as his or her classmates.
Your child will be forced to engage in teamwork.
Your child will be forced to memorize information and then recite it upon command.
Your child will engage in physical exercises that will strain every muscle in his or her body. Some will be part of
organized sports; some will be part of his/her disciplinary training.
Your child will be called on every day in class. If your child has late work, there will be consequences.
Your child will be subjected to the rookie leadership of his or her fellow cadets. If he or she sticks around, he or she will
get to learn leadership on other cadets too. It is part of the process.
Your child will cry himself or herself to sleep or contact you wanting out – until one day he or she will get it. Our system
is not perfect, but we are careful in our selection of cadets.
If an applicant has serious developmental, psychological, medical, or disciplinary issues before coming to our school –
they will not be admitted.
If a person develops serious psychological, medical, or disciplinary issues after becoming a cadet, he or she will not be
allowed to continue.
It is tough; it is designed to be. It is designed to teach self-discipline.
Your child will know how to rise when someone enters the room. He or she will know how to look you in the eye and
express himself/herself. He or she will learn that face-to-face conversation is far better than electronic conversation.
Is it worth it? You better believe it.
Your child will be an adult upon graduating.
He or she will be able to withstand harsh supervisors, he or she will be able lead others.
He or she will have brothers that attended this military school and half-brothers that attended every other military
school.
Military school graduates have become leaders in every field of endeavor. Not everyone will make it; not everyone will
become the million dollar man. Some have and will go to jail.
Almost all, but not everyone, will look back on their military school experience and be proud of it.

So mom and dad – before you send us your child, know what to expect:
He or she will cry, he or she will try to manipulate you, and he or she will tell only part of the story before he or she gets it.
Once he or she gets it, friends for life will be from that military school. He or she will want to go back for organized and
unorganized events.
You won’t understand it, because chances are you did not go to military school – you only paid for it.

Joe Johnson, Fishburne Military School, Class of 1971 - Fishburne.Org

Washington County Community Foundation and Falconi Field,
the home of the Washington Wild Things. He also supported
the University of Pittsburgh. He was also very proud of his
involvement with the Pittsburgh Penguins. When Mario
Lemieux contacted Angelo and said he was putting together
a group to buy the Penguins and keep them in Pittsburgh,
Angelo once again answered the call. He was proud to call
Mario Lemieux his friend and that the team has remained a
Pittsburgh landmark.

Angelo was a leader in the community. He touched the
lives of thousands of people in a positive way. Angelo is
survived by his son, Angelo M. Falconi (Angie); and a number
of nieces and nephews. Deceased are his first wife, Alice
Svitek; his second wife, Paula Garcia; his twin sister, Melinda
Borrelli; and his sisters, Antonina Horwath, Elena Morascyzk
and Rita Skittle.

In lieu of flowers, Angelo has requested that
donations be made to the Washington Area
Humane Society, PO Box 66, Eighty-four, PA
15330, the Washington County Community
Foundation at PO Box 308, Eighty-four, PA 15330
or Hospice Care of the Washington Hospital for
the Donnell House at 155 Wilson Ave., Washington,
PA 15301.
Originally published in Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
on Nov. 8, 2015

Eugene F. Ford, SMA ’47 (left SMA in ‘46)
Eugene F. Ford, of Key Largo, Florida, passed away

peacefully in his sleep early in the morning of Wednesday,
October 21, 2015 at the age of
86. Gene was an affordable
housing champion for the country
and Washington, DC. He began
his active career in housing and
real estate with The Carey
Winston Company in the early
50’s. In 1966, he founded Mid-
City Developers, Inc. which
evolved into the current Mid-City
Financial Corporation.
Committed to dealing with the
housing needs of people in need,
the firm has developed, financed
or facilitated the creation of over

40,000 units of affordable multifamily rental housing in the
Washington DC and Baltimore metropolitan areas and is the
largest private owner and operator of such housing in the
Region. In 1973, Gene established Edgewood Management
Corporation which today manages over 30,000 low and
moderate income units for non-profit organizations, local
Housing Authorities and private owners. Gene’s use of
creative financing and development planning technique for

opportunities he then executed on, or helped others to execute,
was legendary. Gene was the recipient of numerous honors
and housing awards and dedicated much of his time in serving
others through charitable and volunteer activities. He served
as Founder and Chairman of the Community Preservation
and Development Corporation as well as Chair and Board
Member of the Institute for Responsible Housing
Preservation. He also served on the Boards of the National
Housing Conference, Victory Housing Corporation, Homes
for America and the Federal City Council. In addition, Gene
was a Founding Board Member on the Eagle Bank Holding
Company Board, past Director of the Carroll Manor Nursing
Home, Washington Urban League, McArthur Glen Realty,
Urban Atlantic and Housing Policy Commission of the State
of Maryland, and served as Chairman of the Governor’s

Committee on Policy for Housing Working Families
in Maryland. He also sat on the Advisory Board of
Fannie Mae. A longtime proponent of supportive
service programs in housing, Gene believed that the
current focus on the delivery of these services is a
critical turning point in the lives of families and
disadvantaged individuals. He once said, “The quality
of the lives of the cities and of the families that live
in them are inextricably woven together. Fostering
change in either or both must be integrated within a
broad urban strategy.”  His loving wife of more than
50 years, Alice Donohoe Ford predeceased him by

four years. Gene is survived by three living children Gene Jr.,
Michael, and Mary. His daughter Louise passed away four
years ago. He is also survived by six grandchildren, Jason
Pauley, Madelaine Ford, Elizabeth Ford,
Bryan Pauley, Daniel Lewis, and Francis
Ford. Mr. Ford requested that any
donations be sent to the Alice & Eugene
Ford Foundation, Inc. a 501(c) (3)
Foundation. Located at 7200 Wisconsin
Ave., #903, Bethesda, MD 20814.
Originally published in The Washington
Post from Oct. 30 to Nov. 1, 2015

Louis A. Michaels, SMA ‘54
Louis A. Michaels, 80, a

resident of Swoyersville,
peacefully passed away
Tuesday morning, Jan. 19, 2016,
at home after a four-month
battle with pancreatic cancer,
surrounded by his loving family.

Born on Sept. 28, 1935,
Louis was the son of the late
Walter and Mary (Maholick)
Michaels. The youngest of eight

Cadet Ford in 1946

Eugene F. Ford

 Cadet Michaels in 1954.
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This item was submitted by our SMA Webmaster, Mark Orr, SMA ‘73.

Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) are back - permanently. With the enactment of the PATH Act of 2015 on December
18, 2015, Congress again brought QCDs back to life. QCDs allow IRA owners and beneficiaries who are age 70 ½ and older to
directly transfer $100,000 to a charity tax-free. What is different this time around? QCDs are now permanently available. This ends
years of last-minute renewals. In 2016, if you are over age 70 ½ and charitably inclined, you can count on QCDs being available. You
can act now to integrate this strategy into your long-term planning earlier in the year.

Deadline for the Reunion-2016 issue of the Kablegram-Leader.  We plan to publish the Reunion-2016 issue of the
Kablegram-Leader in June, 2016.  The deadline for contributions is May 15th.  Please send pictures (with captions) to
Kablegram@sma-alumni.org!

Reunion ad and two press releases came from MBC students.  Our alumni association grant writer, Susie Miller, is a busy
person.  Besides being an entrepreneur (President of Skill Set Partners, LLC), she also works at Mary Baldwin College (University)
where she teaches a course in Public Relations.  Last semester, her students produced three items displayed in this issue of the
Kablegram-Leader.  There are two press releases (one about the museum and another about Johnny Ramone), and the third item is
the SMA reunion ad featured in our reunion section.  Our appreciation goes out to Susie and her students.  Well done!

The Historical Staunton Military Academy Museum

“Here Today, Gone Tomorrow”  -  Johnny Ramone
Press Release by Jessica Rogers, MBC

John W. Cummings, better known as “Johnny Ramone”, founder and guitarist of “The Ramones,” attended the Staunton
Military Academy in the early 60’s.

The 1970’s punk rock band was formed after “Johnny” left SMA, when he attended Forest Hills High School in New
York. Here he met the rest of the members – Dee Dee, Tommy, and Joey.

Johnny Ramone’s father was a strict disciplinarian who made sure Johnny went to military school to learn important life
lessons. Johnny can be quoted saying “I went to military school, and in military school you couldn’t call in sick.” Which
explains the band’s mentality and for doing over 2,000 concerts and touring for a little over 20 years.

The Ramones offered a lot of influence on the punk movement in the United Kingdom and the United States. With hit
songs such as – “Blitzkrieg Bop” and “I Wanna Be Sedated” – the band became very popular, even making the Rolling
Stone’s “100 Greatest Artist of All Time” list and being named the second-greatest band of all time by Spin magazine.

Even though Johnny Ramone’s attendance to Staunton Military Academy was a short one, the guitarist still had some
history there. The SMA museum can be visited on the Mary Baldwin College campus where Arlene and Brocky Nicely
(Brocky also attended SMA) can offer insight into the daily life of Johnny Ramone when he was known as Cadet Cummings.

The SMA museum can be reached by phone at (540) 885-1309 or on a toll free number at (800) 627-5806. Located on
the Mary Baldwin Campus, the operating hours are Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

The Staunton Military Academy (SMA) museum
contains timeless information about one of America’s
distinguished military academies. SMA was established in
1884 and closed in 1976, only eight years shy of a century.
Throughout the many years, SMA has achieved greatness as
both an institution and through the accomplishments of its
cadets. The SMA museum is operated by alumni: Tom Davis,
class of ’62 and President of the SMA Alumni Association,

Press Release By Alicia Johnson, MBC

Arlene Nicely, office manager, and Brocky Nicely, class of
’65 and museum curator.

The SMA museum includes artifacts and important
documents collected at the time of the school’s closing
and from donations by alumni and their family members.
These artifacts are preserved and arranged properly to
demonstrate the time period from which they originally
came. The museum contains an abundance of pictures

He is survived by his wife, Elaine; his children, Charles
Dana (SMA ’69), Deborah Horvath, Stephanie Stranahan,
and Amy Joe Profaci; his daughter-in-law, Nancy; his 11
grandchildren, and four great-children. Mr. Dana’s eldest son,
Randall, died in 2003.

The family suggests donations in Mr. Dana’s memory to
the Mayo Clinic or the Morrison. A memorial in Whitefield is
scheduled for April.

This is a news story by Matt Thompson.  Published in
Toledo Blade on Dec. 27, 2015
Editor’s note: one of the other two men who survived the
plane crash was Herk Wolfe, David’s friend and
classmate at SMA.

Angelo F. Falconi, SMA ’45 (left SMA in ’43)
Age 91, a lifelong resident of

the Washington County area, who
took great pride in calling
Southwestern Pennsylvania his
home, passed away at the
Donnell House in
Washington, Pennsylvania
on Friday, November 6,
2015. Upon receiving one
of the many awards
bestowed upon him during
his lifetime, Angelo said,
“I’m proud to acknowledge
that my parents, Elena and

Cesare, came to the United States, through Ellis
Island, in 1923, from the small town of Valcadara, Italy. I
learned important lessons from my parents and my uncle,
Dominick. They brought with them from Italy a commitment
to hard work and the recognition of the importance of family
and community. I have tried to apply the lessons I learned.”

His life’s journey took him across the country, around
the world and he touched the lives of countless people. Angelo
F. Falconi was born in Lawrence, near Canonsburg,
Pennsylvania, on February 19, 1924. He was preceded in
death by four sisters, his twin sister, Melinda Borrelli, Antonina
Horwath, Elena Morascyzk and Rita Skittle. During his youth,
he attended school in Canonsburg and the Staunton Military
Academy in Staunton, Virginia, but he was primarily self-
taught.

Angelo embodied the true entrepreneurial spirit. He loved
to make “deals.” He was a charismatic businessman who
was willing to take risks when people suggested otherwise.
This spirit first came to light when he and a childhood friend
decided to start a business at the age of six by waxing a
schoolteacher’s car. Unfortunately for the schoolteacher, all
that the industrious duo had available was axle grease.

Fortunately, Angelo’s father came to his rescue and the
entrepreneurial fire had been ignited.

He never let adversity hold him back. In 1937, as a
teenager, he started his first used car dealership in
Canonsburg. His love affair with the automobile industry
began. In the early 1940’s, Angelo became one of the
youngest Ford dealers in the United States. Shortly after
receiving his approval as a Ford dealer, he was drafted into
the U.S. Army Air Force and proudly remained on active
duty until the end of World War II. At the conclusion of
World War II, Angelo returned to Canonsburg, Pennsylvania
and operated the Ford dealership into the 1960’s. He made
many trips to Dearborne, Michigan, where he was a guest
at Henry Ford’s home.

In the 1960’s, to great surprise, Angelo sold the Ford
dealership to invest in Toyota, a car mostly unknown in the
U.S. and ill-suited for our climate. He had a vision that few
shared. It was a recurring story. Over the years, he had
owned automobile dealerships in Pennsylvania, Ohio, West
Virginia, Florida, Nevada, Arizona and California, representing
various manufacturers and was a pioneer in recognizing the
impact of foreign automobiles and motorcycles in the U.S.
market. Throughout Angelo’s 70 year history in the

automotive industry, he was a dealer of almost
every make of vehicle and motorcycle including
Edsel, Ford, Toyota Harley-Davidson, Honda,
Subaru, Mercedes Benz, Chevrolet, Nissan,
Acura, Hyundai, Oldsmobile, Cadillac, Mazda,
Dodge, Chrysler, Plymouth, and Jeep.

Angelo was involved in many other business
ventures including the development of the
Washington Mall, Oak Springs Center, Mac
Plastics, Falcon Plastics, Corporate Air, The
Canonsburg Pottery, Sharon Metal Products and

real estate developments for commercial, industrial and
residential use in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Florida, Nevada,
California, Arizona and Ohio. The Falconi related ventures
have employed more than
1,000 people throughout the
nation with approximately
700 of them working in
S o u t h w e s t e r n
Pennsylvania.

Angelo and his family
have been supporters of
many organizations
throughout the area
including the Washington
Area Humane Society,
Canonsburg Hospital, St.
Patrick’s Roman Catholic
Church in Canonsburg,
youth athletics, Washington
& Jefferson College, the

 Cadet Falconi in 1943.

Angelo’s statue at Consol Energy
Park,  a stadium he helped to build
in Washington, PA.
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The Historical Staunton Military Academy Museum Cont.

and maps of what the military academy used to look like
including: old buildings that have been demolished and
pictures of what present day buildings used to look like
when they were first built. When visiting the museum, all
of the pictures and information presented will allow one
to imagine the old campus. The museum provides a video
clip that explains the history of SMA from its beginning
days to its end. With this footage of the campus, you can
actually witness what SMA used to look like and the
changes that have occurred. The video also captures
cadets participating in basic training and their everyday
normal activities. When people visit historical museums,
they want to observe the changes that have been made
from past to the present day. The SMA museum includes
an organized display of the uniforms that alumni used to
wear. Visitors can view the changes in structure, material,
and design of the uniforms displayed.

Unlike many other museums, the SMA museum is slightly
difficult to locate, if one has never visited before. The museum
is located at the top of the hill, where Mary Baldwin College
is. The museum is specifically located under the Student
Activity Center (SAC) parking lot towards the east of Kable
dorm. In order to get to the museum, visitors must walk
down the left set of steps from the SAC parking lot. The
steps will lead visitors straight to the doors of the SMA
museum. The SMA museum is open Wednesdays,
Saturdays, and Sundays from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. There is no

admission fee, which results in a perfect informative weekend
activity with zero charge.

The SMA museum has been open for 15 years, and
they focus on informing the community of the legacy of
SMA cadets and how those traditions are being passed
on to the VWIL cadets. This museum contains information
that will forever remind people of how some of SMA’s
alumni have contributed to society. For example, around
20 years after SMA closed, Virginia Women’s Institute
for Leadership (VWIL) was founded. VWIL continues
the legacy of SMA and also is incorporated in the museum.
SMA includes an archive of the alumni which states their
names and who has made the hall of fame. One hall of
fame member is Ricardo Martinelli. Martinelli graduated
in 1969 and was the 5th president of Panama from 2009-
2014. There is also Joe Vitt (class of 1974), who was
NFL coach for the Kansas City Chiefs and other NFL
teams. Although small, the SMA museum contains
memories donated by alumni that give us the opportunity
to experience SMA.

If you have any questions about the SMA museum,
please contact Arlene Nicely.
Phone:  (540) 885-1309
Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org
Address: P.O. Box 958 Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

SMA Hall of Fame: Barry Morris Goldwater
Barry Morris Goldwater was born in Phoenix, AZ, on New Year’s Day, 1909,

three years before Arizona was admitted to the Union. He was the eldest son of
Baron and Josephine Williams Goldwater, and the grandson of “Big Mike”
Goldwasser, a Jewish immigrant from an area of Poland that was then ruled by
the Russian czars. Although Jewish on his father’s side, Barry was raised in the
Episcopalian tradition of his mother.

Growing up in Phoenix, Barry was popular with his schoolmates but an
indifferent student. So, after a disastrous freshman year in high school, his parents
sent him to Staunton Military Academy. There, he thrived on the rigorous
discipline and military atmosphere, and he graduated at the top of his class. He
returned to Arizona and enrolled as a freshman at the University of Arizona in the
fall of 1928. His father died the next spring, and Mr. Goldwater left college to
work in the family store.

Associates said he was a natural merchandiser with a gift for recognizing the
sales potential of an offbeat item. Early in his career, he purchased a design for
“antsy pantsy” men’s shorts with red ants crawling all over the white cloth, and
the item proved to be a tremendous success. By age 27, he was general manager
of the Phoenix store. He initiated a five-day workweek for his employees and
improved fringe benefits.

In 1930, Mr. Goldwater decided he would learn to fly, and he began rising before dawn to be at the Phoenix airstrip by
daybreak, when air conditions in Arizona were best for neophyte pilots. Flying would become a major part of his adult life, and he

Campaign photo of Senator Goldwater in 1964.

taps
David Stafford Dana, SMA ‘49

(News story) David Stafford
Dana, a former vice president for the
Dana Corp. whose influence and
altruism was felt in the arts and
medical communities, died Tuesday
at his New Hampshire home.

He had pulmonary fibrosis lung
disease, his wife Elaine Dana said.
He was 84.  “He was quite strong
until the end,” Mrs. Dana said. “He
always liked to control the situation.
He directed the whole ending. It was

a very peaceful last 24 hours by ourselves.”
Starting in 1952, Mr. Dana spent 18 years with Dana

Corp., a manufacturer of automotive parts headquartered in
Toledo. Among his roles, Mr. Dana served as director of sales
for the company’s international division and was later vice
president of Dana International.

A long-term international project for several years in the
1960s took Mr. Dana to Mexico City to help
establish a plant, said Mrs. Dana. She said he took
22 local families with him as they taught and trained
people there how to run a plant. Later in life, he
was invited back to Mexico with Mrs. Dana.  “They
had great communication among all workers from
those on the floor to the CEO in the office. They all
communicated in part of improving their product,”
she said. “He was a little bit ahead of his time when
it came to that.”

In November, 1967, Mr. Dana was among
three men to walk away from a flaming plane crash near
Findlay. The Blade reported that the Cessna 421 twin-engine
plane tried to land in rainy and overcast conditions south of
Findlay Airport when the plane came through the cloud ceiling
and apparently clipped some treetops before crashing. Mr.
Dana and two other men were treated for minor injuries at
Blanchard Valley Hospital.

Mr. Dana had three daughters and two sons with his first
wife, Patricia Dana Dodd. One daughter, Amy Profaci,
recalled her father’s positive disposition and life lessons from
him. “He was a great dad,” Mrs. Profaci said. “We all loved
him. He was just so much fun. He was a very optimistic
person. He always looked for reason to celebrate, and he
always looked for just something to feel grateful for. He really
instilled that in all of us to be grateful every day, not just in a
general way, but very specific in a daily basis about what is
good and positive in your life and to celebrate it.”

Upon returning to the United States in the late 1960s,
and given his love of the wilderness, The Blade reported that
Mr. Dana and his first wife purchased a mountain near
Whitefield, N.H., to create what became a sumptuous estate.

After retiring, Mr. Dana moved to New Hampshire in 1970
and was involved in real estate for three decades.

Elaine and Mr. Dana met on Martha’s Vineyard in
Massachusetts in 1982 before marrying in 1991. Monday
would have been their 24th anniversary. Elaine Dana said
she and her husband were quite active no matter where in
the world they were.  “We used to dig potatoes in the
mountains in the morning and be in New York that night and
go to the opera,” Mrs. Dana said. ”We had a broad spectrum
of interests. We biked across the country several times. We’d
bike in Europe. We loved to do that type of thing, and loved
to hike.”

Culture and being an active participant in the arts were
key facets in Mr. Dana’s life. He was on the board of the
Chamber Orchestra of New York and the 92nd Street Y. He
was a patron of the Metropolitan Opera and New York
Philharmonic.

Mr. Dana also recognized the need to help others. He
established the Dana Child Development and Learning
Disorders Program at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn.
He also contributed to the Johns Hopkins Hospital in

Baltimore and Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical
Center in Lebanon, N.H.  The Dana Rehabilitation
Wing of the Morrison, an assisted living home in
Whitefield, N.H., that’s been in existence for more
than a century, was important to him.

Mr. Dana was born June 5, 1931, in Dallas to
Eleanor Naylor Dana and David Tarlton Stafford.
Charles Anderson Dana - the former chairman and
CEO of the Dana Corp. - was his stepfather, who
adopted and helped raise him, Elaine Dana said. ”He
always said he had the two best fathers anyone could

hope for,” Mrs. Profaci said. “That’s an illustration how he looked
for the best in a situation. It wasn’t the easiest thing for him to
start out with one and end up with another.”

Mr. Dana grew up in New York City and Wilton, Conn.
He attended the Staunton Military Academy in Staunton,
Virginia for seven years, graduating in 1949. He studied
engineering at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and received
a degree in industrial engineering from
Columbia University, where he also
studied business. He was an Army
veteran.

“His family meant the world to
him,” Mrs. Profaci said. “In spite of
the fact that we didn’t all live together,
he worked very hard to keep us
connected to each other. He did a
wonderful job of that. We are a big
family all over the country, but we are
absolutely whole and united in a way
a lot of families aren’t.”

Cadet Dana in 1949.

David Stafford Dana
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would become a major
general in the Air Force
Reserve while serving in
the Senate. “Perhaps it is
the splendid isolation of
being alone in the air which
fascinates me,” he said in
his memoirs, “or it might be
the perspective which
comes from looking down
on every part of the world.”

During World War II,
Mr. Goldwater tried but was
unable to get a combat flying
assignment. He did get an
assignment to the Ferry

Command, a newly formed unit made up mostly of overage
pilots who delivered aircraft and supplies to war zones all over
the world, and he spent most of the war flying between the
United States and India, via the Azores and North Africa or
South America, Nigeria and Central Africa.

Back in Arizona after the war, Mr. Goldwater
considered going into politics, and in 1952, he decided to
challenge Democrat Ernest W. McFarland, a proven Arizona
vote-getter and the majority leader of the Senate. Mr.
Goldwater admitted his candidacy was a long shot, but with
some aggressive campaigning and the help of Eisenhower’s
popularity in the presidential election that year, he won by
7,000 votes. He subsequently served four more terms in
the U.S. Senate.

Mr. Goldwater, one of his party’s most respected elder
statesmen, suffered a resounding defeat when he ran for
president in 1964. But his efforts helped prepare the way
for the election of another conservative Republican, Ronald
Reagan, as president in 1980.

During his 1964 presidential campaign, Mr. Goldwater
was attacked by Democrats and opponents within his own
party as a demagogue and a leader of right-wing extremists
and racists who was likely to lead the United States into
nuclear war, eliminate civil rights progress and destroy such
social welfare programs as Social Security.

But that perception mellowed with time. Mr.
Goldwater returned to the Senate in 1969 and went on to
serve three more terms. Long before his retirement, he
had come to be regarded as the Grand Old Man of the
Republican Party and one of the nation’s most respected
exponents of conservatism, which he sometimes defined
as holding on to that which was tested and true and opposing
change simply for the sake of change.

His friends said he was often misunderstood, but his
reputation for personal integrity was unblemished. At the
height of the Watergate crisis, when the Republicans in
Congress needed someone to tell President Richard M.
Nixon he should resign, they chose Senator Goldwater. But
instead of telling the president what to do, Mr. Goldwater

simply informed him in the Oval Office on Aug. 7, 1974, that
the Republicans in Congress were unwilling and unable to stop
his impeachment and conviction should he remain in office.
Nixon announced his resignation the next day.

Mr. Goldwater refused to join the Republicans of the New
Right during the 1980s when they began to press for legislation
that would limit the authority of the federal courts to curb organized
prayer in public schools or to order busing for school integration.
He opposed busing and he backed prayer in schools, Mr. Goldwater
said, but he thought it a dangerous breach of the separation of
powers for Congress to be telling the courts what to do.

“There are words of mine floating around in the air that I
would like to reach up and eat,” he once said, and when asked
by journalist Stewart Alsop in 1963 what it might feel like to
wake up as president someday, Mr. Goldwater remarked,
“Frankly, it scares the hell out of me.”

To many, Mr. Goldwater was a man of contradictions. He
ended racial segregation in his family department stores, and he
was instrumental in ending it in Phoenix schools and restaurants
and in the Arizona National Guard. But he also voted against the
1964 Civil Rights Act, contending that it was unconstitutional, and
he backed restrictive amendments to earlier civil rights legislation.
Blacks voted overwhelmingly against him in 1964.

In his personal and political memoirs, “With No Apologies,”
published in 1979, Mr. Goldwater observed that his run for the
presidency in 1964 “was like trying to stand up in a hammock.”
He said he knew that his chances of winning were slim and
contended that his fellow Republicans cost him any chance he
might have had during the battle for the Republican nomination.
“By the time the convention opened, I had been branded as a
fascist, a racist, a trigger-happy warmonger, a nuclear madman
and the candidate who couldn’t win,” Mr. Goldwater recalled.

More than anyone else, he was responsible for the
unanimous Senate passage of the Defense Department
Reorganization Act of 1986, the last major achievement of his
political career. That measure, approved over the objections of
the military establishment, streamlined command channels at
the Pentagon. It was “the only goddamn thing I’ve done in the
Senate that’s worth a damn,” Mr. Goldwater said. Mr.
Goldwater declined to run for a sixth term in the Senate in
1986, and he retired from politics as chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee and the Senate Intelligence
Committee. “If I had a chance to do it again, I’d do it again,”
he said at the time.

At the age of 89, Mr. Goldwater, who was a five-term
U.S. senator, a champion of conservatism, and whose 1964
presidential candidacy launched a revolution within the
Republican Party, died on 29 May 1998 at home in Paradise
Valley near Phoenix, AZ.

Senator Goldwater’s two sons also attended SMA:
Barry, Jr., in the Class of 57, and Michael in the Class of 58.

Washington Post Staff Writer, Bart Barns Saturday, May
30, 1998; Page A01 (Some contents of original were
removed to conserve space.)

Edits by Kelly McGavock, SMA ‘59

Cadet Goldwater in 1928.

VWIL/MBC Band poses with retired Navy Chief Petty Officer.
Editor’s note.  Photos and captions shown above were originally posted on VWIL’s Facebook Page.

VWIL Color Guard leads the Corps through Staunton on Veterans Day.
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Update - February 2016   -   Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73

HOWIE BUST SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY STILL AVAILABLE!

The Howie Bust in Kable Courtyard.

We still need your help with this project!  The Howie Bust in Kable Courtyard is in need of new nighttime lighting package.
The current lighting package is insufficient and does not do the bust justice. Although exact costs are not available at the time of
this writing, it is estimated that this project will be in excess of $2000 to do it right.

Here is a reprint of the plaque that accompanies the Howie Bust so proudly displayed in Kable Courtyard. (See photo above.)

THOMAS D. HOWIE
APRIL 12, 1908-JULY 17, 1944

SMA TEACHER, COACH, ALUMNI SECRETARY
COMMANDER 3RD BATTALION 116TH INFANTRY

REGIMENT, 29TH INFANTRY DIVISION.
DURING THE LIBERATION OF NORMANDY, HIS

CHALLENGE TO HIS TROOPS WAS
“I’LL SEE YOU IN ST. LO”

AFTER HE FELL THEY ENTERED THE CITY AND
PLACED HIS FLAG DRAPED COFFIN IN THE

RUINS OF SAINT CROIX CHURCH WHERE, FOR
IN HIS NATIONS’ HISTORY, HE IS

“THE MAJOR OF ST. LO”
“DEAD IN FRANCE—DEATHLESS IN FAME”.

 
Please consider a donation to help properly light the Howie Bust at night so that all can enjoy it, regardless of when

they are passing by this iconic treasure of our alumni association. When sending in your donation, please be certain to note
on your check “Howie Bust”.

Thanks,

Peter Birckhead
Legacy Fund Chairman
SMA ‘73

VWIL GALLERY

The VWIL Corps of Cadets congratulates the United States Marine Corps on their 240 years of service to our Nation. A special thanks
to VWIL cadets/graduates who proudly serve(d) in the Marine Corps: Kim Primerano ’99, Melinda Cousins ’00, Katherine Hall ’01, Jen

Kukla ’04, Betsy Torres ’04, Kimberly Peeler ’06, Christina Malta ’09, Felicia Garza, Alex Gallagher ’13.

Editor’s note.  In early November, the VWIL Corps brightened the day for many local veterans amid steady rain
showers. VWIL joined the National Guard, Fishburne Military School, scouts, elected officials, vintage jeeps, and
high school marching bands to honor our Veterans. And on 11 November at 6pm, VWIL hosted their annual Veterans’
Appreciation Dinner on campus.
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Continued on next page

VWIL        NEWS
Updated as of December 31, 2015

By Peter Birckhead ‘73  peterbirckhead@comcast.net  713-819-1980

WE HAVE NOW EXCEEDED $823,000+  IN DONATIONS

Thanks to all of our alumni who have generously given to the Legacy Fund, we have now exceeded $823K in donations,
pledges, and life insurance death benefit designations. While monies and donations continue to come in for the Legacy Fund, both
in donations to the Heritage Fund (supporting the SMAAA and Museum) and donations to the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund
(supporting The VWILL Program), we are now 32 months into our 36 campaign and really need your help to reach our goal of
$1.5 Million!.  So please consider a donation, and make it today either my mailing a check or going on line to www.sma-alumni.org

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)

$100,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 * (IRA
Beneficiary Designation)
Peter Worth ’57 (cash and pledge) (w/benches,
 WWI Monument Restoration, Museum Signage
 Package sponsorship, Flag and Flag Pole upkeep
 sponsorship and SMA Eagle sponsorship) *

$60,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Bill Bissett ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Anonymous ’74 *

$30,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino ’75 *

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Richard Henderson ‘63 (pledge) *
Patricia and Herk Wolfe ’49 (w/bench sponsorship) *

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 *
John Fuog ’70 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 * (w/SMA Eagle
sponsorship)
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration
 sponsorship) *
John (Jack) Vaughan III ’69 (w/bench and
SMA Eagle sponsorship) *

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship and in
Honor of Lola Kable) *
Stuart Smith ‘48

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 * (w/SMA sponsorship)
Charles R. Jenkins ’53 (w/Joan W. Jenkins
Foundation) *
John Nolde ’63 *

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli (deceased) ’61 *
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74
Leslie Taylor ’66 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 *
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband
Frank Lee ’52)
Floyd Ostrom ’62 (pledge) *

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Michael Byington ’61 * (deceased)
Burdette Holmes ’62 *
Allen Jones ’48 *

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Birckhead ’73 *
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72
Carter Condon (Patron)
Charlie Drumheller ’66
(w/Cannon Restoration sponsorship)
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ’68 *
Robert Horvath ’47 *
Warren Hutton ’75 *
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench and SMA
 Eagle sponsorship) *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)
Anthony C. Korvas’59
Steve Landa ’63 *
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67
Mark Orr ’73
Joseph Ritok ’66 *
Tim Scheel ’73 (w/brochure sponsorship) *
Ralph Sebrell ’45
David Shipula ‘73
Peter Stark ’50 *
Louis Stathis ’70 *
Frederick Walton ‘33
Virginia Windley (Don) ‘70
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron) *

Happy New Year from the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership to our alum and friends from Staunton Military
Academy & VWIL.  The Corps spent another semester inspiring cadets to meet our 20-year vision for the VWIL program to
be nationally known for “ethical rigor, intense challenges, mutual respect, and high achievement.”  And the VWIL Corps of
Cadets indeed demonstrated high achievement in fall 2015.  This past semester resulted in an outstanding academic performance.
In fact, 47% of all cadets earned academic stars for a GPA over 3.0 and the Corps’ overall GPA rose by 0.3 points.  Also
impressive are the cadets’ rising fitness scores with average scores nine points higher on the Strength and Endurance Test and
50% more cadets passing their fitness test in their first semester!

As many of you know, 2016 is a big year for VWIL and Mary Baldwin.  In March, we return to DC to defend our 1st Place
in the St Patrick’s Day Parade (13 March).  A month later, the Corps will join SMA for our annual reunion (15-16 April). Also
in April, we’re celebrating our 20th Anniversary during Mary Baldwin’s reunion weekend (22-23 April). 

  In May, we graduate our 18th VWIL Class and pass a new milestone — over 400 proud VWIL graduates (22 May)!  In
August, we welcome our 21st VWIL Class (28 August); the Class of 2020 is on track to exceed 1000 cadets matriculated
through VWIL.  Lastly, VWIL will proudly assist Mary Baldwin in its year-long 175th Anniversary celebration when we
officially ring in the new school year as Mary Baldwin University (31 August).

Bottom Line: the VWIL Corps of Cadets are excited to welcome you back to your campus anytime and thank you for your
continued support!  Have a great year in 2016!

Upcoming VWIL 20th Anniversary Events.
12 March – 11am – Alum and Recruiting Event at Wolftrap Virginia

RSVP to vwil@mbc.edu

13 March – noon – St Patrick’s Day Parade in Washington DC

Constitution Ave & 16 St NW

15 April – 4pm - Memorial Wall ceremony – SMA/VWIL Museum

16 April - noon SMA/VWIL Reunion Parade on campus

22 April – 3:30pm MBC/VWIL Reunion Parade with Dr. Cynthia Tyson

22 April - 7pm - Military Ball in Hunt Dining Hall

RSVP to vwil@mbc.edu

23 April - 8am - Brenda Bryant 5K Run/Walk at our Murphy Deming campus

RSVP to vwil@mbc.edu
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$500+ (BENEFACTOR)
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband Fred
Benson Griffin ’57)
Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Gale and Duke Myers ’60 *
David Rhodes ‘72
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *
Edmund Smith ‘76
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Donald Westbrook ’69 (w/SMA
 Eagle Sponsorship)

$250+ (BENEFACTOR)
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
John Conomikes ’50 *
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Geoffrey Hall ‘65
Tad Hall ’73 *
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Christopher Jones ‘71
William Lambert ’62
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Gordon Milestone ’43 *
Neil J. Rogers ’69 *
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Frank Till ’71 *
John W. Turner ’67 *
Lee Woody ‘47

$200+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anthony Betz ‘67
Peter Brown ‘66
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
Craig E. Hanson ‘74
Tom Howie ‘67
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of
Maj. Thomas Howie) *
Larry Lombari ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Edmund Leigh ‘74
Stanley Lesniak ’67 *
Jeffrey Metzel ‘43
Phil Peter ‘50
Hugh Sproul III ’54 (w/brochure sponsorship)
James H. Stevenson ‘58
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog Mem. Fund) *

$100+ (BENEFACTOR)
James Adams ’59 *
Richard Beaver ‘56
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57
James Bond ’51 *
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Edward Burka ‘48

$100+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
Jose Colon ’60
Wesley G. Constable ’61 *
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Robert Digiacomo ’69 (w/SMA
Eagle sponsorship)
Tony Disher ‘72
George Dunigan ‘64
Philip Farber ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Robert Flatford ’66 *
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
William Foard ’56 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ‘51
Mark Hancock ‘62
James Hayslip ’75 *
John C. Hildebrand ‘72
Benjamin Hudson, Jr. ‘54
Sanford Jacobson ’55
Page Kable (Patron) *
Joseph Koch ’53 *
Lee Lawrence ‘56
Robert Lehman ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Jon Levy ‘56
Glen MacFadden ’59 *
Randall Melton ‘76
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Stephen Newton ‘62
Russell Ogan ’70 *
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
Peter Phillips ‘50
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
Robert Remaley (Patron)
Wayne Scholtes ‘64
George Shiarella ‘48
H. Roller Shipplett ’67 (w/brochure sponsorship)
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her
husband Dale Frederick Snell ’56)
Lawrence Steele III ‘61*
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
Clarence Tart ‘53
John R. Taylor ‘72
David Tinker ’69 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John T. Turner ‘67
Jeffrey Van Hyning ‘64

SMA 2016 GallerySMA 2016 GallerySMA 2016 GallerySMA 2016 GallerySMA 2016 Gallery

Halvor Aaslestad and Jack Lowe, SMA ’49, stand next to their
masterpiece, a beautiful restoration of the SMA Eagle.

Thank you, gentlemen!

Before restoration, massive cracks could easily be seen.

Halvor Aaslestad and Jack Lowe layout their tools.

Halvor Aaslestad works on the big cracks in the eagle’s chest.

Halvor Aaslestad sculpts the filler on the eagle’s left wing.

Halvor Aaslestad and Jack Lowe mix the filler.

After application, Jack Lowe dries the filler.

The cracks are filled, the broken pieces are reattached,
and the eagle is ready for its preservative coating.



—16— —13—

LEGACY FUND PROJECT COMMITTEE cont.

Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
Peter Voss ’48 *
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty)
Lee P. Woody ’47 *
Charles Youngman ‘55

$50+ (BENEFACTOR)
Richard Alonzo ’64 *
William Baldwin III ‘64
Bruce Buchanan ‘66
Carol Caldwallader Patron (in honor of
Lewis Caldwallader ‘55)
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of
James Deehan ’55)
John Diemer ’67 *
Everette Doffermyre ’66 *
Alexander Forester ‘74
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoffry Hall ’64)
Scott Holcomb ‘66
Ben Hollis ’58 *
Ben Hudson ’54
John Kelly ‘57
Barbara Kerne (Patron)
Edward McLorie ’63
Alan Messer ‘68
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of
Duke Myers deceased)
Dan Newman ’60 *
William Pandak ’73 *
Richard Parson ‘60
Edward Patsch ’53 *
COL. Brooke Read ’46 *
AJ Scolio ‘43
Neal Smith ‘66
Michael Somers ’65 (w/brochure sponsorship)
William Summers ‘60
Robert Tabor ‘58
Jon Walker ‘54
Larry Ward ’51
Fish Bowl in Museum Receipts

$25+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of her
 husband John Armstrong’37)
Lee Beard ‘51
David Behuhn ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)
Howard Brewer, Jr ‘47
Alan Butterworth 51’ *
Robert Clements ‘58
Robert Coyner ’49
Anthony Disher, Jr. ‘72
Michael Deuting ‘59
Carlos Ferro ’51
Frederick Gambke ‘73
Douglas Godwin ‘69
Mark Hannock ‘62
Charles Hnilicka ‘48
Stanley Kaplan ‘54
Stanley Licker ‘55

Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Edward Mann ‘46
Kirk Moberley ’63 *
Michael Meyers ‘59
John Morrow ‘52
John Pennypacker, Jr ‘63
Darrell Richardson ‘67
Hal Schweder ‘40
Randall See ‘75
William Suppes, Jr. ‘45
D. Marshall Taylor ‘75
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
William Tucker, Jr ‘58
Carl Winnefeld ‘61

$10+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong, Patron (in honor of

husband John, ’37)
Claude L. Crawford ’57 (Faculty)
Daniel Hunt ‘62
Edward McLorie ‘63
James Spencer (Patron)
Gary Waple ’60 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

Thanks to all of these alumni who have supported the Legacy Fund Project.  You have helped to ensure the memories,
traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity, you have helped our alumni association to continue to provide
scholarships and support for organizations (such as the VWIL Program at MBC) that exemplify our core values of Truth, Duty
and Honor.

The listing above represents only 10% of living alumni. There are still 90% of those of you who have not made a
donation! Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No amount is too small and all donations are fully tax deductible.  It is
easy to donate, just contact me directly and we can discuss all options available to help you.  Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73,
peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 713-819-1980.

Note.: If you don’t see your name, and you have donated, please let me know. If you have donated more than once
and do not have a “*” next to your name please let me know. Thanks!
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LEGACY FUND PROJECT RECEIVES FRIST GRANT FROM
THE RICHARD & CAROLINE T. GWATHMEY MEMORIAL TRUST

By  Peter Birckhead, Legacy Fund Project Chairman

The Legacy Fund Project Committee and your SMA Foundation and Alumni Board of Directors are pleased to report we
recently received a $6,000 grant from The Richard & Caroline T. Gwathmey Memorial Trust. Through the efforts of me and our
professional grant writer, Susie Miller, with Skill Set Partners, the SMA Foundation received a $6,000 grant for funding part of our
Archival Preservation Project.

As you know, our Archival Preservation Project was created to properly archive, image, preserve and make available, via our
website, the historical documents and history of SMA.  With a total project cost of about $18,000, not including an eventual new
website that will be needed, this $6000 will get us off to a good start. The monies will be used to purchase the necessary computer
hardware and software and provide some funding for compensating an intern to assist Brocky Nicely, our SMA Museum Historian
and Curator, in the project.

The Richard & Caroline T. Gwathmey Memorial Trust, based in Richmond, Virginia, was established by Mrs. Elizabeth
Gwathmey Jeffress in 1981 in memory of her parents. Mrs. Jeffress was particularly interested in the history, literature, art, and
architecture of Virginia. The trust primarily provides funding for the arts, cultural institutions and education with an emphasis on
historical preservation. Preference is given to specific, well-defined project requests for which the results can be evaluated.
Grants from the Gwathmey Trust are awarded on the advice of an allocations committee comprised of five Virginia residents
appointed for a limited term by one of the following organizations: the Virginia Academy of Science, the Medical Society of
Virginia, the Executive Committee of the Bar Association of the City of Richmond, the Virginia State Chamber of Commerce, and
Bank of America (as Trustee).

To say the least, it is quite an honor to be awarded these monies from this organization. A special note of thanks goes to
Brocky Nicely for taking on, yet again, another great and worthwhile project for our association and museum!

If you have any questions or would like to know how you can help fund the rest of this important project, please let me know.

Peter Birckhead
peterbirckhead@gmail.com
713-819-1980
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LEGACY FUND PROJECT RECEIVES FRIST GRANT FROM
THE RICHARD & CAROLINE T. GWATHMEY MEMORIAL TRUST

By  Peter Birckhead, Legacy Fund Project Chairman

The Legacy Fund Project Committee and your SMA Foundation and Alumni Board of Directors are pleased to report we
recently received a $6,000 grant from The Richard & Caroline T. Gwathmey Memorial Trust. Through the efforts of me and our
professional grant writer, Susie Miller, with Skill Set Partners, the SMA Foundation received a $6,000 grant for funding part of our
Archival Preservation Project.

As you know, our Archival Preservation Project was created to properly archive, image, preserve and make available, via our
website, the historical documents and history of SMA.  With a total project cost of about $18,000, not including an eventual new
website that will be needed, this $6000 will get us off to a good start. The monies will be used to purchase the necessary computer
hardware and software and provide some funding for compensating an intern to assist Brocky Nicely, our SMA Museum Historian
and Curator, in the project.

The Richard & Caroline T. Gwathmey Memorial Trust, based in Richmond, Virginia, was established by Mrs. Elizabeth
Gwathmey Jeffress in 1981 in memory of her parents. Mrs. Jeffress was particularly interested in the history, literature, art, and
architecture of Virginia. The trust primarily provides funding for the arts, cultural institutions and education with an emphasis on
historical preservation. Preference is given to specific, well-defined project requests for which the results can be evaluated.
Grants from the Gwathmey Trust are awarded on the advice of an allocations committee comprised of five Virginia residents
appointed for a limited term by one of the following organizations: the Virginia Academy of Science, the Medical Society of
Virginia, the Executive Committee of the Bar Association of the City of Richmond, the Virginia State Chamber of Commerce, and
Bank of America (as Trustee).

To say the least, it is quite an honor to be awarded these monies from this organization. A special note of thanks goes to
Brocky Nicely for taking on, yet again, another great and worthwhile project for our association and museum!

If you have any questions or would like to know how you can help fund the rest of this important project, please let me know.

Peter Birckhead
peterbirckhead@gmail.com
713-819-1980
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Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
Peter Voss ’48 *
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty)
Lee P. Woody ’47 *
Charles Youngman ‘55

$50+ (BENEFACTOR)
Richard Alonzo ’64 *
William Baldwin III ‘64
Bruce Buchanan ‘66
Carol Caldwallader Patron (in honor of
Lewis Caldwallader ‘55)
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of
James Deehan ’55)
John Diemer ’67 *
Everette Doffermyre ’66 *
Alexander Forester ‘74
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoffry Hall ’64)
Scott Holcomb ‘66
Ben Hollis ’58 *
Ben Hudson ’54
John Kelly ‘57
Barbara Kerne (Patron)
Edward McLorie ’63
Alan Messer ‘68
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of
Duke Myers deceased)
Dan Newman ’60 *
William Pandak ’73 *
Richard Parson ‘60
Edward Patsch ’53 *
COL. Brooke Read ’46 *
AJ Scolio ‘43
Neal Smith ‘66
Michael Somers ’65 (w/brochure sponsorship)
William Summers ‘60
Robert Tabor ‘58
Jon Walker ‘54
Larry Ward ’51
Fish Bowl in Museum Receipts

$25+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of her
 husband John Armstrong’37)
Lee Beard ‘51
David Behuhn ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)
Howard Brewer, Jr ‘47
Alan Butterworth 51’ *
Robert Clements ‘58
Robert Coyner ’49
Anthony Disher, Jr. ‘72
Michael Deuting ‘59
Carlos Ferro ’51
Frederick Gambke ‘73
Douglas Godwin ‘69
Mark Hannock ‘62
Charles Hnilicka ‘48
Stanley Kaplan ‘54
Stanley Licker ‘55

Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Edward Mann ‘46
Kirk Moberley ’63 *
Michael Meyers ‘59
John Morrow ‘52
John Pennypacker, Jr ‘63
Darrell Richardson ‘67
Hal Schweder ‘40
Randall See ‘75
William Suppes, Jr. ‘45
D. Marshall Taylor ‘75
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
William Tucker, Jr ‘58
Carl Winnefeld ‘61

$10+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong, Patron (in honor of

husband John, ’37)
Claude L. Crawford ’57 (Faculty)
Daniel Hunt ‘62
Edward McLorie ‘63
James Spencer (Patron)
Gary Waple ’60 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

Thanks to all of these alumni who have supported the Legacy Fund Project.  You have helped to ensure the memories,
traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity, you have helped our alumni association to continue to provide
scholarships and support for organizations (such as the VWIL Program at MBC) that exemplify our core values of Truth, Duty
and Honor.

The listing above represents only 10% of living alumni. There are still 90% of those of you who have not made a
donation! Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No amount is too small and all donations are fully tax deductible.  It is
easy to donate, just contact me directly and we can discuss all options available to help you.  Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73,
peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 713-819-1980.

Note.: If you don’t see your name, and you have donated, please let me know. If you have donated more than once
and do not have a “*” next to your name please let me know. Thanks!
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$500+ (BENEFACTOR)
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband Fred
Benson Griffin ’57)
Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Gale and Duke Myers ’60 *
David Rhodes ‘72
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *
Edmund Smith ‘76
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Donald Westbrook ’69 (w/SMA
 Eagle Sponsorship)

$250+ (BENEFACTOR)
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
John Conomikes ’50 *
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Geoffrey Hall ‘65
Tad Hall ’73 *
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Christopher Jones ‘71
William Lambert ’62
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Gordon Milestone ’43 *
Neil J. Rogers ’69 *
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Frank Till ’71 *
John W. Turner ’67 *
Lee Woody ‘47

$200+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anthony Betz ‘67
Peter Brown ‘66
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
Craig E. Hanson ‘74
Tom Howie ‘67
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of
Maj. Thomas Howie) *
Larry Lombari ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Edmund Leigh ‘74
Stanley Lesniak ’67 *
Jeffrey Metzel ‘43
Phil Peter ‘50
Hugh Sproul III ’54 (w/brochure sponsorship)
James H. Stevenson ‘58
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog Mem. Fund) *

$100+ (BENEFACTOR)
James Adams ’59 *
Richard Beaver ‘56
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57
James Bond ’51 *
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Edward Burka ‘48

$100+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
Jose Colon ’60
Wesley G. Constable ’61 *
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Robert Digiacomo ’69 (w/SMA
Eagle sponsorship)
Tony Disher ‘72
George Dunigan ‘64
Philip Farber ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Robert Flatford ’66 *
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
William Foard ’56 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ‘51
Mark Hancock ‘62
James Hayslip ’75 *
John C. Hildebrand ‘72
Benjamin Hudson, Jr. ‘54
Sanford Jacobson ’55
Page Kable (Patron) *
Joseph Koch ’53 *
Lee Lawrence ‘56
Robert Lehman ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Jon Levy ‘56
Glen MacFadden ’59 *
Randall Melton ‘76
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Stephen Newton ‘62
Russell Ogan ’70 *
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
Peter Phillips ‘50
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
Robert Remaley (Patron)
Wayne Scholtes ‘64
George Shiarella ‘48
H. Roller Shipplett ’67 (w/brochure sponsorship)
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her
husband Dale Frederick Snell ’56)
Lawrence Steele III ‘61*
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
Clarence Tart ‘53
John R. Taylor ‘72
David Tinker ’69 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John T. Turner ‘67
Jeffrey Van Hyning ‘64

SMA 2016 GallerySMA 2016 GallerySMA 2016 GallerySMA 2016 GallerySMA 2016 Gallery

Halvor Aaslestad and Jack Lowe, SMA ’49, stand next to their
masterpiece, a beautiful restoration of the SMA Eagle.

Thank you, gentlemen!

Before restoration, massive cracks could easily be seen.

Halvor Aaslestad and Jack Lowe layout their tools.

Halvor Aaslestad works on the big cracks in the eagle’s chest.

Halvor Aaslestad sculpts the filler on the eagle’s left wing.

Halvor Aaslestad and Jack Lowe mix the filler.

After application, Jack Lowe dries the filler.

The cracks are filled, the broken pieces are reattached,
and the eagle is ready for its preservative coating.
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Continued on next page

VWIL        NEWS
Updated as of December 31, 2015

By Peter Birckhead ‘73  peterbirckhead@comcast.net  713-819-1980

WE HAVE NOW EXCEEDED $823,000+  IN DONATIONS

Thanks to all of our alumni who have generously given to the Legacy Fund, we have now exceeded $823K in donations,
pledges, and life insurance death benefit designations. While monies and donations continue to come in for the Legacy Fund, both
in donations to the Heritage Fund (supporting the SMAAA and Museum) and donations to the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund
(supporting The VWILL Program), we are now 32 months into our 36 campaign and really need your help to reach our goal of
$1.5 Million!.  So please consider a donation, and make it today either my mailing a check or going on line to www.sma-alumni.org

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)

$100,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 * (IRA
Beneficiary Designation)
Peter Worth ’57 (cash and pledge) (w/benches,
 WWI Monument Restoration, Museum Signage
 Package sponsorship, Flag and Flag Pole upkeep
 sponsorship and SMA Eagle sponsorship) *

$60,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Bill Bissett ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Anonymous ’74 *

$30,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino ’75 *

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Richard Henderson ‘63 (pledge) *
Patricia and Herk Wolfe ’49 (w/bench sponsorship) *

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 *
John Fuog ’70 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 * (w/SMA Eagle
sponsorship)
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration
 sponsorship) *
John (Jack) Vaughan III ’69 (w/bench and
SMA Eagle sponsorship) *

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship and in
Honor of Lola Kable) *
Stuart Smith ‘48

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 * (w/SMA sponsorship)
Charles R. Jenkins ’53 (w/Joan W. Jenkins
Foundation) *
John Nolde ’63 *

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli (deceased) ’61 *
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74
Leslie Taylor ’66 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 *
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband
Frank Lee ’52)
Floyd Ostrom ’62 (pledge) *

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Michael Byington ’61 * (deceased)
Burdette Holmes ’62 *
Allen Jones ’48 *

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Birckhead ’73 *
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72
Carter Condon (Patron)
Charlie Drumheller ’66
(w/Cannon Restoration sponsorship)
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ’68 *
Robert Horvath ’47 *
Warren Hutton ’75 *
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench and SMA
 Eagle sponsorship) *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)
Anthony C. Korvas’59
Steve Landa ’63 *
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67
Mark Orr ’73
Joseph Ritok ’66 *
Tim Scheel ’73 (w/brochure sponsorship) *
Ralph Sebrell ’45
David Shipula ‘73
Peter Stark ’50 *
Louis Stathis ’70 *
Frederick Walton ‘33
Virginia Windley (Don) ‘70
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron) *

Happy New Year from the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership to our alum and friends from Staunton Military
Academy & VWIL.  The Corps spent another semester inspiring cadets to meet our 20-year vision for the VWIL program to
be nationally known for “ethical rigor, intense challenges, mutual respect, and high achievement.”  And the VWIL Corps of
Cadets indeed demonstrated high achievement in fall 2015.  This past semester resulted in an outstanding academic performance.
In fact, 47% of all cadets earned academic stars for a GPA over 3.0 and the Corps’ overall GPA rose by 0.3 points.  Also
impressive are the cadets’ rising fitness scores with average scores nine points higher on the Strength and Endurance Test and
50% more cadets passing their fitness test in their first semester!

As many of you know, 2016 is a big year for VWIL and Mary Baldwin.  In March, we return to DC to defend our 1st Place
in the St Patrick’s Day Parade (13 March).  A month later, the Corps will join SMA for our annual reunion (15-16 April). Also
in April, we’re celebrating our 20th Anniversary during Mary Baldwin’s reunion weekend (22-23 April). 

  In May, we graduate our 18th VWIL Class and pass a new milestone — over 400 proud VWIL graduates (22 May)!  In
August, we welcome our 21st VWIL Class (28 August); the Class of 2020 is on track to exceed 1000 cadets matriculated
through VWIL.  Lastly, VWIL will proudly assist Mary Baldwin in its year-long 175th Anniversary celebration when we
officially ring in the new school year as Mary Baldwin University (31 August).

Bottom Line: the VWIL Corps of Cadets are excited to welcome you back to your campus anytime and thank you for your
continued support!  Have a great year in 2016!

Upcoming VWIL 20th Anniversary Events.
12 March – 11am – Alum and Recruiting Event at Wolftrap Virginia

RSVP to vwil@mbc.edu

13 March – noon – St Patrick’s Day Parade in Washington DC

Constitution Ave & 16 St NW

15 April – 4pm - Memorial Wall ceremony – SMA/VWIL Museum

16 April - noon SMA/VWIL Reunion Parade on campus

22 April – 3:30pm MBC/VWIL Reunion Parade with Dr. Cynthia Tyson

22 April - 7pm - Military Ball in Hunt Dining Hall

RSVP to vwil@mbc.edu

23 April - 8am - Brenda Bryant 5K Run/Walk at our Murphy Deming campus

RSVP to vwil@mbc.edu
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Update - February 2016   -   Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73

HOWIE BUST SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY STILL AVAILABLE!

The Howie Bust in Kable Courtyard.

We still need your help with this project!  The Howie Bust in Kable Courtyard is in need of new nighttime lighting package.
The current lighting package is insufficient and does not do the bust justice. Although exact costs are not available at the time of
this writing, it is estimated that this project will be in excess of $2000 to do it right.

Here is a reprint of the plaque that accompanies the Howie Bust so proudly displayed in Kable Courtyard. (See photo above.)

THOMAS D. HOWIE
APRIL 12, 1908-JULY 17, 1944

SMA TEACHER, COACH, ALUMNI SECRETARY
COMMANDER 3RD BATTALION 116TH INFANTRY

REGIMENT, 29TH INFANTRY DIVISION.
DURING THE LIBERATION OF NORMANDY, HIS

CHALLENGE TO HIS TROOPS WAS
“I’LL SEE YOU IN ST. LO”

AFTER HE FELL THEY ENTERED THE CITY AND
PLACED HIS FLAG DRAPED COFFIN IN THE

RUINS OF SAINT CROIX CHURCH WHERE, FOR
IN HIS NATIONS’ HISTORY, HE IS

“THE MAJOR OF ST. LO”
“DEAD IN FRANCE—DEATHLESS IN FAME”.

 
Please consider a donation to help properly light the Howie Bust at night so that all can enjoy it, regardless of when

they are passing by this iconic treasure of our alumni association. When sending in your donation, please be certain to note
on your check “Howie Bust”.

Thanks,

Peter Birckhead
Legacy Fund Chairman
SMA ‘73

VWIL GALLERY

The VWIL Corps of Cadets congratulates the United States Marine Corps on their 240 years of service to our Nation. A special thanks
to VWIL cadets/graduates who proudly serve(d) in the Marine Corps: Kim Primerano ’99, Melinda Cousins ’00, Katherine Hall ’01, Jen

Kukla ’04, Betsy Torres ’04, Kimberly Peeler ’06, Christina Malta ’09, Felicia Garza, Alex Gallagher ’13.

Editor’s note.  In early November, the VWIL Corps brightened the day for many local veterans amid steady rain
showers. VWIL joined the National Guard, Fishburne Military School, scouts, elected officials, vintage jeeps, and
high school marching bands to honor our Veterans. And on 11 November at 6pm, VWIL hosted their annual Veterans’
Appreciation Dinner on campus.
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would become a major
general in the Air Force
Reserve while serving in
the Senate. “Perhaps it is
the splendid isolation of
being alone in the air which
fascinates me,” he said in
his memoirs, “or it might be
the perspective which
comes from looking down
on every part of the world.”

During World War II,
Mr. Goldwater tried but was
unable to get a combat flying
assignment. He did get an
assignment to the Ferry

Command, a newly formed unit made up mostly of overage
pilots who delivered aircraft and supplies to war zones all over
the world, and he spent most of the war flying between the
United States and India, via the Azores and North Africa or
South America, Nigeria and Central Africa.

Back in Arizona after the war, Mr. Goldwater
considered going into politics, and in 1952, he decided to
challenge Democrat Ernest W. McFarland, a proven Arizona
vote-getter and the majority leader of the Senate. Mr.
Goldwater admitted his candidacy was a long shot, but with
some aggressive campaigning and the help of Eisenhower’s
popularity in the presidential election that year, he won by
7,000 votes. He subsequently served four more terms in
the U.S. Senate.

Mr. Goldwater, one of his party’s most respected elder
statesmen, suffered a resounding defeat when he ran for
president in 1964. But his efforts helped prepare the way
for the election of another conservative Republican, Ronald
Reagan, as president in 1980.

During his 1964 presidential campaign, Mr. Goldwater
was attacked by Democrats and opponents within his own
party as a demagogue and a leader of right-wing extremists
and racists who was likely to lead the United States into
nuclear war, eliminate civil rights progress and destroy such
social welfare programs as Social Security.

But that perception mellowed with time. Mr.
Goldwater returned to the Senate in 1969 and went on to
serve three more terms. Long before his retirement, he
had come to be regarded as the Grand Old Man of the
Republican Party and one of the nation’s most respected
exponents of conservatism, which he sometimes defined
as holding on to that which was tested and true and opposing
change simply for the sake of change.

His friends said he was often misunderstood, but his
reputation for personal integrity was unblemished. At the
height of the Watergate crisis, when the Republicans in
Congress needed someone to tell President Richard M.
Nixon he should resign, they chose Senator Goldwater. But
instead of telling the president what to do, Mr. Goldwater

simply informed him in the Oval Office on Aug. 7, 1974, that
the Republicans in Congress were unwilling and unable to stop
his impeachment and conviction should he remain in office.
Nixon announced his resignation the next day.

Mr. Goldwater refused to join the Republicans of the New
Right during the 1980s when they began to press for legislation
that would limit the authority of the federal courts to curb organized
prayer in public schools or to order busing for school integration.
He opposed busing and he backed prayer in schools, Mr. Goldwater
said, but he thought it a dangerous breach of the separation of
powers for Congress to be telling the courts what to do.

“There are words of mine floating around in the air that I
would like to reach up and eat,” he once said, and when asked
by journalist Stewart Alsop in 1963 what it might feel like to
wake up as president someday, Mr. Goldwater remarked,
“Frankly, it scares the hell out of me.”

To many, Mr. Goldwater was a man of contradictions. He
ended racial segregation in his family department stores, and he
was instrumental in ending it in Phoenix schools and restaurants
and in the Arizona National Guard. But he also voted against the
1964 Civil Rights Act, contending that it was unconstitutional, and
he backed restrictive amendments to earlier civil rights legislation.
Blacks voted overwhelmingly against him in 1964.

In his personal and political memoirs, “With No Apologies,”
published in 1979, Mr. Goldwater observed that his run for the
presidency in 1964 “was like trying to stand up in a hammock.”
He said he knew that his chances of winning were slim and
contended that his fellow Republicans cost him any chance he
might have had during the battle for the Republican nomination.
“By the time the convention opened, I had been branded as a
fascist, a racist, a trigger-happy warmonger, a nuclear madman
and the candidate who couldn’t win,” Mr. Goldwater recalled.

More than anyone else, he was responsible for the
unanimous Senate passage of the Defense Department
Reorganization Act of 1986, the last major achievement of his
political career. That measure, approved over the objections of
the military establishment, streamlined command channels at
the Pentagon. It was “the only goddamn thing I’ve done in the
Senate that’s worth a damn,” Mr. Goldwater said. Mr.
Goldwater declined to run for a sixth term in the Senate in
1986, and he retired from politics as chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee and the Senate Intelligence
Committee. “If I had a chance to do it again, I’d do it again,”
he said at the time.

At the age of 89, Mr. Goldwater, who was a five-term
U.S. senator, a champion of conservatism, and whose 1964
presidential candidacy launched a revolution within the
Republican Party, died on 29 May 1998 at home in Paradise
Valley near Phoenix, AZ.

Senator Goldwater’s two sons also attended SMA:
Barry, Jr., in the Class of 57, and Michael in the Class of 58.

Washington Post Staff Writer, Bart Barns Saturday, May
30, 1998; Page A01 (Some contents of original were
removed to conserve space.)

Edits by Kelly McGavock, SMA ‘59

Cadet Goldwater in 1928.

VWIL/MBC Band poses with retired Navy Chief Petty Officer.
Editor’s note.  Photos and captions shown above were originally posted on VWIL’s Facebook Page.

VWIL Color Guard leads the Corps through Staunton on Veterans Day.
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The Historical Staunton Military Academy Museum Cont.

and maps of what the military academy used to look like
including: old buildings that have been demolished and
pictures of what present day buildings used to look like
when they were first built. When visiting the museum, all
of the pictures and information presented will allow one
to imagine the old campus. The museum provides a video
clip that explains the history of SMA from its beginning
days to its end. With this footage of the campus, you can
actually witness what SMA used to look like and the
changes that have occurred. The video also captures
cadets participating in basic training and their everyday
normal activities. When people visit historical museums,
they want to observe the changes that have been made
from past to the present day. The SMA museum includes
an organized display of the uniforms that alumni used to
wear. Visitors can view the changes in structure, material,
and design of the uniforms displayed.

Unlike many other museums, the SMA museum is slightly
difficult to locate, if one has never visited before. The museum
is located at the top of the hill, where Mary Baldwin College
is. The museum is specifically located under the Student
Activity Center (SAC) parking lot towards the east of Kable
dorm. In order to get to the museum, visitors must walk
down the left set of steps from the SAC parking lot. The
steps will lead visitors straight to the doors of the SMA
museum. The SMA museum is open Wednesdays,
Saturdays, and Sundays from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. There is no

admission fee, which results in a perfect informative weekend
activity with zero charge.

The SMA museum has been open for 15 years, and
they focus on informing the community of the legacy of
SMA cadets and how those traditions are being passed
on to the VWIL cadets. This museum contains information
that will forever remind people of how some of SMA’s
alumni have contributed to society. For example, around
20 years after SMA closed, Virginia Women’s Institute
for Leadership (VWIL) was founded. VWIL continues
the legacy of SMA and also is incorporated in the museum.
SMA includes an archive of the alumni which states their
names and who has made the hall of fame. One hall of
fame member is Ricardo Martinelli. Martinelli graduated
in 1969 and was the 5th president of Panama from 2009-
2014. There is also Joe Vitt (class of 1974), who was
NFL coach for the Kansas City Chiefs and other NFL
teams. Although small, the SMA museum contains
memories donated by alumni that give us the opportunity
to experience SMA.

If you have any questions about the SMA museum,
please contact Arlene Nicely.
Phone:  (540) 885-1309
Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org
Address: P.O. Box 958 Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

SMA Hall of Fame: Barry Morris Goldwater
Barry Morris Goldwater was born in Phoenix, AZ, on New Year’s Day, 1909,

three years before Arizona was admitted to the Union. He was the eldest son of
Baron and Josephine Williams Goldwater, and the grandson of “Big Mike”
Goldwasser, a Jewish immigrant from an area of Poland that was then ruled by
the Russian czars. Although Jewish on his father’s side, Barry was raised in the
Episcopalian tradition of his mother.

Growing up in Phoenix, Barry was popular with his schoolmates but an
indifferent student. So, after a disastrous freshman year in high school, his parents
sent him to Staunton Military Academy. There, he thrived on the rigorous
discipline and military atmosphere, and he graduated at the top of his class. He
returned to Arizona and enrolled as a freshman at the University of Arizona in the
fall of 1928. His father died the next spring, and Mr. Goldwater left college to
work in the family store.

Associates said he was a natural merchandiser with a gift for recognizing the
sales potential of an offbeat item. Early in his career, he purchased a design for
“antsy pantsy” men’s shorts with red ants crawling all over the white cloth, and
the item proved to be a tremendous success. By age 27, he was general manager
of the Phoenix store. He initiated a five-day workweek for his employees and
improved fringe benefits.

In 1930, Mr. Goldwater decided he would learn to fly, and he began rising before dawn to be at the Phoenix airstrip by
daybreak, when air conditions in Arizona were best for neophyte pilots. Flying would become a major part of his adult life, and he

Campaign photo of Senator Goldwater in 1964.

taps
David Stafford Dana, SMA ‘49

(News story) David Stafford
Dana, a former vice president for the
Dana Corp. whose influence and
altruism was felt in the arts and
medical communities, died Tuesday
at his New Hampshire home.

He had pulmonary fibrosis lung
disease, his wife Elaine Dana said.
He was 84.  “He was quite strong
until the end,” Mrs. Dana said. “He
always liked to control the situation.
He directed the whole ending. It was

a very peaceful last 24 hours by ourselves.”
Starting in 1952, Mr. Dana spent 18 years with Dana

Corp., a manufacturer of automotive parts headquartered in
Toledo. Among his roles, Mr. Dana served as director of sales
for the company’s international division and was later vice
president of Dana International.

A long-term international project for several years in the
1960s took Mr. Dana to Mexico City to help
establish a plant, said Mrs. Dana. She said he took
22 local families with him as they taught and trained
people there how to run a plant. Later in life, he
was invited back to Mexico with Mrs. Dana.  “They
had great communication among all workers from
those on the floor to the CEO in the office. They all
communicated in part of improving their product,”
she said. “He was a little bit ahead of his time when
it came to that.”

In November, 1967, Mr. Dana was among
three men to walk away from a flaming plane crash near
Findlay. The Blade reported that the Cessna 421 twin-engine
plane tried to land in rainy and overcast conditions south of
Findlay Airport when the plane came through the cloud ceiling
and apparently clipped some treetops before crashing. Mr.
Dana and two other men were treated for minor injuries at
Blanchard Valley Hospital.

Mr. Dana had three daughters and two sons with his first
wife, Patricia Dana Dodd. One daughter, Amy Profaci,
recalled her father’s positive disposition and life lessons from
him. “He was a great dad,” Mrs. Profaci said. “We all loved
him. He was just so much fun. He was a very optimistic
person. He always looked for reason to celebrate, and he
always looked for just something to feel grateful for. He really
instilled that in all of us to be grateful every day, not just in a
general way, but very specific in a daily basis about what is
good and positive in your life and to celebrate it.”

Upon returning to the United States in the late 1960s,
and given his love of the wilderness, The Blade reported that
Mr. Dana and his first wife purchased a mountain near
Whitefield, N.H., to create what became a sumptuous estate.

After retiring, Mr. Dana moved to New Hampshire in 1970
and was involved in real estate for three decades.

Elaine and Mr. Dana met on Martha’s Vineyard in
Massachusetts in 1982 before marrying in 1991. Monday
would have been their 24th anniversary. Elaine Dana said
she and her husband were quite active no matter where in
the world they were.  “We used to dig potatoes in the
mountains in the morning and be in New York that night and
go to the opera,” Mrs. Dana said. ”We had a broad spectrum
of interests. We biked across the country several times. We’d
bike in Europe. We loved to do that type of thing, and loved
to hike.”

Culture and being an active participant in the arts were
key facets in Mr. Dana’s life. He was on the board of the
Chamber Orchestra of New York and the 92nd Street Y. He
was a patron of the Metropolitan Opera and New York
Philharmonic.

Mr. Dana also recognized the need to help others. He
established the Dana Child Development and Learning
Disorders Program at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn.
He also contributed to the Johns Hopkins Hospital in

Baltimore and Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical
Center in Lebanon, N.H.  The Dana Rehabilitation
Wing of the Morrison, an assisted living home in
Whitefield, N.H., that’s been in existence for more
than a century, was important to him.

Mr. Dana was born June 5, 1931, in Dallas to
Eleanor Naylor Dana and David Tarlton Stafford.
Charles Anderson Dana - the former chairman and
CEO of the Dana Corp. - was his stepfather, who
adopted and helped raise him, Elaine Dana said. ”He
always said he had the two best fathers anyone could

hope for,” Mrs. Profaci said. “That’s an illustration how he looked
for the best in a situation. It wasn’t the easiest thing for him to
start out with one and end up with another.”

Mr. Dana grew up in New York City and Wilton, Conn.
He attended the Staunton Military Academy in Staunton,
Virginia for seven years, graduating in 1949. He studied
engineering at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology and received
a degree in industrial engineering from
Columbia University, where he also
studied business. He was an Army
veteran.

“His family meant the world to
him,” Mrs. Profaci said. “In spite of
the fact that we didn’t all live together,
he worked very hard to keep us
connected to each other. He did a
wonderful job of that. We are a big
family all over the country, but we are
absolutely whole and united in a way
a lot of families aren’t.”

Cadet Dana in 1949.

David Stafford Dana
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This item was submitted by our SMA Webmaster, Mark Orr, SMA ‘73.

Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) are back - permanently. With the enactment of the PATH Act of 2015 on December
18, 2015, Congress again brought QCDs back to life. QCDs allow IRA owners and beneficiaries who are age 70 ½ and older to
directly transfer $100,000 to a charity tax-free. What is different this time around? QCDs are now permanently available. This ends
years of last-minute renewals. In 2016, if you are over age 70 ½ and charitably inclined, you can count on QCDs being available. You
can act now to integrate this strategy into your long-term planning earlier in the year.

Deadline for the Reunion-2016 issue of the Kablegram-Leader.  We plan to publish the Reunion-2016 issue of the
Kablegram-Leader in June, 2016.  The deadline for contributions is May 15th.  Please send pictures (with captions) to
Kablegram@sma-alumni.org!

Reunion ad and two press releases came from MBC students.  Our alumni association grant writer, Susie Miller, is a busy
person.  Besides being an entrepreneur (President of Skill Set Partners, LLC), she also works at Mary Baldwin College (University)
where she teaches a course in Public Relations.  Last semester, her students produced three items displayed in this issue of the
Kablegram-Leader.  There are two press releases (one about the museum and another about Johnny Ramone), and the third item is
the SMA reunion ad featured in our reunion section.  Our appreciation goes out to Susie and her students.  Well done!

The Historical Staunton Military Academy Museum

“Here Today, Gone Tomorrow”  -  Johnny Ramone
Press Release by Jessica Rogers, MBC

John W. Cummings, better known as “Johnny Ramone”, founder and guitarist of “The Ramones,” attended the Staunton
Military Academy in the early 60’s.

The 1970’s punk rock band was formed after “Johnny” left SMA, when he attended Forest Hills High School in New
York. Here he met the rest of the members – Dee Dee, Tommy, and Joey.

Johnny Ramone’s father was a strict disciplinarian who made sure Johnny went to military school to learn important life
lessons. Johnny can be quoted saying “I went to military school, and in military school you couldn’t call in sick.” Which
explains the band’s mentality and for doing over 2,000 concerts and touring for a little over 20 years.

The Ramones offered a lot of influence on the punk movement in the United Kingdom and the United States. With hit
songs such as – “Blitzkrieg Bop” and “I Wanna Be Sedated” – the band became very popular, even making the Rolling
Stone’s “100 Greatest Artist of All Time” list and being named the second-greatest band of all time by Spin magazine.

Even though Johnny Ramone’s attendance to Staunton Military Academy was a short one, the guitarist still had some
history there. The SMA museum can be visited on the Mary Baldwin College campus where Arlene and Brocky Nicely
(Brocky also attended SMA) can offer insight into the daily life of Johnny Ramone when he was known as Cadet Cummings.

The SMA museum can be reached by phone at (540) 885-1309 or on a toll free number at (800) 627-5806. Located on
the Mary Baldwin Campus, the operating hours are Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

The Staunton Military Academy (SMA) museum
contains timeless information about one of America’s
distinguished military academies. SMA was established in
1884 and closed in 1976, only eight years shy of a century.
Throughout the many years, SMA has achieved greatness as
both an institution and through the accomplishments of its
cadets. The SMA museum is operated by alumni: Tom Davis,
class of ’62 and President of the SMA Alumni Association,

Press Release By Alicia Johnson, MBC

Arlene Nicely, office manager, and Brocky Nicely, class of
’65 and museum curator.

The SMA museum includes artifacts and important
documents collected at the time of the school’s closing
and from donations by alumni and their family members.
These artifacts are preserved and arranged properly to
demonstrate the time period from which they originally
came. The museum contains an abundance of pictures

He is survived by his wife, Elaine; his children, Charles
Dana (SMA ’69), Deborah Horvath, Stephanie Stranahan,
and Amy Joe Profaci; his daughter-in-law, Nancy; his 11
grandchildren, and four great-children. Mr. Dana’s eldest son,
Randall, died in 2003.

The family suggests donations in Mr. Dana’s memory to
the Mayo Clinic or the Morrison. A memorial in Whitefield is
scheduled for April.

This is a news story by Matt Thompson.  Published in
Toledo Blade on Dec. 27, 2015
Editor’s note: one of the other two men who survived the
plane crash was Herk Wolfe, David’s friend and
classmate at SMA.

Angelo F. Falconi, SMA ’45 (left SMA in ’43)
Age 91, a lifelong resident of

the Washington County area, who
took great pride in calling
Southwestern Pennsylvania his
home, passed away at the
Donnell House in
Washington, Pennsylvania
on Friday, November 6,
2015. Upon receiving one
of the many awards
bestowed upon him during
his lifetime, Angelo said,
“I’m proud to acknowledge
that my parents, Elena and

Cesare, came to the United States, through Ellis
Island, in 1923, from the small town of Valcadara, Italy. I
learned important lessons from my parents and my uncle,
Dominick. They brought with them from Italy a commitment
to hard work and the recognition of the importance of family
and community. I have tried to apply the lessons I learned.”

His life’s journey took him across the country, around
the world and he touched the lives of countless people. Angelo
F. Falconi was born in Lawrence, near Canonsburg,
Pennsylvania, on February 19, 1924. He was preceded in
death by four sisters, his twin sister, Melinda Borrelli, Antonina
Horwath, Elena Morascyzk and Rita Skittle. During his youth,
he attended school in Canonsburg and the Staunton Military
Academy in Staunton, Virginia, but he was primarily self-
taught.

Angelo embodied the true entrepreneurial spirit. He loved
to make “deals.” He was a charismatic businessman who
was willing to take risks when people suggested otherwise.
This spirit first came to light when he and a childhood friend
decided to start a business at the age of six by waxing a
schoolteacher’s car. Unfortunately for the schoolteacher, all
that the industrious duo had available was axle grease.

Fortunately, Angelo’s father came to his rescue and the
entrepreneurial fire had been ignited.

He never let adversity hold him back. In 1937, as a
teenager, he started his first used car dealership in
Canonsburg. His love affair with the automobile industry
began. In the early 1940’s, Angelo became one of the
youngest Ford dealers in the United States. Shortly after
receiving his approval as a Ford dealer, he was drafted into
the U.S. Army Air Force and proudly remained on active
duty until the end of World War II. At the conclusion of
World War II, Angelo returned to Canonsburg, Pennsylvania
and operated the Ford dealership into the 1960’s. He made
many trips to Dearborne, Michigan, where he was a guest
at Henry Ford’s home.

In the 1960’s, to great surprise, Angelo sold the Ford
dealership to invest in Toyota, a car mostly unknown in the
U.S. and ill-suited for our climate. He had a vision that few
shared. It was a recurring story. Over the years, he had
owned automobile dealerships in Pennsylvania, Ohio, West
Virginia, Florida, Nevada, Arizona and California, representing
various manufacturers and was a pioneer in recognizing the
impact of foreign automobiles and motorcycles in the U.S.
market. Throughout Angelo’s 70 year history in the

automotive industry, he was a dealer of almost
every make of vehicle and motorcycle including
Edsel, Ford, Toyota Harley-Davidson, Honda,
Subaru, Mercedes Benz, Chevrolet, Nissan,
Acura, Hyundai, Oldsmobile, Cadillac, Mazda,
Dodge, Chrysler, Plymouth, and Jeep.

Angelo was involved in many other business
ventures including the development of the
Washington Mall, Oak Springs Center, Mac
Plastics, Falcon Plastics, Corporate Air, The
Canonsburg Pottery, Sharon Metal Products and

real estate developments for commercial, industrial and
residential use in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Florida, Nevada,
California, Arizona and Ohio. The Falconi related ventures
have employed more than
1,000 people throughout the
nation with approximately
700 of them working in
S o u t h w e s t e r n
Pennsylvania.

Angelo and his family
have been supporters of
many organizations
throughout the area
including the Washington
Area Humane Society,
Canonsburg Hospital, St.
Patrick’s Roman Catholic
Church in Canonsburg,
youth athletics, Washington
& Jefferson College, the

 Cadet Falconi in 1943.

Angelo’s statue at Consol Energy
Park,  a stadium he helped to build
in Washington, PA.
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IT’S A MILITARY SCHOOL!
Joe Johnson, Fishburne Military School

Dear prospective or current parent:
There has been a lot in the news lately about college students arriving as if they are the center of the universe and that

everything is about them. If they get offended by anything, it is the college’s fault. If you have or are thinking about placing your
child in a military school, here is what you need to know:

Your child will be yelled at.
Your child will hear and learn coarse language.
Your child will be forced to wear the same outfit as his or her classmates.
Your child will be forced to engage in teamwork.
Your child will be forced to memorize information and then recite it upon command.
Your child will engage in physical exercises that will strain every muscle in his or her body. Some will be part of
organized sports; some will be part of his/her disciplinary training.
Your child will be called on every day in class. If your child has late work, there will be consequences.
Your child will be subjected to the rookie leadership of his or her fellow cadets. If he or she sticks around, he or she will
get to learn leadership on other cadets too. It is part of the process.
Your child will cry himself or herself to sleep or contact you wanting out – until one day he or she will get it. Our system
is not perfect, but we are careful in our selection of cadets.
If an applicant has serious developmental, psychological, medical, or disciplinary issues before coming to our school –
they will not be admitted.
If a person develops serious psychological, medical, or disciplinary issues after becoming a cadet, he or she will not be
allowed to continue.
It is tough; it is designed to be. It is designed to teach self-discipline.
Your child will know how to rise when someone enters the room. He or she will know how to look you in the eye and
express himself/herself. He or she will learn that face-to-face conversation is far better than electronic conversation.
Is it worth it? You better believe it.
Your child will be an adult upon graduating.
He or she will be able to withstand harsh supervisors, he or she will be able lead others.
He or she will have brothers that attended this military school and half-brothers that attended every other military
school.
Military school graduates have become leaders in every field of endeavor. Not everyone will make it; not everyone will
become the million dollar man. Some have and will go to jail.
Almost all, but not everyone, will look back on their military school experience and be proud of it.

So mom and dad – before you send us your child, know what to expect:
He or she will cry, he or she will try to manipulate you, and he or she will tell only part of the story before he or she gets it.
Once he or she gets it, friends for life will be from that military school. He or she will want to go back for organized and
unorganized events.
You won’t understand it, because chances are you did not go to military school – you only paid for it.

Joe Johnson, Fishburne Military School, Class of 1971 - Fishburne.Org

Washington County Community Foundation and Falconi Field,
the home of the Washington Wild Things. He also supported
the University of Pittsburgh. He was also very proud of his
involvement with the Pittsburgh Penguins. When Mario
Lemieux contacted Angelo and said he was putting together
a group to buy the Penguins and keep them in Pittsburgh,
Angelo once again answered the call. He was proud to call
Mario Lemieux his friend and that the team has remained a
Pittsburgh landmark.

Angelo was a leader in the community. He touched the
lives of thousands of people in a positive way. Angelo is
survived by his son, Angelo M. Falconi (Angie); and a number
of nieces and nephews. Deceased are his first wife, Alice
Svitek; his second wife, Paula Garcia; his twin sister, Melinda
Borrelli; and his sisters, Antonina Horwath, Elena Morascyzk
and Rita Skittle.

In lieu of flowers, Angelo has requested that
donations be made to the Washington Area
Humane Society, PO Box 66, Eighty-four, PA
15330, the Washington County Community
Foundation at PO Box 308, Eighty-four, PA 15330
or Hospice Care of the Washington Hospital for
the Donnell House at 155 Wilson Ave., Washington,
PA 15301.
Originally published in Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
on Nov. 8, 2015

Eugene F. Ford, SMA ’47 (left SMA in ‘46)
Eugene F. Ford, of Key Largo, Florida, passed away

peacefully in his sleep early in the morning of Wednesday,
October 21, 2015 at the age of
86. Gene was an affordable
housing champion for the country
and Washington, DC. He began
his active career in housing and
real estate with The Carey
Winston Company in the early
50’s. In 1966, he founded Mid-
City Developers, Inc. which
evolved into the current Mid-City
Financial Corporation.
Committed to dealing with the
housing needs of people in need,
the firm has developed, financed
or facilitated the creation of over

40,000 units of affordable multifamily rental housing in the
Washington DC and Baltimore metropolitan areas and is the
largest private owner and operator of such housing in the
Region. In 1973, Gene established Edgewood Management
Corporation which today manages over 30,000 low and
moderate income units for non-profit organizations, local
Housing Authorities and private owners. Gene’s use of
creative financing and development planning technique for

opportunities he then executed on, or helped others to execute,
was legendary. Gene was the recipient of numerous honors
and housing awards and dedicated much of his time in serving
others through charitable and volunteer activities. He served
as Founder and Chairman of the Community Preservation
and Development Corporation as well as Chair and Board
Member of the Institute for Responsible Housing
Preservation. He also served on the Boards of the National
Housing Conference, Victory Housing Corporation, Homes
for America and the Federal City Council. In addition, Gene
was a Founding Board Member on the Eagle Bank Holding
Company Board, past Director of the Carroll Manor Nursing
Home, Washington Urban League, McArthur Glen Realty,
Urban Atlantic and Housing Policy Commission of the State
of Maryland, and served as Chairman of the Governor’s

Committee on Policy for Housing Working Families
in Maryland. He also sat on the Advisory Board of
Fannie Mae. A longtime proponent of supportive
service programs in housing, Gene believed that the
current focus on the delivery of these services is a
critical turning point in the lives of families and
disadvantaged individuals. He once said, “The quality
of the lives of the cities and of the families that live
in them are inextricably woven together. Fostering
change in either or both must be integrated within a
broad urban strategy.”  His loving wife of more than
50 years, Alice Donohoe Ford predeceased him by

four years. Gene is survived by three living children Gene Jr.,
Michael, and Mary. His daughter Louise passed away four
years ago. He is also survived by six grandchildren, Jason
Pauley, Madelaine Ford, Elizabeth Ford,
Bryan Pauley, Daniel Lewis, and Francis
Ford. Mr. Ford requested that any
donations be sent to the Alice & Eugene
Ford Foundation, Inc. a 501(c) (3)
Foundation. Located at 7200 Wisconsin
Ave., #903, Bethesda, MD 20814.
Originally published in The Washington
Post from Oct. 30 to Nov. 1, 2015

Louis A. Michaels, SMA ‘54
Louis A. Michaels, 80, a

resident of Swoyersville,
peacefully passed away
Tuesday morning, Jan. 19, 2016,
at home after a four-month
battle with pancreatic cancer,
surrounded by his loving family.

Born on Sept. 28, 1935,
Louis was the son of the late
Walter and Mary (Maholick)
Michaels. The youngest of eight

Cadet Ford in 1946

Eugene F. Ford

 Cadet Michaels in 1954.
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cadets. Some cadets waited in the hallway entrance for
their dates while others, who were dating young ladies that
were not allowed out without supervision, sat a respectable
distance from their dates on the parlor furniture talking
about who knows what. I certainly did not have a clue as
to what to talk about on a date and that became readily
apparent soon enough.

When we started talking on our walk, I had no idea
what to talk about except the one thing we had in common,
knowing her former boyfriend. Given over 45 more years
of experience in male-female relationships, I now realize
the mistake in engaging in that topic. We did have another
walking date the following Sunday with the same results.
The following week, as you might expect, a letter came
from her somehow smuggled out through whatever
methods used in such instances.

In it, she said that she was trying get over not having
R. around after dating him for two years and our
conversations about him were not helping. She felt it would
be best if we did not see each other again. While it was
heart breaking for me to be dumped even from such a
short relationship, her words were kind, ringing with an
honesty and sincerity that I expected from one of the young
ladies of Stuart Hall. It took away some of the sting. Some,
but not all. So ended my first and only attempt at dating
Stuart Hall during my time at SMA.

The girl from Richmond continued to come up for the
formal dances and my weekends continued to be filled
with sci-fi paperbacks, self-imposed study periods, or
movies downtown with the other single cadets rather than
walks in the park with a lovely young lady. I do believe
that K., still broken-hearted over the absence of R. and
the failure of me to fill his shoes, took a drastic inexcusable
measure to relieve her anguish in the form of dating a cadet
from AMA for the rest of the year.

I did have one more personal bit of contact with another
young lady from Stuart Hall. This one started just prior to
graduation and ended during the following summer.

There was one particularly attractive young lady that I
had admired from a distance. This young lady, S., was the
roommate of a girl who went steady with a cadet acquaintance
of mine. She would come to Sunday parades with other Stuart
Hall attendees, and I would also see her at times Friday nights
walking downtown with other young ladies. I even went to
the effort of asking about her and the only response I remember
was that she was from Berlin.

I do not remember exactly why this stopped me from
further pursuit, but it did. Maybe the distance across the
ocean to that city was the determining factor or maybe my
feeling that since she was from Berlin, her father must be
high in the military and that was not something I wanted to
add into my life, I had enough military already. Maybe it
was just an excuse to not get shut down again. For whatever
the reason, I dropped any further effort at contact.

That all changed one Saturday evening close to
graduation when I was invited over to the in-town home of
a classmate. This cadet, who had been a day student his
first two years at the Academy, became a boarding student
his junior year for reasons unknown to me. His sister
attended Stuart Hall as a day student. The other cadets
there that night were mostly senior cadets and seemed to
be regulars at these Saturday night events (a.k.a. parties).
To this day, I do not know why I was invited, since I had
never been invited before. What I have come to believe
was that the purpose of these parties was a way for these
senior cadets to meet with their girlfriends in a more relaxed
environment than the Stuart Hall Parlor or the local movie
theater. The Stuart Hall young ladies could come as a group
to the house of one of their classmates and return to the
campus as a group.

When I arrived at the house, S. was already there. For
another unremembered reason, I actually approached her and
struck up a conversation. Maybe it was close enough to the
end of the school year that I did not care about being shot
down. I knew that I would only have to deal with the pain of
any rejection for another few weeks. Then, it was off to college
and a completely new life anyway. So talk I did.

We talked about our individual upcoming graduations
and college in the fall. She mentioned that she would be
going to a state college in Maryland. I asked, “Why there?”
She said since she lived in Maryland, that seemed the right
place to go. I told her that someone had told me that she
was from Berlin and she said, “Yes, Berlin, Maryland.”

This hit me in a not so funny way. I told her that if I had
known that, I would have asked her out a long time ago. Who
knows if I would have, but I wanted to express my desires.
We continued to talk for the rest of the evening then exchanged
addresses with promises to write after graduation.

I wrote her over the summer and she invited me to
come visit her in Berlin. We had an enjoyable two days
driving around in my new (actually used) MGB and visiting
nearby Ocean City. We ate with her family and I spent my
nights in their camping trailer. In the end though, we both
realized that we were heading to new phases in our lives
and starting a long distance relationship would be futile. I
left the day after that second night and returned to Richmond
ready to head to college and whatever lay ahead for me.

As I drove away with her standing on her parent’s
yard, I thought of opportunities lost but with a new
confidence in my ability to form relationships with women.
I remember feeling that if someone as cute and intelligent
as her would have an interest in me, maybe I had a chance
for love after all.

I have not had any contact with S. in the ensuing 45
years. But, I have always been grateful to her for leaving
me with that feeling of confidence.

children, he was a lifelong resident of Swoyersville, residing
in the family homestead until his death. Known for his prowess
on the football field, Lou was one of the greatest athletes to
come out of the Wyoming Valley.

Lou started his education at Swoyersville High School
where his athletic talent was first noticed. A three-sport
athlete, Lou was a two-way starter on the 1951 Swoyersville
Sailors Eastern Conference Championship football team.
After his sophomore year, Lou went on to finish his high
school education at Staunton Military Academy in Virginia.
At Staunton, Lou was a four-sport letter-winner, but it was
on the gridiron where he excelled. Lou received a scholarship
to play football at the University of Kentucky, from which he
graduated in 1958 with a Bachelors of Art degree in
education. While at Kentucky, Lou became a two-time
consensus All-American as an offensive and defensive
lineman in 1956 and 1957. He was also selected as the
Southeastern Conference Player of the Year in 1957, and
finished fourth in the voting for the Heisman Trophy in 1957.
In addition to playing offense and defense, he was a kicker
and punter as well. He was the epitome of an ironman –
NEVER LEAVING THE FIELD!

Lou went on to have an illustrious 13-year professional
career in the NFL. Drafted in the first round, Lou
was the fourth overall pick by the Los Angeles
Rams in 1958. In 1961, he went to play for the
Pittsburgh Steelers, and was selected to the Pro
Bowl after the 1962 and 1963 seasons. It was there
that he met the love of his life, Ms. Judy Mis, who
was the personal secretary to the Steelers owner,
Art Rooney. They were married in 1966, while
Lou had moved on to play for the Baltimore Colts.
Lou spent the 1964-1969 seasons with the Colts.
One of the biggest disappointments occurred during
his time with the Colts when they lost to the New York Jets
in Super Bowl III. Until his dying day, the memory of that
loss remained with him. He finished his career in 1971 with
the Green Bay Packers. Lou’s achievements on the field did
not go unnoticed. He was elected to the College Football
Hall of Fame in 1992; was named one of the top 25 players
in the Southeastern Conference from 1950-2000; and was
inducted into the National Polish-American Hall of Fame in
1994, an achievement he was most proud of due to his
heritage.

The floods in Pennsylvania resulting from Hurricane
Agnes in 1972 caused Lou to retire from playing in the NFL.
Rather than leave his family in the devastation that occurred,
Lou chose to retire. Family was the most important thing in
his life, and this is only a small example of his commitment to
his family. Upon retirement, Lou owned two taverns, the
L&M, Kingston, and Lou Michaels Inn, Pittston. He sold the
bars in 1980, and finished his working life as the athletic di-
rector at the Luzerne County Prison, from where he retired
in 2002.

Lou had many other interests outside of football. An
avid fan of the ponies, Lou spent the first Saturday in May at
the Kentucky Derby for 55 consecutive years. In his later
years, he could be found on the golf courses with his sons,
Ed and Matt; or with his golf buddy, Billy B. However, the
thing that Lou really loved was holding court. He loved telling
stories with his pals on the “Back Road,” Hospodars Garage
or his favorite watering hole.

Commitment to the community and giving to others
was also very important to Lou. Although he could have
lived anywhere, he chose to live in the valley where he grew
up. For over a decade, Lou worked with the Make-A-Wish
Foundation. His Celebrity Golf Tournament raised thousands
of dollars to help children of the Valley and their families. He
was also an active member of the Swoyersville Lions Club.

A devout Catholic who attended Mass daily, Lou
was an active member of St. Mary of Czestochowa Church,
which later evolved into Holy Name/St. Mary Parish
Community, now consolidated with St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish, Swoyersville. He also greatly enjoyed going on
religious retreats which he did annually for over 30 years.
His vast collection of religious items will be donated to the
missionaries in Central America.

Besides his parents, Lou was preceded in death
by his brothers, Stanley, Edward, Joseph, John (Jake)
and Thomas; his sister, Francis and a nephew, Bill,
who was more like a brother than a nephew.

Above all things, Lou loved his family. He leaves
behind his treasured wife, Judy, with whom he
would have celebrated 50 years of marriage on May
28, 2016. Judy was everything to Lou, and she was
totally devoted to his care through his courageous
battle with cancer to the very end. Lou also leaves
behind their loving children, his eldest son, Edward,

of Swoyersville, his wife, Tina and their children, Christina,
Caitlin and Colby Elizabeth – “Lou’s Angels”; his middle
child, Matthew, of Forty Fort, and his wife, Sara and their
children, Louis, his namesake, and
Mary Jane, his little princess; and
most loved Daddy’s Little Girl,
Michele Grochocki and her husband,
Mark, who Lou counted as a third
son. Michele could do no wrong in
her father’s eyes. He is also survived
by his brother, Walt, as well as
numerous nieces and nephews.

Lou’s family wishes to thank his
family physician and lifelong friend, Dr.
Andrew Stuka, for his years of
continued compassion. In light of his
recent struggles, they would like to
extend their appreciation and gratitude

  Louis A. Michaels.
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Life as a Cadet - Dating (or Not Dating) Stuart Hall cont.

Continued from page 3

taps cont.

in their conservative dresses and would stand in a group while
being assaulted by hundreds of adolescent eyes.

During my first three years at the Academy, I did not try
to date any of the young ladies from the Hall. I was a shy
boy who did not know how to foster a relationship with a
member of the opposite sex. My attempts at conversation
usually turned into a tongue-tied ramble that caused the
interest of the young lady I was trying to impress to quickly
wane. She would then turn her attention to the next boy in
line.

I did go to the Rat mixer, held on the grounds of the
Superintendent’s House, my freshman year. I drank punch
from a paper cup while holding cookies in my other hand,
afraid to move forward to the line of young ladies standing
together in the grass. Other cadets did beat paths across the
void and were successful in obtaining dates for the first dance.
Some even formed relationships that survive to this very day.
However, full of sugar cookies and red punch, I languished
on the grass, afraid to move. Even though I did not approach
them then or any other time during those first three years,
my non-relationship with Stuart Hall dates back to my first
weekend at SMA.

SMA required all cadets to attend church services every
Sunday. During the first week of my Rat year at SMA, my
squad leader came into my room and asked me what religion
I was. When I said Episcopal, he told me that on Sunday
morning, as the church squads were forming on the asphalt,
I should go with him and join the one heading to the Emmanuel
Episcopal Church. When I asked him why that one, he told
me that it was the church across the street from Stuart Hall.
Now, at that point in my SMA career, I barely knew what the
asphalt was let alone what Stuart Hall was. But, like a good
Rat private, I stopped asking questions and followed him that
Sunday to the asphalt where the multiple groups of cadets
were forming up to head to church. We joined a group of
cadets in the throngs of organizing into a formation slightly
larger than a platoon but smaller than a company. Only the
Catholic Church formation was larger. It was truly company
size and had split itself into two platoons.

Later, I found out there was a second Episcopal Church
in town, the Trinity Episcopal Church. This church was larger
than the Emmanuel Episcopal Church and was the one that
SMA used for the Commencement Baccalaureate Services.
However, it did not have fifty or so young ladies sitting together
in it. Hence, the church squad for Trinity never quite reached
the size of Emmanuel except at Commencement when all
the seniors and the band marched there for one last trip
through the town.

After that, every Sunday until I graduated, I sat in the
pews on the left side of the Emmanuel Episcopal Church and
watched the young ladies from Stuart Hall file quietly into
the pews on the right. Between the two groups of high school
age attendees, the church filled every service. Maybe they

had another service for adults. After the service, the cadets
would have about ten minutes to try to visit with the young
ladies before having to form up for the march back to SMA.
Continuing in my standard fashion, I never had the nerve to
walk up and start a conversation. I stood on the sidewalk
watching the braver cadets do their thing. I even became an
alter boy at the church in an attempt to garner more time to
build my nerve since I did not have to march back and forth
with the formation. It did not work. I never got the nerve.

Consequently, during my freshman and sophomore years,
I would watch the busload of young ladies from Stuart Hall
arrive on the asphalt for dances. They would meet their dates
as they got off the bus then be escorted down the stairs and
onto the dance floor. I would sit in the balcony of the large
gym with all the other dateless non-dancers to watch the
moving and grooving on the floor below. Then, it was back to
my room to read a sci-fi paperback.

In my junior year, I invited a girl from my old neighborhood
in Richmond up for the formal dances. Not that I had any real
desire to allow anyone to watch me “shake my bootie” since
rhythm and I never really got along, but it provided the opportunity
for me to leave the balcony and be seen on the floor. Luckily, the
dance floor was crowded enough to hide my inability to carry a
beat. I always said later in life that if I had any rhythm in my
body, I would not have worked as a Rock & Roll Roadie during
the 1970’s, I would have been on the stage. However, that is the
subject for another column. For the informal dances, I remained
in the balcony or hung around the bandstand to watch the
musicians. When I got bored with that, it was back to the sci-fi
paperbacks in my room.

Only in my senior year did I venture out, walk the half-
mile or so down Frederick Street, and climb the stairs of the
front entrance into that mystical front parlor. One of my
friends, R. (names are hidden to protect the innocent), had
graduated from SMA the year before. The young lady that
he had been dating at Stuart Hall for his last two years at
SMA, K., was a year younger and therefore was left behind
when he graduated. I had met K. through R. as an
acquaintance, talking with her and R. after parades and the
occasional run-in downtown while on leave.

I contacted K. early in September of our senior year and
asked to take her for a walk in Gypsy Hill Park on the following
Sunday afternoon. I do not remember the exact rules she
was under as a senior regarding going out with a boy. Perhaps
one of the former young ladies of Stuart Hall can enlighten
the Kablegram readers at a future time. But, the rules did
allow us to walk through the park unsupervised. However,
we still could not engage in any PDA (Public Displays of
Affection) except holding hands.

She accepted my offer, and after church and second
mess, I accompanied several other cadets to Stuart Hall. I
climbed those stairs for the first time and went into that
mysterious parlor that I had heard so much about from other

to Dr. David Greenwald and his staff at Medical Oncology
Associates. They would be remiss without recognizing Hospice
of the Sacred Heart for their compassionate care during his
final days.

At Lou’s request, a private family viewing and funeral
service will be held. A Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated in St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Swoyersville,
with Monsignor John J. Sempa, officiating. Interment with
the Rite of Committal will follow in Saint Mary’s Roman
Catholic Cemetery, Swoyersville. A public Mass in celebration
of the life of Lou Michaels will be announced at a future
date.

In lieu of flowers, a donation may be made to Live with
Autism, P.O. Box 436, Mountain Top, PA 18707, or the
National Multiple Sclerosis Society, Pennsylvania Keystone
Chapter, 2000 Linglestown Road, Suite 201, Harrisburg, PA
17110.
Originally published in Citizen’s Voice on January 21,
2016.

Rev. Dr. George Tompkins, SMA ‘69
(updated from the December issue)

Rev. Canon George J. Tompkins of Glasgow,
Virginia and
Charleston, South
Carolina, died
November 17,
2015 at the age of
64.  He was the
valedictorian for
the SMA class of
1969 and Captain of the Band
Company.  After SMA, he
received a bachelor’s degree
from the University of Virginia,
a master’s degree from Yale
University, and a doctorate

from the University of the South (Swanee).
Canon Tompkins devoted his life to the Episcopal Church.

He served as curate of Bruton Parish Church in Williamsburg,
Virginia and as priest at St. Thomas Episcopal Church in
Windsor, North Carolina.  Thereafter, he was rector at Old
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina
for 19 years until his retirement.

The Spanish classes he took at SMA laid the foundation
for his fluency in the language, which he used to minister to

members of the Latino community in Charleston and on
missions to the Dominican Republic.  During his retirement,
he was active in the Rockbridge County Historical Association
and the Lexington Historical Association.

Canon Tompkins is survived by this sister, Sallie Tompkins
Thieleck, an alumna of Stuart Hall and two sons.

Editor’s note.  This update to our brief mention of Canon
Tompkins’ passing in our December issue was sent to us by
his friend and SMA classmate, Karl Lahring.  Karl also
mentioned that Canon Tompkins served as an “acolyte” at
Emmanuel Epicsopal Church in Staunton, while he was a
cadet at SMA.

John Eugene Toth, SMA ‘54

The Lord took John Eugene
Toth, 77, into his house Sunday,
June 15, 2014 after a prolonged
battle with Alzheimer’s
Disease.

He is survived by his sons:
John Eugene Jr. [Jay]
and his wife Gayle,
Bryan Lee, and Dean
Arnold and his wife
Theresa; grandsons,
John Eugene III and
Benjamin Lee;
granddaughter Nicole
and great-grandson
Maddox; and his brother Steve and his wife Barbara,
of Tucson, Ariz.

John was born in Youngstown, Ohio, the son of John and
Irene Toth. He graduated from Staunton Military
Academy in 1954 and graduated from Youngstown State
University. He was married to Carol, also from Youngstown,
who left for the Lord’s House in July 2012.

John’s early working career spanned from the life
insurance business to ownership of two Mr. Steak restaurants
in Youngstown. He and Carole moved to Sierra Vista, Ariz.
in 1978, where he became the Director of the Sierra Vista
Chamber of Commerce. He joined Wick Communications,
Inc. and ultimately became the publisher of the Half Moon
Bay, Calif., and Benson and Willcox, Ariz. newspapers,
before retiring and moving to Tucson.

He’s resting comfortably now — and he will be missed.

Cadet Toth in 1954.

Cadet Tompkins in 1969.
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

Continued on page 4

The specialized and quite expensive polymer materials were purchased from Industrial Maintenance Solutions Incorporated,
based in Edinburg, Virginia, and the canopy was purchased from and installed by Buffalo Gap Home Improvements of Churchville,
Virginia.

All of the expenses involved with this project were covered by very generous donations made by the following alumni:

David Beduhn, 69
Robert Digiacomo ‘69
Phillip Farber ’69
John Fuog’70
John Garner, ‘53
Kevin Gorman, ‘70
George Jennings, ‘64
Robert Lehman ’69

A plaque will be placed near the eagle recognizing these alumni. Additional recognition goes to Jack Vaughan and Peter
Worth: Jack for his initial donation to get the project started and for reaching out to his fellow 1969 classmates for
donations and support and Peter for providing matching funds making this project possible. Both Jack and Peter have been
long-time supporters of the SMA Alumni Association and Foundation.  THANK YOU GENTLEMEN FOR YOUR
CONTINUED SUPPORT !

Additional recognition of Jack Vaughan’s, Jack Lowe’s and Halvor Aaslestad’s contributions will occur during the
Memorial Wall Ceremonies at our 2016 Reunion. Another great reason for all alumni to attend! Come and see your
beloved SMA Eagle and recognize your fellow alumni.

Peter Birckhead ‘73

Editor’s note.  If you have an interest in sponsoring one of our future projects, please contact Peter directly at
peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 713-819-1980.

Life as a Cadet - Dating (or Not Dating) Stuart Hall

Stuart Hall. What more needs to be said? There was
always a special relationship between SMA and Stuart Hall.
In the 1908 SMA yearbook, there is a Lamentation from
Stuart Hall and a Petition to the cadets asking them to
return. There is no information about what caused the rift
and even the thought of young viral cadets purposely staying
away from those young ladies is mind-boggling. However,
it was an important enough issue that some juniors and/or
sophomores at Stuart Hall felt the need to spend money to
document their sorrow forever in the SMA yearbook.

Note: Just for those of you that are wondering, I
am not trying to be politically correct by referring to
the girls that attended Stuart Hall as young ladies. This
term is the best way I feel I can describe my impression
of the few that I came to know back then. In addition,
I have always thought that just as the cadets at SMA
were being taught to be southern gentlemen, the female
students at Stuart Hall were being taught to be young

By Gregory P. Robertson

ladies. Also, please don’t think that I am discounting
the local town girls or the ones that attended Fairfax
Hall, but the Stuart Hall girls were reasonably close
enough to allow easy visits during times of leave and
also were in the same basic situation we were in; that
is, attending school away from home and under strict
supervision.

Now, back to the story of my long-term non-relationship
with Stuart Hall. The young ladies of Stuart Hall would
arrive on chartered buses at SMA for mixers and dances.
The cadets would then try their hardest to impress them in
the short time available. With about a five to one ratio of
cadets to Stuart Hall girls, the competition was rough for
us cadets and most likely exhausting for the young ladies. I
don’t know if the young ladies were ordered (to use the
SMA term) to the mixers and dances early in the school
year or whether it was a voluntary thing, but come they did

Larry Lombardi, ‘69
Louis Stathis ‘70
Leslie Taylor, ‘66
David Tinker, ‘69
Jack Vaughan, ‘69
Donald Westbrook ’69
Gary Waple ‘66
Peter Worth, ’57
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:
_____ Blue: L-XL (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ... $10.00
_____ Gray: L-3X (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield ...................... $75.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $35.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $40.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold .................. $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
   Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope .. $3.00
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................... $13.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................... $15.00
    $71.00 and above .................................................................. $17.00

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review

reflections from the hill

Over the past several months,
the Board, with the guidance of
Peter Birckhead  has been trying
to determine how or if the SMA
Eagle that used to be above the
entrance to North Barracks could
be saved or duplicated.  For the
past several years, it has been part
of the display next to the Memorial
Wall.  When it would snow, the
clearing crew would dump the snow

over the wall.  Unfortunately, the snow usually was dumped on
the Eagle and it was coming apart.  To recast the Eagle was
going to be very expensive. Jack Lowe came forward with a
plan.  The Board accepted the plan, and Jack and his friend
Hal Aaslestad put many hours working on the Eagle.  It has
now been completed to everyone’s delight.  It also has a roof
over it and will soon have lighting so that it can be seen at night.
Everyone should thank Jack and Hal for their efforts.

Our grant writer and Peter Birckhead have obtained a grant
that will allow us to put all the old SMA records into a computer
archive, where grades and other details will be forever secure.
Sensitive records can only to be accessed by authorized
personnel, but many of our records will be available to all.

One of my goals during my tenure as your President is to
develop chapters for the Alumni Association.  Philadelphia had
a chapter called the Alexander Patch chapter, when I attended
the Academy.  The youngest Alum of the Academy is about 57
years of age.  As time passes, it will become more difficult for
our Alums to make it to Staunton for the Reunion.  Thus, my
thought is that we have chapters throughout the Country, if not
the world.  I am finding that it is difficult for me in Staunton to
make this happen.  Some Alums have come forward and held
small get-togethers, but I hope to see more.  If you are interested
in starting a local chapter, let the office know, and we will help
you begin.

Finally, I have received word that two of the greatest SMA
football players have passed away this year: Lou Michaels and
Bill Quinlan.  Both were outstanding in college and played in
the pros for a number of years.  I met Lou at a reunion a few
years ago, and we told stories about our years playing for SMA.
It was a joy.

Tom Davis, SMA ‘62
President, SMA Alumni Association

Tom Davis



Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73

As reported in the December edition of the Kablegram-Leader,
the SMA Eagle is the coveted symbol of our school; it was proudly
displayed for over 50 years under the vestibule of North Barracks. It
had been falling apart ever since it was placed outside the museum near
the Memorial Wall in the early 2000’s.

The Legacy Fund Committee along with the Board of Directors of
our alumni association is proud to report that our beloved SMA Eagle
has been fully restored and protected from further decay for many years
to come.

Due to the herculean efforts of Jack Lowe, SMA Class of 1949,
and resident of Staunton, Virginia and his friend and fellow sculptor,
Halvor Aaslestad, also a resident of Staunton, the project was completed
for significantly less cost than what was originally projected. Jack and
Halvor sourced, coordinated, and actually performed the work
themselves. Instead of having to replace the eagle with a newly casted

replica, Jack and Halvor found a way to preserve it, using a specialized two part polymer compound to reattach broken pieces
and to cover the eagle in a protectant material. Additionally, a canopy was constructed
to shield the eagle from future harsh weather. As you see in the photo above, the
SMA Eagle once again stands proudly! Tom Davis and Arlene and Brocky Nicely
helped coordinate the project.

Jack Lowe learned the trade and process of mixing and using polymer compounds
during his career working with
companies on hydroelectric dams
and in the tire retreading business.

Thankfully, with both Jack and
Halvor residing in Staunton and
knowing this unique trade, we all
benefited with having our beloved
SMA Eagle brought back to an
almost new condition.

Hal and Jack met at a local
church function and learned that
they both enjoyed sculpturing, and
thus a friendship developed.
Halvor retired from Yale University
as Assistant Dean of Research.
While at Yale, he also taught
Biology.
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Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.
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SMA EAGLE RESTORATION PROJECT IS COMPLETE
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Our beautiful eagle… fully restored and well protected.

Before restoration, our broken eagle was
badly cracked and missing pieces.


