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The Life and Times of Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Taylor

By Joseph Taylor, Jr., SMA ‘46
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REUNION 2014 REGISTER NOW

Dates: March 28-30, 2014
Location: “The Hill,” Staunton, Virginia

Our next reunion will be a joint SMA & VWIL Reunion with many coordinated events on The Hill.
SMA Registration form and a Schedule of Events are available online at the SMA Alumni Association

website (sma-alumni.org/reunion.htm) and in this issue of the Kablegram. Please note, there are a limited
block of rooms at the SJH, and SMA Reunion registration prices increase after the March 15th deadline. Save yourself some money and register
early - it really does help Arlene and makes things go more smoothly. We do accept credit cards now!!!

Stonewall Jackson Hotel and Conference Center
24 South Market Street � � �  Staunton VA 24401

540.245.8206 direct | 540.885.4848 main | 540.885.4840 fax � � �  www.stonewalljacksonhotel.com

~ Sponsor a VWIL Cadet ~
We are seeking SMA alumni that would like to sponsor a VWIL cadet at our reunion banquet dinner on Saturday night. This

provides a great opportunity to meet and talk to these fine young ladies and future leaders. The cost is $50 per cadet. If you can sponsor
one (or more than one), it would be greatly appreciated. This year, each sponsor will be awarded a bottle of locally raised honey, courtesy of

our past Association President, Harry Bruckno, SMA ’62.  Please contact Arlene at the SMAAA Office: Phone: 540-885-1309
� � �  Toll Free: 1-800-627-5806 � � �  Fax: 1-866-950-4452 � � �  Email: smaoffice@sma-alumni.org

Stonewall Jackson Hotel

This sketch of Col. Joseph Taylor was
in the dedication of the 1939 Shrapnel

Joseph Taylor was born on October 15,
1886 in Fall River, Massachusetts.  His early
life helped him to relate well to young boys in
his later years.  Joe was an only child.  His
parents were immigrants from England, who
separated and divorced before he was six.
They worked in a New England textile mill
making cotton clothing.  Joe was shuffled
between parents until he was 15, when he quit
school after the eighth grade.  He joined the
army by lying about his age.  The year was
1901, and the Spanish-American War had
ended a few years earlier.  Joe went through
basic infantry training, but found army life hard.
After nine months, he became homesick,
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................... $5.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00
_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $10.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(3)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold .................. $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

$____________
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$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review

reflections from the hill

Hello again fellow old boys.
We are coming down to the wire for
another great all-class reunion.  I
hope all of you are getting your
reservations made and your reunion
dues paid; so all you have to do is
enjoy the weekend activities.

Everyone is in for a great time. Remember all of the
classes that are coming up for a big year reunion: 74, 69, 64,
59, 54 and so on. Get your classmates called, and prod them
to come to the hill for a weekend of stories and tales of the
great years we all had on the hill.

If you need to find out anything about the weekend’s
activities, call the SMA/VWIL Museum, or check the SMAAA
web site.

I am looking forward to seeing all of you. CLASS of
1974, get off you butts and get there!
  
 
Truth Duty Honor
 
Bill Bissett, SMA ‘74
SMAAA President

Reunion Price at Stonewall Jackson Hotel

is $125.00 per night,

if the reservations are made by 2/28/2014!

Don’t wait, call (540) 885-4848, and mention

“SMA Reunion”.
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

confessed his true age to his commanding officer, and was
released from the service and sent home.

Returning to Fall River, he lived with his father, who
was drinking heavily.  His mother had left the area, and he
did not know how to find her.  Life with his alcoholic and
abusive father became impossible.  Two years later, in
1904, at age 18, he rejoined the army.  This time, he
asked to serve in the Horse Cavalry, stayed in the Army
for nine years, and decided to make the military his life’s
work.

Soon after reenlisting, he was sent to Fort Ethan Allen
near Burlington, Vermont.  Joe found life at the fort tough.
It was here he first learned to fight; boxing came later.  He
said that one year there were seven murders in his regiment
in seven weeks.  One night, returning to the fort after
payday and a night in town, he was set upon by three
soldiers intent on robbing him.  He lost six teeth in that
fight, but was proud to say: “You should have seen the
other guys.” He lost those teeth, because they got him
down, and one kicked him.  Years later, he would say:
“When you fight, never go down”.  His skill as a fighter
became well known, and he was asked to fight on and
later coach the company boxing team.

Boxing in the early 1900’s was a brutal sport.  Fighting
was with bare knuckles or thinly wrapped fists.
Occasionally, thin kid gloves were used to protect the
hands.  The army believed that boxing was part of every
soldier’s training, and the best fighters fought regularly on
the company team.  Referees were a noncommissioned
officer whose job it was to see that no one was seriously
hurt.  Truly, soldiers were being trained to fight and kill in
war, and boxing was an important part of hand-to-hand
combat training.

Joe was a kind and gentle man, in spite of his rough
life, but those who remember him well know his hands
were like rocks, when he made a fist.  Joe liked the movie
From Here to Eternity and would say: “There’s a lot of
truth in that film.  It’s the way it was.”

Joe played on the company baseball team at Fort
Ethan Allen.  Before an important game, a horse kicked
him in the thigh and upper leg.  A large bruise developed,
and he had great difficulty walking.  On the day of the
game, he hobbled up to the bench and sat on the far end,
away from the coach.  As his team went to bat in the
bottom of the ninth, the score was tied 4 to 4.  Soon the
bases were loaded, but there were two out.  Then, the
coach called from the far end of the bench, “Taylor, take
the bat.”  Joe looked surprised and pointed to his swollen
leg saying: “I can’t run.”  The coach replied, “You’re the

best hitter I’ve got.  Just hit a home run and touch first
base, and the game is over.”  Joe was handed a bat and
hobbled up to the plate.  He watched a ball and a strike
go by to gage the pitcher; then he was ready.  He hit the
next pitch, but it went too high.  It landed just short of the
left field fence and ten yards inside the foul line.  The man
on third scored easily, as did the man on second, and then
the man of first, but Joe was only half way to first and the
ball was coming from left field.  The men who were on
third, second, and first were on the sideline jumping up
and down cheering him on.  As the shortstop threw to
first, Joe fell forward diving for the base.  As the dust rose
the first base umpire cried “Safe!”, and the game was
over.  Joe was carried off the field to his barracks by his
jubilant teammates.

At the age of 21, he met and married 18 year old
Clara May Goyette on Thanksgiving Day.  Her parents
were immigrants from Montreal, Canada, who ran a meat
market in Burlington.  Joe made Corporal the year they
were married, Sergeant two years later, was broken to
the ranks for fighting in town a year later, and promoted
back to Staff Sergeant before the year’s end.

From Fort Ethan Allen, Joe and Clara were sent to
Texas, where he served under Captain (later General)
George Patton.  Patton was a cavalry company
commander whose troupe was policing the border
between the United States and Mexico.  Joe Taylor was
his First Sergeant.  Joe later said of Patton: “He was one
of the best officers I served under – very fair – but when
he was mad, he had the foulest mouth I ever heard.”  One
Friday afternoon, Captain Patton asked Joe to play on
the company polo team in a match the next day.  The
team was usually composed of officers, but they were a
man short, and Joe was a good horseman, although he
had never played polo in his life.  Joe played well, and the
team won, but in a melee around the ball, he broke a
mallet.  After the match, he offered to pay for it, but Patton
wouldn’t let him.  Later he found out that it would have
cost him a month’s salary.  Joe liked the game, but decided
he couldn’t afford polo, and he never played again.

In Texas, Joe’s army boxing career reached its peak.
He became Light-heavyweight Champion of the U.S.
Army.  He was proud to say he also fought and beat the
army heavyweight champion, but the fight was not official,
because he didn’t weigh enough.  To strengthen his legs
and build endurance, Joe would run up and down Texas
sand dunes until exhausted.  He was often heard to say:
“You can never be in good enough shape for a fight.”

Continued on page 4
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Bass Drummers were ready for the rain. VWIL Color Guard awaits the start of the parade.

Looking sharp for the new Governor, Terry McAuliffe. Colonel Patrick looks pleased with the formation.

Joe was not just a boxer; he was an all-around athlete.
He played football and baseball on company teams and did
gymnastics regularly in the fort gym.  In the gym, he excelled
in the stationary horse and high bar.  On the drill field, he led
a horse mounted drill team which performed a pyramid of
six soldiers riding on three horses at the gallop.  Joe rode at
the center of the pyramid with the weight of three men on
his shoulders.

Clara’s father became ill in 1912 near the end of Joe’s
enlistment, and they returned to Burlington, Vermont.  Joe
and Clara took over running her father’s meat market, and
so began his career in food service.  The operated the
market six days a week from 7:00 AM to 6:00 PM.  Clara’s
father came to inspect newly arrived meat and to show Joe
and Clara the fine points of preparing meat for display and
sale.  In 1914, Joe had enough of the meat market and war
was beginning in Europe; so he rejoined the army for the
third time.  This time, he stayed to retirement.

Upon reenlisting, Master Sergeant Joe Taylor and Clara
were sent to the Philippine Islands, taken by Admiral Dewey
in the Spanish-American war.  Here he was promoted to
Warrant Officer, Lieutenant, and Captain – a promotion
each year as the United States prepared for war.  He became
the troop Ordinance Officer.  He like to bring weapons
home where he had time to disassemble, clean, and study
them.  One evening, he brought a new 45-caliber automatic
pistol home, removed the ammunition magazine, and
instinctively pointed the gun at the floor and pulled the trigger.
In the small kitchen, there was a deafening explosion, as the
gun went off – one bullet was still in the firing chamber.  Joe
looked at Clara sitting across from him, and they both looked
down at the floor at the bullet hole six inches from her foot.
They were both shaking and white.  Years later, Joe was
often heard to say in his ordinance lectures: “It’s the unloaded
guns that kill people”.

Facilities for Joe and Clara were primitive.  In the first
year, they lived in a tent, then moved to a tent with a wooden
floor, and finally to a wooden house on stilts with a thatched
roof.  One day, Joe shot a leopard in his back yard and
later, a twelve foot python under his raised house.  Working
one night in the house, Joe felt something on the back of his
neck.  He brushed it off and looked down to see a deadly
scorpion.  Clara sometimes swept tarantulas, spiders as big
as a fist, from the front steps in the morning before Joe went
to work.

After two years in the Philippines, Joe applied for
transfer to a combat unit heading for France and WWI.
Communication with the States was difficult, and the transfer

Captain Joe Taylor in 1924 at SMA

was so slow in coming that his tour of duty ended, and he
was in Hawaii on his way back to the States by ship, when
the war ended in 1918.

Back in the States, he was stationed at Fort Meade
near Washington, DC.  Still in the Cavalry, he was finding it
hard to find horses to ride.  At the fort, there were problems
with the officers’ and enlisted men’s messes.  A Major Patch,
(later General) who knew Joe, asked him to run both messes.
Joe knew men and how to handle them, but running food
service for 200 officers and over 1000 men was new to
him.  In the first week, he had to settle a fight between two
of his men; one had a butcher knife, the other a clever. Joe
stepped between them and quickly got the clever, but the
other man took a swipe at him with the knife.  They both
went to the hospital.  Joe had six stitches in his arm.  The
man had a broken jaw set.

Joe knew how to handle and lead men, but he didn’t
know a great deal about planning food service. For help
planning menus for his new job, Joe turned to Clara, who
was an excellent cook.  Together, they would plan a week’s
menus, and then Joe would set out to get the food from the
Supply Officer. Gradually, they developed monthly menus,
because it was hard to get what they wanted from the supply
depot with a week’s notice.  Joe said: “The secret to running
a good mess, besides
having good food and
a reliable kitchen staff,
was planning ahead”.
Good food in large
quantity was very hard
to get on short notice.

In late 1919,
Major Alexander
Patch came to
Staunton Military
Academy (SMA) as
senior military officer,
and he asked his
friend, Captain Joe
Taylor, to come with
him as his assistant.
Together they arrived
at SMA and took
command of the twelve man military staff.

Editor’s note.  This concludes part 1 of the Life and
Times of Lt. Col. Joe Taylor.  Part 2, covering Joe’s life
at SMA, will appear in the September issue of the
Kablegram-Leader.
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As all former military school cadets know, most military
schools such as SMA use the army system of rank to
differentiate cadets as to the level of responsibility and
privileges each has obtained. The higher your rank, the
more responsibility and privileges you have. Some cadets
at SMA blended well with this system, while others resisted
it. As for me, I blended well with it.

I came to SMA with a rudimentary understanding of
the army rank system from an interest in WWII and having
watched multiple episodes of “Combat” on TV. Also, the
image of a dashing Confederate Cavalry Major stayed
etched in my mind from various Civil War Centennial
educational opportunities. That rudimentary understanding
at least prepared me for induction into the Corps of Cadets.
I knew a sergeant from an officer and understood the
concept of obedience to orders.

I wanted to obtain rank from the moment I first put on
the uniform. This desire initially came from a need to live
up to the image of my father. He had graduated from the
Academy in 1940 as a Battalion Commander with the rank
of Cadet Major. That first year I set my sights on “Rat”
Corporal and pushed ahead. The trouble was, I had no
idea how to get promoted.

For my “Rat” year, I was in B Company’s 2nd platoon.
I studied hard for my classes and brought the Cs & Ds of
my pre-SMA schooling up to As & Bs. I was awarded
the S-80 pin for the second semester. That didn’t get me
promoted. I tucked in the hospital corners on my bed and
folded my shirts in my press to whatever the correct inches
were per the rules. That didn’t get me promoted. I marched
in parades with my eyes front and my arm at 45 degrees.
That didn’t get me promoted.

Now, I will admit that all was not perfect in this quest.
Demerits came to me such that I did have a couple of
Friday night Beat Squad tours. So, as the school year ended
and I left for summer vacation with empty sleeves, the only
advancement I had obtained in the Corps of Cadets was
the trading of my Rat belt for an Old Boy’s belt.

In the fall of 1967, I started the school year as a three
stripe Buck Sergeant with the assignment as a squad leader
in B Company’s 2nd platoon. I never quite understood
the reasoning of having both three stripe buck sergeants
and four stripe staff sergeants at SMA. There were no
additional responsibilities prescribed to the fourth stripe,
nor were there any additional privileges. The rumor mill
put forth that it provided economic opportunities for the
supply room to sell us the patches, the laundry to sew the
patches on our shirts, and for the dry cleaners to sew them
on our coats. The only thing it did for me was allow me to

have a goal of promotion during the school year. Staff
Sergeant was as high as I could go as a sophomore. So,
I kept my demerits down with the exception of the room
inspection incident described in the Life as a Cadet column
entitled “Roommates” (Kablegram 12-13). I kept my
grades up and was awarded a permanent S-80, the
Military Ribbon, and the Headmaster ribbon to wear on
my C Coat. By the time Company pictures were taken
for the yearbook, the Staff Sergeant goal had been
obtained. My eyes and goals turned to the next year and
the senior NCO slots available to Juniors; Sergeant First
Class, Master Sergeant, and First Sergeant.

One of the problems with obtaining rank at SMA was
that the higher you go, the fewer positions are available.
Whereas in the Corps there were about 76 squad leader
slots, there were only 18 SFC and 9 First Sergeant slots.
Also, some of the SFC positions were filled by seniors.
The only Master Sergeant slots were in the Color Guard
and my lack of height precluded an assignment into that
group. Therefore, advancement up the ranks tightened
up. I made my bed a little better, swept the floor a little
cleaner, studied a little harder, marched as professionally
as I could, and became involved in more activities around
the school (Kablegram, Howie Rifles, CAP).

My efforts were rewarded as I returned for my junior
year in the fall of 1968. I had obtained the rank of Sergeant
First Class and was once again assigned to B Company’s
2nd platoon. (Does anyone besides me see a continuing
theme here?) I had not obtained the First Sergeant rank
that might have led to the highest cadet positions in my
senior year though. I was actually astounded that the
person that was the First Sergeant for B Company that
year was a senior. Though a Senior being a First Sergeant
was not unheard of, it was rare. Also, after I understood
what it was that a First Sergeant did, I was amazed that a
Senior would want the job.

I knew that there was little or (more likely) no chance
of advancement that year as First Sergeants rarely get
busted and a slot open up. So, I resigned myself to the
SFC position and worked on keeping my grades up and
my demerits down.

I will say one thing about the Sergeant First Class
position; it was one of the easiest jobs in the Corps. The
rifle was left behind and I took up the sword. Squad
leaders and platoon leaders had to make sure that the
rank & file met the Company commander’s expectations.
The First Sergeants had to deal with the administration
aspects of the company. The only thing that a Sergeant
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VWIL Marches in Gubernatorial Parade

Mary Baldwin College’s Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Corps of Cadets marched January 11 in
Governor Terry McAuliffe’s inaugural parade. The parade, which followed McAuliffe’s swearing-in ceremony, began at
Richmond’s Capitol Square and traversed some of the state capitol’s historic districts.

 “The VWIL Corps of Cadets is proud to march in Governor-elect McAuliffe’s parade to help celebrate his inauguration,”
said Brigadier General Teresa Djuric, VWIL commandant of cadets. “In our 18-year history, the corps has marched in the
inaugural parades of four Virginia governors. This parade is an outstanding way for Mary Baldwin College and the VWIL
corps to welcome the new governor as he takes on the leadership role for our great state.”

The corps was also the sole college marching unit chosen to perform at the 2003 opening of the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy
Center, part of the Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum. The corps and marching band — which includes non-
VWIL student members — have marched for eight consecutive years in New York City’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade, held
annually in March.

Story by Amanda Bennett Lancaster and Leighton Curruth.  Photos by Woods Pierce.

Editor’s note.  Some of the text was originally published on December 12, 2013 under the byline of Leighton Curruth
in “boldlyBaldwin”, an online news source for Mary Baldwin College.

VWIL Corps in Governor’s Inaugural Parade. General Djuric and two exchange cadets from India.

Hurray! The rain stopped for the parade!
Continued on page 21

Continued on page 6

Life As A Cadet
By Greg Robertson, SMA ‘70
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First Class really had to do was look pretty while marching
in the parades and find the right dot to stand on when the
Brigade came on-line.

I left at the end of my junior year hoping for a company
commander’s position the next year as opposed to being a
platoon leader. I knew that there were additional privileges
attached to the Cadet Captain positions and after three years
at the Academy, I wanted those privileges. Everyone I talked
to expected me to return the following year as B Company’s
Commander.

 Towards the end of the summer of 1969, I received a
letter from the school informing me that I had been
appointed as Company Commander with the rank of Cadet
1st Lieutenant. The surprise was that the company I was
assigned to was A Company. But, as I discovered when I
arrived back on the Hill with the rest of the Senior Cadet
Officers, the Military Department had shifted most of the
Company commanders to companies they had not grown
up in.

I settled into the Company Commander’s role enjoying
the status and privileges afforded by it. The race for rank
had completed, the points added up, and the winners
announced. However, as the old adage goes, ‘It ain’t over
till the fat lady sings’.

One day in late October, Colonel Richters, the Senior
Army Instructor, called me into his office. In his hand was a
promotion order that would be announced at Retreat
Formation that evening. There were multiple promotions
on it, most were the standard 2nd Lieutenant to 1st

Lieutenant, 1st Lieutenant to Captain, Major to Lt. Colonel,
and Lt. Colonel to Colonel. Pointing first to my name (1st

Lieutenant to Captain), he moved his finger to the number
in parenthesis next to it. It was a (1). He asked me if I knew
what that meant. I confessed ignorance and he said that it
designated my rank among equals. If anything happened to
either of the Battalion Commanders or the Corps
Commander, I would be next in line for a higher position.
The concept of something causing one of those three above
me to lose their position seemed so farfetched that I thought
no more of it. However, I sometimes think that Colonel
Richters knew something I did not or foresaw trouble
brewing ahead.

The Monday after Thanksgiving, Colonel Richters
summoned me again to his office. He informed me that the
First Battalion Commander had been reduced in rank and I
was to assume temporary command of the battalion. I was
to move into the Guard House in South Barracks as
J.J.Heinz’s (the Corps Commander) roommate. So move I
did.

life as a cadet - ranklife as a cadet - ranklife as a cadet - ranklife as a cadet - ranklife as a cadet - rank taps
Gordon H. Morrow, SMA ’53.

Gordon H. Morrow of
Savannah died on October 29,
2013. He was born in Ann Arbor,
Michigan in 1935 and graduated
from Staunton Military
Academy in 1954.  He later
graduated from the University of
Michigan, where he was a
letterman on the football team and
a member of Sigma Chi fraternity.
He married Katherine Keller in
1956 and they had a wonderful 57 years together.

He had a long and varied career in sales in Champaign-
Urbana, Illinois and then in Savannah, where he and his family
moved in 1979. He was an avid sportsman,
participating in his younger years in distance running,
cross country skiing and golf. He was active in Rotary
International and was a past member of the Wilmington
Island Golf Club and the Savannah Yacht Club. He
was a volunteer at Hospice of Savannah, and a reading
tutor at Islands Elementary School. He was a member
of Isle of Hope United Methodist Church.

He is survived by his wife Katherine Morrow,
sons Jordon (Temple) Morrow of Savannah and Guy
(Edith) Morrow of Albany, California, daughter Anne
(Brian) Bullock of Smyrna, Georgia and grandchildren
Katherine, Clay, Kaia, and Nicholas Morrow and Jackson
and Harrison Bullock. Also surviving are brothers John Morrow
of Sherwood, Wisconsin and Thomas Morrow of Ann Arbor,
Michigan, and sister Anne Woodell of Oakland, California.
The family requests that in lieu of flowers, a contribution be
made to the charity of one’s choice

Published in Savannah Morning News from Nov. 1
to Nov. 2, 2013.

Pasco C. Scalleat, SMA ‘60

October 9, 2013.  Pasco
C. Scalleat, 72, of Hazleton, a
beloved husband, devoted
father and proud grandfather,
died Wednesday morning at St.
Luke Pavilion, where he had
been a guest only a few hours
after a lengthy illness.  He was

born in Hazleton, son of the late Joseph and Rose (Carsia)
Scalleat.

A graduate of Hazleton High School, Class of 1958,
Pasco graduated from the Staunton Military Academy
in 1960.

He was the owner of Miss Toni Garment Factory
and Anita Fashions for 35 years. In his retirement, he advised
and set up several businesses in the Philadelphia area for
his son.  An avid snowmobiler, he was a gourmet cook and
loved fine dining.

He is survived by his wife of 49 years, the former
Monica Semuta; children, Antonia Andeara and her
husband, Dennis, Weston, Fla.; Maria Scalleat, his devoted
daughter, who became his caregiver when he became ill,
Hazleton; and his son, Pasco Scalleat, Philadelphia; a
brother, Joseph Scalleat and his wife, Marie, Schnecksville;
four grandchildren, Derek Andeara, Eric Mussoline, Frank

Mussoline and Olivia Andeara; several nieces and
nephews; and his devoted friend, Caesar.

In lieu of flowers, donations to Catholic Social
Services or the Hazleton Animal Shelter in Pasco’s
memory would be appreciated by the family.

Henry Adam Unger, Jr., SMA ‘50

Henry Adam
Unger, Jr., 78, of Carmel, IN
passed on November 23, 2011.
He attended Staunton
Military Academy and Colgate
University, and played football.
He was also a member of Delta
Epsilon, Boston University, and
Officer’s Candidate School
where he became an officer in
the Army Medical Serv. Corps.
He had tours of duty in Vietnam,
Korea, Germany, and Ft. Benjamin Harrison, among other
state side locations working as a Hosp. Admin. After 20 years,
he retired a Maj. in 1973. Thereafter, he worked as a Hospital
Administrator for Charlotte Mecklenburg Mental Health
Department. He came to live in Carmel in 1990.

Henry was preceded in death by his parents, Henry Sr.
and Vera Unger. Survivors include his wife of 50 years, Patricia
Schmutte Unger; son, David Alan; daughter, Christa Timothy
Scott; grandkids, Chris, Brittany, Cody, and Shane; and great-
grandkids; Ashton, Sophia, and Jayden.

Published in the The Indianapolis Star on Nov. 30, 2011

Cadet Scalleat in 1960.

Cadet Morrow in 1954.

Cadet Unger in 1950.

I will not go into what transpired that caused the First
Battalion Commander to be removed from his position,
because I do not know the whole story. I heard rumors of
the offense, but I never talked to him about it personally.
He moved over to be a platoon leader in D Company.
Jack Ennis came over from being a D Company Platoon
Leader and took over as the A Company Commander.
Only thing I can say to the former Battalion Commander is
“THANKS!” I had now met half of my goals as far as rank
was concerned at the Academy. I had matched my father
in position but not yet in rank. That took a few weeks longer.

One day in mid-December, I went to see Colonel
Richters. I asked him if my position of Battalion Commander
was going to be made permanent. If it wasn’t, I would
rather be moved back as A Company Commander before
they forgot who I was. He said that the move would be
made permanent. Within two days, the Adjutant read an
order at Retreat Formation promoting me to Major. I had
matched my father at the Academy. My goals were done.

I was promoted again to Lt. Colonel early in the next
semester. I never asked for that one. I actually would have
rather stayed at Major. There were no additional privileges
associated with moving up that step, my pay (allowance)
did not increase, and the number of young ladies swooning
over me stayed the same (zero). I just liked the title. The
memories of the dashing young Confederate Cavalry Major
danced in my mind.

I do have to tell a secret about being a Battalion
Commander. The Battalion Commander had only two real
duties in the Corps. The first was making Mess Hall
announcements and giving the blessing. The second was
looking pretty while marching in parades and having a big
mouth so that your voice would carry when repeating
commands on the parade ground. But, that was it. It was
what I considered the easiest job with the most privileges
in the Corps. Great work if you can find it.
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SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall
Plaque Nomination Policy and Procedures

(Revised Dec. 2013)

1. Purpose. The purpose of this document is to outline the policy and procedures concerning the eligibility criteria,
nomination and approval process, and standards associated with the installation of individual memorial plaques on
the Staunton Military Academy-Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (SMA-VWIL) Memorial Wall, which
honors deceased alumni/alumnae, faculty, staff and friends of SMA-VWIL.

2. Membership. The SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall Nominating Committee ( “The Committee”) will be appointed
by the SMA Alumni Association president and will be managed by the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee (“ The
Committee”) and may be comprised of the following up to seven voting members:

� Chairman (SMA Alumni Association (SMAAA) Board Member)

� SMAAA Board Members (3)

� Commandant, VWIL Program

� VWIL Cadets (Up to 2, can be either alumnae or enrolled)

Association members may participate in the memorial plaque candidate nomination and information gathering
aspects required to support this process; however, only the seven committee members identified above may “vote”
on the final top three selections.

taps
Dr. James R. Etters, SMA ‘41

Perkasie Historical Society
Presents Living History Award
to Dr. James R. Etters.

Longtime historian and 50-year
Perkasie resident Dr. James R.
Etters was honored posthumously
Dec. 3 with the Perkasie Historical
Society’s annual Living History
Award.

“World War II vet, teacher,
coach, principal and civic leader, Dr. Etters was for six decades
a member and volunteer with the Perkasie Historical Society,”
said Charles W. Baum, president of the organization. Etters
died Oct. 16, 2013 at age 90.

Originally from Delaware County, he graduated from
Staunton Military Academy in Virginia in 1942 before
entering Penn State University. But World War II interfered,
and Etters spent three years in the U.S. Army at Fort
Sill, Okla., in a field artillery training battalion, attaining
the rank of sergeant major.

He returned to college after the war and
graduated in 1949 from Penn State, where he also
played on the soccer team for three years. This interest
ultimately led him to his forming a team and being
named the first soccer coach at Pennridge High School
in 1957.

Dr. Etters was an English teacher, guidance
counselor, athletic director and assistant high school principal
at Pennridge and earlier was an American history teacher and
principal in the North Penn School District. He eventually retired
from the Pennridge district and later served a term on the
Pennridge School Board.

Etters was very interested in family genealogy. He became
active with the Valley Forge Chapter, Sons of the American
Revolution, and served at its president, as well as state president

in 1996 and then state secretary
for two years. His research
showed his ancestors served in
World War I and also were Union
soldiers during the Civil War.

During his education career, he
was involved and served as an
officer in local, county, state and
national secondary principals
associations.  On the local level,
Etters served on the Perkasie

Planning Commission, Zoning Hearing Board and Perkasie
Borough Council. He served with other organizations including
St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ, Perkasie Park
Association, Pennsylvania Society, Hartzell-Crouthamel
American Legion Post 280, Quakertown Masonic Lodge,
Indian Valley Country Club and various Civil War societies.

The historical society will plant a tree in Menlo Park in
Etters’ memory.

Courtesy of the Perkasie Historical Society; originally
published in the Perkasie News Herald.

Finn E. Follum, SMA ‘57

Finn E. Follum, 73,
passed away on May 2, 2013.
He was born on November 12,
1939 in Quincy, Massachusetts.
Finn was the oldest of five

children born to Finn
and Mildred Follum,
both deceased.

Finn was
educated in Quincy
and Milton, Massachusetts until he enrolled in the
prestigious Staunton Military Academy in
Virginia, from which he graduated in 1957.
Finn also attended North Eastern University in
Boston until his enlistment in the U.S. Navy on

January 31, 1958.  He was honorably discharged on Mary
6, 1962 after serving in the Fighter Squadron 141 located
at NAS Miramar.  He continued on inactive reserve duty
until May 2, 1964.

Finn enjoyed cooking and had a great love of
animals.  He worked for many years at the former Crown
& Anchor Restaurant.  He retired from Occidental Chemical
Corp. (formerly Hooker Chemical) after 30 years of service.

Finn is survived by his wife, the former Grace
Salvaggio; his brother, Ron (Audrey) of Bergholz; brother,
Warren; sister, Linda (Jack) Carlson of Lewiston; and sister,
Patti (Richard) Vitello of Youngstown.  He is also survived
by many nieces, nephews, cousins, and two aunts.

Private funeral services were held in Quincy,
Massachusetts.  Memorial contributions may be made to
the Lewiston Fire Co. #1 Ambulance Fund or the Niagara
County S.P.C.A.

Originally published in the Niagara Gazzette.

Cadet Etters in 1942.

Dr. James Etters

Cadet Follum in 1957.

Continued on page 8

In every cadet room at SMA, with perhaps the exception of the Corps Commander’s, there was what was known as a
Press for the storage of a cadet’s uniform, rifle or sword, dirty clothes bag, and toiletries. It stood as a looming sentinel at room
inspections; eyed by the cadets and the inspecting officers alike. With each article folded just so and placed according to an
official chart, the Press was the source of many demerits and few merits. But why was it called a “Press”? The definition below,
from www.britannica.com, of the word “Wardrobe” gives us the origins.

The word wardrobe has a long and varied history. Geoffrey Chaucer used it to mean a lavatory, and for some time it
signified not a piece of furniture but a room or apartment; in medieval England, for instance, the king’s wardrobe was the center
of a good deal of administrative machinery. The actual piece of furniture in which clothes were kept was originally known as a
PRESS, and at quite an early date its division into two parts (one for hanging garments, the other for laying them out flat)
became established. By the 17th century, the word WARDROBE was coming to be accepted as descriptive of this kind of
piece, while the earlier emphasis on heavy carvings on and surrounding the doors was being supplanted by elaborate veneers
and marquetry. In some instances, wardrobes were incorporated into the paneling of bedrooms. By the end of the 18th century,
wardrobes usually consisted of a clothes press flanked by slightly recessed cupboards.

The mass production of furniture in the 19th century, combined with growing affluence, which meant that people
possessed more clothes, led to great importance being attached to the wardrobe as a piece of bedroom furniture. Massively
and ornately constructed, they were usually part of a bedroom suite consisting of drawers, washstand, dressing table, and bed.
In the 1860s the practice was introduced of fitting a mirror on the exterior of the center door; though this arrangement is still
found in the 20th century, it is more customary for it to be on the inside of the door. Contemporary fashion also tends to prefer
wardrobes that form an integral part of the architectural structure, often called closets.

Origin of the Clothes Press
by Greg Robertson – SMA ‘70
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3. Candidate Nominations. Each calendar year, The Committee is responsible for nominating not more than three

(3) eligible candidates to the SMAAA Board of Directors for purchase and installation of memorial plaques on the
Memorial Wall.
� Nominations must be made in accordance with a schedule that permits the procurement and installation of the

plaques to be completed not less than two weeks prior to the annual SMA Alumni Reunion weekend. This
includes development, review and approval of text.

� Nominations fitting the basic qualifying selection criteria outlined in paragraph 4 must be submitted for consideration
by November 1 for the following calendar year to The Committee.

� If a nominee is not selected for induction, that person’s name will be reconsidered for up to three years, at
which time that person will be dropped from further consideration.

� The SMA Alumni Association will maintain a historical listing of purchased memorial plaques.

4. Selection Criteria. All candidates must satisfy at least one of the basic qualifying selection criteria of having some
connection to either the Staunton Military Academy (SMA) or the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership
(VWIL) Program as defined by these four categories:
� ALUMNUS (SMA or VWIL)

� FACULTY/STAFF (SMA,VWIL or SMAAA staff)

� FRIENDS OF SMA/VWIL

� LIVING LEGENDS: Those groups who have been designated as SMA “Living Legends” will, upon their
death, be automatically considered as nominees for the Memorial Wall and be voted on by the Committee
at its earliest convenience.

5. Evaluation Criteria. The following criteria will be used in evaluating the list of candidates eligible to be honored
with a memorial plaque purchased by either the SMAAA or VWIL Program:
� CONTRIBUTIONS – To school, community, state, country and/or humanity

� ACCOMPLISHMENTS – Degree individual achieved noteworthy success in chosen profession or in life

� TRUTH, DUTY and HONOR – Degree to which individual exemplified these core values

A standard form/format, which will be determined by the Chair of The Committee, will be utilized by The Committee
to facilitate the evaluation and ranking process of each candidate against the criteria listed above. The Chair of The
Committee will take all reasonable action necessary to ensure continuity in the selection process from year to year.

6. Funding. Funding for individual memorial plaques will be provided as follows:
� SMAAA - SMA candidates selected and approved will be funded by the SMAAA.

� VWIL - VWIL candidates selected and approved will be funded by the VWIL Program (note - in some
cases, the SMAAA may fund all or partial cost of a VWIL candidate)

� Private - Privately funded plaques may be nominated outside of the normal three plaques per year limit.
However, the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee is responsible for reviewing and approving all privately funded
memorial plaque entries prior to submission to the SMAAA board for final approval. Privately funded plaque
candidates must satisfy the same basic selection criteria as outlined in paragraph 4; however, the satisfaction of
the evaluation criteria outlined in paragraph 5 will not be as stringent. If such nomination is approved, the cost
for a privately funded plaque will be $5,000.

7. Standardization. All SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall plaques will be of the same standard size, material and wording
font. A consistent standard for form and fit of memorial plaques on the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall must be
maintained. The standards specified for all individual memorial wall plaques are:
� Size: Width (horizontal) = 12 inches x Height (vertical) = 10 inches

� Material: Bronze with black background; double border; star rosettes in each corner

� Text: Raised letters; Font - Arial (or similar)

The only exception for standardization will occur when someone who already is named on another plaque on the
exterior of the museum-in that case the existing plaque can be rededicated.

Richard Lionel Bethea, SMA ‘57

Richard Lionel Bethea, 74,
of Water Valley, formerly of
Memphis, passed away on
February 27th, 2013 at his home.
Lionel was born on April 4th,
1938 to Jesse Lee Bethea and
Myrtle Gilmer Bethea in Dallas
County Arkansas. He graduated
from Memphis Humes
High School in 1956 and
Staunton Military

Academy in 1957. He met his future bride, Glenda
Baird at Memphis Humes High. He worked at the
Firestone Tire and Rubber Company for 25 years
until the plant closed in 1983. In his spare time, during
the late sixties and early seventies, he coached
baseball for Leawood Baptist Church and football
for the Gaisman Sports Association. Following his

career at Firestone he went to
work for the city of Memphis at
the Memphis Botanical Gardens
where he later retired.

He was preceded in death
by his mother and father, son
Michael, wife Glenda, and
brother Carl. He is survived by
his brother Billy, daughter Renee
(Jerry), sons Russell (Sandy),
Rick (Cindy), and Ronald  Richard Lionel Bethea

Cadet Bethea in 1957.

Cadet Corbett in 1959.

taps
(Christine); grandchildren Zack, Michael, Lindsey, Alicia,
Justin, Ryan, and Elizabeth; great-grandchildren Taylor, and
Gracie.

The family request that any memorials be made to the
St. Jude Children Research Hospital.

Robert L. Corbett, Jr., SMA ‘59

Robert L. “Bob” Corbett, Jr.,
72, died Friday, December
20, 2013. Funeral services
were held at Carlisle
Funeral Home with the
Rev. Greg Gregory and
Ralph Dawson Webb
officiating.  Burial followed
in Macclesfield Cemetery.

Bob was preceded in
death by his wife Judy

Morris Corbett and a sister Helen C. Woodard.  He is
survived by a son;  James L. Corbett and wife, Melisa, of
Macclesfield and granddaughters; Audrey Corbett of
Macclesfield and Hillary Corbett Whitfield and husband,
Robert, of Greenville.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the
Macclesfield Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 1, Macclesfield,
NC  27852.  Online condolences may be directed to the
family by visiting  www.carlislefuneralhome.com.

Originally published in The Daily Southerner.

John E. Pennypacker, Jr. SMA ‘63
I was selected in January 2011 to become the District

Governor of Rotary District 5510 in Arizona for the Rotary
year 2014 – 2015. Numerous intense training conferences
and seminars have prepared me to take office in July 2014.
This office is 1 of 534 Rotary District Governors throughout
the world made up of over 34,000 Rotary Clubs. Besides
Rotary, my interests include travel, golf, and grand-kids – not
necessarily in that order.

Editor’s Note: During his installation as District
Governor, John was serenaded by the Honeybees, a trio
of young ladies who recreate the songs of the Andrews
sisters.  Here is a picture of John and the Honeybees after
they finished their song “Oh, Johnny!” John Pennypacker, SMA ’63, and the Honeybees.
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Update 1-14—14

By Peter Birckhead ‘73

As many of you know from reading the May, September and December 2013 issues of the Kablegram-Leader, the
SMAAA has established the Legacy Fund Project Committee.  As Chair of the Committee, I mentioned in the May story that
I would provide routine updates on the progress of our committee with every issue of the Kablegram-Leader. Since we started
this initiative the following has been accomplished by the committee and your association board:

I A GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION HAS BEEN SET AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

The Legacy Fund Project Committee has set a Goal to raise $1.5 Million in order to provide the necessary principal
(invested) amount of money to yield a return sufficient to carry out its mission to support the Staunton Military Academy
Alumni Association in perpetuity and to support scholarship recipients or organizations, such as the Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Program, which exhibit the core values of “Truth, Duty, and Honor”.
UPDATE – The fund raising committee is well underway reaching out to alumni at this time. We will provide an update
at the Saturday morning breakfast during the reunion on the amount of donations   collected to date

II The Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association Partners with Harris Connect to Produce a New SMA
Alumni Directory

SMA Old Boys change emails, jobs and locations so often that it is hard for our alumni association to keep up with everyone.
As a result, your alumni association has contracted with Harris Connect, a leading publisher of alumni directories throughout the U.S.,
to update contact information on all of our alumni around the world so that they can keep up-to-date on alumni news, activities and
future reunions. Harris Connect will also help produce a beautiful hardcover and softcover publication that will allow SMA alumni to
find their old school buddies for personal reconnecting and professional networking.

Simultaneously with this effort with Harris Connect, several SMA alumni, led by Ed Smith, SMA ’76, from the last four
decades will be reaching out to members of their class by phone, email, Facebook, and/or snail mail to help with verification of contact
information and re-building of their class year data base.

UPDATE – This project is now complete and over 400 alumni will be receiving their new 2014 SMA Alumni Directories
in the mail over the next 30 days.  For those of you that would still like a new directory the alumni office will have a few copies for
sale during the reunion.

III NEW SMAAA FUNDING BINS CREATED AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

The 15 “funding bins” or ways for you to contribute to your association and its beneficiaries have been eliminated.  We now
have the following ways for you to support your alumni association and VWIL

1) SMAAA MEMBERSHIP FUND – your membership dues
2) SMAAA FOUNDATION LEGACY FUNDS

A. HERITAGE FUND – help ensure the memories, traditions and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity
B. TRUTH, DUTY AND HONOR FUND – support scholarship recipients and organizations, such as the VWIL
Program at MBC, that exemplify the core values of Truth, Duty and Honor

UPDATE – All donations received by the SMA Foundation are now allocated to one of the two above funds based on the
wishes of the donor.

IV GIFT GIVING MARKETING MATERIALS AND FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN

Gift Giving Marketing Materials have been created and we are gearing up for a public announcement of our fund raising
efforts at next year’s upcoming annual reunion. Be on the look-out for more information about this coming to you soon

UPDATE – Give Giving Materials will be available at the reunion and will be mailed out to all alumni in early April.

SMA Alumni Association Legacy Fund Project Committee

Continued on page 10
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SMA Alumni Association Legacy Fund Project Committee

V YOUR PAST AND ALL FUTURE DONATIONS HAVE BEEN OR ARE  NOW BEENING  PROPERLY
INVESTED

Sid Huguenin, SMA ’73, with Morgan Stanley has been selected by the SMAAA Board to provide investment services for
the SMA Foundation Legacy Fund.  An Investment Policy has been written, An Investment Committee has been formed and
approximately $230,000 is being invested systematically now and over the next several months into the stock market.

UPDATE – We are now pleased to say that the SMA Foundation has approximately $250,000  invested in the stock
market. As additional funds are received by the foundation additional investments will be made.

If anyone has any questions or want to help please contact me directly.
Thanks!

Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net
713-819-1980

Friday, March 28, 2014 (on former SMA campus)

9:30 – 11:30 am: SMAAA Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall)

10:00 am – 4:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open

11:00 am – 3:30 pm: Registration (Mess Hall)

3:30 pm: Honor Ceremony with Howie Rifles Performance (Kable Hall Courtyard)

4:30 pm: Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside of the SMA-VWIL Museum)

6:00 – 8:00 pm: Reception and Dinner (Mess Hall)

8:00 – 11:00 pm: VWIL Military Ball (SJH) (Open to all SMA alumni who wish to attend)

$15.00 per person attending (checks payable to VWIL)
Dress: Formal, Military or Business.

Saturday, March 29, 2014 (on former SMA campus & Stonewall Jackson Hotel)

8:15 – 9:00 am: Registration for those who have not registered (SJH)

9:00 – 9:30 am: SMA Breakfast Hosted by Legacy Fund Project Committee (SJH)

SMA alumni and spouse/adult guest

9:30 – 10:30 am: Annual SMA Alumni General Membership meeting (SJH)

10:00 – 11:00 am: Women’s Group (Alumni wives/guests) (SJH)

This is informal time with VWIL Cadets and to discuss VWIL plans for the future.

10:30 – 11:00 am: SMAAA Board of Directors meeting (SJH)

11:30 – 4:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open

12:00 – 1:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Parade (in honor of Dr. Bryant)

SMA-VWIL Alumni will form up on the asphalt at 11:45 am to follow the
VWIL Corps of Cadets onto Kable Field.

1:00 – 2:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Lunch (Parade Field)

3:00 – 5:00 pm: Dr. Bryant Memorial Walk-Run (register at site if you wish to participate)
or visit the museum, connect with former classmates, shop or tour the city.

5:00 – 6:00 pm: Registration for those who have not yet registered (SJH Lobby)

6:00 – 7:00 pm: Banquet Reception (cash bar) (SJH Lobby)

7:00 – 10:00 pm: Alumni Banquet (SJH Banquet Rm)

10:00 pm: Nostalgia Time

Sunday, March 30, 2014

8:30 am – 12:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open

John E. Pennypacker, Jr. SMA ‘63

Rotary International District 5510

District Governor   -  2014 – 2015

This brief biography was published by Rotary District 5510 Arizona, after John
Pennypacker, SMA ’63, was nominated and elected to the office of District
Governor.

Having been born in Winchester, Virginia in 1945, I was 3 months old before my dad first saw me when he flew home from
England at the end of WWII. He was a bomber pilot in B-17s and I guess that is where my love of flying began.

My fondest memories as a child were growing up on a farm, milking cows and gathering eggs. On Sunday’s after church
we would go to my grandparents’ house and listen to “Victory at Sea” on the FM radio and play canasta.

My first exposure to Rotary came in 1953 with the little league baseball team sponsored by the local Rotary club. I was
able to visit this club during my year as president of the Mesa – Boeing club in 2001 – 2002.

I attended the public schools in Winchester through the 8th grade. I then went to Staunton Military Academy for 4
years where I was totally immersed in the ROTC program. I found my niche as I thrived in the military lifestyle. During my
senior year I was a cadet Company Commander and editor of the school newspaper. My first attempt at college was a mistake
– I went to the wrong school; however, I still have good memories of that experience.

John Pennypacker, SMA ‘63

John E. Pennypacker, Jr. SMA ‘63

Continued on page 11
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reunion 2014

As for the school, a lot is still there and will
surely  evoke an amazing amount of
memories.

The Supply Room (now the SMA Museum)

Memorial & Kable Halls

The Mess Hall

And the Parade Grounds
which are still used for that
purpose by the VWIL Corps
of cadets of Mary Baldwin
College.

VWIL carries the SMA flag in their parades.

Members of the VWIL “Howie Rifle Drill Team”
take part in the annual dedication to the fallen.

Please join 100 plus Old Boys March 28nd thru 30th,
2014 and bask in true nostalgia!

In 1965 I was drafted into the US Army and went to
Vietnam in early 1966 as an Infantryman. Before my year
was up, I was selected to go to helicopter flight school
completing this course in August 1967 and appointed a
Warrant Officer. I subsequently was sent off to become a
helicopter maintenance officer and test pilot. January 1968
saw me back in Vietnam flying Huey’s on all types of
missions and test flights. I received a direct commission
to 2nd Lieutenant in January 1969 just before I flew home
to marry the love of my life – Betsy Anne Lampl. I had
courageously asked her to marry me the night before I
left for Vietnam. We were married in February 1969 and
moved to my new duty station in Savannah, Georgia.

The Fort Benning, Georgia Infantry Officers school
beaconed in 1970 and then back to Vietnam right after
my son was born in 1971. Upon my return in 1972 we
moved to Fort Riley, Kansas, where I was the Company
Commander of the 1st Infantry Division’s aircraft
maintenance company. Later I served as the Adjutant for
the Division Support Command to include a deployment
to Germany in 1974. Then it was back to Fort Benning
for the Infantry officers’ Advanced Course.

In 1975 I was selected to attend Embry – Riddle
Aeronautical University to complete my studies for a
college degree. Our beautiful daughter, Katie, was born
while we were here. I graduated Summa Cum Laude in
December 1975 with degrees in Aeronautical Studies and
Aviation Management. This was definitely the right school
for me.

My next assignment was as Operations Officer at
Fort Pickett, Virginia where I wore multiple hats to include
Provost Marshal, Inspection General and lastly as Post
Commander. Then it was off to Germany with my family
for a 3 year tour at three different units; two of those
years were spent flying and maintaining CH-47 Chinook
helicopters all over Europe. In 1981 we came home where
I was assigned as an advisor to the Pennsylvania Army
National Guard Aviation based at Indiantown Gap.

I began my final assignment in 1982 at Fort Eustis,
Virginia as Chief of the Army’s Maintenance Officer and
Helicopter Test Pilot School. I had now come full circle in
Army Aviation and achieved the rating of Master Army
Aviator with over 2200 hours of flying in 3 types of
helicopters.

Other awards and decorations throughout my 20 year
military career included the Meritorious Service Medal,

John E. Pennypacker, Jr. SMA ‘63

Air Medal with 19 OLC’s, Bronze Star with OLC, and
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge.

I retired in October 1985 and immediately moved to
Mesa, Arizona where I still live in the same house. This is
quite a change from the 19 moves my family and I had in
the 16 years before coming here to join Hughes Helicopter
Company, which became McDonnell Douglas Helicopter
Company, which eventually became the Boeing Helicopter
Company.

Initial assignments included developing and delivering
multiple training devices for the Apache helicopter. I
worked in the simulation group where we developed and
tested the new integrated, digital crew-station for the
advanced Apache helicopter. I was selected to manage
teams of helicopter technicians performing modifications
to the AH-64 Apache at various sites around the world.
Later I moved up to the Program Office where I
coordinated with multiple Industries and the US Army for
performance of contractual activities to include
modifications, system developments, and the manufacture
and delivery of new and upgraded Apache helicopters.
These latter assignments were performed over the last 12
years before I retired after 22 years from The Boeing
Company in 2007. Additionally, I was selected to be a
Loaned Executive for the Mesa United Way; a most
rewarding experience, and became the Charter President
of the Mesa – Boeing Rotary Club in 2001 – 2002.

My Rotary experience began with a bang and hasn’t
diminished much since. I have chaired various projects in
my club, completed the inaugural District 5510 Leadership
Academy, served on the Youth Services Committee,
completed the Tri-district Rotary Leadership Institute,
chaired the district Foundation Annual Programs Fund (
now in 3rd year), served as a counselor for a Rotary
exchange student, and coordinated visits for two Group
Study Exchange teams. I am a multiple Paul Harris Fellow,
Paul Harris Society member, Major Donor, and Bequest
Society Member.

My loving wife of over 39 years supported and
encouraged me in all Rotary endeavors until she suddenly
passed away in July 2008. I am most appreciative for the
family of Rotary that has been there for me since then.
And if that is not the real meaning of being a Rotarian, I
don’t know what it is. I am inspired by them to be as
good a Rotarian as I possibly can.

Continued on page 17
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reunion 2014
Making plans for the 2014 reunion?

There is plenty to do in Staunton.
Why not add a day or two to your trip?
The historic Stonewall Jackson Hotel is
reunion headquarters.

Right next door is the Blackfriars Theater
for excellent live theater productions daily.

book review - Rope, Paper, and Scissors
(A Detective Novel written by Barry Longyear, SMA 1960)

Reviewed by Kelly McGavock, SMA ‘59

Rope, Paper, and Scissors were written with a passion resulting, undoubtedly, from the five years spent by the author, Barry
Longyear, SMA ’60, as a cadet at Staunton Military Academy (SMA), a school very similar to the school in the books, Soldier
Heights Military Academy (SHMA).   Barry Longyear’s experiences at SMA involving students, teachers, administrators, and
technical officers from 1956 through 1960 figure heavily, but plausibly, in this double “non-murder” murder mystery.   His characters
are well-developed and move about the (co-ed) SHMA campus, going to meals, classes, parades, “beat squads,” etc., in the year
2000, much as Cadet Barry Longyear must have done “back in the day.”  Those of you who also attended SMA before it closed
in 1976 will not be able to keep from imagining yourselves walking along beside those SHMA cadets in the story, remembering
how you, too, had to shine your brass, your shoes – and your rooms – for the endless inspections and ceremonies.  You will also
recall how much the members of the SMA faculty and staff were personally involved with your education, well-being, and
preparations for your life after graduation just as they are at the fictitious SHMA.

But there is so much more to Rope, Paper, Scissors than students’ day-to-day activities at a private military academy; the
author expertly advances two intricate plots to their ultimate conclusions using tools acquired through years of experience writing
novels.  Two murders dismissed as suicides by the police are investigated under hostile conditions by a detective who has personal
problems of his own resulting from a violent event in his childhood.  There is mental anguish, compassion, self-examination,
courage, and even some romance and humor throughout each book, making it difficult for the reader to put any one of the books
down until the final page.

I give Barry Longyear the greatest compliment anyone can give an author of a novel, “it was a good read.”  After finishing all
three books, however, I wondered what I was going to do without more to read about SHMA.

Postscript:  Barry, after looking you up in the 1960 yearbook and finding that you were Executive Officer of D
Company, I understand why you were so sentimental about the Dogs in your books.  “Once a Dog, always a Dog.”

Rope, Paper, Scissors can be purchased in trade paperbacks or Kindle editions on Amazon.com.  Just search on Amazon for
‘books,’ enter ‘Barry Longyear,’ click ‘GO,’ and you will find these and all of Barry’s other Joe Torio mysteries along with his
many exciting science fiction novels.

Reviewed by Kelly McGavock, SMA ‘59

A stroll along Beverly St. should
 jog  some old memories.

Continued on page 14
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reunion 2014

As for the school, a lot is still there and will
surely  evoke an amazing amount of
memories.

The Supply Room (now the SMA Museum)

Memorial & Kable Halls

The Mess Hall

And the Parade Grounds
which are still used for that
purpose by the VWIL Corps
of cadets of Mary Baldwin
College.

VWIL carries the SMA flag in their parades.

Members of the VWIL “Howie Rifle Drill Team”
take part in the annual dedication to the fallen.

Please join 100 plus Old Boys March 28nd thru 30th,
2014 and bask in true nostalgia!

In 1965 I was drafted into the US Army and went to
Vietnam in early 1966 as an Infantryman. Before my year
was up, I was selected to go to helicopter flight school
completing this course in August 1967 and appointed a
Warrant Officer. I subsequently was sent off to become a
helicopter maintenance officer and test pilot. January 1968
saw me back in Vietnam flying Huey’s on all types of
missions and test flights. I received a direct commission
to 2nd Lieutenant in January 1969 just before I flew home
to marry the love of my life – Betsy Anne Lampl. I had
courageously asked her to marry me the night before I
left for Vietnam. We were married in February 1969 and
moved to my new duty station in Savannah, Georgia.

The Fort Benning, Georgia Infantry Officers school
beaconed in 1970 and then back to Vietnam right after
my son was born in 1971. Upon my return in 1972 we
moved to Fort Riley, Kansas, where I was the Company
Commander of the 1st Infantry Division’s aircraft
maintenance company. Later I served as the Adjutant for
the Division Support Command to include a deployment
to Germany in 1974. Then it was back to Fort Benning
for the Infantry officers’ Advanced Course.

In 1975 I was selected to attend Embry – Riddle
Aeronautical University to complete my studies for a
college degree. Our beautiful daughter, Katie, was born
while we were here. I graduated Summa Cum Laude in
December 1975 with degrees in Aeronautical Studies and
Aviation Management. This was definitely the right school
for me.

My next assignment was as Operations Officer at
Fort Pickett, Virginia where I wore multiple hats to include
Provost Marshal, Inspection General and lastly as Post
Commander. Then it was off to Germany with my family
for a 3 year tour at three different units; two of those
years were spent flying and maintaining CH-47 Chinook
helicopters all over Europe. In 1981 we came home where
I was assigned as an advisor to the Pennsylvania Army
National Guard Aviation based at Indiantown Gap.

I began my final assignment in 1982 at Fort Eustis,
Virginia as Chief of the Army’s Maintenance Officer and
Helicopter Test Pilot School. I had now come full circle in
Army Aviation and achieved the rating of Master Army
Aviator with over 2200 hours of flying in 3 types of
helicopters.

Other awards and decorations throughout my 20 year
military career included the Meritorious Service Medal,

John E. Pennypacker, Jr. SMA ‘63

Air Medal with 19 OLC’s, Bronze Star with OLC, and
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge.

I retired in October 1985 and immediately moved to
Mesa, Arizona where I still live in the same house. This is
quite a change from the 19 moves my family and I had in
the 16 years before coming here to join Hughes Helicopter
Company, which became McDonnell Douglas Helicopter
Company, which eventually became the Boeing Helicopter
Company.

Initial assignments included developing and delivering
multiple training devices for the Apache helicopter. I
worked in the simulation group where we developed and
tested the new integrated, digital crew-station for the
advanced Apache helicopter. I was selected to manage
teams of helicopter technicians performing modifications
to the AH-64 Apache at various sites around the world.
Later I moved up to the Program Office where I
coordinated with multiple Industries and the US Army for
performance of contractual activities to include
modifications, system developments, and the manufacture
and delivery of new and upgraded Apache helicopters.
These latter assignments were performed over the last 12
years before I retired after 22 years from The Boeing
Company in 2007. Additionally, I was selected to be a
Loaned Executive for the Mesa United Way; a most
rewarding experience, and became the Charter President
of the Mesa – Boeing Rotary Club in 2001 – 2002.

My Rotary experience began with a bang and hasn’t
diminished much since. I have chaired various projects in
my club, completed the inaugural District 5510 Leadership
Academy, served on the Youth Services Committee,
completed the Tri-district Rotary Leadership Institute,
chaired the district Foundation Annual Programs Fund (
now in 3rd year), served as a counselor for a Rotary
exchange student, and coordinated visits for two Group
Study Exchange teams. I am a multiple Paul Harris Fellow,
Paul Harris Society member, Major Donor, and Bequest
Society Member.

My loving wife of over 39 years supported and
encouraged me in all Rotary endeavors until she suddenly
passed away in July 2008. I am most appreciative for the
family of Rotary that has been there for me since then.
And if that is not the real meaning of being a Rotarian, I
don’t know what it is. I am inspired by them to be as
good a Rotarian as I possibly can.

Continued from page 17
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SMA Alumni Association Legacy Fund Project Committee

V YOUR PAST AND ALL FUTURE DONATIONS HAVE BEEN OR ARE  NOW BEENING  PROPERLY
INVESTED

Sid Huguenin, SMA ’73, with Morgan Stanley has been selected by the SMAAA Board to provide investment services for
the SMA Foundation Legacy Fund.  An Investment Policy has been written, An Investment Committee has been formed and
approximately $230,000 is being invested systematically now and over the next several months into the stock market.

UPDATE – We are now pleased to say that the SMA Foundation has approximately $250,000  invested in the stock
market. As additional funds are received by the foundation additional investments will be made.

If anyone has any questions or want to help please contact me directly.
Thanks!

Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73
peterbirckhead@comcast.net
713-819-1980

Friday, March 28, 2014 (on former SMA campus)

9:30 – 11:30 am: SMAAA Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall)

10:00 am – 4:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open

11:00 am – 3:30 pm: Registration (Mess Hall)

3:30 pm: Honor Ceremony with Howie Rifles Performance (Kable Hall Courtyard)

4:30 pm: Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside of the SMA-VWIL Museum)

6:00 – 8:00 pm: Reception and Dinner (Mess Hall)

8:00 – 11:00 pm: VWIL Military Ball (SJH) (Open to all SMA alumni who wish to attend)

$15.00 per person attending (checks payable to VWIL)
Dress: Formal, Military or Business.

Saturday, March 29, 2014 (on former SMA campus & Stonewall Jackson Hotel)

8:15 – 9:00 am: Registration for those who have not registered (SJH)

9:00 – 9:30 am: SMA Breakfast Hosted by Legacy Fund Project Committee (SJH)

SMA alumni and spouse/adult guest

9:30 – 10:30 am: Annual SMA Alumni General Membership meeting (SJH)

10:00 – 11:00 am: Women’s Group (Alumni wives/guests) (SJH)

This is informal time with VWIL Cadets and to discuss VWIL plans for the future.

10:30 – 11:00 am: SMAAA Board of Directors meeting (SJH)

11:30 – 4:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open

12:00 – 1:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Parade (in honor of Dr. Bryant)

SMA-VWIL Alumni will form up on the asphalt at 11:45 am to follow the
VWIL Corps of Cadets onto Kable Field.

1:00 – 2:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Lunch (Parade Field)

3:00 – 5:00 pm: Dr. Bryant Memorial Walk-Run (register at site if you wish to participate)
or visit the museum, connect with former classmates, shop or tour the city.

5:00 – 6:00 pm: Registration for those who have not yet registered (SJH Lobby)

6:00 – 7:00 pm: Banquet Reception (cash bar) (SJH Lobby)

7:00 – 10:00 pm: Alumni Banquet (SJH Banquet Rm)

10:00 pm: Nostalgia Time

Sunday, March 30, 2014

8:30 am – 12:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open

John E. Pennypacker, Jr. SMA ‘63

Rotary International District 5510

District Governor   -  2014 – 2015

This brief biography was published by Rotary District 5510 Arizona, after John
Pennypacker, SMA ’63, was nominated and elected to the office of District
Governor.

Having been born in Winchester, Virginia in 1945, I was 3 months old before my dad first saw me when he flew home from
England at the end of WWII. He was a bomber pilot in B-17s and I guess that is where my love of flying began.

My fondest memories as a child were growing up on a farm, milking cows and gathering eggs. On Sunday’s after church
we would go to my grandparents’ house and listen to “Victory at Sea” on the FM radio and play canasta.

My first exposure to Rotary came in 1953 with the little league baseball team sponsored by the local Rotary club. I was
able to visit this club during my year as president of the Mesa – Boeing club in 2001 – 2002.

I attended the public schools in Winchester through the 8th grade. I then went to Staunton Military Academy for 4
years where I was totally immersed in the ROTC program. I found my niche as I thrived in the military lifestyle. During my
senior year I was a cadet Company Commander and editor of the school newspaper. My first attempt at college was a mistake
– I went to the wrong school; however, I still have good memories of that experience.

John Pennypacker, SMA ‘63

John E. Pennypacker, Jr. SMA ‘63

Continued from page 11
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Update 1-14—14

By Peter Birckhead ‘73

As many of you know from reading the May, September and December 2013 issues of the Kablegram-Leader, the
SMAAA has established the Legacy Fund Project Committee.  As Chair of the Committee, I mentioned in the May story that
I would provide routine updates on the progress of our committee with every issue of the Kablegram-Leader. Since we started
this initiative the following has been accomplished by the committee and your association board:

I A GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION HAS BEEN SET AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

The Legacy Fund Project Committee has set a Goal to raise $1.5 Million in order to provide the necessary principal
(invested) amount of money to yield a return sufficient to carry out its mission to support the Staunton Military Academy
Alumni Association in perpetuity and to support scholarship recipients or organizations, such as the Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Program, which exhibit the core values of “Truth, Duty, and Honor”.
UPDATE – The fund raising committee is well underway reaching out to alumni at this time. We will provide an update
at the Saturday morning breakfast during the reunion on the amount of donations   collected to date

II The Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association Partners with Harris Connect to Produce a New SMA
Alumni Directory

SMA Old Boys change emails, jobs and locations so often that it is hard for our alumni association to keep up with everyone.
As a result, your alumni association has contracted with Harris Connect, a leading publisher of alumni directories throughout the U.S.,
to update contact information on all of our alumni around the world so that they can keep up-to-date on alumni news, activities and
future reunions. Harris Connect will also help produce a beautiful hardcover and softcover publication that will allow SMA alumni to
find their old school buddies for personal reconnecting and professional networking.

Simultaneously with this effort with Harris Connect, several SMA alumni, led by Ed Smith, SMA ’76, from the last four
decades will be reaching out to members of their class by phone, email, Facebook, and/or snail mail to help with verification of contact
information and re-building of their class year data base.

UPDATE – This project is now complete and over 400 alumni will be receiving their new 2014 SMA Alumni Directories
in the mail over the next 30 days.  For those of you that would still like a new directory the alumni office will have a few copies for
sale during the reunion.

III NEW SMAAA FUNDING BINS CREATED AND SMAAA BOARD APPROVED

The 15 “funding bins” or ways for you to contribute to your association and its beneficiaries have been eliminated.  We now
have the following ways for you to support your alumni association and VWIL

1) SMAAA MEMBERSHIP FUND – your membership dues
2) SMAAA FOUNDATION LEGACY FUNDS

A. HERITAGE FUND – help ensure the memories, traditions and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity
B. TRUTH, DUTY AND HONOR FUND – support scholarship recipients and organizations, such as the VWIL
Program at MBC, that exemplify the core values of Truth, Duty and Honor

UPDATE – All donations received by the SMA Foundation are now allocated to one of the two above funds based on the
wishes of the donor.

IV GIFT GIVING MARKETING MATERIALS AND FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN

Gift Giving Marketing Materials have been created and we are gearing up for a public announcement of our fund raising
efforts at next year’s upcoming annual reunion. Be on the look-out for more information about this coming to you soon

UPDATE – Give Giving Materials will be available at the reunion and will be mailed out to all alumni in early April.

SMA Alumni Association Legacy Fund Project Committee

Continued on page 10



—8— —17 —

SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall PolicySMA-VWIL Memorial Wall PolicySMA-VWIL Memorial Wall PolicySMA-VWIL Memorial Wall PolicySMA-VWIL Memorial Wall Policy
3. Candidate Nominations. Each calendar year, The Committee is responsible for nominating not more than three

(3) eligible candidates to the SMAAA Board of Directors for purchase and installation of memorial plaques on the
Memorial Wall.
� Nominations must be made in accordance with a schedule that permits the procurement and installation of the

plaques to be completed not less than two weeks prior to the annual SMA Alumni Reunion weekend. This
includes development, review and approval of text.

� Nominations fitting the basic qualifying selection criteria outlined in paragraph 4 must be submitted for consideration
by November 1 for the following calendar year to The Committee.

� If a nominee is not selected for induction, that person’s name will be reconsidered for up to three years, at
which time that person will be dropped from further consideration.

� The SMA Alumni Association will maintain a historical listing of purchased memorial plaques.

4. Selection Criteria. All candidates must satisfy at least one of the basic qualifying selection criteria of having some
connection to either the Staunton Military Academy (SMA) or the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership
(VWIL) Program as defined by these four categories:
� ALUMNUS (SMA or VWIL)

� FACULTY/STAFF (SMA,VWIL or SMAAA staff)

� FRIENDS OF SMA/VWIL

� LIVING LEGENDS: Those groups who have been designated as SMA “Living Legends” will, upon their
death, be automatically considered as nominees for the Memorial Wall and be voted on by the Committee
at its earliest convenience.

5. Evaluation Criteria. The following criteria will be used in evaluating the list of candidates eligible to be honored
with a memorial plaque purchased by either the SMAAA or VWIL Program:
� CONTRIBUTIONS – To school, community, state, country and/or humanity

� ACCOMPLISHMENTS – Degree individual achieved noteworthy success in chosen profession or in life

� TRUTH, DUTY and HONOR – Degree to which individual exemplified these core values

A standard form/format, which will be determined by the Chair of The Committee, will be utilized by The Committee
to facilitate the evaluation and ranking process of each candidate against the criteria listed above. The Chair of The
Committee will take all reasonable action necessary to ensure continuity in the selection process from year to year.

6. Funding. Funding for individual memorial plaques will be provided as follows:
� SMAAA - SMA candidates selected and approved will be funded by the SMAAA.

� VWIL - VWIL candidates selected and approved will be funded by the VWIL Program (note - in some
cases, the SMAAA may fund all or partial cost of a VWIL candidate)

� Private - Privately funded plaques may be nominated outside of the normal three plaques per year limit.
However, the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee is responsible for reviewing and approving all privately funded
memorial plaque entries prior to submission to the SMAAA board for final approval. Privately funded plaque
candidates must satisfy the same basic selection criteria as outlined in paragraph 4; however, the satisfaction of
the evaluation criteria outlined in paragraph 5 will not be as stringent. If such nomination is approved, the cost
for a privately funded plaque will be $5,000.

7. Standardization. All SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall plaques will be of the same standard size, material and wording
font. A consistent standard for form and fit of memorial plaques on the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall must be
maintained. The standards specified for all individual memorial wall plaques are:
� Size: Width (horizontal) = 12 inches x Height (vertical) = 10 inches

� Material: Bronze with black background; double border; star rosettes in each corner

� Text: Raised letters; Font - Arial (or similar)

The only exception for standardization will occur when someone who already is named on another plaque on the
exterior of the museum-in that case the existing plaque can be rededicated.

Richard Lionel Bethea, SMA ‘57

Richard Lionel Bethea, 74,
of Water Valley, formerly of
Memphis, passed away on
February 27th, 2013 at his home.
Lionel was born on April 4th,
1938 to Jesse Lee Bethea and
Myrtle Gilmer Bethea in Dallas
County Arkansas. He graduated
from Memphis Humes
High School in 1956 and
Staunton Military

Academy in 1957. He met his future bride, Glenda
Baird at Memphis Humes High. He worked at the
Firestone Tire and Rubber Company for 25 years
until the plant closed in 1983. In his spare time, during
the late sixties and early seventies, he coached
baseball for Leawood Baptist Church and football
for the Gaisman Sports Association. Following his

career at Firestone he went to
work for the city of Memphis at
the Memphis Botanical Gardens
where he later retired.

He was preceded in death
by his mother and father, son
Michael, wife Glenda, and
brother Carl. He is survived by
his brother Billy, daughter Renee
(Jerry), sons Russell (Sandy),
Rick (Cindy), and Ronald  Richard Lionel Bethea

Cadet Bethea in 1957.

Cadet Corbett in 1959.

taps
(Christine); grandchildren Zack, Michael, Lindsey, Alicia,
Justin, Ryan, and Elizabeth; great-grandchildren Taylor, and
Gracie.

The family request that any memorials be made to the
St. Jude Children Research Hospital.

Robert L. Corbett, Jr., SMA ‘59

Robert L. “Bob” Corbett, Jr.,
72, died Friday, December
20, 2013. Funeral services
were held at Carlisle
Funeral Home with the
Rev. Greg Gregory and
Ralph Dawson Webb
officiating.  Burial followed
in Macclesfield Cemetery.

Bob was preceded in
death by his wife Judy

Morris Corbett and a sister Helen C. Woodard.  He is
survived by a son;  James L. Corbett and wife, Melisa, of
Macclesfield and granddaughters; Audrey Corbett of
Macclesfield and Hillary Corbett Whitfield and husband,
Robert, of Greenville.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the
Macclesfield Presbyterian Church, P.O. Box 1, Macclesfield,
NC  27852.  Online condolences may be directed to the
family by visiting  www.carlislefuneralhome.com.

Originally published in The Daily Southerner.

John E. Pennypacker, Jr. SMA ‘63
I was selected in January 2011 to become the District

Governor of Rotary District 5510 in Arizona for the Rotary
year 2014 – 2015. Numerous intense training conferences
and seminars have prepared me to take office in July 2014.
This office is 1 of 534 Rotary District Governors throughout
the world made up of over 34,000 Rotary Clubs. Besides
Rotary, my interests include travel, golf, and grand-kids – not
necessarily in that order.

Editor’s Note: During his installation as District
Governor, John was serenaded by the Honeybees, a trio
of young ladies who recreate the songs of the Andrews
sisters.  Here is a picture of John and the Honeybees after
they finished their song “Oh, Johnny!” John Pennypacker, SMA ’63, and the Honeybees.
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SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall
Plaque Nomination Policy and Procedures

(Revised Dec. 2013)

1. Purpose. The purpose of this document is to outline the policy and procedures concerning the eligibility criteria,
nomination and approval process, and standards associated with the installation of individual memorial plaques on
the Staunton Military Academy-Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (SMA-VWIL) Memorial Wall, which
honors deceased alumni/alumnae, faculty, staff and friends of SMA-VWIL.

2. Membership. The SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall Nominating Committee ( “The Committee”) will be appointed
by the SMA Alumni Association president and will be managed by the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee (“ The
Committee”) and may be comprised of the following up to seven voting members:

� Chairman (SMA Alumni Association (SMAAA) Board Member)

� SMAAA Board Members (3)

� Commandant, VWIL Program

� VWIL Cadets (Up to 2, can be either alumnae or enrolled)

Association members may participate in the memorial plaque candidate nomination and information gathering
aspects required to support this process; however, only the seven committee members identified above may “vote”
on the final top three selections.

taps
Dr. James R. Etters, SMA ‘41

Perkasie Historical Society
Presents Living History Award
to Dr. James R. Etters.

Longtime historian and 50-year
Perkasie resident Dr. James R.
Etters was honored posthumously
Dec. 3 with the Perkasie Historical
Society’s annual Living History
Award.

“World War II vet, teacher,
coach, principal and civic leader, Dr. Etters was for six decades
a member and volunteer with the Perkasie Historical Society,”
said Charles W. Baum, president of the organization. Etters
died Oct. 16, 2013 at age 90.

Originally from Delaware County, he graduated from
Staunton Military Academy in Virginia in 1942 before
entering Penn State University. But World War II interfered,
and Etters spent three years in the U.S. Army at Fort
Sill, Okla., in a field artillery training battalion, attaining
the rank of sergeant major.

He returned to college after the war and
graduated in 1949 from Penn State, where he also
played on the soccer team for three years. This interest
ultimately led him to his forming a team and being
named the first soccer coach at Pennridge High School
in 1957.

Dr. Etters was an English teacher, guidance
counselor, athletic director and assistant high school principal
at Pennridge and earlier was an American history teacher and
principal in the North Penn School District. He eventually retired
from the Pennridge district and later served a term on the
Pennridge School Board.

Etters was very interested in family genealogy. He became
active with the Valley Forge Chapter, Sons of the American
Revolution, and served at its president, as well as state president

in 1996 and then state secretary
for two years. His research
showed his ancestors served in
World War I and also were Union
soldiers during the Civil War.

During his education career, he
was involved and served as an
officer in local, county, state and
national secondary principals
associations.  On the local level,
Etters served on the Perkasie

Planning Commission, Zoning Hearing Board and Perkasie
Borough Council. He served with other organizations including
St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ, Perkasie Park
Association, Pennsylvania Society, Hartzell-Crouthamel
American Legion Post 280, Quakertown Masonic Lodge,
Indian Valley Country Club and various Civil War societies.

The historical society will plant a tree in Menlo Park in
Etters’ memory.

Courtesy of the Perkasie Historical Society; originally
published in the Perkasie News Herald.

Finn E. Follum, SMA ‘57

Finn E. Follum, 73,
passed away on May 2, 2013.
He was born on November 12,
1939 in Quincy, Massachusetts.
Finn was the oldest of five

children born to Finn
and Mildred Follum,
both deceased.

Finn was
educated in Quincy
and Milton, Massachusetts until he enrolled in the
prestigious Staunton Military Academy in
Virginia, from which he graduated in 1957.
Finn also attended North Eastern University in
Boston until his enlistment in the U.S. Navy on

January 31, 1958.  He was honorably discharged on Mary
6, 1962 after serving in the Fighter Squadron 141 located
at NAS Miramar.  He continued on inactive reserve duty
until May 2, 1964.

Finn enjoyed cooking and had a great love of
animals.  He worked for many years at the former Crown
& Anchor Restaurant.  He retired from Occidental Chemical
Corp. (formerly Hooker Chemical) after 30 years of service.

Finn is survived by his wife, the former Grace
Salvaggio; his brother, Ron (Audrey) of Bergholz; brother,
Warren; sister, Linda (Jack) Carlson of Lewiston; and sister,
Patti (Richard) Vitello of Youngstown.  He is also survived
by many nieces, nephews, cousins, and two aunts.

Private funeral services were held in Quincy,
Massachusetts.  Memorial contributions may be made to
the Lewiston Fire Co. #1 Ambulance Fund or the Niagara
County S.P.C.A.

Originally published in the Niagara Gazzette.

Cadet Etters in 1942.

Dr. James Etters

Cadet Follum in 1957.

Continued on page 8

In every cadet room at SMA, with perhaps the exception of the Corps Commander’s, there was what was known as a
Press for the storage of a cadet’s uniform, rifle or sword, dirty clothes bag, and toiletries. It stood as a looming sentinel at room
inspections; eyed by the cadets and the inspecting officers alike. With each article folded just so and placed according to an
official chart, the Press was the source of many demerits and few merits. But why was it called a “Press”? The definition below,
from www.britannica.com, of the word “Wardrobe” gives us the origins.

The word wardrobe has a long and varied history. Geoffrey Chaucer used it to mean a lavatory, and for some time it
signified not a piece of furniture but a room or apartment; in medieval England, for instance, the king’s wardrobe was the center
of a good deal of administrative machinery. The actual piece of furniture in which clothes were kept was originally known as a
PRESS, and at quite an early date its division into two parts (one for hanging garments, the other for laying them out flat)
became established. By the 17th century, the word WARDROBE was coming to be accepted as descriptive of this kind of
piece, while the earlier emphasis on heavy carvings on and surrounding the doors was being supplanted by elaborate veneers
and marquetry. In some instances, wardrobes were incorporated into the paneling of bedrooms. By the end of the 18th century,
wardrobes usually consisted of a clothes press flanked by slightly recessed cupboards.

The mass production of furniture in the 19th century, combined with growing affluence, which meant that people
possessed more clothes, led to great importance being attached to the wardrobe as a piece of bedroom furniture. Massively
and ornately constructed, they were usually part of a bedroom suite consisting of drawers, washstand, dressing table, and bed.
In the 1860s the practice was introduced of fitting a mirror on the exterior of the center door; though this arrangement is still
found in the 20th century, it is more customary for it to be on the inside of the door. Contemporary fashion also tends to prefer
wardrobes that form an integral part of the architectural structure, often called closets.

Origin of the Clothes Press
by Greg Robertson – SMA ‘70
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First Class really had to do was look pretty while marching
in the parades and find the right dot to stand on when the
Brigade came on-line.

I left at the end of my junior year hoping for a company
commander’s position the next year as opposed to being a
platoon leader. I knew that there were additional privileges
attached to the Cadet Captain positions and after three years
at the Academy, I wanted those privileges. Everyone I talked
to expected me to return the following year as B Company’s
Commander.

 Towards the end of the summer of 1969, I received a
letter from the school informing me that I had been
appointed as Company Commander with the rank of Cadet
1st Lieutenant. The surprise was that the company I was
assigned to was A Company. But, as I discovered when I
arrived back on the Hill with the rest of the Senior Cadet
Officers, the Military Department had shifted most of the
Company commanders to companies they had not grown
up in.

I settled into the Company Commander’s role enjoying
the status and privileges afforded by it. The race for rank
had completed, the points added up, and the winners
announced. However, as the old adage goes, ‘It ain’t over
till the fat lady sings’.

One day in late October, Colonel Richters, the Senior
Army Instructor, called me into his office. In his hand was a
promotion order that would be announced at Retreat
Formation that evening. There were multiple promotions
on it, most were the standard 2nd Lieutenant to 1st

Lieutenant, 1st Lieutenant to Captain, Major to Lt. Colonel,
and Lt. Colonel to Colonel. Pointing first to my name (1st

Lieutenant to Captain), he moved his finger to the number
in parenthesis next to it. It was a (1). He asked me if I knew
what that meant. I confessed ignorance and he said that it
designated my rank among equals. If anything happened to
either of the Battalion Commanders or the Corps
Commander, I would be next in line for a higher position.
The concept of something causing one of those three above
me to lose their position seemed so farfetched that I thought
no more of it. However, I sometimes think that Colonel
Richters knew something I did not or foresaw trouble
brewing ahead.

The Monday after Thanksgiving, Colonel Richters
summoned me again to his office. He informed me that the
First Battalion Commander had been reduced in rank and I
was to assume temporary command of the battalion. I was
to move into the Guard House in South Barracks as
J.J.Heinz’s (the Corps Commander) roommate. So move I
did.
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Gordon H. Morrow, SMA ’53.

Gordon H. Morrow of
Savannah died on October 29,
2013. He was born in Ann Arbor,
Michigan in 1935 and graduated
from Staunton Military
Academy in 1954.  He later
graduated from the University of
Michigan, where he was a
letterman on the football team and
a member of Sigma Chi fraternity.
He married Katherine Keller in
1956 and they had a wonderful 57 years together.

He had a long and varied career in sales in Champaign-
Urbana, Illinois and then in Savannah, where he and his family
moved in 1979. He was an avid sportsman,
participating in his younger years in distance running,
cross country skiing and golf. He was active in Rotary
International and was a past member of the Wilmington
Island Golf Club and the Savannah Yacht Club. He
was a volunteer at Hospice of Savannah, and a reading
tutor at Islands Elementary School. He was a member
of Isle of Hope United Methodist Church.

He is survived by his wife Katherine Morrow,
sons Jordon (Temple) Morrow of Savannah and Guy
(Edith) Morrow of Albany, California, daughter Anne
(Brian) Bullock of Smyrna, Georgia and grandchildren
Katherine, Clay, Kaia, and Nicholas Morrow and Jackson
and Harrison Bullock. Also surviving are brothers John Morrow
of Sherwood, Wisconsin and Thomas Morrow of Ann Arbor,
Michigan, and sister Anne Woodell of Oakland, California.
The family requests that in lieu of flowers, a contribution be
made to the charity of one’s choice

Published in Savannah Morning News from Nov. 1
to Nov. 2, 2013.

Pasco C. Scalleat, SMA ‘60

October 9, 2013.  Pasco
C. Scalleat, 72, of Hazleton, a
beloved husband, devoted
father and proud grandfather,
died Wednesday morning at St.
Luke Pavilion, where he had
been a guest only a few hours
after a lengthy illness.  He was

born in Hazleton, son of the late Joseph and Rose (Carsia)
Scalleat.

A graduate of Hazleton High School, Class of 1958,
Pasco graduated from the Staunton Military Academy
in 1960.

He was the owner of Miss Toni Garment Factory
and Anita Fashions for 35 years. In his retirement, he advised
and set up several businesses in the Philadelphia area for
his son.  An avid snowmobiler, he was a gourmet cook and
loved fine dining.

He is survived by his wife of 49 years, the former
Monica Semuta; children, Antonia Andeara and her
husband, Dennis, Weston, Fla.; Maria Scalleat, his devoted
daughter, who became his caregiver when he became ill,
Hazleton; and his son, Pasco Scalleat, Philadelphia; a
brother, Joseph Scalleat and his wife, Marie, Schnecksville;
four grandchildren, Derek Andeara, Eric Mussoline, Frank

Mussoline and Olivia Andeara; several nieces and
nephews; and his devoted friend, Caesar.

In lieu of flowers, donations to Catholic Social
Services or the Hazleton Animal Shelter in Pasco’s
memory would be appreciated by the family.

Henry Adam Unger, Jr., SMA ‘50

Henry Adam
Unger, Jr., 78, of Carmel, IN
passed on November 23, 2011.
He attended Staunton
Military Academy and Colgate
University, and played football.
He was also a member of Delta
Epsilon, Boston University, and
Officer’s Candidate School
where he became an officer in
the Army Medical Serv. Corps.
He had tours of duty in Vietnam,
Korea, Germany, and Ft. Benjamin Harrison, among other
state side locations working as a Hosp. Admin. After 20 years,
he retired a Maj. in 1973. Thereafter, he worked as a Hospital
Administrator for Charlotte Mecklenburg Mental Health
Department. He came to live in Carmel in 1990.

Henry was preceded in death by his parents, Henry Sr.
and Vera Unger. Survivors include his wife of 50 years, Patricia
Schmutte Unger; son, David Alan; daughter, Christa Timothy
Scott; grandkids, Chris, Brittany, Cody, and Shane; and great-
grandkids; Ashton, Sophia, and Jayden.

Published in the The Indianapolis Star on Nov. 30, 2011

Cadet Scalleat in 1960.

Cadet Morrow in 1954.

Cadet Unger in 1950.

I will not go into what transpired that caused the First
Battalion Commander to be removed from his position,
because I do not know the whole story. I heard rumors of
the offense, but I never talked to him about it personally.
He moved over to be a platoon leader in D Company.
Jack Ennis came over from being a D Company Platoon
Leader and took over as the A Company Commander.
Only thing I can say to the former Battalion Commander is
“THANKS!” I had now met half of my goals as far as rank
was concerned at the Academy. I had matched my father
in position but not yet in rank. That took a few weeks longer.

One day in mid-December, I went to see Colonel
Richters. I asked him if my position of Battalion Commander
was going to be made permanent. If it wasn’t, I would
rather be moved back as A Company Commander before
they forgot who I was. He said that the move would be
made permanent. Within two days, the Adjutant read an
order at Retreat Formation promoting me to Major. I had
matched my father at the Academy. My goals were done.

I was promoted again to Lt. Colonel early in the next
semester. I never asked for that one. I actually would have
rather stayed at Major. There were no additional privileges
associated with moving up that step, my pay (allowance)
did not increase, and the number of young ladies swooning
over me stayed the same (zero). I just liked the title. The
memories of the dashing young Confederate Cavalry Major
danced in my mind.

I do have to tell a secret about being a Battalion
Commander. The Battalion Commander had only two real
duties in the Corps. The first was making Mess Hall
announcements and giving the blessing. The second was
looking pretty while marching in parades and having a big
mouth so that your voice would carry when repeating
commands on the parade ground. But, that was it. It was
what I considered the easiest job with the most privileges
in the Corps. Great work if you can find it.
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As all former military school cadets know, most military
schools such as SMA use the army system of rank to
differentiate cadets as to the level of responsibility and
privileges each has obtained. The higher your rank, the
more responsibility and privileges you have. Some cadets
at SMA blended well with this system, while others resisted
it. As for me, I blended well with it.

I came to SMA with a rudimentary understanding of
the army rank system from an interest in WWII and having
watched multiple episodes of “Combat” on TV. Also, the
image of a dashing Confederate Cavalry Major stayed
etched in my mind from various Civil War Centennial
educational opportunities. That rudimentary understanding
at least prepared me for induction into the Corps of Cadets.
I knew a sergeant from an officer and understood the
concept of obedience to orders.

I wanted to obtain rank from the moment I first put on
the uniform. This desire initially came from a need to live
up to the image of my father. He had graduated from the
Academy in 1940 as a Battalion Commander with the rank
of Cadet Major. That first year I set my sights on “Rat”
Corporal and pushed ahead. The trouble was, I had no
idea how to get promoted.

For my “Rat” year, I was in B Company’s 2nd platoon.
I studied hard for my classes and brought the Cs & Ds of
my pre-SMA schooling up to As & Bs. I was awarded
the S-80 pin for the second semester. That didn’t get me
promoted. I tucked in the hospital corners on my bed and
folded my shirts in my press to whatever the correct inches
were per the rules. That didn’t get me promoted. I marched
in parades with my eyes front and my arm at 45 degrees.
That didn’t get me promoted.

Now, I will admit that all was not perfect in this quest.
Demerits came to me such that I did have a couple of
Friday night Beat Squad tours. So, as the school year ended
and I left for summer vacation with empty sleeves, the only
advancement I had obtained in the Corps of Cadets was
the trading of my Rat belt for an Old Boy’s belt.

In the fall of 1967, I started the school year as a three
stripe Buck Sergeant with the assignment as a squad leader
in B Company’s 2nd platoon. I never quite understood
the reasoning of having both three stripe buck sergeants
and four stripe staff sergeants at SMA. There were no
additional responsibilities prescribed to the fourth stripe,
nor were there any additional privileges. The rumor mill
put forth that it provided economic opportunities for the
supply room to sell us the patches, the laundry to sew the
patches on our shirts, and for the dry cleaners to sew them
on our coats. The only thing it did for me was allow me to

have a goal of promotion during the school year. Staff
Sergeant was as high as I could go as a sophomore. So,
I kept my demerits down with the exception of the room
inspection incident described in the Life as a Cadet column
entitled “Roommates” (Kablegram 12-13). I kept my
grades up and was awarded a permanent S-80, the
Military Ribbon, and the Headmaster ribbon to wear on
my C Coat. By the time Company pictures were taken
for the yearbook, the Staff Sergeant goal had been
obtained. My eyes and goals turned to the next year and
the senior NCO slots available to Juniors; Sergeant First
Class, Master Sergeant, and First Sergeant.

One of the problems with obtaining rank at SMA was
that the higher you go, the fewer positions are available.
Whereas in the Corps there were about 76 squad leader
slots, there were only 18 SFC and 9 First Sergeant slots.
Also, some of the SFC positions were filled by seniors.
The only Master Sergeant slots were in the Color Guard
and my lack of height precluded an assignment into that
group. Therefore, advancement up the ranks tightened
up. I made my bed a little better, swept the floor a little
cleaner, studied a little harder, marched as professionally
as I could, and became involved in more activities around
the school (Kablegram, Howie Rifles, CAP).

My efforts were rewarded as I returned for my junior
year in the fall of 1968. I had obtained the rank of Sergeant
First Class and was once again assigned to B Company’s
2nd platoon. (Does anyone besides me see a continuing
theme here?) I had not obtained the First Sergeant rank
that might have led to the highest cadet positions in my
senior year though. I was actually astounded that the
person that was the First Sergeant for B Company that
year was a senior. Though a Senior being a First Sergeant
was not unheard of, it was rare. Also, after I understood
what it was that a First Sergeant did, I was amazed that a
Senior would want the job.

I knew that there was little or (more likely) no chance
of advancement that year as First Sergeants rarely get
busted and a slot open up. So, I resigned myself to the
SFC position and worked on keeping my grades up and
my demerits down.

I will say one thing about the Sergeant First Class
position; it was one of the easiest jobs in the Corps. The
rifle was left behind and I took up the sword. Squad
leaders and platoon leaders had to make sure that the
rank & file met the Company commander’s expectations.
The First Sergeants had to deal with the administration
aspects of the company. The only thing that a Sergeant
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VWIL Marches in Gubernatorial Parade

Mary Baldwin College’s Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Corps of Cadets marched January 11 in
Governor Terry McAuliffe’s inaugural parade. The parade, which followed McAuliffe’s swearing-in ceremony, began at
Richmond’s Capitol Square and traversed some of the state capitol’s historic districts.

 “The VWIL Corps of Cadets is proud to march in Governor-elect McAuliffe’s parade to help celebrate his inauguration,”
said Brigadier General Teresa Djuric, VWIL commandant of cadets. “In our 18-year history, the corps has marched in the
inaugural parades of four Virginia governors. This parade is an outstanding way for Mary Baldwin College and the VWIL
corps to welcome the new governor as he takes on the leadership role for our great state.”

The corps was also the sole college marching unit chosen to perform at the 2003 opening of the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy
Center, part of the Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum. The corps and marching band — which includes non-
VWIL student members — have marched for eight consecutive years in New York City’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade, held
annually in March.

Story by Amanda Bennett Lancaster and Leighton Curruth.  Photos by Woods Pierce.

Editor’s note.  Some of the text was originally published on December 12, 2013 under the byline of Leighton Curruth
in “boldlyBaldwin”, an online news source for Mary Baldwin College.

VWIL Corps in Governor’s Inaugural Parade. General Djuric and two exchange cadets from India.

Hurray! The rain stopped for the parade!
Continued on page 21

Continued on page 6

Life As A Cadet
By Greg Robertson, SMA ‘70
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Bass Drummers were ready for the rain. VWIL Color Guard awaits the start of the parade.

Looking sharp for the new Governor, Terry McAuliffe. Colonel Patrick looks pleased with the formation.

Joe was not just a boxer; he was an all-around athlete.
He played football and baseball on company teams and did
gymnastics regularly in the fort gym.  In the gym, he excelled
in the stationary horse and high bar.  On the drill field, he led
a horse mounted drill team which performed a pyramid of
six soldiers riding on three horses at the gallop.  Joe rode at
the center of the pyramid with the weight of three men on
his shoulders.

Clara’s father became ill in 1912 near the end of Joe’s
enlistment, and they returned to Burlington, Vermont.  Joe
and Clara took over running her father’s meat market, and
so began his career in food service.  The operated the
market six days a week from 7:00 AM to 6:00 PM.  Clara’s
father came to inspect newly arrived meat and to show Joe
and Clara the fine points of preparing meat for display and
sale.  In 1914, Joe had enough of the meat market and war
was beginning in Europe; so he rejoined the army for the
third time.  This time, he stayed to retirement.

Upon reenlisting, Master Sergeant Joe Taylor and Clara
were sent to the Philippine Islands, taken by Admiral Dewey
in the Spanish-American war.  Here he was promoted to
Warrant Officer, Lieutenant, and Captain – a promotion
each year as the United States prepared for war.  He became
the troop Ordinance Officer.  He like to bring weapons
home where he had time to disassemble, clean, and study
them.  One evening, he brought a new 45-caliber automatic
pistol home, removed the ammunition magazine, and
instinctively pointed the gun at the floor and pulled the trigger.
In the small kitchen, there was a deafening explosion, as the
gun went off – one bullet was still in the firing chamber.  Joe
looked at Clara sitting across from him, and they both looked
down at the floor at the bullet hole six inches from her foot.
They were both shaking and white.  Years later, Joe was
often heard to say in his ordinance lectures: “It’s the unloaded
guns that kill people”.

Facilities for Joe and Clara were primitive.  In the first
year, they lived in a tent, then moved to a tent with a wooden
floor, and finally to a wooden house on stilts with a thatched
roof.  One day, Joe shot a leopard in his back yard and
later, a twelve foot python under his raised house.  Working
one night in the house, Joe felt something on the back of his
neck.  He brushed it off and looked down to see a deadly
scorpion.  Clara sometimes swept tarantulas, spiders as big
as a fist, from the front steps in the morning before Joe went
to work.

After two years in the Philippines, Joe applied for
transfer to a combat unit heading for France and WWI.
Communication with the States was difficult, and the transfer

Captain Joe Taylor in 1924 at SMA

was so slow in coming that his tour of duty ended, and he
was in Hawaii on his way back to the States by ship, when
the war ended in 1918.

Back in the States, he was stationed at Fort Meade
near Washington, DC.  Still in the Cavalry, he was finding it
hard to find horses to ride.  At the fort, there were problems
with the officers’ and enlisted men’s messes.  A Major Patch,
(later General) who knew Joe, asked him to run both messes.
Joe knew men and how to handle them, but running food
service for 200 officers and over 1000 men was new to
him.  In the first week, he had to settle a fight between two
of his men; one had a butcher knife, the other a clever. Joe
stepped between them and quickly got the clever, but the
other man took a swipe at him with the knife.  They both
went to the hospital.  Joe had six stitches in his arm.  The
man had a broken jaw set.

Joe knew how to handle and lead men, but he didn’t
know a great deal about planning food service. For help
planning menus for his new job, Joe turned to Clara, who
was an excellent cook.  Together, they would plan a week’s
menus, and then Joe would set out to get the food from the
Supply Officer. Gradually, they developed monthly menus,
because it was hard to get what they wanted from the supply
depot with a week’s notice.  Joe said: “The secret to running
a good mess, besides
having good food and
a reliable kitchen staff,
was planning ahead”.
Good food in large
quantity was very hard
to get on short notice.

In late 1919,
Major Alexander
Patch came to
Staunton Military
Academy (SMA) as
senior military officer,
and he asked his
friend, Captain Joe
Taylor, to come with
him as his assistant.
Together they arrived
at SMA and took
command of the twelve man military staff.

Editor’s note.  This concludes part 1 of the Life and
Times of Lt. Col. Joe Taylor.  Part 2, covering Joe’s life
at SMA, will appear in the September issue of the
Kablegram-Leader.
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.

confessed his true age to his commanding officer, and was
released from the service and sent home.

Returning to Fall River, he lived with his father, who
was drinking heavily.  His mother had left the area, and he
did not know how to find her.  Life with his alcoholic and
abusive father became impossible.  Two years later, in
1904, at age 18, he rejoined the army.  This time, he
asked to serve in the Horse Cavalry, stayed in the Army
for nine years, and decided to make the military his life’s
work.

Soon after reenlisting, he was sent to Fort Ethan Allen
near Burlington, Vermont.  Joe found life at the fort tough.
It was here he first learned to fight; boxing came later.  He
said that one year there were seven murders in his regiment
in seven weeks.  One night, returning to the fort after
payday and a night in town, he was set upon by three
soldiers intent on robbing him.  He lost six teeth in that
fight, but was proud to say: “You should have seen the
other guys.” He lost those teeth, because they got him
down, and one kicked him.  Years later, he would say:
“When you fight, never go down”.  His skill as a fighter
became well known, and he was asked to fight on and
later coach the company boxing team.

Boxing in the early 1900’s was a brutal sport.  Fighting
was with bare knuckles or thinly wrapped fists.
Occasionally, thin kid gloves were used to protect the
hands.  The army believed that boxing was part of every
soldier’s training, and the best fighters fought regularly on
the company team.  Referees were a noncommissioned
officer whose job it was to see that no one was seriously
hurt.  Truly, soldiers were being trained to fight and kill in
war, and boxing was an important part of hand-to-hand
combat training.

Joe was a kind and gentle man, in spite of his rough
life, but those who remember him well know his hands
were like rocks, when he made a fist.  Joe liked the movie
From Here to Eternity and would say: “There’s a lot of
truth in that film.  It’s the way it was.”

Joe played on the company baseball team at Fort
Ethan Allen.  Before an important game, a horse kicked
him in the thigh and upper leg.  A large bruise developed,
and he had great difficulty walking.  On the day of the
game, he hobbled up to the bench and sat on the far end,
away from the coach.  As his team went to bat in the
bottom of the ninth, the score was tied 4 to 4.  Soon the
bases were loaded, but there were two out.  Then, the
coach called from the far end of the bench, “Taylor, take
the bat.”  Joe looked surprised and pointed to his swollen
leg saying: “I can’t run.”  The coach replied, “You’re the

best hitter I’ve got.  Just hit a home run and touch first
base, and the game is over.”  Joe was handed a bat and
hobbled up to the plate.  He watched a ball and a strike
go by to gage the pitcher; then he was ready.  He hit the
next pitch, but it went too high.  It landed just short of the
left field fence and ten yards inside the foul line.  The man
on third scored easily, as did the man on second, and then
the man of first, but Joe was only half way to first and the
ball was coming from left field.  The men who were on
third, second, and first were on the sideline jumping up
and down cheering him on.  As the shortstop threw to
first, Joe fell forward diving for the base.  As the dust rose
the first base umpire cried “Safe!”, and the game was
over.  Joe was carried off the field to his barracks by his
jubilant teammates.

At the age of 21, he met and married 18 year old
Clara May Goyette on Thanksgiving Day.  Her parents
were immigrants from Montreal, Canada, who ran a meat
market in Burlington.  Joe made Corporal the year they
were married, Sergeant two years later, was broken to
the ranks for fighting in town a year later, and promoted
back to Staff Sergeant before the year’s end.

From Fort Ethan Allen, Joe and Clara were sent to
Texas, where he served under Captain (later General)
George Patton.  Patton was a cavalry company
commander whose troupe was policing the border
between the United States and Mexico.  Joe Taylor was
his First Sergeant.  Joe later said of Patton: “He was one
of the best officers I served under – very fair – but when
he was mad, he had the foulest mouth I ever heard.”  One
Friday afternoon, Captain Patton asked Joe to play on
the company polo team in a match the next day.  The
team was usually composed of officers, but they were a
man short, and Joe was a good horseman, although he
had never played polo in his life.  Joe played well, and the
team won, but in a melee around the ball, he broke a
mallet.  After the match, he offered to pay for it, but Patton
wouldn’t let him.  Later he found out that it would have
cost him a month’s salary.  Joe liked the game, but decided
he couldn’t afford polo, and he never played again.

In Texas, Joe’s army boxing career reached its peak.
He became Light-heavyweight Champion of the U.S.
Army.  He was proud to say he also fought and beat the
army heavyweight champion, but the fight was not official,
because he didn’t weigh enough.  To strengthen his legs
and build endurance, Joe would run up and down Texas
sand dunes until exhausted.  He was often heard to say:
“You can never be in good enough shape for a fight.”

Continued on page 4
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................... $5.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00
_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $10.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $10.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(3)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold .................. $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.
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$____________
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$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
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$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review

reflections from the hill

Hello again fellow old boys.
We are coming down to the wire for
another great all-class reunion.  I
hope all of you are getting your
reservations made and your reunion
dues paid; so all you have to do is
enjoy the weekend activities.

Everyone is in for a great time. Remember all of the
classes that are coming up for a big year reunion: 74, 69, 64,
59, 54 and so on. Get your classmates called, and prod them
to come to the hill for a weekend of stories and tails of the great
years we all had on the hill.

If you need to find out anything about the weekends
activities, call the SMA/VWIL Museum, or check the SMAAA
web site.

I am looking forward to seeing all of you. CLASS of
1974, get off you butts and get there!
  
 
Truth Duty Honor
 
Bill Bissett, SMA ‘74
SMAAA President

Reunion Price at Stonewall Jackson Hotel

is $125.00 per night,

if the reservations are made by 2/28/2014!

Don’t wait, call (540) 885-4848, and mention

“SMA Reunion”.
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The Life and Times of Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Taylor

By Joseph Taylor, Jr., SMA ‘46
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REUNION 2014 REGISTER NOW

Dates: March 28-30, 2014
Location: “The Hill,” Staunton, Virginia

Our next reunion will be a joint SMA & VWIL Reunion with many coordinated events on The Hill.
SMA Registration form and a Schedule of Events are available online at the SMA Alumni Association

website (sma-alumni.org/reunion.htm) and in this issue of the Kablegram. Please note, there are a limited
block of rooms at the SJH, and SMA Reunion registration prices increase after the March 15th deadline. Save yourself some money and register
early - it really does help Arlene and makes things go more smoothly. We do accept credit cards now!!!

Stonewall Jackson Hotel and Conference Center
24 South Market Street � � �  Staunton VA 24401

540.245.8206 direct | 540.885.4848 main | 540.885.4840 fax � � �  www.stonewalljacksonhotel.com

~ Sponsor a VWIL Cadet ~
We are seeking SMA alumni that would like to sponsor a VWIL cadet at our reunion banquet dinner on Saturday night. This

provides a great opportunity to meet and talk to these fine young ladies and future leaders. The cost is $50 per cadet. If you can sponsor
one (or more than one), it would be greatly appreciated. This year, each sponsor will be awarded a bottle of locally raised honey, courtesy of

our past Association President, Harry Bruckno, SMA ’62.  Please contact Arlene at the SMAAA Office: Phone: 540-885-1309
� � �  Toll Free: 1-800-627-5806 � � �  Fax: 1-866-950-4452 � � �  Email: smaoffice@sma-alumni.org

Stonewall Jackson Hotel

This sketch of Col. Joseph Taylor was
in the dedication of the 1939 Shrapnel

Joseph Taylor was born on October 15,
1886 in Fall River, Massachusetts.  His early
life helped him to relate well to young boys in
his later years.  Joe was an only child.  His
parents were immigrants from England, who
separated and divorced before he was six.
They worked in a New England textile mill
making cotton clothing.  Joe was shuffled
between parents until he was 15, when he quit
school after the eighth grade.  He joined the
army by lying about his age.  The year was
1901, and the Spanish-American War had
ended a few years earlier.  Joe went through
basic infantry training, but found army life hard.
After nine months, he became homesick,
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