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Chapter 7 - The End Begins
By the late 1960’s, the war in Vietnam was raging and the public’s viewpoint of the merits of military academy

schooling was waning. Much as wagon makers and buggy wing manufacturers had disappeared as the world
changed around them with the advent of automobiles, so was the world changing for America’s military academies.
Many military academies closed during this timeframe. SMA, while still ranked high in its educational and military
credentials, was ill equipped to cope with and survive these changes. (Note: During the research for this work,
the author discovered three similarities in the military academies that survived. Most were non-profit foundations,
most had an endowment to draw on, and most were associated with a church organization. SMA had none of
these essentials.)

In 1967, Eleanor E. (Kable) Whitehead passed away, ending the Trust established in William G. Kable’s will.
The shares of Stock in SMA held by the Trust were distributed to his children in
1968. William G. Kable II, Helene K. Holland, and Kable M. Young became equal
owners of the Academy. William G. Kable II continued to operate the Academy as
the Business Manager and then as Executive Officer of the Corporation. The
Academy, while being presumably profitable up to that point, had very little reserves
to draw on in the event of a downturn in enrollment. The last session that the school
saw a profit ($63,000) was 1969-70. In June of 1970, the cash reserves (retained
earnings) totaled $554,000. $130,000 was then
distributed to as dividends to the Kables
leaving $424,000 in reserve. At the end of the
1970-71 session, SMA showed a loss of
$98,000, $45,000 was distributed at that time
as dividends to the Kables leaving a reserve of
$281,000. The 1971-72 session fared no better,
with the school
losing $132,000.
No dividends

were paid that year. So going into the 1972-73
session, the school had $149,000 in reserve.
Also, the school had been seeing a declining
enrollment since its high of 650 in 1966 with
the Corps of Cadets numbering only 353 in the
1972-73 session.

In March of 1972, the Board of Directors of
SMA approached the Alumni Association and
offered to sell the Academy to them for
$2,000,000. The Alumni Association took the
offer under consideration and hired a company
to prepare a feasibility study. Then, in June of
1972, William G. Kable II, SMA’s Executive

Eleanor Kable Whitehead

William G. Kable II
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_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................. $10.00
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield) ..................... $15.00
_____ Gray: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidery on sleeve) .................................................. $20.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidery on sleeve) .............................................. $20.00
Sweatshirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Embroidered Gold Hat Shield) ..................... $30.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $30.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts: $35.00  M-3X

White with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield
Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield
Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)
Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy”

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
Gold w/fleece lining: Embroidered blue Hat Shield on Front
Navy Blue w/fleece lining: Embroidered blue Hat Shield on Front

_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover: ...... $35.00  M-3X
Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $10.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $8.00
_____ Mug: Gray w/South Barracks in blue ......................... $2.50
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $18.00
_____ Artist Sketch: 17X7 1/4:  South Barracks, Administration Building,

Mess Hall, Kable Hall, North Barracks ...................... $5.00
_____ Artist Sketch: 14X9:  Memorial Hall, Kable Hall, North Barracks

(Approach from Prospect Drive) ............................... $5.00
_____ License Plate Sign (White w/ “SMA ALUMNI” in blue) . $10.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................. $008.75

    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $010.95

    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $012.95

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 18.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

CADET STORE
William Bissett

President, SMA Alumni Association

Fellow Old Boys,
 

When this issue of The Kablegram arrives and you read this
letter, the SMA Annual Reunion will be just over a month away.
And those of us on the Board of Directors are eager to see
everyone on the Hill again.

 As was reported to you in the last issue, I was elected
on November 16, 2010, to fill Harry Bruckno’s unexpired term.
I learned quickly that, even though we miss having Harry on
the board, the work goes on. There’s a lot of that occurs behind
the scenes prior to the reunion, and it’s especially important to
us that you enjoy your weekend back in Staunton — and feel
that the event is worth your time and expense.

 But – you won’t know unless you come. So if you
haven’t already, take a minute and register for the 2011 Reunion,
and come back to the Hill this spring and “Savor the memories
… perpetuate our legacy.” And call some of your old
roommates and classmates, and get them to come. I’ll bet
you’ll be glad you did.

 As those who have served as president of the SMA
Alumni Association before me know, we are privileged to lead
a board of directors and an alumni cadet corps that carries the
SMA legacy. That’s one of the reasons I will be dedicating a
significant portion of my time to the SMA Legacy Fund, which
is being established to perpetuate our SMA legacy and help
insure that, in cooperation with the growing number of VWIL
alumni, SMA will be remembered for a long time to come. You’ll
be hearing more about the Legacy fund at the reunion, and I
look forward to your feedback and discussion.
 
See you all in April!
 
Truth, Duty, Honor,
 
Bill Bissett ‘74
President, SMA Alumni Association and Foundation
 

P.S.  Please read the Legacy Fund letter in this issue.
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(L to R) Past Presdent, Harry Bruckno, ’62
and new President, Bill Bissett, ’74
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SMAAA Cadet Store Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Products Being Ordered: Qty       Price
1. ______________________________________________ ___ $___________

2. ______________________________________________ ___ $___________

3. ______________________________________________ ___ $___________

4. ______________________________________________ ___ $___________

5. ______________________________________________ ___ $___________

Required Shipping and Handling Fees: ………………………………… ….. $___________

Total Order: $___________

Note: If more than five items, use a second order form to add the other items.

PAYMENT
�  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

�  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa) �  Master Card �  Visa

     Card Number: ___________________________________

     Expiration Date: ___________________________________

     Security Code: ___________________________________

      (CCV2 code on back of card)

TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  CHARGE: $_____________

Name: _____________________________________
(exactly as written on credit card)

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip: _____________

Mailing Address: (only if different from billing statement)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip: _____________

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Officer, passed away. By that time Helene K. Holland, his sister and 1/3 owner of the Academy, had also passed
away and her shares were being controlled by a Trust created by her will. The decision was made by the
shareholders to intensify the search for a buyer for the school.

The Alumni Association’s Board of Directors made a counter offer in September 1972, which the owners of
SMA declined and made a second offer. The amounts of these offers are unknown. The Alumni Association
declined that offer and broke off negotiations. In November of 1972, Layne Leoffler, SMA’40, who had heard of
the school’s financial plight, came before the Board of Directors to discuss purchasing the school. Mr. Leoffler
had made a fortune in real estate and golf course construction & ownership. He was willing to risk this fortune to
save SMA. He offered to purchase the school for $806,750 and continue to operate it as a military academy. The
Kables accepted his offer.  Leoffler set up the HIS Corporation as a non-profit entity to purchase and operate the
school. The HIS Corporation took possession in January 1973 and began controlling the operations of SMA.

Chapter 8 - The End of an Era, The Passing of A Dream
From the beginning, Leoffler had a huge task before him. SMA had lost a further $79,800 between June, 1972

and January, 1973. Enrollment was down to 288 cadets. Additionally, Leoffler had to make payments on the first
mortgage note that the Kables held. Leoffler had arranged for loans from two banks totaling over $750,000 to use
as operating capital and had to look to repaying those notes. He began making cuts where he could while trying
to raise the enrollment level. Even with his efforts, the school lost a total of $257,000 for the 1972-73 session.

There was a slight improvement in the enrollment level the next year with 308 cadets in attendance. Leoffler
had mothballed North Barracks to reduce costs and had begun reducing scholarships for athletics. The school
still lost $161,000 dollars in that year. The next session, 1974-75, saw a reduction of the Corps of Cadets to 238
and a loss of $252,000. Leoffler’s financial reserves were getting depleted and he was not able to make the yearly
payment to the Kables. The Kables filed for foreclosure and a public sale was scheduled for July 11, 1975.

To avert this sale and allow more time to try to keep the school alive, the
HIS corporation filed for Chapter XI Bankruptcy Protection on July 8, 1975.
The HIS Corporation listed $2,077,000 in total assets and $1,672,762.71 in
total liabilities. An Order Restraining Creditors and an Order Authorizing Debtor
to Operate were granted the same day. Leoffler had averted foreclosure and
sale and had bought SMA another year. On July 21, Mr. Leoffler offered up a
gift totaling $740,000 to the school as a part of the Bankruptcy Reorganization
Plan. The school opened for the 92nd
session in September, 1975 with 172
cadets. The Kables continued to
petition the court to remove the
Bankruptcy Protection and allow their
Foreclosure proceedings to move
forward. The Judge in the Case, H.
Clyde Pearson, denied all of these
requests.

Leoffler continued to try work out a new repayment plan with the
Kables to no avail. A plan was offered up by the Alumni Association to take
over the school and it’s debts but was not approved by the Creditors
Committee. Another plan to buy the school was offered up by J. Donald
Allen, SMA’50. As a part of this offer, he was willing to put up $1,000,000 of
his own money. This plan also was not approved by the Creditors
Committee. After the graduation of 1976 and the cadets had left for the
summer, Mr. Leoffler announced that the reorganization efforts had failed
and the school would not reopen for the 1976-77 session. The school
closed its doors as a separate education institution in Staunton on June 6,
1976. The last formal employee of the Academy was Robert Wease, the
much respected Government Instructor from 1956 through 1976.

Layne E. Leoffler Sr.
The last owner of SMA in Staunton

Robert Wease
The last employee of SMA in Staunton
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Briefly…
Information Needed for SMA History Project

Greg Robertson is currently working on “Chapter 12 – The Superintendents” of the History of SMA.
He is seeking information on the identity and background on the person who was Superintendent for the
1975 – 1976 school year. He is especially interested, if anyone has Kablegrams from that time period that
might have had an article about the Superintendent.

Anyone with information about this is asked to contact him at 575-313-0232 or via email at
smahistory@hotmail.com.

It’s Time to Register for the 2011 Reunion!
The dates are April 29, 30, and May 1 (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday).  The Reunion Headquarters is the

Stonewall Jackson Hotel.  The registration form is available online at the SMA Alumni Association website
(sma-alumni.org), and it can be found in this issue of the Kablegram.  Please fill out the form, and send it to
Arlene Nicely at the SMA Alumni Association, PO Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402.  (Don’t forget the check!)

Send us brief biographies for “where they are now”.
In this issue of the Kablegram, we have a short biography of one of our distinguished alumni, Peter

“Pat” Stark, SMA ’50.  Pat is featured in this issue’s “Where Are They Now”, courtesy of his friend, Alan
Rubinson, SMA ’51, who submitted the request.
We really need more bios!  The articles should be short, and pictures are always welcome.  Send your
article and photograph(s) to Kablegram@sma-alumni.org or by regular mail to SMA Alumni Association,
P.O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958.

Staunton Military Academy Legacy Fund Campaign

The Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association has proposed a Legacy Fund to establish a solid base
for the Alumni to carry out any and all endeavors the Alumni and VWIL will need for future years. The SMA
Alumni Board of Directors has been working hand to mouth these last years on what can be collected from
dues and donations from some of the alums. This has been insufficient to comfortably secure yearly operations.
We are a dwindling group and need to work with our partners at VWIL to raise money to build a secure future
for the Association and for VWIL and to carry the memory of Staunton Military Academy through the years.

Our goal is to collect a minimum of $500,000 by the end of 2011. This money will be invested in conservative
investments to make it grow and will be used for needs of both the Alumni Association and VWIL.

We have fond memories of ‘The Hill’, and I look forward to seeing our brothers from all the classes every
year. The place and the people have special meaning for me, and I believe that the friendships we made at
SMA are the best. My hope is that we can all work together to create a secure future for the legacy of Staunton
Military Academy.

I, along with the Board of Directors, will be in charge of this project. I will also be the first to donate $5000 to
the fund. I feel strongly that this is important for our Alumni Association’s successful future and for our partners
at VWIL. With everyone’s help, our goal can be realized.

We will be in touch by telephone with as many of you as possible. My request to each of you is to
encourage your fellow alumni to participate in this fund drive. Every donation matters and is appreciated. if we
could get 100 alums to give $5000 each or to get 100 small groups of alums to give $5000 each we can move
quickly to our goal. I will also put the last $5000 in; so as of right now, we are down to 98 individuals or groups.

Let’s make this happen.

Thank you for your consideration.

Bill Bissett, SMA ‘74

P.S. If AMA can do it so can we.

SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall
Plaque Nomination Policy and Procedure

Editor’s Note.  In response to several inquiries, the Kablegram is publishing the policy and procedure followed by the Memorial Wall
Committee, when evaluating candidates.  The evaluation criteria are precise; so if you wish to nominate someone, make sure all three
evaluation criteria are documented thoroughly.

1. Purpose. The purpose of this document is to outline the policy and procedures concerning the eligibility criteria, nomination and approval
process, and standards associated with the installation of individual memorial plaques on the Staunton Military Academy-Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership (SMA-VWIL) Memorial Wall.

2. Membership. The SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall will be managed by the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee which is comprised of the following
seven voting members:

Chairman (SMA Alumni Association (SMAAA) Board Member)
SMAAA Board Members (3)
Commandant, VWIL Program
VWIL Cadets, VWIL Program (1 Senior, 1 Junior)

Associate members may participate in the memorial plaque candidate nomination and information gathering aspects required to support this
process; however, only the seven committee members identified above may “vote” on the final top three selections.

3. Candidate Nominations. Each calendar year, the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee is responsible for nominating not more than three (3)
eligible candidates to the SMAAA Board of Directors for purchase and installation of memorial plaques on the Memorial Wall.

The SMA-VWIL Museum Committee will maintain a listing of eligible plaque candidates. This listing will be used for annual
nominations.
Nominations must be made in accordance with a schedule that permits the procurement and installation of the plaques to be completed
not less than two weeks prior to the annual SMA Alumni Reunion weekend. This includes development, review and approval of text.
Plaque candidates fitting the basic qualifying selection criteria outlined in paragraph 4 must be submitted for consideration for the
following calendar year to the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee by December 31.
The SMA-VWIL Museum Committee will maintain a historical listing of purchased memorial plaques.

4. Selection Criteria. All candidates must satisfy at least one of the basic qualifying selection criteria of having some connection to either the
Staunton Military Academy (SMA) or the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Program as defined by these three categories:

ALUMNUS (SMA or VWIL)
FACULTY/STAFF (SMA or VWIL)
FRIEND OF SMA/VWIL

5. Evaluation Criteria. The following criteria will be used in evaluating the list of candidates eligible to be honored with a memorial plaque
purchased by either the SMAAA or VWIL Program:

CONTRIBUTIONS
To school, community, state, country and/or humanity

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Degree individual achieved noteworthy success in chosen profession or in life

TRUTH, DUTY and HONOR
Degree to which individual exemplified core these values

A standard form/format be utilized by the Committee to facilitate the evaluation and ranking process of each candidate against the criteria
listed above.

6. Funding. Funding for individual memorial plaques will be provided as follows:
SMAAA – SMA candidates selected and approved will be funded by the SMAAA.
VWIL – VWIL candidates selected and approved will be funded by the VWIL Program (note – in some cases, the SMAAA may fund
all or partial cost of a VWIL candidate)
Private – Privately funded plaques may be nominated outside of the normal three plaques per year limit. However, the SMA-VWIL
Museum Committee is responsible for approving all privately funded memorial plaques. Privately funded plaque candidates must satisfy
the same basic selection criteria as outlined in paragraph 4; however, the satisfaction of the evaluation criteria outlined in paragraph 5
will not be as stringent.

7. Standardization. All SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall plaques will be of the same standard size, material and wording font.  A consistent standard
for form and fit of memorial plaques on the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall must be maintained. The standards specified for all individual
memorial wall plaques are:

Size: Width (horizontal) = 12 inches x Height (vertical) = 10 inches
Material: Bronze with black background; double border; star rosettes in each corner
Text: Raised letters; Font – Arial (or similar)
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

�  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
�  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

�  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa) �  Master Card �  Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Steven Bond and John Antonelli, class of ‘61

WE WANT YOU!!

See you at the reunion, April 29 and 30, 2011.

Continued on page 6

PHOTOS FROM THE CLASS OF 1961
(WILL YOU BE AT THE REUNION?)

(L-R) Captain Case, Staunch, Sweeting, Cotter, Jackson, Rufin

Howie Rifles present arms as President Eisenhower’s car
crossed the asphalt.

Commander: Lt. Col. Peter G. G. Sweeting

SPOTLIGHT..........Class of ‘61
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In Memory Of…

Each issue of the Kablegram will recognize those individuals who have made contributions in memory of our
alumni or to honor our institutions.

In Memory of all of the cadets from the classes of 1946 and 1947 who have passed away, by Ed Mann, SMA ’46. 

Life as a cadet

The Steam Tunnels
by Greg Robertson ‘70

One of the stories that constantly circulated through the Corps, when I was a cadet was about steam tunnels under the
campus. The rumors of the extent of these tunnels at times placed them going all the way to Stuart Hall. During my junior year,
I decided to explore the tunnels and see where they went.

I had noticed during my travels around the campus several manhole covers in the area of Kable Hall and the back of the
Mess Hall. The one behind the Mess Hall was slightly hidden from view. I decided that was the best one to use as an entry
point.

One Saturday in late April, I decided to go into it and see where I could get to. My roommate, Don Windley, went with
me to help me get in. We removed the manhole cover, and I dropped down into it with my trusty little Army OD flashlight. Don
then closed the manhole cover and went on his way.

I started crawling down the tunnel. I remember it was dry and the steam wasn’t on because the outside temperature was
nice. It was cramped, and I remember thinking that I wouldn’t have wanted to be doing this when the steam was on. I was able
to make it to the manhole under the administration building before the tunnel got smaller and I could go no further. I pushed the
manhole cover up enough to see and looked around. I was under the stairs that led up to the Administration Building from the
Prospect Street side.

I pushed the manhole cover out of the way and climbed out. There was a door leading into Col. Moon’s office in the
basement. He was the assistant Headmaster and the Guidance counselor at the time. I guess that he didn’t think anyone would
come from that way because the door was unlocked. So, I replaced the manhole cover and just went into his office.

His files were all unlocked, so I just looked at some of the “Permanent records” of different people (You know the ones
that they said would follow you forever.). But for all of you worrying what I found - don’t. I remember very little now of what
was in them and nothing that the tabloids would be interested in.

I don’t remember how I got out of the office and then out of the building, but I did it without being discovered. I never told
Don or anyone else about being able to get into the office. So, that offense never went on my “Permanent Record”.

Editor’s note:  It’s on the record now, Greg!

Class of 61..Continued from page  5

At the Military Ball, the SMA Sweetheart was formed with
Lt. Col. Sweeting and his date, Miss Nancy Roebords, in the center.

SPOTLIGHT..........Class of ‘61

Steven Bond liked
leave, chemistry,

and sleeping.

Mike Byington
liked sleeping.

Claude Clemson liked
sleeping, anytime,

anywhere.

Charles Dickey liked
english and sleeping.

Ron Alonzo liked
leave and history.

Editor’s note:  There are many more
pictures from the class of ’61, but we

couldn’t run them all. Obviously,
sleeping was a big deal back then; what

do you like now?)

Robert “Stoney”
Jackson liked sleep,

vacations, and algebra.

Leland Ozawa liked
sleep, vacations, and

algebra.

David Rosen liked golf,
geometry, and listening

to records.

John Rosenberg was a
rare Alabama

Republican in 1961

Jean Pierre Rufin
was ALWAYS smiling.

George “Dick” Staunch
liked Stuart Hall and

trips to UVA.

Larry Steele
liked chemistry.

Peter G. G. Sweeting
liked socializing and trig.

He owns a tropical
resort today.
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William D. Boecking, SMA ‘52

William D. Boecking died tragically on August 23, 2010, when
his twin-engine Cessna 310 crashed in a field near Calhan, Colorado,
east of Colorado Springs, where he lived.  Bill had just celebrated
his 76th birthday on August 14th.

After graduating Staunton Military Academy, he attended Davis
& Elkins College in Elkins, West Virginia.  Bill then joined the U.S.
Air Force, where he became a navigator, then moved on to other
posts during his 23-year career.  While stationed at Keesler A.F.B.
in the early 60’s, he joined the aero club and took up flying lessons.
After earning his private pilot’s license, he eventually obtained his
IFR certification.  He flew many different types of recreational aircraft.
During his latter service years, he purchased his own plane, a twin-
engine Cessna, in which he took great pride, keeping it in immaculate
condition.

After retiring as a U.S.A.F. Major, Bill attended and graduated
from Colorado Technical College, earning a Batchelor of Science
degree in Electronic Engineering.  During his latter years, he enjoyed
working for the Harrison School Board in Colorado
Springs.

During his service years, he received the Bronze
Star, Defense Meritorious Medal, and the Meritorious
Service Medal, among others.  Bill was also a member of
numerous pilot associations.

Bill is survived by his wife Peggy of Colorado
Springs, his daughter Julie of Berthoud, Colorado, his
step-sons Steven, Mark, and Eric of Denver and
Charleston, S.C. respectively, three wonderful grand-
children, as well as his brother, Robert (SMA ’57).

Internment was at Fort Logan National Cemetery in
Denver.

Submitted by his brother, Robert C. Boecking, SMA ‘57

Charles F. “Chuck” Helmly, Jr., SMA ‘46

 Charles F. “Chuck” Helmly, Jr.,
83, passed away peacefully on
Wednesday, November 27, 2010, from
complications from pneumonia. At
his request, private services were
held on Saturday, November 29, 2010
at Woodlawn Park South Cemetery
in Kendall.

Chuck was a Miami native who attended Staunton Military
Academy in Virginia, where he was a star football player and
heavyweight boxer. After high school, he enlisted in the Army and
became a paratrooper and was part of the WWII occupation of
Japan.  Upon his return from overseas, he attended the University
of Florida where he majored in Business Administration and was a
member of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity.

After graduation, he joined the family furniture business
(Helmly’s Furniture) where he and his father expanded from three to
thirteen stores throughout the state of Florida. In 1975 he sold the
stores and decided to try his hand in the nursery business. He and
a partner purchased approximately 100 acres of land adjacent to the
Homestead Air Force Base and along with his son, Thomas, and his
daughter, Susan, built a very successful wholesale field tree farm.

Chuck was an avid hunter, fisherman, and conservationist,
and was a member of the Miami Beach Road & Reel Club, Florida
Conservation Association (FCA), Ducks Unlimited, and past
President of the Metropolitan South Florida Fishing Tournament
(MET). Chuck is survived by his beautiful bride of 60 years, Maria,
whom he cherished, and his son Charles Helmly, III (Dierdre) and
daughter Susan Helmly and was predeceased by his son Thomas
(Lisa). He also leaves behind four grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. The family would like to thank Swankridge Assisted
Living Facility for the love and care he received while a resident
there.

Published in The Miami Herald on
November 4, 2010

John Cleveland “J. C.” Lucy Jr.

John Cleveland Lucy, Jr., (J.C.) age 76, of Dolphin,
Va., passed away January 7, 2011. He graduated from
Staunton Military Academy in 1953 and attended RPI
(VCU) for two years. He also served for two years in

the U.S. Army. He was preceded in death by his parents, John
Cleveland Lucy and Murtis L. Lucy; a sister, Jane L. Rash; and a
brother-in-law, George Ashton Schermerhorn Jr.

He is survived by his wife, Carolyn Schermerhorn Lucy; two
children, John C. Lucy III, SMA ’76, (Boo) of Apex, N.C., and Dawn
Lucy LaPuasa (Hamid) of Blacksburg, Va.; four grandchildren, John
C. Lucy IV (Karla) of Portland, Ore., James Sawyer Lucy of Raleigh,
N.C., John Harrison LaPuasa (Devin) of Reston, Virginia and
Elizabeth Maria LaPuasa of Wilmington, N.C.; four sisters, Edith L.
Plummer of Boalsburg, Pa., Kathleen L. Tanner of South Hill, Va.,
Christine L. Tanner of LaCrosse, Va. Nancy L. Williams of Emporia,
Va.; two brothers, Emory H. Lucy (Virginia) of Brodnax, Va. and
Charles P. “Pat” Lucy (Mary) of Dolphin, Va.; two brothers-in-law,
Dr. Thomas J. Schermerhorn (Landora) of Atlanta, Ga. and L. Ryland
Rash of LaCrosse, Va.; and a sister-in-law, Helen S. Wood (Phin) of
Glen Allen, Va.

A visitation was held Sunday, January 9, 2011, and a memorial
service was conducted on Saturday, January 15, 2011. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Liberty Church, c/
o Jean Browder, 3827 Planters Road, Lawrenceville, Va. 23868;
Brunswick Volunteer Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 33, Lawrenceville, Va.
23868; or the Dolphin Volunteer Fire Dept., P.O. Box 67, Dolphin, Va.
23843.

Published in Richmond Times-Dispatch on January 9, 2011

Staunton Military Academy
2011 Reunion

Schedule of Events

Friday, April 29, 2011 (on former SMA campus)

 Reunion headquarters is at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel (SJH) in downtown Staunton. The Hospitality Room will
be located in the Augusta Room at the SJH and will be open both Friday and Saturday.  Come visit with friends
and classmates.  Refreshments will be available.

9:30 - 11:30 A.M.: SMAAA Board of Directors (SMA Mess Hall, VWIL room)
10:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.: SMA/VWIL Museum Open
11:00 A.M - 3:30 P.M.: Registration (SMA Mess Hall)
4:00 - 5:00P.M.: SMA/VWIL Parade

SMA Alumni will form up on the asphalt at 3:30 P.M. to follow the VWIL Corp of Cadets onto Kable Field.

5:15 - 6:15 P.M.: Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside of the SMA/VWIL Museum)
6:15 - 6:30 P.M.: VWIL Howie Rifles Precision Drill Demonstration
6:30 - 9:00 P.M.: Reception and Dinner (SMA Mess Hall)

Saturday,  April 30, 2011 (at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel)

8:15 - 9:15 A.M.: Registration for those who have not yet registered (SJH Lobby)
9:00 - 11:00 A.M.: Annual Alumni Membership Meeting (SJH)
9:30 - 11:30 A.M.: Women’s Group “Get Together” for all wives/guests of Alumni.

This is a very informal get together during the time the alumni will be attending the annual meeting.  Refreshments
will be available.  (SJH)

11:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.: SMA/VWIL Museum Open

Free time for alumni and guests (to visit former classmates, shop, have lunch, etc.)

4:00 - 5:00 P.M.: Registration for those who have not yet registered (SJH Lobby)
5:30 - 6:30 P.M.: Banquet Reception (cash bar) (SJH)
6:30 - 9:30 P.M.: Alumni Banquet (SJH Banquet Room)
9:30 PM - ??: Nostalgia Time (SJH Augusta Room)

Sunday, May 1, 2011:  SMA-VWIL Museum
9:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.: SMA/VWIL Museum Open
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VWIL        NEWS

Can women lead? Ma’am, yes MA’AM!
VWIL proves its value in building leaders

VWIL Color Guard Carries SMA Flag

STAUNTON — When Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell left the Virginia Military Institute for Mary
Baldwin College’s brand-new all-female cadet corps in 1995 as the commandant, he was often asked: “Can
women lead?”  It’s a question he still gets asked. His answer: “Yes. And they lead damn well.”

With an average of almost 50 percent of students taking commissions — a consistently higher rate than
VMI or the Virginia Tech Corp of Cadets — about 150 graduates have gone into the military through the
years. Currently nine graduates are serving in Afghanistan, about five in Iraq.  What makes learning to lead
at the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership unique, however, is how the world’s only all-female cadet
corps encompasses both military leadership and leadership in the civilian sector.

It was the civilian side of leadership that sparked senior Ana Espinoza’s interest.
“I actually told myself I won’t let them make me commission,” she said.  But she found she likes having

a schedule and a place to be at a certain time. She’s found she’s pretty focused, too.  “Sometimes I forget ‘oh
yeah, I’m a student,’” Espinoza said. “It’s just an extra-curricular and not a job.”  Turns out, it will be.
Espinoza is headed for the U.S. Air Force.

The liberal arts college experience in addition to the leadership and military regime of VWIL sets it apart
from other military schools.  “VMI is 24-7 — rigid, rigid, rigid — we don’t think women need this kind of
atmosphere to become good leaders,” Bissell said. He often hears from female cadets at VMI that they
wished they had known about VWIL when deciding on college. Over the years, a handful of students have
transferred from VMI to Mary Baldwin. In uniform five days a week, VWIL students minor in leadership,
participate in VMI’s Reserve Officers Training Corps, report for formation at 7 a.m. and have physical

training three days a week. But they still find time to be college students. Many participate in sports and student government; their majors range from art to pre-
medicine.

VWIL is structured to reflect both interests of its cadets: the military leadership side, and the day-to-day leadership.  Completely student-run, VWIL’s cadet-
officers are in charge of providing military discipline and managing drill and ceremony.
The student-picked leaders of the class system are in charge when the cadets are not
in ranks or military formations. Although the first captain of the regimental system
is usually a student planning to accept a commission in the military, and the class
system is run by someone entering the civilian sector, 2010 has proved unique with
a flip-flop of roles.  Senior Jael Cooper , heads the cadets on the military side, but
wants to do something with art or writing.  LaRae Johnson, a senior who is going
into the Air Force, is the leader of the class system. “I like that you can experience
both sides, the regimental and the class system and that both are have equal power,”
Cooper said.  Coming up together as “nULLs,” the name that VWIL students give
to freshman, the students become very close over the past three years. They take
classes together, live together, march in parades, participate in ceremonies, eat
together and do physical training together.

Each year around the holidays the seniors gather at Bissell’s Lexington home
to eat, drink, play games and commiserate about the cold weather and parade
season. They also reflect on the role models they get to meet.  One was astronaut
Nancy Currie.

Bissell remembers the day that Currie came to tell him she wanted to be an
astronaut, in 1983 at Fort Rucker, Ala. He wrote her a letter of recommendation but
told her not to get her hopes up.

She proved him wrong and went in to space four times. Bissell brought cadets
to three of the four launches, to meet Currie, who is now head of robotics for
NASA.

In 1995 when VMI was facing a lawsuit over admitting women — which
ultimately led to the creation of VWIL — Currie testified that women need to
possess the same leadership skills as men.  Currie told the VWIL students the same
thing she said in court, “I need to be adept. I need to be able to do anything a man
can do. If something happens in that capsule I don’t want to be the one being pulled
out of the door, I want to be the one in the door pulling my buddies out.”

After spending 15 years teaching women how to lead, Bissell said he’s learned
that leading comes just as naturally to women as men.

Reprinted with permission from The News Leader (newsleader.com). Written
by Megan Williams (mwilliams@newsleader.com) • January 2, 2011

William K. Suter, Clerk of The Court (The United
States Supreme Court) spent the day with the
Ladies in Green from VWIL at the Staunton
Veterans Day parade. He knew of the relationship
VWIL has with SMA and created this photo. 

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
PO Box 958

Staunton, VA 24402

Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; FAX: 1-866-950-4452; SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

SMA Reunion 2011 Registration Form
Please print to fill out this form and mail to address above or FAX to: 1-866-950-4452

1 After April 8th, the price increases to $135 for the weekend. Door price will be $150.
2 After April 8th, the price increases to $75 for Friday only. Door price will be $80.
3 After April 8th, the price increases to $75 for Saturday only. Door price will be $80.

LAST NAME: ________________________________FIRST NAME: __________________MIDDLE INITIAL: ____

SMA YEAR: ___________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________

CITY: ______________________________________________ STATE: _______ ZIP: _____________

TEL: (             ) _____________________; Cell (             ) ____________________

EMAIL: _______________________________________________________________________

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER

SPOUSE NAME: _______________________________________________________________

GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________

GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________

CHILD NAME: _________________________________________________________________

CHILD NAME: _________________________________________________________________

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION

Deadline is April 8, 2011. Please take the time NOW to complete your registration form. By doing this, you will help us
plan more effectively for a successful SMA Reunion in 2011.

Please note – lodging reservations at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel (or elsewhere) must be made separately.

_____ Weekend x $125/person1 $ __________

_____ Friday Only x $70/person2 $ __________

_____ Saturday Only x $70/person3 $ __________

TOTAL COST: $ __________
PAYMENT

� Check (payable to: SMA Alumni Association, Inc.)

� Credit Card: (can only accept MC/VISA) �  MasterCard  �   VISA

    Card Number: _______________________________________
    Expiration Date: _______________________________________
    Security Code: (CVV2 code on back of card ) _______________________________________

BILLING ADDRESS
Name: (exactly as written on credit card) __________________________________________
Billing Address: (for credit card purchases)(must be exactly as written on CC billing statement)

______________________________________

______________________________________

________________________ Zip: __________

Signature: ______________________________________
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Letters to the editor

Editor’s Note: Some time ago, the Kablegram received three digital pictures of the SMA Corps of Cadets participating in the re-enactment of the Battle of New
Market sometime in the mid 1920’s.  The pictures were sent to us by the photographer’s daughter, Janet Ramsey of Richmond, VA.  Recently, we contacted Janet
and asked her for some additional information about her father, his name, his year of graduation from SMA, etc.  Here is her interesting reply via email...

Hi,
I am so glad to hear from you. My father would like it that you are sharing the pictures. They have never been published before, as I think maybe you are

the only ones I have sent them to outside the family.
 My father was Melvin Montelle Renalds, his mother was a Henkel from the New Market area of that name, and his grandmother was from the Coiner/
Koiner family in Augusta County. He was born in 1904 in Waynesboro, VA.  He died in 1988.

I found the pictures in a collection of letters he wrote to his first wife who died young, Virginia Doll, of Roanoke. At that time, he was a railway mail clerk
and called Waynesboro his home.  He never went to Staunton Military Academy.  The reason he would have been in New Market to see the re-enactment is
that he had family in that area. He and my mother are buried in New Market.
 I will find the date and quotation from the letter and send it to you shortly.  If you take a little drive “down” to New Market, to the Shenandoah County
library branch in that locality, you will find a copy of Melvin’s grandfather’s journal called, “The Diaries of Siram P. Henkel.” They extend from the 1840’s to
the 1870’s.  Look up May 15, 1864, and you will have Melvin’s grandfather’s account of the Battle of New Market.
 Attached is a picture of Strasburg that Melvin took which was also in one of the letters.  I think Strasburg was involved in the military actions about the
same time as the Battle of New Market.  I sent a copy of this picture to the Shenandoah County Historical Society, and to their main library in Strasburg. 
They could identify the location - downtown.  The historical society said that they did not have a picture showing the cars like this one.  The library printed it
out and put it on display.  Other than that, I don’t know of anyone publishing it. 
 
Janet Ramsey, Richmond, VA

Editor’s Note:  Two of Melvin Renalds’ photographs are shown below.

SMA Cadets (1926) at re-enactment of the Battle of New Market Strasburg, Virginia in 1926

Editor’s Note.  This came to us on a letterhead from the offices of Learned,
Reilly, Learned & Hughes, LLP, Attorneys at Law in Elmira, New York.
The writer, Philip C. Learned, graduated from Staunton Military
Academy in 1950.  Thank you, Philip, for the kind words and the
thoughtful contribution to the scholarship fund.

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please find the enclosed donation to the scholarship fund.
What a great Kablegram!  The history was fascinating, and some of

the stories, particularly on the Sunday parades, I remember vividly.  I also
remember vividly the GI annual inspection where as first chair trumpet in
the band, we had to stand and play at attention for an average of two
hours, while the inspection took place on the parade field.  I remember
shining brass, shoes, sword, and hat brim in preparation therefore.

Again, thank you for the great Kablegram.  Keep up the good work!

Most sincerely,

Philip C. Learned (SMA ’50)

SMA History Project
21 November 2010
c/o SMA Alumni Association
P.O. Box 958
Staunton, VA 24402

To Whom it May Concern,

In September, I sent two pictures to you because I did not know who
they were or why they were in my ancestor’s possession.  The mystery has
been solved, and I shall share with you what I know of these two young men.

The Thomas twins, Hunley and Hubert, did attend the Staunton Military
Academy around 1919.  I am not sure for how ling they were there, as they
finally graduated from high school in Paonia, CO in 1922.

Their parents were friends with my grandparents, and that is why they
had the picture of them in their possession.  I am enclosing a copy of the history
of these two young men.  I found this information, as I was working one day at
our local museum in Hotchkiss, CO.  The boys’ mother could not live in
Hotchkiss, because of her health; so she would take the boys all over the states
and evidently had the money to do so.  So, one year, at least, they were at
Staunton.

I hope you can add this to your history book or whatever records you
keep.

Sincerely,

Kathy McKee
Hotchkiss, Colorado

Editor: Thank you, Kathy.  The pictures of the Thomas twins appear on the next
page along with the second letter you sent us.

where are they now

As a quarterback, Pat Stark played a key role in helping the Orangemen to their first bowl bid in 1953. But Stark is also recognized for setting
the state high school basketball record for most points in a game. Stark, a two-time All-City pick from Vocational High School, scored an
incredible 78 points in a 86-16 win over Smith Tech in 1949.

The 6-foot, 178-pound Stark led the Orangemen to the 1953 Orange Bowl where they ultimately lost to the Bart Starr-led Alabama Crimson
Tide, 61-6. He finished his SU career with 2,116 yards on 153-for-300 passing and 19 touchdowns. Stark was drafted in the second round by the
Pittsburgh Steelers.

Stark returned to his alma mater in 1957 to coach the quarterbacks. He left in 1960 to coach offense at the University of Rhode Island and
then spent six years at Harvard University (1963-1968) where he won two Ivy League titles. Stark was also the head coach at the University of
Rochester for 16 years before retiring in 1982. He became the U of R athletic director in 1983.

Career highlights:
1947-1949: Vocational High School in Syracuse. Two-time All-City in basketball, set one-game state scoring record with 78 points

1949-1950: Attended Staunton Military Academy, set one-game state scoring record (basketball) with 60 points.

1951-1953: Syracuse University. Earned All-East honors as quarterback for two years, played quarterback in Orange Bowl in 1953

1953: Played in East-West Shrine football game; Selected to Red Grange’s All- American squad

1957-1959: Assistant football coach under Ben Schwartzwalder at Syracuse University

1960: Assistant football coach for University of Rhode Island

1963-1968: Won two Ivy League titles as head football coach at Harvard; record 38-11-5

1969 -1982: Head football coach at University of Rochester; record 35-28

1970: Named Coach of the Year by American Football Association for Section 1

Editor’s note: Reprinted from the All-Time Syracuse University Basketball Players website and the Syracuse Hall of Fame website.

Article: Clermont Sheriff Roderberg swears in his wife as judge

Where are they now..Continued from page 12

Kathleen M. Rodenberg was sworn in Saturday as the first woman judge of Clermont County Domestic
Relations Court. Her husband, Sheriff A.J. “Tim” Rodenberg, SMA ’67, did the honors.

“I’ve been sworn at by husband on occasion, but never before sworn in by him,” said Kathleen Rodenberg,
53. It was her idea, she added.  The sheriff laughed, but he couldn’t hide his pride at the accomplishment of his
wife, who was elected without opposition in November and has been a lawyer for 27 years. “This is the
highlight of my career as sheriff - to do this for my wife, who has reached the top of her profession,” said Tim
Rodenberg, 62, who has been in office almost 14 years.

The two, who married 31 years ago after meeting as undergraduate criminal justice majors at the University
of Cincinnati, might be just the second couple in the country who now serve as a county judge and sheriff, he
said. “Out of (about 3,100) counties in America, I could only find one other place - Gwinnett County, Georgia,”
Tim Rodenberg said.

Both Rodenbergs got law degrees at UC (she in 1982, a year after he did). They also graduated from Oak
Hills High School in Green Township (she in 1975; he in 1967). The sheriff explained their age difference by
noting he was in the Marine Corps, rising to captain, before going back to college. He also is a former assistant
prosecutor.

The judge’s six-year term begins Sunday. Domestic Relations Court handles divorces, child custody, and
civil complaints of domestic violence. Her focus will be on the children - and “how to get this done without

having too much damage to the family,” the judge said.  “We don’t have any kind of criminal work,” Kathleen Rodenberg said of the court, so it’s unlikely there would
ever be a conflict of interest between her husband being sheriff and her role as judge. “He provides security to our building, but that is it.”

As to who will now be the top authority figure at home, the sheriff said: “A man who’s been married 30-plus years knows who outranks who - and it won’t
be me in charge.”

Editor’s Note: By Barrett J. Brunsman, bbrunsman@enquirer.com
Copyright 2011 by The Cincinnati Enquirer. Reprinted with permission.

Judge Kathleen M. Rodenberg and her husband,
Sheriff A.J. “Tim” Rodenberg, SMA ‘67.



—10— —11—

Letters Continued from page 10

Letters to the editor

Hunley E. Thomas 1919-20

SMA History Project
21 November 2010
c/o SMA Alumni Association
P.O. Box 958
Staunton, VA 24402

To Whom it May Concern,

The Thomas twins were born in May, 1906 in Hotchkiss, Colorado.  Both boys
went to many places with their mother, one of those places being Staunton, Virginia.
While there, she enrolled Hunley and Hubert in SMA.  After leaving Staunton, they
graduated from high school in Paonia, Colorado in 1922 and went to earn degrees in
college.  Both were radio engineers.

Hunley enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1940, rising to the rank of Captain and serving
in WW II and the Korean Conflict.  He died in 1998 at Lake Elsinore, California.

Hubert enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1942, rising to the rank of Captain and serving
in WW II.  He died in 1998.

Sincerely,

Kathy McKee

Hotchkiss, Colorado

Continued from  page 9

Hubert E Thomas 1919-20

SMA Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 958 WS
Staunton, Virginia 24402

Att: The Kablegram,

This may be a long letter.  The first letter I ever wrote to SMA was in answer to Robert Rossi’s letter to me at the time he was organizing SMA to re-establish
itself a formidable prep school… and I answered him saying that it was the most ridiculous idea that I had ever heard.  I apologize and admit that Bobby Horvath’s
letter made me realize how wrong I was.  What a mistake I made.  I am so sorry.

I’m 83 and I was so glad to ready Bobby’s memory of the Sunday parades.  Me too, at the same parade.  I’m surprised Bobby didn’t go on to become an “All
American” at any college he attended.  He was an inspiration to all of us who stood on the side and cheered.  And in fact, all of Bob’s teammates were the superior
Virginia team.

We started out that year with Bill Davis as First Captain, and later in the year, for reasons that I never knew, Ed Speaker took over.  In addition to those, we
had a group of cadet officers that should have become military leaders – Halsey White, Buddy Atkinson, Cambie Lawrence, Stan Scott, and Joe Taylor – and many
more.  I personally think that the classes of ’46 and ’47 had the most outstanding athletes in all sports than any before or since.

As you can see, I have changed my mind about contributing to SMA.  I have enclosed a small check to go for the Foundation in memory of any cadets from
the ’46 and ’47 classes that have died.  They were such fine young men.  By the way, pass on to Horvath that I have a patent of the only helmet (football/motor bike)
that has never had a successful law suit completed against it.  It goes under the name “Bike”.

May God bless all of you and speed the safety of the MB girls who carry on the SMA spirit.

Fraternally,
Ed Mann, SMA ‘46

Editor’s note:  Joseph O. Bostick was a history teacher at Staunton Military Academy in 1924.  Recently, his daughter visited the museum.  Shortly after that visit,
she sent this email about her dad to M/Sgt. Arlene Nicely.  She told Arlene that her dad spoke five foreign languages…remarkable!

Subject: Joseph O. Bostick, History teacher at SMA, 1924

Arlene,

I am going to try to give you the information on my dad.  He left Staunton Military Academy to teach at Columbia High School and to work on his master’s
degree at USC.  In 1927, he married my mother, Mary Moore, who lived and went to school in Columbia.  Directly from their honeymoon, they moved to Easley
where he was the principal of Easley High School.  Then he went to Liberty to become the Superintendent of Schools.  After serving two terms, it became necessary
for him to accept another principalship in Honea Path; so that he could teach at Clemson, also.  My oldest brother had become very ill with encephalitis after his
pony died with the disease.  There was no such thing as health insurance of any kind in those days.
 In 1941-1942, the doctors advised him that my brother needed to be close to a medical center.  We moved to Augusta, GA, at that time where my dad was the
principal of Monte Sano Elementary School.  He taught at Augusta College in the evenings, and then went from there to the YMCA to do their bookkeeping.  He,
also, worked on the weekends teaching swimming at the YMCA.  These three jobs were necessary due to the enormous medical expenses of Joe, Jr.  My mother
was the full-time nurse for my brother.

Letters to the editor

 On Sundays, my dad taught the Men’s Bible Class at The Hill Baptist Church fairly close to where we lived.  Once a month, he had a substitute teacher so that
he could visit his mother in Beaufort, SC.  My father had a very deep faith and though weary and worn, his faith kept him doing what he had to do.  My brother
died in March 1946 at the age of 16. 
 Dad continued to serve as principal and to teach at the college until he retired.  After retirement, my parents moved to Charleston and he was enticed to teach
History at a preparatory school there.  He loved teaching history!   My husband and I lived in South Georgia in my late husband’s hometown of Nashville, GA. 
Once the grandchildren arrived, my parents moved there close to us where they spent the remainder of their lives.   
 After I was married with children of my own, some former students of my dad said that he had counseled them and changed their lives.  I asked when he did
this, and they said that he always made the time to assist them.  I know that he was a wonderful father in every way and a wonderful husband to my mother.  He
died in September 1991 at the age of 89.  He suffered from cancer the last few years of his life leaving another brother and me and two grandchildren whom he loved
dearly.  My mother died two years earlier. 
 Dad was one of ten children and grew up in Beaufort obtaining his first degree at The College of Charleston.  He excelled in everything he did.  His mother and
her twin sister were teachers, as was his grandmother.  Teaching and serving in the field of education was very dear to him.

Editor’s note.  Alan Rubinson, SMA ’51, sent in a request for recognition of his friend, Pat Stark, SMA ’50.  We have compiled some of the remarkable data provided
by Alan and printed a “Where Are They Now” bio of Pat in this issue.  Thanks, Alan!

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
Subject: Recognition
Nominee: Peter “Pat” Stark, SMA ‘50

Peter “Pat” Stark, SMA ’50, deserves special honor for his outstanding accomplishments in sports.  At Staunton Military Academy, he was recognized as All-
State in football, basketball, and baseball.  He scored a state record 60 points in one of our basketball games.  He was a quarterback at Syracuse University, was
drafted in the second round by the NFL Pittsburg Steelers, and he has been a successful college coach.

There are so many things Pat accomplished in sports that when I went on the internet, I found over 7,000 sites about him.  I have enclosed some of the articles.
Also, Pat goes to Saint Lo, France every year to attend the memorial service of Thomas Howie, who taught at SMA and has a place in the SMA museum.

Thank you for the consideration of my good friend, Pat, and a loyal SMA cadet.  Pat attends all of the reunions.

Alan H. Rubinson, SMA ‘51

where are they now

Peter “Pat” Stark

The All-Time Syracuse University Basketball Players website says this about Pat.

 Peter ‘Pat’ Stark was an outstanding athlete, who was the quarterback for the Syracuse football team and
played two years on the basketball team. He was a starting guard on the basketball team his junior season, after
joining the team when football had ended.

In high school, Stark was all-state in basketball, football, and baseball. He scored 78 points in a game at
Vocational High School, a New York state record. He also had another game at Staunton Military Academy where
he scored 60 points, which was a Virginia state record. Stark set the Syracuse freshman single game scoring record of
28 pts (since broken), and was the freshman team’s leading scorer.

Though he was a huge basketball star in high school, at Syracuse Stark was a star on the football field, with three
varsity letters, earning All East All-American status his junior and senior seasons at quarterback (1952, 1953). He led
the Orangemen to the Orange Bowl in 1953. He threw for over 1000 yards each of his Junior and Senior seasons, with
a combined 19 touchdowns versus 12 interceptions. Stark would break his jaw his senior season in the East / West
Shrine Bowl football game. As a result of the injury, he would decide not to play basketball his senior season.

He was part of the coaching staff of the 1959 Syracuse Orangemen football team that won the NCAA National
Championship, and on the staff from 1957-1959.

From 1969 to 1984, he was the head football coach at the University of Rochester. He was the Section I Coach
of the Year in 1970, and led the team to 12 consecutive victories.

Stark was inducted into the Syracuse Hall of Fame in 1995. He was awarded the Syracuse Letterwinner of Distinction Honor in 1991. He was also
inducted into the University of Rochester Hall of Fame.

The All-Time Syracuse Hall of Fame website says this about Pat.

Peter “Pat” Stark, Syracuse QB

Where are they now..Continued on page 12
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Letters to the editor

Hunley E. Thomas 1919-20

SMA History Project
21 November 2010
c/o SMA Alumni Association
P.O. Box 958
Staunton, VA 24402

To Whom it May Concern,

The Thomas twins were born in May, 1906 in Hotchkiss, Colorado.  Both boys
went to many places with their mother, one of those places being Staunton, Virginia.
While there, she enrolled Hunley and Hubert in SMA.  After leaving Staunton, they
graduated from high school in Paonia, Colorado in 1922 and went to earn degrees in
college.  Both were radio engineers.

Hunley enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1940, rising to the rank of Captain and serving
in WW II and the Korean Conflict.  He died in 1998 at Lake Elsinore, California.

Hubert enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1942, rising to the rank of Captain and serving
in WW II.  He died in 1998.

Sincerely,

Kathy McKee

Hotchkiss, Colorado

Continued from  page 9

Hubert E Thomas 1919-20

SMA Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 958 WS
Staunton, Virginia 24402

Att: The Kablegram,

This may be a long letter.  The first letter I ever wrote to SMA was in answer to Robert Rossi’s letter to me at the time he was organizing SMA to re-establish
itself a formidable prep school… and I answered him saying that it was the most ridiculous idea that I had ever heard.  I apologize and admit that Bobby Horvath’s
letter made me realize how wrong I was.  What a mistake I made.  I am so sorry.

I’m 83 and I was so glad to ready Bobby’s memory of the Sunday parades.  Me too, at the same parade.  I’m surprised Bobby didn’t go on to become an “All
American” at any college he attended.  He was an inspiration to all of us who stood on the side and cheered.  And in fact, all of Bob’s teammates were the superior
Virginia team.

We started out that year with Bill Davis as First Captain, and later in the year, for reasons that I never knew, Ed Speaker took over.  In addition to those, we
had a group of cadet officers that should have become military leaders – Halsey White, Buddy Atkinson, Cambie Lawrence, Stan Scott, and Joe Taylor – and many
more.  I personally think that the classes of ’46 and ’47 had the most outstanding athletes in all sports than any before or since.

As you can see, I have changed my mind about contributing to SMA.  I have enclosed a small check to go for the Foundation in memory of any cadets from
the ’46 and ’47 classes that have died.  They were such fine young men.  By the way, pass on to Horvath that I have a patent of the only helmet (football/motor bike)
that has never had a successful law suit completed against it.  It goes under the name “Bike”.

May God bless all of you and speed the safety of the MB girls who carry on the SMA spirit.

Fraternally,
Ed Mann, SMA ‘46

Editor’s note:  Joseph O. Bostick was a history teacher at Staunton Military Academy in 1924.  Recently, his daughter visited the museum.  Shortly after that visit,
she sent this email about her dad to M/Sgt. Arlene Nicely.  She told Arlene that her dad spoke five foreign languages…remarkable!

Subject: Joseph O. Bostick, History teacher at SMA, 1924

Arlene,

I am going to try to give you the information on my dad.  He left Staunton Military Academy to teach at Columbia High School and to work on his master’s
degree at USC.  In 1927, he married my mother, Mary Moore, who lived and went to school in Columbia.  Directly from their honeymoon, they moved to Easley
where he was the principal of Easley High School.  Then he went to Liberty to become the Superintendent of Schools.  After serving two terms, it became necessary
for him to accept another principalship in Honea Path; so that he could teach at Clemson, also.  My oldest brother had become very ill with encephalitis after his
pony died with the disease.  There was no such thing as health insurance of any kind in those days.
 In 1941-1942, the doctors advised him that my brother needed to be close to a medical center.  We moved to Augusta, GA, at that time where my dad was the
principal of Monte Sano Elementary School.  He taught at Augusta College in the evenings, and then went from there to the YMCA to do their bookkeeping.  He,
also, worked on the weekends teaching swimming at the YMCA.  These three jobs were necessary due to the enormous medical expenses of Joe, Jr.  My mother
was the full-time nurse for my brother.

Letters to the editor

 On Sundays, my dad taught the Men’s Bible Class at The Hill Baptist Church fairly close to where we lived.  Once a month, he had a substitute teacher so that
he could visit his mother in Beaufort, SC.  My father had a very deep faith and though weary and worn, his faith kept him doing what he had to do.  My brother
died in March 1946 at the age of 16. 
 Dad continued to serve as principal and to teach at the college until he retired.  After retirement, my parents moved to Charleston and he was enticed to teach
History at a preparatory school there.  He loved teaching history!   My husband and I lived in South Georgia in my late husband’s hometown of Nashville, GA. 
Once the grandchildren arrived, my parents moved there close to us where they spent the remainder of their lives.   
 After I was married with children of my own, some former students of my dad said that he had counseled them and changed their lives.  I asked when he did
this, and they said that he always made the time to assist them.  I know that he was a wonderful father in every way and a wonderful husband to my mother.  He
died in September 1991 at the age of 89.  He suffered from cancer the last few years of his life leaving another brother and me and two grandchildren whom he loved
dearly.  My mother died two years earlier. 
 Dad was one of ten children and grew up in Beaufort obtaining his first degree at The College of Charleston.  He excelled in everything he did.  His mother and
her twin sister were teachers, as was his grandmother.  Teaching and serving in the field of education was very dear to him.

Editor’s note.  Alan Rubinson, SMA ’51, sent in a request for recognition of his friend, Pat Stark, SMA ’50.  We have compiled some of the remarkable data provided
by Alan and printed a “Where Are They Now” bio of Pat in this issue.  Thanks, Alan!

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
Subject: Recognition
Nominee: Peter “Pat” Stark, SMA ‘50

Peter “Pat” Stark, SMA ’50, deserves special honor for his outstanding accomplishments in sports.  At Staunton Military Academy, he was recognized as All-
State in football, basketball, and baseball.  He scored a state record 60 points in one of our basketball games.  He was a quarterback at Syracuse University, was
drafted in the second round by the NFL Pittsburg Steelers, and he has been a successful college coach.

There are so many things Pat accomplished in sports that when I went on the internet, I found over 7,000 sites about him.  I have enclosed some of the articles.
Also, Pat goes to Saint Lo, France every year to attend the memorial service of Thomas Howie, who taught at SMA and has a place in the SMA museum.

Thank you for the consideration of my good friend, Pat, and a loyal SMA cadet.  Pat attends all of the reunions.

Alan H. Rubinson, SMA ‘51

where are they now

Peter “Pat” Stark

The All-Time Syracuse University Basketball Players website says this about Pat.

 Peter ‘Pat’ Stark was an outstanding athlete, who was the quarterback for the Syracuse football team and
played two years on the basketball team. He was a starting guard on the basketball team his junior season, after
joining the team when football had ended.

In high school, Stark was all-state in basketball, football, and baseball. He scored 78 points in a game at
Vocational High School, a New York state record. He also had another game at Staunton Military Academy where
he scored 60 points, which was a Virginia state record. Stark set the Syracuse freshman single game scoring record of
28 pts (since broken), and was the freshman team’s leading scorer.

Though he was a huge basketball star in high school, at Syracuse Stark was a star on the football field, with three
varsity letters, earning All East All-American status his junior and senior seasons at quarterback (1952, 1953). He led
the Orangemen to the Orange Bowl in 1953. He threw for over 1000 yards each of his Junior and Senior seasons, with
a combined 19 touchdowns versus 12 interceptions. Stark would break his jaw his senior season in the East / West
Shrine Bowl football game. As a result of the injury, he would decide not to play basketball his senior season.

He was part of the coaching staff of the 1959 Syracuse Orangemen football team that won the NCAA National
Championship, and on the staff from 1957-1959.

From 1969 to 1984, he was the head football coach at the University of Rochester. He was the Section I Coach
of the Year in 1970, and led the team to 12 consecutive victories.

Stark was inducted into the Syracuse Hall of Fame in 1995. He was awarded the Syracuse Letterwinner of Distinction Honor in 1991. He was also
inducted into the University of Rochester Hall of Fame.

The All-Time Syracuse Hall of Fame website says this about Pat.

Peter “Pat” Stark, Syracuse QB

Where are they now..Continued on page 12
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Editor’s Note: Some time ago, the Kablegram received three digital pictures of the SMA Corps of Cadets participating in the re-enactment of the Battle of New
Market sometime in the mid 1920’s.  The pictures were sent to us by the photographer’s daughter, Janet Ramsey of Richmond, VA.  Recently, we contacted Janet
and asked her for some additional information about her father, his name, his year of graduation from SMA, etc.  Here is her interesting reply via email...

Hi,
I am so glad to hear from you. My father would like it that you are sharing the pictures. They have never been published before, as I think maybe you are

the only ones I have sent them to outside the family.
 My father was Melvin Montelle Renalds, his mother was a Henkel from the New Market area of that name, and his grandmother was from the Coiner/
Koiner family in Augusta County. He was born in 1904 in Waynesboro, VA.  He died in 1988.

I found the pictures in a collection of letters he wrote to his first wife who died young, Virginia Doll, of Roanoke. At that time, he was a railway mail clerk
and called Waynesboro his home.  He never went to Staunton Military Academy.  The reason he would have been in New Market to see the re-enactment is
that he had family in that area. He and my mother are buried in New Market.
 I will find the date and quotation from the letter and send it to you shortly.  If you take a little drive “down” to New Market, to the Shenandoah County
library branch in that locality, you will find a copy of Melvin’s grandfather’s journal called, “The Diaries of Siram P. Henkel.” They extend from the 1840’s to
the 1870’s.  Look up May 15, 1864, and you will have Melvin’s grandfather’s account of the Battle of New Market.
 Attached is a picture of Strasburg that Melvin took which was also in one of the letters.  I think Strasburg was involved in the military actions about the
same time as the Battle of New Market.  I sent a copy of this picture to the Shenandoah County Historical Society, and to their main library in Strasburg. 
They could identify the location - downtown.  The historical society said that they did not have a picture showing the cars like this one.  The library printed it
out and put it on display.  Other than that, I don’t know of anyone publishing it. 
 
Janet Ramsey, Richmond, VA

Editor’s Note:  Two of Melvin Renalds’ photographs are shown below.

SMA Cadets (1926) at re-enactment of the Battle of New Market Strasburg, Virginia in 1926

Editor’s Note.  This came to us on a letterhead from the offices of Learned,
Reilly, Learned & Hughes, LLP, Attorneys at Law in Elmira, New York.
The writer, Philip C. Learned, graduated from Staunton Military
Academy in 1950.  Thank you, Philip, for the kind words and the
thoughtful contribution to the scholarship fund.

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please find the enclosed donation to the scholarship fund.
What a great Kablegram!  The history was fascinating, and some of

the stories, particularly on the Sunday parades, I remember vividly.  I also
remember vividly the GI annual inspection where as first chair trumpet in
the band, we had to stand and play at attention for an average of two
hours, while the inspection took place on the parade field.  I remember
shining brass, shoes, sword, and hat brim in preparation therefore.

Again, thank you for the great Kablegram.  Keep up the good work!

Most sincerely,

Philip C. Learned (SMA ’50)

SMA History Project
21 November 2010
c/o SMA Alumni Association
P.O. Box 958
Staunton, VA 24402

To Whom it May Concern,

In September, I sent two pictures to you because I did not know who
they were or why they were in my ancestor’s possession.  The mystery has
been solved, and I shall share with you what I know of these two young men.

The Thomas twins, Hunley and Hubert, did attend the Staunton Military
Academy around 1919.  I am not sure for how ling they were there, as they
finally graduated from high school in Paonia, CO in 1922.

Their parents were friends with my grandparents, and that is why they
had the picture of them in their possession.  I am enclosing a copy of the history
of these two young men.  I found this information, as I was working one day at
our local museum in Hotchkiss, CO.  The boys’ mother could not live in
Hotchkiss, because of her health; so she would take the boys all over the states
and evidently had the money to do so.  So, one year, at least, they were at
Staunton.

I hope you can add this to your history book or whatever records you
keep.

Sincerely,

Kathy McKee
Hotchkiss, Colorado

Editor: Thank you, Kathy.  The pictures of the Thomas twins appear on the next
page along with the second letter you sent us.

where are they now

As a quarterback, Pat Stark played a key role in helping the Orangemen to their first bowl bid in 1953. But Stark is also recognized for setting
the state high school basketball record for most points in a game. Stark, a two-time All-City pick from Vocational High School, scored an
incredible 78 points in a 86-16 win over Smith Tech in 1949.

The 6-foot, 178-pound Stark led the Orangemen to the 1953 Orange Bowl where they ultimately lost to the Bart Starr-led Alabama Crimson
Tide, 61-6. He finished his SU career with 2,116 yards on 153-for-300 passing and 19 touchdowns. Stark was drafted in the second round by the
Pittsburgh Steelers.

Stark returned to his alma mater in 1957 to coach the quarterbacks. He left in 1960 to coach offense at the University of Rhode Island and
then spent six years at Harvard University (1963-1968) where he won two Ivy League titles. Stark was also the head coach at the University of
Rochester for 16 years before retiring in 1982. He became the U of R athletic director in 1983.

Career highlights:
1947-1949: Vocational High School in Syracuse. Two-time All-City in basketball, set one-game state scoring record with 78 points

1949-1950: Attended Staunton Military Academy, set one-game state scoring record (basketball) with 60 points.

1951-1953: Syracuse University. Earned All-East honors as quarterback for two years, played quarterback in Orange Bowl in 1953

1953: Played in East-West Shrine football game; Selected to Red Grange’s All- American squad

1957-1959: Assistant football coach under Ben Schwartzwalder at Syracuse University

1960: Assistant football coach for University of Rhode Island

1963-1968: Won two Ivy League titles as head football coach at Harvard; record 38-11-5

1969 -1982: Head football coach at University of Rochester; record 35-28

1970: Named Coach of the Year by American Football Association for Section 1

Editor’s note: Reprinted from the All-Time Syracuse University Basketball Players website and the Syracuse Hall of Fame website.

Article: Clermont Sheriff Roderberg swears in his wife as judge

Where are they now..Continued from page 12

Kathleen M. Rodenberg was sworn in Saturday as the first woman judge of Clermont County Domestic
Relations Court. Her husband, Sheriff A.J. “Tim” Rodenberg, SMA ’67, did the honors.

“I’ve been sworn at by husband on occasion, but never before sworn in by him,” said Kathleen Rodenberg,
53. It was her idea, she added.  The sheriff laughed, but he couldn’t hide his pride at the accomplishment of his
wife, who was elected without opposition in November and has been a lawyer for 27 years. “This is the
highlight of my career as sheriff - to do this for my wife, who has reached the top of her profession,” said Tim
Rodenberg, 62, who has been in office almost 14 years.

The two, who married 31 years ago after meeting as undergraduate criminal justice majors at the University
of Cincinnati, might be just the second couple in the country who now serve as a county judge and sheriff, he
said. “Out of (about 3,100) counties in America, I could only find one other place - Gwinnett County, Georgia,”
Tim Rodenberg said.

Both Rodenbergs got law degrees at UC (she in 1982, a year after he did). They also graduated from Oak
Hills High School in Green Township (she in 1975; he in 1967). The sheriff explained their age difference by
noting he was in the Marine Corps, rising to captain, before going back to college. He also is a former assistant
prosecutor.

The judge’s six-year term begins Sunday. Domestic Relations Court handles divorces, child custody, and
civil complaints of domestic violence. Her focus will be on the children - and “how to get this done without

having too much damage to the family,” the judge said.  “We don’t have any kind of criminal work,” Kathleen Rodenberg said of the court, so it’s unlikely there would
ever be a conflict of interest between her husband being sheriff and her role as judge. “He provides security to our building, but that is it.”

As to who will now be the top authority figure at home, the sheriff said: “A man who’s been married 30-plus years knows who outranks who - and it won’t
be me in charge.”

Editor’s Note: By Barrett J. Brunsman, bbrunsman@enquirer.com
Copyright 2011 by The Cincinnati Enquirer. Reprinted with permission.

Judge Kathleen M. Rodenberg and her husband,
Sheriff A.J. “Tim” Rodenberg, SMA ‘67.
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VWIL        NEWS

Can women lead? Ma’am, yes MA’AM!
VWIL proves its value in building leaders

VWIL Color Guard Carries SMA Flag

STAUNTON — When Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell left the Virginia Military Institute for Mary
Baldwin College’s brand-new all-female cadet corps in 1995 as the commandant, he was often asked: “Can
women lead?”  It’s a question he still gets asked. His answer: “Yes. And they lead damn well.”

With an average of almost 50 percent of students taking commissions — a consistently higher rate than
VMI or the Virginia Tech Corp of Cadets — about 150 graduates have gone into the military through the
years. Currently nine graduates are serving in Afghanistan, about five in Iraq.  What makes learning to lead
at the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership unique, however, is how the world’s only all-female cadet
corps encompasses both military leadership and leadership in the civilian sector.

It was the civilian side of leadership that sparked senior Ana Espinoza’s interest.
“I actually told myself I won’t let them make me commission,” she said.  But she found she likes having

a schedule and a place to be at a certain time. She’s found she’s pretty focused, too.  “Sometimes I forget ‘oh
yeah, I’m a student,’” Espinoza said. “It’s just an extra-curricular and not a job.”  Turns out, it will be.
Espinoza is headed for the U.S. Air Force.

The liberal arts college experience in addition to the leadership and military regime of VWIL sets it apart
from other military schools.  “VMI is 24-7 — rigid, rigid, rigid — we don’t think women need this kind of
atmosphere to become good leaders,” Bissell said. He often hears from female cadets at VMI that they
wished they had known about VWIL when deciding on college. Over the years, a handful of students have
transferred from VMI to Mary Baldwin. In uniform five days a week, VWIL students minor in leadership,
participate in VMI’s Reserve Officers Training Corps, report for formation at 7 a.m. and have physical

training three days a week. But they still find time to be college students. Many participate in sports and student government; their majors range from art to pre-
medicine.

VWIL is structured to reflect both interests of its cadets: the military leadership side, and the day-to-day leadership.  Completely student-run, VWIL’s cadet-
officers are in charge of providing military discipline and managing drill and ceremony.
The student-picked leaders of the class system are in charge when the cadets are not
in ranks or military formations. Although the first captain of the regimental system
is usually a student planning to accept a commission in the military, and the class
system is run by someone entering the civilian sector, 2010 has proved unique with
a flip-flop of roles.  Senior Jael Cooper , heads the cadets on the military side, but
wants to do something with art or writing.  LaRae Johnson, a senior who is going
into the Air Force, is the leader of the class system. “I like that you can experience
both sides, the regimental and the class system and that both are have equal power,”
Cooper said.  Coming up together as “nULLs,” the name that VWIL students give
to freshman, the students become very close over the past three years. They take
classes together, live together, march in parades, participate in ceremonies, eat
together and do physical training together.

Each year around the holidays the seniors gather at Bissell’s Lexington home
to eat, drink, play games and commiserate about the cold weather and parade
season. They also reflect on the role models they get to meet.  One was astronaut
Nancy Currie.

Bissell remembers the day that Currie came to tell him she wanted to be an
astronaut, in 1983 at Fort Rucker, Ala. He wrote her a letter of recommendation but
told her not to get her hopes up.

She proved him wrong and went in to space four times. Bissell brought cadets
to three of the four launches, to meet Currie, who is now head of robotics for
NASA.

In 1995 when VMI was facing a lawsuit over admitting women — which
ultimately led to the creation of VWIL — Currie testified that women need to
possess the same leadership skills as men.  Currie told the VWIL students the same
thing she said in court, “I need to be adept. I need to be able to do anything a man
can do. If something happens in that capsule I don’t want to be the one being pulled
out of the door, I want to be the one in the door pulling my buddies out.”

After spending 15 years teaching women how to lead, Bissell said he’s learned
that leading comes just as naturally to women as men.

Reprinted with permission from The News Leader (newsleader.com). Written
by Megan Williams (mwilliams@newsleader.com) • January 2, 2011

William K. Suter, Clerk of The Court (The United
States Supreme Court) spent the day with the
Ladies in Green from VWIL at the Staunton
Veterans Day parade. He knew of the relationship
VWIL has with SMA and created this photo. 

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
PO Box 958

Staunton, VA 24402

Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; FAX: 1-866-950-4452; SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

SMA Reunion 2011 Registration Form
Please print to fill out this form and mail to address above or FAX to: 1-866-950-4452

1 After April 8th, the price increases to $135 for the weekend. Door price will be $150.
2 After April 8th, the price increases to $75 for Friday only. Door price will be $80.
3 After April 8th, the price increases to $75 for Saturday only. Door price will be $80.

LAST NAME: ________________________________FIRST NAME: __________________MIDDLE INITIAL: ____

SMA YEAR: ___________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________

CITY: ______________________________________________ STATE: _______ ZIP: _____________

TEL: (             ) _____________________; Cell (             ) ____________________

EMAIL: _______________________________________________________________________

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER

SPOUSE NAME: _______________________________________________________________

GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________

GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________

CHILD NAME: _________________________________________________________________

CHILD NAME: _________________________________________________________________

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION

Deadline is April 8, 2011. Please take the time NOW to complete your registration form. By doing this, you will help us
plan more effectively for a successful SMA Reunion in 2011.

Please note – lodging reservations at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel (or elsewhere) must be made separately.

_____ Weekend x $125/person1 $ __________

_____ Friday Only x $70/person2 $ __________

_____ Saturday Only x $70/person3 $ __________

TOTAL COST: $ __________
PAYMENT

� Check (payable to: SMA Alumni Association, Inc.)

� Credit Card: (can only accept MC/VISA) �  MasterCard  �   VISA

    Card Number: _______________________________________
    Expiration Date: _______________________________________
    Security Code: (CVV2 code on back of card ) _______________________________________

BILLING ADDRESS
Name: (exactly as written on credit card) __________________________________________
Billing Address: (for credit card purchases)(must be exactly as written on CC billing statement)

______________________________________

______________________________________

________________________ Zip: __________

Signature: ______________________________________
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William D. Boecking, SMA ‘52

William D. Boecking died tragically on August 23, 2010, when
his twin-engine Cessna 310 crashed in a field near Calhan, Colorado,
east of Colorado Springs, where he lived.  Bill had just celebrated
his 76th birthday on August 14th.

After graduating Staunton Military Academy, he attended Davis
& Elkins College in Elkins, West Virginia.  Bill then joined the U.S.
Air Force, where he became a navigator, then moved on to other
posts during his 23-year career.  While stationed at Keesler A.F.B.
in the early 60’s, he joined the aero club and took up flying lessons.
After earning his private pilot’s license, he eventually obtained his
IFR certification.  He flew many different types of recreational aircraft.
During his latter service years, he purchased his own plane, a twin-
engine Cessna, in which he took great pride, keeping it in immaculate
condition.

After retiring as a U.S.A.F. Major, Bill attended and graduated
from Colorado Technical College, earning a Batchelor of Science
degree in Electronic Engineering.  During his latter years, he enjoyed
working for the Harrison School Board in Colorado
Springs.

During his service years, he received the Bronze
Star, Defense Meritorious Medal, and the Meritorious
Service Medal, among others.  Bill was also a member of
numerous pilot associations.

Bill is survived by his wife Peggy of Colorado
Springs, his daughter Julie of Berthoud, Colorado, his
step-sons Steven, Mark, and Eric of Denver and
Charleston, S.C. respectively, three wonderful grand-
children, as well as his brother, Robert (SMA ’57).

Internment was at Fort Logan National Cemetery in
Denver.

Submitted by his brother, Robert C. Boecking, SMA ‘57

Charles F. “Chuck” Helmly, Jr., SMA ‘46

 Charles F. “Chuck” Helmly, Jr.,
83, passed away peacefully on
Wednesday, November 27, 2010, from
complications from pneumonia. At
his request, private services were
held on Saturday, November 29, 2010
at Woodlawn Park South Cemetery
in Kendall.

Chuck was a Miami native who attended Staunton Military
Academy in Virginia, where he was a star football player and
heavyweight boxer. After high school, he enlisted in the Army and
became a paratrooper and was part of the WWII occupation of
Japan.  Upon his return from overseas, he attended the University
of Florida where he majored in Business Administration and was a
member of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity.

After graduation, he joined the family furniture business
(Helmly’s Furniture) where he and his father expanded from three to
thirteen stores throughout the state of Florida. In 1975 he sold the
stores and decided to try his hand in the nursery business. He and
a partner purchased approximately 100 acres of land adjacent to the
Homestead Air Force Base and along with his son, Thomas, and his
daughter, Susan, built a very successful wholesale field tree farm.

Chuck was an avid hunter, fisherman, and conservationist,
and was a member of the Miami Beach Road & Reel Club, Florida
Conservation Association (FCA), Ducks Unlimited, and past
President of the Metropolitan South Florida Fishing Tournament
(MET). Chuck is survived by his beautiful bride of 60 years, Maria,
whom he cherished, and his son Charles Helmly, III (Dierdre) and
daughter Susan Helmly and was predeceased by his son Thomas
(Lisa). He also leaves behind four grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. The family would like to thank Swankridge Assisted
Living Facility for the love and care he received while a resident
there.

Published in The Miami Herald on
November 4, 2010

John Cleveland “J. C.” Lucy Jr.

John Cleveland Lucy, Jr., (J.C.) age 76, of Dolphin,
Va., passed away January 7, 2011. He graduated from
Staunton Military Academy in 1953 and attended RPI
(VCU) for two years. He also served for two years in

the U.S. Army. He was preceded in death by his parents, John
Cleveland Lucy and Murtis L. Lucy; a sister, Jane L. Rash; and a
brother-in-law, George Ashton Schermerhorn Jr.

He is survived by his wife, Carolyn Schermerhorn Lucy; two
children, John C. Lucy III, SMA ’76, (Boo) of Apex, N.C., and Dawn
Lucy LaPuasa (Hamid) of Blacksburg, Va.; four grandchildren, John
C. Lucy IV (Karla) of Portland, Ore., James Sawyer Lucy of Raleigh,
N.C., John Harrison LaPuasa (Devin) of Reston, Virginia and
Elizabeth Maria LaPuasa of Wilmington, N.C.; four sisters, Edith L.
Plummer of Boalsburg, Pa., Kathleen L. Tanner of South Hill, Va.,
Christine L. Tanner of LaCrosse, Va. Nancy L. Williams of Emporia,
Va.; two brothers, Emory H. Lucy (Virginia) of Brodnax, Va. and
Charles P. “Pat” Lucy (Mary) of Dolphin, Va.; two brothers-in-law,
Dr. Thomas J. Schermerhorn (Landora) of Atlanta, Ga. and L. Ryland
Rash of LaCrosse, Va.; and a sister-in-law, Helen S. Wood (Phin) of
Glen Allen, Va.

A visitation was held Sunday, January 9, 2011, and a memorial
service was conducted on Saturday, January 15, 2011. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Liberty Church, c/
o Jean Browder, 3827 Planters Road, Lawrenceville, Va. 23868;
Brunswick Volunteer Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 33, Lawrenceville, Va.
23868; or the Dolphin Volunteer Fire Dept., P.O. Box 67, Dolphin, Va.
23843.

Published in Richmond Times-Dispatch on January 9, 2011

Staunton Military Academy
2011 Reunion

Schedule of Events

Friday, April 29, 2011 (on former SMA campus)

 Reunion headquarters is at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel (SJH) in downtown Staunton. The Hospitality Room will
be located in the Augusta Room at the SJH and will be open both Friday and Saturday.  Come visit with friends
and classmates.  Refreshments will be available.

9:30 - 11:30 A.M.: SMAAA Board of Directors (SMA Mess Hall, VWIL room)
10:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.: SMA/VWIL Museum Open
11:00 A.M - 3:30 P.M.: Registration (SMA Mess Hall)
4:00 - 5:00P.M.: SMA/VWIL Parade

SMA Alumni will form up on the asphalt at 3:30P.M. to follow the VWIL Corp of Cadets onto Kable Field.

5:15 - 6:15 P.M.: Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside of the SMA/VWIL Museum)
6:15 - 6:30 P.M.: VWIL Howie Rifles Precision Drill Demonstration
6:30 - 9:00 P.M.: Reception and Dinner (SMA Mess Hall)

Saturday,  April 30, 2011 (at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel)

8:15 - 9:15 A.M.: Registration for those who have not yet registered (SJH Lobby)
9:00 - 11:00 A.M.: Annual Alumni Membership Meeting (SJH)
9:30 - 11:30 A.M.: Women’s Group “Get Together” for all wives/guests of Alumni.

This is a very informal get together during the time the alumni will be attending the annual meeting.  Refreshments
will be available.  (SJH)

11:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.: SMA/VWIL Museum Open

Free time for alumni and guests (to visit former classmates, shop, have lunch, etc.)

4:00 - 5:00 P.M.: Registration for those who have not yet registered (SJH Lobby)
5:30 - 6:30 P.M.: Banquet Reception (cash bar) (SJH)
6:30 - 9:30 P.M.: Alumni Banquet (SJH Banquet Room)
9:30 PM - ??: Nostalgia Time (SJH Augusta Room)

Sunday, May 1, 2011:  SMA-VWIL Museum
9:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M..: SMA/VWIL Museum Open
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In Memory Of…

Each issue of the Kablegram will recognize those individuals who have made contributions in memory of our
alumni or to honor our institutions.

In Memory of all of the cadets from the classes of 1946 and 1947 who have passed away, by Ed Mann, SMA ’46. 

Life as a cadet

The Steam Tunnels
by Greg Robertson ‘70

One of the stories that constantly circulated through the Corps, when I was a cadet was about steam tunnels under the
campus. The rumors of the extent of these tunnels at times placed them going all the way to Stuart Hall. During my junior year,
I decided to explore the tunnels and see where they went.

I had noticed during my travels around the campus several manhole covers in the area of Kable Hall and the back of the
Mess Hall. The one behind the Mess Hall was slightly hidden from view. I decided that was the best one to use as an entry
point.

One Saturday in late April, I decided to go into it and see where I could get to. My roommate, Don Windley, went with
me to help me get in. We removed the manhole cover, and I dropped down into it with my trusty little Army OD flashlight. Don
then closed the manhole cover and went on his way.

I started crawling down the tunnel. I remember it was dry and the steam wasn’t on because the outside temperature was
nice. It was cramped, and I remember thinking that I wouldn’t have wanted to be doing this when the steam was on. I was able
to make it to the manhole under the administration building before the tunnel got smaller and I could go no further. I pushed the
manhole cover up enough to see and looked around. I was under the stairs that led up to the Administration Building from the
Prospect Street side.

I pushed the manhole cover out of the way and climbed out. There was a door leading into Col. Moon’s office in the
basement. He was the assistant Headmaster and the Guidance counselor at the time. I guess that he didn’t think anyone would
come from that way because the door was unlocked. So, I replaced the manhole cover and just went into his office.

His files were all unlocked, so I just looked at some of the “Permanent records” of different people (You know the ones
that they said would follow you forever.). But for all of you worrying what I found - don’t. I remember very little now of what
was in them and nothing that the tabloids would be interested in.

I don’t remember how I got out of the office and then out of the building, but I did it without being discovered. I never told
Don or anyone else about being able to get into the office. So, that offense never went on my “Permanent Record”.

Editor’s note:  It’s on the record now, Greg!

Class of 61..Continued from page  5

At the Military Ball, the SMA Sweetheart was formed with
Lt. Col. Sweeting and his date, Miss Nancy Roebords, in the center.

SPOTLIGHT..........Class of ‘61

Steven Bond liked
leave, chemistry,

and sleeping.

Mike Byington
liked sleeping.

Claude Clemson liked
sleeping, anytime,

anywhere.

Charles Dickey liked
english and sleeping.

Ron Alonzo liked
leave and history.

Editor’s note:  There are many more
pictures from the class of ’61, but we

couldn’t run them all. Obviously,
sleeping was a big deal back then; what

do you like now?)

Robert “Stoney”
Jackson liked sleep,

vacations, and algebra.

Leland Ozawa liked
sleep, vacations, and

algebra.

David Rosen liked golf,
geometry, and listening

to records.

John Rosenberg was a
rare Alabama

Republican in 1961

Jean Pierre Rufin
was ALWAYS smiling.

George “Dick” Staunch
liked Stuart Hall and

trips to UVA.

Larry Steele
liked chemistry.

Peter G. G. Sweeting
liked socializing and trig.

He owns a tropical
resort today.
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

�  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
�  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

�  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa) �  Master Card �  Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Steven Bond and John Antonelli, class of ‘61

WE WANT YOU!!

See you at the reunion, April 29 and 30, 2011.

Continued on page 6

PHOTOS FROM THE CLASS OF 1961
(WILL YOU BE AT THE REUNION?)

(L-R) Captain Case, Staunch, Sweeting, Cotter, Jackson, Rufin

Howie Rifles present arms as President Eisenhower’s car
crossed the asphalt.

Commander: Lt. Col. Peter G. G. Sweeting

SPOTLIGHT..........Class of ‘61
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Briefly…
Information Needed for SMA History Project

Greg Robertson is currently working on “Chapter 12 – The Superintendents” of the History of SMA.
He is seeking information on the identity and background on the person who was Superintendent for the
1975 – 1976 school year. He is especially interested, if anyone has Kablegrams from that time period that
might have had an article about the Superintendent.

Anyone with information about this is asked to contact him at 575-313-0232 or via email at
smahistory@hotmail.com.

It’s Time to Register for the 2011 Reunion!
The dates are April 29, 30, and May 1 (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday).  The Reunion Headquarters is the

Stonewall Jackson Hotel.  The registration form is available online at the SMA Alumni Association website
(sma-alumni.org), and it can be found in this issue of the Kablegram.  Please fill out the form, and send it to
Arlene Nicely at the SMA Alumni Association, PO Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402.  (Don’t forget the check!)

Send us brief biographies for “where they are now”.
In this issue of the Kablegram, we have a short biography of one of our distinguished alumni, Peter

“Pat” Stark, SMA ’50.  Pat is featured in this issue’s “Where Are They Now”, courtesy of his friend, Alan
Rubinson, SMA ’51, who submitted the request.
We really need more bios!  The articles should be short, and pictures are always welcome.  Send your
article and photograph(s) to Kablegram@sma-alumni.org or by regular mail to SMA Alumni Association,
P.O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958.

Staunton Military Academy Legacy Fund Campaign

The Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association has proposed a Legacy Fund to establish a solid base
for the Alumni to carry out any and all endeavors the Alumni and VWIL will need for future years. The SMA
Alumni Board of Directors has been working hand to mouth these last years on what can be collected from
dues and donations from some of the alums. This has been insufficient to comfortably secure yearly operations.
We are a dwindling group and need to work with our partners at VWIL to raise money to build a secure future
for the Association and for VWIL and to carry the memory of Staunton Military Academy through the years.

Our goal is to collect a minimum of $500,000 by the end of 2011. This money will be invested in conservative
investments to make it grow and will be used for needs of both the Alumni Association and VWIL.

We have fond memories of ‘The Hill’, and I look forward to seeing our brothers from all the classes every
year. The place and the people have special meaning for me, and I believe that the friendships we made at
SMA are the best. My hope is that we can all work together to create a secure future for the legacy of Staunton
Military Academy.

I, along with the Board of Directors, will be in charge of this project. I will also be the first to donate $5000 to
the fund. I feel strongly that this is important for our Alumni Association’s successful future and for our partners
at VWIL. With everyone’s help, our goal can be realized.

We will be in touch by telephone with as many of you as possible. My request to each of you is to
encourage your fellow alumni to participate in this fund drive. Every donation matters and is appreciated. if we
could get 100 alums to give $5000 each or to get 100 small groups of alums to give $5000 each we can move
quickly to our goal. I will also put the last $5000 in; so as of right now, we are down to 98 individuals or groups.

Let’s make this happen.

Thank you for your consideration.

Bill Bissett, SMA ‘74

P.S. If AMA can do it so can we.

SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall
Plaque Nomination Policy and Procedure

Editor’s Note.  In response to several inquiries, the Kablegram is publishing the policy and procedure followed by the Memorial Wall
Committee, when evaluating candidates.  The evaluation criteria are precise; so if you wish to nominate someone, make sure all three
evaluation criteria are documented thoroughly.

1. Purpose. The purpose of this document is to outline the policy and procedures concerning the eligibility criteria, nomination and approval
process, and standards associated with the installation of individual memorial plaques on the Staunton Military Academy-Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership (SMA-VWIL) Memorial Wall.

2. Membership. The SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall will be managed by the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee which is comprised of the following
seven voting members:

Chairman (SMA Alumni Association (SMAAA) Board Member)
SMAAA Board Members (3)
Commandant, VWIL Program
VWIL Cadets, VWIL Program (1 Senior, 1 Junior)

Associate members may participate in the memorial plaque candidate nomination and information gathering aspects required to support this
process; however, only the seven committee members identified above may “vote” on the final top three selections.

3. Candidate Nominations. Each calendar year, the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee is responsible for nominating not more than three (3)
eligible candidates to the SMAAA Board of Directors for purchase and installation of memorial plaques on the Memorial Wall.

The SMA-VWIL Museum Committee will maintain a listing of eligible plaque candidates. This listing will be used for annual
nominations.
Nominations must be made in accordance with a schedule that permits the procurement and installation of the plaques to be completed
not less than two weeks prior to the annual SMA Alumni Reunion weekend. This includes development, review and approval of text.
Plaque candidates fitting the basic qualifying selection criteria outlined in paragraph 4 must be submitted for consideration for the
following calendar year to the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee by December 31.
The SMA-VWIL Museum Committee will maintain a historical listing of purchased memorial plaques.

4. Selection Criteria. All candidates must satisfy at least one of the basic qualifying selection criteria of having some connection to either the
Staunton Military Academy (SMA) or the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Program as defined by these three categories:

ALUMNUS (SMA or VWIL)
FACULTY/STAFF (SMA or VWIL)
FRIEND OF SMA/VWIL

5. Evaluation Criteria. The following criteria will be used in evaluating the list of candidates eligible to be honored with a memorial plaque
purchased by either the SMAAA or VWIL Program:

CONTRIBUTIONS
To school, community, state, country and/or humanity

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Degree individual achieved noteworthy success in chosen profession or in life

TRUTH, DUTY and HONOR
Degree to which individual exemplified core these values

A standard form/format be utilized by the Committee to facilitate the evaluation and ranking process of each candidate against the criteria
listed above.

6. Funding. Funding for individual memorial plaques will be provided as follows:
SMAAA – SMA candidates selected and approved will be funded by the SMAAA.
VWIL – VWIL candidates selected and approved will be funded by the VWIL Program (note – in some cases, the SMAAA may fund
all or partial cost of a VWIL candidate)
Private – Privately funded plaques may be nominated outside of the normal three plaques per year limit. However, the SMA-VWIL
Museum Committee is responsible for approving all privately funded memorial plaques. Privately funded plaque candidates must satisfy
the same basic selection criteria as outlined in paragraph 4; however, the satisfaction of the evaluation criteria outlined in paragraph 5
will not be as stringent.

7. Standardization. All SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall plaques will be of the same standard size, material and wording font.  A consistent standard
for form and fit of memorial plaques on the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall must be maintained. The standards specified for all individual
memorial wall plaques are:

Size: Width (horizontal) = 12 inches x Height (vertical) = 10 inches
Material: Bronze with black background; double border; star rosettes in each corner
Text: Raised letters; Font – Arial (or similar)
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True History of SMA
Continued from cover page
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SMAAA Cadet Store Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Products Being Ordered: Qty       Price
1. ______________________________________________ ___ $___________

2. ______________________________________________ ___ $___________

3. ______________________________________________ ___ $___________

4. ______________________________________________ ___ $___________

5. ______________________________________________ ___ $___________

Required Shipping and Handling Fees: ………………………………… ….. $___________

Total Order: $___________

Note: If more than five items, use a second order form to add the other items.

PAYMENT
�  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

�  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa) �  Master Card �  Visa

     Card Number: ___________________________________

     Expiration Date: ___________________________________

     Security Code: ___________________________________

      (CCV2 code on back of card)

TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  CHARGE: $_____________

Name: _____________________________________
(exactly as written on credit card)

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip: _____________

Mailing Address: (only if different from billing statement)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip: _____________

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Officer, passed away. By that time Helene K. Holland, his sister and 1/3 owner of the Academy, had also passed
away and her shares were being controlled by a Trust created by her will. The decision was made by the
shareholders to intensify the search for a buyer for the school.

The Alumni Association’s Board of Directors made a counter offer in September 1972, which the owners of
SMA declined and made a second offer. The amounts of these offers are unknown. The Alumni Association
declined that offer and broke off negotiations. In November of 1972, Layne Leoffler, SMA’40, who had heard of
the school’s financial plight, came before the Board of Directors to discuss purchasing the school. Mr. Leoffler
had made a fortune in Real Estate and Golf Course construction & ownership. He was willing to risk this fortune
to save SMA. He offered to purchase the school for $806,750 and continue to operate it as a military academy.
The Kables accepted his offer.  Leoffler set up the HIS Corporation as a non-profit entity to purchase and operate
the school. The HIS Corporation took possession in January 1973 and began controlling the operations of SMA.

Chapter 8 - The End of an Era, The Passing of A Dream
From the beginning, Leoffler had a huge task before him. SMA had lost a further $79,800 between June, 1972

and January, 1973. Enrollment was down to 288 cadets. Additionally, Leoffler had to make payments on the first
mortgage note that the Kables held. Leoffler had arranged for loans from two banks totaling over $750,000 to use
as operating capital and had to look to repaying those notes. He began making cuts where he could while trying
to raise the enrollment level. Even with his efforts, the school lost a total of $257,000 for the 1972-73 session.

There was a slight improvement in the enrollment level the next year with 308 cadets in attendance. Leoffler
had mothballed North Barracks to reduce costs and had begun reducing scholarships for athletics. The school
still lost $161,000 dollars in that year. The next session, 1974-75, saw a reduction of the Corps of Cadets to 238
and a loss of $252,000. Leoffler’s financial reserves were getting depleted and he was not able to make the yearly
payment to the Kables. The Kables filed for foreclosure and a public sale was scheduled for July 11, 1975.

To avert this sale and allow more time to try to keep the school alive, the
HIS corporation filed for Chapter XI Bankruptcy Protection on July 8, 1975.
The HIS Corporation listed $2,077,000 in total assets and $1,672,762.71 in
total liabilities. An Order Restraining Creditors and an Order Authorizing Debtor
to Operate were granted the same day. Leoffler had averted foreclosure and
sale and had bought SMA another year. On July 21, Mr. Leoffler offered up a
gift totaling $740,000 to the school as a part of the Bankruptcy Reorganization
Plan. The school opened for the 92nd
session in September, 1975 with 172
cadets. The Kables continued to
petition the court to remove the
Bankruptcy Protection and allow their
Foreclosure proceedings to move
forward. The Judge in the Case, H.
Clyde Pearson, denied all of these
requests.

Leoffler continued to try work out a new repayment plan with the
Kables to no avail. A plan was offered up by the Alumni Association to take
over the school and it’s debts but was not approved by the Creditors
Committee. Another plan to buy the school was offered up by J. Donald
Allen, SMA’50. As a part of this offer, he was willing to put up $1,000,000 of
his own money. This plan also was not approved by the Creditors
Committee. After the graduation of 1976 and the cadets had left for the
summer, Mr. Leoffler announced that the reorganization efforts had failed
and the school would not reopen for the 1976-77 session. The school
closed its doors as a separate education institution in Staunton on June 6,
1976. The last formal employee of the Academy was Robert Wease, the
much respected Government Instructor from 1956 through 1976.

Layne E. Leoffler Sr.
The last owner of SMA in Staunton

Robert Wease
The last employee of SMA in Staunton
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_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................. $10.00
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield) ..................... $15.00
_____ Gray: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidery on sleeve) .................................................. $20.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidery on sleeve) .............................................. $20.00
Sweatshirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Embroidered Gold Hat Shield) ..................... $30.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $30.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts: $35.00  M-3X

White with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield
Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield
Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)
Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy”

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
Gold w/fleece lining: Embroidered blue Hat Shield on Front
Navy Blue w/fleece lining: Embroidered blue Hat Shield on Front

_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover: ...... $35.00  M-3X
Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $10.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $8.00
_____ Mug: Gray w/South Barracks in blue ......................... $2.50
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $18.00
_____ Artist Sketch: 17X7 1/4:  South Barracks, Administration Building,

Mess Hall, Kable Hall, North Barracks ...................... $5.00
_____ Artist Sketch: 14X9:  Memorial Hall, Kable Hall, North Barracks

(Approach from Prospect Drive) ............................... $5.00
_____ License Plate Sign (White w/ “SMA ALUMNI” in blue) . $10.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................. $008.75

    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $010.95

    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $012.95

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 18.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

CADET STORE
Harry Bruckno

President, SMA Alumni Association

Fellow Old Boys,
 

When this issue of The Kablegram arrives and you read this
letter, the SMA Annual Reunion will be just over a month away.
And those of us on the Board of Directors are eager to see
everyone on the Hill again.

 As was reported to you in the last issue, I was elected
on November 16, 2010, to fill Harry Bruckno’s unexpired term.
I learned quickly that, even though we miss having Harry on
the board, the work goes on. There’s a lot of that occurs behind
the scenes prior to the reunion, and it’s especially important to
us that you enjoy your weekend back in Staunton — and feel
that the event is worth your time and expense.

 But – you won’t know unless you come. So if you
haven’t already, take a minute and register for the 2011 Reunion,
and come back to the Hill this spring and “Savor the memories
… perpetuate our legacy.” And call some of your old
roommates and classmates, and get them to come. I’ll bet
you’ll be glad you did.

 As those who have served as president of the SMA
Alumni Association before me know, we are privileged to lead
a board of directors and an alumni cadet corps that carries the
SMA legacy. That’s one of the reasons I will be dedicating a
significant portion of my time to the SMA Legacy Fund, which
is being established to perpetuate our SMA legacy and help
insure that, in cooperation with the growing number of VWIL
alumni, SMA will be remembered for a long time to come. You’ll
be hearing more about the Legacy fund at the reunion, and I
look forward to your feedback and discussion.
 
See you all in April!
 
Truth, Duty, Honor,
 
Bill Bissett ‘74
President, SMA Alumni Association and Foundation
 

P.S.  Please read the Legacy Fund letter in this issue.
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(L to R) Past Presdent, Harry Bruckno, ’62
and new President, Bill Bissett, ’74
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•  SMA Foundation Contribution: $___________

      Tax deductible donations are used to fund the Kablegram, SMA-VWIL Museum, reunions, related expenses.
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Chapter 7 - The End Begins
By the late 1960’s, the war in Vietnam was raging and the public’s viewpoint of the merits of military academy

schooling was waning. Much as wagon makers and buggy wing manufacturers had disappeared as the world
changed around them with the advent of automobiles, so was the world changing for America’s military academies.
Many military academies closed during this timeframe. SMA, while still ranked high in its educational and military
credentials, was ill equipped to cope with and survive these changes. (Note: During the research for this work,
the author discovered three similarities in the military academies that survived. Most were non-profit foundations,
most had an endowment to draw on, and most were associated with a church organization. SMA had none of
these essentials.)

In 1967, Eleanor E. (Kable) Whitehead passed away, ending the Trust established in William G. Kable’s will.
The shares of Stock in SMA held by the Trust were distributed to his children in
1968. William G. Kable II, Helene K. Holland, and Kable M. Young became equal
owners of the Academy. William G. Kable II continued to operate the Academy as
the Business Manager and then as Executive Officer of the Corporation. The
Academy, while being presumably profitable up to that point, had very little reserves
to draw on in the event of a downturn in enrollment. The last session that the school
saw a profit ($63,000) was 1969-70. In June of 1970, the cash reserves (retained
earnings) totaled $554,000. $130,000 was then
distributed to as dividends to the Kables
leaving $424,000 in reserve. At the end of the
1970-71 session, SMA showed a loss of
$98,000, $45,000 was distributed at that time
as dividends to the Kables leaving a reserve of
$281,000. The 1971-72 session fared no better,
with the school
losing $132,000.
No dividends

were paid that year. So going into the 1972-73
session, the school had $149,000 in reserve.
Also, the school had been seeing a declining
enrollment since its high of 650 in 1966 with
the Corps of Cadets numbering only 353 in the
1972-73 session.

In March of 1972, the Board of Directors of
SMA approached the Alumni Association and
offered to sell the Academy to them for
$2,000,000. The Alumni Association took the
offer under consideration and hired a company
to prepare a feasibility study. Then, in June of
1972, William G. Kable II, SMA’s Executive

Eleanor Kable Whitehead

William G. Kable II
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