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Bob Wease graduated from Lincolnton High School in North Carolina, and then served in the U.S. Air 
Force during the Korean Conflict from 1950 – 1953.  After his discharge from the Air Force, he earned 
his Bachelor of Arts degree from East Carolina University. Bob began his teaching career as Professor of 
Government at Staunton Military Academy (SMA) in 1956.  He taught at SMA until the school closed in 
1976, at which time he joined the faculty of Fishburne Military School (FMS) in Waynesboro, VA, as a 
government and English teacher, where he would remain until he retired in 2009.  

Colonel Wease held a variety of positions at Fishburne.  In addition to teaching, he was the chair of 
History Department, advisor to the National Honor Society, chair of Fishburne’s Ten-Year Self-Study, a 
member of the school’s Curriculum Committee, and the director of the school’s graduation ceremony.  

At Fishburne, because of his exemplary work in the classroom, Colonel Wease was designated as a 
Master Teacher.  He truly was a master teacher, who brought out the most in the students he taught.   

Colonel Wease instructed and inspired three generations of SMA and FMS cadets, many of whom have 
become leaders in government, public service, education, the armed forces, law, and the world of 
business.  Colonel Wease, the consummate teacher, always gave his best for fifty-three years, and during 
that time, he became one of the most respected educators in Virginia.  His students, first at Staunton 
Military Academy and then at Fishburne Military School, respected the thorough preparation they 
received for college in his government and English classes.  

The City of Staunton declared April 26, 2003, as Colonel Robert H. Wease Day commemorating  his 
contributions to education.  On April 3, 2004, the SMA Alumni Association presented Colonel Wease a 
framed front page of a special edition of Roll Call, the congressional newspaper, at the SMA/VWIL 
Reunion, and then Colonel Wease was the subject of a roast at the Reunion dinner.  On April 21, 2004, 
the Commonwealth of Virginia in a Senate Joint Resolution commended Colonel Wease for his 



achievements in education at SMA and FMS (See the Virginia Senate Joint Resolution below).  In 
addition to being a member of the SMA Hall of Fame, Colonel Wease was also honored by the SMA 
Alumni Association with a Living Legend Plaque on the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall.  Colonel Wease 
was the first recipient of the Stroehmann Award from Fishburne Military School.  This award was 
established by David L. Stroehmann, FMS ’51, to honor an FMS employee who has shown continuous 
outstanding service, attitude, and dedication to the advancement of the school. In addition, the FMS 
alumni honor and remember Colonel Wease at each of their annual reunions at the Wease Golf Classic. 

Colonel Wease's tradition of teaching excellence continues at Fishbune Military School through an 
Endowed Chair in Government and Economics named in honor of Colonel Wease.  Further, The Colonel 
Robert H. Wease Endowed Scholarship is awarded annually to an underclassman at FMS who 
demonstrates the qualities of scholarship, determination, discipline, and dignity.   
 
Colonel Wease enjoys retirement in Staunton with his wife Mary Alice, whom he wed in 1959, and 
together they remain active in the community and in alumni activities of both SMA and FMS. 
 

Zoominfo.com; June 2004 Kablegram  and fishburne.org.   Special Thanks to Colonel William Sedr, FMS; Mrs. 
Debbie Todd, FMS; and Mrs. and Mrs. K. Allyson (Wease) Watkins. Edits by Kelly McGavock, SMA’59 
 
Editor’s Note:  For an intimate story of a “second chance” for two SMA Cadets compliments of then-Major 
Weise, read the article in the June 2002 Kablegram entitled  Thank You, Major Wease! Things Could 
Have Turned Out Different. 
 
 
 
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 5012 
 Offered April 21, 2004 
 Commending Colonel Robert H. Wease. 
 
WHEREAS, Colonel Robert H. Wease, a veteran of service in the United States Air Force in Korea, 
 has for nearly 50 years devoted his energy and talent to educating young men at Staunton Military 
 Academy and Fishburne Military School; and 
 WHEREAS, a native of North Carolina, Robert Wease graduated from Lincolnton High School just 
 before the outbreak of the Korean Conflict, and from 1950 to 1953, he served with distinction in the 
 United States Air Force; and 
 WHEREAS, after the war, Colonel Wease earned his degree from East Carolina University and he 
 has since completed graduate work at Duke University, the College of William and Mary, and the 
 University of Virginia; and 
 WHEREAS, Colonel Wease began his teaching career at Staunton Military Academy in 1956, joining 
 the faculty of Fishburne Military School when the Staunton school closed its doors in 1976; and 
 WHEREAS, over his long and distinguished career, Colonel Robert H. Wease has taught and 
 inspired three generations of cadets at the two schools, many of whom have become leaders in business, 
 government, education, public service, and the military; and 
 WHEREAS, Colonel Wease has been cited repeatedly for his contributions to Staunton Military 
 Academy and Fishburne Military School, including the 1996 Stroehmann Award from Fishburne and the 
 1998 SMA Alumni Award from the former cadets at Staunton; and 
 WHEREAS, in honor of Colonel Wease's years of service, Fishburne Military School has established 
 an Endowed Chair in Government and Economics in his honor; now, therefore, be it 
 RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the General Assembly hereby 
 commend Colonel Robert H. Wease on his outstanding career as a master teacher at Staunton Military 
 Academy and Fishburne Military School; and, be it  



 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the Senate prepare a copy of this resolution for 
 presentation to Colonel Robert H. Wease as an expression of the General Assembly's admiration and 
 gratitude for his brilliant efforts on behalf of the young people of Virginia. 
 
https://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?042+ful+SJ5012ER+pdf 
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