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John Dean was born on October 14, 1938, in Akron, Ohio. He entered Staunton 

Military Academy as a sophomore in the fall of 1954, was on the varsity swim 

team for three years, and was in the Howie Rifles drill team as a junior and senior.  

He graduated from SMA in 1957 and attended Colgate University, 1957-59; 

College of Wooster, B.A., 1961; graduate study at American University, 1961-62; 

and Georgetown University, J.D., 1965.   

The John Dean of the 1960's has been described as a hardworking, ambitious man 

who strove always to please his boss. Louis B. Schwartz, professor of criminal law 

at the University of Pennsylvania and staff director of the law-reform commission, 

called him "bright, smooth, likable, very ambitious and very flexible.  He adapts.  

He was so perceptive about the legislative process that I urged him to write a book 

about it. He knew exactly how a bill could be hustled through and what the 

obstacles were.  I'd be glad for John to come to our law school and lecture on the 

legislative process."  



On the other hand, William McCulloch, a representative from Ohio who was 

Dean's boss on the Judiciary Committee (1966-67) said of him: "He was an able 

young man, but he was in a hell of a hurry."   

In 1967 he became Associate Director of the National Committee on Reform of 

Federal Criminal Laws, followed in 1969 by his assignment as Associate Deputy 

Attorney General, Department of Justice.  Then, in July 1970, he was offered the 

job as Counsel to the President. In Blind Ambition, Dean noted that he "became the 

White House collecting point for anti-war intelligence reports, and funneled 

information directly to the President during emergencies."  Gradually winning the 

acceptance of Ehrlichman and Haldeman, he eventually was involved in matters of 

increasing significance. With his intelligence-gathering experience at the Justice 

Department and knowledge of wiretapping, Dean was naturally included in the 

original meeting to plan the break-in and bugging of the Democrate National 

Committee Headquarters at the Watergate Hotel in Washington, D.C. by 

individuals connected to the White House.  Subsequent White House attempts to 

cover up the break-in and other illegal activities were revealed in congressional 

and law enforcement investigations whose scope was defined by Senator Howard 

Baker before a federal congressional committee in June 1973 as: "What did the 

president know and when did he know it?"  Key to answering those questions was 

John Dean, who eventually decided to cooperate with investigators and testify 

before Congress.  

Dean had been intimately involved with covert and illegal activities from the 

beginning.  According to testimony by Jeb Stuart Magruder who had been the 

deputy campaign manager for the Committee for Re-election of the President 

(CREEP), Dean and others had discussed various plans regarding the Watergate 

burglary with John Mitchell, who headed CREEP. Dean then assumed a central 

role in initial attempts to cover up the burglary.  In a July 20, 1972 conversation 

with Nixon, chief-of-staff H.R. Haldeman said that "Dean is watching it on an 

almost full-time basis and reporting to me and [assistant domestic affairs John 

Ehrlichman]. There's no one else in the White House that has any knowledge of 

what's going on there at all."  Dean attempted to involve the Central Intelligence 

Agency in the cover-up and was involved in pay-offs to the Watergate burglars for 

their silence.  But Dean became disturbed by the cover-up and, in a pivotal 

conversation on March 21, 1973, he told the president everything he knew about 

the cover-up which, Dean said, was "a cancer within the presidency." 

On April 23, 1973, as the scandal was beginning to break, three key White House 

staffers resigned and Dean was fired.  He testified before the Senate Select 



Committee on Presidential Activities in June, and although his testimony was 

detailed and potentially damaging, there was initially no corroboration for it.  That 

changed dramatically when another presidential aide revealed in July that White 

House telephone calls and conversations had been taped since 1971.  Nixon's 

refusal to comply with subpoenas for the tapes prompted a struggle of epic 

constitutional proportions between the executive and legislative branches, but the 

tapes were eventually surrendered, and their contents proved so damaging that the 

president ultimately resigned on August 14, 1974.  

Dean was sentenced to prison by Judge John Sirica on August 2, 1974, having 

pleaded guilty the previous October to conspiring to obstruct justice. While serving 

his sentence, Dean testified at the trial of John Ehrlichman, H. R. Haldeman, John 

Mitchell, Robert Mardian, and Kenneth Parkinson; all but Parkinson were 

convicted as key figures in the Watergate conspiracy. Then, on January 8, 1975, 

Judge Sirica reduced Dean's sentence to time already served. After his release from 

prison, Dean became a writer, an investment banker, and business executive. 

AWARDS: 

 

Mallory Medal; Constitutional Law award; Law Week award; American 

jurisprudence prizes for excellence in administering law and for excellence in 

legislation. 

CAREER: 

 

Hollabaugh & Jacobs, Washington, DC, law clerk, 1964; admitted to the Bar of the 

District of Columbia and the Bar of Virginia, 1965; Welch & Morgan, 

Washington, DC, associate, 1965; House of Representatives Judiciary Committee, 

Washington, DC, chief minority counsel, 1966-67; National Committee on Reform 

of Federal Criminal Laws, Washington, DC, associate director, 1967-69; 

Department of Justice, Washington, DC, associate deputy attorney general, 1969-

70; White House, Washington, DC, counsel to the president of the United States, 

1970-73; imprisoned September 3, 1974; right to practice law revoked by District 

of Columbia Court of Appeals, 1974; released from prison January 8, 1975; author, 

columnist, and commentator on contemporary politics, strong critic of Neo-

Conservativism and the Republican Party, and a registered Independent, 1975-. 



WRITINGS BY JOHN W. DEAN: 

Blind Ambition.  Note:  In 1979, CBS broadcast "Blind Ambition," a four-part, eight-hour composite 

of Dean's book; his wife's memoir, and portions of the White House tapes.  For the rights to their books, 

the Deans were paid $100,000. 

Lost Honor 

Without Conscience 

The Nixon Defense: What He Knew and When He Knew It. 

Unmasking Deep Throat 

The Rehnquist Choice:  The Untold Story of the Nixon Appointment That 

Redefined the Supreme Court 

Broken Government 

Pure Goldwater with Barry Goldwater, Jr. 

Warren G. Harding (The American Presidents) 

Worse Than Watergate:  The Secret Presidency of George W. Bush 

Conservatives without Conscience. 

Broken Government: How Republican Rule Destroyed the Legislative, Executive 

and Judicial Branches. 

Source:  Wikipedia; thefamouspeople.com/profiles/john-wesley-dean-iii-1898; and The 

Shrapnel 1956-57 (SMA Yearbook)  
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