
 
 

Floyd Macon “Chunk” Simmons, SMA ‘43 

                                                                                            

Floyd Macon Simmons was born on 25 April 1923 in Charlotte, NC.  Floyd was nicknamed “Chunk” as a 
baby by a nurse impressed with his size. His father was once football coach at Davidson College, and 
“Chunk” was a star athlete at Charlotte’s Central High School, scoring five touchdowns in a 1940 game 
against a strong Spartanburg team.  After graduation from Central High, he completed a post-graduate 
year at Staunton Military Academy (SMA) in 1943.  SMA track coach, Lou Onesty (another member of 
the SMA Hall of Fame) said that  “Chunk” was  “a hurdler unequaled in prep school competition, [who] 
also participates in the high and broad jumps, pole vault and javelin throw, and helps out in the dashes 
and relays – a track team in himself.” 

He also helped  the Virginia Champion SMA football team  by rolling up  the score with fantastic runs 
from the backfield.  In turn, “Chunk” was named to the All State football team in 1943. 

 After leaving SMA, Simmons  served as a member of the 10th Mountain Division in World War II and 
was awarded the Purple Heart and Battle Stars.   

He played football at UNC Chapel Hill following the war, but in the shadow of Charlie 
'Choo Choo' Justice.   

He was a two-time Olympic Bronze Medal Decathlete for the 1948 London Games and the 1952 Helsinki 
Games. The Gold Medalist both years was fellow American, Bob Mathias. “They gave us a thunderous 
ovation,” he told a reporter about the London  games, the first after WWII.  “We were quite aware of 
being Americans,” he later recalled. 

Handsome, dark-haired, athletic Floyd became a contract player at Universal-International where he 
appeared in a number of small roles in mid-1950's films, becoming friends with fellow contractee, Clint 
Eastwood.  But his best-known role was as Commander William "Bill" Harbison  in the 1958 20th-
Century Fox musical, "South Pacific," in which he was tenth-billed.  He so impressed producers that he 
was set to play opposite Elizabeth Taylor in "Cat On a Hot Tin Roof," but when the picture changed 
hands, the new director wanted Paul Newman. His final film appearance on the big screen was in United 
Artist's 1963 Nathaniel Hawthorne compilation, "Twice-Told Tales," as the ghost of Matthew Maulle. 

 



He lived for a time in Tahiti then switched careers and  became an accomplished artist and commercial 
photographer, settling in his hometown of Charlotte, NC.  In February 2004, he was selected along with 
three other Charlotte  natives (including the late Dale Earnhardt) as one of the first inductees into the 
Greater Charlotte Sports Hall of Fame. 

A great talker with impeccable manners and a playful spirit, “He had all these wonderful Hollywood  
stories,  but I think he always thought the acting thing was overrated,”  said architect Murray Whisnant, a 
friend.  “He was proudest of his athletic accomplishments.” 

In his 50s Simmons was married for a short time but had nochildren. 

Until his later years, when  knee and  hip problems slowed  him, he competed successfully in senior 
events and was a regular at the Dowd YMCA, as much for the conversation as the 
exercise. 

Simmons and Whisnant sometimes met for lunch.  Once, Simmons came in the Rheinland Haus 
restaurant dragging a leg, pretending he was handicapped. Another time, he picked up the desserts tray 
and went to a table of ladies pretending to serve them.  “What I loved about Chunk was his whacky sense 
of humor,” said Whisnant.  “'He was always sort of playful. He never lost that.” 

“Chunk” Simmons died 1 April 2008 , at the age of 84.  
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