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Danny Wilmer graduated from Parry McCluer High School in Buena Vista, VA, in 1965 and was a Post 
Graduate student who played end for the varsity football team at Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, 
VA, in 1966.  He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in geography and urban planning from East Carolina 
University in Greenville, NC, in 1972, having played tight end and linebacker there.  He received his 
master's degree in administration from Western New Mexico University in Silver City, NM, in 1975.  

Mr. Wilmer was head football and assistant baseball coach at North Pitt High School in Bethel, NC 
(1971–73); defensive coordinator at Western New Mexico University (1974); assistant football and 
basketball coach and head track and field coach at T. Wingate Andrews High School in High Point, NC 
(1975–78); head football coach at Stuarts Draft High School in Stuarts Draft, VA (1979); assistant 
football coach at James Madison University (1980–83), serving as offensive coordinator in 1982–83. 
Wilmer went to James Madison after an outstanding career as a high school coach and after playing a 
season of professional football at middle linebacker with the Edmonton Eskimos of the Canadian Football 
League.   He was assistant football coach at the University of Virginia (1984–1995) serving as offensive 
tackles and tight ends coach his first two seasons before coaching the defensive line from 1986 to 1991 
[for College Football Hall of Fame Head Coach George Welsh] . He switched back to being offensive 
tackles and tight ends coach in 1992. "We run a very diversified, pro-style offense, and we ask a lot out of 
[our tight ends]," said Wilmer. "We ask them to spread out and block and call out any hot reads or 
coverage reads that the wide receivers have to know. They must also be able to recognize a zone block 
from a gap block to a draw block, and they must work closely with the [offensive] tackles in order to 
make the offense go."  

“In the end,” according to Wilmer, “what almost all tight ends want most is to catch the football. Their 
role as blockers goes far too unnoticed, and the glory still remains in the possibility of making a big catch 
for a first down or the game-winning touchdown grab.”  Harking back to his days as a player at East 
Carolina University, Wilmer remembers he too sought the possible fame associated with making the big 
play.  



Wilmer had various coaching responsibilities in 1984 as offensive tackles and tight ends coach at UVA, 
coaching three former Cavalier first-team All-Americans, including offensive tackle Jim Dombrowski, 
and defensive ends Ray Savage and Chris Slade.  He took on the responsibility of recruiting coordinator in 
1995 and continued to coach the tight ends. 

Luckily, coach Wilmer understands he benefits the Virginia program most when he tackles both his 
recruiting and coaching responsibilities with an equal amount of energy and fervor. It is this control he 
hopes [in 2000] to instill in UVa's tight ends as they look to retain a proper perspective towards their role 
on the field.  

"I would like to spend more time just on football during the week and with our kids here, but I have also 
got the freshmen coming in that I have to take care of," said Wilmer. "I make the analogy it is like having 
a big box of marbles and you want to keep them all, but they keep falling out. [Balancing the two 
positions] is hard, but it is not impossible."  

From www.Virginiasports.com.   

“Jimmy Prince, the coach at Ocean Lakes High School in Virginia Beach [in 2008], saw the Cavaliers try 
and recruit two of his players – quarterback Marcus Davis and wide receiver Randall Dunn – before both 
committed to Virginia Tech. 

“Tech signed 20 players from [the State of] Virginia, or 21 if you count Delaware-bred defensive end 
Leon Mackey, who is spending his senior year at Hargrave Military Academy.  What does it say when 
[the University of] Virginia gets three? 

“During the season, Groh [UVa Head Coach] is constantly harping on a no-excuses mentality.  Why can’t 
there be a no-excuses approach to recruiting?  
 
“They say that George Welsh changed the face of University of Virginia football, but Danny Wilmer 
changed the face of University of Virginia football recruiting. He said, ‘I’m not going to let these guys 
leave the state and go to North Carolina and Clemson. We’re going to beat ‘em.’ 

“That’s what he did. He went into the middle of the state and found guys that nobody was looking at. 
Before he ever went to Virginia, he got Charles Haley. He was relentless,” [said Prince]. 

“Before going to Ocean Lakes, Prince worked at James Madison at a time when ex-Cavalier assistant 
Danny Wilmer was on the Dukes’ staff.  Wilmer later recruited some of the best players ever to come 
through the UVa program but was not retained [in 2000] when Groh replaced George Welsh. 

“And, where is Wilmer now [February 2008] He’s still employed by UVa in community relations.  

“‘He could go out there tomorrow and not miss a beat,’ Prince said.” 

From:   Roanoke Times (Roanoke.com) Thursday, February 07, 2008 
No excuses-mentality needs to extend to recruiting -- Get a recruiter for D-coordinator By Doug Doughty.   
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