
 

David Allen “Tex” Lloyd, SMA ’55 
(1936 – 2014) 

 

“Tex” Lloyd was born on November 9, 1936, in Sapulpa, OK, to Ray A. Lloyd and Vivian K. Simms and 
entered Staunton Military Academy (SMA)  as a senior in the fall of 1954  from Gladewater, TX.  He was 
a formidable fullback on the Hilltoppers’ varsity football team and also put the shot on the track team -- 
over 50 feet.  After graduating from SMA in 1955, he started his college career at Texas Tech, then 
transferred to the University of Georgia where he lettered in football in 1957-58.  He was drafted in the 
fourth round of the 1959 NFL Draft and signed with the Cleveland Browns while still in college. He 
explained that it was a hard decision to leave the University of Georgia.  "I was pleased with Georgia, and 
I liked it very much in Athens.  I gave Georgia the best I had, and they did the same for me.  My reason 
can be summed up briefly.  A wife and three children to support."  He went on to have a great 12-year 
pro-football career.   He played linebacker for the Cleveland Browns (1959 – 61), the Detroit Lions 
(1962), and the Philadelphia Eagles (1963 – 70) [one of the oldest living players in 1970].  He also played 
in the 1970 Pro Bowl earning the All Stars Special Golden Helmet Award. 

After retiring from football, he owned and operated Action Construction Co. in Longview for many years, 
later moving to Gladewater where he was a past member of the Gladewater Chamber of Commerce, a 
promoter of the Gladewater Community and a member of the Football Letterman’s Club, contributing to 
the NFL Alumni Charity Golf Classic Series Petrolelm and Oil Tournaments over the years. In addition, 
he was a member of the Gladewater Lions Club, a member of the Gladewater Hunting and Fishing Club 
and a former member Gladewater Country Club.  

David Allen Lloyd died on August 9, 2014, in Gladewater, TX, at 77 years old, a lifetime member of the 
First Baptist Church of Gladewater. 
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