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Nicelys named SMA Living Legends

Arlene and Brocky Nicely (forefront with VWIL Commandant Brig. Gen. Terry Djuric at left) accept their SMA Living Legends plaque at
the SMA Reunion Annual Banquet. Members of the SMAAF board in background from left: Tony Shipula, David Shipula, Jack Dalbo, Tom
Phillips, Peter Birckhead, Bill Bissett, Ed Smith, Al Rossy, Gene Ehmann and Joe Frank.

Recognizing their decades of dedication and service to the SMA Old Boys, the Board of Directors of the SMA Alumni Foun-
dation voted to conferred SMA Living Legend status to Arlene and Brocky Nicely SMA ’65.

The “Living Legend” title refers to special awards and plaques given by the SMA Alumni Foundation to legendary, long-serv-
ing faculty and staft members and highly revered alumni.

SMAAF President David Shipula SMA 73 presented a plaque in recognition of this award to the Nicelys at the Saturday

banquet held during the SMA reunion in April Here is the wording:
In Grateful Recognition of
Brocky (SMA ’65) and Arlene (Honorary Sergeant Major) Nicely

Gen. Djuric “Musters Out” as VWIL Commandant

After 13 years of service, Retired Air
Force Brig. Gen. Terry Djuric is retiring this
year from Mary Baldwin University as the
Commandant of the Virginia Women’s In-
stitute for Leadership (VWIL) and Senior
Advisor to the President.

Gen. Djuric joined MBU in 2013 as
VWILs second commandant following a
distinguished 30-year military career where
she retired as the deputy director in the
Space Intelligence Office at the Pentagon.

“For more than a decade, our alumni
organization has enjoyed a wonderful rela-
tionship with Gen. Djuric,” said David Ship-
ula, SMA Alumni Foundation president.
“From scholarships to reunions, Terry has been of invaluable help to our foundation’s suc-
cess. The Old Boys will miss her presence and involvement in our activities, and we wish
her all the best as she and her family go on to the next phase of their lives”

Brig. Gen. Terry Djuric, USAF Retired

Continued on page 4

A1-

Continued on page 3

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Living Legends .........cccccoevenreenne 1,3
GEN. DJUIMIC...rverrrereeeereeerssenenes 14
Reflections .........ocveveveeneeeerneeinnees 2
SMATHDULE ....oooevveree s 3
Scholarship Program.................. 5-6
TDH 73

Reunion Photo Gallery........... 10-21
Brick order form.........c.ccoovevenne. 22
2027 Raffle ....ooovveveeereeeseriseis
VWIL gallery ......cocovveerererneenne.
TAPS ..ot
Cadet Store .........ccoveveveeeerrirnns
Dues/Initiatives
© Copyright 2026
Staunton Military Academy
Alumni Foundation Inc.




BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President.......ccococeuvevcuerncncunnnce David Shipula, SMA *73
Vice President ......c..coecveuvecuneunnce Mark Orr, SMA 73
Secretary Tim Scheel, SMA 73
Treasurer ....oeeeeeeeeeeerereene. Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73
COMMITTEES
ALUMNI RELATIONS
FINANCE
Eugene Ehmann SMA 74 ..., Chairman

SMA FOUNDATION LEGACY FUND
Peter Birckhead SMA *73.......cccovvveveeeverennnne. Chairman

SMA SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Burdette Holmes, SMA "62.......cccoeevveeruenne. Chairman
Edmund Leigh, SMA 74 .......cccovevinininerncnnn. Member
REUNION
Peter Birckhead SMA 73 ....ccoovvvvvvveeerinnnee Chairman
*Jay Nedry, SMA ‘69 ....c.oveunrmrecrnirrecrnerreennenns Member
*Kevin Gorman, SMA 70 .....oovvevereeeereennns Member

SMA-VWIL MUSEUM/MEMORIAL WALL

*Brocky Nicely, SMA ‘65 .......oveuvevererreeererrennne Curator
Tom Phillips'74 ......ccovvuenee. ... Chairman
Mark J. Orr, SMA 73 ..oouoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenenens Member
Edmund A. Smith SMA 76 ....ccccovvvverreenennee. Member
William K. Bissett, SMA 74 ....coooeeeeeeevereenne. Member
SMA HISTORIAN
*Gregory P. Robertson, SMA ’70........cc..... Historian
KABLEGRAM - LEADER

George Mastroianni SMA 73 ........ccoceevevevcrrennee Editor
kablegram@sma-alumni.org

WEBSITE
Mark J. Orr, SMA 73 .o Webmaster
*Gregory P. Robertson, SMA ‘70

AT LARGE
Dominic (Jack) Dalbo........cccceerererereerrenennen. SMA ’68
Joseph Frank .......cccoeccvevevcenenencineeencnccenennne SMA ‘68
ALROSSY oot sessene SMA 74
Anthony “Tony” Shipula .......cccceeveeverreerncnnee. SMA 74

SMA ALUMNI OFFICE
*Arlene Nicely.....cocveencureeenernenee SMA Office Manager
* VIP (non voting board member)
RAFFLE MANAGER

ALROSSY ooerrnrrermrnerecnieienaeeseaessesseasensssesessenne SMA 74

© Copyright 2026 — SMA Alumni Foundation Inc.

Reflections from the Hill

Another all-class reunion has come
and gone! The 2026 reunion marked fifty
years since a cadet retrieved mail from the
North Barracks post office, fired a round at
the rifle range in Kable Hall, attended class
in Memorial Hall, or ate a steamed hot dog
at the canteen as the South Barracks sally
port and every other door on the hill closed
as The Staunton Military Academy. The
Class of 76 celebrated their fiftieth reunion
along with class of 71 their fifty-fifth, class
of ‘66 their sixtieth and the class of ‘61 their
sixty-fifth reunion. Seventy-eight alumni were in attendance and counting guests the turnout
for the banquet was nearly 140. This year’s reunion was a resounding success.

The SMAAF Board of Directors held our annual meeting Friday morning April 10th. The
Board continues to strive towards a completed digitized museum. We approved an RFP to go
out for much of the final work required. Thank you, Mark Orr, for gathering and coordinating
the RFP package.

Friday afternoon the VWIL Howie Rifles and the PEARLS unarmed drill team performed
followed by the Memorial Wall Ceremony. Three Memorial plaques were dedicated at the cere-
mony. Dedicators included Harvie Martin SMA74 for Walter “Chick” Crawford, beloved Mess
Hall employee and Manager. Colonel Melissa Patrick spoke for Captain William Green, one of
the original Army “Buffalo Soldiers” His heroic actions as a Company Commander in WWI
earned him the Distinguished Service Cross and the Silver Star for Valor. Gene Ehmann, SMA
’74 spoke for Warren Hutton, SMA ’74, who had a successful career in law , business and as a
leader in community activities. Warren served on the SMAAF Board for years and was always
available for legal advice.

Following the Memorial Wall Ceremony all gathered in the Mary Baldwin Hunt Cafeteria
for a wonderful BBQ. Everyone seemed to enjoy exchanging stories, and the food was excel-
lent. There was a scheduling conflict with the Mess Hall, so the BBQ was held in Hunt Hall
for the first time. Special thanks to General Djuric for finding an alternative venue. As always,
even before the General informed us of the conflict, she had the problem solved. The BBQ was
followed by music and dancing at the Elks Club. Music was provided by Jay Nedry SMA69 and
the Road Ducks.

Saturday morning our annual membership meeting was held in Hunt Hall. Saturday
evening our banquet was held at the Hotel 24 South (formerly the Stonewall Jackson Hotel).
Speakers were Jay Nedry SMA ’69 and Brigadier General Terry Djuric, Commandant of VWIL.

As the SMA Alumni Foundation takes strategic steps forward, we will strive to carefully
and responsibly manage all our resources. The SMAAF finance committee has allowed us to
realize exceptional results with our investments, the majority of which are safe in staggered
CDs with good rates. In doing so our hope is to propel TRUTH,DUTY,HONOR into the future
and help as many young individuals reach their full potential as possible.

Concerning future reunions, we already have dates reserved for the next three years. The
SMA Alumni Foundation will continue to plan reunions as long as there are Old Boys eager
to reunite. There continue to be a number of attendees ready to return next year: certainly a
positive sign for future reunions.

Finally, I would like to thank the entire SMAAF Board of Directors, Brocky and Arlene
Nicely, and General Djuric. A special thank you to Tom Phillips *74, George Mastroianni 73,
Burdette Holmes ’62 and General Djuric, VWIL Commandant for helping make sure we can
produce a quality Kablegram. Tom Phillips prepares all information and photos for the TAPS
section as we receive notification from Alumni family members. Tom also provides many ar-
ticles for each issue. Burdette Holmes has been an enormous help organizing and resizing
photos, which makes my job of inserting captions easy. General Djuric provides photos and
captions for a VWIL section. George Mastroiannis final review and attention to detail as Edi-
tor assures an exceptional Kablegram. Last of all thank you to reunion chairman Peter Birck-
head for making sure all aspects of the reunion were in place.

TRUTH,DUTY,HONOR

David A. Shipula SMA ‘73

President, SMA Alumni Foundation
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Nicelys named SMA Living Legends con.

For decades of steadfast dedication to the Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation and to the brotherhood of SMA
Old Boys. Through their tireless service, generous spirit, and unwavering commitment to preserving the legacy of Staunton Mil-
itary Academy, Brocky and Arlene have strengthened the bonds of fellowship shared by generations of cadets. Their leadership,
kindness, and devotion reflect the enduring values of Truth, Duty, and Honor and inspire all who cherish SMA.

With deepest appreciation from the SMA Alumni Foundation and the Old Boys.

David Shipula
President, SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Directors
April 11, 2026

And here is the email letter Arlene sent to the board in appreciation:

I want to thank each and every one of you for the plaque presented to Brocky and I during the Banquet. We are so humbled
by the words that were written and want you all to know how much we appreciate not only those words but you who wrote them.
This has been a family for me and a labor of love for Brocky and I. I don’t know what the future will bring but something I do
know is that you all have been so supportive in every aspect of our lives.

These 24 years have never been a job to me ... but a small part of helping to preserve a part of history that was so much a part
of who Brocky is. This is the place where lasting friendships were made for it is not the buildings that made SMA great, it was
those (faculty, staff, and cadets) who entered these gates and went out into the world knowing that Truth, Duty, Honor were not
just words.

You all are special to me...my SMA Family!
May God Bless you all!!!
Arlene and Brocky

A permanent brass plaque is being prepared and will be posted on the wall outside the SMA-VWIL museum.

“Arlene and Brocky are SMA treasures,” said Mr. Shipula. “We have been so blessed to have Arlene serve as our office man-
ager and Brocky working as our museum curator for all these years”

A Tribute to SMA

Brig. Gen Jeffrey G. Smith SMA °72 - U.S. Army (Retired) and retired Deputy Superintendent for Academics
and Dean of the Faculty at the Virginia Military Institute, his college alma mater, had hoped to attend the
SMA All Class Reunion in April. Unfortunately, he was unable to make it due to a health issue. He did send,
David Shipula SMA °73 and President of the SMA Alumni Foundation, a note, part of which is excerpted
below.

It is worth reading.

Gen. Smith “... Meanwhile, I am overcome with emotions — memories that have been foundation-

al, set in SMA where hundreds of boys grew up in the presence of one another, outside

the range of parents, minimal supervision, and old sergeants who refused to fade away. I
spent most of my time doing penalty tours, as a consequence of Dave and the “chain of command,” every tour
earned. But it was also magical, in the way that The Lawrenceville Stories by Owen Johnson, which I had read
as a youth. When I read the tales, I always imagined myself as one of the heroes. At SMA, I learned otherwise,
that growing up is never automatic or conferred by way of special talent, but rather the rite of passage, as ele-
mental to existence as gravity.

Cadet Smith

“Enjoy the weekend, enjoy the tales.”



Gen. Djuric “Musters Out” as VWIL Commandant cont.

Several years ago, SMA alumni bestowed the “Honorary Old Boy” title to Gen. Djuric in recognition of her “unwavering
support of VWIL and her dedication to preserving the SMA legacy on “The Hill”

In recognition of her achievements, Gen. Djuric recently was awarded Mary Baldwin’s Algernon Sydney Sullivan Student
Award for her leadership, mentorship, and commitment to service. Djuric was recognized for her transformational leadership,
her mentorship of cadets, and her role in expanding VWILs national reputation and leadership initiatives.

The university also issued a resolution honoring the general’s service, which includes a quote from SMAAF President Ship-
ula. Here is the resolution:

WHEREAS, since her appointment in 2013, General Terry Djuric has served Mary Baldwin University with extraordinary
distinction as the commandant of cadets for the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) and as senior advisor to the
president; and

WHEREAS, President Todd Telemeco states: “Gen. Djuric has gone above and beyond dedicating her leadership skills and
tireless energy to the success of the university and its students over the past 13 years. She has expanded VWILs national reputation,
created its successful Citizen Leader Program, and guided cadets to remarkable achievements including record-setting commission-
ing classes and strong outcomes across military and civilian careers”; and

WHEREAS, with expertise from a distinguished 30-year career in the U. S. Air Force, she has played an integral role in univer-
sity leadership beyond VWIL, serving on executive and strategic planning teams and contributing to university operations, emer-
gency management, safety initiatives, and campus facilities; and

WHEREAS, Gen. Djuric has been a steadfast advocate for Mary Baldwin in the Commonwealth and beyond, advancing educa-
tional partnerships, ROTC relationships, and legislative support to build program funding and student pathways; and

WHEREAS, Trustee David Shipula, Staunton Military Academy 73, states: “The Staunton Military Academy Alumni Founda-
tion recognizes with gratitude Brigadier General Djuric’s astounding ability to recognize the potential of every cadet. Her partner-
ship with our organization has guided our scholarship support in a direction which has allowed a multitude of cadets to flourish and
benefit from the VWIL experience. General Djuric has led with clarity, compassion, and a deep respect for the young women who
are becoming our nation’s next leaders”; and

WHEREAS, she has fostered a culture of honor, integrity, and service, ensuring that graduates are prepared to lead with confi-
dence and character; and

WHEREAS, Isabel Basilis *24 states: “As both a former cadet and now VWIL director of operations, I have had the unique priv-
ilege of witnessing her impact from two perspectives. She not only builds leaders — she changes lives. Her passion for this program
comes from the people within it, and that passion leaves a lasting mark on every single cadet who walks through VWIL. General
Djuric’s legacy is not only in what she has accomplished, but in the countless lives she has shaped, inspired, and uplifted along the
way’; and

WHEREAS, particular points of pride during her tenure include recruiting over 600 undergraduates, increasing cadet retention,
mentoring over 500 cadets and alumni, commissioning 99 graduates into the military, teaching seven academic courses, and raising
$10.9 million in grants, scholarships, and sales; and

WHEREAS, graduating senior and VWIL Class Congress Chair Nyjiea Freeman states: “General Djuric is someone I greatly
admire. She has always been supportive, makes everyone feel welcomed and valued, and continues to be a constant source of en-
couragement and motivation”; and

WHEREAS, current sophomore and VWIL Flag Corps DCIC Emilia Bonilla states: “Coming to MBU from a different state
without a large family support system, Gen. Djuric always made sure I was okay mentally, offered assistance whenever I needed it,
and reminded me that I was never alone. What makes her so special is that she does not just do this for me. She takes the time to
personally learn about each and every cadet, build genuine bonds with :
us, and support our dreams no matter how big they are;” and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trust-
ees shall enter this resolution into the official minutes as a lasting ex-
pression of the university’s respect and gratitude; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mary Baldwin University, to-
gether with current cadets and the VWIL Alumni Chapter, names Gen.
Djuric an honorary alumna of the Virginia Women'’ Institute for Lead-
ership to celebrate her many contributions and unwavering commit-
ment to the program and to VWIL cadets.




LEGAGY SGHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 2026

STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY ALUMNI FOUNDATION
LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM FOR 2026

WHAT IS IT?
A scholarship program intended to perpetuate the legacy of Staunton Military Academy (SMA). SMA
was a special place for many young men from 1884 until it closed in 1976. Through this scholarship pro-
gram, the alumni of SMA hope to preserve the memory of our school and what it has meant to all of us by
helping young people who share the values and ideals for which SMA stood.

WHAT ARE THE TERMS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP?
Two Legacy Scholarships with a minimum value of $5,000 each will be awarded annually. No exten-
sions of the scholarship are authorized. Scholarship selections will be based on merit, and applicants will
be evaluated on a whole-person basis, including evidence of commitment to the values “Truth-Du-
ty-Honor,” which is especially important to us. Application deadline is 1 July each year.

WHO MAY APPLY?

Only descendants of SMA alumni who are graduating high-school seniors and who have acceptance at a
two- or four-year college may apply. There is no requirement for students to attend a military college or
to enroll in ROTC. In fact, the only exclusions from participation are descendants planning to attend the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, the Naval Academy, the Air Force Academy, or the Coast Guard
Academy.

HOW CAN A STUDENT APPLY?
SMA descendants who desire to apply for one of the Legacy Scholarships must submit his or her appli-
cation in an email containing all elements shown below. That application, with all required attachments,
must be sent to the SMA Alumni Foundation Office at smaalumni@outlook.com not later than 1 July of
the year of graduation.



LEGAGY SGHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 2026 con.

The following information must be included in the body of the emailed applica-
tions unless otherwise indicated below with an asterisk:

e First, middle, and last name of the applicant
Full Mailing Address

e Email Address (If an applicant has an EDU email address from his or her prospective college, that
email address should be included as an alternate email address.)

e Phone number (including area code)

e The name of the SMA Cadet from whom the applicant is descended, the year he left SMA, and the
applicant’s relationship to that SMA Cadet.

Cover Letter: Formally request an SMA Legacy Scholarship and provide information regarding your
plans for the future. Describe what the words “Truth, Duty, and Honor,” mean to you, and indicate how
those words have been applicable in your personal relationships. Include your academic/extracurricular
activities both inside and outside school.

One of the following essays must be attached to the email application:

e Essay One: Describe a circumstance, obstacle or conflict in your life, and the skills and resources
you used to resolve it. Did it change you? If so, how? Indicate how truth, duty and honor were
involved.

e Essay Two: Considering your lifetime goals, discuss how your current academic and extracurric-
ular activities might help you achieve those goals. Include how truth, duty and honor were in-
volved.

*The following external documents must be attached to your application or otherwise provided to
the SMA Foundation as indicated:

e A letter of recommendation from a member of the faculty (a teacher, for example) of the ap-
plicant’s high school. As required by the applicant’s school, this document may either be
attached to the applicant’s email or emailed not later than 1 July by the school directly to the
Foundation Office at smaalumni@outlook.com.

e Aletter of recommendation from one adult outside of the school.

e A copy of the letter of acceptance to a two- or four-year college.

e A copy of the applicant’s transcripts through grade 12. (Transcripts may be either attached to
the applicant’s email or, if necessary, emailed by a school official by 1 July.

e Scores: SAT (total) and/or ACT (Any score listed must be documented in the applicant’s tran-
script or provided by a separate attached document originated by the testing activity, or a screen
shot from the student’s account on the SAT/ACT website.)

Additional Information: When an applicant is selected for a Scholarship, a personal photograph and
short biography must be received by the Committee before monies can be dispersed. We will request
these items at the time the applicant is notified of his or her award.

-6-



Description:

The SMA Class of 1973 TDH Legacy Scholarship was estab-
lished in 2023 through generous contributions from members of
the SMA Class of 1973 and others as part of their 50th anniver-
sary since graduating from the academy. This $2,000 educational
scholarship from the Class of '73 is awarded to a deserving Virgin-
ia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) cadet each year and
will be re-awarded to the same VWIL cadet each succeeding year,
for a maximum of four undergraduate years. The first scholarship
was awarded during the 50th reunion of the Class of 73 in April
of 2023.

The endowed fund will provide scholarship support for an in-
coming first year VWIL cadet with financial need and whose high  Cadet Jada Torez receives $2,000 scholarship check from
school grade point average (GPA) is a minimum of 3.0. Further- (L-R) Peter Birckhead, Mark Orr, Tim Scheel, George
more, to reflect the character traits instilled upon the donors from Mastroianni, and David Shipula
the Class of 1973, recipients should also exhibit characteristics
such as perseverance, commitment to learning and scholarship,
sincerity, honesty, leadership and service. It is the hope of the SMA Class of 1973 that the memory, legacy and core
values of “Truth, Duty and Honor” will live on through the generations of young VWIL cadets who receive this schol-
arship. The Commandant of the VWIL Program, or his/her designee, will make the awardee selection.

The following paragraphs provide brief updates of the first two VWIL cadets that have received the SMA Class of
1973 TDH Legacy Scholarship. We are extremely proud of both Jada and Ashley for the high bar both have established
as the first two recipients of this scholarship and wish them well in both their academic pursuits and future military
careers. BRAVO ZULU!!!

Thank you to everyone that contributed to help establish this endowed scholarship for VWIL.

August 2023 - May 2024: Cadet Jada Torez
(Hometown: Grand Prairie, TX)
Cadet Jada Torez received the first SMA Class of 1973 TDH Legacy Scholarship as VWILs
top performing first-year cadet. Cadet Torez is from Mansfield, Texas (between Dallas and
Fort Worth). Cadet Torez is on track to complete her Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree with a
major in Criminal Justice and a minor in Homeland Security while simultaneously serving as
VWIL 1st Captain (2025-26) and as a member of the MBU Cross Country team.
In January of 2024, Cadet Torez made the MBU Dean’s Honor List and also received an Air
Force ROTC scholarship for her last two years at MBU & VWIL; she will be commissioned as
a Second Lieutenant (O-1) this May 2026. Cadet Torez is serving as the VWIL First Captain
this year and is also being recognized for her exemplary performance with the award of the
= Kable Legion of Honor. The Kable Legion of Honor is presented to the cadet who has been
most conspicuous for leadership, good conduct, academic excellence, integrity of character,
B . . poise and bearing, unselfishness, and continuous loyalty to the highest standards of Truth,
Duty, Honor and an exemplary cadet life. As a result of receiving the Air Force ROTC schol-
arship, Cadet Torez forfeited the SMA Class of 73 TDH Legacy scholarship during her last two years at MBU/VWIL and
it was then awarded to a new incoming VWIL cadet.
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August 2024 - May 2026: Cadet Ashley Bennett
(Hometown: Hampton, SC)

Cadet Corporal Ashley Bennett is the second recipient of the SMA Class of 1973 TDH
Legacy Scholarship. Cadet Bennett is pursuing a Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree with a major
in Special Education and a minor in Chemistry. She has made the VWIL Commandants
List and serves as the VWIL S5/Academics Officer and Peer Advisor. She also supports the
VWIL Program as an Administrative Assistant. Cadet Bennett also supports her college ex-
penses as part of an MBU work study program. Outside of academics, Cadet Bennett serves
on the MBU Student Government as a VWIL representative and is also on the MBU Cross
Country team.

Cadet Bennett was recently selected for the very competitive Navy ROTC Marine Corps
Option scholarship beginning next academic year (2026-2027). As a result of receiving the
. Navy ROTC scholarship, Cadet Bennett forfeits the SMA Class of 73 TDH Legacy scholar-
- ship during her last two years at MBU/VWIL and it will now be awarded to a new incoming
VWIL cadet.

%

August 2026 - May 2027: Cadet Jaliyah Turner

(Hometown: Great Mill, MD)

The third recipient of the SMA Class of 1973 TDH Legacy Scholarship was awarded
to incoming VWIL Class of 2030 freshman Jaliyah Turner at the SMA-VWIL parade
during the SMA 2026 All-Class Reunion.

4 A

Next Issue Deadline
for Submissions

Museum

As the museum is not open full time, should you wish to visit during

The next issue of the Kablegram-Leader the summer months (through August), please email Arlene

is scheduled to be published in February. Nicely, or call 540-885-1309 (or cell: 540-294-1004) at least two
Please send any articles and updates to days before your visit. We will be glad to have someone here
kablegram@sma-alumni.org by Monday for you as your visit is important to us. Thank you.

!
N\ January 15th. Thank you! /

SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION, INC
PRESENT DAY
PAST PRESIDENTS

ARTHUR R. KLEMM, JR ‘44 FREDERICK C. BURNER ‘68 HARRY W. BRUCKNO ‘62
ROBERT R. ROSSI ‘67 THOMAS E. B. PHILLIPS 74 WILLIAM K. BISSETT ‘74

ROBERT M. COLE ‘63 WILLIAM J. KEARNS ‘74 THOMAS A. DAVIS ‘62
WALLACE P. STILZ ‘39 C. DAVID LITZENBURG ‘58 GEORGE MASTROIANNTI 73
CYRIL B. “BUTCH” AARON 57




NAME
BURNETT,

MARQUIS (MARK)
WHITE, ELIE.

TAYLOR, ROBERT L.
ERLANGER, ERVIN J.
GIBBS, WILLIAM W.
HENDERSON, RICHARD
NOLDE, JOHN A.
NICELY, BROCKY A.

BROWN, PETER
BUCHANAN, BRUCE
JOHNSON, WALTER G.
KING, RICHARD M.
MESSER, KENNETH G.
MIHALEK, CONRAD
MILLER, NESTOR
OURS, G. FRED
TAYLOR, LES
DICKERSON, JACK M.
ISENBERG, BRUCEJ.
LESNIAK, STANLEY
MAHONEY, PETER].

PFISTER, CHIP

FRANK, JOSEPH A.
MESSER, ALAN “BOO”
ATKIAN,TOMK.
BEDUHN, DAVID C.
CROCKETT, WILLIAM E.
DIGIACOMO, ROBERT .
FARBER, PHILIP M.
FOY, JOHN GIII
HEARN, H. REID
LANGLEY, KIM
LOMBARDI, LARRY M.
NEDRY, JAY

POMEROY, DAVID
TINKER, DAVID H.
VANCLIEE, COURT
VAUGHAN, JOHN III
WAITE, DARRELL L.
FUOG, JOHN L.
GORMAN, KEVIN J.
NUNN, DOUGLAS A.
RIDDLE, NEALE.
KELLEY, PATRICK
LANGLEY, MICHAEL L.
RUSSELL, JOHN
SPEAKER, GREGORY C.
BIRCKHEAD, PETER
FINKE, JOHNE.
MASTROIANNI, GEORGE
ORR, MARK

CLASS GUEST

53
53
57
57
59
63
63
65

66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
66
67
67
67
67

67
68
68
69
69
69
69
69
69
69
69
69
69
69
69
69
69
69
70
70
71
71
72
72
72
72
73
73
73
73

PANDAK, WILLIAM MICHAEL 73

RYAN, EDDIE

73

STATE
ANNE BURNETT VA
LINDA WHITE FL
JANICE TAYLOR VA
JODIE HOLDER OH
NONE VA
CAROL HENDERSON VA
NONE VA.
ARLENE,SHAY NICELY,
DANETTE ROOKER VA
NONE NY
KAREN BUCHANAN VA
JOAN JOHNSON MS
ALENA KING AR
KATHY MESSER DE
NONE OH
PATRICIA MILLER NY
CAROL OURS LA
NONE WY
NONE VA
NONE PA
NONE PA
CHRISTINA K.
MAHONEY NY
NONE GA
GAIL A. FRANK PA
NONE SC
NONE OH
NONE TX
DEBRA CHASE MI
PATRICIA DIGIACOMO PA
NONE FL
FRANCES FOY CA
TEDDY HEARN SC
KIMBERLY LANGLEY VA
NONE FL
NONE VA
KAREN POMEROY VA
PATTY TINKER NC
JEN MAY VA
CAROL VAUGHAN VA
CAROLYN WAITE OH
VICKIE A. FUOG VA
NONE AR
NONE VA
NONE VA
MICHELE KELLEY NC
NONE KS
NONE MD
NONE NC
NONE FL
SUSAN FINKE VA
NONE CO
NONE VA
JENNI PANDAK VA
NONE NJ

NAME CLASS GUEST STATE
SHIPULA, DAVID A. 73 SHARONSHIPULA  PA
TENNEY, OLIN D. 73 ETHAN TENNEY MI
BISSETT, BILL 74 NONE GA
BISSETT, GEORGE 74 NONE OH
EHMANN, GENEK. 74 NONE NC
FUOG, ARNIE 74 NONE
KEARNS, BILL 74 NONE FL
LAKE, JULIANS. 74 NONE KS
MARTIN, J. HARVIE I1I 74 BETHHODGE VA
MORRIS, WILLIE H. 74 NONE
PHILLIPS, TOM 74 NONE MD
ROSSY, AL 74 NONE FL
SHIPULA, TONY 74 NONE PA
SIMPKINS, KIRK G. 74 NONE MD
TAYLOR, ROBERT 74 NONE
CAMPBELL, DON 75 NONE VA
FLANAGAN, KEVIN 75 NONE
BINGE, GARY 76 SUESCOTT VA
CLAWSON, DAVID 76 NONE \a%
EVANS, STACY L. 76 NONE PA
FENDLER, REED H. 76 NONE NC
GEZELMAN, BRUCE 76 NONE NH
JONES, TILFORD “TII” 76 ALLY JONES MD
NUNN, GREGORY 76 NONE KY
SHELTON, BOOTS 76 NONE MD
SMITH, EDMUND A. 76 BETSY SMITH GA
PATRONS AND STAFF
ARTHUR, JOHN AMA75 NONE VA
DJURIC, BRIG. GENERAL VWIL  NONE VA
DOUGLASS, BRENT GUEST CARTER DOUGLASS VA
FINLAY, SUSIE PATRON NONE VA
GOMEZ, VICTORR. AMA69 EVELYN GOMEZ VA
HUTTON JULIE MWALL EMILY HUTTON, NC

BETSY H. SHOEMAKER

KYLE SHOEMAKER,

TILLY SHOEMAKER
KABLE,PAGE“LOLO”  GUEST KABLERIZZO VA
MAHER, HERB AMA73 NONE VA
MASINCUP, ROBERTW. GUEST MARIE MASINCUP VA
NISBET, KIMBERLY FATHER WAS

CRAIGNISBET ‘66DECD  FL
PATRICK, MELISSA GUEST  JEFFREY BATSON, VA
(VEW POST 7814) FRANK DARCUS

ZACH LEWIS, BARBARA LEF,

JAMES BECKS (WWII VETERAN)
PRICE, KRISTI GUEST NONE
(HANSON SCHOLARSHIP)
SMALLWOOD, TRACI ~ GUEST NONE
(HANSON SCH)
VWIL CADETS (10) GUESTS NONE VA
WENZEL, JEFF AMA70 NONE NC
WINDLEY, MIA VA
(PRESENT SCHOLARSHIP) PARADE LEVI SWISHER
YATES, SUSAN L. SHALL73 NONE VA
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L-R: Ed Smith ’76, George Bissett 74.
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David Shipula - Memorial Wall Ceremony.

L-R: George Mastroianni ‘73, Jaliyah Turner - SMA Class of 73
TDH Scholarship recipient, David Shipula ‘73, Peter Birckhead
73, General Terry Djuric.



VEW Post 7814 Memorial plaque honoring the
Commander Jeff Batson. SMA men who lost their lives pro-
tecting our country.

L-R: Karen Berger Stuart Hall, Toots Schreiber Stuart Hall, L-R: VFW Post 7814 members James Becks
Jullian Lake 74, Gene Ehmann ’74, Tom Phillips *74. WWII Veteran, Frank Darcus.

L-R: T11ford Jones 76 Al Rossy 74. L-R: Walter Johnson ’66, Joan Johnson.
-11-



L-R: Patricia DiGiacomo, Robert Digiacomo ’69.

L-R: SMA Office Manager Arlene Nicely, SMA Museum
Curator Brocky Nicely SMA ’65.

Gary Binge 76. Bruce Gezelman ’76.




L-R: Arlene Nicely, Susie Finley. Peter Mahoney 67°

L-R: Arlene Nicely, David Shipula 73 SMAAF President,
Susie Finley.

Gregory Nunn ’76. Ed Smith ’76 reporting on the Museum Digitization Project.
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The old Mess Hall sign was covered for several years.
Thank you, MBU!
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L-R Michael Langley ’72, Al Rossy 74, and George Mastroianni 73 are all in step.
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L-R: Ervin Erlanger ’57, Jodie Holder.

L-R: Les Taylor ’66, Robert Taylor ‘74
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L-R: Betsy Smith, Ed Smith ’76.
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Laughs at the BBQ L-R: Bill Kearns *74, Tom Phillips *74, Jullian Lake ’74, Bill Bissett *74,Greg Speaker ’72.
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Jay Nedry ’69 presenting the L-R: Sharon Shipula, David Shipula 73,
history of SMA. Michael Pandak ’73, Jenni Pandak.

Class of ‘69 Front row L-R: Court Van Clief, Reid Hearn, Phil Farber, Tom Atkian, Dave Pomeroy, Kim Langley,
2nd row: Dave Tinker, Dave Bedhun, Jay Nedry, Larry Lombardi, Bill Crocket, Jack Vaughan, John Foy
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Class of ’76 L-R: Boots Sheldon, Reed Fendler, Gary Binge, Ed Smith, Greg Nunn, Tilford Jones,
David Clawson, Bruce Gezelman, Don Campbell, Stacy Evans.

Don Campbell ’75, Gary Binge ’76, Gregory Nunn 76, Ed Smith ’76.
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SMAAF Board L-R: Joe Frank ’68, Al Rossy ’74, David Shipula 73 Tom Phillips ’74, Bill Bissett *74,
Gene Ehmann *74, Ed Smith ’76, Tony Shipula 74, Peter Birckhead 73
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Class of ’73 L-R: George Mastroianni, Class of ’72 L-R: Gregory Speaker, L-R: Jack Dickerson ’67,

Michael Pandak,David Shipula, Michael Langley, Patrick Kelly. Bruce Isenburg ’67.
Peter Birckhead.
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Class of 74 L-R: George Bissett, Gene Ehmann, Al Rossy, Harvie Martin III,
Bill Bissett, Tom Phillips, Jullian Lake, Tony Shipula.

I 1L L) ik

L-R: David Clawson ’76, Stacy Evans ’76, Tilford Jones *76, Don Campbell ’75, Greg Nunn 76, Ed Smith ’76.
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VEW Post 7814 L-R: James Becks, Frank Darcus, L-R: Fred Ours ’66, Carol Ours, John Nolde ’63,

Colonel Melissa Patrick, Jeffrey Batson, Bruce Isenberg ’67.
Barbara Lee, Zach Lewis.

- B e il

L-R: Julie Hutton, Emily Hutton, Betsy Shoemaker, L-R: Kimberly Nisbet, Kathy Messer, Allan “Boo” Messer’68,
Kyle Shoemaker, Kevin Flanagan ’75. Ken Messer’66, Richard King’66

L-R: Don Campbell ’75, Joe Frank ’68, George Bissett *74. L-R: Stacy Evans ’76, Kevin Flanagan 75, Boots Sheldon ’76,
Reed Fendler ’76.
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L-R: John Arthur AMA ’75, George Mastroianni ’73,
Peter Birckhead ’73.

i

Class of ’57 L-R: Robert Taylor, Janice Taylor, Jodie Holder, Good friends from AMA L-R: John Arthur AMA ’75,
Erwin Erlanger. Victor Gomez AMA ’69, Evelyn Gomez, Jeff Wenzel AMA °70.

Ed Smith 76, David Clawson ’7,6, Bruce Gezelman 76, Bruce Gezelman *76, Tilford Jones 76,
Stacy Evans '76. Gary Binge 76, Ed Smith ’76.




SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name! The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
Sformer faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters. The blank bricks on the
existing walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks. Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased
with a tax-deductible contribution to the SMA alumni Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)
Q“Walk of Honor” Brick ($100.00 per brick) $

If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
information for each brick being ordered. Number each page (form) being faxed. The first page should

include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.
Total Order:  $

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1.
Line 2.
Line 3.

PAYMENT
O Check (payable to SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)
U Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa) U Master Card O Visa

Card Number:
Expiration Date:

Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card)

Name: (exactly as written on credit card)

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement)

Zip:

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE
Contact Phone Number:
Email Address: @

Signature:

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctua-
tion marks count as characters.
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INVEST IN OUR LEGACY
15™ YEAR CRYSTAL ANNIVERSARY RAFFLE

One 15t Prize: 34% of receipts Drawing is on April 3, 2027
One 2™ Prize: 10% of receipts from 6pm to 10pm
One 3rd Prize: 6% of receipts Hotel 24 South

Only 150 tickets sold! --- Cost per Ticket $100 You do not have to be present
ALL PRIZES ARE GUARANTEED to win

Mail with Check of Money Order to: Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation
P.O. Box 958. Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
Telephone: (540) 885-1309
Email: smaalumni@outlook.com Website: http://sma-alumni.org
Total donation: $100 per Ticket. Tickets will be mailed to you upon return of this form
and payment of $100 per ticket by check, money order, or credit card.

Number of Tickets: x$100= Phone: ( ) -

Name: Signature:
Address:

Email for future announcements:

Credit Card (Mastercard or Visa only) Mastercard |:| Visa [ ]
Name as it appears on card: Card Number:

Expiration Date: Security Code (CVV code on back of card):
Billing address:
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Cadet Mikayla McKoy, SMA Legacy, and Cadet Amirah
Johnson, Honoring SMA.- Hunter Henry Scholarships -

Cadet Avejah Manset —
Donald Windley TDH Scholarship.

! L
Cadet Ashely Bennett - Craig Hanson Scholarship. Cadet Rayne Goins-Thomas
Kable Good Character Scholarship.
-24-
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L-R SMA Alumni Leadership Schoarship: Cadets Kalynn Mullen, Belen Renderos Lewis, and
Marquenice Powell-Perkins. Col. Robert H. Wease Scholarship: Delaney Bolbach.

Cadet Syrena Peterson - First Captain Jada Torez - MIDN Jaliyah Turner - SMA 1973
Barry Longyear Scholarship. Kable Legion of Honor. TDH Scholarship.

o lﬂ?r!

Gene Ehmann ’74 Scholarship: Cadet Madison Jones, SMA Leadership Scholarships:
Cadet JulieAutrey NM, Cadet America Morales TN, and Cadet Emilia Bonilla CA.
-25.



L-R Jasmine Mohaupt (Band) for Leadership, Mamie Goins-Thomas for Perseverance,
Nevaeh Latney for Decisiveness, and Jacqueline Lee for Professionalism.

SMA and VWIL Alumni present donated swords to VWIL sergeants.

" I 57
4 - f

VWIL Class of 2016 Scholarship to Cadet Taylor Roland, Class of 2027.
-26-
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William G. Bothwell SMA ‘53

With heavy hearts, we announce
the death of William Gerald Both-
well (Rogers, Arkansas), who
passed away on January 25, 2026 at
the age of 91. Family and friends are
welcome to leave their condolenc-
es on this memorial page and share
them with the family.

In the quiet moments of reflec-
tion, amidst the gentle rustle of
leaves and the whispered song of the stars, we shall carry Wil-
liam’s memory with us, a guiding light illuminating the path
ahead. May William’s journey be filled with peace and sereni-
ty, and may he find rest in the embrace of eternity.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to
Hospice Home Care of Little Rock, Arkansas Children’s Hos-
pital, or Peace Lutheran Church, Rogers.

Dennis M. Oliver Jr. SMA “53

Dennis was born in
Washington, DC, on Oc-
tober 8, 1935, and grew
up in Norfolk, Virginia.
He attended Staunton
Military Academy in
Staunton, Virginia,
where, as a senior, he
attained the top posi-
tion as First Captain. On
April 14, 2018, he was
inducted into the Staunton Military

. After graduation, Dennis attended the
University on North Carolina where he was a member of the
baseball team and ATO fraternity.

Upon leaving UNC, Dennis entered the management train-
ing program with Sears Roebuck and Company in Norfolk,
Virginia. He managed several departments (automotive, fur-
niture and large appliances) before being promoted to man-
agement as a floor manager. He was promoted to Greenville,
Mississippi, as Assistant Manager. He later held this Assistant
Manager position in Gulfport and Biloxi Sears stores.

Dennis took an early retirement and joined a local depart-
ment store as Operating Manager for 2 years to help an expan-
sion into surrounding communities.

On completion of the special project, an opportunity came
to join a local automobile dealership where he was recognized
as a member of top sales people in the country both with Ca-
dillac and Oldsmobile. He was at the dealership for 19 years.

Dennis was a member of the Gulfport Kiwanis Club over
35 years. As a member of the club, he was recognized as a
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Distinguished President of the Kiwanis Club and a Distin-
guished Lt. Governor of the Mississippi Gulf Coast. During
this time, he was chosen Kiwanian of the Year for leading Ki-
wanis’ worlwide service project to supply iodized salt to Third
World countries. During these years, Dennis was active on the
District Level of Kiwanis (Louisiana-Mississippi-West Ten-
nessee) serving as Chairman of many District committees. In
2006-07, Dennis became Governor of the Louisiana-Missis-
sippi-West Tennessee District. He was recognized that year for
the Number 1 Growth District in North America (new mem-
bers in North America).

In 2005, Katrina hit the Gulf Coast area. With so much
destruction, Kiwanis volunteers from around the world were
instructed to contact Dennis for assignments in Louisiana and
Mississippi. Dennis and Ame took over 75 volunteers in their
home at different times.

After his year as Governor, Dennis served Kiwanis Inter-
national on several committees. In 2012, he was elected to a 3
year term on the Kiwanis International Board which consists
of 16 Trustees and 4 officers. In this position, he served on
2 major committees and was counselor/advisor for Districts
across the world. His Districts were Alabama, Illinois/East
Towa, Southwest (New Mexico and Arizona), Capi-
tol (Virginia, Maryland and Delaware), Texas/Okla-
homa, South Korea, Philippines, and France.

Through the years Dennis has served on the Board of
1. The Gulf Coast Rescue Mission
2. The Wings Performing Arts at Lynn
Meadows Discover Center
3. The United Way Loaned Executive Branch
4. The de L’Epee Deaf Center

Dennis has extensive hours volunteering at Lynn
Meadows Discovery Center and de L’Epee Deaf Center where
he operated the food bank every Thursday. The food bank
honored Dennis by naming the bank, The Dennis Oliver Food
Pantry.

In 2010, Dennis was asked and accepted the position to lead
the Louisiana-Mississippi-West Tennessee District in Kiwan-
is” newest worldwide service project, Eliminate. This project
was to rid the world of tetanus through fundraising 110 million
dollars. This was a 10 year commitment.

In 2011, a very special recognition came to Dennis when
the Corporation for National and Community Service pre-
sented Dennis with President Obama’s Outstanding Volunteer
Recognition.

Dennis and Ame were Saints season ticket holders for over
thirty years. Travel with Kiwanis meant missing too many of
the home games, so they gave up their tickets. That year the
Saints went to the Super Bowl!!!

Dennis was appointed to the Kiwanis Children’s Board and
served one year. In 2025, Dennis was one of the five selected to
the first Louisiana-Mississippi-West Tennessee Hall of Fame.
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He prided the fact that he was
Chairman of the Catholic Charities
Board for five years. He was the only
member not a Catholic. He loved
serving on this Board and being part
of the many wonderful projects that
& they do.
|  Dennis was an active member of
Ramsay United Methodist Church
over 45 years. He then became an
active member of Beauvoir United
Methodist Church for over two years.

Dennis was first married to Sandra Storey. They had two
daughters. Later, he married Ame Deen who had two daugh-
ters. Ame and Dennis were married for over 46 years. Their
four daughters are Darienne Mobley (Dan); Darla Davis
(Mack); Gayle Ladnier (the late Chuck Ladnier); Lisa Dug-
gins (Jay). Dennis’ grandchildren are: Storey Wilson (Nick),
Hannah Bennett-Chew (Kipp), Olivia Wilhite, Jacob Ladnier
(Pearly), Elijah Ladnier (Raini), Rachel Windom (Zachary),
Joel Ladnier (Ashton), Sarah Ladnier, Sam Duggins, and Ame
Offerdahl (Jameson). He also had 8 great-grandchildren with
1 on the way!

Dennis loved his family. He loved his volunteer
activities and his churches. He lived his life serving
others.

Henry H. Sandlin Jr. SMA “53

Henry Howard San-
dlin, 90, passed away
peacefully at 9 a.m. on
Saturday, Jan. 3, in Wilm-
ington, NC.

Henry was born Sept. 22, 1935,
the only son of the late Henry How-
ard and Edith Gray Sandlin.

Henry grew up in Dunn, NC and
attained an MBA at the University
of North Carolina, Henry enjoyed a
long, eventful life that included ser-
vice in the U.S. Air Force, running his family’s auto dealer-
ship, as well as a long career in auto sales in Hawaii. He was
married for 59 years to Linda Aycock Sandlin, who passed
away in 2015.

Henry and Linda loved to travel, enjoyed the ocean and de-
cided on a whim to move to the Big Island of Hawaii, where
they lived from 1987 to 1997. Their travels even took them
behind the Iron Curtain for a cross-country tour of the Soviet
Union during the height of the Cold War in the 1970s.

Both Henry and Linda were active in church and were ded-
icated Tar Heel basketball and football fans. They eventually
settled in Wilmington, where they made many lasting friend-
ships through church and Henry’s job at Wal-Mart.
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Henry is survived by three
nephews, William Stancil of
Summerville, SC, Broughton
Aycock of Nags Head, NC and
Stephen Roth of Kansas City,
Mo., as well as a niece, Caroline
Roberts of Oak Hill, Fla.

At Henry’s request, no fu-
neral or memorial services will
be held, and a private scattering
of ashes will take place.

John P. Harvey SMA “61

John P. Harvey IJr. “JP”, 78,
passed away on September 27, 2021,
at UVA Medical Center. He was the
husband of Debbie O’Brien Harvey
for 42 years.

JP was the son of the late John
P. Harvey Sr. and Adelaide Clarke
Harvey. He was preced-
ed in death by a brother,
Charles “Chuck” Harvey
in November 1961.

JP grew up in Massies Mill in Nelson County. He
attended Nelson Co. High School, graduated from
Staunton Military Academy and attended Freder-
ick College in Portsmouth. JP’s chosen profession
was surveying, having retired from the Engineering
Dept. with the City of Lynchburg in 1998. JP loved
the outdoors and was happiest when he was on his
zero turn Hustler mower or his Massie Ferguson
tractor scraping and maintaining the road into his property. He
also loved sports and regularly watched football, basketball,
golf and his favorite, NASCAR racing. JP was also a lover of
Bluegrass music often attending many festivals over the years.

In addition to his wife, Debbie, he is survived by two
daughters, Elizabeth Campbell and
Ann Marie Harvey; a stepdaugh-
ter, Jill Bivens and husband, Jim;
two grandchildren, Adelaide Good-
win and husband, Conor, and Vin-
cent Campbell (Katelyn Johnson);
a great-grandson, Rowan Goodwin;
one sister, Margo Sinback; one sis-
ter-in-law, Betty Wright, and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

A memorial service was held on
Saturday, October 9, 2021, at Byrum-
Parr Funeral Home by the Rev. John
Campbell.
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Craig L. Patterson SMA ‘61

It is with profound sadness that |
we announce the passing of Craig
L. Patterson Sr. Craig passed away
peacefully on March 19, 2025, at the
age of 81. Born on May 9,1943 in
Waterbury, Connecticut, Craig at-
tended Staunton Military Academy
and Case Institute of Technology.

He graduated from C.W. Post
College in Brookville on Long Is-
land in NY with a B.S. in Physics,
an MBA, and an M.S. in Accounting. After graduation Lt. Pat-
terson became a Naval Aviator and flew multi engine planes
off the USS Franklin D. Roosevelt & the Intrepid during the
Vietnam War. He received numerous air medals. He then went
on to become a Land Developer and Real Estate Entrepreneur
in Port Jefferson, NY and East Hampton, NY, instrumental in
the development of Belle Terre and Harbor Hills in Port Jef-
ferson & owning Commercial Property in the Village of East
Hampton, NY which included East Hampton Bowl.

He was a member of the Rotary Club and a
founding member of the Kiwanis Club in East
Hampton. He was instrumental in bringing the Spe-
cial Olympics to East Hampton and was an avid
supporter of the LGBTQ+ community.

He and his wife Pat of almost 60 years retired to
Randolph Farms near Indian Rocks Beach Florida in
2014 where they spent his final years enjoying their
life together in their Special Paradise. He was an
exceptional & loving spouse, parent, brother, grand-
father, great-grandfather, uncle, and friend. Craig is
survived by his wife Patricia E, Patterson, his children Craig
L. Patterson Jr. (Michele), Stephen M. Patterson (Alexandra),
Cheryl M. Patterson Greer (Hal), his brother Keith S. Patter-
son (Laura), his nephew Thomas J. Doyle, and nieces Suzanne
Bye & Amy Pardue (James), his grandchildren Christopher
T. Patterson, Ashleigh E. Mather (Peter), Katherine A. Ewing
(Kevin), Stephen M. Patterson II (Emily), Nicholas C. Patter-
son, Gabriella L. Greer, Harrison J. Greer and great-grandchil-
dren Ellianna I. Mather and Aurora R. Patterson He was pre-
deceased by his parents Everett M. IR X
Patterson and Katherine B. Patterson
of Upper Brookville, NY, his broth-
er Paul Patterson (Alice) of Bra-
denton, Fl., & his nephew Matthew &
Patterson. Craig was known for his
supportive kindness, his sense of
humor, and his unwavering spirit. A
Celebration of Life will be held at a
later date.

Donations in Craig’s memory can
be made to American Lung Associa-
tion, the American Heart Association, and the Military Officers
Association of America.

i
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James M. Best SMA ‘63

Clement Munroe “Jack” Best, Jr.
died on Tuesday, April 21st, 2026.
He was a community leader who
was fiercely committed to his fam-
ily, friends and the place he proudly
called home for all of his 81 years.
Those who knew Jack recognized
him as a man of great integrity,
honesty and passion. He faithfully
served his community, always giv-
ing back, never doing so to seek per-
sonal gain or recognition. He was a true public servant. In all
the roles he inhabited, his passion remained clear and focused:
the betterment of the State of North Carolina and the lives of
its people.

Born in Goldsboro, N.C., on August 9th, 1944, Jack was
the son of the late Munroe and Mary Beery Best. He is pre-
ceded in death by his brother, Gee Best, and two sisters, Mary
Scott Best and Eleanor Best; his beloved mother- and father-
in-law, Hope and Jake Derby; and his sister- and
brother-in-law, Anna and Jay Derby.

He leaves behind an immensely grateful family:
Ellen, his wife of 57 years; his three children and
their spouses, Mary Hope and Blain Crocker, Mun-
roe and Angie Best, all of Goldsboro; and Eleanor
Scott and Hill Davis of Raleigh. Papa Jack was the
proud grandfather, sideline spectator, dock master
and Oreo supplier to his seven grandchildren, Mary
Scott and Hannah Best, Jake and Hinton Crocker
and Avery, Julia and Derby Davis. He was a loving
big brother to his sister, Jane Best Grandbouche.

Jack graduated from Staunton Military Academy. He at-
tended North Carolina State University before returning home
to work for his family’s business, W.H. Best and Sons. The
company later became Best Distributing Company, which
Jack served as President. Alongside his family, Jack grew the
company from a single location to fifteen branches in North
Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia. Jack leaves a legacy of
unrivaled work ethic and instilled in his children that the key to
success in any business is building genuine relationships. He
was a brilliant businessman who built a career that was inspir-
ing enough for his own son to follow in his footsteps.

Following his time at Best Distributing Company, Jack
served as president of Best Commercial Development. He
then founded M. Best and Sons, a real estate investment firm.

Beyond his professional career, Jack established a career of
public service. He served as a Wayne County Commissioner
and council member for the Village of Walnut Creek. Jack was
a charter member of the Highway 70 Corridor Commission,
a group dedicated to the development of Highway 70 and its
inclusion in the interstate highway system. Thanks to the work
of the commission, Highway 70 has now been designated as
the future Interstate 42.

Jack was respected for his experience, knowledge and will-
ingness to speak his mind. Because of this, he was honored
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to sit on many boards including: the
North Carolina Global Transpark,
Wayne Memorial Hospital, Wayne
Country Day School and the Founda-
tion of Wayne Community College.
Jack was a lifelong member of First
Presbyterian Church, where he served
as an elder and a deacon.

He was recognized with the Boys
and Girls Club Medallion Award, the
Wayne Community College Presi-
dent’s Award, and the Wayne County
Development Alliance Chairman’s
Award. In 2023, the governor bestowed Jack with The Order
of the Long Leaf Pine. Despite all that he accomplished he
remained steadfast in his determination to “Never let your suc-
cess outrun your charity. Never let your pride outgrow your
common sense. And above all: be honest.”

The breadth and depth of his dedication to his community
is eclipsed only by his dedication to his faith and his family.
He provided his family with not only unconditional love and
support but also an example of what it means to live a life of
purpose. The impact of Jack Best’s full and purposeful life will
be felt for generations to come.

A memorial service celebrating Jack’s life was held on Fri-
day, April 24th, 2026, at First Presbyterian Church in Golds-
boro. The private interment was held in Willow Dale Ceme-
tery prior to the service.

Edward J. Daly SMA “63

Edward J. Daly, age
78, of Philadelphia,
died on November 17,
2023. Retired crimi-
nal defense attorney.
Retired Army captain,
Vietnam veteran, and
Silver Star recipient.
Beloved husband of
Karen (O’Neill). Loving father of
Meghan Daly, Caitlin Daly, and the
late Alice Daly. Dear brother of the
late Michael Daly. Interment Friday,
December 1, 2023, 11:30 A.M. at Washington Crossing Na-
tional Cemetery, 830 Highland Rd., Newtown, PA 18940.

John S. Daniels SMA ‘70

John S. Daniels of Arnold, Mo.,
passed away on Monday Febru-
ary 23, 2026. He was born on July
20,1952 in Burlington, Vt., to the
late Horace and Gladys Daniels; lov-
ing partner of the late Beverly Os-
born; loving father of Jason Daniels
and Leah Daniel and bonus father

of Jamie Portell and John (Mercy) -
Brankovic; grandfather of Otto and R h
Kylie.

A Celebration of Life Service
was held on March 21at the Heilig-
tag-Lang-Fendler Funeral Home.

Robert R. Roths IT SMA 70
-

Robert Raymond Roths II was born on May 19,
1951, and passed away on April 2, 2026. He lived in
Chester, Md. No additional information was available
at press time.

Chuck Ratcliff SMA “76

Charles Ray “Chuck”
Ratcliff, 67 of Hunting-
ton, WV, died Wednesday,
January 28, 2026 at his
residence. He was an iron
worker, with Ashland, KY,
Union # 769. Chuck was born April
24, 1958 in Huntington, WV a son
of the late Ray Ratcliff and the late
Doris Finney Payne. Surviving
him is his son Carey Ray “Chase”
Ratcliff, of Ashland, KY and his
children, Ellie Nichole Ratcliff and
Gunner Ray Ratcliff, one daughter
Bianca “Nikki” Ratcliff Porter and
her three children: Courtlyn Porter,
Mac Porter and Eli Porter. Chuck is
also survived by his former wife and
close friend Tammy Ward of Chesa-
peake, OH, who was a big part of his
life. The family fondly remembers
| Chuck as a man who worked hard
and played hard. He will be missed.




CADET STORE

The Cadet Store is located in the SMA-
VWIL Museum in the former SMA Supply
Room. The form at right should be completed
and mailed, with your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Foundation Inc.

P.O. Box 958

Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958

You can also contact the store by e-mail at
smaalumni@outlook.com
or call (540) 885-1309 for information, leave
a message, and your call will be returned as
soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be processed by
using the form on page32. Your order will be
shipped when payment is received.

STAUNTON, VIRGINIA

Pass in Review

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only. Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas,

and other distant destinations are subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:

NOTE: All sizes are limited in stock and can be special ordered -i
QUAN. ITEM EACH TOTAL |
__ SMA 16 0unce beer glass .........cccoouvivrirrerireerreserssissiinans $10.00 $ I
____ SMAChallenge Coins $ |
L SMALAPEI PINS oo $ |
_ Baseball Caps .eeeeeeneesssesssennes .$20.00 $ |
Blue with Blue and Gold visor, round SMA Patch ............. $20.00 $ :
_ Baseball Caps ....cueereerseersensssnsssessenssenssenees .$20.00 $ |
Unstructured Hats: Blue, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering |
“Staunton Military Academy” |
__ SMADecals “STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY" in Metallic gold $20.00 $
- Mix and match those below: $ |
purchase 1 for $7.00, get 2 free: |
SMA hat shield in full color  ®  SMA Decal w/dates (1884-1976) |
16" long can be placed on car window |
T-Shirts: M-3X |
__ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) ..........cccrerevreereerennes $20.00 $ |
___ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ...........cccoveverenennes $20.00 $ |
o Navy Blue Black (front: full color hat shield,Back: $ I
Staunton Military Academy, Virginia..printed W/larger shield) ....... $20.00 $
___ Long sleeve Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) ........... $25.00 $ |
___ Long sleeve Black: (with full color hat shield patch).......... $25.00 $ |
o Long Sleeve Navy Blue _____Black (front: full color hat shield, I
Back: Staunton Military Academy, Virginia..printed W/arger shield) .......... $25.00 $ I
___ Polo (Golf) Shirts: M-3X I
____ Old Gold with cross rifles and |
Staunton Military Academy in navy blue ..............cocco...... $39.00 $ |
_ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield................... $39.00 $ |
_ Jackets: M-3X |
___ Zippered wind jacket, blue with gold stripe on sleeve |
with full color hat shield ... $45.00 $ |
- Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield (Special order) ............. $80.00 $ |
- Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .............cccccevvvevnnnne $
- Blue zip up Hoodie with full color shield $ I
__ Gray Sweat Shirt with Round SMA Patch, |
Staunton Military Academy on sleeve in blue..................... $35.00 $ |
____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle(special order) .........c.ccoueererrerennc. $40.00 $ |
Belt to fit buckles can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches(special order) $45.00 $
__ 0Old Boys belt buckle (Silver with Staunton Cadet with eagle) ... $25.00 $ I
__ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA .................ccovvveene $2.00 $ |
_ SMAShoulder PatChes ...........cccoveereverieeeeiieeeeeeeereeneeas $2.00 $ |
 BIUEBOOK (FBPFNL) .o $12.00 $ I
- DVD Disc:"A History of the Staunton Military Academy” $
Produced and Directed by Greg Robertson SMA '70 ......... $20.00 $ |
__ CD:Acollection of items related to the history of SMA |
contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus & [
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the |
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ......ccccrvvvrvrerviveeinne $20.00 $ |
I
I
I
I

Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope..... $3.00

$00.00 to $25.00 $15.00 $ |
$26.00 to $60.00 $20.00 $ |
$61.00 and above $25.00 $ |
Total $—|

Name: $ |
Address: !
City: State: ZIP: |
Telephone: ( ) E-mail: :
___________________________ _|



Staunton Military Academy

Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.

P O. Box 958, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
Telephone: (540) 885-1309
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org ¢ Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org
Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.(tax exempt) {payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation}
* One Star Membership: ($100.00 for one year, 1 September through 31 August)

* Two Star Membership: ($180.00 for two years, (10% off)

* Three Star Membership: ($240.00 for three years, (20% off)

* Lifetime Membership: ($1,000.00 for lifetime)

(Your name will be listed with other Lifetime Members on a plaque in the SMA/VWIL Museum.)
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* SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):
The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions and
alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity. Your donation helps the SMA Alumni Foundation

maintain the alumni office, Memorial Wall, archives, web site, and Kablegram-Leader.

* SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt) $
For more information on the SMA Alumni Foundation Scholarship Program, please visit our
website at www.sma-alumni.org. Your contributions are fully tax deductible.

* Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund (tax exempt):

The purpose of the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund is to support entities such as the Virginia
Women’s Institute for Leadership through educational scholarships/awards and program support.
Your contributions are tax deductible.

VWIL Educational Scholarships ( including Col. Robert H. Wease Memorial Scholarship) $
VWIL Program Support: $

PAYMENT Total: $

* Check (please see above for correct “payable to”) Billing Address:

* Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa) O Master Card O Visa (exactly as written on CC billing statement)
Card Number:

Expiration Date:

Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card)

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) Zip:

Contact Phone Number:
Email Address: @

Signature:
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