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The VWIL Corps marched in the Virginia Governor Inaugural Parade on 1-17-2026.

Three to join SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall

One SMA graduate and members of the SMA staff will be added this spring at the SMA Annual Reunion.

The SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Directors, meeting via teleconference on Dec. 8th, accepted the recommendations
of the Memorial Wall Judging Committee and voted to place Warren Hutton SMA 75, Capt. Wil-
liam W. Greene Sr., USA-Ret. And Walter “Chick” Crawford on the museum’s Memorial Wall.

Plaques highlighting their lives and achievements will be recognized at the Memorial Wall cer-

Warren Hutton

&

Chick Crawford

emony during the SMA reunion on
Friday April 10th.

Hutton was part of the next-
to-last class to graduate from SMA,
where he led in academic, military,
and athletic pursuit. He had a suc-
cessful career in law and in business,
and he was a leader in community
activities.

Capt. Green was one of the orig-
inal Army “Buffalo Soldiers” who
became an officer during World War
I. His heroic actions as a company commander were later rec-
ognized with the award of the Distinguished Service Cross and
Silver Star for valor on the battlefield in France in October 1918.

William Green

Chick Crawford spent almost 50 years serving all the cadets
who passed through the SMA Mess Hall. He rose from dishwash-
er to manage the facility. Chick was well-known and liked by all
the surviving alumni of the academy.
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Reflections from the Hill

The year was 1976. Apple
computer was founded, the first
Cray-1 supercomputer was in-
stalled at Los Alamos National
Laboratory, the VHS tape format
was introduced, Hank Aaron hit
his 755th and final home run, Jim-
my Carter defeated Gerald Ford
for President, the United States
Bicentennial was being celebrat-
ed, the first class including women was inducted at the United States Navel
Academy, and Staunton Military Academy presented diplomas to the final
Class of 1976.

This year is 2026. Apple computer is worth 4 trillion dollars, the United
States is celebrating the Semiquincentennial (AMERICA 250), the Cray-1
computer was 8 million dollars in 1976 (equivalent to 40 million today )
and just about filled a room in size while smart phones 50 years later are
$1200.00 fit in your pocket and in some cases are 100,000 times faster than
the Cray-1! Virginia Women Institute for Leadership, the only all Women’s
Corp of Cadets in the world are celebrating 30 years of continuing our legacy
of TRUTH, DUTY, HONOR, the SMA CLASS of 1976 celebrates their 50th
reunion and the Alumni of Staunton Military Academy mark 50 years since
closing.

This coming April 9-12 we will be gathering in Staunton to mark 50
years since our beloved gates of SMA closed and the 50th reunion of the last
Class of 1976. Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation (SMAAF)
Board of Directors is offering the entire weekend registration for $50.00.
Since most likely our youngest alumni are probably 68 years old, the SMAAF
believes 2026 is perfect time to encourage alumni to commemorate multiple
milestones. We will continue to have reunions, but this year offers the most
reasons to attend. You will find a registration form for this year’s reunion on
page 13.

I would like to thank the entire SMAAF Board of Directors for all their
efforts to ensure the legacy of SMA. As President, I appreciate the board’s co-
operation and enthusiasm to support and make sure the SMAAF succeeds.
Also, thank you to all the alumni who made donations. Whether large or
small your donations continue to support our legacy. They allow us to contin-
ue to run the alumni office, support the museum and provide scholarships.
Scholarships are in many cases the difference between attending college and
not being able to afford college. I can attest that each VWIL cadet I meet or
have a conversation with are strong individuals with a very positive attitude.
Alumni support has truly projected TRUTH, DUTY, HONOR into the future
through the Cadets of VWIL. The VWIL Corp of Cadets recently marched in
the Virginia Governors Inauguration Parade carrying our SMA flag.

So, please register and plan to attend this year’s reunion. This is a perfect
time to visit and rehash old memories with fellow alumni and catch up on
the time since graduation.

TRUTH,DUTY,HONOR
David A. Shipula SMA 73

President, SMA Alumni Foundation
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SMA LEGAGY SGHOLARSHIP WINNERS 2025

The Staunton Military Academy Legacy Scholarship Program is now in its ninth year. The program was established in 2016
as one of the precepts of the SMA Legacy Fund. For the first five years, the program was open to all high school graduates, and
we awarded four $1,500 scholarships to deserving high-school seniors, without regard to their relationship to SMA alumni.
After the scholarship selections were made in 2021, the SMA Foundation Board of Directors reviewed the program and made
three major changes. Beginning in 2022, the rules were changed as follows:

1. All applicants must be a direct descendant of an SMA alumnus.

2. The number of scholarships was reduced from four to two.

3. The amount of each scholarship was raised from $1,500 to $2,500.
In 2024, the Board raised the amount of each scholarship to $5,000.

This year we received a total of three applications. The SMA Alumni Foundation and the Scholarship Committee have
selected Miss Hannah Cohen, the granddaughter of Richard Pershan ‘57, and Mr. Harper Stillgebauer, grandson of William
Stillgebauer ’64 and great-grandson of Henry Stillgebauer 30.

Our congratulations go to Hannah and Harper, who, by this action, have joined our community. Each of them will help
perpetuate the legacy of Staunton Military Academy, its heritage, and its core values of “Truth, Duty and Honor” The two win-
ners have provided a picture and short biography to introduce themselves (see below).

Hannah Cohen

Hannah Cohen grew up in New York City as the youngest of three daughters.
In high school, she studied Greek and Latin, sang in both a cappella and Madrigal
groups, and played on the varsity volleyball team. She also served as editor of the
yearbook and founded a club dedicated to raising awareness about cancer and sup-
porting cancer research.

This fall, Hannabh is thrilled to begin studying history at Yale College. She is the
proud granddaughter of Richard Pershan, SMA ’47.

Harper Stillgebauer

Harper Stillgebauer is a Highschool graduate from Thomas Jefferson High
School in Federal Way, Washington. He will be following in the footsteps of his
older sister Evelyn Stillgebauer — also an SMA legacy scholarship recipient — by
Attending the university of Arizona in the fall, pursuing a degree in mechanical
engineering. He graduated with honors, maintaining a 4.43 weighted GPA as an
International baccalaureate (IB) diploma candidate.

He was also a committed member of his school’s varsity swim and baseball
teams. Outside of academics and athletics, Harper likes to spend time with his
friends and family.

“I want to thank the scholarship committee for selecting me as one of the winners
for this scholarship. It is truly an honor, and I promise that this award will go towards
perpetuating SMAS legacy and values.”

-Harper Stillgebauer
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LEGAGY SGHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 2026

STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY ALUMNI FOUNDATION
LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM FOR 2026

WHAT IS IT?
A scholarship program intended to perpetuate the legacy of Staunton Military Academy (SMA). SMA
was a special place for many young men from 1884 until it closed in 1976. Through this scholarship pro-
gram, the alumni of SMA hope to preserve the memory of our school and what it has meant to all of us by
helping young people who share the values and ideals for which SMA stood.

WHAT ARE THE TERMS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP?
Two Legacy Scholarships with a minimum value of $5,000 each will be awarded annually. No exten-
sions of the scholarship are authorized. Scholarship selections will be based on merit, and applicants will
be evaluated on a whole-person basis, including evidence of commitment to the values “Truth-Du-
ty-Honor,” which is especially important to us. Application deadline is 1 July each year.

WHO MAY APPLY?

Only descendants of SMA alumni who are graduating high-school seniors and who have acceptance at a
two- or four-year college may apply. There is no requirement for students to attend a military college or
to enroll in ROTC. In fact, the only exclusions from participation are descendants planning to attend the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, the Naval Academy, the Air Force Academy, or the Coast Guard
Academy.

HOW CAN A STUDENT APPLY?
SMA descendants who desire to apply for one of the Legacy Scholarships must submit his or her appli-
cation in an email containing all elements shown below. That application, with all required attachments,
must be sent to the SMA Alumni Foundation Office at scholarship@sma-alumni.org not later than 1 July
of the year of graduation.

Continued on page 5



LEGAGY SGHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 2026 con.

The following information must be included in the body of the emailed applica-
tions unless otherwise indicated below with an asterisk:

e First, middle, and last name of the applicant
Full Mailing Address

e Email Address (If an applicant has an EDU email address from his or her prospective college, that
email address should be included as an alternate email address.)

e Phone number (including area code)

e The name of the SMA Cadet from whom the applicant is descended, the year he graduated from SMA,
and the applicant’s relationship to that SMA Cadet.

Cover Letter: Formally request an SMA Legacy Scholarship and provide information regarding your
plans for the future. Describe what the words “Truth, Duty, and Honor,” mean to you, and indicate how
those words have been applicable in your personal relationships. Include your academic/extracurricular
activities both inside and outside school.

One of the following essays must be attached to the email application:

e Essay One: Describe a circumstance, obstacle or conflict in your life, and the skills and resources
you used to resolve it. Did it change you? If so, how? Indicate how truth, duty and honor were
involved.

e Essay Two: Considering your lifetime goals, discuss how your current academic and extracurric-
ular activities might help you achieve those goals. Include how truth, duty and honor were in-
volved.

*The following external documents must be attached to your application or otherwise provided to
the SMA Foundation as indicated:

A letter of recommendation from a member of the faculty (a teacher, for example) of the ap-
plicant’s high school. As required by the applicant’s school, this document may either be
attached to the applicant’s email or emailed not later than 1 July by the school directly to the
Foundation Office at scholarship@sma-alumni.org.

A letter of recommendation from one adult outside of the school.

A copy of the letter of acceptance to a two- or four-year college.

A copy of the applicant’s transcripts through grade 12. (Transcripts may be either attached to
the applicant’s email or, if necessary, emailed by a school official by 1 July.

Scores: SAT (total) and/or ACT (Any score listed must be documented in the applicant’s tran-
script or provided by a separate attached document originated by the testing activity, or a screen
shot from the student’s account on the SAT/ACT website.)

Additional Information: When an applicant is selected for a Scholarship, a personal photograph and
short biography must be received by the Committee before monies can be dispersed. We will request
these items at the time the applicant is notified of his or her award.
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SMA REUNION 2026

SCHEDULE

(AS OF 1/727/2026)

Thursday, April 9, 2026 (downtown)

6:30 pm: Early bird arrival - informal Dutch treat dinner gathering at the Mill Street Girill

Friday, April 10, 2026 (on former SMA campus & other venues)

9:30-11:30 am: SMAAF Board of Directors meeting (Kable Residence Hall, 2nd Floor, RM 202)
10:30 am - 4:15 pm:  SMA-VWIL Museum Open

11:00 am - 3:30 pm: Registration (Mess Hall, small room on left)

4:30 - 5:30 pm: Howie Rifle Demo (asphalt) & Memorial Wall ceremony (outside museum)
6:00 — 8:00 pm: Reception and BBQ Dinner (MBU Hunt Dining Hall)
8:00-10:00 pm: Dance - TBA

Saturday, April 11, 2026 (on former SMA campus & Hotel 24 South)

8:15-9:00 am: Registration for those not yet registered (MBU Hunt Dining Hall)

8:30 — 9:30 am: Buffet Breakfast (MBU Hunt Dining Hall)

9:30-11:00 am: Annual SMA Alumni General Membership & VWIL Program Update (MBU
Hunt Dining Hall)

11:00-11:15 am: SMAAF Board of Directors meeting (MBU Hunt Dining Hall)

11:30 — 4:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open

12:00-1:15 pm: SMA-VWIL Parade

SMA-VWIL Alumni will form up on the asphalt at 11:45 am to follow the VWIL
Corps of Cadets onto SMA Worth Field.

1:15-6:00 pm: Free time to enjoy lunch downtown, visit the museum, connect with former
classmates, shop, or tour the city
6:00 - 7:00 pm: Banquet Reception & Cocktails (cash bar) (Hotel 24 South Lobby)
7:00 - 10:00 pm: Alumni Reunion Banquet (Hotel 24 South Banquet Room)
o Guest Speakers: Brig Gen Terry Djuric, USAF (Ret.) + Jay Nedry, SMA ‘69
10:00 pm: Nostalgia Time (Hotel 24 South Lobby & Bar area)

Sunday, April 12, 2026 (on former SMA campus)
8:30am -2:00 pm:  SMA-VWIL Museum Open

Rev. 01272026



Support Our Legacy
14" Annual Reunion Cash Raffle

One 1% Prize: 34% of receipts Drawing is on April 11, 2026
One 2" Prize: 10% of receipts from 6pm to 10pm
One 3rd Prize: 6% of receipts hotel 24 South

Only 150 tickets sold! --- Cost per Ticket $100 You do not have to be present
ALL PRIZES ARE GUARANTEED to win

Mail with Check of Money Order to: Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation
P.O. Box 958. Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
Telephone: (540) 885-1309
Email: smaalumni@outlook.com Website: http://sma-alumni.org
Total donation: $100 per Ticket. Tickets will be mailed to you upon return of this form
and payment of $100 per ticket by check, money order, or credit card.

Number of Tickets: x$100= Phone: ( ) -

Name: Signature:
Address:

Email for future announcements:

Credit Card (Mastercard or Visa only) Mastercard [ | Visa [ |
Name as it appears on card: Card Number:

Expiration Date: Security Code (CVV code on back of card):
Billing address:




SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND

Updated December 31, 2025
By Peter Birckhead °73 Legacy Fund Chairman

peterbircknead@gmail.com e 713-819-1980

LEGENCY FUND PROJECT EXCEEDS GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION IN DONATIONS

Thanks to all our alumni and patrons who have generously given to the Legacy Fund. We have now, after over 10
years of fund raising, exceeded $2.2 million in cash donations, pledges, and life insurance death benefit designations
either directly to or on behalf of the SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION. Also, we have now received over 1,200 indi-
vidual donations since 2014. Thanks to all alumni and donors for making the Legacy Fund successful.

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)

$740,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Peter Worth 57 * (cash and pledge) (w/benches, WWI Monument Restoratfion, Museum Signage Package sponsorship,
Flag and Flag Pole upkeep sponsorship and SMA Eagle sponsorship) * Includes gift of $450,000 to MBU for naming of
Kable Field to SMA Worth Field

$200,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Regina and Barry Longyear ‘60 *( with/IRA Beneficiary Designation) (Longyear TDH VWIL Scholarship, bricks and Museum
Project)

Continued on page 9

4 Next Issue Deadline ) Museum
for Submissions
As the museum is not open full time, should you wish to visit during
The next issue of the Kablegram-Leader the summer months (through August), please email Arlene
is scheduled to be published in June. Nicely, or call 540-885-1309 (or cell: 540-294-1004) at least two
Please send any articles and updates to days before your visit. We will be glad to have someone here
kablegram@sma-alumni.org by Monday for you as your visit is important to us. Thank you.
N\ May 18th. Thank you! /

SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION, INC
PRESENT DAY
PAST PRESIDENTS

ARTHUR R. KLEMM, JR ‘44 FREDERICK C. BURNER ‘68 HARRY W. BRUCKNO ‘62
ROBERT R. ROSSI ‘67 THOMAS E. B. PHILLIPS 74 WILLIAM K. BISSETT ‘74

ROBERT M. COLE ‘63 WILLIAM J. KEARNS ‘74 THOMAS A. DAVIS ‘62
WALLACE P. STILZ ‘39 C. DAVID LITZENBURG ‘58 GEORGE MASTROIANNTI 73
CYRIL B. “BUTCH” AARON 57




SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND cont

$100,000 + (KABLE SOCIETY)
Bill Bissett ‘74 (cash and pledge)
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (cash and pledge)
Richard DiTraglia “50 (Gift from Last Will and Testament)
$50,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Craig Hanson 74 (with TDH Scholarship) (deceased)
Edmond R Leigh 74 (cash and pleadge)
George R. Shiarella ‘48 (SMA Scholarship)
$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Anonymous 74 *
$35,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino 75 * (with SMA Scholarship)
$25,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Dr. Thomas Kendall Brinkley PG '63 (deceased/estate)
Tilford Jones ‘76 (Life Insurance Beneficiary Designation)
$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Larry Atkinson ‘67 (SMA Scholarship) *
Carter Condon (Patfron) * (with TDH Scholarship Program)
John Conomikes "50 * ({ SMA Eagle, Brochure sponsorship
and SMA Scholarship)
Thomas A. Davis ‘62 * (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Kevin J. Gorman ‘70 * (w/SMA sponsorship)
Roger C and Kendra A Haines 72 *
Fredrick Hazlewood ‘65 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Richard Henderson '63 *
David Brooks Holstein 73 (w SMA Scholarship Program and
Class of 1973 Scholarship) *
Charles R. Jenkins ‘563 *
Robert E. Marrow 54
John Nolde ‘63 * (with Museum Project)
Tom Phillips 74 (w/bench sponsorship, Col. Wease Scholar-
ship, Class of 1973 Scholarship and in Honor of Lolo Kable
and SMA Scholarship) *
Leslie Taylor ‘66 * (W/SMA Eagle sponsorship, Col. Wease
Scholarship and Class of 1973 Scholarship, Museum Project)
Joseph Ritok ‘66 * (with Museum Project)
John (Jack) Vaughan Il ‘69 (w/bench, SMA Eagle sponsor-
ship and Class of 1973 Scholarship) *
Virginia Windley (Don) ‘70 * (w/Donald R. Windley ‘70 Schol-
arship and Museum Project)
Patricia & Herk Wolfe ‘49 (bench sponsorship/Howie Bust
sponsorship) * deceased
$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
Peter Birckhead 73 * (with SMA Class 1973 Scholarship)
Steve Bond ‘61 (w/ bench sponsorship and Class of 1973
Scholarship) *
Peter Brown ‘66 * (with SMA Scholarship)
H. Clark Cockrell ‘61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74 * (with bench sponsorship)
John Fuog 70 * (W/SMA Eagle sponsorship and Reunion
Sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ‘63 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Burdeffe Holmes ‘62 * (w/SMA columns sponsorship and
SMA Scholarship)
Hubert N. Hoffman ‘62 *
Sanford Jacobson ‘565 *
John Michael Kelly 57
George Mastroianni 73 (w/ Col. Robert H. Wease Bench
and Class of 1973 Scholarship)

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR) cont.
LTC. Conrad Mihalek ‘66 (w/SMA Scholarship and Museum
Project) *
Mark Orr 73 * (with SMA Class 1973 Scholarship)
Bob Poovey 60 *
Jim Rice ‘63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration sponsor-
ship) *
Victor Rosenberg 56 *
H. Roller Shipplett ‘67 (brochure, franscripts copy and new
websife sponsorships ) *
David A. Shipula ‘73 * (with SMA Class 1973 Scholarship)
Louis Stathis 70 *
$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ‘68 *
Stanley Lesniak ‘67 * [(with Col. Wease Scholarship)
Edward Morse 69 * (with SMA Scholarship and Class of
1973 Scholarship)
Stuart Smith ‘48 (deceaseq)
Williom Stillgebauer ‘64 *
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron) * (with SMA Class of 1973
Scholarship)
$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Anfonelli (deceased) ‘61 *
Tim Scheel ‘73 (w/brochure sponsorship and Class of 1973
Scholarship) *
$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
John Fink 73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Frederick Gambke ‘73 * (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
William (Bill) Page 73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
James H. Stevenson 58 *
Stephen L. Taylor 63 *
$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Carlos Alfredo Iraheta 73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Christopher Jones 71 *
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband Frank Lee ‘52 and
w/bench sponsorship)
John C. Lucy 76 *
Floyd Ostrom ‘62 *
Gayle Myers (Pafron) wife of Duke Myers ‘60 deceased)*
$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
David Gray Anderson ‘59 (with SMA Scholarship)
Michael Byington ‘61 * (deceaseqd)
Lucius Chapin ‘66
Albert Gossett lll '73 (with SMA Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Allen Jones ‘48 * (deceaseq)
Steve Landa 63 *
Glenn Macfadden 69 * (w/Col. Wease Scholarship)
$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Hamilton Beggs 56 *
Mark Beverage '73
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72
Wesley G. Constable 61 *
Williom Gershen 58
Charlie Drumheller ‘66 (w/Cannon Restoration sponsorship)
Peter Fail '73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Robert Horvath ‘47 *
Warren Hutton 75 *
George Jennings ‘64 (w/bench and SMA Eagle sponsorship) *
Gary Jones ‘64 (w/bench sponsorships)
Joseph Koch 63 *

Continued on page 10



SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND cont

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS) cont.

Anthony C. Korvas's69

Eric Kurre ‘73 (with Museum Project)

David Marshall '72 *

Robert Norfon ‘67 (deceased)

Donald Owens Jr. 74 PG

Dr. Pamela M. Schuler Patron

Ralph Sebrell ‘45

Peter Stark ‘50 *

Frederick Walfon ‘33

Larry Ward ‘71 * (SMA Scholarship)

$500+ (BENEFACTOR)

James Adams ‘59

Robert Bennett 45

John Browne, Jr. ‘64 (w/bench sponsorship)

Robert Cauthen '64

Michael F Corbi 62 (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Robert Digiacomo ‘69 (SMA Eagle, Brick sponsorships, SMA
Scholarship) *

Anthony Disher, Jr. '72 *

Randolph Dodge PG ‘64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Robert Flatford ‘66 *

Judiith Griffin (in memory of her husband Fred Benson Griffin '567)
Tad Hall '73 * (with Class of 73 Scholarship)

Jay Horwitt "64 (w/bench sponsorship)

Mrs. Robert Horvath (Memory of Robert Horvath ‘47)
Alexander Smith Howard 45 *

Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of Maj. Thomas
Howie) *

Peter Jones '65

Walter Kircher ‘70 (w/Brick Fund)

William Lambert '62*

Duke Myers ‘60 * (deceased)

Douglas Nunn ‘71 *

Leland K. Ozawa 61 *

William Pandak 73 * (w/Col. Wease Scholarship and Class
of 1973 Scholarship)

Troy Paul °73 (with Class of 1973 Scholarship)

Phil Peter ‘50 *

David Rhodes '72

Al Rossy ‘74 (w/bench sponsorship) *

Edmund Smith '76*

Lawrence Steele lll '61*

Jeftery Steinn Patron

Bruce Thomas ‘74 (deceased)] (w/bench sponsorship)
Peter Vloss ‘48 *

Donald Westbrook 69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)
Carl Winnefeld ‘61 *

Scoft Zabroski 73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship) *
$250+ (BENEFACTOR)

Jacqueline Armsfrong Patfron (husband Jack Armstrong ‘37)*
Robert Barksdale 75 ([deceaseq)

Thomas Broere’72 (with Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Edward Burka ‘48 *

Robert Clements ‘58 *

William Cramptfon ‘62 *

Steven Crane 74 (w/bench sponsorship)

Jerome S. Flefcher ‘47 *

David Gorwitz '73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)

COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ‘561 *

Geoffrey Hall ‘65
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$250+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.

Mark J. Hancock 62 *

Paul Heyard 72 *

Page Kable (Pafron) *

Samuel Lowe (Pafron — Jack Lowe’s son)
Harvie Martin Il ‘74

Donato Mastroianni *73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Edward McLorie ‘63 *

Gordon Milestone ‘43 *

Edward Patsch ‘63 *

Robert Piper '68

Robert E. Poust '69

Neil J. Rogers ‘69 *

John Henry Roszmann ‘60

Fredrick Shaftman ‘66

Robert Tabor 568 *

Frank Till ‘71 *

John W. Turner ‘67 *

Samuel F. Woody ‘47 (deceased) and Lee Hardin Woody
(wife) *

Lee R WooqQy ‘47 *

COL. Robert Wease (Faculty) Deceased *
Philip Yount ‘62 *

$200+ (BENEFACTOR)

Charles Angemeer Jr. '73 * (w Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Anthony Betz ‘67

Pasquale R Caiazza ‘68 (w/Col. Wease Scholarship)
Williarn Crampton ‘62

Howard E. Gibson ‘45

William Hildebrand '73

Tom Howie ‘67

Sanford Jacobson ‘55 *

Larry Lombari ‘69 (W/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Michael Lipper ‘63

Edmund Leigh ‘74

Gary Martell '69

Jeffrey Meizel ‘43

Robert R. Roths, Il '70

David Sprol ‘68

Hugh Sproul lll ‘54 (w/brochure sponsorship)

Eawin Taliaferro ‘60 *

Doris Thompson (Patron) *

David Tinker ‘69 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)

J. Warren Turner ‘67 (SMA Scholarship) *

W.J. Turner ‘67

William Truog '64 (Anna Randle Truog Mem. Fund) *

$100+ (BENEFACTOR)

Anonymous ‘62 * (w/SMA column sponsorship)

James Adams ‘59 *

Richard Alonzo 64 *

Charlie Angemeer ‘73 (with Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Darr Barshis ‘72

Richard Beaver '56

Gerald and Elizabeth Bernfeld 57 (Gerald deceaseq)
James Bond ‘51 *

Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70

Michael J. Brodey ‘55

Juage Alfred Burka '45

Leonard Burka ‘51

William Bush ‘62 (with SMA columns sponsorship)

Alan Butterworth 51 *

Continued on page 11
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$100+ (BENEFACTOR) cont,
Arthur Carey '63
Augustine Cafalano ‘47 *
John Clifford ‘67
Stephen Cockrum '65
Jose Colon ‘60
Robert R Cooke ‘62
Victor Crane ‘70
David Dana 49
Williarm Deane, Jr. '65
Robert H. Dewey Il ‘68 (w/Col. Wease Scholarship)
Jack Dickerson ‘67 (W/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
David Didawick (Pafron) (w/Col. Robert H. Wease Scholarship)
George Dunigan '64
Philip Farber 69 (W/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Allen Fisher 56 (in memory of his brother Bruce Fisher ‘49)
William Foard ‘56 *
Garth Frable Patron (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) *
N. Scoft Gardiner (Patron)
David Glye '72
Dennis Calzonetti 73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
John Graham '59
Mark Hancock '62
James Hayslip '76 *
Harry R. Heavner (Pafron) (w/Col. Wease Scholarship)
John C. Hildebrand ‘72 (deceased)
Benjamin Hudson, Jr. ‘54
Walter Johnson ‘66 * w/Brick
John Kelly ‘67 *
Lee Lawrence ‘56 (deceased)
Robert Lehman 69 (W/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Jon Levy ‘56
A Michael Lipper 563 *
Robert Major '74
William M. Meredith ‘45
Randall Melfton ‘76
SFC Kenneth Messer, Jr ‘66 *
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Stephen Newton ‘62
Russell Ogan 70 *
James Pagnotti Patron *
W. David Paul ‘71
Randal M. Pais '63
John Pennybacker '63
Richard H. Pershan ‘47
Robert A, Piper '68
Simon M. Painfer ‘568 (deceased)
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Col. Michael Quinlan 57 *
William Rartcliff, Jr '62
Robert Remaley (Patfron)
John Ricca ‘67
Norm Schenk ‘74
West Schoenfuss '73
Wayne Scholfes ‘64
Elizabeth Seaman (Patron for Husband Peter Seaman ‘50)
Robert Skrotsky ‘63
Aleida Snell (Pafron) (in honor of her husband Dale Frederick
Snell '66)
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$100+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
Alexander Spero '53
John Stfeele 52
William Stillgebauer 54
Clarence Tart '63
D. Marshall Taylor 75 *
John R. Taylor '72 *
Paftricia L Taylor (wife of Joseph J. Taylor ‘46)
Greg Thompson '65
John T Turner '67
W. John Turner ‘67 *
Paul P Vames (Patron) (Brother of Tommy Vames) (w/ Col.
Wease Scholarship)
Jeffrey Van Hyning ‘64
Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
James H. Wease (Patron) (w/Col. Wease Scholarship Funq)
Jeffery Wenzel Patron (AMA “70)
D. Eli E. White ‘63
David L. Wolfe '75
Robert Wood ‘53
Charles Youngman 55

$50+ (BENEFACTOR)
Frank Allen ‘47 (wibrick sponsorship)
Kelly Allen ‘71
William Baldwin il ‘64
Pafrick Benavides (Patron) (w/brick sponsorship)
Lawrence Brown '65
Bruce Buchanan ‘66 (w/brick sponsorship)
Carol Calawallader Patfron (in honor of Lewis Caldwallader
'65)
Ms. Terry Clark Patron (in honor of her father William Clark
48)
David Cohen '59
Shirley Crane Patfron
Don Cross ‘67 (wibrick sponsorship)
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of James Deehan 55)
John Diemer 67 *
Everette Doffermyre ‘66 *
Michelle Florio Patfron (in memory of Thomas Smith 76)
Susan Finlay Patron (brick for Lolo Kable)
Alexander Forester ‘74
Edie Jeanne Britman Goldberg (Memory of William Gold-
berg '52) Brick Purchase
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoffry Hall '64)
Kari Hanson Patron
Kim Hoffecker (brick for Charles Hoffecker ‘38 deceased)
Scoftt Holcomb '66
Ben Hollis *68 *
Ben Hudson 64
James F. Keating ‘66 PG *
Paitrick Kelley ‘72
Barbara Kerne (Patfron)
Harold C. Leach, Jr. ‘67
Carolyn Lucy (Patron) Wife of J.C. Lucy, Jr. '563
Gene Merchant '72
Alan Messer ‘68 (w/brick sponsorship) *
George C. Morgan 70 (w/brick purchase)
Dan Newman ‘60 *
Peter Oftman ‘65 (w/Howie Bust sponsorship)
Richard Parson ‘60

Continued on page 12



SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND cont

$50+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
LT Gregory Player '73
COL. Brooke Read ‘46 *
Darrell Richardson 67 *
AJ Scolio '43
Neal Smith ‘66
Michael Somers ‘65 (w/brochure sponsorship)
William Summers ‘60
Michael J. Taylor ‘50
Maj. Thomas Vames Staff (w/Col. Wease Scholarship)
Peter Velde ‘67
Jon Walker 54

Edna Wease (Patron) (Sister in Law of Col. Wease) (w/ Col.

H. Wease Scholarship)
William L. Wease (Patron) (Brother of Col. Wease) (w/ Col.
Wease Scholarship)
Eli White "63
John Yeakley ‘61
John Zack'69 *
Fish Bow! in Museum Receipts
$25+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of her husband
John Armstrong’'37)
Lee Beard '51
David Behuhn 69 (W/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)
Howard Brewer, Jr ‘47
Claude L. Crawford °57 (Faculty) *
Robert Coyner ‘49
John Diemer ‘67
Donald Deep 56
Michael Deuting '59

$§25+ (BENEFACTOR) cont,
Garth Frable, Patron (w/Col. Wease Scholarship)
Carlos Ferro 51
Douglas Goawin ‘69
John Graham '59
Sherri Greene Pafron (memory of her father Laniz Haywood '64)
Mark Hannock ‘62
Walfer Hickcock ‘54
Charles Hnilicka '48
Stanley Kaplan ‘54
Stanley Licker '55
Gregory and Paula Lockhart (Patrons) for James Jewett ‘41
Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Eaward Mann '46
Kirk Moberley ‘63 *
Michael Meyers ‘59
John Morrow ‘562
John Pennypacker, Jr '63
Hal Schweder ‘40
Randall See ‘75
Williarm Suppes, Jr. ‘45
Williarm Thomas ‘61
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
Williarm Tucker, Jr '58
United Way of Kansas City, MO Patron
Dick Unger '63

$10+ (BENEFACTOR)
Joesph McKibben ‘60
James Spencer (Patron)
Gary Waple ‘60 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

Thanks to all these alumni and patrons who have supported the Legacy Fund Project. Your donations have
helped fo ensure the memoiries, fraditions and alumni efforts are carried info perpetuity.

If interested in making a donation you can do so either by mailing a check or going online to www.sma-alumni.

org. using a credit card or Paypal.

Note.: If you don't see your name, and you have donated, please let me know. If you have donated more
than once and do not have a **" next 1o your name please let me know. Thanks!
peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 713-819-1980

SMA
REUNION

April 9-12, 2026
“The Hill”

Staunton, VA

wwrw. s ma-alomnm, orgf reunon. him

SMA KEYCHAINS
Call the Museum at 540-885-1309 for ordering.
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Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.
PO Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
PHONE: (540) 885-1309 | FAX: 1-866-950-4452 | EMAIL: SMAalumni@outlook.com

SMA Reunion 2026 (9-12 April)
Registration Form
PRINT & fill form. Mail to address or FAX to: 1-866-950-4452 or SCAN & email to: SMAalumni@outlook.com

LAST NAME: FIRST NAME: MIDDLE INITIAL: __
SMA YEAR:

ADDRESS: CITY: STATE: ZIP:

TEL: ( ) 5 ( ) ; EMAIL:

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER

SPOUSE NAME:
GUEST NAME:
GUEST NAME:
GUEST NAME:

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION

Deadline is April 3, 2026. Please take the time NOW to complete your registration form. By doing this, you will help
us plan more effectively for a successful SMA/VWIL Reunion.

Please note — lodging reservations at the Hotel 24 South (or elsewhere) must be made separately.

__ Weekend x $50/person
____ Friday Only x $50/person
______ Saturday Only x $50/person
TOTAL COST:

PAYMENT
O Check (payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)

O Credit Card: (can only accept MC/VISA) O MasterCard O VISA
Card Number:
Expiration Date:
Security Code: (CVV2 code on back of card)
BILLING ADDRESS

Name:
(exactly as written on credit card)

Billing Address: (for credit card purchases)
(must be exactly as written on CC billing statement)

ZIP:

SIGNATURE

Rev: 09242025
13-
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VWIL Alumni serving in the Army and Navy with Brig Gen Terry
and Warren Djuric at the 30th Anniversary Military Ball.

R Fg ey o)

A closer look inside the VWIL Business Center made Navy ROTC Midshipmen ready for their 3-day
possible through VWIL and SMA Alumni donations. Fall field training exercise at VMI.
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dets inside the newly renovate

VWIL nULL:s are prepari

Three senior cadets recognized for outstanding PT scores. VWIL cadets visit US Coast Guard base Portsmouth.
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VWIL nULLSs remember Lt, Sarah Small ‘02
outside the SMA-VWIL museum.

T g M 3 - L L) gy

Humpback Rock along the Appalachian Trail.
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Cadet Emilia Bonilla ‘28 from California Cadet Bonilla ‘28 and Cadet McKoy ‘28 spend Veterans Day

with WWII veterans in Staunton.

Brig Gen Djuric administers the commissioning oath to
2LT Kelly Cruz ‘25 from Corsicana, Texas on 12-17-2025.
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VWIL Corps came together for five hours of training
in the SMA Mess Hall 1-18-2026.

T et

VWIL Corps and Marching Band ready to lead nULL Koonce on the bass drum preparing
the Staunton Holiday Parade 12-1-202S. for the start of the Inaugural Parade.
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The VWIL Corps marched in the Virginia Governor Inaugural Parade on 1-17-2026.
-18-
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TAPS

Maj. Tommy P. Vames, SMA Faculty
SMA Living Legend

Tommy Pete Vames,
88, a beloved educator
and cherished member
of the Staunton com-
munity, passed away
on Tuesday, January 27,
2026, at UVA Medical

Center in Charlottes-
ville.

He was born on
September 17, 1937,

in Staunton, where he
would later build a re-
markable career dedicated to the education and better-
ment of countless students.

A graduate of Robert E. Lee High School in
Staunton, Tommy went on to receive his undergrad-
uate degree from Bridgewater College and a
master’s degree from the University of Virgin-
ia.

Tommy’s teaching journey began at the
Staunton Military Academy, where he served
for fourteen years. He then briefly taught at
John Lewis Middle School before returning
to his high school alma mater, Robert E. Lee
High School. Over the next twenty-two years,
he became a well-loved and respected figure
among students and faculty alike. Education
was not just a profession for Tommy - it was his passion
and a significant part of his life. His commitment to his
students extended beyond the classroom, as he devot-
ed summers to tutoring them at his home. Moreover,
he dedicated fifteen years to the One Child At A Time
(OCAT) tutoring program, further investing in the fu-
tures of young learners.

His legacy in education is underscored by the pro-
found impact he had on the lives and future careers of
many students. The cadet alumni of Staunton Military
Academy held a special place for him in their hearts,
often reaching out decades later to reconnect and share
meals.

Tommy’s interests outside of education were var-
ied; he was an avid fan of UVA sports, enjoyed spend-
ing time outdoors, and cherished invigorating walks in
the sun. He was known for his kindness, humility, and
consideration for others, making a lasting impression
on all who knew him. As a member of the communi-
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ty, Tommy was truly
a special person, be-
loved by many and
remembered for the
positive influence he
had on so many lives.

He was also a
long-time, devot-
ed member of the
Transfiguration
Greek Orthodox
Church in Charlot-
tesville. He loved his
church and served for numerous years as its Treasurer
and as a member of the Parish Council.

He is survived by his beloved wife, Anastasia
Kessaratos Vames; his two sons, Pete Thomas Vames and
Nicholas Frank Vames and his wife, Jaclyn; his grand-
son Alexander Vames; his brother, Paul Pete Vames and
his wife, Martha; his nephews, Geoff and Christopher
Vames; his nieces, Angela Vames Sutton, An-
nette Stamus-Stull, Stephanie DeMaurice, and
Melanie Mandros; and numerous great-nieces,
great-nephews, and cousins.

In addition to his parents, he is preceded in
death by his brother, James Pete Vames and his
sister, Jo Anne Vames Stamus.

The family received friends on February 4
at Henry Funeral Home in Staunton. A Trisa-
gion Service immediately followed the visita-
tion. The funeral service took place on Feb. 5, at
noon at the Trans-
figuration Greek
Orthodox Church
in Charlottesville
with Father Gabri-
el Henley officiat-
ing. A graveside
service was con-
ducted on Feb. 9 at
Thornrose Ceme-
tery in Staunton.

Editor’s note:
There will be a
longer article in
the next issue of
the Kablegram re-
membering Maj.
Vames.
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Harry W. Bruckno SMA ’62

Harry Walter Bruckno, 82,
formerly of Riverton, New Jer-
sey, peacefully passed away on
Saturday, August 16, 2025, in
Charlottesville.

He was born on March 12,
1943, in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, to the late Walter Harry
and Stella Julia Adulis Bruckno.

Harry graduated from
Lincoln High School before
continuing his education at Staunton Military Acad-
emy, where he proudly played football and remained
an active, devoted member of the Academy’s alumni
community throughout his life. During his time there,
he was a member of the 1961-1962 undefeated team,
which was later honored with induction into the Hall
of Fame in 2022.

He went on to play football at Memphis
University for a season, until an injury brought
his playing career to an end. Still, Harry’s love
for the game never faded. He carried that pas-
sion forward as both a coach and an enthusi-
astic fan, always cherishing the sport that had
been such a meaningful part of his life.

Beyond football, Harry found joy in life’s
simple pleasures, which brought him just as
much happiness as his accomplishments on
the field. Sunday drives with Eileen, trips to
Seaside Heights for sausage sandwiches, time on the
farm at Wild Toad Stables, beekeeping, and sharing
stories around the dining room table.

Harry went on to build a successful career as a
sprinkler fitter with Union 692 and later founded his
own business, Safe-T Fire Protection.

For nearly fifty years, Harry was a proud and grate-
ful member of the Fellowship of Alcoholics Anony-
mous. As a Friend of Bill W,, he carried the message of
hope and recovery to countless others, offering com-
passion, wisdom, and an unwavering example of living
one day at a time.

Harry is survived by his loving wife of forty-eight
years, Eileen Bruckno; his children, Kimberle, Grego-
ry, Timothy and his wife, Rachael, Elizabeth and her
partner, Troy, and Brigette; his daughter-in-law Rachel;
and he was the proud grandfather to Joshua, Grace,
Gabrielle, Aubrey, Harrison, Cooper, and Francesca.
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In addition to his parents,
he is preceded in death by his
son, Joseph Caione; his broth-
er, Ronald Bruckno; and his
in-laws, Terence and Doris
McSweeney.

He will be deeply missed
and fondly remembered by all
who knew and loved him.

In lieu of flowers, please
make donations to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital (501 St. Jude Place, Mem-
phis, TN 38105).

A memorial service was held at 2:00 PM on Sat-
urday, August 23, 2025, at Henry Funeral Home in
Staunton with Reverend Tom Collins officiating.

Stephen Bier SMA 54

BIER--Stephen ],
Died on April 9, 2022,
at age 85. Steve was a |
graduate of Yale Uni-
versity and Wharton
Business School. He
loved to ski, travel, talk
and talk some more
before COPD slowed
him down. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Mary,
brother Martin (Myrna), niece Caroline (Barry), and
nephew Joseph. Special thanks to his lifelong friends
Len, Peter, and Steve, and to his in-laws Brendan and
Jeanne, for their many calls, cards, love and support.
He loved us all and we will miss him forever.

Capt. Bill Abernathy SMA ‘68

Captain Bill Abernathy
(Abo) died peacefully at home
on August 14, 2025, after a long
illness.

Bill was born at Wright-Pat-
terson Air Force base in Day-
ton, Ohio in 1950. His child-
hood was spent as an Air Force
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brat crisscrossing the country. His family finally settled
in McLean, VA and after attending Staunton Military
Academy prep school he went on the United States
Merchant Marine Academy, at Kings Point, NY. He
graduated in 1973 with a dual degree in Nautical sci-
ences and Marine engineering. Bill went on to receive
his MBA from Houston Christian University.

His maritime career was varied. As a cadet, he
sailed off the coast of Vietnam. He worked oil rigs off
Singapore, drove tankers in the Valdez trade, managed
operations for Chevron Oil in Houston and went on
to captain heavy lift ships delivering equipment around
the world.

Bill was one of the original captains who broke
out the new class of five 2nd Lieutenant John P. Bobo
Class of Maritime Prepositioning ships (MPS) from the
Quincy, MA shipyard. The MPS squadrons are forward
deployed to support crisis response around the world.
He was a Naval Reservist serving on active duty in the
Pentagon when he was called up to command
a deployment of Marines and their equipment
bound for Desert Sheild/Desert Storm. He
stayed with his ship in Al-Jubayl, Saudi Ara-
bia harbor supporting the Coalition Forces.
While at dock an Iraqgi Scud missile impacted
in the waters about 500 yards from the ship.
Luckily, the missile did not detonate, causing
no injuries or damage to Coalition personnel
or equipment.

During his later years with the MPS squad-
rons he served in the Pacific theater out of Guam and
Saipan. He continued to sail as master on various MPS
ships until he swallowed the anchor and found a home
at U.S. Coast Guard HQ in Washington, DC, where he
worked for another 18 years.

Bill was a versatile storyteller (“This is a true sto-
ry”), a gifted vocalist who enjoyed his church choir and
portraying many characters in church musicals, includ-
ing his favorites, the Pirate King in Pirates of Penzance
and Billis in South Pacific.

Bill married the love of his life, Janet, 40 years ago.
Together they raised their son John William (J.W.) and
their daughter Dorothy Jean (D.].). He was generous
with his time and talent in working with both the Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts of America, raising up his son,
an Eagle Scout, and teaching many of his daughter’s
scout troop how to flip pancakes over an open fire.
Although often short on praise, Bill was inordinately
proud of both his children’s accomplishments. He took
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great joy in watching J.W. follow in his footsteps as a
merchant mariner, offering him tips and tricks of the
trade. He boasted of D.J’s success as

a fundraiser for cancer research and community
healthcare and cherished seeing her build a loving fam-
ily with her husband, Robbie Pradhan. Bill especially
delighted in his grandson, who quickly became one of
the few people able to steal the show from him. An avid
dog lover he was active in the Mid-Atlantic English
Springer Spaniel Rescue where he and his family saw
over 20 rescue dogs come through their home over the
years.

Bill is also survived by his son Daniel and his sister
Anne.

As Bill was known to say, “Wishing you fair winds
and following seas.”

Paul H. Thomson SMA 73

Paul Hampton
Thomson, age 71, of
Winchester, Virginia,
passed away on De-
cember 24, 2025.

He was born in
Washington, D.C. on
October 30, 1954, and

after moving from Ar- |
lington, Virginia in 1966, spent 'i
most of his formative years on
the family’s farm, Golden Acres Orchard in Warren
County, Virginia. His immediate family includes his
wife of forty years, Anna Gildersleeve Thomson, mar-
ried December 28, 1985, and three sons, Samuel Scott
Thomson of Okayama, Japan, James Walton Thomson
of Dyer, Indiana, and Augustus Timberlake Thomson
of Charleston, West Virginia.

Paul had an exuberance for life, always ready to
lend a hand to those in need and encourage others to
pursue their dreams. He lived a life marked by lead-
ership, service, and a deep commitment to his family,
friends, and community. From an early age, he tackled
tasks, challenges and adventures with confidence and
enthusiasm - traits that shaped both his professional
path and his personal life.

Paul attended Powhatan School (class of 1969) and
Staunton Military Academy (class of 1973). He earned
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a Bachelor of Arts in Religion from Washington and
Lee University in 1977 where he was a member of Phi
Kappa Psi fraternity and served as captain of the cross
country and track teams. He later returned to Wash-
ington and Lee University School of Law, earning his
law degree in 1983.

Before beginning his legal career, Paul served in the
United States Army Field Artillery, attaining the rank
of Captain. His service included assignments in Alaska
with Arctic and Mountain units, where he also served
as an intelligence officer. Following his military service,
he worked as a backcountry ranger with the National
Park Service in the Olympic National Park and com-
pleted his first year of law school in Tacoma, Washing-
ton.

Paul started practicing law in Winchester with Jo-
seph A. Massie, Jr., PC in 1985. He was elected Win-
chester Commonwealth’s Attorney in 1986 and served
four terms, until 2001 followed by private
practice as a criminal defense attorney. Over
the course of his career, he tried more than
200 felony jury trials and thousands of non-ju-
ry cases. Known for his keen sense of the law,
preparation, courtroom presence, and candor,
Paul earned the respect of colleagues, judges,
and clients throughout the region.

Music remained a constant throughout
Paul’s life. An avid musician from a young age,
he played acoustic and electric guitar, per-
formed, and supported live music for decades.
He was proud to serve as chairman of the Blues House
fundraisers in Winchester, Virginia, from 1999 to 2001,
and later served as a leader of the Winchester All Star
Blues Band. Paul was active in Winchester’s music
community over the years, playing for and supporting
numerous local events. Music was not simply a hobby
for him, it was a lifelong source of joy, connection, and
expression.

In later years, Paul dedicated himself to supporting
people and organizations in the recovery community
throughout the region. He coached an untold number
of people struggling with addiction and its effect on in-
dividuals as well as family members. This work reflect-
ed his belief in accountability, dignity, redemption and
second chances.

Above all else, Paul was a devoted family man, men-
tor, and friend. He valued hard work, personal respon-
sibility, and service to others. He loved spending time
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with family and friends on out-
door adventures such as sum-
miting mountains, ski trips out
west, especially New Mexico,
and long hikes in the Shenan-
doah Valley. Recently, he found
great joy in restoring his fami-
ly’s cottage, Cliff Side, located
in Milldale on the Shenandoah
River. Paul’s legacy will live on
through the many lives he in-
fluenced with his enthusiasm for life, compassion, and
perseverance through thick and thin, that distinctive
“PT mojo”

Paul was preceded in death by infant son, Thomas
Timberlake Thomson, his father, A.P. Thomson, and
his mother, Cliffie Adeline Thomson.

He is survived by his wife, Anna Gildersleeve
Thomson; his three sons, James Walton Thom-
son, Samuel Scott Thomson, and Augustus
Timberlake Thomson; his three brothers, Au-
gustus Pembroke Thomson, III, John Scott
Thomson, and James Stacy Thomson; as well
as extended family, friends, colleagues, fellow
musicians, and countless individuals whose
lives he touched.

A service celebrating Paul’s life was held at
Christ Episcopal Church in Winchester, Vir-
ginia on Friday, January 2, 2026, at 11:00 a.m.
followed by internment at Mount Hebron
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to
Edgehill Recovery Center 315 West Cork Street, Win-
chester, Virginia, 22601, edgehillrecovery.org, and
Friends of the Shenandoah River, Karen Anderson,
1460 University Drive, Gregory Hall, Winchester, Vir-
ginia 22601.

Dudley Brooks SMA ‘75
Passed away at Hilton Head Island, S.C.
No additional information found.
Duncan Smyly SMA 76

Hit by a car in Richmond, Va., in 2016.
No additional information found



CADET STORE

The Cadet Store is located in the SMA-
VWIL Museum in the former SMA Supply
Room. The form at right should be completed
and mailed, with your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Foundation Inc.

P.O. Box 958

Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958

You can also contact the store by e-mail at
smaalumni@outlook.com
or call (540) 885-1309 for information, leave
a message, and your call will be returned as
soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be processed by
using the form on page32. Your order will be
shipped when payment is received.

STAUNTON, VIRGINIA

Pass in Review

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only. Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas,

and other distant destinations are subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:

NOTE: All sizes are limited in stock and can be special ordered -i
QUAN. ITEM EACH TOTAL |
__ SMA 16 0unce beer glass .........cccoouvivrirrerireerreserssissiinans $10.00 $ I
____ SMAChallenge Coins $ |
L SMALAPEI PINS oo $ |
_ Baseball Caps .eeeeeeneesssesssennes .$20.00 $ |
Blue with Blue and Gold visor, round SMA Patch ............. $20.00 $ :
_ Baseball Caps ....cueereerseersensssnsssessenssenssenees .$20.00 $ |
Unstructured Hats: Blue, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering |
“Staunton Military Academy” |
__ SMADecals “STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY" in Metallic gold $20.00 $
- Mix and match those below: $ |
purchase 1 for $7.00, get 2 free: |
SMA hat shield in full color  ®  SMA Decal w/dates (1884-1976) |
16" long can be placed on car window |
T-Shirts: M-3X |
__ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) ..........cccrerevreereerennes $20.00 $ |
___ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ...........cccoveverenennes $20.00 $ |
o Navy Blue Black (front: full color hat shield,Back: $ I
Staunton Military Academy, Virginia..printed W/larger shield) ....... $20.00 $
___ Long sleeve Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) ........... $25.00 $ |
___ Long sleeve Black: (with full color hat shield patch).......... $25.00 $ |
o Long Sleeve Navy Blue _____Black (front: full color hat shield, I
Back: Staunton Military Academy, Virginia..printed W/arger shield) .......... $25.00 $ I
___ Polo (Golf) Shirts: M-3X I
____ Old Gold with cross rifles and |
Staunton Military Academy in navy blue ..............cocco...... $39.00 $ |
_ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield................... $39.00 $ |
_ Jackets: M-3X |
___ Zippered wind jacket, blue with gold stripe on sleeve |
with full color hat shield ... $45.00 $ |
- Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield (Special order) ............. $80.00 $ |
- Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .............cccccevvvevnnnne $
- Blue zip up Hoodie with full color shield $ I
__ Gray Sweat Shirt with Round SMA Patch, |
Staunton Military Academy on sleeve in blue..................... $35.00 $ |
____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle(special order) .........c.ccoueererrerennc. $40.00 $ |
Belt to fit buckles can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches(special order) $45.00 $
__ 0Old Boys belt buckle (Silver with Staunton Cadet with eagle) ... $25.00 $ I
__ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA .................ccovvveene $2.00 $ |
_ SMAShoulder PatChes ...........cccoveereverieeeeiieeeeeeeereeneeas $2.00 $ |
 BIUEBOOK (FBPFNL) .o $12.00 $ I
- DVD Disc:"A History of the Staunton Military Academy” $
Produced and Directed by Greg Robertson SMA '70 ......... $20.00 $ |
__ CD:Acollection of items related to the history of SMA |
contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus & [
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the |
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ......ccccrvvvrvrerviveeinne $20.00 $ |
I
I
I
I

Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope..... $3.00

$00.00 to $25.00 $15.00 $ |
$26.00 to $60.00 $20.00 $ |
$61.00 and above $25.00 $ |
Total $—|

Name: $ |
Address: !
City: State: ZIP: |
Telephone: ( ) E-mail: :
___________________________ _|



Staunton Military Academy

Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.

P O. Box 958, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
Telephone: (540) 885-1309
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org ¢ Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org
Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.(tax exempt) {payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation}
* One Star Membership: ($100.00 for one year, 1 September through 31 August)

* Two Star Membership: ($180.00 for two years, (10% off)

* Three Star Membership: ($240.00 for three years, (20% off)

* Lifetime Membership: ($1,000.00 for lifetime)

(Your name will be listed with other Lifetime Members on a plaque in the SMA/VWIL Museum.)
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* SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):
The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions and
alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity. Your donation helps the SMA Alumni Foundation

maintain the alumni office, Memorial Wall, archives, web site, and Kablegram-Leader.

* SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt) $
For more information on the SMA Alumni Foundation Scholarship Program, please visit our
website at www.sma-alumni.org. Your contributions are fully tax deductible.

* Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund (tax exempt):

The purpose of the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund is to support entities such as the Virginia
Women’s Institute for Leadership through educational scholarships/awards and program support.
Your contributions are tax deductible.

VWIL Educational Scholarships ( including Col. Robert H. Wease Memorial Scholarship) $
VWIL Program Support: $

PAYMENT Total: $

* Check (please see above for correct “payable to”) Billing Address:

* Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa) O Master Card O Visa (exactly as written on CC billing statement)
Card Number:

Expiration Date:

Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card)

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) Zip:

Contact Phone Number:
Email Address: @

Signature:

-24-



