
Sponsorships available – support SMAAF!
Check out the new tour option!

Reunion 2023 Teaser
By Tom Phillips ’74, Reunion Committee Chairman

Get ready because the reunion is coming!!
The 2023 SMA All-

Class Reunion, slated for 
April 14-16, is starting to 
take shape. And remem-
ber that even though the 
reunion officially starts 
on Friday, there are al-
ways “early bird Old Boys” 
who arrive in Staunton on 
Thursday (or earlier) and 
attend a Dutch Treat sup-
per somewhere in the city.

There will be some 
things old and some things 
new this coming year to 
keep things interesting. 
First look for a great key-
note speaker at the Satur-
day evening banquet – the 
event that’s always the 
highlight of the weekend.

In Connection with the Mess Hall …
Compiled by Tom Phillips ‘74

Hey, where’s the dessert??

Three meals a 
day, seven days a 
week. That’s what 
the SMA Mess 
Hall provided the 
Corps of Cadets. It 
also created a lot of 
memories.

For me, I loved 
the pineapple pie. But what has stayed foremost in my mind is 
the blessing that was given before each meal. We all remem-
ber the bell being rung by the battalion commander or adju-
tant, probably the only time the Mess Hall was quiet while ca-
dets were inside it. To this day, when asked to give the blessing 
at a meal I often use those words: Thank you, dear Lord, for 
this food and all our many blessings Amen. Rest!

Read on to get the background on the Mess Hall from 
Greg Robertson’s History of SMA and then get some stories 
from some of the Old Boys. Enjoy!

West Barracks, or The Mess Hall as it became known 
in later years, was constructed in 1912 to replace the old 
wooden mess hall. The construction was of concrete block 
in Neo-Classical architecture style. Adorned with fluted col-
umns topped by Corinthian capitals, the southwest corner 
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Ringgold Confirmed as Keynote Speaker at 2023 Reunion Banquet
Cadet Ringgold then …	 … and now.

The SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Directors announced that Timothy 
Ringgold ‘71 has agreed to attend the 2023 SMA All-Class Reunion and be our 
keynote speaker at the formal banquet on Saturday, April 15th.

Ringgold, who lives in Coatesville, Pa., is the subject of a book by his daugh-
ter, Destiny Jennifer Ringgold, entitled “Choosing the Harder Right” that tells the 
story of how he stood up to senior leadership at his beloved West Point and aided 
fellow cadets during the academy’s infamous 1976 cheating scandal. 

The book’s title, meanwhile, comes from an excerpt from the Cadet Prayer. 
“Make us to choose the harder right instead of the easier wrong, and never to be 

content with a half-truth when the whole can be won.”
He spent two years at SMA, then spent a few years of enlisted service in the U.S. Army. He entered the U.S. Military Academy 

at West Point and graduated in 1977. He enjoyed a distinguished career at the Pentagon, on Capitol Hill, and at the White House 
while serving in a variety of leadership capacities in the military, private sector, and higher education.

Continued on page 3



Wow! We are only six months 
away from our next All-Class 
Reunion April 14-16, 2023. Rest 
assured Reunion Chairman Tom 
Phillips ‘74 and Arlene Nicely are 
steadfast to provide an enjoyable 
atmosphere for alumni to catch 
up with old friends. I would en-
courage everyone to attend the 
reunion, especially if you have 
never had the opportunity to re-
turn to Staunton. 

The SMAAF Board of Di-
rectors met for our Face-to-Face 
meeting in Staunton Septem-
ber 17th. The Board is finalizing 
our Strategic Plan. As the years 

continue to rapidly pass, planning is imperative. The future of the 
Museum and the VWIL/Legacy scholarships were addressed. The 
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation continues to in-
crease the amounts of the scholarships. All can be assured that the 
Scholarships are going to deserving recipients. Having met quite a 
few VWIL Cadets and witnessing the VWIL Corps of Cadets at pa-
rades and other activities leaves no doubt “Truth Duty and Honor” 
continues to flourish on the Hill.

I would like to acknowledge and thank the entire Board of Direc-
tors for all their efforts. Our alumni can be certain the entire board 
is working very diligently. Our meeting September 17th had a 100% 
participation. Seven members were present to meet in the Museum 
and the rest of the board had taken time to zoom in or phone in from 
near and far. One member zoomed in from Italy.

I also want to extend a “hand salute” of thanks to Mark Orr ’73 
and the SMAAF Finance Committee, especially Chair Gene Ehmann 
’74 and Peter Birckhead ’73, for their diligent efforts to develop our 
Strategic Plan.

Concluding my Message from the Hill I would like to test your 
knowledge of SMA history -- questions that we should be able to 
answer correctly. Although, if you ask a child or grandchild there is a 
pretty good chance they will not have an answer. So, this may be our 
chance to pass on some SMA history.

Question 1. What 1924 SMA graduate did Winston Churchill 
declare was “the greatest fighting General of all time” and “if we had 
a dozen more like him, we would have smashed Hitler in 1942”? This 
General was also depicted in the 1968 film Devil’s Brigade.

Question 2. What 1928 SMA graduate and U.S. Senator ran for 
President in 1964 against President Lyndon Johnson?

ANSWERS on page 7.

TRUTH DUTY HONOR!
David A. Shipula SMA ‘73
President, SMA Alumni Foundation                   
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Calling on Classmates from the Class of 1973

WE ARE SO CLOSE . . . 
We’re only a few months away from celebrating the day we all graduated from Staunton Military Academy . . . 50 years ago!!! 

It’s hard to believe, but it’s real, so let’s celebrate it. Make sure you save the date (14-16 Apr 2023) and make your arrangements to 
join us in Staunton for the next SMA Reunion and our 50th anniversary. Don’t put this off . . . this may be the best last opportu-
nity for some of us to see each other.

First, we want to give our special THANKS to everyone that has contributed to the SMA Class of 1973 Truth, Duty, Honor 
Legacy Scholarship fund. We currently have pledges of $46,200 and have received $39,110. We are now only short $3,800!!! 
Our scholarship will help a VWIL/MBU cadet with a $2,000 award based on financial need. The scholarship will be re-awarded 
annually to the same VWIL cadet each succeeding year, for a maximum of four undergraduate years, providing eligibility crite-
ria continues to be met. This is a needs-based scholarship, so the dollars matter. Of note, we’ll get to meet the first scholarship 
recipient during the reunion banquet.

Second, we are calling on ALL remaining classmates that have not yet contributed to the fund to please consider helping 
us close the gap ($3,800) to reach our goal of $50,000. Since a related goal was to get 100% participation as part of this reunion 
project, we are asking for (need) everyone to consider/reconsider contributing to get us to $50K by Thanksgiving Day 2022. Your 
participation and contributions are greatly appreciated. If we can get each of you make a contribution (big or small), we promise 
this will be our last “ask,” so please help us close the gap. Peter Birckhead, George Mastroianni, Tim Scheel, Dave Shipula, and 
myself have each contributed substantially to this scholarship fund. We’d appreciate your support too. 

NEXT STEPS: 
1. Cut a check made payable to “SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.”
2. Write “Class ’73 Legacy Scholarship” in the memo line
3. Mail it to the SMA Alumni Foundation Office at: SMAAF, PO Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402

If you have any questions or want to discuss anything about this scholarship, contact: Mark Orr, markorr1@gmail.com, 757-353-1309.
Also, don’t forget to “SAVE THE DATE” for our 50th reunion next year in Staunton the weekend of 14-16 April 2023. Go to the 
SMA website reunion page for sign-up forms and lodging information.
http://sma-alumni.org/reunion/
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Reunion 2023 Teaser Cont.
As an example of something new, on Friday there will be 

an optional “a la carte” tour at the Frontier Culture Museum 
(https://www.frontiermuseum.org/), the biggest open-air liv-
ing history museum in the Shenandoah Valley. Join the group 
for a two-hour private tour (for only $9 per person!)

We still plan to kick off the official reunion with tradition-
al activities (see schedule on page 19). And don’t forget to save 
your energy for Friday night down at the Clock Tower’s Tem-
pest Bar & Lounge with “Virginia’s House Band,” The Road-
ducks, featuring drummer and front man Jay Nedry SMA ’69.

On Saturday morning before the Annual Meeting is held in 
the Mess Hall, we plan to offer a little more in terms of break-
fast items – going beyond coffee and donuts – to encourage Old 
Boys to make the trek to the Hill and attend the meeting. 

Following the Annual Meeting and SMA-VWIL parade, 
this year there will be no luncheon on the Hill and attendees 
will be free to head to their favorite restaurant in Staunton 
and enjoy an open afternoon before the banquet reception 
starts at 6 p.m. at the Hotel 24 South, formerly the Stonewall 
Jackson Hotel.

And last but not least: To help defray rising costs of the 
reunion and maximize the ability of the SMA Alumni Foun-
dation to serve Old Boys and provide scholarships to deserv-

ing VWIL cadets, this year we are seeking sponsors to help 
defray the cost of the reunion. Check out the chart below and 
consider helping your Foundation stage a great reunion.

We are looking forward to everyone having a really fun 
time at the 2023 reunion. So don’t delay – take advantage of 
the discounted early bird registration rates, sign up to attend 
the reunion, and make your hotel reservations ASAP. It not 
only will save you a few bucks, it helps Arlene Nicely, our Of-
fice Manager, and the SMA Reunion Committee better plan 
for a great weekend.

Reunion Sponsorship Opportunities
Event/Activity	 Single sponsor	 Partial sponsor
Friday Night Supper	 $2,000	 4 @ $500

Friday night entertainment	 $1,500	 3 @ $500
(The Roadducks)

Saturday breakfast	 $1,000	 2 @ $500

Saturday banquet	 $3,000	 6 @ $500

Memorial Wall wreath	 $250

Sponsorships will include signage at event and names men-
tioned with thanks at the event.

If you are interested in being a sponsor please contact Tom Phillips via email at kablegram@sma-alumni.org, or call 202.468.1956. 
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In connection with the mess hall Cont.
touched the Kable House. The north end wrapped around 
the Chemistry building and extended west.

The building contained a mess hall that seated 400, a 
separate small dining room, a large kitchen and pantry, and 
offices on the first floor. 

Initially, meals were served family style with platters of 
food being delivered by uniformed waiters. Three faculty 
apartments and cadet rooms occupied the second floor.

Sometime between 1914 and 1921, an extension to the 
mess hall was added to the west with a large stairway join-
ing the two. In 1927, the washrooms in the cadet area on the 
second floor were remodeled. In 1934, the Junior School ca-
dets were moved to the remodeled Hospital attached to the 
Skinner House and the second floor of West Barracks was 
remodeled to house the Infirmary. 

At this time, the building stopped being referred to as 
West Barracks and became simply known as The Mess Hall. 
Waiter service ended in the mess hall with a remodel in 1964 
that brought cafeteria-style service to SMA.

The mess hall part of the building is still in use by Mary 
Baldwin University as the Student Activities Center. The 
upper floors house the University’s Alumni Office. Fortu-
nately, because the building was designated as a historical 
landmark, the SMA Mess Hall sign remains above the main 
entrance to the building.

From Rich Henderson ‘63: “So, one of my most vivid 
Mess Hall recollections was seeing two cadets at third mess 
get into an argument that began to escalate into some shov-
ing. Their table was mid hall near the kitchen, so I am guess-
ing ‘D’ Company. The skirmish was quickly defused by Lt. 
Joe Moss a former Washington Redskins (DL).  He grabbed 
one in each hand, lifting the offenders by their shirt fronts 
about a foot off the floor. He held them up for a minute or so, 
while shouting something about them going on report.

It is noteworthy that the class of 1963 was the last year 
that family style meals were served in the Mess Hall. In 1964 
it became cafeteria style until the end.”

Buddy Keyser ’74, remembered that, back in 1973 when 
he had just had his hair cut in a “Mohawk” style, then Com-
mandant Capt. Ned Bonfoey stood him up before the assem-
bled corps and asked the cadets if they wanted Buddy’s style 
to be the new hair cut regulation. (Bonfoey also restricted 
him to campus until his hair grew out.)

Then there’s this from Ed Elliott ’76: Ed Newbegin’s 
post: The cook Chick I think his name was, made a beef and 
vegetable soup I wish today I had the recipe for.

And this from our alumni foundation president, Da-
vid Shipula ’73: I preface my memories by providing a little 
background of a cadet’s food situation in the early 1970s. We 
received an allowance of $5.00 a week, equivalent to $40.00 
today. Access to some type of home cooking was at least 
three months away. Being allowed to wander into town to 
spend some of your allowance on a meal was pretty much 
restricted to weekends. So, eating mess hall food was inevi-
table. Everyone probably has an opinion of which foods were 
acceptable. Although I am sure we all agree that the little 
prepackaged boxes of cereal were very consistent. Personal-

ly, I enjoyed most of the breakfast offerings. Since very few 
options existed other than the mess hall lunch and dinner 
were OK. The exception for me was meatloaf … no meatloaf 
please. Most of all I enjoyed the desserts, including most of 
the pies. 

Now my dilemma at that time. I was in great shape at 
SMA working out daily, practicing basketball, or running 
from class to class. A slice of pie should not have been dif-
ficult to burn off. But Coach thought differently and asked 
Chick not to give me any desserts other than the slice of ice 
cream once a week, which was wrapped in paper to keep the 
slices separated. I was dejected when I arrived in line for my 
pie and Chick said” Mr. Shipula, Colonel Pandak said no pie 
for you.” Luckily, I shared my story with another basketball 
player, Tom Mihalek ‘71. Tom informed me that Chick would 
really appreciate a pack of Camel cigarettes and the gesture 
could possibly solve my dessert problem. Armed with this 
information I proceeded to purchase a twenty-five-cent pack 
of Camels for Chick. I handed the cigarettes to Chick and 
as he said thank you, he pulled his apron back and put the 
Camels in his pocket. As I wound through the mess line and 
approached the lemon meringue pie, Chick was waiting and 
instructed that I was to be given two slices of pie. Chick said, 
“Don’t let the Colonel find out.”

And what better way to close out this article than these 
words from Mark Orr ’73: “While not an inside the Mess 
Hall or a food-related memory, when I heard about this call 
for stories the first thing that came to mind was the senior 
prank that we pulled a few weeks before graduation. Wan-
dering around campus after taps one night we “somehow” 
ended up finding some white paint and brushes. What to 
do, what to do? Wouldn’t it be cool to paint a big “73” on 
the asphalt right on the path every company marched over 
as they headed toward the Mess Hall? Pictured here is the 
result of our work. We want to apologize to, but also thank, 
all our fellow cadets that were made to stand in formation 
until someone ratted us out. No one did! Breakfast tasted 
really good that morning!!!”

Mission accomplished.
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In Loving Memory of Lennie Rosenbluth My Hero and Friend

In the summer of 1952 when I was 14, I decided to play Kiwanis League base-
ball in the Staunton summer league. The person in charge of the program at that 
time was a man named Jack Null, who also was the head basketball coach at SMA. 
He did an excellent job, and I am sure that he taught me a lot about baseball.

At the end of the summer when the season was almost over, I asked Mr. Null 
if he was expecting a good basketball team in the coming year. He told me that 
North Carolina was sending Lennie Rosenbluth, the top high school prospect in 
the country, to SMA to finish his senior year and play basketball. At that time, I 
decided that I was going to see him play in the coming season. 

The first game that season SMA lost to the University of Virginia freshmen 
team by two points, but they were able to turn the tables on Virginia and we defeat-
ed them in the last game of the season by nine points. 

The team went 17-1, and I went to every home game that season. The first 
home game that I attended I walked into the gym, and there was a table at the 
entrance and two men were sitting there taking admission. The price of admission 
was $1.00 so I gave them my money and they told me to go ahead and find a seat. 
When I went to the second home game the same men were taking admission, and I gave one of them $1.00. The man asked how old I was, 
and I said 15. The man asked me my name and I said Tommy Vames. He took out a piece of paper and wrote on it that Tommy Vames has free 
admission for all the remaining home games, and he handed the paper to me and gave me my $1.00 back. I said thank you and found a seat.

When I went home and told me mom that I could go to the rest of the games free she was very happy. Today we laugh at what a dollar can 
buy, but in 1953 it was pretty good money.

Lennie was phenomenal, and he could shoot from anywhere on the court. He had a beautiful hook shot. I saw him score 76 points in one 
game. As an aside, one of Lennie’s teammates was Lou Michaels, the only SMA cadet to letter in four varsity sports. Lou went on to play football 
at  Kentucky and was the number four pick in the first round of the NFL draft in 1958. He was a great kicker who played professionally for 14 
years.

On occasion Lennie would come out on the court after a game and shake hands with his fans. I always wanted to shake his hand but never 
did. Most of the fans were adults, and I guess I was intimidated.

Lennie completed his senior year in 1953 and headed to North Carolina. He had a fantastic career at UNC – his senior year in 1957 he was 
consensus first team All American, and he was named national player of the year, beating out Wilt Chamberlain for the award.

His last year he averaged 27.8 points a game, a record that still stands in Carolina basketball. UNC beat Kansas for the national champi-
onship (Chamberlain and future legendary UNC Coach Dean Smith played for Kansas) and their record for the season was 32-0. No other 
Carolina team, even with Michael Jordan, has gone undefeated for the season.

Lennie was drafted in the first round by the Philadelphia Warriors (now the Sixers). He played only two years for the Warriors. At the end 
of the 1959 season, he left pro basketball; he wasn’t playing much, and he was not happy.

In 1960 he decided to go to Florida to coach and teach History at a high school. Coincidentally I also began my teaching career in 1960; I 
signed a contract to teach Math at SMA. Lennie coached in Florida for some 35 years, and he returned to Chapel Hill in 1995.

I had almost forgotten completely about him. One day in September 2016, I was doing some volunteer work 
at the SMA-VWIL museum working along with two great people Arlene and Brocky Nicely, and I stumbled on an 
article written about Lennie and all his records when he was at SMA. I got excited and I went over and asked Arlene 
if she invited Lennie to the annual reunions and she said yes, but he doesn’t usually reply. I asked her if she would give 
me his number, and would it be all right to call him, and she said yes. 

I called Lennie in late September, and when he answered I told him that I was Tommy Vames, and that I saw him 
play every game that he played at SMA. He replied that he didn’t think anyone was alive that saw him play at SMA. I 
told him I was 78 and still alive. We had a wonderful conversation and he told me he had good memories of this year 
at SMA. He named every player on the team and what each player contributed to the team. He told me about the time 
his parents came to visit him by train, and how much they liked Staunton. At the end of our conversation, I invited 
him to the April 2017 reunion, and told him who to contact. 

Right before Christmas 2016 Lennie called me and he said, “Tom, I am coming to the reunion.” He said that he 
was coming on Friday and leaving on Sunday. I was excited, to say the least.

On Friday night of the reunion a dinner was being held in the SMA Mess Hall. My wife, Tessie, and I got there a 
little early that night waiting for his arrival. I remember when he walked into the Mess Hall – he looked like a giant! 
He and his wife Dianne went and sat at one of the tables. I nervously went to his table and introduced myself to him. 
He got up from his chair and he said, “Oh, you are the one I have talking to!” I asked him if Tessie could take a photo 
of me shaking his hand and he said surely.

In 2017 I finally got to shake Lennie’s hand, after 64 years. He also returned to the 2018 reunion with his wife and 
was the main speaker at the Saturday evening banquet. He gave a tremendous speech. 

From 2017 until Lennie passed away in 2022, we had become good friends.

By Major Tommy Vames (Retired SMA faculty and an SMA Living Legend)

Two basketball enthusiasts: Maj. Tommy Vames and Old 
Boy Lennie Rosenbluth. Guess which one was the player

The future Tar Heel 
star at SMA in 1953.
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News and Notes
Corrections

1)In the June 2022 issue of The Kablegram-Leader, the page one story on the reunion incorrectly attributes the com-
ments about Maj. Vames to Craig Hanson ‘74. The letter was written by SMAAF board member Al Rossy ’74 and 
refers to a letter Al’s mother had written to Maj. Vames asking him to keep an eye on her son following the death of 
Al’s father. 

2) In the photo cutline at the bottom of page 9, “Al Rossy ‘74” should be Mike Langley, ’72.

The editor regrets these errors.
TEBP

Gentle Reminder to Old Boys about Membership Support

It’s a new fiscal year for the SMA Alumni Foundation, so dues are due!
The SMAAF fiscal year begins on September 1 and ends August 31.
Membership dues can be paid in various increments, from $100 for a single year all the way up to a lifetime member-
ship for $1,000.
Unfortunately, only 199 (most of them Life Members) of the more than 1,000 Old Boys who receive the Kablegram 
have paid dues, which proportionally places the burden for covering the foundation’s operating expenses on a very 
small group.
 So, when you get to the back page of this issue of The Kablegram, please use the form and join or rejoin the list of folks 
who help keep our foundation running. Thank you!

Scott Groseclose, SMA ‘75

THE BENEFITS OF SMA 50 YEARS LATER
By Scott Groseclose, ‘75

September 1, 1972, was my first day at Staunton Military Academy ... I was 15 years old. 
I can’t believe that was 50 years ago!
HALF A CENTURY!
Last night I changed my sheets and had a smile on my face as I made hospital corners.
Last week I was preparing to go to a business function, and I got a smile on my face as I was 
brushing my shoes.
As the photographer was taking a picture of me and my associates in the Wynn Hotel ballroom, I 
had a smile on my face as I adjusted my zipline, making sure my belt buckle and the bottom but-
ton on my shirt were lined up and I did a quick military tuck on both sides of my shirt.
While I was folding my laundry a few days ago, I had to chuckle as I made a perfect smile with 
each pair of socks!
Yes, after 50 years I still benefit every day in so many ways from my years at SMA!
Salute to the Hill and to all my fellow Old Boys. Want to share your thoughts? 
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News and Notes Cont.
Tony Shipula ‘74 Visits Grave of Major Howie

On August 29th, Tony Shipula ’74 visited the Normandy 
American Cemetery to visit the grave of Major Thomas D. 
Howie, “The Major of Saint Lo” and former instructor at 
SMA. According to Tony, he participated in a wreath-lay-
ing ceremony and was given sand from Omaha beach to 
rub into Major Howie’s stone. Tony donated the French 
and American flags seen in the photo to the SMA-VWIL 
museum. He noted that Major Howie is one of a dozen 
American soldiers in the cemetery visitors center that is on 
display and recognized for sacrifice.

Good-by Pal
(From 1913 SMA Blue and Gold Yearbook)
Old Pal, the school year’s over,
	 And I am homeward bound,
But I never shall forget you,
	 Or this old Virginia town.
Through the Summer and the Autumn,
	 Or the winter, or the fall,
You will be the one great object,
	 You my Pal, the best of all.
I will dream of dear old Staunton,
	 Think of days gone by so dear,
But in all my dreams of Staunton
	 You will always be quite near.
Well I hear the train a coming,
	 I must say farewell to you;
May you always be quite happy;
	 May your skies be clear and blue.	
			   BOYKIN

Next Issue Deadline
Suspense for the Winter 2023 issue of the Kablegram-Lead-
er is Friday, January 27, 2023. We plan to publish the issue 
in February. Please email any ideas, suggestions you have 
for the newsletter to kablegram@sma-alumni.org .

Answers to questions in 
“Reflections from the Hill”

1. Gen. Robert T. Frederick

2. Barry Goldwater

Two Old Boy Descendants Earn SMA Legacy Scholarships
By Burdette Holmes ‘62

This was the sixth year of the Staunton Military Academy Legacy Scholarship Program.  It was established in 
2016 as one of the precepts of the SMA Legacy Fund.  For the first five years, the program was open to all high 
school graduates, and the foundation awarded four $1,500 scholarships to deserving high-school seniors, 
without regard to their relationship to SMA alumni.  After the scholarship selections were made in 2021, the 
SMA Foundation Board of Directors reviewed the program and made three major changes.  Beginning in 
2022, the rules were changed as follow:
	 1. All applicants must be a direct descendant of an SMA alumnus.
	 2. The number of scholarships was reduced from four to two.
	 3. The amount of each scholarship was raised from $1,500 to $2,500.   

Continued on page 10

Hold the Dates: 
SMA All-Class Reunion 

April 14-16, 2023!
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Raffle results
SMA Raffle passes 10-year mark – Winners keep on celebrating!

It was 10 years ago that Al Rossy ’74 suggested to SMA’s Board of Directors that it initiate a raffle at the annual reunion 
– and the rest is history.

To date, some 69 Old Boys have benefited from $57, 648 in raffle winnings.

The upcoming drawing scheduled for April 15 at the 2023 SMA All-Class Reunion will be the 11th time Old Boys get 
the chance to participate in “legalized gambling,” win some money, and help the SMA Alumni Foundation as well. The 
foundation benefits because 50 percent of the funds from ticket sales go to help the alumni organization carry out its 
programs and activities.

We reached out to the first winner of the raffle, Walter (Chuck) Kurcher ’70 for his thoughts on his big win, and here’s 
what he had to say. 

“First of all just before the ticket was drawn, I told my wife, Jack Vaughan and his wife Carol, that one of us was going 
to win some money tonight. So when the ticket was drawn and my name was called I was definitely surprised and Jack 
said you are really lucky and you were right one of us at this table was going to win some money. I bought one ticket.  
Jack asked me, did you get your ticket yet when he saw Al go by just before we formed up to march down the hill. I had 
no strategy whatsoever. I put the money aside for our grandchildren. I have always bought one ticket each year. Now, 
an interesting fact about my winning ticket number #168. That night after we went to bed I woke up about 2:00AM 
and I told my wife there is something about this number, but I can’t figure it out.  Then all of a sudden it came to me. 
1=January and 68=1968. I started at SMA as a Mid Year Cadet January of 1968, so I guess you would say that was my 
lucky number and I was meant to win. “ 

Below are the Old Boys and others who have been winners in the Annual Reunion Cash Raffle. Check out the page 
elsewhere in the newsletter for more information and how you can participate!
RAFFLE 2013
WALTER KIRCHER, ’70; BLUE MCONALD ’73; JOHN LUCY ’76; JOHN PAUL KETELS ’63; HEIDI CURIE; BRET 
RITCHIE; ROBERT BARKSDALE ’75; RALPH SEBRELL ’45; WALTER HALUN; BARB AND DON SPRANKLE
RAFFLE 2014
TOM WILKINSON; BOB PARRINO; ROBERT BRITTINGHAM; ED SMITH; ELI WHITE; JASON MAGAR; JOHN 
ANTONELLI; ROBERT POOVEY; MARYELL CHARLES
RAFFLE 2015
STUART SMITH; GALE MYERS; JOSEPH GARNER; STANLEY LESNIAK; PHILLIP FARBER; LESLIE TAYLOR; 
JAMES JORDAN; PETER BIRCKHEAD
RAFFLE 2016
PHILIP FARBER; JOHN NOLDE; JOSEPH GARNER; COL. JACK FINCHAM; ROBERT PARKER; STUART SMITH; 
BARBARA SPRANKLE; PETER BROWN; PETER WORTH
JOHN NOLDE
REUNION 2017
BARRY AND REGINA LONGYEAR; PETER BROWN; JOSEPH GANNEN; BRYAN HORNEY; CHUCK KIRCHER; 
HARRY BROERE; BURDETTE HOLMES; DENNIS OLIVER; PHILIP FARBER; BILL CRAMPTON
REUNION 2018
ARLENE NICELY; JACK VAUGHAN; BEN LAZAR; PHILIP FARBER; WILLIAM CLARY, JR.; DON KING; PETER 
BROWN; JACK DALBO; JOHN WEITZEL; LUCAS HEINZ
REUNION 2019
W. DAVID PAUL; LUCAS HEINZ; STUART SMITH
REUNION 2020 & 2021 COMBINED RAFFLE (COVID impacted)
EDWARD H. MORSE; THOMAS B. HAYNIE; WESLEY G. CONSTABLE
REUNION 2022
GEOFFREY STETSON; VIRGINIA WINDLEY; RALPH TORRACO
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One 1st Prize: 34% of receipts ($5,100)
One 2nd Prize: 10% of receipts ($1,500)

One 3rd Prize: 6% of receipts ($900)

Only 150 Tickets Sold! --- Cost per Ticket $100
ALL PRIZES ARE GUARANTEED

Drawing is on April 15, 2023
from 6pm to 10pm

Hotel 24 South
---------

You do not have to be present 
to win

Mail with Check or Money Order to:     Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation 
P.O. Box 958. Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309 
Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org Website: http://sma-alumni.org

Total Donation: $100 per Ticket. Tickets will be mailed to you upon return of this form and payment of $100 
per ticket by check, money order, or credit card

Number of Tickets:__________ x $100 =__________ 
Name:__________________________________________ 
Address:________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone:______________________________         Signature:___________________________
Email (for future announcements):___________________________________________________________
Credit Card (MasterCard or Visa only) Billing Address (for credit card)

Card Number:____________________ ___________________________
Expiration Date:__________________ ___________________________
Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card):____________________ ___________________________

Name (as it appears on credit card):___________________________ ___________________________

VisaMaster Card
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This year we received a total of 11 applications, nine from SMA granddaughters and two from SMA 
grandsons.  Picking the two scholarship recipients was very difficult.  

The SMA Alumni Foundation and the Scholarship Committee have selected Ms. Phoebe Cohen of New 
York, NY (granddaughter of Richard Pershan, SMA ’47) and Ms. Evelyn Stillgebauer of Auburn, WA (grand-
daughter of William Stillgebauer, SMA ’64 and great-granddaughter of Henry Stillgebauer, SMA ’30).  

Our thanks and best wishes in the future to all those who applied, and our congratulations to the two 
young women who, by this action, have joined our community. Each of them will help perpetuate the legacy 
of Staunton Military Academy, its heritage, and its core values of “Truth, Duty and Honor.” The two winners 
have provided a picture and short biography to introduce themselves (see below).

Phoebe Cohen was born and raised in New York City.  She 
graduated in June from The Brearley School and is matriculating 
this fall at Yale College where she considering a major in Ethics, 
Politics, and Economics.  Phoebe has worked for a variety of 
not-for profit organizations and has a particular interest in food 
insecurity.  She is a soccer player and competitive squash player.  
Phoebe also lives just a few blocks away from her grandfather 
Richard Pershan, who graduated from SMA in 1947.

 

Evelyn Stillgebauer is a recent high school graduate from Fed-
eral Way, WA who will be attending the University of Arizona 
in Tucson. There she will pursue her Bachelor of Architecture 
degree with the goal of becoming a licensed architect. She gradu-
ated high school as a full IB candidate, a three-season varsity ath-
lete, and the captain of her school’s robotics club. In her free time, 
Evelyn likes to play video games, draw, read, and spend time with 
friends and family (particularly SMA Alumnus, William Stillge-
bauer).  

Thank you so much for the scholarship, I appreciate it a lot.

Evelyn Stillgebauer

SMA Legacy Scholarships Cont.



-11-

SMA Legacy Scholarships Cont.

Note from Richard Pershan ’47:
I am forwarding some photos of my granddaughter Phoebe Cohen, who is a freshman at Yale College and the 
recipient of a merit scholarship awarded by the SMA Alumni Foundation to a high school senior chosen from among 
the  descendants of SMA graduates. I am the graduate, having been in the class of 1947. Phoebe is the girl in the red 
dress standing with her mother (my daughter Julia) and with the President of Yale University, Peter Salovey. The oc-
casion was Yale’s opening day earlier this month when Phoebe moved into her room in the Farnham Hall dormitory.
You might already have another photo of Phoebe because she was asked to supply one for publication in the Kable-
gram in connection with a forthcoming article about the awarding of the scholarship.
Phoebe was graduated in May from the Brearley School, here in New York, which was also the school that her mother 
and her grandmother (my late wife, Kathryn) attended. In addition, Phoebe is following in another tradition - both 
Julia and I went to college at Yale.
Regards from Richard
 

SMA Legacy Scholarship Extensions: 2022

All four winners from 2021 requested their $1,000 extension.
	 Spencer Krebs, Mississippi State ‘25
	 Connor Kimhong Kangheng, Mississippi State ‘25
	 Mary Claire Brown, Samford University ‘25
	 Kate Nolde, Virginia Tech ‘25

Three of the four winners from 2020 requested their $500 extension
	 Benjamin Powell, Texas A&M ‘24
	 Emma Kurtz, University of Pittsburg ‘24
	 Daneel Konnar, University of Mississippi ‘24

Cadet Pershan in 1947
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Tsu-Chang Kwan’s granddaughter, Zheu Groug Guan, visited the SMA-VWIL museum on June 30th, and gave this 
write up to us that was written on the 50th anniversary (1963) of Tsu-Chang Kwan’s graduation in 1913. She stated that 
her grandfather was the first SMA cadet from China. 
 His granddaughter was so pleased to be able to see where her grandfather went to school, and she left with informa-
tion of Tsu-Chang Kwan’s stay here from the yearbook and his transcript. This was published in the May 10, 1963, 
Kablegram and saved by him for many years.
Tsu-Chang Kwan graduated from SMA in 1913. He later studied at Wharton School of Finance in Philadelphia and 
graduated with a degree in civil engineering from Renssalaer Polytechnic Institute. Returning to China in 1918, he 
became a railroad engineer. Later he was director of public works in Wuchow where he installed the city’s first modern 
water supply system. In 1933, he became a technical expert in the Ministry of Railroads. He retired in 1948. 
 

Memories on my 50TH Anniversary of Graduation
By Tsu-Chang Kwan

Unworthy
I felt myself unworthy of the praise and esteem of the faculty and of 

my classmates and schoolmates as well. Yet they all had great faith in me, 
so nothing do I value more than their good wishes. Nor do I struggle for 
anything harder than for the fulfillment of these. Whenever I live up to their 
expectations, I feel as if a duty had been performed. I have always taken 
great pride in being a graduate of SMA, one of the most distinguished mili-
tary academies in the U.S.A. Onward have I been struggling in life, always to 
maintain a good record and always happy and gay. 

At Age 20
On my graduation, I was merely a twenty-year-old youth. I will be sev-

enty years of age in 1963, next year, which is coincidentally half a centu-
ry after my graduation. Lucky is he who can visit his alma mater to attend 
the 1963 Class graduation commencement, because to return to one’s alma 
mater after 50 years is considered by the educational circles the greatest of 
honors. However, I shall not be revisiting America, for I am getting old and 
feeble. To cross the Pacific alone in this state is not advisable. Furthermore, 

application to go abroad and admission into the United States, involves a lot of trouble. So, I am sending this verse 
from this shore of the great Pacific, conveying my sincerest respect and wishes for my alma mater to advance towards 
even brighter prospects. 

Memories
Briefly I recall a few memorable things in the academy. And mention many striking figures on the board of faculty 

during my school days in SMA from autumn of 1911 to my graduation in 1913.
Well, I do remember the grand old gentleman, Captain Wm. H. Kable, SMA’s founder and its first principal. Next 

comes his son the able commandant, Colonel Wm. G. Kable whose efforts made the academy’s growth possible. And 
then there was the headmaster, Major T. H. Russell, who had much to do with the curriculum of the school; and his 
brother, the Commandant of Cadets, Captain T. G. Russell who gate “beats” which all cadets feared and grumbled. 
And there was Captain Sutherland, the learned instructor of Physics and Chemistry who demonstrated experiments 
clearly in the laboratory. And there was Captain Seizer who often asked, “Parlez-vous Francais in class.

Reprint from May 1963 Kablegram
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Reprint from May 1963 Kablegram Cont.

 The good-natured, hunch-backed shorty Captain Steve taught us Literature, both in American and English. He 
used to praise me, a Chinese for having at the time a good command of the English and for coming all the way from 
distant China at so young an age to study in America. Captain King was in charge of the academy’s Y.M.C.A. where 
novels and newspapers were read, and chess and checkers were played. The academy’s kitchen was spacious, clean and 
it was well equipped with all kinds of facilities. So was the dining hall, where we ate breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Each 
table was headed by one of our teachers to see that cadets observed good table manners. Fresh meats and vegetables 
were kept in refrigerators. Cereals and milk, bread and butter and well-prepared food were also served. A well-bal-
anced diet made us, teachers, and cadets alike, stronger.

The academy’s infirmary was managed by a trained nurse whose name I no longer remember. There were many 
others on the board of faculty whose names I can’t recall either, but they were the cadets’ kind friends and teachers.

Character
As the saying goes, “All skyscrapers are built from the ground.” A man of character should be adaptable and 

all-rounded. I was a high private in the rear rank of Company “C;” the captain was our beloved Cadet Captain Moody. 
I observed discipline and submitted to “training” seriously which was good for us cadets, indeed. Subsequently, 
throughout my life, military discipline and training had on me a great influence and bearing. One is sure to become a 
good citizen. I also wish to thank all my classmates and schoolmates with whom I reciprocated friendship and sympa-
thy during my two years’ stay in the academy. Their good fellowship will always be a pleasant memory. It will always 
be something I value greatly.

Lost Contact
Only one thing I very much regret, and that is after receiving my civil engineer’s degree from the Rensselaer Poly-

technic Institute in 1918 and returning to China, my beloved country, I failed to keep up a correspondence with my 
American friends because of the pressure of my work and other reasons. And as the years went by, writing to them 
presented even more difficulty because I knew less and less about them and they about me. However, as the saying 
goes, “It’s better late than never,” which is so true. Hence this verse in memory of my graduation 50 years ago which 
may be considered well or badly written is sent to you. 

Yearbook
Each year the senior class publishes their yearbook which was formally called “Blue and Gold” in honor of the 

colors of the SMA emblem so elegant and so noble. Looking back over the 1913 yearbook published 50 years ago, you 
find therein my first verse in English told. Now the yearbook is called “Shrapnel.” Do publish them upon your approval 
in the 1963 issue of the “Shrapnel”. I shall be most thankful if you do me this favor. My gratitude to you, my alma mater.

“Hurray, we have good reason to rejoice, the Staunton Military Academy was founded in 1860. Two years ago in 
1960 its centennial was celebrated. I am sorry to have not sent my congratulations belated. Though I have never forgot 
my happy life at SMA. Indeed, happy memories of those days have always remained alive, and they have grown dearer 
and dearer to me as the years roll by.

 Oh, SMA, my alma mater, how long you have grown and advanced, indeed since 1913, my graduation, in a period 
of half a century! From the academy’s 1944 catalogue which I received, I learned there have been numerous construc-
tions, the North Barracks, Kable Hall, Memorial Hall, the Industrial Building, plus many other new improvements 
and additions. 

All this proves, the SMA, my alma mater, is on “forward march” forever. 
 Com---pan---y Attention, Forward March!”  Still rings in our alumni’s ears. Oh, let us all rejoice! Clap, clap all our 

hands! Singing aloud together: “We salute thee, our alma mater, the Staunton Military Academy, Staunton, Virginia.

ATTENTION: FORWARD MARCH! ADVANCE FORWARD FOREVER!”
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND

$500,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Peter Worth ’57 * (cash and pledge) (w/benches, WWI 
Monument Restoration, Museum Signage Package 
sponsorship, Flag and Flag Pole upkeep sponsorship 
and SMA Eagle sponsorship) * Includes gift of $450,000 
to MBU for naming of Kable Field to SMA Worth Field

$200,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 *(IRA Beneficiary Des-
ignation) (Longyear TDH VWIL Scholarship and bricks)

$100,000 + (KABLE SOCIETY)
Bill Bissett ’74 (cash and pledges) *
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (Cash and pledge) *
Richard DiTraglia ’50 (Gift from Last Will and Testament)

$50,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Craig Hanson ’74 (deceased) 
Edmond Leigh ’74 (pledge) 
George R. Shiarella ’48 (SMA Scholarship)

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Anonymous ’74 *

$35,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino ’75 * (with SMA Scholarship)

$25,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Dr. Thomas Kendall Brinkley PG ‘63 (estate) 
Tilford Jones ’76 (Life Insurance Beneficiary Designation)

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Larry Atkinson ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
John Conomikes ’50 * ( SMA Eagle, Brochure sponsor-
ship and SMA Scholarship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 * (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 * (w/SMA sponsorship)
Roger C and Kendra A Haines ‘72
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Richard Henderson ‘63 *
David Brooks Holstein ’73 (w /SMA Scholarship Program 
and Class of 1973 Scholarship)  *
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship, Col. Wease 
Scholarship and in Honor of Lolo Kable) *
Leslie Taylor ’66 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship and Col. 
Wease Scholarship) 
John (Jack) Vaughan III ’69 (w/bench and SMA Eagle 
sponsorship) * 
Patricia & Herk Wolfe ’49 (bench sponsorship/Howie 
Bust sponsorship) * deceased

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Carter Condon (Patron) *
John Fuog ’70 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Burdette Holmes ’62 * (w/SMA columns sponsorship 
and SMA Scholarship)
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 * 
Sanford Jacobson ’55 * 
Charles R. Jenkins ’53 *
George Mastroianni ’73 (w/ Col. Robert H. Wease
Bench & Class of 1973 Scholarship)
John Nolde ‘63*
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration spon-
sorship) *
Joseph Ritok ’66 *
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *
H. Roller Shipplett ’67 (brochure, transcripts copy and 
new website sponsorships ) *
Virginia Windley (Don) ’70 * (w/Donald R. Windley ‘70 
Scholarship)

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Peter Brown ’66 * (with SMA Scholarship)
Stuart Smith ‘48
Louis Stathis ‘70 *

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli (deceased) ’61*
Peter Birckhead ’73 * (with SMA Class 1973 Scholarship) 
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74*
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ’68 *
Ed Morse ‘59 
Mark Orr ’73 *(with SMA Class 1973 Scholarship) 
Tim Scheel ’73 (w/brochure sponsorship and Class of 
1973 Scholarship) *
David Shipula ’73 * (with SMA Class 1973 Scholarship) 
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron) * (with SMA Class 
1973 Scholarship)

Updated as of September 15, 2022

By Peter Birckhead ‘73   l   peterbirckhead@gmail.com   l    713-819-1980

LEGENCY FUND PROJECT EXCEEDS GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION IN DONATIONS
Thanks to all of our alumni and patrons who have generously given to the Legacy Fund. We have now, after over 8 years of 

fund raising, exceeded $2.0 Million in cash donations, pledges, and life insurance death benefit designations either directly to or 
for the behalf of the SMA AF. 

ALSO WE HAVE NOW RECEIVED OVER 1000 INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS SINCE I STARTED RAISING MONEY 
FOR THE LEGACY FUND IN 2014. THANKS TO ALL ALUMNI AND DONORS FOR MAKING THE LEGACY FUND SO 
SUCCESSFUL.

Please consider a donation and make it today either by mailing a check or going on line to www.sma-alumni.org., using a credit 
card or Paypal.

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
John Fink ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Frederick Gambke ’73 * (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship) 
LTC. Conrad Mihalek ’66 (w/SMA Scholarship) * 
William (Bill) Page ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Stephen L. Taylor ’63 *

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Christopher Jones ’71 * 
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband Frank Lee ’52 
and w/bench sponsorship)
Floyd Ostrom ’62 *
Stanley Lesniak ’67 * (with Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of Duke Myers ’60 de-
ceased)*

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
David Gray Anderson ’59 (with SMA Scholarship)
Michael Byington ’61 * (deceased)
Lucius Chapin ‘66
Albert Gossett III ’73 (with SMA Class of 1973 Scholarship) 
Allen Jones ’48 * (deceased)
James H. Stevenson ’58 *

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Hamilton Beggs ‘56
Mark Beveridge ‘73 
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72 
Wesley G. Constable ’61*
William Gershen ‘58
Charlie Drumheller ’66 (w/Cannon Restoration spon-
sorship) 
Peter Fail ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Robert Horvath ’47 * (deceased)
Warren Hutton ’75 *
Carlos Alfredo Iraheta ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholar-
ship) 
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench and SMA Eagle spon-
sorship) *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)
Anthony C. Korvas’59 
Steve Landa ’63 *
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67 (deceased)
Ralph Sebrell ’45
Peter Stark ’50 *
Frederick Walton ‘33
Larry Ward ’71 * (SMA Scholarship)

$500+ (BENEFACTOR)
James Adams ‘59 
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Michael F. Corbi ’62 (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Robert Digiacomo ’69 (SMA Eagle, Brick sponsorships, 
SMA Scholarship) * 
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Robert Flatford ’66 *
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband Fred Benson 
Griffin ’57)
Tad Hall ’73 *
Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)

$500+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
Mrs. Robert Horvath (Memory of Robert Horvath ’47)
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of Maj. Thomas 
Howie) *
Peter Jones ‘65 
Walter Kircher ’70 (w/Brick Fund) 
William Lambert ’62*
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Glen Macfadden ’69 * (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Duke Myers ’60 *
Douglas Nunn ’71 *
Leland K. Ozawa ’61 *
William Pandak ’73 * (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Troy Paul ’73 (with Class of 1973 Scholarship) 
David Rhodes ‘72
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Edmund Smith ‘76
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Peter Voss ’48 *
Donald Westbrook ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

$250+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong Patron (husband Jack 
Armstrong ’37) *
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
Edward Burka ’48 *
Robert Clements ’58 *
Bill Crampton ’62 * 
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Anthony Disher, Jr. ’72 *
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
David Gorwitz ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship) 
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ’51 *
Geoffrey Hall ‘65
Mark J. Hancock ’62 *
Paul Heyard ’72 * 
Page Kable (Patron) *
Harvie Martin III ‘74
Donato Mastroianni ‘73 
Edward McLorie ’63 *
Gordon Milestone ’43 *
Edward Patsch ’53 *
Phil Peter ’50 *
Robert Piper ‘68
Robert E. Poust ‘69 
Neil J. Rogers ’69 *
Fredrick Shaftman ‘66
Lawrence Steele III ‘61*
Robert Tabor ‘58 *
Frank Till ’71 *
John W. Turner ’67 *
Carl Winnefeld ’61 *
Samuel F. Woody ’47 (deceased) and Lee Hardin 
Woody (wife) *
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty) (deceased )*
Philip Yount ’62 *
Lee P. Woody ’47 *
Scott Zabroski ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
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$200+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anthony Betz ‘67
Pasquale P. Caiazza ’68 (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
William Crampton ‘62 
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
Tom Howie ‘67
Sanford Jacobson ’55 
Joseph Koch ’53 *
Larry Lombari ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Michael Lipper ‘53 
Gary Martell ‘69
Jeffrey Metzel ‘43 
Robert R. Roths, II ‘70
Hugh Sproul III ’54 (w/brochure sponsorship)
Doris Thompson (Patron) *
J. Warren Turner ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
W.J. Turner ‘67
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog Mem. Fund) *

$100+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anonymous ’62 * (w/SMA column sponsorship)
Charles Angemeer Jr. ’73 (w Class of 1973 Scholarship) 
James Adams ’59 *
Richard Alonzo ’64 *
Darr Barshis ‘72
Richard Beaver ‘56
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57 (Gerald deceased)
James Bond ’51 *
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
William Bush ’62 (with SMA columns sponsorship)
Alan Butterworth ‘51 *
Dennis Calzonetti ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Arthur Carey ‘63
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
John Clifford ‘67 
Jose Colon ’60
Robert P. Cooke ‘52
Victor Crane ‘70
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Robert H. Dewey III ’68 (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Jack Dickerson ’67 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
David Didawick (Patron) (w/Col. Robert H. Wease 
Scholarship)
George Dunigan ‘64
Philip Farber ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Allen Fisher ’56 (in memory of his brother Bruce Fisher ’49)
William Foard ’56 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
David Glye ‘72
John Graham ‘49
Mark Hancock ‘62
James Hayslip ’75 *
Harry R. Heavner (Patron) (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
John C. Hildebrand ‘72
Benjamin Hudson, Jr. ‘54 
Walter Johnson ’66 * w/Brick
John Kelly ‘57
Lee Lawrence ‘56

$100+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
Robert Lehman ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Jon Levy ‘56
A Michael Lipper ’53 *
William M. Meredith ‘45
Randall Melton ‘76
SFC Kenneth Messer, Jr ’66 *
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Stephen Newton ‘62
Russell Ogan ’70 *
James Pagnotti Patron * 
W. David Paul ‘71 
Randal M. Pais ‘63 
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
William Ratcliff, Jr ‘62
Robert Remaley (Patron)
John Ricca ‘67 
Norm Schenk ‘74 
West Schoenfuss ‘73 
Wayne Scholtes ‘64
Elizabeth Seaman (Patron for Husband Peter Sea-
man ’50)
Robert Skrotsky ‘63
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her husband 
Dale Frederick Snell ’56)
Alexander Spero ‘53 
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
Edwin Taliaferro ’60 *
Clarence Tart ‘53
D. Marshall Taylor ‘75
John R. Taylor ‘72
Patricia L Taylor (wife of Joseph J. Taylor ’46)
Greg Thompson ‘65
David Tinker ’69 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John T. Turner ‘67
W. John Turner ’67 *
Paul P. Vames (Patron) (Brother of Tommy Va-
mes) (w/ Col. Wease Scholarship)
Jeffrey Van Hyning ‘64
Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
James H. Wease (Patron) (w/Col. Wease Scholar-
ship Fund) 
D. Eli E. White ‘53
David L. Wolfe ‘75
Robert Wood ‘53
Charles Youngman ‘55 

$50+ (BENEFACTOR)
Frank Allen ’47 (w/brick sponsorship)
Kelly Allen ‘71
William Baldwin III ‘64
Patrick Benavides (Patron) (w/brick sponsorship)
Lawrence Brown ‘65
Bruce Buchanan ’66 (w/brick sponsorship)
Carol Caldwallader Patron (in honor of Lewis 
Caldwallader ‘55)

SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.
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$50+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
Ms. Terry Clark Patron (in honor of her father William 
Clark ’48)
David Cohen ‘59
Shirley Crane Patron 
Don Cross ’67 (w/brick sponsorship)
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of James Deehan ’55)
John Diemer ’67 *
Everette Doffermyre ’66 *
Garth Frable Patron (w/Col. Wease Scholarship 
Susan Finlay Patron (brick for Lolo Kable)
Alexander Forester ‘74
Edie Jeanne Britman Goldberg (Memory of William 
Goldberg ’52) Brick Purchase
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoffry Hall ’64)
Kim Hoffecker (brick for Charles Hoffecker ’38 de-
ceased)
Scott Holcomb ‘66
Ben Hollis ’58 *
Ben Hudson ’54
James F. Keating ’66 PG *
Patrick Kelley ‘72
Barbara Kerne (Patron)
Carolyn Lucy (Patron) Wife of J.C. Lucy, Jr. ‘53
Gene Merchant ‘72 
Alan Messer ’68 (w/brick sponsorship) *
George C. Morgan ’70 (w/brick purchase) 
Dan Newman ’60 *
Peter Ottman ’65 (w/Howie Bust sponsorship)
Richard Parson ‘60
LT Gregory Player ‘73
COL. Brooke Read ’46 *
Darrell Richardson ‘67 *
AJ Scolio ‘43
Neal Smith ‘66
Michael Somers ’65 (w/brochure sponsorship)
William Summers ‘60
Thomas Vames Staff (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Peter Velde ‘67
Jon Walker ‘54
Edna Wease (Patron) (Sister in Law of Col. Wease) (w/ 
Col. H. Wease Scholarship)

$50+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
William L. Wease (Patron) (Brother of Col. Wease) (w/ 
Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Eli White ‘53
John Zack’69 *
Fish Bowl in Museum Receipts

$25+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of her hus-
band John Armstrong’37)
Lee Beard ‘51
David Behuhn ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)
Howard Brewer, Jr ‘47
Claude L. Crawford ’57 (Faculty) *
Robert Coyner ’49 
John Diemer ‘67
Michael Deuting ‘59
Carlos Ferro ’51
Douglas Godwin ‘69
John Graham ‘59 
Mark Hannock ‘62
Charles Hnilicka ‘48
Stanley Kaplan ‘54
Stanley Licker ‘55
Gregory and Paula Lockhart (Patrons) for James Jewett ‘41
Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Edward Mann ‘46
Kirk Moberley ’63 *
Michael Meyers ‘59
John Morrow ‘52
John Pennypacker, Jr ‘63
Hal Schweder ‘40
Randall See ‘75
William Suppes, Jr. ‘45
William Thomas ‘61
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
William Tucker, Jr ‘58
Dick Unger ‘63

$10+ (BENEFACTOR)
Joesph McKbben ‘60
James Spencer (Patron)
Gary Waple ’60 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.

Thanks to all of these alumni and patrons who have supported the Legacy Fund Project.  Your donations 
have helped to ensure the memories, traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity. Your dona-
tions have helped our alumni foundation to continue to provide scholarships and support for organizations 
(such as the VWIL Program at MBU) that exemplify our core values of Truth, Duty and Honor. And finally your 
donations have helped support the new SMA Scholarship Program.

The listing above represents only 20% of living alumni. There are still 80% who have not made a donation! 
Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No amount is too small and all donations are fully tax deductible.  
It is easy to donate, just contact me directly and we can discuss all options available to help you.  Peter 
Birckhead, SMA ’73, peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 713-819-1980.

Note.: If you don’t see your name, and you have donated, please let me know. If you have donated 
more than once and do not have a “*” next to your name please let me know. Thanks!
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION, INC
LIFETIME MEMBERS

(As of September 2022)

Please consider becoming a Lifetime Member of our alumni association and never pay annual dues again and have your 
name proudly displayed on a plaque in our beloved museum.  One time donation of $1,000. Please contact Peter Birckhead 

(peterbirckhad@gmail.com) or Arlene Nicely (SMA Office (smaalumni@outlook.com) for more details.

RALPH L. SEBRELL ‘45
JEROME S. FLETCHER ‘47
ALLEN JONES ’48 *
JOHN G. CONOMIKES ‘50
RICHARD DITRAGLIA ‘50
PETER G. “PAT” STARK ‘50
FRANK A. LEE ’52 *
CHARLES R. JENKINS ‘53
JOHN M. GARNER ‘53
JAMES H. STEVENSON ‘58
VICTOR J. ROSENBERG ‘56
PETER J. WORTH ‘57
GERALD E. BERNFELD ‘57
JOHN MICHAEL KELLY ‘57
COL(R) MICHAEL QUINLAN ‘57
ROBERT G. TABOR ’58 *
JAMES C. ADAMS, II ‘59
KELLY MCGAVOCK ‘59
DONALD W. MACDONALD ‘59
EDWARD H. MORSE, JR. ’59
E. ROBERT THERIOT ‘59
BARRY B. LONGYEAR ‘60
JOHN O. ANTONELLI ’61 *
STEVEN L. BOND ‘61
WESLEY G. CONSTABLE ‘61
LELAND K. OZAWA ‘61
WILLIAM L. CLYBURN ‘62
WILLIAM S. CRAMPTON ‘62
LAWRENCE J. HERTZBERG ‘62
HUBERT HOFFMAN, III ‘62
BURDETTE HOLMES ‘62
PHILIP YOUNT ‘62
REV. RICHARD HENDERSON ‘63
STEPHEN R. LANDA ‘63
EDWARD J. MCLORIE ‘63
JOHN A. NOLDE ‘63
ROBERT W. SKROTSKY ‘63
JOHN A. WENDELL ‘63

GEORGE T. JENNINGS ‘64
WILLIAM C. STILLGEBAUER ‘64
FREDERICK HAZLEWOOD ‘65
BROCKY A. NICELY ‘65
PETER W. BROWN ‘66
DANTE E. CASTRODALE ‘66
RAYMOND R. JARVIS, III ‘66
R.M. “DICKIE” KING, JR ‘66
LTC (R) CONRAD F. MIHALEK ‘66
JOSEPH A. RITOK ‘66
LESLIE G. TAYLOR ‘66
LEONARD A. GREENBERG ‘67
THOMAS D. HOWIE, II ‘67
SALLY HOWIE JEBSON (Patron)
STANLEY LESNIAK ‘67
ROBERT M. PARKER ‘67
H. ROLLER SHIPPLETT, JR ‘67
DAVID L. COOPER ‘68
JACK DALBO ’68 
JAMES W. MIXTER ‘68
DAVID A. SPROUL ‘68
ROBERT J. DIGIACOMO ‘69
PHILIP M. FARBER ‘69
COL (R) KIM G. LANGLEY ‘69
JAY C. NEDRY ‘69
NEIL J. ROGERS ‘69
GEOFFREY STETSON ‘69
JOHN W. VAUGHAN, III ‘69
DONALD L. WESTBROOK ‘69
RICK EDWARDS ‘70
KEVIN J. GORMAN ‘70
WALTER W. KIRCHER ‘70
LOUIS C. STATHIS ‘70
CHRISTOPHER A. JONES ‘71
W. DAVID PAUL, JR ‘71
DARR E. BARSHIS ‘72
DR. RANDY BLACKBURN ‘72
ANTHONY H. DISHER ‘72

ROGER R. SCHLEIDEN ‘72
PETER D. BIRCKHEAD ‘73
HARRY W. BROERE ‘73
D. BROOKS HOLSTEIN ‘73
ERICH L. KURRE ‘73
MARK ORR ‘73
DAVID A. SHIPULA ‘73
WILLIAM K. BISSETT ‘74
EUGENE K. EHMANN ‘74
WILLIAM K. KEARNS ‘74
ALLYN “BUDDY” KEYSER ’74
ROBERT “SONNY” MAJOR ‘74
J. HARVIE MARTIN, III ‘74
THOMAS E. B. PHILLIPS ‘74
DR. BRUCE W. THOMAS ’74 *
DAVID J. WOLFE ‘74
WARREN A. HUTTON ‘75
ROBERT PARRINO ‘75
ROBERT P. AWTREY ‘67
HAMILTON S. BEGGS, ‘56
LAWRENCE R. BOYD ‘58
MICHAEL J. BRODEY ‘55
ALAN M. MESSER ‘68
SANFORD JACOBSON ‘55
JOSEPH W. KOCH, JR ‘53
MICHAEL A. LIPPER ‘53
PHILLIPS S. PETER ‘50
GEORGE E. RONNE ‘53
DONALD R. WINDLEY ’70*
ROGER C. HAINES ‘70
DARRELL L. WAITE
H. LINDSAY HOLCOMB ‘52
GEORGE F. DUNIGAN ‘64
STEPHEN YATES ‘70
RICHARD MATOS ‘73
RANDOLPH L. DODGE ‘66

* deceased

SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION, INC
PRESENT DAY

PAST PRESIDENTS
ARTHUR R. KLEMM, JR ‘44

ROBERT R. ROSSI ‘67
ROBERT M. COLE ‘63
WALLACE P. STILZ ‘39

CYRIL B. “BUTCH” AARON ‘57

FREDERICK C. BURNER ‘68
THOMAS E. B. PHILLIPS ‘74

WILLIAM J. KEARNS ‘74
C. DAVID LITZENBURG ‘58

HARRY W. BRUCKNO ‘62
WILLIAM K. BISSETT ‘74
THOMAS A. DAVIS ‘62

GEORGE MASTROIANNI ‘73
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Rev. 10032022 

SSMMAA  RREEUUNNIIOONN  22002233  
SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE    

(AS OF 10/1/2023)

Thursday, April 13, 2023 

6:30 pm: Early bird arrival informal Dutch treat dinner gathering at either the Mill 
Street Grill or a restaurant TBD

Friday, April 14, 2023 (on former SMA campus & Other Venues) 

9:30 – 11:30 am:           SMAAF Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall) 

10:30 am – 4:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open 

11:00 am – 3:30 pm:  

12:30 - 2:30pm:

4:30 – 5:30 pm:  

6:00 – 8:00 pm:   

8:30 – 11:30 pm:   

Registration (Mess Hall) 

*Tour of Frontier Culture Museum (Optional - $9.00 per person)

Howie Rifle Demo & Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside SMA-VWIL Museum) 

Reception and Dinner (Mess Hall)

Dance at the Beverly Street Clock Tower

Saturday, April 15, 2023 (on former SMA campus & Hotel 24 South, formerly SJH) 

8:15 – 9:00 am:   Registration for those who have not registered (Mess Hall)     

8:30 – 9:30 am:      Buffet Breakfast (Mess Hall) 

9:30 – 11:00 am: 

11:00 – 11:30 am: 

11:30 – 4:00 pm:  

12:00 – 1:15 pm:  

1:15 – 6:00 pm:   

6:00 – 7:00 pm:  

7:00 – 10:00 pm:  

10:00 pm: 

Annual SMA Alumni General Membership & VWIL Program Update (Mess 
Hall VWIL Room) 

SMAAF Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall) 

SMA-VWIL Museum Open 

SMA-VWIL Parade  

SMA-VWIL Alumni will form up on the asphalt at 11:45 am to march with the 
VWIL Corps of Cadets onto SMA Worth Field. 

Free time to enjoy lunch downtown, visit the museum, connect with former 

classmates, shop or tour the city. 

Banquet Reception (cash bar) (Hotel 24 South Lobby) 

Alumni Banquet (Hotel 24 South Banquet Room) 

Nostalgia Time  

Sunday, April 16, 2023 (on former SMA campus)

8:30 am – 2:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open 

* Contact Tom Phillips at 202.468.1956 for more information and to sign up for the tour.
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Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc. 
 PO Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402 
 Tel: (540) 885-1309 / FAX: 1-866-950-4452; EMAIL: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org 

SMA/VWIL Reunion 2023 (14-16 April) 
Registration Form

PRINT to fill out this form. Mail to address above or FAX to: 1-866-950-4452 or SCAN & email to: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

LAST NAME: ________________________________FIRST NAME: __________________MIDDLE INITIAL: ____ 
SMA YEAR: ___________ 
ADDRESS: ________________________________CITY: ___________________ STATE: ____ ZIP: ___________ 
TEL: (             ) ___________________; (      ) __________________; EMAIL: ___________________________ 

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER 
SPOUSE NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION 
Deadline is AprMarch 29, 2023. Please take the time NOW to complete your registration form. By doing this, you will help us plan 
more effectively for a successful SMA/VWIL Reunion. 
Please note – lodging reservations at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel (or elsewhere) must be made separately. 

_____ Weekend x $165/person1($160 If dues are current) $ __________ 

_____ Friday Only x $95/person2 $ __________ 

_____ Saturday Only x $100/person3 $ __________ 

_____ Sponsor a VWIL Cadet at Alumni Banquet ($60/cadet)    $ __________ 

_____ Optional Friday Tour – Frontier Culture Museum, $9 per person $__________ 

TOTAL COST: $ __________ 

PAYMENT 
□ Check (payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)

□ Credit Card: (can only accept MC/VISA) □ MasterCard  □  VISA
Card Number: _______________________________________ 
Expiration Date: _______________________________________ 
Security Code: (CVV2 code on back of card ) _______________________________________ 

BILLING ADDRESS 
Name:  
(exactly as written on credit card) __________________________________ 
Billing Address: (for credit card purchases) 
(must be exactly as written on CC billing statement) __________________________________ 

__________________________________ 
____________________________ ZIP: ______ 

SIGNATURE 

Signature: __________________________________ 

1 After March 29th, the price increases to $175 for the weekend, Door Price is $185. 
2 After March 29th, the price increases to $105 for Friday only. Door price is $115. No individual event tickets for sale. 
3 After March 29th, the price increases to $100 for Saturday only. Door price is $110. No individual event tickets for sale. 
*Prices for individual scheduled events not authorized; only payment for entire single day of events.
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L-R: Jay Nedry, ’69; Larry Atkinson, ’67; Robert Wease, 
faculty; Ed Newbegin, ’75; Gary Binge, ’76.

SMA Past Reunion snapshots 2013 - 2018

Early sixties: Burdette Holmes, Floyd Ostrom, and Lar-
ry Hertzberg (all SMA ’62), John Nolde, SMA ’63, and 
Wes Constable, SMA ’61.

Class of ’73 at the Memorial Wall Ceremony: Mark Orr, 
Harry Broere, Tim Scheel, Dave Shipula, 
Peter Birckhead, and George Mastroianni.

	 2015	 2016

13 members of the Class of 1968, the Honor Class. 
It’s been 50 years!!!(L to R) Nolan Cutler, John Holloway, 

James Mixter, Wayne Ihlenfeld, Robert Brittingham, 
Lynn Kentfield, Allan Messer, Dominick “Jack” Dalbo, 
Donald Reisdorf, Armondo Montalvo, William Euller, 

David Cooper, and William Taylor.

	 2013	 2014

John Antonelli (‘61), Steve Bond (’60), and 
Bob Poovey (’61) wait for the parade.

Barry and Regina Longyear receive a plaque in
appreciation of their efforts for SMA.

	 2017	 2018
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Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation  
 

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402-0958                                            (540) 885-1309 ▪ smaoffice@sma-alumni.org 
 
 

STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY ALUMNI FOUNDATION 
LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

WHAT IS IT? 

A scholarship program intended to perpetuate the legacy of our school, Staunton 
Military Academy (SMA). SMA was a special place for many young men from 1884 
until 1976. Through this scholarship program, the alumni of SMA hope to preserve the 
memory of our school and what it has meant to all of us, by helping young people who 
share the values and ideals for which SMA stood. 

WHAT ARE THE TERMS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP? 

Up to two scholarships with a minimum value of $2,500 will be awarded in July of 
2023. These awards will not be renewable. 

WHO MAY APPLY? 

Any descendant of a Staunton Military Academy alumnus who graduates from high 
school between 1 January and 30 June of the year of application and has been accepted 
by an accredited four-year or two-year institution of higher learning is eligible to 
apply. There is no requirement that students attend a military college and no 
requirement that students enroll in ROTC.  The only exclusions for participation are 
students planning to attend the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, the Naval 
Academy, the Air Force Academy, or the Coast Guard Academy.   

HOW DO I APPLY? 

Application instructions may be found at https://sma-alumni.org/legacy-scholarship-
program/. Applicants must provide a cover letter, an essay, transcripts, and evidence of 
acceptance to college. Applications are evaluated on a whole-person basis; evidence of 
commitment to the values embodied in SMA’s legacy, particularly our motto, “Truth, 
Duty, Honor” is especially important to us. Scholarship selections are based on merit. 
Applications must be submitted by July 1, 2023. 

HOW CAN I FIND OUT MORE? 

Contact information is available on the website above. 
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the 
existing walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased
with a tax-deductible contribution to the SMA alumni Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)
 “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should
     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________
Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________
Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
 Check (payable to SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)
 Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)  Master Card   Visa

Card Number: _____________________________________
Expiration Date: _____________________________________

Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE
Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________
Email Address: ___________________@________________
Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctua-
tion marks count as characters.

-23-



-24-

    VWIL          NEWS    .

President Fox Announces Retirement
 
Mary Baldwin University President Pamela R. Fox, PhD, announced in August that she will retire as the university’s 

ninth president on June 30, 2023, after two decades of trailblazing vision and action. 
“With humility, I have been extraordinarily honored to lead and serve alongside each of you,” Fox wrote in a message to 

the MBU community. “We have worked together with shared commitment to maintain our momentum with devotion to the 
mission, legacy, and promising future of Mary Baldwin University.”

Fox’s history-making presidential tenure is the longest since Mary Baldwin became a four-year college in 1923. Since ar-
riving in 2003, Fox has spearheaded major innovations, including launching a successful new branch campus and college for 
healthcare professionals, transitioning from a college to a co-ed university, emphasizing a strong commitment to diversity and 
access to higher education, and overseeing record enrollment with the matriculation of MBU’s largest incoming classes against 
a backdrop of daunting admission trends for private institutions. 

During Fox’s time in office, Mary Baldwin strategically evolved into a university that now empowers inclusive leaders 
among three distinct populations of students: residential undergraduates; online undergraduates and graduates; and health-
care professionals in the Murphy Deming College of Health Sciences. 

During her tenure, Fox:  
Envisioned and opened the Murphy Deming College of Health Sciences in 2014, offering the institution’s first doctoral 

degrees and expanding onto a branch campus in Fishersville with a new, state-of-the-art facility that has spurred significant 
economic development in Augusta County. 

Enabled the collaborative process that created two iterative and successful strategic plans.
Added more than 30 new degrees or programs with a career focus, in the areas of nursing, business, health sciences, social 

work, autism studies, and more.
Spearheaded two of the largest fundraising campaigns in MBU history and personally secured the institution’s future with 

transformational and record-breaking gifts from alumni Bertie Murphy Deming Smith ’46 and Paula Stephens Lambert ’65.
Oversaw major campus improvements and construction, including extensive renovations to Pearce Science Center, the 

construction of SMA Worth Field to support the rapid growth in athletic programs, improvements to the Alumnae House, and 
the opening of a new Center for Student Success. 

Created the Samuel and Ava Spencer Center for Civic and Global Engagement in 2007 to emphasize the importance of 
service learning and enrich student opportunities for local and global engagement.

Cultivated diversity, equity, and inclusion at MBU, including creating a social justice coalition, naming a chief diversity of-
ficer, supporting 25 years of the Office of Inclusive Excellence, and supporting a residential campus of more than 50% students 
of color. During Fox’s tenure, MBU has been highly rated among national college rankings for social mobility. The commit-
ment to diversity was one Fox brought to her presidency, as symbolized in the West African “chain link” Adinkra that was a 
key theme in her April 2004 inauguration ceremony. 

Brought to Mary Baldwin — and to Staunton — the Heifetz International Music Institute, a famed summer training pro-
gram for exceptional young string musicians. She showed steadfast support for the arts community including the American 
Shakespeare Center; made possible the installation of public sculptures by renowned global artist Betty Gold; and introduced 
to the community the work of international artists Srinivas Krishnan and Claudia Bernardi. Holding the rank Professor of 
Music at Mary Baldwin, Fox often graced the community with piano performances.

Nurtured and expanded Mary Baldwin’s cherished traditions, including the Capstone Festival, a tradition from the semi-
nary days, and Apple Day, with a return to the orchard and focus on community service. 

Received the award of Honorary Alumna status by the Alumni Association in 2010.
A celebration to honor Fox will be hosted by the Board of Trustees on April 13. Higher education executive talent firm 

Academic Search will partner with the MBU presidential search committee and Board of Trustees to conduct the search to find 
the next MBU president with a goal of naming a successor in spring 2023.
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TAPS

Harold Schwartz ‘59
 

Harold Schwartz, 80, 
of West Palm Beach, Flori-
da formerly of Long Island, 
New York passed away on 
Tuesday, August 30, 2022. 
Harold was born November 
17, 1941, in Brooklyn, New 
York to Michael and Anne 
Schwartz (nee Blumenthal)

Harold is survived by 
his loving wife of 57 years, 
Barbara Schwartz 

(nee Ames); sons Jonathan (Ronna) Schwartz 
and Eric (Jennifer) Schwartz; sister Adele (Ste-
phen) Vernon; grandsons Griffin Schwartz, 
Hunter Schwartz, and Zachary Schwartz; 
granddaughter Zoe Schwartz.

A tribute to Hal from Daniel C. Caudy ’59:
I just learned that my very good friend and 

“brother”, Hal Schwartz has joined the brigade 
in heaven.

Hal and I were in the Drum and Bugle 
Corps of the Regimental Band from 1956 to when we 
graduated in 1959. He was my “enforcer” as we served 
as officers our senior year. I was First Lieutenant, and he 
was my Sergeant First Class who always had my back. 
He was tough, but extremely fair in his attitude and de-
meanor while we served together. We had a great tour 
together for those three years.

Hal played trumpet and bugle, trumpet in the band 
and bugle in the Drum and Bugle Corps. He was the 
smoothest trumpeter and bugler possible, so mellow 
in tone. We always knew when Hal was Bugler of the 
Day, every call was perfect and on pitch. His rendition 
of “Taps” at 10:00PM was so beautiful, the fitting end to 
a day at SMA.

Hal and I separated when we left SMA in June of 
1959, but we were reunited through the SMA Alumni 

web page and corresponded by email in the beginning 
and later we spend at least a week together on Long Is-
land or his retirement home in WPB, FL. He never let me 
forget that it was I who damaged his finger as we set up 
his barbeque when he first moved to Florida. I was his 
first guest there as we readied the place for his wife, Bar-
bara. I grew to love Hal as a “true brother.” He was gen-
erous and loving to my wife 
and I as we visited for many 
years.

Hal loved his family. Hal 
would do anything for them. 
Hal would do anything for 
any one close to him, fami-
ly, or friend. To cherish his 
memory or his wife Barbara, 
his sons Eric and Jonathon 
and their wives, and four 
grandchildren.

The journey is over for 
Hal. We have great memo-
ries and love for a true man. May he rest in peace, may he 

live in our memories forever.
 

James R. Hamm ‘59
 

James Ray 
Hamm, 88, 
of Abilene, 
Texas, passed 
away on Sun-

day, August 28, 2022, 
at his residence after a 
short illness. James Ray 
Hamm was born on 
September 7, 1933, in 
Coeburn, Virginia. 

He grew up at Boys’ 
Home, Covington, Vir-
ginia and excelled in all 
sports. He played basketball and baseball for Boys’ Home 
and football for Covington High School. After High 
School he attended Staunton Military Academy on foot-
ball and baseball scholarships. 

After completion he joined the U.S. Air Force. He 
enjoyed his military service and all the traveling that en-
tailed. Ray also spent time serving his country in Viet 

Note from Harry Bruckno ’62: My wife Eileen 
and I would like to thank all the SMA Old Boys 
for their prayers and thoughts on the loss and 
passing of our son Joseph in June 2022.
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TAPS cont.
Nam. In 1956 he married his high school sweetheart. He 
retired at Dover AFB, Delaware, after more than 20 years 
of military service. 

He loved working in his beautiful yard and garden-
ing and always had some type of project going whether it 
was repairing something or building furniture. 

Ray is survived by 
his wife of 66 years, Iris 
June Walthall Hamm, 
also formerly of Cov-
ington, Virginia, and 
his children Kim Bry-
ant and husband Steve, 
Kevin Hamm, and 
Kristi Hamm. Also, his 
many grandchildren 
and great grandchil-
dren. He was preceded 
in death by his daughter-in-law, Sandra Hamm.
 

William Cruickshank DeFries ‘61
 

W i l l i a m 
Cruickshank De-
Fries, 78, of Salem 
South Carolina, 
passed away at his 
home on Novem-
ber 4, 2021.

Bill was born 
on June 13, 1943, in San 
Francisco, California. After 
graduating high school from 
Staunton Military Academy 

in 1961, he went on to study at the United States Na-
val Academy where he earned his B.S. in Engineering in 
1965. Bill then joined the United States Marine Corps as 
an Officer, rising to the rank of Captain, and serving in 
the Vietnam War.

Bill went on to receive his MBA at the University of 
California Berkeley, Haas School of Business in 1972. He 
began his career in the private sector as a CPA at Price 
Waterhouse before moving to corporate banking with 
Citibank and later Crocker National Bank as a Senior 

Credit Officer 
managing high 
technology lead-
ing groups in San 
Francisco. Bill 
joined Westpac 
Bank’s corporate 
banking divi-
sion in 1983. In 
1989 he became 
Chief Manager 
and Head of Risk 
Assessment for 
Westpac’s Asia 
Division out of Hong Kong, and later Sydney, Australia. 
In 1992, he became Chief Manager of Risk Assessment 
for Westpac’s European Division out of London. Bill lat-
er took the position as Chief Manager Risk Assessment 
for Standard Chartered Bank’s Asian Division, operating 
out of Singapore, before returning home to Belvedere, 
CA in 1998.

In 2000 Bill moved to Lake Keowee in 
South Carolina. While he continued to occa-
sionally consult for the World Bank, he spent 
the majority of his time on the water sailing, 
enjoying being a dad and a grandfather, grill-
ing, catching up with friends, cutting down 
trees to improve his view, cheering on his fa-
vorite sports teams, traveling, and visiting 
those he loved.

Bill was loved by all who met him, known 
for his sense of humor, sharp wit, pranks, and 

storytelling. He lit up a room and knew how to make ev-
eryone feel important. He challenged those around him 
to be their best, and then defended and supported them 
to the end. Bill was an extremely loving and fiercely loyal 
friend, companion, son, brother, father, and grandfather. 
He will be so missed.

Bill is survived by his children, Carrie Marquez (Mi-
chael), Melissa Seal (Michael), William B. DeFries (Dan-
iela); his five grandchildren, Jackson Marquez, Kate 
Marquez, Bennett Marquez, Blair Seal, and Elin Seal; his 
siblings Celia DeFries (Eric) and Richard DeFries (Kris-
ti). He is preceded in death by his parents Dr. William A. 
DeFries and Cecilia Cruickshank DeFries and his broth-
er David “Fritz” DeFries.
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_____ SMA 16 ounce beer glass .................................................. $10.00
_____ SMA Challenge Coins ........................................................ $10.00
_____ SMA Lapel Pins .................................................................... $5.00

_____ Baseball Caps ................................................................... $20.00
Structured Hats: Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield
Blue with Blue and Gold visor, round SMA Patch ............. $20.00

_____ Baseball Caps ................................................................... $20.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”

_____ SMA Decals “STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY” in Metallic gold $20.00
_____ Mix and match those below:

    1 $7.00 each, 2 $6.00 each, 3 or more $5.00 each:
       SMA hat shield in full color SMA Decal w/dates (1884-1976)
                                                               16” long can be placed on car window
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) ................... $20.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) ................................. $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ............................... $20.00
_____ Navy Blue _____Black (front: full color hat shield,Back:

Staunton Military Academy, Virginia..printed W/larger shield) ....... $20.00
_____ Long sleeve Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) ........... $25.00
_____ Long sleeve Black: (with full color hat shield patch) .......... $25.00
_____ Long Sleeve Navy Blue _____Black (front: full color hat shield,

Back: Staunton Military Academy, Virginia..printed W/larger shield) .......... $25.00

_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Old Gold with cross rifles and

Staunton Military Academy in navy blue ............................. $39.00
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ............... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ................... $39.00

_____ Jackets:   M-3X
_____ Zippered wind jacket, blue with gold stripe on sleeve

with full color hat shield ...................................................... $45.00
_____ Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield (Special order) .............. $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch ............................... $75.00
_____ Blue Pull Over Hoodie with STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY

in gold across the chest ..................................................... $40.00
_____ Blue zip up Hoodie with full color shield ............................ $45.00
_____ Gray Sweat Shirt with Round SMA Patch,

Staunton Military Academy on sleeve in blue .................... $35.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ..................................................... $40.00

Belt to fit buckles can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches(special order) $45.00
_____ Old Boys belt buckle (Silver with Staunton Cadet with eagle) ... $20.00
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ............................. $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ......................................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .............................................................. $10.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ..................... $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70 ......... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ...................................... $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.  Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas,
and other distant destinations are subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
   Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope ..... $3.00
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................... $15.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................... $20.00
    $71.00 and above ................................................................. $25.00

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL

The Cadet Store is located in the SMA-
VWIL Museum in the former SMA Supply
Room. The form at right should be completed
and mailed, with your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Foundation Inc.
P. O. Box 958

    Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by e-mail at

smaalumni@outlook.com
 or call (540) 885-1309 for information, leave
a message, and your call will be returned as
soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be processed by
using the form on page32. Your order will be
shipped when payment is received.

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review
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Alumni Foundation, Inc.
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Staunton Military Academy
Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.
SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.(tax exempt) {payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation}
• One Star Membership: ($100.00 for one year, 1 September through 31 August) $___________
• Two Star Membership: ($180.00 for two years, (10% off) $___________
• Three Star Membership: ($240.00 for three years, (20% off) $___________
• Lifetime Membership: ($1,000.00 for lifetime) $___________

• SMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt): $___________
The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions and

alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity.  Your donation helps the SMA Alumni Foundation
maintain the alumni office, Memorial Wall, archives, web site, and Kablegram-Leader.

• SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)      $_________     $_________     $_________     $_________     $_________
For more information on the SMA Alumni Foundation Scholarship Program, please visit our

website at www.sma-alumni.org. Your contributions are fully tax deductible.

• TTTTTruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Duty, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):
The purpose of the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund is to support entities such as the Virginia

Women’s Institute for Leadership through educational scholarships/awards and program support.
Your contributions are tax deductible.

 VWIL Educational Scholarships ( including Col. Robert H. Wease Memorial Scholarship) $___________
   VWIL Program Support: $___________

Total:  $___________

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip: _____________

PAYMENT
• Check (please see above for correct “payable to”)
• Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)  Master Card       Visa

Card Number: __________________

Expiration Date: __________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) __________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card)  _________________________

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

(Your name will be listed with other Lifetime Members on a plaque in the SMA/VWIL Museum.)


