
The Kablegram-LeaderThe Kablegram-Leader
SMA/VWIL Alumni Newsletter

Published by the Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation • Staunton, Virginia

February 2022

-1-

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Reunion Update ............................... 1
Reflections ........................................ 2
NOTICES .......................................... 3
Legacy Scholarship Program .......... 4
BRIEFLY ........................................... 5
Do You Remember .................... 6,7
Legacy Scholarship winner .............. 8
Reunion Registration ........................ 9
Reunion Schedule .......................... 10
2022 Raffle ......................................11
Legacy Fund ..............................12-15
Lifetime Members ........................... 16
Past Presidents .............................. 16
VWIL  .........................................17-20
TAPS ..........................................21-22
Cadet store  .................................... 23
Dues/Initiatives ............................... 24

© Copyright 2022
Staunton Military Academy

Alumni Foundation Inc.

Reunion Update: The Show Will Go On (At least for now)

The SMAAF Board of Directors 
official position is that we contin-
ue to plan for a live, in-person re-
union as currently scheduled for 
the weekend of 8-10 April 2022. If 
the access to MBU campus and 
the Hill is restricted for reasons re-
lated to Covid, we will still have 
the reunion but look at alternate 
location options to include: Hotel 
24 South, Blackburn Hotel, etc. 
Agenda and locations can be 
modified, if required. Reunion 
Committee Chair Ed Smith ‘76 will 
research this and provide feedback to the board on options.

The SMAAF board is hopeful that restrictions caused by the pandemic will die down as warmer 
weather approaches in April, allowing the reunion to stay on schedule and for the MBU campus to 
be open for access to planned reunion activities.

Check inside this issue for the reunion schedule and registration form, and stay tuned to the SMA 
website for updated information.

Staunton has much to offer its visitors, especially for SMA alumni when they are not engaged in 
reunion activities.

The VWIL Color Guard is known for carrying the SMA 
flag – and that is much appreciated by SMA Old Boys. 
Attend the reunion in April, and see all the flags flying at 
the SMA-VWIL parade.

The SMA Color Guard in 1965.



As I type this message the 
temperature here in Pennsyl-
vania is 8 degrees. Winter here 
can be cold, although at times 
beautiful. Each season offers 
enjoyable activities, although 
everyone usually has their own 
favorite. My preferred season 
when I was an old boy on the hill 
was springtime. Virginia in April 
offers pleasant sunny weather, 
increasing daylight and beauti-
ful landscapes.  

With that said, we look forward to our All-Class Reunion 
April 8 –10 and sharing time with classmates and friends 
in Staunton. April will be three years since our last reunion 
due to safety precautions being taken.  We are optimistic 
that our environment will continue to improve, and plans 
are on schedule for our reunion.

Abraham Lincoln said, “The best way to predict your 
future is to create it.’’ The Staunton Military Academy 
Alumni Foundation (SMAAF) Board of Directors continues 
to work on our strategic plan. Upon its completion the fu-
ture of the SMAAF Scholarships and the Museum will be 
solidified. By my calculations the last class of alumni are 
past retirement age and time marches on for all of us.

Arlene and Brocky Nicely have been the backbone 
of the museum. For those who were not aware, Brocky 
had a serious fall in November and was hospitalized for a 
while. We are thankful that Brocky continues to recover 
and is expected to make a full recovery. I know Brocky 
and Arlene are very grateful for all the prayers and well 
wishes.

Hope to see everyone in April.

TRUTH DUTY HONOR!
David A. Shipula SMA ‘73
President, SMA Alumni Foundation
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Notices
Nicely Recuperating After Fall at Staunton High

On November 11, Brocky Nicely SMA ’65, our museum curator 
and Staunton High School Athletic Hall of Fame member, fell on 
campus as he was returning to his car after calling a basketball 
game and injured his neck. He was helicoptered to Charlottesville 
for treatment and, following a stay in intensive care and rehabil-
itation, we are happy to report that he came home to Staunton 
on January 5 and is recuperating. Once the snow was removed 
from the walkways, he and his wife Arlene (SMAAF’s beloved of-
fice manager and honorary sergeant major) ventured back to 
the SMA-VWIL museum in mid-January, a testament to their de-
votion to SMA.

As reported in the last issue of the Kablegram-News, Brocky re-
cently was inducted into the Staunton High School’s Hall of Fame. 
He has been announcing games for the school since the 1980s. 
And when it comes to the museum, Brocky is a “Hall of Famer” to 
both SMA and VWIL cadets.

BOARD VOTES CHANGES TO THE 2022  
SMA LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP

By Burdette Holmes SMA ’62, Legacy Scholarship Committee Chair

At the December meeting of the SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Directors, a new direction was taken for 
the Legacy Scholarship program.  For the year 2022, the number of scholarships will be reduced from four to two, the 
amount of each award will be increased from $1,500 to $2,500, eligibility will be restricted to descendants of SMA 
alumni, and there will be no extensions to these awards.  

The Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation will offer up to two $2,500 scholarships for graduating high 
school seniors who have been accepted by a 4- or 2- year college and who are descendants of SMA alumni.   The website 
for the Scholarship Program is www.smascholarship.org.  There is no requirement for students to attend a military 
college or to enroll in ROTC; however, applications for a Legacy Scholarship will not be accepted from seniors who 
will be attending one of the four Service Academies.  (See accompanying article on Page 4 for the Legacy Scholar-
ship fact sheet.) 

Applications for these scholarships must be accompanied by all the required attachments, including a letter 
of acceptance at a two- or four-year college, two letters of recommendation, and a copy of the applicant’s final high 
school transcript.  Applications must be received by July 1, 2022, to be considered. 

Competition is keen, so please ensure that applicants read the Eligibility and Requirements section of www.
smascholarship.org  prior to beginning the application process. SMA alumni are requested to encourage their eligible 
descendants to apply.  

Contact Burdette Holmes, SMA ‘62, at (651) 239-0216 with any specific questions about the program.
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Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation  
 

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402-0958                                            (540) 294-1309 ▪ smaalumni@msn.com 
 
 

STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY ALUMNI FOUNDATION 
LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

WHAT IS IT? 

A scholarship program intended to perpetuate the legacy of our school, Staunton 
Military Academy (SMA). SMA was a special place for many young men from 1884 
until 1976. Through this scholarship program, the alumni of SMA hope to preserve the 
memory of our school and what it has meant to all of us, by helping young people who 
share the values and ideals for which SMA stood. 

WHAT ARE THE TERMS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP? 

Up to two scholarships with a minimum value of $2,500 will be awarded in July of 
2022. These awards will not be renewable. 

WHO MAY APPLY? 

Any descendant of a Staunton Military Academy alumnus who graduates from high 
school between 1 January and 30 June of the year of application and has been accepted 
by an accredited four-year or two-year institution of higher learning is eligible to 
apply. There is no requirement that students attend a military college and no 
requirement that students enroll in ROTC.  The only exclusions for participation are 
students planning to attend the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, the Naval 
Academy, the Air Force Academy, or the Coast Guard Academy.   

HOW DO I APPLY? 

Application instructions may be found at https://www.smascholarship.org/. Applicants 
must provide a cover letter, an essay, transcripts, and evidence of acceptance to 
college. Applications are evaluated on a whole-person basis; evidence of commitment 
to the values embodied in SMA’s legacy, particularly our motto, “Truth, Duty, Honor” 
is especially important to us. Scholarship selections are based on merit. Applications 
must be submitted by July 1, 2022. 

HOW CAN I FIND OUT MORE? 

Contact information is available on the website above. 
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BRIEFLY

SUSPENSE FOR SUMMER 2022 KABLEGRAM-LEADER NEWSLETTER.

We plan to publish our next issue of the Kablegram – Leader in June 2022. Please submit your 

articles to Kablegram@sma-alumni.org by May 15th, 2022.

Dear Mrs. Nicely, 11/07/2021

This summer my grandson and I visited SMA. I expected the museum to be closed, but we 
parked the car and walked around the old campus. You tracked us down on Flag Hill, opened 
the museum and invited us in. While we looked around, you dug out my father’s transcript. How I 
wished I’d had that information 50 years ago. 

My father, Robert C. Potts, was a member of the class of 1929-30, a private in Company B. We’ll 
never know why he went to SMA, and why for only one year. Those were difficult years for everyone, 
his older brother was off to college, his father had health issues, he and his parents had spent the 
previous year in San Diego hoping the air would help his father, and I suspect grades may have 
been a problem. In any event, he was “sent” to SMA. He moved back to Columbus, attended the 
North High School, and graduated from The Ohio State University with a law degree. He practiced 
in Columbus for more than 50 years. I think he benefitted greatly from his one year at SMA. 

This is the only memento he kept from that year. I was hanging football pennants around my 
room, and he asked if I wanted to put this up. He did not play football, but it must have held some 
significance for him. My sister, brother and I are pleased to give this to your museum. 

Your museum is wonderful, it truly tells the SMA story. As a volunteer with our local history muse-
um, I appreciate what you have done. The alumni association should be proud to have you and 
your husband as stewards. 

Gratefully, Richard C. Potts  

cc: James R. Potts, and Margaret P. Dufford
655 Lake Shore
Oakland, MD 21550
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Do You Remember...Your first day at SMA?

Name and year of graduation:
Mark Orr, 1973

What year did you first arrive at SMA as a cadet?
1970

Barracks you lived in your rat year:
South Barracks (all three years, same room #306)

Roommate that year:
Larry Tilly (he only attended one year)

Company to which you were assigned:
B, 2nd Platoon

What are your memories of that first day? 
   Well, that was 49 years ago . . . I distinctly remember being intimidated by 
the senior cadets and their strict military bearing. It was impressive.  I think I 
was mainly in a state of shock about what was about to happen to me.  

The two things I remember the most were: 1) Going to the barber and getting my buzz cut. That was a shock 
. . . kinda like going to boot camp, “you’re in the Army now,” and 2) Watching out my barracks window as 
my parents drove down the street to head back to PA and the striking realization that I was on my own now. 
Alone in a strange new world.

I remember being yelled at a lot that first day as a rat by old boys. Hardly any of us knew how to march or 
follow commands, but we learned quickly. We had to! I was in 10th grade and grew-up very fast!

Editor’s note: With this issue we inaugurate a new feature, “Do you Remember?” Its purpose is to rekindle 
old memories of times and experiences at SMA, both on the Hill and out in the community. 

This issue’s topic is “Your First Day at SMA” and we have asked the SMA Alumni Foundation officers to pro-
vide their recollections of that initial day that all Old Boys experienced as SMA cadets.

Feedback and suggestions welcomed!

Name and year of graduation: 
David A. Shipula 1973

What year did you first arrive at SMA as a cadet?
1969

Barracks you lived in your rat year:
South 

Roommate that year:
Scott Zabroski

Company to which you were assigned:
B

What are your memories of that first day?
Sgt Gibson in the gym. Colonel Pandak standing near his office greeting 
me with a big smile.

Carrying stacks of uniforms and clothing reminiscent of a scene in the Shawshank Redemption.

Entering my new room (I believe 342) with my parents and meeting Scott for the first time. Scott arrived a 
day earlier and appeared to be a bit homesick.

Watching my parents drive off the hill.
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Name and year of graduation: 
Peter Birckhead 1973

What year did you first arrive at SMA as a cadet?
1970, as a sophomore

Barracks you lived in your rat year:
South

Roommate that year:
Charlie Angemeer

Company to which you were assigned: 
A

What are your memories of that first day?  

Walking in my room for the first time and there is Charlie Angemeer, about 
as funny looking of a guy as I am. 

Upon leaving my father says, “Good Luck son you are going to need it.”  

Then lining up in the quadrangle of South Barracks and my sergeant calling out my name Peter Birckhead. I 
answered yes even though I went by Douglas, my middle name. I dared not say a thing and just answered 
“here” and my given name was changed from that day forward.  

Name and year of graduation:
Al Rossy III 1974

What year did you first arrive at SMA as a cadet? 
1970

Barracks you lived in your rat year:
North

Roommate that year:
Ray Hamberger

Company to which you were assigned:
Band

What are your memories of that first day?

One of my first memories was how difficult it was for my father to look at me (Probably to keep from laugh-
ing) after I got my “SMA haircut”.

I remember reporting to North Barracks gym to get signed in, etc. I was asked if
I played an instrument. I replied, “Drums,” (no choice given) and so I went to Band Co. to “bang” a drum 
instead of carrying a rifle.

Upon arrival to my room in North Barracks, I met First Sgt. Dave Marshall (future First Captain).  He gave me 
a cook’s tour of my bunk and press and wished me “luck.” I’m still wondering what he meant by that.

Do You Remember...Your first day at SMA?  Cont.

Help make our newsletter better by writing an article for it!
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Legacy Scholarship Winner
SMA Legacy Scholarship Winner to Head Texas A&M Team 

at Sandhurst Competition in April

Benjamin Powell was a June 2020 SMA Legacy Scholarship winner 
and now attends Texas A&M University as a member of the school’s Corps 
of Cadets. The photograph (see below) was taken at the 2021 football 
game in which Texas A&M beat the University of Alabama 41 to 38.  Al-
though Benjamin was obviously excited about the game, he was even 
more excited when he later found that he had been named to lead the 
nine-member A&M Ranger Challenge Team that will participate in the 
annual Sandhurst Military Skills Competition in April 2022 at The United 
States Military Academy (USMA) at West Point.

Sandhurst was started in 1967 when the Royal Military Academy 
Sandhurst (RMAS) in the United Kingdom presented the USMA with a Brit-
ish Officer’s sword to use as the prize for a competition to promote military 
excellence. While this competition was called “Sandhurst” after RMAS, the 
annual competition has always been held at West Point. 

It wasn’t until 1975 that the competition began to resemble its cur-
rent form with teams taking part in different challenges to test their military 
skills. However, Sandhurst was only an internal West Point competition 
until 1992 when ROTC teams began competing. Then, in 1993, RMAS 
began taking part annually. The Royal Military College of Canada joined 
in 1997 and, since 2002, the competition has featured a diverse group of 

international teams including the Naval, Coast Guard and Air Force academies, and ROTC teams from throughout the country.
West Point dominated Sandhurst for the first three decades winning every single year from 1967 through 1992. That streak was broken 

in 1993, the first year a non-West Point team competed, when the British team came from across the pond to finally win a military battle along 
the Hudson River.

For the next 16 years the competition was dominated by members of The Commonwealth capturing the title in the name of Queen Eliz-
abeth II as RMAS won from 1993 to 2004 and the Royal Military College of Canada won from 2005-07.

RMAS and RMC-Canada went back and forth for a couple of years before the plucky upstarts from West Point company B-3 finally broke 
through in 2011 breaking the queen’s reign over the competition.

Not to be outdone, the Royal Military College of Australia - Duntroon claimed the title in 2012 bringing honor back to the crown. The 
Commonwealth would hold the title through 2016 with RMAS and RMC-Canada winning the titles.

West Point finally won again in 2017, but its hold on the title was short lived when tragedy befell the competition in 2018 and, in a twist 
that none expected, the U.S. Air Force Academy fought their way to victory in a competition that tests ground combat skills.

The natural pecking order was restored in 2019 as West Point claimed the top two spots in the competition. USMA-Black took home the 
saber as the top team, with West Point’s Company D-2 nipping at their heels in second.

Currently, fourteen international teams from 12 countries compete at Sandhurst. The two teams from RMAS and those from other inter-
national schools provide stiff competition, helping grow international partnerships and build the skills of our allies’ as well as our own future 
military leaders. Unless COVID-19 continues to prohibit participation by the international schools, their attendance can be anticipated in 2022.

Each year, prior to the beginning of the actual competition, all units participate in the Order of Merit Relay at West Point to determine the 
order in which each team will choose one of the 12 obstacles that will be their starting point during the competition. Squad leaders will look 
at team strength, terrain, and other factors in making their decision. Teams will then spend the rest of the week training, attending the annual 
Sandhurst conference, and familiarizing themselves with the terrain they must traverse during the competition.

Then, after fighting through two days of obstacles while lugging their 35-pound rucks for approximately 30 miles, one team will be 
crowned the Sandhurst champion. The winner is chosen based on performance at each of the obstacles as well as the speed with which they 
complete them.

The champion will be awarded the Reginald E. Johnson Memorial Plaque, named for a Sandhurst competitor who died during the land 
navigation phase in 1980. Although it is called a plaque, the award follows the initial tradition of the competition and is a mounted cadet saber. 
The saber has been used as the award since 1999.

There are also separate awards for the top ROTC team, top international team and top squad leader, but Benjamin Powell has his sights 
set on Texas A&M being the first ROTC team ever to win the Saber. We wish them success.

Benjamin Powell, pictured above in the front row, 
directly behind the blue 12th Man sign.
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Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc. 
  PO Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402 
 PHONE: (540) 885-1309 | FAX: 1-866-950-4452 | EMAIL: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org 

SMA Reunion 2022 (8-10 April) 
Registration Form 

PRINT & fill out form. Mail to address or FAX to: 1-866-950-4452 or SCAN & email to: SMOffice@sma-alumni.org

LAST NAME: ________________________________FIRST NAME: __________________MIDDLE INITIAL: _____ 
SMA YEAR: ___________ 
ADDRESS: ________________________________CITY: ____________________ STATE: ____ ZIP: ___________ 
TEL: (           ) ____________________; (             ) __________________; EMAIL: ___________________________ 

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER 
SPOUSE NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION 
Deadline is March 22, 2022. Please take the time NOW to complete your registration form. By doing this, you will 
help us plan more effectively for a successful SMA/VWIL Reunion. 
Please note – lodging reservations at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel (or elsewhere) must be made separately. 

_____ Weekend x $150/person1* $ __________ 

_____ Friday Only x $85/person2* $ __________ 

_____ Saturday Only x $85/person3* $ __________ 

_____ Sponsor a VWIL Cadet at Alumni Banquet ($50/cadet) $ __________ 

TOTAL COST: $ __________ 

PAYMENT 
□ Check (payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)

□ Credit Card: (can only accept MC/VISA) □ MasterCard  □  VISA
Card Number: _______________________________________ 
Expiration Date: _______________________________________ 
Security Code: (CVV2 code on back of card) _______________________________________ 

BILLING ADDRESS 
Name:  
(exactly as written on credit card) __________________________________ 
Billing Address: (for credit card purchases) 
(must be exactly as written on CC billing statement) __________________________________ 

__________________________________ 
____________________________ ZIP: _____ 

SIGNATURE 

Signature: __________________________________ 

1 After March 22nd, the price increases to $160 for the weekend. Door price is $170.
2 After March 22nd, the price increases to $90 for Friday only. Door price is $100. No individual event tickets for sale. 
3 After March 22nd, the price increases to $90 for Saturday only. Door price is $100. No individual event tickets for sale. 
* Prices for individual scheduled events not authorized; only payment for entire single day of events.
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SSMMAA  RREEUUNNIIOONN  22002222  
SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE    
(AS OF 2/1/2022)

Thursday, April 7, 2022 (downtown) 

6:30 pm: Early bird arrival informal Dutch treat dinner gathering at either the Mill 
Street Grill or a restaurant TBD

Friday, April 8, 2022 (on former SMA campus & Other Venues) 

9:30 – 11:30 am:           SMAAF Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall) 

10:30 am – 4:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open 

11:00 am – 3:30 pm:  Registration (Mess Hall) 

4:30 – 5:30 pm:  Howie Rifle Demo & Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside SMA-VWIL Museum) 

6:00 – 8:00 pm:   Reception and Dinner (Mess Hall) 

8:30 – 11:30 pm:   Dance at the Beverly Street Clock Tower  

Saturday, April 9, 2022 (on former SMA campus & Hotel 24 South, formerly SJH) 

8:15 – 9:00 am:   Registration for those who have not registered (Mess Hall) 

9:00 – 9:30 am:      Continental Breakfast (grab and go) (Mess Hall) 

9:30 – 10:30 am: 

10:30 – 11:00 am: 

11:30 – 4:00 pm:  

12:00 – 1:15 pm:  

1:15 – 2:15 pm:  

2:30 – 3:15 pm:  

3:15 – 5:00 pm:  

6:00 – 7:00 pm:  

7:00 – 10:00 pm:  

10:00 pm: 

SMA/VWIL alumni and spouse/adult guest 

Annual SMA Alumni General Membership & VWIL Program Update (Mess 
Hall VWIL Room) 

SMAAF Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall) 

SMA-VWIL Museum Open 

SMA-VWIL Parade  

SMA-VWIL Alumni will form up on the asphalt at 11:45 am to march with the 
VWIL Corps of Cadets onto SMA Worth Field. 

SMA-VWIL Lunch (on asphalt parking lot...Mess Hall will be open for seating) 

Thomas Vames & Robert Wease Bench Dedications (Flagpole Hill) 

Visit the museum, connect with former classmates, shop or tour the city. 

Banquet Reception (cash bar) (Hotel 24 South Lobby) 

Alumni Banquet (Hotel 24 South Banquet Room) 

Nostalgia Time  

Sunday, April 10, 2022 (on former SMA campus)

8:30 am – 2:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open 



One 1st Prize: 34% of receipts ($5,100)
One 2nd Prizes: 10% of receipts ($1,500 each)

One 3rd Prizes: 3% of receipts ($900 each)

Only 150 Tickets Sold! --- Cost per Ticket $100
ALL PRIZES ARE GUARANTEED

Drawing is on April 9, 2022 
from 6pm to 10pm

 Hotel 24 South
---------

You do not have to be present 
to win

Mail with Check or Money Order to:     Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation
P.O. Box 958. Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309 
Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org Website: http://sma-alumni.org

Total Donation: $100 per Ticket. Tickets will be mailed to you upon return of this form and payment of $100 
per ticket by check, money order, or credit card

Number of Tickets:__________ x $100 =__________
Name:__________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:______________________________         Signature:___________________________
Email (for future announcements):___________________________________________________________
Credit Card (MasterCard or Visa only) Billing Address (for credit card)

Card Number:____________________ ___________________________
Expiration Date:__________________ ___________________________
Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card):____________________ ___________________________

Name (as it appears on credit card):___________________________ ___________________________

VisaMaster Card
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND

$500,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Peter Worth ’57 * (cash and pledge) (w/benches, WWI 
Monument Restoration, Museum Signage Package 
sponsorship, Flag and Flag Pole upkeep sponsorship 
and SMA Eagle sponsorship) * Includes gift of $450,000 
to MBU for naming of Kable Field to SMA Worth Field

$200,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 *(IRA Beneficiary Des-
ignation) (Longyear TDH VWIL Scholarship and bricks)

$100,000 + (KABLE SOCIETY)
Richard DiTraglia ’50 (Gift from Last Will and Testament)

$50,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Bill Bissett ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *
Craig Hanson ’74 (deceased) 
George R. Shiarella ’48 (SMA Scholarship)

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Anonymous ’74 *

$35,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino ’75 * (with SMA Scholarship)

$25,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Dr. Thomas Kendall Brinkley PG ‘63 (estate) 
Tilford Jones ’76 (Life Insurance Beneficiary Designation)

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Larry Atkinson ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
John Conomikes ’50 * ( SMA Eagle, Brochure sponsor-
ship and SMA Scholarship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 * (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 * (w/SMA sponsorship)
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Richard Henderson ‘63 *
David Brooks Holstein ’73 (w /SMA Scholarship Program 
and Class of 1973 Scholarship)  *
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship, Col. Wease 
Scholarship and in Honor of Lolo Kable) *
Leslie Taylor ’66 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship and Col. 
Wease Scholarship) 
John (Jack) Vaughan III ’69 (w/bench and SMA Eagle 
sponsorship) * 
Patricia & Herk Wolfe ’49 (bench sponsorship/Howie 
Bust sponsorship) * deceased

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Carter Condon (Patron) *
John Fuog ’70 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Sanford Jacobson ’55 * 
Roger C and Kendra A Haines ‘72
Burdette Holmes ’62 * (w/SMA columns sponsorship 
and SMA Scholarship)
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 * 
Charles R. Jenkins ’53 *
John Nolde ‘63*
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration spon-
sorship) *
Joseph Ritok ’66 *
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *
H. Roller Shipplett ’67 (brochure, transcripts copy and 
new website sponsorships ) *
Virginia Windley (Don) ’70 * (w/Donald R. Windley ‘70 
Scholarship)

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Peter Brown ’66 * (with SMA Scholarship)
Stuart Smith ‘48

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli (deceased) ’61*
Peter Birckhead ’73 * (with SMA Class 1973 Scholarship) 
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74*
Ed Morse ‘59 
Mark Orr ’73 *(with SMA Class 1973 Scholarship) 
David Shipula ’73 * (with SMA Class 1973 Scholarship) 
Louis Stathis ’70 *

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
John Fink ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ’68 *
LTC. Conrad Mihalek ’66 (w/SMA Scholarship) * 
William (Bill) Page ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Stephen L. Taylor ’63 *

Updated as of January 14, 2022

By Peter Birckhead ‘73   l   peterbirckhead@gmail.com   l    713-819-1980

LEGENCY FUND PROJECT EXCEEDS GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION IN DONATIONS
Thanks to all of our alumni and patrons who have generously given to the Legacy Fund. We have now, after almost 8 years of 

fund raising, exceeded $1.9 Million in cash donations, pledges, and life insurance death benefit designations either directly to or 
for the behalf of the SMA AF. 

ALSO WE HAVE NOW RECEIVED OVER 1000 INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS SINCE I STARTED RAISING MONEY 
FOR THE LEGACY FUND IN 2014. THANKS TO ALL ALUMNI AND DONORS FOR MAKING THE LEGACY FUND SO 
SUCCESSFUL.

Please consider a donation and make it today either by mailing a check or going on line to www.sma-alumni.org., using a credit 
card or Paypal.

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Christopher Jones ’71 * 
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband Frank Lee ’52 
and w/bench sponsorship)
Floyd Ostrom ’62 *
George Mastroianni ’73 (w/ Col. Robert H. Wease 

Bench)
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of Duke Myers ’60 de-
ceased)*
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron)*

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
David Gray Anderson ’59 (with SMA Scholarship)
Michael Byington ’61 * (deceased)
Lucius Chapin ‘66
Allen Jones ’48 * (deceased)
Stanley Lesniak ’67 * (with Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Tim Scheel ’73 (w/brochure sponsorship and Class of 
1973 Scholarship) *

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Hamilton Beggs ‘56
Mark Beveridge ‘73 
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72 
Wesley G. Constable ’61*
William Gershen ‘58
Charlie Drumheller ’66 (w/Cannon Restoration spon-
sorship) 
Peter Fail ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Robert Horvath ’47 * (deceased)
Warren Hutton ’75 *
Carlos Alfredo Iraheta ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholar-
ship) 
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench and SMA Eagle spon-
sorship) *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)
Anthony C. Korvas’59 
Steve Landa ’63 *
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67 (deceased)
Ralph Sebrell ’45
Peter Stark ’50 *
James H. Stevenson ’58 *
Frederick Walton ‘33

$500+ (BENEFACTOR)
James Adams ‘59 
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Michael F. Corbi ’62 (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Robert Digiacomo ’69 (SMA Eagle, Brick sponsorships, 
SMA Scholarship) * 
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Robert Flatford ’66 *
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband Fred Benson 
Griffin ’57)
Tad Hall ’73 *
Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Mrs. Robert Horvath (Memory of Robert Horvath ’47)
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Carlos Iraheta ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship) 

$500+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of Maj. Thomas 
Howie) *
Peter Jones ‘65 
Walter Kircher ’70 (w/Brick Fund) 
William Lambert ’62*
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Glen Macfadden ’69 * (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Duke Myers ’60 *
Douglas Nunn ’71 *
Leland K. Ozawa ’61 *
William Pandak ’73 * (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Troy Paul ’73 (with Class of 1973 Scholarship) 
David Rhodes ‘72
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Edmund Smith ‘76
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Peter Voss ’48 *
Larry Ward ’71 * (SMA Scholarship)
Donald Westbrook ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

$250+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong Patron (husband Jack 
Armstrong ’37) *
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
Edward Burka ’48 *
Robert Clements ’58 *
Bill Crampton ’62 * 
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Anthony Disher, Jr. ’72 *
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
David Gorwitz ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship) 
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ’51 *
Geoffrey Hall ‘65
Mark J. Hancock ’62 *
Paul Heyard ’72 * 
Page Kable (Patron) *
Harvie Martin III ‘74
Donato Mastroianni ‘73 
Edward McLorie ’63 *
Gordon Milestone ’43 *
Edward Patsch ’53 *
Phil Peter ’50 *
Robert Piper ‘68
Robert E. Poust ‘69 
Neil J. Rogers ’69 *
Fredrick Shaftman ‘66
Lawrence Steele III ‘61*
Robert Tabor ‘58 *
Frank Till ’71 *
John W. Turner ’67 *
Carl Winnefeld ’61 *
Samuel F. Woody ’47 (deceased) and Lee Hardin 
Woody (wife) *
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty) (deceased )*
Philip Yount ’62 *
Lee P. Woody ’47 *
Scott Zabroski ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
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$200+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anthony Betz ‘67
Pasquale P. Caiazza ’68 (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
William Crampton ‘62 
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
Tom Howie ‘67
Sanford Jacobson ’55 
Larry Lombari ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Michael Lipper ‘53 
Edmund Leigh ‘74
Gary Martell ‘69
Jeffrey Metzel ‘43
Hugh Sproul III ’54 (w/brochure sponsorship)
Doris Thompson (Patron) *
J. Warren Turner ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
W.J. Turner ‘67
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog Mem. Fund) *

$100+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anonymous ’62 * (w/SMA column sponsorship)
Charles Angemeer Jr. ’73 (w Class of 1973 Scholarship) 
James Adams ’59 *
Richard Alonzo ’64 *
Darr Barshis ‘72
Richard Beaver ‘56
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57
James Bond ’51 *
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
William Bush ’62 (with SMA columns sponsorship)
Alan Butterworth ‘51 *
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
John Clifford ‘67 
Jose Colon ’60
Robert P. Cooke ‘52
Victor Crane ‘70
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Robert H. Dewey III ’68 (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Jack Dickerson ’67 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
David Didawick (Patron) (w/Col. Robert H. Wease 
Scholarship)
George Dunigan ‘64
Philip Farber ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Allen Fisher ’56 (in memory of his brother Bruce Fisher ’49)
William Foard ’56 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
Dennis Calzonetti ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Mark Hancock ‘62
James Hayslip ’75 *
Harry R. Heavner (Patron) (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
John C. Hildebrand ‘72
Benjamin Hudson, Jr. ‘54
John Kelly ‘57
Joseph Koch ’53 *
Lee Lawrence ‘56
Robert Lehman ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Jon Levy ‘56

$100+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
A Michael Lipper ’53 *
William M. Meredith ‘45
Randall Melton ‘76
SFC Kenneth Messer, Jr ’66 *
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Stephen Newton ‘62
Russell Ogan ’70 *
James Pagnotti Patron * 
W. David Paul ‘71 
Randal M. Pais ‘63 
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
William Ratcliff, Jr ‘62
Robert Remaley (Patron)
John Ricca ‘67 
Norm Schenk ‘74 
West Schoenfuss ‘73 
Wayne Scholtes ‘64
Elizabeth Seaman (Patron for Husband Peter Sea-
man ’50)
Robert Skrotsky ‘63
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her husband 
Dale Frederick Snell ’56)
Alexander Spero ‘53 
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
Clarence Tart ‘53
D. Marshall Taylor ‘75
John R. Taylor ‘72
Patricia L Taylor (wife of Joseph J. Taylor ’46)
David Tinker ’69 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John T. Turner ‘67
W. John Turner ’67 *
Paul P. Vames (Patron) (Brother of Tommy Va-
mes) (w/ Col. Wease Scholarship)
Jeffrey Van Hyning ‘64
Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
James H. Wease (Patron) (w/Col. Wease Scholar-
ship Fund) 
D. Eli E. White ‘53
David L. Wolfe ‘75
Robert Wood ‘53
Charles Youngman ‘55 

$50+ (BENEFACTOR)
Frank Allen ’47 (w/brick sponsorship)
Kelly Allen ‘71
William Baldwin III ‘64
Patrick Benavides (Patron) (w/brick sponsorship)
Lawrence Brown ‘65
Bruce Buchanan ’66 (w/brick sponsorship)
Carol Caldwallader Patron (in honor of Lewis 
Caldwallader ‘55)
Ms. Terry Clark Patron (in honor of her father Wil-
liam Clark ’48)
David Cohen ‘59
Shirley Crane Patron 

SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.
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$50+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
Don Cross ’67 (w/brick sponsorship)
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of James Deehan ’55)
John Diemer ’67 *
Everette Doffermyre ’66 *
Garth Frable Patron (w/Col. Wease Scholarship 
Susan Finlay Patron (brick for Lolo Kable)
Alexander Forester ‘74
Frederick Gambke ’73 *
Edie Jeanne Britman Goldberg (Memory of William 
Goldberg ’52) Brick Purchase
John Graham ‘49
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoffry Hall ’64)
Kim Hoffecker (brick for Charles Hoffecker ’38 de-
ceased)
Scott Holcomb ‘66
Ben Hollis ’58 *
Ben Hudson ’54
James F. Keating ’66 PG *
Patrick Kelley ‘72
Barbara Kerne (Patron)
Carolyn Lucy (Patron) Wife of J.C. Lucy, Jr. ‘53
Gene Merchant ‘72 
Alan Messer ’68 (w/brick sponsorship) *
George C. Morgan ’70 (w/brick purchase) 
Dan Newman ’60 *
Peter Ottman ’65 (w/Howie Bust sponsorship)
Richard Parson ‘60
COL. Brooke Read ’46 *
AJ Scolio ‘43
Neal Smith ‘66
Michael Somers ’65 (w/brochure sponsorship)
William Summers ‘60
Edwin Taliaferro ’60 *
Thomas Vames Staff (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Peter Velde ‘67
Jon Walker ‘54
Edna Wease (Patron) (Sister in Law of Col. Wease) (w/ 
Col. H. Wease Scholarship)
William L. Wease (Patron) (Brother of Col. Wease) (w/ 
Col. Wease Scholarship) 

$50+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
Eli White ‘53
John Zack’69 *
Fish Bowl in Museum Receipts

$25+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of her hus-
band John Armstrong’37)
Lee Beard ‘51
David Behuhn ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)
Howard Brewer, Jr ‘47
Claude L. Crawford ’57 (Faculty) *
Robert Coyner ’49 
John Diemer ‘67
Michael Deuting ‘59
Carlos Ferro ’51
Douglas Godwin ‘69
John Graham ‘59 
Mark Hannock ‘62
Charles Hnilicka ‘48
Stanley Kaplan ‘54
Stanley Licker ‘55
Gregory and Paula Lockhart (Patrons) for James Jewett ‘41
Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Edward Mann ‘46
Kirk Moberley ’63 *
Michael Meyers ‘59
John Morrow ‘52
John Pennypacker, Jr ‘63
Darrell Richardson ‘67
Hal Schweder ‘40
Randall See ‘75
William Suppes, Jr. ‘45
William Thomas ‘61
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
William Tucker, Jr ‘58
Dick Unger ‘63

$10+ (BENEFACTOR)
Joesph McKbben ‘60
James Spencer (Patron)
Gary Waple ’60 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.

Thanks to all of these alumni and patrons who have supported the Legacy Fund Project.  Your donations 
have helped to ensure the memories, traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity. Your dona-
tions have helped our alumni foundation to continue to provide scholarships and support for organizations 
(such as the VWIL Program at MBU) that exemplify our core values of Truth, Duty and Honor. And finally your 
donations have helped support the new SMA Scholarship Program.

The listing above represents only 20% of living alumni. There are still 80% who have not made a donation! 
Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No amount is too small and all donations are fully tax deductible.  
It is easy to donate, just contact me directly and we can discuss all options available to help you.  Peter 
Birckhead, SMA ’73, peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 713-819-1980.

Note.: If you don’t see your name, and you have donated, please let me know. If you have donated 
more than once and do not have a “*” next to your name please let me know. Thanks!
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION, INC
LIFETIME MEMBERS

(As of March 2021)

Please consider becoming a Lifetime Member of our alumni association and never pay annual dues again and have your 
name proudly displayed on a plaque in our beloved museum.  One time donation of $1,000. Please contact Peter Birckhead 

(peterbirckhad@gmail.com) or Arlene Nicely (SMA Office (smaalumni@outlook.com) for more details.

RALPH L. SEBRELL ‘45
JEROME S. FLETCHER ‘47
ALLEN JONES ’48 *
JOHN G. CONOMIKES ‘50
RICHARD DITRAGLIA ‘50
PETER G. “PAT” STARK ‘50
FRANK A. LEE ’52 *
CHARLES R. JENKINS ‘53
JOHN M. GARNER ‘53
JAMES H. STEVENSON ‘58
VICTOR J. ROSENBERG ‘56
PETER J. WORTH ‘57
GERALD E. BERNFELD ‘57
JOHN MICHAEL KELLY ‘57
COL(R) MICHAEL QUINLAN ‘57
ROBERT G. TABOR ’58 *
JAMES C. ADAMS, II ‘59
KELLY MCGAVOCK ‘59
DONALD W. MACDONALD ‘59
EDWARD H. MORSE, JR. ’59
E. ROBERT THERIOT ‘59
BARRY B. LONGYEAR ‘60
JOHN O. ANTONELLI ’61 *
STEVEN L. BOND ‘61
WESLEY G. CONSTABLE ‘61
LELAND K. OZAWA ‘61
WILLIAM L. CLYBURN ‘62
WILLIAM S. CRAMPTON ‘62
LAWRENCE J. HERTZBERG ‘62
HUBERT HOFFMAN, III ‘62
BURDETTE HOLMES ‘62
PHILIP YOUNT ‘62
REV. RICHARD HENDERSON ‘63
STEPHEN R. LANDA ‘63
EDWARD J. MCLORIE ‘63
JOHN A. NOLDE ‘63

ROBERT W. SKROTSKY ‘63
JOHN A. WENDELL ‘63
GEORGE T. JENNINGS ‘64
WILLIAM C. STILLGEBAUER ‘64
FREDERICK HAZLEWOOD ‘65
BROCKY A. NICELY ‘65
PETER W. BROWN ‘66
DANTE E. CASTRODALE ‘66
RAYMOND R. JARVIS, III ‘66
R.M. “DICKIE” KING, JR ‘66
LTC (R) CONRAD F. MIHALEK ‘66
JOSEPH A. RITOK ‘66
LESLIE G. TAYLOR ‘66
LEONARD A. GREENBERG ‘67
THOMAS D. HOWIE, II ‘67
SALLY HOWIE JEBSON (Patron)
STANLEY LESNIAK ‘67
ROBERT M. PARKER ‘67
H. ROLLER SHIPPLETT, JR ‘67
DAVID L. COOPER ‘68
JACK DALBO ’68 
JAMES W. MIXTER ‘68
DAVID A. SPROUL ‘68
ROBERT J. DIGIACOMO ‘69
PHILIP M. FARBER ‘69
COL (R) KIM G. LANGLEY ‘69
JAY C. NEDRY ‘69
NEIL J. ROGERS ‘69
GEOFFREY STETSON ‘69
JOHN W. VAUGHAN, III ‘69
DONALD L. WESTBROOK ‘69
RICK EDWARDS ‘70
KEVIN J. GORMAN ‘70
WALTER W. KIRCHER ‘70
LOUIS C. STATHIS ‘70
CHRISTOPHER A. JONES ‘71

W. DAVID PAUL, JR ‘71
DARR E. BARSHIS ‘72
DR. RANDY BLACKBURN ‘72
ANTHONY H. DISHER ‘72
ROGER R. SCHLEIDEN ‘72
PETER D. BIRCKHEAD ‘73
HARRY W. BROERE ‘73
D. BROOKS HOLSTEIN ‘73
ERICH L. KURRE ‘73
MARK ORR ‘73
DAVID A. SHIPULA ‘73
WILLIAM K. BISSETT ‘74
EUGENE K. EHMANN ‘74
WILLIAM K. KEARNS ‘74
ALLYN “BUDDY” KEYSER ’74
ROBERT “SONNY” MAJOR ‘74
J. HARVIE MARTIN, III ‘74
THOMAS E. B. PHILLIPS ‘74
DR. BRUCE W. THOMAS ’74 *
DAVID J. WOLFE ‘74
WARREN A. HUTTON ‘75
ROBERT PARRINO ‘75
ROBERT P. AWTREY ‘67
HAMILTON S. BEGGS, ‘56
LAWRENCE R. BOYD ‘58
MICHAEL J. BRODEY ‘55
ALAN M. MESSER ‘68
SANFORD JACOBSON ‘55
JOSEPH W. KOCH, JR ‘53
MICHAEL A. LIPPER ‘53
PHILLIPS S. PETER ‘50
GEORGE E. RONNE ‘53
DONALD R. WINDLEY ’70*
ROGER C. HAINES ‘70

* deceased

SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION, INC
PRESENT DAY

PAST PRESIDENTS
ARTHUR R. KLEMM, JR ‘44

ROBERT R. ROSSI ‘67
ROBERT M. COLE ‘63
WALLACE P. STILZ ‘39

CYRIL B. “BUTCH” AARON ‘57

FREDERICK C. BURNER ‘68
THOMAS E. B. PHILLIPS ‘74

WILLIAM J. KEARNS ‘74
C. DAVID LITZENBURG ‘58

HARRY W. BRUCKNO ‘62
WILLIAM K. BISSETT ‘74
THOMAS A. DAVIS ‘62

GEORGE MASTROIANNI ‘73
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VWIL          NEWS 

Profile: Katherine Brennan ‘03
By Iuliana Petre

A self-proclaimed shy tomboy from
Maryland, Katherine Brennan, a 2003 graduate of
Mary Baldwin
University (MBU)
and VWIL, found
her calling in
humanitarian work.
Brennan was one of
6 children born into
a lower-middle class
family. In terms of
birth order she was
neither the oldest
nor the youngest,
but somewhere in the middle.

“I was sandwiched between my brothers, so
I always played outdoors with them,” she said. “I was
also introverted and would read books for hours.”

Brennan was the first in her family to attend
a 4-year college. She chose MBU for its intimate
setting and because the larger schools felt too
overwhelming. VWIL appealed to her for other
reasons too, particularly the opportunity to continue
exploring the outdoors, and the diversity of its
applicants.

Discovering Her Purpose
In terms of her experience in VWIL, Brennan

endorses it as a positive one. “I had a great
experience in VWIL. I felt challenged every day, and
every day I overcame the challenges— that’s how I
grew stronger,” she said. Brennan recalls the
demands of the program on her time and believes
that learning to manage her time has contributed to
her professional success. It was also during her time
in VWIL that Brennan grew to understand herself
and her leadership style. “I didn’t really know who I
was as a leader. I learned about myself — what
works and what doesn’t work for me.”

Academically, Brennan studied social work
and sociology hoping to one day work for an
organization like the Peace Corps. However, during
her time in Army ROTC at VMI she realized that she
enjoyed activities such as land navigation and
weapons training. Coupled with the fact that she

needed to pay for school, Brennan — despite never
seeing herself as someone to join the military —
sought a commission into the U.S. Army.

Brennan signed her commissioning contract
one month before 9/11. “I was in the VWIL Office
when the planes hit the twin towers. We watched
9/11 unfold on TV. I remember getting chills. When
the second plane hit what went through my head
was that I’m going to war, and this is what I signed
up for,” Brennan said, adding that she did not feel
regretful about her decision to seek a commission.
Instead, she could see her purpose clearly, and she
turned to Brigadier General N. Michael Bissell —
VWIL’s first commandant — for guidance regarding
leading soldiers in wartime operations. “Before 9/11
the military was involved in more peacekeeping
operations like those in Bosnia and Kosovo. I knew
that’s not what I was going to do. I knew I would lead
soldiers in combat,” Brennan said.

In The Army Now
In May 2003, Brennan was commissioned

into the active duty U.S. Army as a military police
second lieutenant. After completing the military
police officer basic course at Fort Leonardwood,
Mo., Brennan was assigned to the 89th Military
Police Brigade out of Fort Hood, Texas, as a platoon
leader. Within 3 months she deployed with the unit to
Forward Operating Base (FOB) Falcon in Baghdad,
Iraq. The year-long deployment was demanding.

“I wouldn’t change my military experience for
the world. At 21 years old, during the height of the
insurgency and while U.S. policy was changing daily
around our mission in Iraq, I was leading 30 soldiers
in combat. It was life changing,” Brennan said.

The work she did during that deployment
included such things as: conducting convoy escorts
throughout Iraq; manning vehicle check points;
carrying out detainee operations involving high-value
detainees; providing security during Saddam
Hussein’s trial; and, training and mentoring the Iraqi
police in law enforcement and policing skills.

“It was a crazy time in Iraq. Our convoys
took fire multiple times. That part of being in the
military really tested my leadership. You get through

6
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something like that and really re-evaluate your life. It
made me appreciate the little things,” Brennan said.

In 2005, upon redeployment to Fort Hood,
Brennan was assigned to the 1st Cavalry Division’s

headquarters as a
division planner.
While the majority of
division planners are
senior captains or
majors who’ve
completed the
School of Advanced
Military Studies
(SAMS), Brennan —
now a newly-pinned
captain — was thrust
into the world of

big-picture, strategic planning.
“Division planners are called Jedi Knights

because they need to be able to predict things.
They’re smart, amazing officers. I was a fish out of
water, but I was the only one who knew military
police operations firsthand, so they leaned on me,
too,” Brennan said. While the work was difficult at
times and the hours long, Brennan developed an
appreciation for seeing all the moving pieces, and
thinking through the second and third order effects of
moving those pieces strategically. “I liked being a
staff officer and a planner better than being in the
field.”

Brennan deployed a second time in 2006,
and this time the deployment was 15 months long.
“The second deployment was really hard. The first
one was hard because we were being shot at, the
second one was mentally exhausting,” Brennan said.

During her time as a planner she helped
plan the surge of U.S. troops to Iraq, and wrote the
military police section of the division’s operations
order. “It was really cool to be a part of something
that large, and something that was supposed to
change the trajectory of the war,” Brennan said. “We
didn’t make decisions lightly, and sometimes we had
to call off certain operations due to high risk levels.
Since we were making decisions that impacted the
lives of soldiers, we questioned ourselves often.”

Upon redeployment she separated from the
service. “I knew I was going to deploy again and
again. I couldn’t keep doing that. That would’ve been
my entire military career. I was ready for a change,

and decided to do something different,” Brennan
said.

The Last Woman Standing
After separating from the service, Brennan

moved to Northern Virginia to be closer to family and
to capitalize on the job market. In 2009, she secured
a job with The Department of the Army Office of the
Provost Marshal General (OPMG). Over the years
Brennan has changed roles within the organization.
She started as a contracted policy analyst and later
secured a GS-13 policy analyst role. Then she
moved into the role of senior policy analyst and now
serves as the deputy chief of the law enforcement
division.

In September 2019, she returned to the
Middle East — this time Afghanistan — as a civilian
in a developmental assignment role within the
Department of Defense’s Ministry of Defense
Advisory Program (MoDA). “We’re civilian advisors
who travel worldwide to the U.S. Army’s areas of
special interest, and advise individuals and teams in
counterpart organizations regarding matters in which
we hold expertise,” Brennan said. Advisors are
individuals with expertise in contracting, logistics,
strategic planning, law enforcement and security,
among other things.

As a MoDA advisor, and together with her
counterpart organization — the Office of the National
Security Council, Afghanistan — Brennan

7
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participated in peace negotiations between the U.S.
and the Taliban — a good use of her master’s
degree in peace operations from George Mason
University in Fairfax, Va.

Then COVID-19 spread worldwide and her
already small team of 5 whittled down to just her —
the last woman standing. “I was the only advisor for
about 4 months, I was the director of the team, and
the only woman for an entire year,” Brennan said.

“The base I was on was not prepared for a
pandemic so we sent home non-mission-essential
personnel so that the medical facility could manage
an outbreak should one occur.” That meant that
while she originally only had 3 Afghan counterparts,
that number quickly rose to 10, and the work had to
be done virtually.

Hopes and Feelings
Brennan endorsed feeling heartbroken when

Kabul fell to the Taliban in September of this year.
“The men and women I worked with in Afghanistan
wanted to better their country. They would get
frustrated with their own bureaucracy. The women
Afghans were educated and strong. One woman I
worked with had a 2-year-old daughter. She once
told me that she can’t imagine her daughter growing
up under the Taliban; that she’s had educational,
professional and travel opportunities, and that her
daughter will not,” Brennan said.

While Brennan’s MoDA mission ended in
September 2020, and she returned home, many of
her Afghan counterparts remained in the country.
Some have gotten out on their own and are going
through the immigrant visa process, she said, but
many remain in Afghanistan with no hope of leaving.
“The woman with the 2-year-old daughter, I’m still
trying to get her out of Afghanistan,” Brennan said. “I
know people who are directly affected by this, and
the freedoms and privileges they’ll lose because of
it. Now, many will not have a chance, and it’s so
sad.”

#Brennan4President
Interestingly enough throughout her career, 

Brennan has run into individuals familiar with the 
VWIL program. In one instance she met a U.S. Air 
Force brigadier general in a forum, who knew about 
the program, and Brennan recalls feeling floored at 
his familiarity with VWIL and Mary Baldwin. Then, 
during her time in Afghanistan, she met a U.S. Army 
special forces colonel who was a class of 1999 
graduate from VMI — and after he noticed her VWIL 
coffee mug — all he wanted to do was talk about 
VWIL and VMI, Brennan said.

While her current work as the deputy chief of 
law enforcement keeps her busy, Brennan finds time 
for outdoor activities. She runs, bikes, rock climbs 
and gets outdoors on the weekends.

Professionally, she is working towards 
securing a Senior Executive Service (SES) role — a 
congressionally-appointed, executive-level civil 
service
position. And
then after
that, who
knows, she
said.
“I just want
people to
know that I
was a shy girl
who went
through VWIL, and look at who I’ve become. I just 
want the VWIL program to continue and be strong.”

Photo captions throughout story:
Page 17: Brennan photographed in Afghanistan, 2019;
Page 18(left): a photo of Brennan as a U.S. service member inside 
Saddam Hussein’s palace during her second Iraq deployment 
with the 1st Cavalry Division’s Headquarters, 2007;
Page 18(right): Brennan (second from left), fellow advisors and 
counterparts, walking along a snowy pathway in Afghanistan, 
2020;
Page 19: Brennan with Congresswoman and Speaker of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.)
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Corps Update
By Iuliana Petre 

According to Brigadier General Teresa Djuric, the Commandant of the VWIL Corps of Cadets, 110 
cadets are currently enrolled in the VWIL program. Of those, 76 percent are out-of-state students.
Demographically, 58 percent of cadets self-identify as racial and ethnic minorities, and 45 per-
cent of cadets are first generation college students, Djuric said.
In terms of physical training scores, 75 percent of cadets have passed the Strength & Endurance 
Test (SET). The overall passing rate of the SET is 69 percent.
The Class of 2022 anticipates graduating 24 VWIL cadets, and 81 percent of those are on track 
to commission, Djuric said.
As of late September, the VWIL Office has received 319 applications for individuals interested in 
joining the corps as members of the Class of 2026. Of those, 131 have been offered acceptance 
to the VWIL program, Djuric said.

    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

Cadet Spotlight: Jasmine Bannasch ‘22
By C. Fresch ‘19

Jasmine Bannasch ‘22 of Colorado 
was a freshman when this writer – 
C. Fresch – was a senior. As one of 
Fresch’s PA nULLs, Bannasch consis-
tently set a high standard for herself 
and continues to do so. Bannasch 
declared a biology major with a mi-
nor in leadership studies and has re-
cently received the Top Gun award 
— an accolade given to cadets who 
achieve a 3.5 or above GPA and a 
score of 80 or above on the physical 
fitness test in the same semester. Ban-
nasch will commission into the U.S. 
Navy this May. During her summer 
training aboard a naval vessel in Ja-
pan, she was awarded a Blue Chip 
from the ship’s captain. A Blue Chip 
secures Bannasch a spot among the 
ship’s crew should she accept this 
opportunity upon graduation. Ban-
nasch’s duties were varied and in-

cluded developing expertise in engineering, cyber security, and navigation. In VWIL, Bannasch is 
a platoon leader and the Cadet-in-Charge (CIC) for Navy ROTC. She is passionate about physi-
cal training (PT) and has worked with her classmates to modify the Strength and Endurance Test 
(SET) requirements. The SET now includes the option to do crunches in place of sit-ups, a change 
that is more consistent with ROTC PT testing requirements.

Above: Bannasch (pictured directly above the cadet in a red 
hoodie), with Command Sergeant Major Gerald Johnson (bot-
tom right), and several members of her class.
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TAPS
Anthony Mario Barbose SMA ’65 PG

Anthony Mario Bar-
bose, age 70 of Millville, 
passed away peaceful-
ly, early Monday morn-
ing, December 4, 2018 
at Inspira Medical Cen-
ter, Vineland. He had 
been in declining health 
for quite some time.

Born in Kingston, PA 
to the late John and 
Gertrude (Konkosky) Bar-

bose, Anthony was raised in Millville and was a 
longtime resident. He graduated from Millville 
High School and then attended College in New 
Hampshire.

Anthony was a teacher at St. Mary Magda-
len Elementary School in Millville, and retired. 
He then used his entrepreneurial abilities to start 
his own sports consulting business, which he 
owned and operated for many years. 
He was extremely well known in the 
national sports industry, particularly 
the NFL, for his in-depth knowledge, 
expertise, and experience.

Anthony was a passionate collec-
tor of many things, antiques in particu-
lar, and he loved to go to the auction 
to buy and sell. He was also a pro race 
car driver and member of the CCA 
in the 1970’s and 80’s. One of his big-
gest wins was in 1978 at the Watkins Glen race 
in New York. During that era, he was also well 
known for throwing huge parties and genuine-
ly loved having a good time with good friends. 
Anthony will indeed be sadly missed by his 
friends. He was predeceased by his brother, 
John Barbose, Jr.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be conducted 
at 12 noon on Tues-
day, December 
11, 2018 in the Par-
ish of All Saints, 621 
Dock Street, Millville. 
Friends will be re-
ceived from 10:30 
a.m. to 11:45 a.m. in 
the Christy Funeral 
Home, 11 W. Broad 

Street, Millville. Burial will be in Holy Cross Cem-
etery, Millville.

Memories and expressions of sympathy for 
Anthony Mario Barbose may be shard on the 
Obituary Tribute Wall at: www.christyfuneralser-
vice.com.

To send flowers or a memorial gift to the 
family of Anthony Mario Barbose please visit 
our Sympathy Store.

Joseph C. McKibben SMA ‘60

Joseph Charles McK-
ibben was born 5/3/42 
to Robert and Ann 
(Stein) McKibben in Terre 
Haute, IN.

He was preceded in 
death by his father and 
mother as well as two 

sons, Matthew 
Charles McKib-
ben and Jon-
athan Joseph 
McKibben. Older sister, Susan McKibben 
Schwartz-Flinn, preceded him as well.

He is survived by wife, Marcia McK-
ibben, daughter Kelley Sue Hardin of 
Stone Mountain, GA, brothers John 
McKibben (Pat) of St. Petersburg, FL 
and Tom McKibben (Maria) of Mor-

ton IL, and sister Jane McKibben Kaer (Bob) 
of Berkeley CA. He has six nieces, locally, Lisa 
A. Schwartz and Joan (Schwartz Turner, five 
nephews, a stepson, two grandchildren, Mat-
thew and Lillarose Hardin, and grand-nieces 
and nephews.

A proud 1960 graduate of Staunton Military 
Academy, Staunton VA, Joe led the drum and 
bugle corps as first lieutenant, second in com-
mand. He also served in the Army. He spent 
time in Indianapolis, IN, working at a bank be-
fore moving to Atlanta, GA, in 1968. Joe re-
turned to Terre Haute, IN, in 1985 to help his 
mother.

To celebrate Joe’s life, a gathering of fam-
ily and friends will be at Oberlander Shelter in 
Deming Park, Terre Haute at 1:30 p.m. on No-
vember 6, 2021.



John Alvin Messer III SMA ‘59

It is with deep sor-
row that we announce 
the death of John Al-
vin Messer III (Green-
ville, South Carolina), 
born in Galax, Virginia, 
who passed away on 
December 11, 2021, 
at the age of 80, leav-
ing to mourn family 
and friends. Family 
and friends can light 
a candle as a loving 
gesture for their loved 
one. Leave a sympa-
thy message 
to the family in 

the guestbook on this memorial page 
of John Alvin Messer III to show support.

He was loved and cherished by 
many people including : his wife Bar-
bara Powell Messer; his children, John 
Alvin Messer, IV of Simpsonville and 
Ashley Messer Wilson of Greenville; his 
step-son Shawn P. O’Brien of Taylors; 
his brother Alan “Boo” Matthew Mess-
er (Jill); his sister-in-law Wanda Messer; 
and his grandchildren, Lance, Dallas, Morgan 
Sweatt, Dillon, Luke and Samuel O’Brien.

Visitation was held on Monday, Decem-
ber 13th 2021 from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM at the 
Wood Mortuary, Inc. (300 W Poinsett St, Greer, 
SC 29650). A funeral service was held on Tues-
day, December 14th 2021 at 11:00 AM at 2416 
Wade Hampton Blvd, Greenville, SC 29615.

The family respectfully requests memorials 
be made to The Gideons International Process-
ing Center, P.O. Box 97251, Washington, DC 
20090-7251 or Christian Assembly Upstate, 2416 
Wade Hampton Blvd., Greenville, SC 29615.

William Spriggs SMA ‘59

William Lynn Spriggs, native son of Reedville, 
departed this life September 9, 2021 at the age 
of 81.

A graduate of Northumberland High School, 
Bill was also a class of 1959 post graduate of 
Staunton Military Academy and earned a de-
gree in business and accounting from Virginia 
Commonwealth University. He was an Army 
veteran who served in Germany. Bill worked in 
accounting in Virginia and California.

Bill was an avid en-
thusiast of all things 
maritime and loved 
to visit seaports from 
Maine to Florida. His 
workshop at his home 
was his happy place 
where he created 
colorful strings of crab 
pot and lobster buoys 
as well as carving 
trailboards of boats’ 
names to sell in his 
home business. The 
Menhaden industry 
fascinated him, and 
learning from fishboat 

captains in 
his youth, he became an expert on 
the Menhaden fleet. When speaking 
of his experiences working on the Win-
terquarter, the Menhaden steamer his 
father captained in Lewes, Delaware, 
Bill described that time as one of the 
happiest of his life.

A loyal and devoted friend to his 
friends, especially Gaylord Ray, Bobby 
Van Landingham, Debbie Newsome, 
and Tommy Beatley, Bill will be missed 
and his memory cherished.

Born in Richmond, VA to the late Leslie Mor-
rison Spriggs, Sr., and Lottie Irene Whittaker 
Spriggs of Reedville, Bill was predeceased by 
his older brother Leslie Spriggs, Jr. and is survived 
by his sister, Janet A. Spriggs Lewis (Emory) of 
Fleeton, two nephews, four great nieces, one 
great-nephew, and several cousins.

Visitation will be Monday, September 13, 
2021 from 5:00 to 6:00 pm at Currie Funeral 
Home in Kilmarnock and a Graveside service 
at Roseland Cemetery on Tuesday, September 
14, 2021 3:00 , Reedville, Va. Bill was interred 
next to his parents.

Donations in Bill’s 
memory may be 
made to Bethany 
United Methodist 
Church, PO Box 77, 
Reedville, VA 22539 
or the United Net-
work Organ Shar-
ing, 700 N. Fourth 
Street, Richmond, 
VA 23219.
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QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL

_____ SMA Challenge Coins ........................................................ $10.00
_____ SMA Lapel Pins ................................................................... $5.00
_____ Baseball Caps .................................................................... $20.00

Structured Hats: Blue with Gold Lettering
    “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield
Blue with Blue and Gold visor,
    round SMA Patch ................... $20.00

_____ Baseball Caps .................................................................... $20.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .................... $20.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................................$20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................................ $20.00
_____ Navy Blue _____Black (front: full color hat shield,Back:

Staunton Military Academy, Virginia..printed W/larger shield) ....... $20.00
_____ Long sleeve Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) ........... $25.00
_____ Long sleeve Black: (with full color hat shield patch) .......... $25.00
_____ Long Sleeve Navy Blue _____Black (front: full color hat shield,

Back: Staunton Military Academy, Virginia..printed W/larger shield) ......... $25.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Old Gold with cross rifles and

Staunton Military Academy in navy blue ............................. $39.00
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ............... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ................... $39.00
_____ Jackets:   M-3X
_____ Zippered wind jacket, blue with gold stripe on sleeve

with full color hat shield .......................................................$45.00
_____ Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield (Special order) .............. $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch ................................$75.00
_____ Blue Pull Over Hoodie with STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY

in gold across the chest ..................................................... $40.00
_____ Blue zip up Hoodie with full color shield ........................... $45.00
_____ Gray Sweat Shirt with Round SMA Patch,

Staunton Military Academy on sleeve in blue ................... $35.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle(Special Order) ............................ $35.00

Belt to fit buckles can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches
_____ Old Boys belt buckle (Silver with Staunton Cadet with eagle) ... $25.00
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA .............................. $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches .........................................................$2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) ..............................................................$10.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ...................... $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70 ......... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ....................................... $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
   Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope ..... $3.00
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................... $15.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 ................................................................... $20.00
    $71.00 and above ................................................................. $25.00

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the SMA-
VWIL Museum in the former SMA Supply
Room. The form at right should be completed
and mailed, with your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Foundation Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by e-mail at

smaalumni@outlook.com
 or call (540) 885-1309 for information, leave
a message, and your call will be returned as
soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be processed by
using the form on page36. Your order will be
shipped when payment is received.

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review
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Staunton Military Academy 
Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
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Staunton Military Academy
Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.
SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.(tax exempt) {payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation}
• One Star Membership: ($100.00 for one year, 1 September through 31 August) $___________
• Two Star Membership: ($180.00 for two years, (10% off) $___________
• Three Star Membership: ($240.00 for three years, (20% off) $___________
• Lifetime Membership: ($1,000.00 for lifetime) $___________

•  SMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt): $___________
     The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions and
alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity.  Your donation helps the SMA Alumni Foundation
maintain the alumni office, Memorial Wall, archives, web site, and Kablegram-Leader.

• SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)      $_________     $_________     $_________     $_________     $_________
For more information on the SMA Alumni Foundation Scholarship Program, please visit our

website at www.sma-alumni.org. Your contributions are fully tax deductible.

•  TTTTTruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Duty, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):
      The purpose of the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund is to support entities such as the Virginia
Women’s Institute for Leadership through educational scholarships/awards and program support.
Your contributions are tax deductible.

 VWIL Educational Scholarships ( including Col. Robert H. Wease Memorial Scholarship) $___________
   VWIL Program Support: $___________

Total:  $___________

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip: _____________

PAYMENT
• Check (please see above for correct “payable to”)
• Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card       Visa
     Card Number: __________________

     Expiration Date: __________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) __________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card)  _________________________

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

(Your name will be listed with other Lifetime Members on a plaque in the SMA/VWIL Museum.)


