
INTERVIEW WITH BARRY LONGYEAR ‘61 
(by George Mastroianni ’73)

G: Barry, thank you for taking the time to talk with me today. We’re hoping to have an interview 
with Old Boys in most upcoming issues of the Kablegram, and thought you’d be the perfect 
person to kick us off.

B: That way I get to be the lab rat upon which the first series of mistakes may be made and cor-
rected. My honor.

G: Can you begin by telling us a little bit about how you ended up at SMA?

B: I was reared in a very sick addictive home. When I was fourteen, I had 
a big problem with authority figures and was anxious to be anywhere but 
my home. One day I was looking through the classified advertisements in 
National Geographic Magazine and saw the ad for SMA. What sold me 

was the uniform the cadet was wearing in the illustration. It looked really sharp. I volunteered to 
go to SMA on the basis of that picture, later learned at the academy that the uniform in the advert 
had not been worn by SMA cadets for many years, and that my problem with authority figures was 
not going to be assuaged even a tiny degree by attending a military school.

G: What are your favorite and least favorite memories of SMA?

B: Both my favorite and least favorite memories of SMA involved girls. Aside from that, I think my favorite memo-
ries involved friendships with fellow cadets and finding myself in an 
environment where I was, for the first time, treated as an adult. How 
far I went was up to me, no one was 
going to hold my hand, and acts had 
consequences which led to many of 
my least favorite moments. Those 
involved some profoundly stupid 
things I did and many, many hours 
on Beat Squad.

G: What course did your life take af-
ter you graduated from SMA?

B: I went back home again, and learned that problems do not solve themselves simply 
because of my absence. I escaped to art school in Pittsburg, then spent some time back 
at SMA doing post grad work, then went into the Army under conditions which I will 
relate during my part in the reunion activities next April, Covid willing. I became a 
HAWK Missile and launcher technician, was stationed on a tiny island east of Okina-
wa, and was injured in a fire fighting incident. 
Upon being discharged from the service, I attended Wayne State University in Detroit 
where I eventually met and married Regina, then dropped out (of the university, not the 
marriage). Following in the late ‘Sixties I published and edited an underground mag-
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Reflections from the Hill

I hope you are all enjoying the summer 
and some welcome opportunities to 
re-connect with friends and family after 
some long hard months of coping with 
the pandemic. Fingers crossed, we’ll be 
able to meet in Staunton next April for a 
long-anticipated Reunion!
This issue of the Kablegram contains an 
interview with one of our alumni, Barry 
Longyear. Barry has been a staunch 
supporter of the Foundation and will 

speak at our next Reunion. I hope that we’ll have an inter-
view like this in each issue of the Kablegram from now on, 
and I hope you enjoy them.
There is a lot going on behind the scenes. Subsequent to 
our recent By-Law change, we have welcomed Brigadier 
General Terry Djuric, VWIL Commandant, as a full-fledged 
member of our Board of Directors. Welcome, ma’am in 
this new role! We very much appreciate all that she, VWIL, 
and Mary Baldwin University do to help us accomplish our 
mission of perpetuating the legacy of SMA.
Your Board of Directors recently initiated a Strategic 
Planning Project that will be going on over the next few 
months. Most alumni organizations look forward to a long 
future in which the ranks are constantly replenished with 
new graduates. Our situation is of course different, and 
the aging of our membership base means that we can 
anticipate changes in our organization in the near future. 
Accordingly, the Board is systematically considering our 
core programs: developing and maintaining the Scholar-
ship program, ensuring a permanent home for our Muse-
um and artifacts, and developing a financial strategy to 
secure these goals into the future. Our over-arching goal is 
to perpetuate the legacy of SMA, and your Board is work-
ing hard to develop a Strategic Plan to accomplish that 
goal even as our ranks thin and the inevitable transition 
of responsibility for achieving that goal into the hands of 
those who are not alumni looms on the horizon. You’ll hear 
more about this effort as our sub-committees complete 
their work this Fall.
We appreciate your continuing support for the Founda-
tion and look forward to getting our Reunions back on 
track!

Truth Duty Honor!

George Mastroianni, SMA ‘73
President, SMA Alumni Foundation



azine in Philadelphia. In 1970 Regina and 
I packed up the printing presses, moved to 
Maine, and ran a job printing company for 
a while. It was during that time I tried my 
hand at writing fiction where I at last found 
out what I was supposed to be doing. 

G: If I may, I’d like to ask you about 
your book Enemy Mine, which was very 

successful and was made into a successful feature film by the same name. I’m a psychol-
ogist, and one of my personal heroes in that field is Gordon Allport, whose 1954 book The Nature of Prejudice was a 
path-breaking work published in the same year as Brown v. Board. Allport articulated something that has come to be 
known as the contact hypothesis, which suggests that when there is hostility between groups of people, greater direct 
contact can have the effect of breaking down barriers and promoting better relations between people with differences. I 
recently re-watched Enemy Mine, and couldn’t help but think of Allport’s idea and the theme of the book. Was this idea 
in your mind at all as you conceived and wrote Enemy Mine? If not, what do you think of Allport’s idea in connection 
with Enemy Mine?

B: Admirers of the story Enemy Mine have touted it as anti-racist, anti-war, anti-genderist, and it is all of those things 
more as a result rather than as an intent. However, it had two main inspirations in addition to its military aspects. As I 
mentioned, the home I grew up in was nightmarishly sick. My family had about sixty acres in the hills west of Three-
Mile Island in Pennsylvania, mostly woodland. Beginning when I was seven or eight, I used to sneak out of the house 
late at night, go high up into the hills and deep into the woods, build shelters of branches and leaves, and wish for a friend 
to appear that had some answers to all of the life questions I had. Most nights that I could I spent in the woods.

The other inspiration was a roommate I had at SMA who was astoundingly racist. Simply to stop the daily battles and 
remain roommates we eventually agreed not to mention nor discuss the subject ever. One Sunday my roommate’s father 
came for a visit and my roommate invited me to dine with he, his father, and his best friend from home. A non-mess hall 
meal in those days was not to be refused lightly and I agreed. I had my mind along with its stereotypes radically bent at 
that meal. My roommate’s best friend from home was black. They obviously were great pals, and regaled me with stories 
of their hunting trips, camping, and so on. When my roommate and I were returned to campus I had to ask, “What’s with 
your friend? You hate Negroes.” My roommate’s answer supported Allport’s idea as well as provided me with the answer 
to so many of the issues dividing the human race today. After a look of shock and surprise, my roommate said, “He’s not 
a Negro; that’s Charlie and Charlie’s my friend.”

Those two sources were certainly in my mind as I wrote Enemy, but even more important was wishing to meet a 
being who knew who it was, what it expected of itself, and was comfortable in its own skin—all qualities I lacked at the 
time. And it was from this alien, this friend, that the point-of-view character learned how to become a human. Since then, 
science has shown us that the so-called “races” among the human race are imaginary, we all originate from the same 
place, and if one is an American, one is also an Afro-American, yet the divisions grow ever deeper as more-and-more 
we are pigeonholed into classes, races, genders, groups, organizations, parties, and so on, which provided inspiration for 
many of my following works, such as Rope, Paper, Scissors in the Joe Torio Mystery Series set in a clone of Staunton 
Military Academy. 

G: Did any of your experiences at SMA serve as the direct or indirect inspiration for elements of the many books 
you authored?

B: Many of my works involve soldiers, war, and military themes. Curiously, I draw more from my past at SMA than 
I do my time in the Army. SMA was “military” to me, and the Army during the Vietnam War was mostly a place where 
I repaired guided missiles and absorbed lessons in applied leadership. I got used to wearing a necktie at Staunton; I got 
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used to wearing no necktie in the Army. My readings in military history and history in general began at Staunton, my 
work in studying the American Civil War forming the basis of my still in progress Civil War fantasy, The Candle Man. 
Although the germ of the idea that later became The War Whisperer series began when I was in the Army, school and the 
many difficulties I had in school provided much emotional content applicable to the situations in the series.

G: What would you say is the legacy of your time at SMA in your life today?

B: At SMA we were a corps of cadets supported by alumni which 
I only came to appreciate when I became an alumnus bereft of a corps 
of cadets. Seeing old friends and classmates at the reunions is a great 
treat, and seeing the VWIL Corps of Cadets grow and being a part 
of helping the corps succeed is quite satisfying. Everyone has the 
future. My legacy from SMA is the small part I and the combined 
SMA-VWIL Alumni play in helping improve the training and under-
standing of leadership in those who graduate from the Mary Baldwin 
University VWIL Program. Albert Einstein once explained the dif-
ference between genius and stupidity by saying, “Genius has its lim-
its.” Today, if the United States is to survive in more than name only, 
there is an acute need for knowledgeable, experienced, objective, and 
fair-minded leaders in the military, and certainly in government, ed-
ucation, medicine, and business. By being a part of the support of VWIL, I hope we can help fill the ranks of all those 
fields with intelligent effective leaders who can help the USA, this world, and the human race reach for their potentials. 
If all I ever accomplish in life is to help move the needle a bit toward that goal, it will be legacy enough.

G: You have been a consistent and generous supporter of the SMAAF, for which we are all very grateful, and we 
are also grateful that you shared sometime today for this interview. Thanks Barry, and best wishes to you and Regina.

B: Thanks, and “Go Squirrels!”
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2010 SMA Reunion, Barry with VWIL’s BG Bissell
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Thank You

BRIEFLY
BRIEFLY …

SUSPENSE FOR FALL 2021 KABLEGRAM-LEADER NEWSLETTER. 
We plan to publish our fall issue of the Kablegram – Leader in November 2021. Please submit your articles to vwil@
marybaldwin.edu by October 30th, 2021.

CONFIRMED REUNION SPEAKERS. 
The SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Directors announced that Barry B. Longyear ’60 and Joseph D. Pistone ’59 
have agreed to be our speakers at the formal banquet on Saturday, April 9th, 2022.

Longyear ‘60 is best known for his award winning novella, “Enemy Mine,” he’s the first writer to win the Nebula 
Award, the Hugo Award, and the John W. Campbell Award for Best New Writer all in the same year. In addition to 
his acclaimed Enemy Mine series, his works include numerous short stories, the Circus World series, the Infinity 
Hold series, his Joe Torio Mystery Series, and novels ranging from Sea of Glass to The God Box, as well as his much 
praised Science-fiction Writer’s Workshop-I and his text on career writing, The Write Stuff. He has recently completed 
his eight-book epic, The War Whisperer. 

Pistone ’59 more recent work is with police training as a consultant and instructor supporting FBI Republics of Serbia 
Albania, Royal Canadian Mounted Police, International Law Enforcement Academy in Budapest, Regional Counter 
Drug Training Academy in Mississippi and Montenegro National Police. Based on his twenty-two year FBI career, 
he’s an internationally recognized expert regarding undercover operations and organized crime matters. He’s the re-
cipient of US Attorney General’s J. Edgar Hoover Award and FBI Medal of Valor. He’s the author of the New York 
Times Best Seller Donnie Brasco: My Undercover Life in the Mafia which was made into the Oscar-nominated movie 
Donnie Brasco starring Johnny Depp and Al Pacino. He’s written seven books based on the Donnie Brasco character.

Dear Staunton Military Academy,

Thank you for awarding me the SMA Alumni Leadership Scholarship. It is nice to know that both the Commandant’s 
Staff and yourself see the potential in me and are willing to fund my leadership development. 
Cadet CPL Katelin Whitcomb ‘24

Thank you very much for the SMA Alumni Leadership Scholarship. It’s an honor to be recognized. I am currently an 
upcoming junior majoring in Criminal Justice. I enjoy my studies and being involved with VWIL and Army ROTC at 
VMI. I am truly grateful for the scholarship support. 
Cadet SGT Allison Gonzalez ‘23

Thank you so much for providing scholarships for worthy cadets.  It means so much to me that I will not need to worry 
about my finances for the next school semester and that the VWIL Staff feels I am deserving of this award.
Cadet SGT Tralani Simpson ‘23

Thank you so much.  This means so much to me.  Your generosity blows me away.  Thank you for investing in me 
and the Corps of Cadets here at MBU. Thank you for your kindness.
Cadet CPT Kristi Walsh ‘22

Thank you very much for your generosity and I hope to see you at our Change of Command parade on May 14th 2021. 
Cadet 1st CPT Skylar Yushchak ‘22
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Reflections From Our Chaplain
YOUR QUARTERLY SERMONETTE

“Obituary”
By Rev. R. A. Henderson, ‘63

Our community will be saddened to learn this week of the death of one of our most 
valued citizens, Else, Someone; age unknown.
 
Else’s passing creates a void that will be difficult to fill.  Someone has been around 
for many years and for every one of those years, accomplished far more than a 
normal member’s share of the work.  Whenever there was a job to do, a need for a 
helping hand, or a meeting to attend, one name was on everyone’s lips, “Let Some-
one Else do it.”
 
Whenever leadership was mentioned, this wonderful person was looked to for in-
spiration as well as results; “Someone Else can work with that group.”  And it was 
common knowledge that Someone Else was among the most generous givers to the 
charities in our town.  Whenever there was a financial need, everyone just assumed 
Someone Else would make up the difference.  Else was a wonderful person; some-
times appearing superhuman.
 
Now the truth be known, everybody expected too much of Someone Else.  And 
now this caring person is gone!  We wonder what we are going to do.  Else left a 
wonderful example to follow, but who is going to follow it?  Who is going to do 
the things Someone Else did?
 
When you are asked to help in the future, remember -- we can no longer depend 
upon Someone Else.  Attend the area house of worship of your choice and find out 
what opportunities exist for you to help out in your community.  Be a cheerful giver 
of your time, talents, love and financial support to your Alumni Association and the 
community at large.
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Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc. 
 PO Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402 
 PHONE: (540) 885-1309 | FAX: 1-866-950-4452 | EMAIL: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org 

SMA Reunion 2022 (8-10 April)
Registration Form

PRINT & fill out form. Mail to address or FAX to: 1-866-950-4452 or SCAN & email to: SMOffice@sma-alumni.org

LAST NAME: ________________________________FIRST NAME: __________________MIDDLE INITIAL: _____
SMA YEAR: ___________
ADDRESS: ________________________________CITY: ____________________ STATE: ____ ZIP: ___________
TEL: (          ) ____________________; (           ) __________________; EMAIL: ___________________________

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER
SPOUSE NAME: _______________________________________________________________
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION
Deadline is March 21, 2022 Please take the time NOW to complete your registration form. By doing this, you will 
help us plan more effectively for a successful SMA/VWIL Reunion. 
Please note – lodging reservations at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel (or elsewhere) must be made separately.

$ __________

$ __________

_____ Weekend x $150/person1*

_____ Friday Only x $85/person2*

_____ Saturday Only x $85/person3* $ __________

_____ Sponsor a VWIL Cadet at Alumni Banquet ($50/cadet) $ __________

TOTAL COST: $ __________

PAYMENT 
□ Check (payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)

□ Credit Card: (can only accept MC/VISA) □ MasterCard  □  VISA
Card Number: _______________________________________ 
Expiration Date: _______________________________________ 
Security Code: (CVV2 code on back of card) _______________________________________ 

BILLING ADDRESS 
Name:  
(exactly as written on credit card) __________________________________ 
Billing Address: (for credit card purchases) 
(must be exactly as written on CC billing statement) __________________________________ 

__________________________________ 
____________________________ ZIP: _____ 

SIGNATURE 

Signature: __________________________________ 

1 After March 21st, the price increases to $160 for the weekend. Door price is $170 
2 After March 21st, the price increases to $90 for Friday only. Door price is $100. No individual event tickets for sale.
3 After March 21st, the price increases to $90 for Saturday only. Door price is $100. No individual event tickets for sale.
* Prices for individual scheduled events not authorized; only payment for entire single day of events.
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By Iuliana Petre, VWIL ’01

I’m aware as I write this article that there’s a chance most of its readers will be people I’ve never met. People 
who perhaps have only seen my name in a VWIL publication listing graduates by class. In that case, my name is 
the 18th one down on the list for the Class of 2001. I imagine that anyone skimming down this list might encounter 
my name, feel stumped by its pronunciation, mumble something incoherent to herself, and move on to the next 
name. 

My hope, by the end of this article, is that you feel better acquainted with me as perhaps new friends might 
feel, or dare I say, as sisters. First, my name is Iuliana, pronounced you-lee-ana, and spelled with an i, as in India. 
Second, as this is an alumni newsletter, I thought it fitting to include a then-and-now photo collage of me as both a 
new alum and a seasoned one. My reasons for the collage are two-fold. Read more about this in my other article 
titled: “If You’re on the Gram,” in the VWIL section of this publication. Now, let me take you on a journey. 

How It Started
In the Fall of 1998, I was a sophomore at Mary Baldwin College 

and a second-year cadet in the VWIL program. My roommate and 
I were sharing a basement room in Tullidge. From our window we 
could see the tennis courts, and sometimes in the afternoons, we 
could hear the team practicing. I was new to Army ROTC having 
spent my nULL year in Navy ROTC. I had a boyfriend at VMI, and 
was working towards a major in English in hopes that it would one 
day open a door to a writing career. 

While I was no longer a nULL making nULL mistakes, I was a 
sophomore making new ones. I earned demerits for being late to, and 
on one occasion, missing a meeting with my platoon sergeant. I had 
a teensy bit of rank and increased responsibility in the corps. I was 
young and curious about the world. I also had a car —a lemon — that 
I loved, and that mostly stayed in park.

Since my friends and I lived in Tullidge, and many of our classes were on the south side of campus, we logged 
hundreds of miles up and down those hills. It was on those treks across campus that I saw the letters SMA etched into 
concrete pillars and on some signs. Of the people I asked, no one seemed to know much, if anything, about SMA. 

So, I finally Googled it. A simple internet search revealed that SMA 
was short for Staunton Military Academy — a boys’ high school that had 
existed on what is now a part of Mary Baldwin’s campus. When the doors 
to SMA closed in 1976 its campus was purchased by Mary Baldwin and 
several buildings were torn down. The webpage I’d come across was 
maintained by a graduate of the school — Malcolm Kantzler, SMA ’65. 
I contacted him via a link on his page and we struck up an unexpected 
friendship. 

In our correspondence we shared stories of our lived experiences in 
SMA and VWIL. The common ground was that SMA and VWIL were es-
tablished on the principles of providing a well-rounded education, teach-
ing discipline, instilling core values, and preparing young people for the 
world. I felt the loss of Malcolm’s alma mater and wondered what it might 

mean if one day VWIL ceased to exist. I imagined the young men whose voices had once echoed through SMA’s halls, 
whose feet had moved in formation on its parade ground, and whose experiences mirrored mine in many ways. I pro-
posed an idea to Malcolm, and also to Dr. Brenda Bryant (may she rest in peace) — what if the VWIL Corps of Cadets 
held a parade in honor of the men who once attended SMA? 

Now, what I haven’t told you up to this point is that since my nULL year I had a campus job in the former VWIL 
House behind Woodson. I worked for Susan Williams — a former Mary Baldwin employee who helped run the VWIL 
House. Sometimes when she didn’t have work for me I would study or find other ways to occupy my time. 

Inside of the museum showing the 
VWIL holdings 

This One’s For the Girls

Inside of the museum showing
 the VWIL holdings
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This One’s For the Girls Cont.

The old VWIL House had wooden floors that creaked in some places, and 
an old fireplace. It was dark and empty in some parts, and I wondered what 
stories it might tell if it could speak. One day while snooping in some boxes, I 
found a couple photo albums packed full of news clippings about Dr. Bryant and 
the work she did to create and establish VWIL. The collection of articles was 
something Sue had made for her. While I read quite a few articles, I didn’t have 
to read too far to understand the magic that was Dr. Bryant. One day Dr. Bryant 
came in from meetings and saw the albums. She learned from Sue that I had 
found them, and was amused. She asked what I might have read and I told her 
about the article that stood out to me the most. It was one in which the writer 
eloquently named Dr. Bryant’s strength as her ability to establish meaningful 

connections and build relationships with others. VWIL was birthed as a result of this work. 
So, when I approached Dr. Bryant with my own idea about the connection to SMA and the potential relationship 

between us, she — better than anyone — understood my vision. In fact, I think she could see it clearer — and brimming 
with possibilities — even more than I could at the time.

Over the next few months, having secured Dr. Bryant’s support and access to resources, I worked diligently on this 
project. Sue helped me to manage the influx of alumni names and addresses as they came in from sources like Brocky 
Nicely, SMA ’65. I typed up invitations and we labeled, stamped and mailed out over a hundred of them to SMA alumni. 
The parade was held in the spring of 1999, and went off without a hitch. The VWIL Color Guard carried a very heavy 
version of SMA’s flag, and roughly 35 SMA alumni were in attendance. 

After the parade I returned fully to my studies and commitments to the VWIL Corps not really knowing what might 
be next as far as the evolution of this project was concerned. On one particular afternoon, as I was leaving the old 
VWIL House, Dr. Bryant caught up with me on the way up the hill. I knew she was proud of me because she said as 
much, and expressed her excitement for the work I’d done to bring the organizations together. She shared that several 
SMA alumni banded together to breathe new life into the SMA Alumni Association, now the SMA Alumni Foundation 
(SMAAF). That day, before she hiked off to her car she left me with one statement — which in hindsight feels like an 
overdue homework assignment — “one day VWIL will need an alumni association, too,” she said.

How It’s Been Going
After the 1999 parade, the SMAAF funded a scholarship to be 

awarded to a junior VWIL cadet. That year — as a junior — I was 
awarded the first scholarship. Since then the scholarship program 
has evolved. While it started with one, there are now 8 scholarships 
awarded annually to VWIL cadets; 3 scholarships awarded annual-
ly to descendants of SMA alumni, faculty and staff; and 4 scholar-
ships awarded to deserving high school students. Over the last 22 
years, 140 young women from VWIL have been awarded $280,500 
in scholarships. 

In a June 2001 issue of the Kablegram Mark Orr, SMA ’73, wrote 
“good ideas have a tendency to grow.” That same year, in response 
to the original ideas by Dr. Bryant and Malcolm Kantzler to estab-
lish a Memorial Wall and a joint SMA-VWIL Museum on the Mary 
Baldwin campus, the SMAAF did just that. Following strong financial 
support from SMA alumni, and with the full cooperation of MBU and VWIL, a memorial wall and museum were opened 
to the public on the part of Mary Baldwin’s campus where SMA’s North Barracks once stood. 

In 2003, when the Virginia Legislature threatened to dramatically reduce funding for VWIL due to budget cuts, SMA 
alumni organized a letter writing campaign led by Tom Phillips, SMA ’74 — and carried out by a number of members 
of the Board of Directors (BoD) and alumni — to restore state funding for VWIL. As you may remember, the campaign 
succeeded and funding was restored. In 2008, they again organized and showed up to impress upon members of the 
Virginia Legislature the critical importance of continuing the state’s funding of the VWIL program. 
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For years, the SMAAF continued to explore ways to increase their association with the VWIL program. In 2003, 
under the direction of Bill Kearns, SMA ’74, the BoD of the SMAAF, established a committee chaired by Eugene Eh-
mann, SMA ’74, tasked to establish a program to help Mary Baldwin with their Corps of Cadets. Their plan was nothing 
short of ambitious as the foundation funded scholarships, re-designated funds to increase scholarship awards to VWIL 
cadets, and also established the SMA-VWIL Initiative — pledging $50,000 in annual contributions to VWIL to operate 
its program. 

Over the years the foundation has made it possible for the VWIL band to get new instruments, have old ones re-
paired, cover the fees for a band instructor, and buy new sheet music. The foundation also donated three computers 

complete with keyboards, monitors and printers to be used by VWIL 
in such places as the Supply House to replace manual record keep-
ing and antiquated (or altogether missing) technology. The foundation 
paid for uniforms and purchased a 15-passenger van. Peter Worth, 
SMA ’57, donated $450,000 for the repair and renovation of the run-
ning track and soccer field, as well as the removal of the old concrete 
bleachers at what is now SMA-Worth Field.

While the financial contributions of the SMAAF to the VWIL Corps 
of Cadets and Mary Baldwin University has been impressive, it’s im-
portant to note that to this day, the VWIL Corps embraces SMA’s lega-
cy of Truth, Duty, Honor as its core values; the VWIL Color Guard car-
ries the SMA flag; the drill team is aptly named “Howie Rifles;” SMA’s 
history takes up two pages in “The Book;” and each year the VWIL 
Corps of Cadets holds a formal parade to honor returning SMA alumni. 

In a June 2008 article in the Kablegram, Thomas A. Davis, SMA ’62, referred to VWIL as an extension of SMA, 
and the relationship between the two as one of mutual support. Davis’ said it perfectly when he referred to VWIL as a 
program without a heritage and SMA as a heritage with no program. 

In 2009 the SMAAF BoD passed a vote to amend their bylaws to add the alumni of VWIL into their membership. In 
the fall of 2020 I was invited to sit on the BoD — an opportunity I accepted. Additionally, in May of this year, the SMAAF 
BoD passed a vote amending their bylaws again to add the seated MBU-VWIL Commandant of Cadets as a full mem-
ber of its BoD. By the time of this article’s publication Brigadier General Teresa Djuric and I will have been sitting on the 
SMAAF BoD — as voting members — for one and 9 months, respectively. 

A Call to Action
As far as what comes next, I believe it’s time we bring Dr. Bryant’s dream for a VWIL alumni association to fruition. 

While this may sound like a daunting task, it is not out of our reach. 
My experience as a board member for the SMAAF has provided me firsthand experience working within an asso-

ciation. While this is my first time on a board of directors, it is not my first time working within a 501(c)3, and I’m aware 
of the far-reaching capabilities of such an organization. I’m learning a great deal, and would happily use my experience 
to get us started. We have the support of Mary Baldwin University, the current VWIL leadership and the cadets corps. 
We just need each other. Approximately 450 women have graduated from the program since 1999 so it’s not like we’re 
short on members. 

During a recent chat with VWIL cadets I inquired as to what they want from their alumni corps. Their responses 
were simple — presence and engagement both in person and virtually.  

While I have many ideas for how to propel us forward, my big ask of VWIL alumnae is that you join me. The first 
order of business is to rally our alumnae community on social media and the web. I intend to gather us virtually this fall 
to engage on topics about the way ahead, initiate fundraising efforts, and further connect us with the cadet corps. I will 
use this publication and social media outlets to push information to you as things unfold. 

I’ve also created a short survey using SurveyMonkey. The answers you provide to a few basic questions will help 
me to assess what’s important to you. The link to that survey is here:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MXLB7JG

  Going forward I promise to work diligently on your behalf to lay the groundwork for our association. I humbly 
thank you for reading this far, and look forward to hearing from you. 

This One’s For the Girls Cont.



One 1st Prize: 34% of receipts ($5,100)
One 2nd Prizes: 10% of receipts ($1,500 each)

One 3rd Prizes: 3% of receipts ($900 each)

Only 150 Tickets Sold! --- Cost per Ticket $100
ALL PRIZES ARE GUARANTEED

Drawing is on April 9, 2022
from 6pm to 10pm

Stonewall Jackson Hotel
---------

You do not have to be present 
to win

Mail with Check or Money Order to:     Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
P.O. Box 958. Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309 
Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org Website: http://sma-alumni.org

Total Donation: $100 per Ticket. Tickets will be mailed to you upon return of this form and payment of $100 
per ticket by check, money order, or credit card

Number of Tickets:__________ x $100 =__________
Name:__________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:______________________________         Signature:___________________________
Email (for future announcements):___________________________________________________________
Credit Card (MasterCard or Visa only) Billing Address (for credit card)

Card Number:____________________ ___________________________
Expiration Date:__________________ ___________________________
Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card):____________________ ___________________________

Name (as it appears on credit card):___________________________ ___________________________

VisaMaster Card
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND

$500,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Peter Worth ’57 * (cash and pledge) (w/benches, WWI 
Monument Restoration, Museum Signage Package 
sponsorship, Flag and Flag Pole upkeep sponsorship 
and SMA Eagle sponsorship) * Includes gift of $450,000 
to MBU for naming of Kable Field to SMA Worth Field

$200,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 *(IRA Beneficiary Des-
ignation) (Longyear TDH VWIL Scholarship and bricks)

$100,000 + (KABLE SOCIETY)
Richard DiTraglia ’50 (Gift from Last Will and Testament)

$50,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Bill Bissett ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *
George R. Shiarella ’48 (SMA Scholarship)

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Anonymous ’74 *

$35,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino ’75 * (with SMA Scholarship)

$25,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Tilford Jones ’76 (Life Insurance Beneficiary Designa-
tion)

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Larry Atkinson ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
John Conomikes ’50 * ( SMA Eagle, Brochure sponsor-
ship and SMA Scholarship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 * (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 * (w/SMA sponsorship)
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Richard Henderson ‘63 *
David Brooks Holstein ’73 (w /SMA Scholarship Program 
and Class of 1973 Scholarship)  *
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship, Col. Wease 
Scholarship and in Honor of Lolo Kable) *
John (Jack) Vaughan III ’69 (w/bench and SMA Eagle 
sponsorship) * 
Patricia & Herk Wolfe ’49 (bench sponsorship/Howie 
Bust sponsorship) * deceased

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Carter Condon (Patron) *
John Fuog ’70 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR) Cont.
Burdette Holmes ’62 * (w/SMA columns sponsorship 
and SMA Scholarship)
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 * 
Charles R. Jenkins ’53 *
John Nolde ‘63*
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration spon-
sorship) *
Joseph Ritok ’66 *
H. Roller Shipplett ’67 (brochure, transcripts copy and 
new website sponsorships ) *
Leslie Taylor ’66 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship and Col. 
Wease Scholarship)
Virginia Windley (Don) ’70 * (w/Donald R. Windley ‘70 
Scholarship)

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *
Stuart Smith ‘48

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli (deceased) ’61*
Peter Birckhead ’73 * (with SMA Class 1973 Scholarship) 
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74*
Ed Morse ‘59 
Mark Orr ’73 *(with SMA Class 1973 Scholarship) 
David Shipula ’73 * (with SMA Class 1973 Scholarship) 
Louis Stathis ’70 *

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Brown ’66 * (with SMA Scholarship)
John Fink ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
William (Bill) Page ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Stephen L. Taylor ’63 *

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ’68 *
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband Frank Lee ’52 
and w/bench sponsorship)
Floyd Ostrom ’62 *
George Mastroianni ’73 (w/ Col. Robert H. Wease 

Bench)
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of Duke Myers ’60 de-
ceased)*
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron)*

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
David Gray Anderson ’59 (with SMA Scholarship)
Michael Byington ’61 * (deceased)

Updated as of May 15, 2021

By Peter Birckhead ‘73   l   peterbirckhead@gmail.com   l    713-819-1980

LEGENCY FUND PROJECT EXCEEDS GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION IN DONATIONS
Thanks to all of our alumni and patrons who have generously given to the Legacy Fund. We have now, after almost 8 years of 

fund raising, exceeded $1.8 Million in cash donations, pledges, and life insurance death benefit designations either directly to or 
for the behalf of the SMA AF

While we have now reached our fund raising goal our financial needs continue each year so please consider a donation and 
make it today either by mailing a check or going on line to www.sma-alumni.org. using a credit card or paypal.

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS) Cont.
Lucius Chapin ‘66
Allen Jones ’48 * (deceased)
Stanley Lesniak ’67 * (with Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Tim Scheel ’73 (w/brochure sponsorship and Class of 
1973 Scholarship) *

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Hamilton Beggs ‘56
Mark Beverage ‘73 
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72 
Wesley G. Constable ’61*
William Gershen ‘58
Charlie Drumheller ’66 (w/Cannon Restoration spon-
sorship) 
Peter Fail ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Robert Horvath ’47 *
Warren Hutton ’75 *
Carlos Alfredo Iraheta ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholar-
ship) 
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench and SMA Eagle spon-
sorship) *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)
Anthony C. Korvas’59 
Steve Landa ’63 *
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67 (deceased)
Ralph Sebrell ’45
David Shipula ‘73
Peter Stark ’50 *
Frederick Walton ‘33

$500+ (BENEFACTOR)
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Michael F. Corbi ’62 (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Robert Digiacomo ’69 (SMA Eagle, Brick sponsorships, 
SMA Scholarship) * 
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband Fred Benson 
Griffin ’57)
Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Mrs. Robert Horvath (Memory of Robert Horvath ’47)
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Carlos Iraheta ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship) 
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of Maj. Thomas 
Howie) *
Christopher Jones ’71 *
Peter Jones ‘65 
Walter Kircher ’70 (w/Brick Fund) 
William Lambert ’62*
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Glen Macfadden ’69 * (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Conrad Mihalek ’66 (w/SMA Scholarship) *
Duke Myers ’60 *
Douglas Nunn ’71 *
Leland K. Ozawa ’61 *
William Pandak ’73 * (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Troy Paul ’73 (with Class of 1973 Scholarship) 
David Rhodes ‘72
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Edmund Smith ‘76

$500+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
James H. Stevenson ’58 *
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Larry Ward ’71 * (SMA Scholarship)
Donald Westbrook ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

$250+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong Patron (husband Jack 
Armstrong ’37) *
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
Edward Burka ’48 *
Robert Clements ’58 *
Bill Crampton ’62 * 
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Anthony Disher, Jr. ’72 *
Robert Flatford ’66 *
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
David Goritz ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship) 
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ’51 *
Geoffrey Hall ‘65
Tad Hall ’73 *
Mark J. Hancock ’62 *
Page Kable (Patron) *
Harvie Martin III ‘74
Donato Mastroianni ‘73 
Edward McLorie ’63 *
Gordon Milestone ’43 *
Edward Patsch ’53 *
Phil Peter ’50 *
Robert Piper ‘68
Robert E. Poust ‘69 
Neil J. Rogers ’69 *
Fredrick Shaftman ‘66
Lawrence Steele III ‘61*
Robert Tabor ‘58 *
Frank Till ’71 *
John W. Turner ’67 *
Peter Voss ’48 *
Carl Winnefeld ’61 *
Samuel F. Woody ’47 (deceased) and Lee Hardin 
Woody (wife) *
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty) Deceased *
Philip Yount ’62 *

$200+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anthony Betz ‘67
Pasquale P. Caiazza ’68 (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
Craig E. Hanson ‘74
Paul Heyard ’72 *
Tom Howie ‘67
Sanford Jacobson ’55 
Larry Lombari ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Michael Lipper ‘53 
Edmund Leigh ‘74
Gary Martell ‘69
Jeffrey Metzel ‘43
Hugh Sproul III ’54 (w/brochure sponsorship)
James Stevenson ‘58 
Doris Thompson (Patron) *
J. Warren Turner ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
W.J. Turner ‘67
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog Mem. Fund) *
Scott Zabroski ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
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$100+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anonymous ’62 * (w/SMA column sponsorship)
Charles Angemeer Jr. ’73 (w Class of 1973 Scholarship) 
James Adams ’59 *
Darr Barshis ‘72
Richard Beaver ‘56
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57
James Bond ’51 *
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
William Bush ’62 (with SMA columns sponsorship)
Alan Butterworth ‘51 *
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
John Clifford ‘67 
Jose Colon ’60
Wesley G. Constable ’61 *
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Robert H. Dewey III ’68 (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Jack Dickerson ’67 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
David Didawick (Patron) (w/Col. Robert H. Wease 
Scholarship)
George Dunigan ‘64
Philip Farber ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Allen Fisher ’56 (in memory of his brother Bruce Fisher ’49)
William Foard ’56 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
Dennis Calzonetti ’73 (w/Class of 1973 Scholarship)
Mark Hancock ‘62
James Hayslip ’75 *
Harry R. Heavner (Patron) (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
John C. Hildebrand ‘72
Benjamin Hudson, Jr. ‘54
John Kelly ‘57
Joseph Koch ’53 *
Lee Lawrence ‘56
Robert Lehman ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Jon Levy ‘56
A Michael Lipper ’53 *
William M. Meredith ‘45
Randall Melton ‘76
SFC Kenneth Messer, Jr ’66 *
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Stephen Newton ‘62
Russell Ogan ’70 *
W. David Paul ‘71 
Randal M. Pais ‘63 
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
William Ratcliff, Jr ‘62
Robert Remaley (Patron)
West Schoenfuss ‘73 
Wayne Scholtes ‘64
Elizabeth Seaman (Patron for Husband Peter Seaman ’50)
Robert Skrotsky ‘63
Ed Smith ‘76
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her husband Dale 
Frederick Snell ’56)
Alexander Spero ‘53 

$100+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
Clarence Tart ‘53
D. Marshall Taylor ‘75
John R. Taylor ‘72
Patricia L Taylor (wife of Joseph J. Taylor ’46)
David Tinker ’69 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John T. Turner ‘67
W. John Turner ’67 *
Paul P. Vames (Patron) (Brother of Tommy Va-
mes) (w/ Col. Wease Scholarship)
Jeffrey Van Hyning ‘64
Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
James H. Wease (Patron) (w/Col. Wease Scholar-
ship Fund) 
D. Eli E. White ‘53
David L. Wolfe ‘75
Robert Wood ‘53
Lee P. Woody ’47 *
Charles Youngman ‘55 

$50+ (BENEFACTOR)
Frank Allen ’47 (w/brick sponsorship)
Kelly Allen ‘71
Richard Alonzo ’64 *
William Baldwin III ‘64
Patrick Benavides (Patron) (w/brick sponsorship)
Lawrence Brown ‘65
Bruce Buchanan ’66 (w/brick sponsorship)
Carol Caldwallader Patron (in honor of Lewis 
Caldwallader ‘55)
Ms. Terry Clark Patron (in honor of her father Wil-
liam Clark ’48)
David Cohen ‘59
Don Cross ’67 (w/brick sponsorship)
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of James Dee-
han ’55)
John Diemer ’67 *
Everette Doffermyre ’66 *
Susan Finlay Patron (brick for Lolo Kable)
Alexander Forester ‘74
Frederick Gambke ’73 *
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoffry Hall ’64)
Kim Hoffecker (brick for Charles Hoffecker ’38 
deceased)
Scott Holcomb ‘66
Ben Hollis ’58 *
Ben Hudson ’54
James F. Keating ’66 PG *
Patrick Kelley ‘72
Barbara Kerne (Patron)
Carolyn Lucy (Patron) Wife of J.C. Lucy, Jr. ‘53
Alan Messer ’68 (w/brick sponsorship) *
Dan Newman ’60 *
Peter Ottman ’65 (w/Howie Bust sponsorship)
Richard Parson ‘60
COL. Brooke Read ’46 *
AJ Scolio ‘43
Neal Smith ‘66
Michael Somers ’65 (w/brochure sponsorship)
William Summers ‘60
Edwin Taliaferro ’60 *

SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.
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$50+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
Thomas Vames Staff (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Peter Velde ‘67
Jon Walker ‘54
Edna Wease (Patron) (Sister in Law of Col. Wease) (w/ 
Col. H. Wease Scholarship)
William L. Wease (Patron) (Brother of Col. Wease) (w/ 
Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Eli White ‘53
John Zack’69
Fish Bowl in Museum Receipts

$25+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of her hus-
band John Armstrong’37)
Lee Beard ‘51
David Behuhn ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)
Howard Brewer, Jr ‘47
Claude L. Crawford ’57 (Faculty) *
Robert Coyner ’49 
John Diemer ‘67
Michael Deuting ‘59
Carlos Ferro ’51
Douglas Godwin ‘69
John Graham ‘59 

$25+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
Mark Hannock ‘62
Charles Hnilicka ‘48
Stanley Kaplan ‘54
Stanley Licker ‘55
Gregory and Paula Lockhart (Patrons) for James Jewett ‘41
Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Edward Mann ‘46
Kirk Moberley ’63 *
Michael Meyers ‘59
John Morrow ‘52
John Pennypacker, Jr ‘63
Darrell Richardson ‘67
Hal Schweder ‘40
Randall See ‘75
William Suppes, Jr. ‘45
William Thomas ‘61
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
William Tucker, Jr ‘58
Dick Unger ‘63

$10+ (BENEFACTOR)
Joesph McKbben ‘60
James Spencer (Patron)
Gary Waple ’60 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.

Thanks to all of these alumni and patrons who have supported the Legacy Fund Project.  Your donations 
have helped to ensure the memories, traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity. Your dona-
tions have helped our alumni foundation to continue to provide scholarships and support for organizations 
(such as the VWIL Program at MBU) that exemplify our core values of Truth, Duty and Honor. And finally your 
donations have helped support the new SMA Scholarship Program.

The listing above represents only 20% of living alumni. There are still 80% of those of you who have not 
made a donation! Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No amount is too small and all donations are 
fully tax deductible.  It is easy to donate, just contact me directly and we can discuss all options available to 
help you.  Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73, peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 713-819-1980.

Note.: If you don’t see your name, and you have donated, please let me know. If you have donated 
more than once and do not have a “*” next to your name please let me know. Thanks!

SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION, INC
PRESENT DAY

PAST PRESIDENTS
ARTHUR R. KLEMM, JR ‘44

ROBERT R. ROSSI ‘67
ROBERT M. COLE ‘63
WALLACE P. STILZ ‘39

CYRIL B. “BUTCH” AARON ‘57
FREDERICK C. BURNER ‘68
THOMAS E. B. PHILLIPS ‘74

WILLIAM J. KEARNS ‘74

C. DAVID LITZENBURG ‘58
HARRY W. BRUCKNO ‘62

WILLIAM K. BISSETT ‘74
THOMAS A. DAVIS ‘62
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION, INC
LIFETIME MEMBERS

(As of March 2021)

Please consider becoming a Lifetime Member of our alumni association and never pay annual dues again and have your 
name proudly displayed on a plaque in our beloved museum.  One time donation of $1,000. Please contact Peter Birckhead 

(peterbirckhad@gmail.com) or Arlene Nicely (SMA Office (smaalumni@outlook.com) for more details.

RALPH L. SEBRELL ‘45
JEROME S. FLETCHER ‘47
ALLEN JONES ’48 *
JOHN G. CONOMIKES ‘50
RICHARD DITRAGLIA ‘50
PETER G. “PAT” STARK ‘50
FRANK A. LEE ’52 *
CHARLES R. JENKINS ‘53
JOHN M. GARNER ‘53
JAMES H. STEVENSON ‘58
VICTOR J. ROSENBERG ‘56
PETER J. WORTH ‘57
GERALD E. BERNFELD ‘57
JOHN MICHAEL KELLY ‘57
COL(R) MICHAEL QUINLAN ‘57
ROBERT G. TABOR ’58 *
JAMES C. ADAMS, II ‘59
KELLY MCGAVOCK ‘59
DONALD W. MACDONALD ‘59
EDWARD H. MORSE, JR. ’59
E. ROBERT THERIOT ‘59
BARRY B. LONGYEAR ‘60
JOHN O. ANTONELLI ’61 *
STEVEN L. BOND ‘61

WESLEY G. CONSTABLE ‘61
LELAND K. OZAWA ‘61
WILLIAM L. CLYBURN ‘62
WILLIAM S. CRAMPTON ‘62
LAWRENCE J. HERTZBERG ‘62
HUBERT HOFFMAN, III ‘62
BURDETTE HOLMES ‘62
PHILIP YOUNT ‘62
REV. RICHARD HENDERSON ‘63
STEPHEN R. LANDA ‘63
EDWARD J. MCLORIE ‘63
JOHN A. NOLDE ‘63
ROBERT W. SKROTSKY ‘63
JOHN A. WENDELL ‘63
GEORGE T. JENNINGS ‘64
WILLIAM C. STILLGEBAUER ‘64
FREDERICK HAZLEWOOD ‘65
BROCKY A. NICELY ‘65
PETER W. BROWN ‘66
DANTE E. CASTRODALE ‘66
RAYMOND R. JARVIS, III ‘66
R.M. “DICKIE” KING, JR ‘66
LTC (R) CONRAD F. MIHALEK ‘66
JOSEPH A. RITOK ‘66

LESLIE G. TAYLOR ‘66
LEONARD A. GREENBERG ‘67
THOMAS D. HOWIE, II ‘67
SALLY HOWIE JEBSON (Patron)
STANLEY LESNIAK ‘67
ROBERT M. PARKER ‘67
H. ROLLER SHIPPLETT, JR ‘67
DAVID L. COOPER ‘68
JACK DALBO ’68 
JAMES W. MIXTER ‘68
DAVID A. SPROUL ‘68
ROBERT J. DIGIACOMO ‘69
PHILIP M. FARBER ‘69
COL (R) KIM G. LANGLEY ‘69
JAY C. NEDRY ‘69
NEIL J. ROGERS ‘69
GEOFFREY STETSON ‘69
JOHN W. VAUGHAN, III ‘69
DONALD L. WESTBROOK ‘69
RICK EDWARDS ‘70
KEVIN J. GORMAN ‘70
WALTER W. KIRCHER ‘70
LOUIS C. STATHIS ‘70
CHRISTOPHER A. JONES ‘71

W. DAVID PAUL, JR ‘71
DARR E. BARSHIS ‘72
DR. RANDY BLACKBURN ‘72
ANTHONY H. DISHER ‘72
ROGER R. SCHLEIDEN ‘72
PETER D. BIRCKHEAD ‘73
HARRY W. BROERE ‘73
D. BROOKS HOLSTEIN ‘73
ERICH L. KURRE ‘73
MARK ORR ‘73
DAVID A. SHIPULA ‘73
WILLIAM K. BISSETT ‘74
EUGENE K. EHMANN ‘74
WILLIAM K. KEARNS ‘74
ALLYN “BUDDY” KEYSER 
’74 ROBERT “SONNY” MAJOR ‘74
J. HARVIE MARTIN, III ‘74
THOMAS E. B. PHILLIPS ‘74
DR. BRUCE W. THOMAS ’74 *
DAVID J. WOLFE ‘74
WARREN A. HUTTON ‘75
ROBERT PARRINO ‘75

* deceased

DEEP SOUTH DETACHMENT
This is the first in a series of articles about SMA alumni who are members of the SMA Deep South Detach-
ment on the Mississippi/Louisiana Gulf Coast.   

First let us brag a little about three of our 16 mem-
bers who are also members of the SMA Hall of Fame:  
Dennis Oliver, SMA ’53, Community Service; Sam 
Camp, SMA PG ‘59, Entrepreneur; and Brooks Hol-
stein, SMA 73, Entrepreneur.  We encourage you to 
read about the accomplishments of these fine gen-
tlemen on the Hall of Fame web page at sma-alumni.
org.

Next, we would like to introduce you to Ronald “Ron” 
Alonzo, SMA PG ‘61, and his wife, Denise, who are 
charter members of the Detachment.  They have two 
children, Rodrigo & Micaela, and Denise’s brother, 
Pierre Rufin, is one of Ron’s fellow SMA cadets from 
the Class of 1961 (and is also a member of the De-
tachment).  Ron and Denise never missed an op-
portunity to join the other Detachment members for 
quarterly luncheons and fellowship prior to the arriv-
al of Covid 19, after which all gatherings were sus-
pended.

Ron came to SMA from 
Mexico City where he 
was reared bilingually 
(Spanish and English).  
He graduated in 1960 
but returned that fall as 
a post-grad becoming 
a member of the Howie 
Rifles and a Lieutenant 
in C Company. 

Later he attended Tu-
lane University in New 
Orleans where he received a BA in American His-
tory and International relations.  While at Tulane, 
Ron joined the Army ROTC program and was on 
the Pershing Rifle Drill Squad that marched in Mardi 
Gras parades and performed at Green Wave foot-
ball half-time ceremonies in Tulane’s Sugar Bowl 
Stadium.   

Ron’s Yearbook photo  
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Ron had a kidney affliction that kept him out of the 
Army, and he opted to go on to Graduate School – 
THUNDERBIRD – The American Graduate School of 
International Management (Phoenix, AZ). He gradu-
ated with a BFT, having majored in International Ad-
vertising and International Marketing.  He also learned 
Portuguese (Brazilian & Continental).  

Ron’s first Career job was as International Advertis-
ing & Sales Promotion Manager at Whirlpool Cor-
poration (Benton Harbor, MI) – where he traveled 
to New York to implement the company’s marketing 
communications programs with Kenyon & Eckhardt 
and Gardner, international advertising agencies.  
NYC was the business capital of the free world and 
headquarters to all media – both print and broad-
casting – and the NYC business community had ex-
perienced people who provided guidance for Ron. 

Ron was promoted to Regional Sales Manager 
for Europe where he sold commercial ice makers, 
spending much time traveling from his home in Mich-
igan to France, UK, Spain, Italy, and other European 
markets.  Later, Ron also took on the responsibility of 
Sales Manager for Latin America and the Caribbean.

Then, Ron joined the Kohler company (Kohler, 
WI) as International Sales Manager selling plumb-
ing Products in Hong Kong/China, Japan, southeast 
Asia, and middle east markets – Saudi Arabia, Ku-
wait, and the nearby Trucial states.  Ron’s knowl-
edge of plumbing products gave him a chance to be 
part of the massive construction projects of the mid-
dle east and Asia, including China following the nor-
malization of relations between China and the U.S.   
Ron enjoyed his international wanderings where he 
became “a Marco Polo” and a “Renaissance Man” 
(learning European and Asian cultures), thanks to 
his SMA teachers – Lt. Wease, Capt. Case and Lt. 
Keisler – who had stirred his international curiosity.  

Ron joined Jet Spray, a foodservice equipment man-
ufacturer in Boston, selling to the expanding food-
service markets in the 1980s where he caught the 
growth of McDonald’s and other US chains as well 
as catering to the growth of local restaurant and in-
stitutional feeding outlets. The saying then was that 
“the USA exports, Rock n’ roll, blue jeans, and fast 
food.”  In addition to Jet Spray’s beverage dispens-
ers, Ron also sold fryers for Frymaster (Shreveport, 
LA) as McDonald’s expanded its operations into 104 

countries.   Ron also worked for Cooper Atkins (Mid-
dlefield, CT) selling commercial and industrial ther-
mometers covering Latin America and Canada.  He 
retired from the foodservice industry in 2012.

In France, Ron picked up a knowledge of wine & 
commercial food service and how the restaurant 
trade worked.  The French led the world in fine wine 
and food preparation, and Ron’s French colleagues 
honored him by initiating him into the French Burgun-
dy society.  He was also named a Chevalier of the 
Confrérie des Chevaliers du Tastevin; a Profession-
nel de la Table of the Chaine des Rôtisseurs; and a 
CFSP level I of the NAFEM (Certified Food Service 
Professional.)  He freely passes along this knowl-
edge on his internet “Conversations with Don Mer-
lot” (Ron’s nom de plume.)  To read some of Ron’s 
“blogs,” Google Philadelphia Junto Ron Alonzo wine 
(www.junto.blogspot.com)

Denise remained at home during most of Ron’s trav-
els and, in addition to maintaining their home, worked 
as a Montesorri teacher.  They did, however, travel 
together in many countries like France, Switzerland, 
Germany, and Puerto Rico and lived in several U.S. 
states, but they chose to retire in Jefferson, Louisi-
ana, a suburb, of New Orleans, where they both feel 
at home.

(Ron’s younger brother, Richard Alonzo, came to 
SMA in January 1961 as a freshman and was also in 
the Howie Rifles.  He graduated as D Company Cap-
tain in 1964.  “Rick” went on to Rhode Island School 
of Art and Design.  Later, he earned a PhD in Drug 
and Alcohol Abuse and was a Health Counselor for 
the State of Illinois until he retired and now lives in 
Chicago.)

DEEP SOUTH DETACHMENT CONT.

  Photo of Ron and Denise Alonzo
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“If You’re on the Gram”
By Iuliana Petre, VWIL ’01

The left-most photo on my headshot collage was taken in 2002. I was 
a 23-year-old, U.S. Army lieutenant at Camp Casey, Korea, assigned 
as a platoon leader in the support battalion of the 2nd Infantry Divi-
sion. The day this photo was taken it was a hot and rainy summer day 
on the peninsula. To escape the elements, a couple of my friends and 
I made our way to Lotte World in Seoul — an indoor amusement park. 
I was seated on a carousel horse when one of my friends called out 
my name. I looked to my left and smiled for the camera. 

The photo on the right was taken this year. I’m now 42, and a licensed 
mental health counselor in private practice where I live and work in the 
Mile High — Denver, CO. 

I mentioned that the reason for the photo collage was two-fold. 

First, I want to encourage reflection. Admittedly, when I first paired up these photos I stared at the two women 
together for a long time. I was flooded by memories of the many moments in between the times when these 
photos were taken. Then came the emotions. Through warm tears and smiles, I settled back into my chair 
and reconnected with my younger self. “Thank you, and I’m proud of you,” I said to her. Truthfully, she de-
serves to hear me say that way more often than I do. 

Second, it’s an invitation to share. I want to see your then-and-now alumnae photos (I used the Layout app). 
Introduce me to the woman you once were as a new alumnae, and the woman you are now. If you’re on 
Facebook, upload your then-and-now collage to the “Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership - VWIL Alum-
nae” (@VWILalumnae) page with a brief description and #VWILAlumThenAndNow. Be sure to tag me — @
iuligirl01. 

If you’re on the gram (Instagram, duh), give me a follow and tag me in your photo — also @iuligirl01. If 
you’re an SMA fella don’t be shy, your photos are also welcome on our page. Give us a follow and use 
#SMAAlumThenAndNow. And don’t forget to tag me. 



VWIL Corps – SMA-VWIL Scholarship Ceremony

On May 6th, 2021 the VWIL Corps of Cadets gathered in Kable Courtyard in front of MAJ Howie’s memorial 
to celebrate the successful school year and recognize their top performing classmates. The evening began with 
a performance by the VWIL unarmed drill team “PEARLS” and then the presentation of SMA and VWIL scholar-
ships.  Following the awards, the cadets hosted an outdoor multi-cultural dinner to learn and share information 
about each other’s culture and traditions. This annual event recognizes that 60 percent of our cadets identify 
with a minority racial or ethnic group.

This was a difficult pandemic year for everyone and the cadets had no academic breaks and many of their 
Corps events were canceled to protect everyone from the spread COVID19.  This was a tremendous way to 
finish out the academic year before our Change of Command Parade.
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On April 8, MBU celebrated anniversaries of both the VWIL and PEG programs with two events on the 
main campus in Staunton.

An Exceptional Day: Events Celebrate Program Anniversaries

On a perfect spring day as the breeze drifted through new leaves, Mary Baldwin University celebrated 
anniversaries of two signature programs with back-to-back events on the Staunton campus. “It really is 
an exceptional day because we’re celebrating the 25th anniversary of the Virginia Women’s Institute for 
Leadership (VWIL) and the 35th anniversary of the Program for the Exceptionally Gifted (PEG),” said 
President Pamela R. Fox.  With these events on April 8 and throughout this anniversary year, the universi-
ty community recognizes PEG and VWIL students and alumni, as well as the faculty, staff, and community 
members who have supported them over the years.

VWIL’s 25th anniversary parade

At 3 p.m. on April 8, the VWIL Corps of Cadets and MBU Marching 
Band took part in a parade marking the program’s 25th anniversary 
on SMA Worth Field.

Still the only all-women corps of cadets in the nation and a pre-
miere leadership program, VWIL provides opportunities for cadets 
to develop skills for both military service and civilian careers. 

“You had courage and confidence in Mary Baldwin, VWIL, your 
sister nULLs, and yourselves,” said Commandant of Cadets Brig. 
Gen. Terry Djuric, referencing the more than 1,000 cadets who 
have matriculated into the program in the first 25 years. “You bal-
anced challenging academic schedules, ROTC military training, 
NCAA sports, student government, clubs, and so much more. The 
corps of cadets is proud of each of you.” 
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In her celebratory remarks, Fox announced to over 460 VWIL graduates and 100 current cadets that 
“you are no pale shadow,” referring to the late Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s 1996 statement regarding 
United States v. Virginia. “You are a beacon of inspiration. You have my unwavering commitment and 
admiration.”

During the parade, the corps of cadets carried out marching formations and rifle handling, as well as a 
reading of the joint resolution from the Virginia General Assembly in honor of VWIL’s anniversary. 

The MBU Marching Band played an original song composed in honor of the 25th anniversary for the 
corps’ pass in review. 

Commandant of Cadets Brig. Gen. Terry Djuric (left) speaks at the VWIL 25th anniversary parade and MBU 
President Pamela R. Fox (right) at the PEG 35th anniversary celebration and Tyson Hall dedication.

PEG’s 35th anniversary celebration and Tyson Hall dedication

Following the VWIL parade, a special ceremony celebrated PEG, 
which for 35 years has provided a supportive environment for 
young women to embrace the challenge of earning their college 
degree.  

“PEG’s promise is now realized potential,” Fox said. “More than 
600 extraordinary young women have reached their potential 
academically and personally. Their lives and careers are simply 
inspiring and remarkable. We honor them today. We honor our 
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current PEG students. We honor the leaders, directors, faculty, staff, and brave parents and families who 
have entrusted their daughters to us and helped bring this vision to life.”

The ceremony also dedicated the PEG center as Cynthia Haldenby Tyson Hall in honor of Mary Baldwin’s 
eighth president and recognized the generous gift of $1 million from the Robert Haywood Morrison Foun-
dation to endow the building in perpetuity. 

“First and foremost, most importantly for me, I want to thank the directors of the Robert Haywood Morri-
son Foundation for this gift,” said President Emerita Cynthia H. Tyson, who joined the ceremony virtually. 
“They honor me in a deeply personal and professional way. The fact that they chose to initiate and give 
this gift to Mary Baldwin University is recognition of the faculty, staff, and administrators of this special 
place of teaching and learning.”    

The dedication events were held on the newly refurbished outside patio space at Tyson Hall, made 
possible by three families: Peter and Ginny Gwaltney, parents of Lindsey Haley PEG ’09; Michael and 
Denise Levens, parents of Colette and Elyse Levens PEG ’21; and another generous family who wishes 
to remain anonymous.

Current PEG students help dedicate the PEG center as Cynthia Haldenby Tyson Hall in honor of Mary 
Baldwin’s eighth president.

A champion for VWIL and PEG 

Tyson Terrace

Tyson’s leadership was instrumental to the establish-
ment and success of both the VWIL and PEG pro-
grams. 

President from 1985 to 2003, Tyson came to Mary 
Baldwin the same year that PEG welcomed its first 
class, and she ensured the program’s ongoing devel-
opment. Toward the end of her tenure, she led the 
way for the construction of a state-of-the-art residence 
hall for PEG students, which now bears her name. 

She also made the decision at the request of the Com-
monwealth of Virginia to establish the VWIL program 
in 1993, which welcomed its first class of students in 
August 1995. 



 
Tyson now serves as president of the Robert Haywood Morrison Foundation, a non-profit, charitable or-
ganization based in Charlotte, N.C., that supports higher education, the arts and culture, and the natural 
environment.

The two events were held with limited attendance and campus safety protocols in place.

           VWIL cadets present the colors at the 25th anniversary parade on April 8, 2021.
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TAPS
Class of 1939
Lt General (Retired) 

Jeffrey G. Smith died 21 
March, 2021, at the Fairfax 
Retirement Home at Fort 
Belvoir, Virginia at the age 
of 99. He was preceded in 
death by the love of his life, 
Jane Holland Smith, and 
his grandson, John Mix 
Gardner Meyer. Lt. General 
Smith passed with dignity, in 
full possession of an active, 
incisive, disciplined, and in-
quisitive mind until his final hours, surrounded by his 
children. Mass and Funeral Services at the Arlington 
National Cemetery to be scheduled. 

He is survived by his six chil-
dren: Meredith S. Exnicios 
(James), Jennifer H. Smith, re-
tired Army Brig. Gen. Jeffrey 
G. Smith Jr. (Deborah), Tracy 
S. McDonald (Robert), Melis-
sa S. Deutsch (Geoffrey), and 
Ashley A. Smith; 15 grandchil-
dren: Andrew Exnicios (Lauren) 
, Nicholas Meyer, Brooke Mey-
er, Madeline Smith, Elisabeth 
Boettke (Stephen), Kate Mc-
Donald, Robert McDonald, Tay-
lor Deutsch, Ariel Deutsch, Burke Deutsch, Greer Pollock, 
Griffin Pollock, Conrad Pollock, Tate Pollock, Kane Pollock; 
2 great-grandchildren: Lila and Lucy Exnicios. 

Jeffrey Greenwood Smith was born on October 14, 1921, 
in Fort Sam Houston, TX, to Colonel Henry Joseph Moody 
Smith, USA, and Gladys Haile Smith. Smith was part of a 



War College and then served on the staff of the Sev-
enth Army in Germany. At the height of the Cold War, 
Smith assumed command of 2nd Brigade, 3rd Armored 
Division at Gelnhausen, Germany — an assignment he 
considered his most professionally satisfying. 

In 1968, Smith became the deputy commander, then 
commander of the 199th Light Infantry Brigade in Viet-
nam. In January 1969, Smith was wounded when he 
was hit by ground fire as his command-and-control 
helicopter flew at low altitude to cover the rescue of a 
downed helicopter pilot. He received the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, the Silver Star, and the Purple Heart for 
this action. After further service in Vietnam, Smith re-
turned to Korea in November 1969 for duty with the 
Eighth Army. During a period of military-wide racial ten-
sions, Smith commanded the 2nd Infantry Division with 
headquarters at Camp Casey, Korea from 1971-1973. 
He earned praise for his fair handling of those tensions, 
instilling esprit and professional discipline to the unit 
whose motto was, rightfully, “Second to None.” 

After promotion to Lieutenant General on August 28, 
1975, Smith concluded his lengthy military career with 

four years as commander of First United States 
Army, headquartered at Fort George G. Meade, 
MD. In that position, Smith oversaw the readi-
ness of Army National Guard and Reserve units 
within boundaries that extended eastward from 
the Mississippi River, and included the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands and Puerto Rico. One of his final ac-
tions on active duty was to serve as the Army 
commissioning officer for VMI’s Class of 1979, 
a group that included his son. 

After his retirement from the Army, Lt. Gen-
eral Smith joined Ethyl (now Newmarket) Cor-
poration, whose CEO was his VMI classmate, 

Floyd “Bill” Gottwald Jr. ‘43. For the next seventeen 
years, he was the firm’s director of government affairs 
and, later, a corporate Vice President. 

Smith continued a close relationship with VMI, serving 
as informal adviser to numerous VMI Superintendents. 
In his capacity as class agent, he launched the last ma-
jor project of his life: the Class of 1943’s 75th Reunion. 
The project’s highlight was when, after leading his nine 
Brother Rats (all over 90 yrs of age) into VMI’s historical 
courtyard, Smith climbed a rickety ladder to the top of 
the Sentinel Box and led an “Old Yell” for his class. 

Smith’s American awards include the Army Distin-
guished Service Medal, the Silver Star, four awards of 
the Legion of Merit, the Distinguished Flying Cross, the 
Bronze Star with “V” device and two oak leaf clusters, 
thirteen awards of the Air Medal, and two awards of the 
Purple Heart. He also received service and gallantry 
awards from the Republic of China, the Republic of Ko-
rea, and the Republic of Vietnam. Lt. General (Retired) 
Jeffrey G. Smith will be greatly missed by his family. 
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long line of ancestors and descendants who collectively 
served in the Revolutionary and Civil Wars, both World 
Wars, the Vietnam Conflict, and the Iraq and Afghan-
istan Campaigns. Smith graduated from Virginia Mili-
tary Institute (VMI) in 1943. As a cadet, Smith received 
the Institute’s top academic honor, the Jackson-Hope 
Medal, in civil engineering. He commanded the Corps’ 
cavalry company, and received the Sons of the Amer-
ican Revolution Medal as the outstanding ROTC ca-
det, and the Colonel Harry N. Coyotes Trophy as the 
outstanding cavalry cadet. Like his father, Smith was a 
keen equestrian, and a member of the Institute’s Horse 
Show Team. In perhaps his most pleasurable duty, he 
served as the president of the Hop Committee in his 
first-class (senior) year. 

After graduation, Smith joined the 124th Cavalry Reg-
iment in January 1944. At the time Smith joined, it was 
the only cavalry regiment to retain horses. The regiment 
soon moved to Fort Riley, Kansas, switched to the mech-
anized mounts, and deployed to the Far East, arriving 
in India in August 1944. As the unit fought against the 
Japanese in northern Burma, near the famous Bur-
ma Road, Smith served as a troop commander and a 
squadron operations officer. At the end of the 
war, the regiment was deactivated, and Smith 
joined an American team that observed the sur-
render of a Japanese army to Chinese forces 
in northern China. He then helped expedite the 
embarkation of Chinese forces from Hanoi and 
Haiphong in what was then French Indochina. 

Following the war, Smith earned a Master 
of Science degree in mechanical engineering 
from The Johns Hopkins University. He would 
later receive another Master of Science from 
George Washington University. Over the next 
eight years, Smith held numerous staff positions, includ-
ing duty at Fort Benning, G., Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
and the Army’s Arctic Test Center in Big Delta, Alaska. 

In 1957, he took command of an armored infantry 
battalion at Fort Knox, Kentucky, before being assigned 
in 1959 as the Senior Member of the Joint Observer 
Teams of the United Nations Command Military Armi-
stice Commission along the Demilitarized Zone be-
tween North and South Korea. In a photo shoot cap-
tured by Life Magazine in 1959, and widely reported in 
the news of the day, Smith is seen pointing a firm finger 
at the chest of his North Korean counterpart, Lt. Col 
Chol Sun Kim, who had tried — unsuccessfully — to 
wrest the binoculars through which Smith was confirm-
ing the illegal construction of communist fortifications 
inside the DMZ. 

In the summer of 1960, Smith was assigned to his 
alma mater, VMI, as the Commandant of Cadets and 
Professor of Military Science, where he began what 
would become a lifelong professional relationship. After 
his tour at VMI ended in 1963, he attended the National 
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1996 (1992); The Powder Keg: An Intelligence Officer’s 
Guide to Military Forces in the Middle East 1996-2000 
(1996); and, A Tale of Three Wars (1997). Ted is best 
remembered for his love of country, family and friends. 

His family and friends will remember him as an avid 
tennis player who enjoyed a friendly competition, his 
many summers in Cape Cod spent swimming and sail-
ing, his lifelong love of dogs, and as a loyal parishioner 
and usher at St. John’s Episcopal Church. His favor-
ite hobbies included painting 
and being the all around “Mr. 
Fix-it”. Ted was predeceased 
by his first wife, Mary “Sally” 
Donovan Atkeson, son, Pe-
ter Lee Connor Atkeson, and 
daughter, Anne Elizabeth At-
keson. Survivors include his 
wife, Eve McClure Atkeson 
of Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, son, 
George Gordon “Tip” Atkeson 
II of Mt. Pleasant, SC, daugh-

ter, Laura Atkeson 
Haupfear of Clinton, SC and brother, George 
Gordon Atkeson of Essex, CT. 

Jerome Sloan Fletcher, 
92, of Ponte Vedra Beach, FL, died peacefully 

in his home surround-
ed by the love of his 
children, grandchil-
dren, and close fam-
ily members. Jerome 

was born in Orlando, Florida 
to Mildred and John Zabud 
Fletcher. He was raised with 
his brother John in Riverdale, 
NY and spent summers in 
Jacksonville, FL. 

His education included 
Riverdale Country School, 
Staunton Military Academy then Yale University grad-
uating in the class of 1951. After graduating from Yale, 
he was an officer in the United States Army in psycho-
logical warfare. Jerome took over his father’s insurance 
brokerage business in 1962. By the time he sold it in 
1977 to focus on his land development interests, it had 
become the 12th largest privately-held insurance bro-
kerage firm in the country. 

Jerome was a creative and driven business leader 
with industry-leading experience in the insurance, con-
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Class of 1947
Edward Breed Atkeson. 

Army Maj. Gen Ed-
ward B. Atkeson (Age 
90) Died on July 9, 2020 
in Ft. Belvoir, VA., after 
a long and courageous 
battle with Alzheimer’s 
disease. Edward “Ted” 
Breed Atkeson was born 
in Newport News, Va. on 
December 6, 1929 as 
the second of three sons 
of Rear Admiral Clar-

ence L.C. Atkeson and Mary Paulding Breed Atkeson. 
He attended Staunton Military Academy in Virginia 

from 1944 to 1947, where he was a member of the How-
ie Rifles in his junior and senior years. Following grad-
uation, he was appointed to the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point, where he earned a BS degree. He later 
received his MBA from Syracuse University, 
and a PhD from the University of Luton, En-
gland. He is also a graduate of the U.S. Army 
Command and General Staff College and The 
U.S. Army War College, Class of 1969. 

During his distinguished career, he served 
as Deputy Chief of Staff for Intelligence, U.S. 
Army Europe, and was later a member of the 
National Intelligence Council under the Direc-
tor of Central Intelligence. He also served with 
the Bureau of Politico-Military Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, and as a commander of the U.S. 
Army Concepts Analysis Agency. He received numer-
ous decorations including The Army Distinguished Ser-
vice Medal and was twice awarded The Legion of Merit. 
He retired from the Army in 1984. General Atkeson was 
a fellow at the Center for International Affairs at Har-
vard University from 1973 to 1974 as well as a senior 
fellow with the Association of the U.S. Army’s (ASUSA) 
Institute of Land Warfare and a senior associate at the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies. 

On December 12, 2011, Major General Atkeson was 
honored by the U.S. Army War College Foundation as 
an Outstanding Alumnus of the War College for signifi-
cant and lasting contributions through continued service 
to his country. General Atkeson was a prolific writer and 
speaker on military affairs, having contributed over 100 
articles to military journals and other professional pub-
lications. He also authored four books including: The 
Final Argument of Kings: Reflections of the Art of War 
(1988); A Military Assessment of the Middle East 1991-



nephews Scott Diamond, Lou Fletcher (Sarah), John L. 
Fletcher, Tucker Fletcher, and Charles Fletcher, and other 
grandnieces, grandnephews, family, and friends. Jerome 
is preceded in death by his mother, Mildred Baker Fletch-
er and his father, John Zabud Fletcher, and brothers John 
Newton Fletcher and Charles Fletcher. 

Class of 1948
Harold “Hal” Schweder, 
September 24, 1930 - March 9, 2021
Harold “Hal” Schweder suc-

cumbed to congestive heart 
failure on March 9, 2021 in 
Pawleys Island, South Caro-
lina. Hal’s heart never failed 
when it came to rooting for his 
Yankees, his passion for his 
country and his love for his 
beloved wife of 62 years, Hel-
en “Rifi” Schweder. Hal was 

fiercely proud of his 
Hungarian heritage, 
and was raised with 
his late sister, Lillian Leonard in Fair Lawn, 
New Jersey. 

Hal attended Staunton Military Academy in 
Staunton, Virginia, where he played linebacker 
and center on the football team and outfielder 
on the baseball team. He served in the United 
States Navy during the Korean War. He subse-
quently spent his career as a self-proclaimed 

“paper peddler” for Port Huron Paper Company selling 
the paper used by the financial Industry in downtown 
Manhattan. He regularly hosted Thursday afternoon epic 
bacchanalian feasts at the Volare Restaurant in Green-
wich Village which brought together many of his custom-
ers at one large table. 

Hal and Rifi moved from their home in Glen Rock, New 
Jersey to Pawleys Island, South Carolina where they en-
joyed a 25-year retirement that included numerous vaca-
tions in the U.S. and abroad. Hal will be sorely missed by 
Rifi and his many nieces and nephews.
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struction, and real estate development sectors. In the early 
1960s, Continental Consolidated Construction Company, 
for which Jerome provided surety bonding, encountered 
financial difficulty and asked Jerome to step in to right the 
ship. Under his leadership, the company subsequently built 
Launch Complex 39A at Cape Kennedy to accommodate 
the Apollo and later Saturn missions, and the Cheyenne 
Mountain Complex in Colorado Springs, better known to-
day by the acronym of its only occupant, the North Ameri-
can Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD). 

Jerome and his brother, Paul, are known for their iconic 
investment of over 50 years in high-end real estate proj-
ects in the greater First Coast area and beyond. In 1972, 
the Fletcher brothers purchased 5,200 acres south of the 
St. Johns County line. Over the next several years, Fletch-
er Land Corporation created the first “Development of 
Regional Impact” in North Florida and broke ground on a 
1,100-acre development, now known as The Players Club 
section of Sawgrass. The vision the Fletchers had for this 
property culminated in 1979 by selling 400+ acres to the 
PGA tour for $1, which is now the home of the PGA Tour. 

The Fletchers developed and managed 
many well-known projects including, but not 
limited to Marsh Landing, Baymeadows, and 
Palencia and prestigious beach clubs such 
as The Lodge and Club and Serenata Beach 
Club. Throughout his life, Jerome also devot-
ed his time, talent, and treasure to numerous 
charitable and cultural institutions. He was a 
member of Christ Episcopal Church in Ponte 
Vedra Beach, FL for many years. He co-found-
ed the Ponte Vedra Public Education Foun-
dation for the Arts, chaired the board of the Museum of 
Science and History, and took the helm of the board of 
Jacksonville Country Day School at the end of the 1970s. 
He left a lasting impact on these institutions and on the 
constituencies they serve. 

He is survived by his daughters, Jessica Fletcher Lau-
backer (Dan) and Brittany 
Fletcher Dudley (Isaac), their 
mother, Michele Fletcher, his 
grandchildren, Sloan, Locklan, 
Daniel Jr., and Drake Jerome 
Laubacker and Jude Dudley, 
his brothers Tucker and Paul 
Fletcher (Connie), his nieces 
Susan Fletcher Batten (Michael) 
and Stephanie Fletcher Peter-
son (Greg), Naniscah Fletcher 
(Andrew), Trisha Dyess (Tom), 
Connie Fletcher Staton (Aaron), 



the Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal. Dick served as 
Commonwealth Attorney for Southampton County and 
the City of Franklin for 36 years and in 2002, the Com-
monwealth Association honored him with the Bob Horan 
Award, one of the most coveted and prestigious accolades 
any prosecuting attorney in Virgin-
ia can receive. He was a member 
of Sigma Nu Fraternity and the Li-
ons Club. Dick was a member of 
Boykins United Methodist Church 
where he taught the Men’s Bible 
Class for years, served on many 
committees, and was a member 
of the Administration Board. He 
enjoyed working with horses, deer 
hunting, golfing and watching his 
sons playing sports.

Left to cherish his memory are his wife of 58 years Sar-
ah Rock Grizzard; three sons, Richard C. Grizzard, Jr. 
(Karisa) of Wilmington, NC, Brian K. Grizzard (Annette) 

of Richmond, and Jeffrey R. Grizzard (Ginger) 
of Midlothian, VA; a brother-in-law Peter Vick; 
seven grandchildren Dylan, Shayna, Brandon, 
Tyler, Bryce, Kaylee, and Cassie; and several 
nieces and nephews.

Class of 1961 
Donald Lewis Stover 1/8/1943 - 12/11/2018 

Donald Lewis Sto-
ver was born Janu-

ary 8, 1943, in Staunton, Vir-
ginia. He passed on with great 
hope Tuesday, December 11, 
2018 in Tacoma, Washington. 

Don attended Staunton Mili-
tary Academy as a post-grad-
uate, Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute, College of Architec-
ture, Blacksburg, Virginia and 
graduated from Saint Mary’s 
University in San Antonio, Texas while serving his country 
four years there at Lackland Air Force Base as an Aero-
medical Technician. 

He was the recipient of the coveted H.F. DuPont Winter-
thur Museum Research Fellowship Program for two years 
in Wilmington, Delaware and upon completion moved to 
San Francisco to become a curator at the city’s Fine Arts 
Museum. His career encompassed working with the King 
Tut Exhibit., Curator-in-Charge of the Legion of Honor 

-29-

TAPS CONT.

Class of 1949
John Hardin Lowe, 90, of 

Staunton died peacefully on 
April 28, 2021 with his wife 
Ginny at his side. Born July 1, 
1930 in Baltimore, MD, he was 
the only child of Dr. Claude Mil-
ton Lowe and Mildred Hardin 
Lowe.

A beloved husband, father 
and grandfather, Jack was 
best known for his value of 
hard work and his love of the 
Chesapeake Bay. He was a 
member of First Presbyterian 

Church in Staunton, VA.
Jack grew up during the depression and often recount-

ed stories of summers spent in the country as a child with 
his 13 paternal Aunts and Uncles, all of whom were prac-
ticing Quakers. He attended Staunton Military 
Academy and graduated from the University 
of Maryland, where he met his future wife. 
They were married in 1956

Jack owned and operated Lowe’s Tire Ser-
vice in Staunton for 27 years. He was instru-
mental in the restoration of historic relics from 
Staunton Military Academy. He was a talented 
artist who produced unique welded sculptures. 
He is survived by his wife of sixty-four years, 
Virginia Dean Lowe and his four children Sal-
ly Lowe Ashburn (Don), Stephen Campbell 
Lowe (Kristi), Samuel Hardin Lowe (Denise) and James 
Ross Lowe. In addition he leaves behind seven grand-
children and many nieces and nephews.

Class of 1955
Richard Crawford “Dick” 

Grizzard, Sr., 81, passed away 
January 3, 2020 in St. Mary’s 
Hospital. Born in Branchville, he 
was a son of the late Dr. Joshua 
Jack Grizzard and Corinne Cleek 
Grizzard and was also prede-
ceased by a sister, Gwen Vick 
and a brother, Jack Grizzard. 
Dick attended Staunton Military 
Academy for four years before 
earning an undergraduate and 
law degree from the College of William and Mary. He was 
a Captain in the United States Marine Corps and received 
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“American Sculpture” Exhibit, as 
well as Curator-in Charge of “The 
Art of Louis Comfort Tiffany” Ex-
hibit at the M.H. de Young Memo-
rial Museum in 1981. 

His skill was in great demand, 
including being invited as an ad-
visor to St. Petersburg, Russia for 
major palace preservation there. 
Don finished his museum career 
as Curator of Early American 

Furnishings at the M.H. de Young Memorial Museum. 
He moved three years ago to the Northwest to join his 
family there. Prior to San Francisco and Winterthur, Don 
also served as Curator of Furniture at the Witte Memorial 
Museum in San Antonio. He authored over half a doz-
en books in his field, as well as accomplishing extensive 
work in research and cataloguing for exhibits. 

Don is survived by his only sibling, Carolyn Stover 
Modarelli-Adams and her husband Nick Ad-
ams of Tacoma, Washington, 6 nieces and 
nephews and their spouses, as well as 16 
great-nieces and great-nephews, and 4 cous-
ins residing in Virginia. He was dearly loved 
and will be missed deeply by us, his family, 
as well as by his good neighbors, his friends 
in San Francisco and Staunton, and many 
friends at Christ Church, Tacoma--for his great 
creativity, intelligence, wit and kindness. He 
was a true and noble gentleman. Throughout 
his life Don sought ways to serve the poor in 
his community. In lieu of flowers, it would please him most 
that donation be made to organizations working to serve 
those most in need of food, housing, mental health.

Class of 1969
Norman “Pete” Swain Jr

Norman Prestridge 
Swain, Jr. 29 December 
1950 – 3 May 2021 Nor-
man Prestridge Swain, 
Jr., 70, of Greenville, NC 
died the evening of Mon-
day, May 3rd, from sud-
den complications relat-
ed to a prolonged illness.  
Family and friends will 
remember him fondly by 
his boyhood nickname 
“Bud”, or “Buddy”.

In his youth, Bud and his family moved several times 
each year to meet the demands of the family tobacco 
business - rotating from Greenville to East Tennessee to 
South Florida. He spoke fondly of time growing up in oth-
er states, but always called Eastern NC. 

Bud was a proud 1969 graduate of Staunton Military 
Academy (Staunton, VA). He graduated from East Caro-
lina University in 1973 with a degree in Psychology. After 
graduation, he worked with the family business, Farmers’ 
Tobacco Warehouse, and related ventures. 

As an adult, Bud lived in Greenville, greatly enjoying the 
outdoors and sportsmanship. He shared this love with his 
two children. Maintaining a contractor’s license for many 
years, Bud occasionally built houses as a side business, 
and was a skilled carpenter and handyman all of his life. 
Stubborn and blunt until the end, he was, at the same 
time, blissfully unburdened by most others’ opinions of 
him. His later life was neither straightforward nor simple. 
His children are extremely grateful for the years since his 

initial diagnosis, which allowed for quality time, 
greater understanding, and love.

Bud is survived by his beloved children, Jo-
seph “Walker” Swain of Lynchburg, VA and Mary 
Hall Swain of West Glacier, MT; and their moth-
er, Mary Ann Archie Swain of Greenville. Prede-
ceasing him are his father, Norman Prestridge 
Swain, Sr. and older sister Annette Swain Leo. 
His mother, Barbara 
Walker Swain, aged 
101, passed away 
mere hours after 

Bud, in the early morning of 
Tuesday, May 4th . He is fur-
ther survived by brother-in-law 
James Leo, of Greenville, sis-
ter Ada Swain Harriss

(McRae) of Halifax, NC; 
brother Rodney Lewis Swain 
of Live Oak, FL; nieces Aman-
da Harriss Gay (Nick) of Ra-
leigh, NC; Heather Harriss Braddy (Kyle) of

Greenville; and Jeanne Brewer of Springfield, IL along 
with a great-nephew and three

great-nieces. 
In lieu of flowers, the family requests consideration 

of a donation in memory of Norman P. Swain Jr. ’69 to 
the SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION, INC., P.O. BOX 958, 
STAUNTON, VA 24402. 



QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL

_____ SMA Challenge Coins ........................................................ $10.00
_____ SMA Lapel Pins .................................................................... $5.00
_____ Baseball Caps ................................................................... $20.00

Structured Hats: Blue with Gold Lettering
    “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield
Blue with Blue and Gold visor,
    round SMA Patch ................... $20.00

_____ Baseball Caps ................................................................... $20.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) ................... $20.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) ................................. $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ............................... $20.00
_____ Navy Blue _____Black (front: full color hat shield,Back:

Staunton Military Academy, Virginia..printed W/larger shield) ....... $20.00
_____ Long sleeve Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) ........... $25.00
_____ Long sleeve Black: (with full color hat shield patch) .......... $25.00
_____ Long Sleeve Navy Blue _____Black (front: full color hat shield,

Back: Staunton Military Academy, Virginia..printed W/larger shield) .......... $25.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Old Gold with cross rifles and

Staunton Military Academy in navy blue ............................. $39.00
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ............... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ................... $39.00
_____ Jackets:   M-3X
_____ Zippered wind jacket, blue with gold stripe on sleeve

with full color hat shield ...................................................... $45.00
_____ Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield (Special order) .............. $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch ............................... $75.00
_____ Blue Pull Over Hoodie with STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY

in gold across the chest ..................................................... $40.00
_____ Blue zip up Hoodie with full color shield ............................ $45.00
_____ Gray Sweat Shirt with Round SMA Patch,

Staunton Military Academy on sleeve in blue .................... $35.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ..................................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Old Boys belt buckle (Silver with Staunton Cadet with eagle) ... $25.00
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ............................. $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ......................................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .............................................................. $10.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ..................... $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70 ......... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ...................................... $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.
Shipping charges must be added:
   Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope..... $3.00
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................... $15.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................... $20.00
    $71.00 and above ................................................................. $25.00

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the SMA-
VWIL Museum in the former SMA Supply
Room. The form at right should be completed
and mailed, with your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Foundation Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by e-mail at

smaalumni@outlook.com
 or call (540) 885-1309 for information, leave
a message, and your call will be returned as
soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be processed by
using the form on page36. Your order will be
shipped when payment is received.

$____________
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$____________

$____________
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$____________
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$____________
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$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review
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Staunton Military Academy 
Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
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Staunton Military Academy
Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.
SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.(tax exempt) {payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation}
• One Star Membership: ($100.00 for one year, 1 September through 31 August) $___________
• Two Star Membership: ($180.00 for two years, (10% off) $___________
• Three Star Membership: ($240.00 for three years, (20% off) $___________
• Lifetime Membership: ($1,000.00 for lifetime) $___________

•  SMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt): $___________
     The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions and
alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity.  Your donation helps the SMA Alumni Foundation
maintain the alumni office, Memorial Wall, archives, web site, and Kablegram-Leader.

• SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)      $_________     $_________     $_________     $_________     $_________
For more information on the SMA Alumni Foundation Scholarship Program, please visit our

website at www.sma-alumni.org. Your contributions are fully tax deductible.

•  TTTTTruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Duty, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):
      The purpose of the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund is to support entities such as the Virginia
Women’s Institute for Leadership through educational scholarships/awards and program support.
Your contributions are tax deductible.

 VWIL Educational Scholarships ( including Col. Robert H. Wease Memorial Scholarship) $___________
   VWIL Program Support: $___________

Total:  $___________

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip: _____________

PAYMENT
• Check (please see above for correct “payable to”)
• Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card       Visa
     Card Number: __________________

     Expiration Date: __________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) __________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card)  _________________________

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

(Your name will be listed with other Lifetime Members on a plaque in the SMA/VWIL Museum.)


