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2009 R2009 R2009 R2009 R2009 Reunion set feunion set feunion set feunion set feunion set fooooor April 17-19r April 17-19r April 17-19r April 17-19r April 17-19
    The weekend of April 17, 18, and
19 will see another large influx of
Staunton Military Academy alumni
into Staunton, Virginia.  Reunions
over the last six years have pro-
duced high attendance numbers,
with the 2008 event hosting 114
“old boys” and their guests.  Al-
though no specific goal has been
established, the SMA Alumni Asso-
ciation Reunion Committee is qui-
etly hoping for a new record in
2009, surpassing the mark set in
2007 (over 130 “old boys”).
    The years of 1934, 1939, 1944,
1949, 1954, 1959, 1964, 1969, and
1974 will be honored at the re-

union.  (See separate story about the Class of ’59 on page 8.)
    Headquarters for the 2009 event will be the Stonewall Jackson Hotel,
where 100 rooms have been set aside at a special SMA Reunion Rate.
Alumni planning to attend should take the time now to make reserva-
tions by calling (540) 885-4848.
    The Hampton Inn on Route 11 (south of Staunton) will serve as a
secondary location for reunion attendees.  The Hampton Inn also pro-
vided a block of rooms for the reunions in 2006, 2007, and 2008.
    The weekend events will begin with a meeting of the Board of Direc-
tors on Friday, April 17, followed at 11:00 a.m. by registration in the
Mess Hall.  The annual SMA-VWIL Review is set for 4:00 p.m. on Kable
Field.  Alumni will form up on the asphalt in front of what once was
North Barracks and will march down the ramp and onto the field behind

Headquarrters for the 2009 SMA reunion will be the Stonewall Jackson Hotel.
100 rooms, at a special SMA Reunion Rate, have been blocked for alumni.
Reservations should be made at the earliest date by calling (540) 885-4848.

Continued on page 7



REFLECTIONS FROM THE HILL
President ......... Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62
Vice President ... Thomas Phillips, SMA ‘74
Secretary .... Burdette W. Holmes, SMA ‘62
Treasurer ......... Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62

PERMANENT COMMITTEES
ALUMNI RELATIONS

Eugene K. Ehmann, SMA ‘74 ..... Chairman
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 .................... Member
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ‘56 ........... Member

FINANCE
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 ......... Chairman
William J. Kearns, SMA ‘74 ........... Member

LEGAL
Simon M. Painter, Jr., SMA ‘58 ... Chairman
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 .... Member

SCHOLARSHIPS
..................................................... Chairman
Lee Lawrence ................................ Member
Craig E. Hanson, SMA ‘74 ............ Member
Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell ..........Advisor

AD-HOC COMMITTEES
SMA-VWIL INITIATIVE

William J. Kearns, SMA ‘74 ......... Chairman
Eugene K. Ehmann, SMA ‘74 ....... Member
William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74 ........... Member

REUNION
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 .... Member
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ‘56 ........... Member
Edmund A. Smith, SMA ‘76 .......... Member
Jay Nedry, SMA ‘69 ....................... Member
Craig E. Hansen, SMA ‘74 ............ Member

SMA-VWIL MUSEUM
John H. (Jack) Lowe, SMA ‘49 ... Chairman
Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62 .......... Member
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 .................... Member
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 ........... Member
Dominic (Jack) Dalbo, SMA ‘68 .... Member
Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell ........ Member

WORLD WAR I MONUMENT
Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62 .......... Member
John H. (Jack) Lowe, SMA ‘48 ..... Member

WEBSITE
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 ............... Webmaster

SMA ALUMNI OFFICE
Arlene Nicely .......... SMA Alumni Secretary

CHAPLAIN.... Richard Henderson, SMA ‘63

William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74
John C. “Jack” Hildebrand, SMA ‘72

J. Harvie Martin III, SMA ‘74
Julian S. Lake IV, SMA ‘74

Burdette W. Holmes, SMA ‘62
Peter J. Worth, SMA ‘57

Robert W. Parker, Jr., SMA ‘67
Larry L. Atkinson, SMA ‘67

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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2008-2009 DUES REMITTANCE
AND CONTRIBUTIONS

NAME:___________________________________YEAR______

ADDRESS:__________________________________________

CITY:________________________________STATE_________

ZIP:________________ TELEPHONE:____________________

E-MAIL:______________________________________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $____________

FOR DUES:___________________________________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $____________

FOR:________________________________________________

Please mail this form and your check to the
SMA Alumni Association, P. O. Box 958

Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
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_____ Baseball Cap ........................................... $10.00
Navy blue with gold “Staunton Military Academy”

_____ SMA-VWIL Video ..................................... $50.00
_____ T-Shirt with shield ................................... $15.00
_____ Sizes M to XXL ........................................ $15.00

Sweatshirt (blue with gold hat shield)
_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL. ........................................................ $30.00

Sweatshirt, grey (embroidered with “Staunton
Military Academy” and crossed rifles.

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL ........................................................ $30.00

Golf Shirts, navy with embroidered “Staunton
Military Academy”and crossed rifles

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL ........................................................ $30.00

Golf Shirts, blue with maze trim on collar and
sleeve “Staunton Military Academy” in gold

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ Old Boys Buckle (silver) ......................... $20.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................... $25.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................. $25.00

(may be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Black Leather Belt ................................... $15.00

Sizes 28 and 32 only
_____ Car Window Decal .................................. $03.50

“SMA Alumni”
_____ Postcards ................................................ $02.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches .......................... $02.00
_____ Rank Insignia .......................................... $01.00

S/Sgt. and PFC available
_____ Blue Book (reprint) ................................. $10.00

Coffee Cup
_____ South Barracks in blue........................... $05.00
_____ Blue with gold shield .............................. $05.00
_____ Artist Sketch ........................................... $05.00

(Asphalt with South and North Barracks, Mess Hall)
_____ Artist Sketch (all buildings) .................... $05.00

_____ License Plate Holders ............................. $10.00
Black metal with “Staunton Military Academy” in
white lettering.

_____ License Plate Sign .................................. $10.00
White metal with “SMA ALUMNI” in blue

Charges listed below are the the United States in-country
delivery only. Shipmemts to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other
distant destinations are subject to shipper’s charges.

QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL
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Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

Two available (circle your choices): [1] a 17” x 7¼”
sketch of  or [2]  a 14” x 9” sketch.

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

Shipping charges must be added:
$00.00 to $30.00 ........................................... $008.75
$31.00 to $70.00 ........................................... $010.95
$71.00 and above ......................................... $011.95

Total:

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:
SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at www.sma-alumni.org or call
(540) 885-1309 for information, leave
a message, and your call will be re-
turned as soon as possible.
Currently, credit card orders can-

not be accepted by the Cadet Store.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

CADET STORE

This is a much reduced image of the
SMA flag that is available in SMA blue
and gold, and also available as a four-
inch by six inch mini-flag on a ball-
tipped post and base mount — per-
fect for a table or the mantle over your
fireplace. To determine the price of the
full-size flag, contact the Alumni Sec-
retary. The small flags are $10.00.

VWIL Initiative needs our help
First, I am happy to say that the Kablegram is back!  With the passing of
our dear friend, Dave Litzenburg (’58) in early September, we lost a re-
markably capable and talented editor.  The board asked Burdette Holmes
(’62) to assume the duties of editor, and he has agreed.  This edition is a
little late (December instead of October), but our normal, quarterly issues
will resume in February.

My main point today is that as our SMA Alumni Asso-
ciation continues to move forward, we must continue
to fulfill our obligations.  To maintain our credibility, our
actions must speak at least as loud as our words, our
promises.  I am referring, of course, to our pledge to
provide $50,000 in annual support to the VWIL cadet
corps.  This year, sadly, we are failing to meet the mark.

I understand that tightening economic times are upon us, but we still need
to do whatever we can.  So, I am asking you to contribute to the VWIL
Initiative.  It can be small; it can be large.  But it needs to happen now.
These young ladies depend on our AGREED upon sponsorship in order to
have the same kind of educational experience that we enjoyed at SMA.

While it may be easy for us to believe that someone else will step up and
provide the needed support for the Initiative, please don’t take it for granted.
Each year, we lose more of our good friends and classmates.  Each year,
there are fewer of us to shoulder the load.

Remember the support we gave each other in the classroom and on the
playing fields of SMA.  That support still endures.  We see it at our re-
unions.  In the future, with our help, the VWIL graduates will see it too.

Happy Holidays, Old Boys,

TRUTH, DUTY, HONOR

Congressman Barry Goldwater
(SMA ‘57) and General Bissel at
the 2008 Reunion
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COMMUNICATIONS

A Ride in Fighter Jet
Jim May, SMA ‘64

The Wilson Chapter of Experimental Aircraft Asso-
ciation holds an annual Fly In at the Wilson Industrial
Airport.  The Fly In has one or two North Carolina Air
National Guard Apaches and the USMC Rescue Heli-
copter from Cherry Point MCAS.  There are T-6 air-
craft which perform for the crowd, and rides are gen-
erally available
for a nominal
amount.  Then
they have a
featured air-
craft, like a P-
51 or an F-4U.
These aircraft
also provide
rides for a fee.
Of course,
there are many
aircraf t that
just come for
the Fly In!  In
addition, the
Eastern Caro-
lina Corvette
Club sponsors a
show that has
70-80 Cor-
vettes.  There
is food, com-
munity group stands, and games for the children.

My wife and I went to the pancake and sausage
breakfast a year ago, and we were going to take a
walking tour of the exhibited aircraft and the Corvettes
afterwards.  While we were eating, I noticed an air-
craft tail that stood out above all the other planes, and
it really got my attention … there was a red Commu-
nist Star on the tail!  After breakfast, we walked
around, but I could not stop looking over at the red
star.  We finally made our way to the mystery airplane.
It was a Czech L-39 two-seat jet trainer, a light attack
fighter.  It was the pride and joy of a man called
“Skunky” from Charleston, South Carolina.  I waited

my turn and finally got to talk to Skunky.  He really
loved his jet, and his enthusiasm showed.  There were
red stars on the wings and tail, because it was a Czech
aircraft.  Based on his nickname, the fuselage had a
black and white paint job with a skunk on the nose.
Skunky explained the history of the L-39 and the op-

erational infor-
mation of the
plane.  He said
that rides were
available for
$700.  I thanked
Skunky for the
in format ion ,
and my wife and
I headed for
home.  She
asked what I
thought, and I
said that the
price seemed a
little high for a
thirty minute
ride.

I began a
couple of
projects when
we got home,

but my wife kept asking what I was thinking.  That
question later turned into what I was going to do.  I
finally told her that, in my 61 years, I had never been
in a situation where I could take a ride in a jet, so I
thought I should go for it.  We headed back to the air-
port.

Skunky was still talking to visitors, and I waited my
turn to tell him I wanted a ride.  I got a few minutes of
general instructions on the L-39, what we would be
doing during the flight, and what we would do if there
werer a problem.  Skunky helped me climb up into the
back seat, and he climbed up to help buckle me into
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Make
reservations

now at
 (540) 885-4848.

the parachute harness, which is attached to the ejec-
tion seat!  There were two shoulder belts and two
lap belts.  All four belts lock into a center hub in
front of your chest, and the straps are pulled tight ...
very tight!  I got a few more minutes of safety in-
structions, including where lever was that initiates
the ejection sequence, and a quick run-down on the
controls and gages in front of me.  I put on the ear-
phones and micro phone that Skunky had and he shut
my canopy.  He then climbed into the front seat, put
his helmet on, started the engine, warmed it up, went
through a short checklist, and looked to the ground
crew for taxi guidance.  The taxi to the end of the
runway was about like riding in any other small air-
plane, except you have this fabulous, wide open view
of everything to your sides and above you.  We had
a couple of propeller planes in front of us, and, in
between, two of the T-6’s came back from trips. 
We finally pulled onto the runway, Skunky asked for
final clearance, and we accelerated.  I was surprised
that I did not feel more pressed back and that the
plane “danced” back and forth as it rolled down the
runway just like a small prop plane.  As we pulled
up, I really became aware of the acceleration (32
seconds from start to about 1000 feet).  But I was
too busy looking out at everything.  The jet seat with
a bubble canopy is like nothing I had ever experi-
enced.   You had to look straight down to really see
the physical jet that was carrying you and every
where else was blue sky and country side.  We had
to go north a few miles to get away from the traffic,
and then Skunky started to show me what a jet was
like to fly.  I think we were at 12,000 feet and doing
a little over 300 knots at the time.  When we were
taxiing, I had noticed two pads mounted to the
outsides of my knees, and I had wondered what they
were for.  I was about to find out.  Skunky described
every move before he executed it, and he was con-
stantly asking me if I was OK.  I don’t remember
the names he used, but we started with a barrel role
(fly straight and role the right wing tip around to the
left until you are back level again).  We performed
this move over a lake, but I did not see it or much
else while I was upside down.  I think turning upside
down and looking at the ground was more than my
mind could absorb, because I don’t remember much
at that position.  But, wow, what a thrill!  I suddenly
noticed that my knees were sore from knocking
against both pads during the roll.  So now I knew
what the pads were for.   We then rolled ¼ turn to
the left, flew straight, and rolled back level.  Then

we rolled ¼ turn to the right, flew straight, and rolled
back to level.  I could handle those sideways posi-
tions, and the view down was awesome.  Then we
did a tight 360 turn to the left and then another to
the right.  Wow!  I told Skunky part way through the
first turn that I could really feel the G’s.  He said we
were pulling a little over two G’s.  I do not know
what the number really means, but I could feel the
pressure everywhere, especially in my gut.  We then
flew back towards the airport and I gave him a run-
ning description of the main sights of Wilson, includ-
ing going over my neighborhood.  We then made a
turn to line up on the runway, dropping altitude, and
made a low pass over the airport to give the fans a
thrill!  I am not sure about the fans, but the turn and
drop in altitude gave me a thrill!  We turned back
and started our approach and landed, ending a 35
minute ride.  What an experience.

When I climbed down from the jet, my legs were
wobbly.  I guess it was the excitement!  My wife was
taking pictures and now joined Skunky and I next to
the L-39.  She made a comment about how noisy the
take-off and fly-over were.  I had to laugh, because I
had not heard a sound the entire trip.  I guess having
the engine behind you and wearing earphones blocks
out the engine noise.  I am glad I changed my mind
and took the ride.  It was an experience I will trea-
sure the rest of my life.

Continued on page 14



Phillip ABRAHAM, SMA ‘54
Phillip Abraham, 71, died
peacefully on May 3, 2008
at his home in Washington,
DC, surrounded by family
after a courageous battle
with cancer. Af ter
graduating from George
Washington University in
1958, he began a 49 year
career as a builder and

pioneer remodeler of single family homes and
condos in Virginia and Washington, DC. His greatest
passion was music; Phillip was a longtime supporter
of the performing arts in Washington, DC and the
Metropolitan Opera in New York. He is survived by
his loving wife, Susan Parks and his six sisters.

Joseph F. BUTLER, SMA ‘47
Joseph Francis Butler, 79, died on August 19,
2008 in Asheville, NC. He was a member of
the State Championship SMA football and
basketball teams. He worked for Grumman
Aircraft on Long Island, NY, before
transferring to Savannah, GA in 1968. He is
survived by his wife, Kaye Elizabeth;
daughter, Laurence; and son, Brett. Joe loved
his family and his friends, he loved his church,
and he loved to travel with his wife and their
three Weimaraners.

Richard A. CERMAK, SMA ’47,
passed away October 5, 2008.

Clarence W. DILLSON, SMA ‘51
Clarence “Larry” Walter Dillson, 74, passed away
on July 6, 2008 in Chattanooga, TN. He attended
SMA, Penn State and Notre Dame. He was a veteran
of the U.S. Army, 1952-56. He was employed with
IBM for 30 years. He is survived by his wife Barbara
Garland Dillson; three sons (Michael, Anthony and
Scott); eight grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren.

Richard W. EDWARDS, SMA ‘64
Richard W. Edwards passed away on January 22,
2008, from a massive infection following surgery.
“He always spoke fondly of Staunton and his time

there. He was distraught when he heard they had
closed the school and wrote a few letters to try to
locate former classmates and teachers. I know he
would have wanted to attend this 45th reunion.”
(Reported by his wife, Tonya G. Edwards)

Julius H. FANNEY, SMA ‘43
Julius “Skip” Hansel Fanney,
died on May 19, 2008 in
Williamsburg, VA after a long
illness. He enlisted in the US
Army Air Force the summer of
1943 and was commissioned
a 2nd LT in 1944. He was
assigned as a navigator, Jolly
Rogers Heavy Bombardment
Unit, 5th Army Air Force, flying

52 missions inflicted heavy losses to enemy troops
in the Pacific Theatre. Decorations include seven

Bronze Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon,
and the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf
Clusters in recognition of his courageous
service with the Jolly Rogers Squadron.

In 1951, he received a B.S. from the
University of Richmond and in 1952; he
received a Master of Public Health Degree
from the University of Michigan.

In 1952, he began a 35 year career in the field
of Industrial Hygiene. In 1987, he retired as

Program Manager, Product Health and Safety, IBM
Corp, Armonk, NY.  He served as a Deacon in the
Presbyterian Church. He was a member of the Board
of Health, New Providence, NJ, and the
Environmental Commission, Franklin Lakes, NJ. He
is survived by his wife of 55 years, Barbara; three
children (Capt. Richard H. Fanney, USN, Mrs. Anthony
Thomas Moon, and William Keith Fanney); and four
grandchildren.

Darrell F. HUMPHREY, SMA ‘60
Darrell F. Humphrey passed away peacefully on
August 24, 2008. He was a lifetime member and avid
supporter of the National Rifle Association (NRA).
He worked as a computer designer, consultant and
analyst for numerous aerospace companies such as
Lockheed Martin. In his retirement, his hobby was
as a firearms dealer/retailer. His favorite pastime

TAPS

Continued on page 5
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Donald D. BAKER, SMA ’63,
passed away July 1995.

J. Paul CAREY, SMA ’40,
died September 25, 2007 in Rye, NY.

Louis S. CARROLL, SMA ’67,
passed away on February 1, 2004 in Columbia,
SC.

Richard L. COLEMAN, SMA ’75,
died in the fall of 1976 in Hickory, NC.

Edward L. DANIELS, SMA ‘64,
died on June 9, 2006 in West River, MD.

William A. DILLON, SMA ‘40,
passed away in 2006 (reported by daughter
Kathryn).

Continued from page 8

Arnold FEINGOLD, SMA ’51,
passed away (date unknown).

Walter E. FORAN, SMA ‘37,
passed away on December 8, 1986 in Flemington, NJ.

Max J. LANDGRAF, SMA ‘64,
passed away in 1988.

Larry Lloyd LANGDON, SMA ’54,
passed away on October 11, 2007 in
Jeffersonville, IN. 

William E. LAWRENCE, SMA ‘43,
passed away on February 9, 2007 in Manteo, NC.

Murdo L. MACLEAY, SMA ’58,
passed away on December 25, 2007 in

Cartersville, VA.

George MCCARTY, SMA ‘28,
died on February 19, 1999, Lewiston, ME.

George W. MEYER, SMA ‘41,
 died on October 26, 2006 in Adamstown, MD.

Russell J. MULFORD, SMA ’42,
passed away August 10, 1999 
(reported by son Arthur).

Douglas E. PEASE, SMA ’59,
passed away June 5, 2004.

Richard N. PERONACE, SMA ‘59,
passed away on April 29, 1993
(reported by son Richard, Jr.).

Gino PIERMATTEI, SMA ‘64,
died in August 1979
(SS Death Index by Jim May, SMA ’64).

Robert A. WETZLER, SMA ’31,
passed away (reported by daughter Jean).

Additional Taps (prior to 2008):

Send news, articles,stories
and updates  to:

Kablegram@sma-alumni.org
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was competition shooting; for his age group, he won
almost all the shooting competitions he entered. He
was also very active in local politics, avidly supporting
the Republican Party and its agenda in Colorado. He
was also a long time motorcycle rider.

James A. KENNEDY, SMA ’43
James A. Kennedy, 83, died on
May 2, 2008, at his home in
Elkhorn in Sun Valley, Idaho.
After SMA, he attended
Colorado College in Colorado
Springs, CO, and the University
of Witwatersrand in
Johannesburg, South Africa.
During World War II, he served
in the Atlantic and Pacific

theaters as an air crewman in the Naval Air Corps.
In 1950, he joined United Airlines at the company’s
headquarters at Chicago Midway Airport
where he worked until transferring to Denver
as regional publicity manager. Jim spent 31
years with United Airlines and retired as VP
for Corporate Communications in 1981. He
soon joined East/West Network, an in-flight
magazine publishing company in Los Angeles,
as president and publisher and retired in 1994.
He is survived by his wife, Linda; two children,
John Michael and Kathleen; a granddaughter,
Alexandra Kennedy; a sister, Mary DeCamp
(Jack), and a brother, Mark.

Thomas H. KILBY, SMA ‘59
Thomas H. Kilby passed away on March 4, 2008, in
Virginia Beach, VA. He graduated from Northwestern
University in 1964. Tom was a much loved husband,
father, grandfather and friend to many. He is survived
by his loving wife of 44 years, Sharon; and daughters
Jennifer and Elizabeth.

Ike KIVILIGHAN, SMA ‘29
Paul James “Ike” Kivlighan, 97,
died on August 27, 2008 at
Shenandoah House, a hospice
facility at Augusta Medical
Center. Ike was a well-known
football and basketball official in
Staunton and throughout

Virginia for many years. Ike is probably best known
by SMA alumni for operating the snack bar “canteen”
at SMA. The Kivlighan family was associated with
SMA for many years. Ike and several of his six
brothers attended the school. His father and a
brother, Owen, operated the commissary. Ike was
the SMA alumni secretary for many years, serving
until the school closed. He was the last surviving
member of his immediate family.

Robert L. KOBLENZER, SMA ‘41
Robert L. Koblenzer, 85, passed away on March 10,
2008 in Cleveland, OH. Bob worked for East Ohio
Gas (Dominion) for over 38 years and retired as Vice
President of the Rate Department. He held the
designation of Ohio Professional Engineer. He was
the President of the Ohio Gas Association in 1977-
1978.

C. David LITZENBURG, SMA ‘58
Charles David
Litzenburg, 68, passed
away on September 1,
2008 at his home in
Herndon, VA after a
long illness. Dave was
what SMA alumni
called a “lifer” . . . he

attended from 7th grade until
graduation in 1958. After
SMA, he began working in the printing business with
his father and grandfather. Later, he joined the US
Army and worked with Army Intelligence at Arlington
Hall Station. After the Army, he settled in Northern
Virginia and became involved in supporting several
hometown fire departments and was recognized for
his service and accomplishments with the country’s
top volunteer awards, the Donald A. Smith and the
On Thanks awards. He also continued his career in
the printing field by working for the Fairfax County
Communications Department where he ran the
printing operations and in the newspaper business. 
After many years, Dave was reconnected with SMA
through its vibrant alumni association and quickly
volunteered to become the Editor of the Kablegram
alumni newsletter, a job which he embraced with love

Continued on page 6
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in the Army’s 10th Mountain Division, which he left
with a Purple Heart. Chunk won bronze medals for
the decathlon in the 1948 London and the 1952
Helsinki Olympics. He was also inducted into the 2004
Greater Charlotte Sports Hall of Fame. After the war,
he landed in California to study art, and quickly got
involved in the acting life. He was a contract player
for Universal-International and counted young actor
Clint Eastwood among his best buddies.

He appeared in about 17 movies and television shows
and as Commander Bill Harbison in the 1958 musical
“South Pacific” with Mitzi Gaynor as Nellie Forbush.
He missed, at the whim of a movie director, what
could have been total immortality. That director
preferred Paul Newman for the role of “Brick” in the
1958 Oscar-nominated “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof.”

Charlotte was the Lorelei that enticed Chunk’s return.
A photographer for 38 years, he opened a commercial
studio in 1983. He specialized in outdoor portraits.
This man of many talents who had such a
varied background returned to his Charlotte,
NC roots and his friends.

Frederick K. SINCLAIR, Jr., SMA ‘62PG
Frederick Klair Sinclair Jr., 65, of Kennett
Square, PA died Friday May 2, 2008 at Temple
University Hospital, Philadelphia. A graduate
of Kennett H.S., he also attended Perkiomen
Prep School, Staunton Military Academy,
Penn State University, and Wayne State University.
He served during Vietnam War in the Army from 1965
to 1968 as a Sergeant Drill Instructor at Fort Knox.
He was a real estate broker and owner of Sinclair &
Associates in Kennett Square for many years as well
as an auctioneer. He was a member of the Kennett
Square Lions Club, and a board member of Union
Hill Cemetery Association. He is survived by son Lt.
Commander James Alan Sinclair; two brothers, S.
Damon and James.

Robert S. TREAT, SMA ‘44
Robert Sherman Treat, 82, died peacefully in his sleep
on June 6, 2008 at his home in Putney, VT surrounded
by his family. After SMA, he joined the Marine Corps.
During WWII he served as Light AA Gun Crewman
and Captain’s Orderly on the aircraft carrier Bon
Homme Richard in the Pacific Theater. He attended
Amherst College on the GI bill, where he graduated

with a BA in History in 1950. After college, Bob
attended Union Theological Seminary and then
Columbia University where he received an MA in
History.

Following graduate school, Bob taught history and was
Director of Admissions at The Gunnery, a secondary
school in Washington, CT. In 1955, he moved to Putney
where he taught History and was Director of Admissions
until 1964. From 1964-69, he was headmaster of the
Barlow School in Amenia, NY. In 1964, he traveled to
Alabama and participated in the civil rights march from
Selma to Montgomery, an experience that he never
forgot. After a sabbatical in Spain in 1969-70, he served
as Executive Director of the Thames Science Center in
New London, CT. In 1972, he returned to teaching,
striving to become “the best teacher ever.” He taught
history and political science at the Northfield Mt.
Hermon School in Northfield, MA, from 1972-93, where
he also headed the history department for many years.

Bob leaves his wife of 54 years, Mary Lou,
and children Sharon, Roger, Carolyn, Rory,
and Jessica. Bob’s family will miss his sly
sense of humor, his generosity, friendship, and
steadfast support.

John M. WOLFE, Sr., SMA ‘45
John M. Wolfe, Sr., 81, died on October 20,
2008, in Greensboro, NC.  He graduated from
SMA, Presbyterian Junior

College, Maxton, N.C., and
attended UNC-Chapel Hill. He
served in the U.S. Navy during
World War II. He was a member of
the Charlotte and Greensboro Lions
Club for 50 years. A member of the
Greensboro Home Builders
Association and the Chamber of Commerce, John
retired from Piedmont Natural Gas Company as a
sales manager after 40 years of service. He is
survived by his wife of 54 years, Irene and four
children, Lucine, John, Jr., Katherine, and Dan; one
sister, and ten grandchildren.

Phillip WRENCH, SMA ‘48,
passed away on August 19, 2008 in Houston, TX.

Continued from page 11
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and devotion for the next six years.  In 2004, he was
elected as President of the SMA Alumni Association
and dedicated himself to leading the association
forward and was instrumental in helping to foster a
close bond with the Virginia Women’s Institute for
Leadership (VWIL) program at Mary Baldwin College
(MBC). Due to health problems, Dave reluctantly
relinquished his duties as President in August of
2007, but continued as Kablegram Editor until
finishing his last issue (June 2008), shortly before
his death.  It is said that sometimes it takes the right
man, in the right position, at the right time to get
things accomplished. Dave was that man for the
SMAAA during the last six years of his life.  He will
be missed. He was preceded in death by his son,
Michael. He is survived by his wife, Jo Ann; son, David;
daughter, Daphne Ahalt; brother, Thomas; and four
grandchildren, Anthony, Mason, Breauna and Garrett.

Ward W. MINEAR, SMA ’40
Ward W. Minear
passed away on
October 22, 2008 at
William Childs
Hospice House in
Palm Bay, FL
surrounded by his
loving family.
During WWII, he

served in the Army Air Corps. After the war,
he worked for Eastern Airlines 39 years as the Work
Manager in Airplane Maintenance based in Miami.
He and his wife Jane moved to Palm Bay six years
ago. After retiring he enjoyed his hobbies of
woodworking, gardening, and spending summers
with his family in North Carolina. He is survived by
his wife, Jane; sons Wade and Wess; two
grandchildren; and his beloved poodle, Mitch. His
brother, Warren, of Hardin, Montana passed away
just 12 hours later.

John W. OWENS, SMA ‘59
John Walton “Jack” Owens, 68, passed away
unexpectedly May 8, 2008, in Rowan Regional Medical
Center, Salisbury, MD. He moved to Salisbury from
Roanoke, VA in 1980. He was a graduate of Virginia
Tech, graduating with a major in business. He served
in the U.S. Air Force from 1963-1990, in active duty
for four years, and reserves until his retirement in

1990 as a Lieutenant Colonel.  (Report by Kelly
McGavock)

Robert B. PARRIOTT, SMA ‘32
Robert Benedum Parriott, 91, died
on August 28, 2008, in Wichita,
KS. He graduated from the
University Of Pennsylvania
Wharton School Of Finance in
1936 and from the University of
Texas in 1940 with a degree in
Petroleum Engineering. Called to
active duty in 1942 as a 1st LT in

the Army, he was quickly promoted to Lt Colonel and
Commander of the 80th Tank Battalion in 1945,
becoming the youngest Lt. Colonel to serve under
General Patton. He was rewarded for his service with
the Combat Infantry Badge; 6 battle stars for North
France, Ardennes, Central Germany; Rhineland,

Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, Austria, and
Czechoslovakia; the Russian Medal of
Distinguished Service in Germany; and two
Bronze Stars for bravery in action for the
Battle of the Bulge; the second with Oak Leaf
Cluster.

Following the war, he moved to Wichita and
co-founded the Stickle Drilling Company,
which was renamed Triad Drilling Company
in 1975. Many individuals and groups were
the beneficiaries of his generosity, often

anonymously. One of his passions was helping those
less fortunate to receive an education. He was a
strong supporter of the Helping Hands program at
Grace Presbyterian Church where he was a member.
He was preceded in death by his wife of 68 years,
Martha. He is survived by two daughters, Winnette
and Jeannette.

Edward C. PETER, II, SMA ‘47
Lieutenant General Edward
Compston Peter, II, (USA,
Ret.), passed away
November 12, 2008 after a
long battle with
emphysema. From an early
age, Edward planned a
career in the U.S. Army. At

Continued from page 5

Continued on page11

TAPS

—11—

age 18, he was appointed to West Point from SMA.
At West Point he was a Cadet Captain and company
commander, graduating with the Class of ‘51. From
May 1952 to February 1953, he served in the Korean
War as a platoon leader and survived the intense
fighting at both Heartbreak Ridge and the Chorwon
Valley. LTG Peter then served in a variety of
outstanding assignments, highlighted by: Liaison
Officer to the U.S. Senate (1963-1966), Commander
2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry
Division, Vietnam (1967), Deputy G3 (Operations), II
Field Force, Vietnam (1968), Special Assistant to the
Chief of Staff for Supreme Headquarters Allied
Powers Europe (1969-1972), Chief of Legislative
Liaison to U.S. Congress (1978-1981), Commander
5th Infantry Division (Mechanized) (1981-1983). He
retired from active duty on 30 June 1986.
Decorations include two Combat Infantry Badges,
two Distinguished Service Medals, two Silver Stars,
two Legion of Merits, two Bronze Stars, the
Meritorious Service Medal, six Air Medals,
and the Army Commendation Medal.

In 1987, he accepted a position as VP of
Administration of the Commercial
Distribution Center in Independence, MO -
later becoming President of the company. He
retired in 1994 and later moved to Savannah,
GA. He is survived by his devoted wife of fifty-
five years Jean, and their four children: Jean
Larsen, Edward C. Peter III, Mary Kirby, and
Anita Brubaker. “He was a good husband and father.
His labors on earth now are completed and the
strongest testimony to his memory is that he was
loved dearly by his family and respected by his
friends. Edward C. Peter was a patriotic soldier who
not only lived the ideals of ‘Duty, Honor, Country,’
but taught these principles to his children and
grandchildren as well.”

John F. SEIBERLING, SMA ‘37
John F. Seiberling, 89, died on
August 2, 2008 in Copley, OH. He
was an eight-term Akron
congressman.  He graduated
from Harvard University in
1941. He served in the Army
from 1942 to 1946, fighting in
Europe. He enlisted as a private
and attained the rank of major.

He helped plan motor transport for the D-Day
invasion. Decorations include the Legion of Merit,
the Bronze Star and three Battle Stars. He also
earned the Medaille de la Reconnaissance Francaise
(France) and the Ordre de Leopold II (Belgium).  After
the war, he earned a law degree from Columbia
University in 1949.  From 1949 to 1954, he practiced
law in New York City. Starting in 1954, he worked as
an attorney for the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. —
the company his grandfather founded — in Akron
and remained there until he went to Congress in
1971.

His opposition to the Vietnam War was what led Mr.
Seiberling to run for Congress. In his 16 years in
Congress, Seiberling helped draft more than 60
parks-related bills, including one that established
Ohio’s first national park, the Cuyahoga Valley
National Park. After leaving Congress in 1986, he
practiced law and taught at the University of Akron.

In 2001, President Clinton awarded Seiberling
the Presidential Citizens Medal. Clinton called
him an “environmental hero” for crafting the
Alaska Lands Act of 1980, which doubled the
size of the U.S. national parks and wildlife
refuges nationwide. It also tripled the area
of federally designated wilderness.
Seiberling helped create the Historic
Preservation Fund, which gives millions of
dollars in preservation grants each year to
states and communities.

‘’He was the original environmentalist. He was green
way back when. He really was ahead of his time. . . .
He was a man of integrity and made his decisions
based on what was right, not for their political value.
And he cared deeply for the country and its people.’’
He enjoyed nature photography and was an avid
outdoorsman. In addition to his wife, survivors
include sons John B., David P. and Stephen M.

Floyd SIMMONS, SMA ’43PG
Floyd “Chunk” Simmons, just nine
days shy of his 85th birthday, died
April 1, 2008 in Charlotte, NC.
After graduating from SMA, he
went on to UNC Chapel Hill, where
he played tailback on the football
team.  World War II found Chunk

Continued from page 6
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VWIL Cadet Excels at Competition
A dozen cadets from the Virginia Military Institute’s ARMY ROTC program, which included students from VMI, Mary
Baldwin College, and Southern Virginia College, competed in the 2008 – 4th Brigade, Eastern Region Ranger Challenge
Competition at Fort Pickett, VA between October 24-October 26.  The team, which was made up of 10 participants
and 2 alternates, placed 6th out of 21 teams.  The competition events included basic rifle marksmanship, day and
night land navigation, a written land navigation test, the Army Physical Fitness Test (APFT), a hand-grenade assault
course, one rope bridge, and a 10-K forced road march.  VWIL Cadet Kathryn Stephens served as the only female
cadet on the competition team and helped VMI to place 3rd overall in the APFT, with the highest individual contributing
score of 355.  Training for this event included rigorous physical fitness workouts, information classes on various
elements of infantry tactics, and a weekend Field Training Exercise where rifle marksmanship, rope bridging, land
navigation, and other skills were practiced. 

VWIL Cadet Kathryn Stephens VWIL Cadet Kathryn Stephens (far right)

VWIL moves to the Old Guard military drill
The traditional VWIL drill has been replaced with a new type of traditional drill from the Old Guard.  For those who
do not know, the Old Guard is a section of the Army that was established in 1783.  Today, the Old Guard’s mission
is maintaining military forces and paying tribute to American heroes.  The Old Guard is responsible for representing
the Army through ceremonies, special events and honor ceremonies.  The Old Guard military drill consists of
different facing movements and rifle carriage, which increases military precision and places more of a ceremonial
emphasis on drill within the Corps.

Cadet Discovers Answer
This last summer, Cadet Skye Hartman – a senior Physics major and current Corps Band Leader and Cadet Conduct
Council chair – completed an internship through the REU Program (Research Education for Understates) at Texas
Christian University.  Her work with a professor at TCU was dedicated to making Silicon-Carbide wires, using
Carbon Nanotubes, in the hopes of having the ability to produce drill bits and bulletproof clothes from the wires
formed.  Little did she know, that during her research, she would find the key that would help them prove it was
possible.  Miss Hartman will be traveling this spring with the professor from TCU to help present the significant
findings of the research and will have her name included as a Co-Author on the paper regarding the research. 

JULIA A. IRELAND, Capt, USAF (VA)

VWIL Chief of Staff

Class of 1974 CHALLENGES all SMA Classes
The Class of 1974 will raise and donate $15,000 in support of the SMA Foundation and challenges every other SMA
Class to either meet or beat this donation level by the 2009 SMAAA Reunion.

So, there it is . . . each SMA class should work together to contact one another to raise the funds.  The Class
donation is due to the SMA Foundation Treasurer by the end of the 2009 Reunion on April 19th, 2009. As SMA cadets
and former Hilltoppers, we always accepted and rose to a challenge - it made us better! The same goes here, except
now the challenge involves reaching into your wallet and supporting your class to meet or beat the Class of 1974
funding challenge.  It will make you feel good.

Why should you get involved and support this fundraising initiative and what would the funds be used for?

Well, here are couple reasons:

• Preserve the SMA Legacy via the SMA Foundation

• Provide operational support to the VWIL Program & Corps

• Ensure the continued operation of the SMA Museum

Each Class may select or elect a Class Coordinator to act as a focal point for their contributions in this Alumni Corps
fundraising initiative and members can either send their “tax-deductible donations” to him or they can send their
donation directly to the SMA Foundation Treasurer (Mr. Tom Davis, SMA ’62) at the SMAAA Office (see mailing
address at left and bottom of this page).  

Checks should be made payable to “SMA Foundation, Inc.”
Please include your Class Year in the Memo section of your check.

Note: You can still give up to $100,000 directly from your IRA to a charity and avoid paying taxes on the money . .
. a tax provision that was just extended for 2008 and 2009 as part of the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act
of 2008 (AKA “The Bailout Bill”).

VWIL        NEWS challenges
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the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Corps of Cadets.
    The Annual Memorial Wall Ceremony will be held after the completion of the parade.  At the end of the
ceremony, there will be a reading of the list of 2008-2009 deceased alumni.
A barbecue and reception will be held in the Mess Hall from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and a cash bar will be
available.  The menu for the barbecue will be published in the February 2009 issue of The Kablegram.
    Reunion events will continue Saturday morning with an annual membership meeting at 10:00 a.m. at the
Stonewall Jackson Hotel, with a separate meeting of alumni ladies from 10:00 a.m to noon.
    The reunion banquet will begin at 6:30 p.m., preceded by a reception in the main lobby of the hotel a 5:30
p.m.  There will be a cash bar at the reception.
The guest speaker at the banquet has not been announced; negotiations are still in progress.

Continued from front page
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Send us brief biographies for
“where they are now”
Biographies telling us where they are now and what they

have done since leaving SMA. These are quite popular with
our membership and are excellent lines of communication
between classmates who have lost contact.  Photographs
are welcome and will be kept in the SMA-VWIL Museum.
Send your article and photograph to kablegram@sma-
alumni.org or by regular mail to SMA Alumni Association,
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-
0958.

reunion news
Quotes Worth Quoting...

. Sometimes, when I look at my children, I say to
myself ~~”Lillian, you should have remained a
virgin.” — Lillian Carter (mother of Jimmy Carter)

. I had a rose named after me and I was very
flattered. But I was not pleased to read the
description in the catalog: “No good in a bed, but
fine against a wall.” — Eleanor Roosevelt

. Last week, I stated this woman was the ugliest
woman I had ever seen. I have since been visited by
her sister, and now wish to withdraw that
statement. — Mark Twain

. The secret of a good sermon is to have a good
beginning and a good ending; and to have the two as
close together as possible. — George Burns

. Santa Claus has the right idea. Visit people only
once a year. — Victor Borge

. Be careful about reading health books, You may die
of a misprint. — Mark Twain

. By all means, marry.. If you get a good wife, you’ll
become happy; if you get a bad one, you’ll become a
philosopher. — Socrates

. I was married by a judge. I should have asked for a
jury. — Groucho Marx

. My wife has a slight impediment in her speech.
Every now and then she stops to breathe.
— Jimmy Durante

Class of ’59 celebrates 50th anniversary
Next April, the SMA class of 1959 will celebrate its 50th anniversary of graduation at the SMA Alumni Association
2009 Reunion in Staunton.  While most of the class members have been found, there are still a little over 30 that are
“missing”.   Kelly McGavock, the class coordinator for the reunion, has asked for help in locating these “missing”
old boys.  If anyone knows the whereabouts of any of the following alumni from the Class of 1959, please contact
Kelly McGavock at (228) 832-8847 or by email at kelly_mcg2001@yahoo.com.  The list of missing alumni includes:

 
     G. Powell Adams
     John Quincy Adams
     Archibald T. Argyris
     Juan R. Bernal
     William T. Boyd
     Robert J. Brow
     Constancio T. Casteneda
     Duncan Crane
     Roger W. Crews
     Arthur Chauncy Drewry, Jr.
     Roderik Kerry Fitzpatrick
     Ralph Usher Grant
     Donald William Hurowitz
     Donald H. Inskip
     John A. Josetti, III
     Richard T. Marsh

Food for thought

     Michael A. Meyers
     Stanley F. Mulcock
     Bill Joe Noles
     DuPont G. Parker
     Edward B. Peacock
     William W. Peck, III
     Edward Lee “Big Ed” Plummer
     Larry C. Rasch
     Pasco Carman Scalleat
     Otis A. Schilling, Jr.
     Raul J. Segovia
     Howard Malcolm Sherman
     Steven Simon Spigel
     Ramiro J. Troconiz
     Julio Arturo Vengoechea
     Walter R. Williams

Here’s a new way to keep in touch with what is going on with
your classmates and the SMA Alumni Assocation.

 Enter this URL into your browser window NOW: http

a-aa.proboards82.com
This will take you to the new SMA Message Board, which you’ll want to immediately add to your Bookmarks or Favorites so it’s easier

to find the next time.  You’ll want to visit here frequently to see what’s going on, so why not make it easy to find, right? This online Message
Board is for you to start a topic or a discussion related to SMA, add your comments/opinions to topics already posted, and participate in
discussions.  If you’re trying to find a classmate/roommate, enter a topic and see if anyone can help you find them.  Be controversial! Be
outrageous!! Participate!!! Most of all have FUN with it!!!!

The Message Board has been online since late April and there are already a lot of members signed-up.  All of the boards and forums
are active with some interesting posts and pictures.  This is a great way to stay connected with SMA!

Anyone can view and reply to the posts that have already been entered on the message board as a “Guest”, but no one will know who
you are and that sort of defeats the purpose of the Board.  Although not required, it is recommended that you register as a member of
the SMA Message Board.Message Board.

There are instructions posted on the board to assist you with registering and utilizing the Message Board to post new topics (start
there).  After you register, you will receive an automated email providing your User Name and Password (be sure to save this email) and
requesting you to validate your email address. This email also includes an “activation key” that you’ll use to activate your account.  Go
ahead and click on the link in the automated email and the rest is self explanatory.

At the top of the Message Board is a “Help” button that provides all the tutorials on how the Message Board works, such as the
organization, how to start a topic thread, how to reply, etc.

. I have never hated a man enough to give his
diamonds back. — Zsa Zsa Gabor

. Only Irish coffee provides in a single glass all four
essential food groups: alcohol, caffeine, sugar and
fat. — Alex Levine

. My luck is so bad that if I bought a cemetery,
people would stop dying. — Rodney Dangerfield

. Money can’t buy you happiness. But it does bring
you a more pleasant form of misery.
— Spike Milligan

. Until I was thirteen, I thought my name was SHUT
UP. — Joe Namath

. I don’t feel old. I don’t feel anything until noon.
“Then it’s time for my nap. — Bob Hope

. I never drink water because of the disgusting
things that fish do in it. — W.C. Fields

. We could certainly slow the aging process down if
it had to work its way through Congress.
— Will Rogers

. Don’t worry about avoiding temptation. As you
grow older, it will avoid you. — Winston Churchill

. Maybe it’s true that life begins at fifty. But
everything else starts to wear out, fall out, or spread
out. — Phyllis Diller

. By the time a man is wise enough to watch his
step; he’s too old to go anywhere. — Billy Crystal

 The cardiologist’s diet:
If it tastes good, spit it out.

news and notes
New Kablegram Editor!
As noted in the TAPS on page 5, C David Litzenburg

SMA ‘58 passed away in September. Dave was the editor
of the Kablegram for the past 6 years. Upon his passing,
Burdette Holmes SMA ‘62, stepped forward to fill the void.
As he works hard to keep the intergrity and excellence of
the Kablegram, He need your help! This is YOUR newslet-
ter. He needs your input. Your stories, your articles, your
memories, your news. Please share and send your article
and photograph to kablegram@sma-alumni.org or by regu-
lar mail to SMA Alumni Association, P. O. Box 958, Woodrum
Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958.
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. Until I was thirteen, I thought my name was SHUT
UP. — Joe Namath

. I don’t feel old. I don’t feel anything until noon.
“Then it’s time for my nap. — Bob Hope

. I never drink water because of the disgusting
things that fish do in it. — W.C. Fields

. We could certainly slow the aging process down if
it had to work its way through Congress.
— Will Rogers

. Don’t worry about avoiding temptation. As you
grow older, it will avoid you. — Winston Churchill

. Maybe it’s true that life begins at fifty. But
everything else starts to wear out, fall out, or spread
out. — Phyllis Diller

. By the time a man is wise enough to watch his
step; he’s too old to go anywhere. — Billy Crystal

 The cardiologist’s diet:
If it tastes good, spit it out.

news and notes
New Kablegram Editor!
As noted in the TAPS on page 5, C David Litzenburg

SMA ‘58 passed away in September. Dave was the editor
of the Kablegram for the past 6 years. Upon his passing,
Burdette Holmes SMA ‘62, stepped forward to fill the void.
As he works hard to keep the intergrity and excellence of
the Kablegram, He need your help! This is YOUR newslet-
ter. He needs your input. Your stories, your articles, your
memories, your news. Please share and send your article
and photograph to kablegram@sma-alumni.org or by regu-
lar mail to SMA Alumni Association, P. O. Box 958, Woodrum
Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958.
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VWIL Cadet Excels at Competition
A dozen cadets from the Virginia Military Institute’s ARMY ROTC program, which included students from VMI, Mary
Baldwin College, and Southern Virginia College, competed in the 2008 – 4th Brigade, Eastern Region Ranger Challenge
Competition at Fort Pickett, VA between October 24-October 26.  The team, which was made up of 10 participants
and 2 alternates, placed 6th out of 21 teams.  The competition events included basic rifle marksmanship, day and
night land navigation, a written land navigation test, the Army Physical Fitness Test (APFT), a hand-grenade assault
course, one rope bridge, and a 10-K forced road march.  VWIL Cadet Kathryn Stephens served as the only female
cadet on the competition team and helped VMI to place 3rd overall in the APFT, with the highest individual contributing
score of 355.  Training for this event included rigorous physical fitness workouts, information classes on various
elements of infantry tactics, and a weekend Field Training Exercise where rifle marksmanship, rope bridging, land
navigation, and other skills were practiced. 

VWIL Cadet Kathryn Stephens VWIL Cadet Kathryn Stephens (far right)

VWIL moves to the Old Guard military drill
The traditional VWIL drill has been replaced with a new type of traditional drill from the Old Guard.  For those who
do not know, the Old Guard is a section of the Army that was established in 1783.  Today, the Old Guard’s mission
is maintaining military forces and paying tribute to American heroes.  The Old Guard is responsible for representing
the Army through ceremonies, special events and honor ceremonies.  The Old Guard military drill consists of
different facing movements and rifle carriage, which increases military precision and places more of a ceremonial
emphasis on drill within the Corps.

Cadet Discovers Answer
This last summer, Cadet Skye Hartman – a senior Physics major and current Corps Band Leader and Cadet Conduct
Council chair – completed an internship through the REU Program (Research Education for Understates) at Texas
Christian University.  Her work with a professor at TCU was dedicated to making Silicon-Carbide wires, using
Carbon Nanotubes, in the hopes of having the ability to produce drill bits and bulletproof clothes from the wires
formed.  Little did she know, that during her research, she would find the key that would help them prove it was
possible.  Miss Hartman will be traveling this spring with the professor from TCU to help present the significant
findings of the research and will have her name included as a Co-Author on the paper regarding the research. 

JULIA A. IRELAND, Capt, USAF (VA)

VWIL Chief of Staff

Class of 1974 CHALLENGES all SMA Classes
The Class of 1974 will raise and donate $15,000 in support of the SMA Foundation and challenges every other SMA
Class to either meet or beat this donation level by the 2009 SMAAA Reunion.

So, there it is . . . each SMA class should work together to contact one another to raise the funds.  The Class
donation is due to the SMA Foundation Treasurer by the end of the 2009 Reunion on April 19th, 2009. As SMA cadets
and former Hilltoppers, we always accepted and rose to a challenge - it made us better! The same goes here, except
now the challenge involves reaching into your wallet and supporting your class to meet or beat the Class of 1974
funding challenge.  It will make you feel good.

Why should you get involved and support this fundraising initiative and what would the funds be used for?

Well, here are couple reasons:

• Preserve the SMA Legacy via the SMA Foundation

• Provide operational support to the VWIL Program & Corps

• Ensure the continued operation of the SMA Museum

Each Class may select or elect a Class Coordinator to act as a focal point for their contributions in this Alumni Corps
fundraising initiative and members can either send their “tax-deductible donations” to him or they can send their
donation directly to the SMA Foundation Treasurer (Mr. Tom Davis, SMA ’62) at the SMAAA Office (see mailing
address at left and bottom of this page).  

Checks should be made payable to “SMA Foundation, Inc.”
Please include your Class Year in the Memo section of your check.

Note: You can still give up to $100,000 directly from your IRA to a charity and avoid paying taxes on the money . .
. a tax provision that was just extended for 2008 and 2009 as part of the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act
of 2008 (AKA “The Bailout Bill”).

VWIL        NEWS challenges
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the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Corps of Cadets.
    The Annual Memorial Wall Ceremony will be held after the completion of the parade.  At the end of the
ceremony, there will be a reading of the list of 2008-2009 deceased alumni.
A barbecue and reception will be held in the Mess Hall from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and a cash bar will be
available.  The menu for the barbecue will be published in the February 2009 issue of The Kablegram.
    Reunion events will continue Saturday morning with an annual membership meeting at 10:00 a.m. at the
Stonewall Jackson Hotel, with a separate meeting of alumni ladies from 10:00 a.m to noon.
    The reunion banquet will begin at 6:30 p.m., preceded by a reception in the main lobby of the hotel a 5:30
p.m.  There will be a cash bar at the reception.
The guest speaker at the banquet has not been announced; negotiations are still in progress.

Continued from front page
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and devotion for the next six years.  In 2004, he was
elected as President of the SMA Alumni Association
and dedicated himself to leading the association
forward and was instrumental in helping to foster a
close bond with the Virginia Women’s Institute for
Leadership (VWIL) program at Mary Baldwin College
(MBC). Due to health problems, Dave reluctantly
relinquished his duties as President in August of
2007, but continued as Kablegram Editor until
finishing his last issue (June 2008), shortly before
his death.  It is said that sometimes it takes the right
man, in the right position, at the right time to get
things accomplished. Dave was that man for the
SMAAA during the last six years of his life.  He will
be missed. He was preceded in death by his son,
Michael. He is survived by his wife, Jo Ann; son, David;
daughter, Daphne Ahalt; brother, Thomas; and four
grandchildren, Anthony, Mason, Breauna and Garrett.

Ward W. MINEAR, SMA ’40
Ward W. Minear
passed away on
October 22, 2008 at
William Childs
Hospice House in
Palm Bay, FL
surrounded by his
loving family.
During WWII, he

served in the Army Air Corps. After the war,
he worked for Eastern Airlines 39 years as the Work
Manager in Airplane Maintenance based in Miami.
He and his wife Jane moved to Palm Bay six years
ago. After retiring he enjoyed his hobbies of
woodworking, gardening, and spending summers
with his family in North Carolina. He is survived by
his wife, Jane; sons Wade and Wess; two
grandchildren; and his beloved poodle, Mitch. His
brother, Warren, of Hardin, Montana passed away
just 12 hours later.

John W. OWENS, SMA ‘59
John Walton “Jack” Owens, 68, passed away
unexpectedly May 8, 2008, in Rowan Regional Medical
Center, Salisbury, MD. He moved to Salisbury from
Roanoke, VA in 1980. He was a graduate of Virginia
Tech, graduating with a major in business. He served
in the U.S. Air Force from 1963-1990, in active duty
for four years, and reserves until his retirement in

1990 as a Lieutenant Colonel.  (Report by Kelly
McGavock)

Robert B. PARRIOTT, SMA ‘32
Robert Benedum Parriott, 91, died
on August 28, 2008, in Wichita,
KS. He graduated from the
University Of Pennsylvania
Wharton School Of Finance in
1936 and from the University of
Texas in 1940 with a degree in
Petroleum Engineering. Called to
active duty in 1942 as a 1st LT in

the Army, he was quickly promoted to Lt Colonel and
Commander of the 80th Tank Battalion in 1945,
becoming the youngest Lt. Colonel to serve under
General Patton. He was rewarded for his service with
the Combat Infantry Badge; 6 battle stars for North
France, Ardennes, Central Germany; Rhineland,

Belgium, Luxembourg, Germany, Austria, and
Czechoslovakia; the Russian Medal of
Distinguished Service in Germany; and two
Bronze Stars for bravery in action for the
Battle of the Bulge; the second with Oak Leaf
Cluster.

Following the war, he moved to Wichita and
co-founded the Stickle Drilling Company,
which was renamed Triad Drilling Company
in 1975. Many individuals and groups were
the beneficiaries of his generosity, often

anonymously. One of his passions was helping those
less fortunate to receive an education. He was a
strong supporter of the Helping Hands program at
Grace Presbyterian Church where he was a member.
He was preceded in death by his wife of 68 years,
Martha. He is survived by two daughters, Winnette
and Jeannette.

Edward C. PETER, II, SMA ‘47
Lieutenant General Edward
Compston Peter, II, (USA,
Ret.), passed away
November 12, 2008 after a
long battle with
emphysema. From an early
age, Edward planned a
career in the U.S. Army. At

Continued from page 5
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age 18, he was appointed to West Point from SMA.
At West Point he was a Cadet Captain and company
commander, graduating with the Class of ‘51. From
May 1952 to February 1953, he served in the Korean
War as a platoon leader and survived the intense
fighting at both Heartbreak Ridge and the Chorwon
Valley. LTG Peter then served in a variety of
outstanding assignments, highlighted by: Liaison
Officer to the U.S. Senate (1963-1966), Commander
2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry
Division, Vietnam (1967), Deputy G3 (Operations), II
Field Force, Vietnam (1968), Special Assistant to the
Chief of Staff for Supreme Headquarters Allied
Powers Europe (1969-1972), Chief of Legislative
Liaison to U.S. Congress (1978-1981), Commander
5th Infantry Division (Mechanized) (1981-1983). He
retired from active duty on 30 June 1986.
Decorations include two Combat Infantry Badges,
two Distinguished Service Medals, two Silver Stars,
two Legion of Merits, two Bronze Stars, the
Meritorious Service Medal, six Air Medals,
and the Army Commendation Medal.

In 1987, he accepted a position as VP of
Administration of the Commercial
Distribution Center in Independence, MO -
later becoming President of the company. He
retired in 1994 and later moved to Savannah,
GA. He is survived by his devoted wife of fifty-
five years Jean, and their four children: Jean
Larsen, Edward C. Peter III, Mary Kirby, and
Anita Brubaker. “He was a good husband and father.
His labors on earth now are completed and the
strongest testimony to his memory is that he was
loved dearly by his family and respected by his
friends. Edward C. Peter was a patriotic soldier who
not only lived the ideals of ‘Duty, Honor, Country,’
but taught these principles to his children and
grandchildren as well.”

John F. SEIBERLING, SMA ‘37
John F. Seiberling, 89, died on
August 2, 2008 in Copley, OH. He
was an eight-term Akron
congressman.  He graduated
from Harvard University in
1941. He served in the Army
from 1942 to 1946, fighting in
Europe. He enlisted as a private
and attained the rank of major.

He helped plan motor transport for the D-Day
invasion. Decorations include the Legion of Merit,
the Bronze Star and three Battle Stars. He also
earned the Medaille de la Reconnaissance Francaise
(France) and the Ordre de Leopold II (Belgium).  After
the war, he earned a law degree from Columbia
University in 1949.  From 1949 to 1954, he practiced
law in New York City. Starting in 1954, he worked as
an attorney for the Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. —
the company his grandfather founded — in Akron
and remained there until he went to Congress in
1971.

His opposition to the Vietnam War was what led Mr.
Seiberling to run for Congress. In his 16 years in
Congress, Seiberling helped draft more than 60
parks-related bills, including one that established
Ohio’s first national park, the Cuyahoga Valley
National Park. After leaving Congress in 1986, he
practiced law and taught at the University of Akron.

In 2001, President Clinton awarded Seiberling
the Presidential Citizens Medal. Clinton called
him an “environmental hero” for crafting the
Alaska Lands Act of 1980, which doubled the
size of the U.S. national parks and wildlife
refuges nationwide. It also tripled the area
of federally designated wilderness.
Seiberling helped create the Historic
Preservation Fund, which gives millions of
dollars in preservation grants each year to
states and communities.

‘’He was the original environmentalist. He was green
way back when. He really was ahead of his time. . . .
He was a man of integrity and made his decisions
based on what was right, not for their political value.
And he cared deeply for the country and its people.’’
He enjoyed nature photography and was an avid
outdoorsman. In addition to his wife, survivors
include sons John B., David P. and Stephen M.

Floyd SIMMONS, SMA ’43PG
Floyd “Chunk” Simmons, just nine
days shy of his 85th birthday, died
April 1, 2008 in Charlotte, NC.
After graduating from SMA, he
went on to UNC Chapel Hill, where
he played tailback on the football
team.  World War II found Chunk

Continued from page 6

Continued on next page



TAPS

—5 —

was competition shooting; for his age group, he won
almost all the shooting competitions he entered. He
was also very active in local politics, avidly supporting
the Republican Party and its agenda in Colorado. He
was also a long time motorcycle rider.

James A. KENNEDY, SMA ’43
James A. Kennedy, 83, died on
May 2, 2008, at his home in
Elkhorn in Sun Valley, Idaho.
After SMA, he attended
Colorado College in Colorado
Springs, CO, and the University
of Witwatersrand in
Johannesburg, South Africa.
During World War II, he served
in the Atlantic and Pacific

theaters as an air crewman in the Naval Air Corps.
In 1950, he joined United Airlines at the company’s
headquarters at Chicago Midway Airport
where he worked until transferring to Denver
as regional publicity manager. Jim spent 31
years with United Airlines and retired as VP
for Corporate Communications in 1981. He
soon joined East/West Network, an in-flight
magazine publishing company in Los Angeles,
as president and publisher and retired in 1994.
He is survived by his wife, Linda; two children,
John Michael and Kathleen; a granddaughter,
Alexandra Kennedy; a sister, Mary DeCamp
(Jack), and a brother, Mark.

Thomas H. KILBY, SMA ‘59
Thomas H. Kilby passed away on March 4, 2008, in
Virginia Beach, VA. He graduated from Northwestern
University in 1964. Tom was a much loved husband,
father, grandfather and friend to many. He is survived
by his loving wife of 44 years, Sharon; and daughters
Jennifer and Elizabeth.

Ike KIVILIGHAN, SMA ‘29
Paul James “Ike” Kivlighan, 97,
died on August 27, 2008 at
Shenandoah House, a hospice
facility at Augusta Medical
Center. Ike was a well-known
football and basketball official in
Staunton and throughout

Virginia for many years. Ike is probably best known
by SMA alumni for operating the snack bar “canteen”
at SMA. The Kivlighan family was associated with
SMA for many years. Ike and several of his six
brothers attended the school. His father and a
brother, Owen, operated the commissary. Ike was
the SMA alumni secretary for many years, serving
until the school closed. He was the last surviving
member of his immediate family.

Robert L. KOBLENZER, SMA ‘41
Robert L. Koblenzer, 85, passed away on March 10,
2008 in Cleveland, OH. Bob worked for East Ohio
Gas (Dominion) for over 38 years and retired as Vice
President of the Rate Department. He held the
designation of Ohio Professional Engineer. He was
the President of the Ohio Gas Association in 1977-
1978.

C. David LITZENBURG, SMA ‘58
Charles David
Litzenburg, 68, passed
away on September 1,
2008 at his home in
Herndon, VA after a
long illness. Dave was
what SMA alumni
called a “lifer” . . . he

attended from 7th grade until
graduation in 1958. After
SMA, he began working in the printing business with
his father and grandfather. Later, he joined the US
Army and worked with Army Intelligence at Arlington
Hall Station. After the Army, he settled in Northern
Virginia and became involved in supporting several
hometown fire departments and was recognized for
his service and accomplishments with the country’s
top volunteer awards, the Donald A. Smith and the
On Thanks awards. He also continued his career in
the printing field by working for the Fairfax County
Communications Department where he ran the
printing operations and in the newspaper business. 
After many years, Dave was reconnected with SMA
through its vibrant alumni association and quickly
volunteered to become the Editor of the Kablegram
alumni newsletter, a job which he embraced with love

Continued on page 6
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in the Army’s 10th Mountain Division, which he left
with a Purple Heart. Chunk won bronze medals for
the decathlon in the 1948 London and the 1952
Helsinki Olympics. He was also inducted into the 2004
Greater Charlotte Sports Hall of Fame. After the war,
he landed in California to study art, and quickly got
involved in the acting life. He was a contract player
for Universal-International and counted young actor
Clint Eastwood among his best buddies.

He appeared in about 17 movies and television shows
and as Commander Bill Harbison in the 1958 musical
“South Pacific” with Mitzi Gaynor as Nellie Forbush.
He missed, at the whim of a movie director, what
could have been total immortality. That director
preferred Paul Newman for the role of “Brick” in the
1958 Oscar-nominated “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof.”

Charlotte was the Lorelei that enticed Chunk’s return.
A photographer for 38 years, he opened a commercial
studio in 1983. He specialized in outdoor portraits.
This man of many talents who had such a
varied background returned to his Charlotte,
NC roots and his friends.

Frederick K. SINCLAIR, Jr., SMA ‘62PG
Frederick Klair Sinclair Jr., 65, of Kennett
Square, PA died Friday May 2, 2008 at Temple
University Hospital, Philadelphia. A graduate
of Kennett H.S., he also attended Perkiomen
Prep School, Staunton Military Academy,
Penn State University, and Wayne State University.
He served during Vietnam War in the Army from 1965
to 1968 as a Sergeant Drill Instructor at Fort Knox.
He was a real estate broker and owner of Sinclair &
Associates in Kennett Square for many years as well
as an auctioneer. He was a member of the Kennett
Square Lions Club, and a board member of Union
Hill Cemetery Association. He is survived by son Lt.
Commander James Alan Sinclair; two brothers, S.
Damon and James.

Robert S. TREAT, SMA ‘44
Robert Sherman Treat, 82, died peacefully in his sleep
on June 6, 2008 at his home in Putney, VT surrounded
by his family. After SMA, he joined the Marine Corps.
During WWII he served as Light AA Gun Crewman
and Captain’s Orderly on the aircraft carrier Bon
Homme Richard in the Pacific Theater. He attended
Amherst College on the GI bill, where he graduated

with a BA in History in 1950. After college, Bob
attended Union Theological Seminary and then
Columbia University where he received an MA in
History.

Following graduate school, Bob taught history and was
Director of Admissions at The Gunnery, a secondary
school in Washington, CT. In 1955, he moved to Putney
where he taught History and was Director of Admissions
until 1964. From 1964-69, he was headmaster of the
Barlow School in Amenia, NY. In 1964, he traveled to
Alabama and participated in the civil rights march from
Selma to Montgomery, an experience that he never
forgot. After a sabbatical in Spain in 1969-70, he served
as Executive Director of the Thames Science Center in
New London, CT. In 1972, he returned to teaching,
striving to become “the best teacher ever.” He taught
history and political science at the Northfield Mt.
Hermon School in Northfield, MA, from 1972-93, where
he also headed the history department for many years.

Bob leaves his wife of 54 years, Mary Lou,
and children Sharon, Roger, Carolyn, Rory,
and Jessica. Bob’s family will miss his sly
sense of humor, his generosity, friendship, and
steadfast support.

John M. WOLFE, Sr., SMA ‘45
John M. Wolfe, Sr., 81, died on October 20,
2008, in Greensboro, NC.  He graduated from
SMA, Presbyterian Junior

College, Maxton, N.C., and
attended UNC-Chapel Hill. He
served in the U.S. Navy during
World War II. He was a member of
the Charlotte and Greensboro Lions
Club for 50 years. A member of the
Greensboro Home Builders
Association and the Chamber of Commerce, John
retired from Piedmont Natural Gas Company as a
sales manager after 40 years of service. He is
survived by his wife of 54 years, Irene and four
children, Lucine, John, Jr., Katherine, and Dan; one
sister, and ten grandchildren.

Phillip WRENCH, SMA ‘48,
passed away on August 19, 2008 in Houston, TX.

Continued from page 11
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Phillip ABRAHAM, SMA ‘54
Phillip Abraham, 71, died
peacefully on May 3, 2008
at his home in Washington,
DC, surrounded by family
after a courageous battle
with cancer. Af ter
graduating from George
Washington University in
1958, he began a 49 year
career as a builder and

pioneer remodeler of single family homes and
condos in Virginia and Washington, DC. His greatest
passion was music; Phillip was a longtime supporter
of the performing arts in Washington, DC and the
Metropolitan Opera in New York. He is survived by
his loving wife, Susan Parks and his six sisters.

Joseph F. BUTLER, SMA ‘47
Joseph Francis Butler, 79, died on August 19,
2008 in Asheville, NC. He was a member of
the State Championship SMA football and
basketball teams. He worked for Grumman
Aircraft on Long Island, NY, before
transferring to Savannah, GA in 1968. He is
survived by his wife, Kaye Elizabeth;
daughter, Laurence; and son, Brett. Joe loved
his family and his friends, he loved his church,
and he loved to travel with his wife and their
three Weimaraners.

Richard A. CERMAK, SMA ’47,
passed away October 5, 2008.

Clarence W. DILLSON, SMA ‘51
Clarence “Larry” Walter Dillson, 74, passed away
on July 6, 2008 in Chattanooga, TN. He attended
SMA, Penn State and Notre Dame. He was a veteran
of the U.S. Army, 1952-56. He was employed with
IBM for 30 years. He is survived by his wife Barbara
Garland Dillson; three sons (Michael, Anthony and
Scott); eight grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren.

Richard W. EDWARDS, SMA ‘64
Richard W. Edwards passed away on January 22,
2008, from a massive infection following surgery.
“He always spoke fondly of Staunton and his time

there. He was distraught when he heard they had
closed the school and wrote a few letters to try to
locate former classmates and teachers. I know he
would have wanted to attend this 45th reunion.”
(Reported by his wife, Tonya G. Edwards)

Julius H. FANNEY, SMA ‘43
Julius “Skip” Hansel Fanney,
died on May 19, 2008 in
Williamsburg, VA after a long
illness. He enlisted in the US
Army Air Force the summer of
1943 and was commissioned
a 2nd LT in 1944. He was
assigned as a navigator, Jolly
Rogers Heavy Bombardment
Unit, 5th Army Air Force, flying

52 missions inflicted heavy losses to enemy troops
in the Pacific Theatre. Decorations include seven

Bronze Stars, Philippine Liberation Ribbon,
and the Air Medal with three Oak Leaf
Clusters in recognition of his courageous
service with the Jolly Rogers Squadron.

In 1951, he received a B.S. from the
University of Richmond and in 1952; he
received a Master of Public Health Degree
from the University of Michigan.

In 1952, he began a 35 year career in the field
of Industrial Hygiene. In 1987, he retired as

Program Manager, Product Health and Safety, IBM
Corp, Armonk, NY.  He served as a Deacon in the
Presbyterian Church. He was a member of the Board
of Health, New Providence, NJ, and the
Environmental Commission, Franklin Lakes, NJ. He
is survived by his wife of 55 years, Barbara; three
children (Capt. Richard H. Fanney, USN, Mrs. Anthony
Thomas Moon, and William Keith Fanney); and four
grandchildren.

Darrell F. HUMPHREY, SMA ‘60
Darrell F. Humphrey passed away peacefully on
August 24, 2008. He was a lifetime member and avid
supporter of the National Rifle Association (NRA).
He worked as a computer designer, consultant and
analyst for numerous aerospace companies such as
Lockheed Martin. In his retirement, his hobby was
as a firearms dealer/retailer. His favorite pastime
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Donald D. BAKER, SMA ’63,
passed away July 1995.

J. Paul CAREY, SMA ’40,
died September 25, 2007 in Rye, NY.

Louis S. CARROLL, SMA ’67,
passed away on February 1, 2004 in Columbia,
SC.

Richard L. COLEMAN, SMA ’75,
died in the fall of 1976 in Hickory, NC.

Edward L. DANIELS, SMA ‘64,
died on June 9, 2006 in West River, MD.

William A. DILLON, SMA ‘40,
passed away in 2006 (reported by daughter
Kathryn).

Continued from page 8

Arnold FEINGOLD, SMA ’51,
passed away (date unknown).

Walter E. FORAN, SMA ‘37,
passed away on December 8, 1986 in Flemington, NJ.

Max J. LANDGRAF, SMA ‘64,
passed away in 1988.

Larry Lloyd LANGDON, SMA ’54,
passed away on October 11, 2007 in
Jeffersonville, IN. 

William E. LAWRENCE, SMA ‘43,
passed away on February 9, 2007 in Manteo, NC.

Murdo L. MACLEAY, SMA ’58,
passed away on December 25, 2007 in

Cartersville, VA.

George MCCARTY, SMA ‘28,
died on February 19, 1999, Lewiston, ME.

George W. MEYER, SMA ‘41,
 died on October 26, 2006 in Adamstown, MD.

Russell J. MULFORD, SMA ’42,
passed away August 10, 1999 
(reported by son Arthur).

Douglas E. PEASE, SMA ’59,
passed away June 5, 2004.

Richard N. PERONACE, SMA ‘59,
passed away on April 29, 1993
(reported by son Richard, Jr.).

Gino PIERMATTEI, SMA ‘64,
died in August 1979
(SS Death Index by Jim May, SMA ’64).

Robert A. WETZLER, SMA ’31,
passed away (reported by daughter Jean).

Additional Taps (prior to 2008):

Send news, articles,stories
and updates  to:

Kablegram@sma-alumni.org
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A Ride in Fighter Jet
Jim May, SMA ‘64

The Wilson Chapter of Experimental Aircraft Asso-
ciation holds an annual Fly In at the Wilson Industrial
Airport.  The Fly In has one or two North Carolina Air
National Guard Apaches and the USMC Rescue Heli-
copter from Cherry Point MCAS.  There are T-6 air-
craft which perform for the crowd, and rides are gen-
erally available
for a nominal
amount.  Then
they have a
featured air-
craft, like a P-
51 or an F-4U.
These aircraft
also provide
rides for a fee.
Of course,
there are many
aircraf t that
just come for
the Fly In!  In
addition, the
Eastern Caro-
lina Corvette
Club sponsors a
show that has
70-80 Cor-
vettes.  There
is food, com-
munity group stands, and games for the children.

My wife and I went to the pancake and sausage
breakfast a year ago, and we were going to take a
walking tour of the exhibited aircraft and the Corvettes
afterwards.  While we were eating, I noticed an air-
craft tail that stood out above all the other planes, and
it really got my attention … there was a red Commu-
nist Star on the tail!  After breakfast, we walked
around, but I could not stop looking over at the red
star.  We finally made our way to the mystery airplane.
It was a Czech L-39 two-seat jet trainer, a light attack
fighter.  It was the pride and joy of a man called
“Skunky” from Charleston, South Carolina.  I waited

my turn and finally got to talk to Skunky.  He really
loved his jet, and his enthusiasm showed.  There were
red stars on the wings and tail, because it was a Czech
aircraft.  Based on his nickname, the fuselage had a
black and white paint job with a skunk on the nose.
Skunky explained the history of the L-39 and the op-

erational infor-
mation of the
plane.  He said
that rides were
available for
$700.  I thanked
Skunky for the
in format ion ,
and my wife and
I headed for
home.  She
asked what I
thought, and I
said that the
price seemed a
little high for a
thirty minute
ride.

I began a
couple of
projects when
we got home,

but my wife kept asking what I was thinking.  That
question later turned into what I was going to do.  I
finally told her that, in my 61 years, I had never been
in a situation where I could take a ride in a jet, so I
thought I should go for it.  We headed back to the air-
port.

Skunky was still talking to visitors, and I waited my
turn to tell him I wanted a ride.  I got a few minutes of
general instructions on the L-39, what we would be
doing during the flight, and what we would do if there
werer a problem.  Skunky helped me climb up into the
back seat, and he climbed up to help buckle me into
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Make
reservations

now at
 (540) 885-4848.

the parachute harness, which is attached to the ejec-
tion seat!  There were two shoulder belts and two
lap belts.  All four belts lock into a center hub in
front of your chest, and the straps are pulled tight ...
very tight!  I got a few more minutes of safety in-
structions, including where lever was that initiates
the ejection sequence, and a quick run-down on the
controls and gages in front of me.  I put on the ear-
phones and micro phone that Skunky had and he shut
my canopy.  He then climbed into the front seat, put
his helmet on, started the engine, warmed it up, went
through a short checklist, and looked to the ground
crew for taxi guidance.  The taxi to the end of the
runway was about like riding in any other small air-
plane, except you have this fabulous, wide open view
of everything to your sides and above you.  We had
a couple of propeller planes in front of us, and, in
between, two of the T-6’s came back from trips. 
We finally pulled onto the runway, Skunky asked for
final clearance, and we accelerated.  I was surprised
that I did not feel more pressed back and that the
plane “danced” back and forth as it rolled down the
runway just like a small prop plane.  As we pulled
up, I really became aware of the acceleration (32
seconds from start to about 1000 feet).  But I was
too busy looking out at everything.  The jet seat with
a bubble canopy is like nothing I had ever experi-
enced.   You had to look straight down to really see
the physical jet that was carrying you and every
where else was blue sky and country side.  We had
to go north a few miles to get away from the traffic,
and then Skunky started to show me what a jet was
like to fly.  I think we were at 12,000 feet and doing
a little over 300 knots at the time.  When we were
taxiing, I had noticed two pads mounted to the
outsides of my knees, and I had wondered what they
were for.  I was about to find out.  Skunky described
every move before he executed it, and he was con-
stantly asking me if I was OK.  I don’t remember
the names he used, but we started with a barrel role
(fly straight and role the right wing tip around to the
left until you are back level again).  We performed
this move over a lake, but I did not see it or much
else while I was upside down.  I think turning upside
down and looking at the ground was more than my
mind could absorb, because I don’t remember much
at that position.  But, wow, what a thrill!  I suddenly
noticed that my knees were sore from knocking
against both pads during the roll.  So now I knew
what the pads were for.   We then rolled ¼ turn to
the left, flew straight, and rolled back level.  Then

we rolled ¼ turn to the right, flew straight, and rolled
back to level.  I could handle those sideways posi-
tions, and the view down was awesome.  Then we
did a tight 360 turn to the left and then another to
the right.  Wow!  I told Skunky part way through the
first turn that I could really feel the G’s.  He said we
were pulling a little over two G’s.  I do not know
what the number really means, but I could feel the
pressure everywhere, especially in my gut.  We then
flew back towards the airport and I gave him a run-
ning description of the main sights of Wilson, includ-
ing going over my neighborhood.  We then made a
turn to line up on the runway, dropping altitude, and
made a low pass over the airport to give the fans a
thrill!  I am not sure about the fans, but the turn and
drop in altitude gave me a thrill!  We turned back
and started our approach and landed, ending a 35
minute ride.  What an experience.

When I climbed down from the jet, my legs were
wobbly.  I guess it was the excitement!  My wife was
taking pictures and now joined Skunky and I next to
the L-39.  She made a comment about how noisy the
take-off and fly-over were.  I had to laugh, because I
had not heard a sound the entire trip.  I guess having
the engine behind you and wearing earphones blocks
out the engine noise.  I am glad I changed my mind
and took the ride.  It was an experience I will trea-
sure the rest of my life.

Continued on page 14



REFLECTIONS FROM THE HILL
President ......... Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62
Vice President ... Thomas Phillips, SMA ‘74
Secretary .... Burdette W. Holmes, SMA ‘62
Treasurer ......... Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62

PERMANENT COMMITTEES
ALUMNI RELATIONS

Eugene K. Ehmann, SMA ‘74 ..... Chairman
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 .................... Member
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ‘56 ........... Member

FINANCE
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 ......... Chairman
William J. Kearns, SMA ‘74 ........... Member

LEGAL
Simon M. Painter, Jr., SMA ‘58 ... Chairman
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 .... Member

SCHOLARSHIPS
..................................................... Chairman
Lee Lawrence ................................ Member
Craig E. Hanson, SMA ‘74 ............ Member
Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell ..........Advisor

AD-HOC COMMITTEES
SMA-VWIL INITIATIVE

William J. Kearns, SMA ‘74 ......... Chairman
Eugene K. Ehmann, SMA ‘74 ....... Member
William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74 ........... Member

REUNION
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 .... Member
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ‘56 ........... Member
Edmund A. Smith, SMA ‘76 .......... Member
Jay Nedry, SMA ‘69 ....................... Member
Craig E. Hansen, SMA ‘74 ............ Member

SMA-VWIL MUSEUM
John H. (Jack) Lowe, SMA ‘49 ... Chairman
Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62 .......... Member
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 .................... Member
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 ........... Member
Dominic (Jack) Dalbo, SMA ‘68 .... Member
Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell ........ Member

WORLD WAR I MONUMENT
Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62 .......... Member
John H. (Jack) Lowe, SMA ‘48 ..... Member

WEBSITE
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 ............... Webmaster

SMA ALUMNI OFFICE
Arlene Nicely .......... SMA Alumni Secretary

CHAPLAIN.... Richard Henderson, SMA ‘63

William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74
John C. “Jack” Hildebrand, SMA ‘72

J. Harvie Martin III, SMA ‘74
Julian S. Lake IV, SMA ‘74

Burdette W. Holmes, SMA ‘62
Peter J. Worth, SMA ‘57

Robert W. Parker, Jr., SMA ‘67
Larry L. Atkinson, SMA ‘67

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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2008-2009 DUES REMITTANCE
AND CONTRIBUTIONS

NAME:___________________________________YEAR______

ADDRESS:__________________________________________

CITY:________________________________STATE_________

ZIP:________________ TELEPHONE:____________________

E-MAIL:______________________________________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $____________

FOR DUES:___________________________________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $____________

FOR:________________________________________________

Please mail this form and your check to the
SMA Alumni Association, P. O. Box 958

Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

— 2 —

_____ Baseball Cap ........................................... $10.00
Navy blue with gold “Staunton Military Academy”

_____ SMA-VWIL Video ..................................... $50.00
_____ T-Shirt with shield ................................... $15.00
_____ Sizes M to XXL ........................................ $15.00

Sweatshirt (blue with gold hat shield)
_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL. ........................................................ $30.00

Sweatshirt, grey (embroidered with “Staunton
Military Academy” and crossed rifles.

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL ........................................................ $30.00

Golf Shirts, navy with embroidered “Staunton
Military Academy”and crossed rifles

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL ........................................................ $30.00

Golf Shirts, blue with maze trim on collar and
sleeve “Staunton Military Academy” in gold

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ Old Boys Buckle (silver) ......................... $20.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................... $25.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................. $25.00

(may be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Black Leather Belt ................................... $15.00

Sizes 28 and 32 only
_____ Car Window Decal .................................. $03.50

“SMA Alumni”
_____ Postcards ................................................ $02.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches .......................... $02.00
_____ Rank Insignia .......................................... $01.00

S/Sgt. and PFC available
_____ Blue Book (reprint) ................................. $10.00

Coffee Cup
_____ South Barracks in blue........................... $05.00
_____ Blue with gold shield .............................. $05.00
_____ Artist Sketch ........................................... $05.00

(Asphalt with South and North Barracks, Mess Hall)
_____ Artist Sketch (all buildings) .................... $05.00

_____ License Plate Holders ............................. $10.00
Black metal with “Staunton Military Academy” in
white lettering.

_____ License Plate Sign .................................. $10.00
White metal with “SMA ALUMNI” in blue

Charges listed below are the the United States in-country
delivery only. Shipmemts to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other
distant destinations are subject to shipper’s charges.

QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL

—15—

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

Two available (circle your choices): [1] a 17” x 7¼”
sketch of  or [2]  a 14” x 9” sketch.

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

Shipping charges must be added:
$00.00 to $30.00 ........................................... $008.75
$31.00 to $70.00 ........................................... $010.95
$71.00 and above ......................................... $011.95

Total:

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:
SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at www.sma-alumni.org or call
(540) 885-1309 for information, leave
a message, and your call will be re-
turned as soon as possible.
Currently, credit card orders can-

not be accepted by the Cadet Store.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

CADET STORE

This is a much reduced image of the
SMA flag that is available in SMA blue
and gold, and also available as a four-
inch by six inch mini-flag on a ball-
tipped post and base mount — per-
fect for a table or the mantle over your
fireplace. To determine the price of the
full-size flag, contact the Alumni Sec-
retary. The small flags are $10.00.

VWIL Initiative needs our help
First, I am happy to say that the Kablegram is back!  With the passing of
our dear friend, Dave Litzenburg (’58) in early September, we lost a re-
markably capable and talented editor.  The board asked Burdette Holmes
(’62) to assume the duties of editor, and he has agreed.  This edition is a
little late (December instead of October), but our normal, quarterly issues
will resume in February.

My main point today is that as our SMA Alumni Asso-
ciation continues to move forward, we must continue
to fulfill our obligations.  To maintain our credibility, our
actions must speak at least as loud as our words, our
promises.  I am referring, of course, to our pledge to
provide $50,000 in annual support to the VWIL cadet
corps.  This year, sadly, we are failing to meet the mark.

I understand that tightening economic times are upon us, but we still need
to do whatever we can.  So, I am asking you to contribute to the VWIL
Initiative.  It can be small; it can be large.  But it needs to happen now.
These young ladies depend on our AGREED upon sponsorship in order to
have the same kind of educational experience that we enjoyed at SMA.

While it may be easy for us to believe that someone else will step up and
provide the needed support for the Initiative, please don’t take it for granted.
Each year, we lose more of our good friends and classmates.  Each year,
there are fewer of us to shoulder the load.

Remember the support we gave each other in the classroom and on the
playing fields of SMA.  That support still endures.  We see it at our re-
unions.  In the future, with our help, the VWIL graduates will see it too.

Happy Holidays, Old Boys,

TRUTH, DUTY, HONOR

Congressman Barry Goldwater
(SMA ‘57) and General Bissel at
the 2008 Reunion
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Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309  •  Fax: (540) 885-1366
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. MEMBERSHIP DUES Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Dues ($50.00) will be credited for fiscal year September 1, 2008 - August 31, 2009).
• Dues are not tax deductible. Please make checks payable to: SMA Alumni Association.
SMA FOUNDATION, INC. Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are used to fund the SMA-VWIL Museum,  scholarships and related expenses.
SMA-VWIL INITIATIVE Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are given to VWIL for discretionary utilization.
SCHOLARSHIP FUND Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are used to fund the annual SMA Alumni Association Leadership Scholarship.
SPECIAL DONATION Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are used as specified by the donor, such as Howie Rifles, VWIL Band, etc.

Name:_____________________________________________________________________Class:_________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: Home: ______________________________ E-mail:_____________________________________________

Complete this form, include your check(s) and mail to SMAAA. Your support and
involvement are critical to the continued success of the association and the activities

and programs that have been developed and implemented in the memory of
Staunton Military Academy, the Corps of Cadets and staff.

s
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2009 R2009 R2009 R2009 R2009 Reunion set feunion set feunion set feunion set feunion set fooooor April 17-19r April 17-19r April 17-19r April 17-19r April 17-19
    The weekend of April 17, 18, and
19 will see another large influx of
Staunton Military Academy alumni
into Staunton, Virginia.  Reunions
over the last six years have pro-
duced high attendance numbers,
with the 2008 event hosting 114
“old boys” and their guests.  Al-
though no specific goal has been
established, the SMA Alumni Asso-
ciation Reunion Committee is qui-
etly hoping for a new record in
2009, surpassing the mark set in
2007 (over 130 “old boys”).
    The years of 1934, 1939, 1944,
1949, 1954, 1959, 1964, 1969, and
1974 will be honored at the re-

union.  (See separate story about the Class of ’59 on page 3.)
    Headquarters for the 2009 event will be the Stonewall Jackson Hotel,
where 100 rooms have been set aside at a special SMA Reunion Rate.
Alumni planning to attend should take the time now to make reserva-
tions by calling (540) 885-4848.
    The Hampton Inn on Route 11 (south of Staunton) will serve as a
secondary location for reunion attendees.  The Hampton Inn also pro-
vided a block of rooms for the reunions in 2006, 2007, and 2008.
    The weekend events will begin with a meeting of the Board of Direc-
tors on Friday, April 17, followed at 11:00 a.m. by registration in the
Mess Hall.  The annual SMA-VWIL Review is set for 4:00 p.m. on Kable
Field.  Alumni will form up on the asphalt in front of what once was
North Barracks and will march down the ramp and onto the field behind

Headquarrters for the 2009 SMA reunion will be the Stonewall Jackson Hotel.
100 rooms, at a special SMA Reunion Rate, have been blocked for alumni.
Reservations should be made at the earliest date by calling (540) 885-4848.

Continued on page 7


