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Above: eagle display, brick patio and
South Barracks gates next to the Me-
morial Wall.

Right: Howie bust, SMA uniform
displays and other memorabilia.

Above: A 30-minute video details the
history of SMA and the development
of VWIL. Below: SMA medals, insig-
nia, and trophies are displayed inside
the SMA-VWIL Museum. Left: The �Ma-
jor of St. Lo�, various uniforms and SMA
memorabilia are on display.

SMA-VWIL Museum � preserving
our history; perpetuating a legacy

For those who have visited the SMA-
VWIL Museum in Staunton, located in
what was once the SMA Supply Room,
the experience generated emotions and
memories of years spent as a cadet at
Staunton Military Academy.

Not taking the time to stop in
Staunton, tour the Virginia Women�s
Institute for Leadership (VWIL) on what
was once the �hill� (SMA�s campus)
and visiting the museum, is a missed
opportunity of a lifetime.

The facility is shared equally by the
SMA Alumni Association and VWIL,
and is staffed (during the Mary Baldwin

College academic year) by selected
VWIL cadets who have acquired a thor-
ough knowledge of SMA�s history and
traditions.

The museum is constantly evolving,
adding new memorabilia donated by
alumni and non-alumni alike. A good
example is the 1910 diploma issued to
J. Gordon Gidley, given to the asso-
ciation by Mrs. Amy Reilly-Veino of
Schnectady, New York, after it was
found in the attic of her home, which
had been previously owned by Mr.
Gidley�s daughter.

� Continued to page 3 �

Plan now to attend the 2006 reunion!
You will find the registration form

on page 13 of this issue, along with
reunion details.
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With 2005 coming to a close, we can look back on this year and
be proud of the good we have done, both in the help we have
provided to the Virginia Women�s Institute for Leadership (VWIL)
and in the efforts to perpetuate our legacy.

The new year brings new challenges and several specific goals.
One of these goals is to increase the SMA Alumni Association Schol-
arship Fund to the $50,000 level, thus making it a perpetual $2,500
annual award to a worthy VWIL cadet. If you need motivation to
participate in this effort, take time to read the open letter to SMA
alumni on page 6 from Dr. Brenda Bryant, Director of VWIL. Her
letter, combined with our commentary, should clear up any linger-
ing doubts that the program is becoming more important as some-
thing significant our association can do to make a difference.

Another goal is the SMA-VWIL Museum. Brocky A. Nicely, SMA
�65 has devoted endless hours to making the museum a treasure
trove of SMA memorabilia. We need to focus on making sure that
the facility is funded, staffed, maintained � and expanded when
the opportunity allows that to happen. We encourage you to visit
the museum when you are in the vicinity of Staunton.

Yet another goal is to have the best and biggest reunion that we
have ever enjoyed. See page 13 for details. We hope you will plan
now to attend and send in your registration and make your room
reservations at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel.

As always, your enthusiastic support and help is sincerely ap-
preciated. This is your association and your legacy. We value your
feedback and ask that you continue to provide it.

� C. David Litzenburg, SMA �58

New challenges and goals

Please update my information in the SMA Alumni Association
database to reflect the following:

NAME:________________________________________________

GRADUATION YEAR:_______________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________

CITY:______________________________________STATE:_________

ZIP CODE:________________________

TELEPHONE:  (_____________)  __________________________

E-MAIL:_______________________________________________

Mail this form to SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
P. O. Box 958 � Woodrum Station � Staunton, Virginia 24402

The e-mail address for our database administrator has changed.
 If you need to contact her to request or convey information, your

e-mail should be addressed to SMADaphne@juno.com.

CHANGE OF PERSONAL INFORMATION
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT
We continue to need your dues . . .

. . .to help us to continue to be an active and involved association. Your dues
provide funding for our Alumni Secretary, office and administrative expenses and
the many services that are available to SMA alumni. All things considered, your
$50.00 dues payment goes a long way to preserve the history of Staunton Mili-
tary Academy and to perpetuate our legacy. Why not take the time to complete
the form on the back page of this issue of The Kablegram and send in your dues
remittance? And take an extra moment to consider . . .

the SMAAA Scholarship Fund
....to bring the fund to the $50,000 level where it will annually provide a $2,500

scholarship award to a deserving Virginia Women�s Institute for Leadership (VWIL)
cadet. The fund currently stands at $30,000+. Please turn to page 6 for more
information and commentary on this topic.

. . . and . . .
. . .the other sources of contributory participation that we have, such as the

SMA-VWIL Initiative, the VWIL Band Fund and the Howie Rifles Fund. These are
all worthy projects that serve the needs of the VWIL Corps of Cadets, keep our
traditions alive, and are instrumental in perpetuating our legacy.

Reunion 2006 is drawing near . . .
. . .and the time to send in your registration and make your reservations at the

Stonewall Jackson Hotel is fast approaching. We anticipate that this will be an
excellent weekend event on April 7-8, with events intended to meet everyone�s
expectations. The purpose of any reunion is to return to the roots of our earlier
years � on the �Hill�. The 2006 reunion offers many memories of our youth . . .
the Stonewall Jackson Hotel, parades on Kable Field, and the Mess Hall. These
events and venues are ours to enjoy again in 2006.

We hope you will take the time now to plan your attendance, contact your
friends and classmates and encourage them to join you, and make your ar-
rangements as soon as possible. The Stonewall Jackson Hotel has provided a
special reunion room rate. Turn to page 13 for more details.

Heads up!, Class of 1956 . . .
. . .Allan P. Fisher is coordinating your participation in the upcoming reunion.

This is your 50th anniversary! Turn to page 4 for more details.
�Feeling pretty good�. . .

. . .were the words of the Southern gentleman we fondly refer to as our �rock�
� �Ike� Kivlighan, SMA �29, who turned 95 on December 8. Mr. Kivlighan has for
a number of years called selected alumni on their bithdays, but on his special
day the tables were turned on him with a barrage of calls from alumni across the
United States. Happy Birthday, �Ike�!

Bulletin from Columbus . . .
. . .issued by e-mail on October 18, 2005, echoing an article in The Columbus

(Ohio) Dispatch, which noted that our own George F. Dunigan II, SMA �64 �aced
the 167-yard No. 3 at Rolling Meadows with a five iron.� Good show, George!

This brings to mind a suggestion made by another alumnus. He came up
with the idea of having a driving contest on Saturday, April 8, from 1:00 to 3:00
p.m., above what we all knew as Echols Field. He suggests that the competitors
drive off the top of the embankment outside the SMA-VWIL Museum, with the
longest distance taking home sort of trophy.  Add to this the recommendation
that there be a tennis match that afternoon on the Mary Baldwin College courts
and the gauntlet appears to have been thrown down.

We would like to see some feedback to these ideas. E-mail your thoughts to
The Kablegram at one of the two addresses shown on page 2 of this issue.

In death, the gift of life . . .
. . .is an emotional story on page 14 about Rafi Yale Sharif, SMA �58, and why

he is alive today at age 65. The article serves to remind us of how precious life is,
and how quickly and dramatically our circumstances can change.

� Continued from page 1 �
The SMA-VWIL Museum is managed

by Brocky A. Nicely, SMA �65. The VWIL
portion of the facility is maintained by
the VWIL Historial Committee in con-
sultation with Mr. Nicely.

Just this year alone, there have been
significant material contributions to the
museum, including:
� Major Beardsworth�s faculty blouse,
circa 1920, along with several photo-
graphs and class banners from that
period, Mr. Beardsworth was band di-
rector and a music instructor.
� The coatee and shako of the com-
mander of �C� Company in 1934 and
a coatee and shako from a lieutenant
from the same period. Both uniforms
have a light blue bar on the sleeve, yet
to be identified.
� A small leather trunk still packed as
when the cadet left SMA.
� A diploma awarded to William J.
Deejan, SMA �13, along with photo-
graphs of the 1912-1913 Corps of Ca-
dets and a sweep-around picture of the
SMA post grounds.
� New brass to be added to the
museum�s collection, Second Lieuten-
ant epaulets (U.S. Army), bullion sa-
bre tassel, dress garrison cap for the
28th Infantry Division (World War I).
� A new copy of the �Major of St. Lo�
DVD starring Peter Graves. This DVD
can be found in Kroger stores in the
audio visual sections.
� VHS tape of the 1974 Sponsors Pa-
rade and a copy of the tape of the SMA-
Massanutten Military Academy basket-
ball game of that era, donated by
Colonel William Pandak.
� Plastic mannequins donated by
Dominic �Jack� Dalbo.

The museum entrance room displays
have been rearranged to reflect more
on the history of VWIL, while the sec-
ond half of the museum focuses en-
tirely on SMA. In the VWIL area, a trib-
ute has been created to honor the VWIL
graduate killed in the line of duty in
Egypt in October 2005.

The museum is open every Wednes-
day, Saturday and Sunday during the
normal Mary Baldwin College aca-
demic year (except when students are
away from campus on scheduled
breaks). There are contact numbers
posted on the door in the event the fa-
cility is not open, and efforts will be
made to accommodate visitors.

SMA-VWIL Museum
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E-MAILS AND LETTERSJohn Hooser to serve
on VWIL Promotions
Board in 2006

John W. Hooser, SMA �73, the vol-
unteer advisor to the Virginia Women�s
Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Howie
Rifles drill team, will again serve as a
member of the VWIL Promotions Board
in February 2006.

Mr. Hooser, a retired U.S. Marine
Corps Gunnery Sergeant who served
as a Drill Instructor at
Parris Island, South
Carolina and also in
several U.S. embas-
sies around the
world, participated in
the 2005 board.

Separate boards
are conducted for
three consecutive
weeks in February to interview appli-
cants for Corps of Cadets military rank-
ing for the following academic year.

The Promotion Board is comprised
of VWIL administrators, military offic-
ers from the Virginia Military Insitute
(VWIL), a representative of the SMA
Alumni Association, and selected se-
nior class VWIL officers.

December 3, 2005 by e-mail:
Hello members of SMA!
I�m over here in Kabul, Afghanistan! It is great
to hear what�s going on with the association!
Keep up the good work! I do owe a lot to the
academy! Over the years, it has helped to pre-
pare me in my reserve military career! I came
over here last October 2005 and plan to be here
until spring 2006. As a chaplain, it has been my
joy to serve the members of our armed forces
stationed in this country. You�ll be very proud of
the job they�re doing! We had a great attendance
in our chapel services. At this time, we are help-
ing folks in different orphanages and refugee camps. I want to wish everyone the
best for the upcoming holidays!

� Don A. Campbell, SMA �75
CH(MAJ)Don A.Campbell, Camp Eggers Staff Chaplain

Spring 2005 by e-mail:
I was reading the February 2005 issue of The Kablegram and, lo and behold, I

see a letter from my ex-Priest (he moved away) and the man who presided at my
wedding two years ago. I had no idea that the Reverent Stephen Stanley had an
alumni in his family. I�ll have to drop him a note and congratulate him. He�s a
wonderful man and one of the few men of the cloth who is the �real deal�.

Speaking of achievements, I want to congratulate all of you who toil to put this
periodical together. It really is the only legitimate connection that we alumni have
to our lost heritage and school.

I have another suggestion; how about selling a flag with the SMA emblem
shown on the Reunion 2005 picture? I would love to have one on my flag pole.
Thanks again to all of you who keep our memories alive.

� David Tinker, SMA  �69
Editor�s note: The suggestion is a good one and will be presented to the Board of
Directors for consideration. Preliminary research indicates that full size flags of
our design cost $300 each. However, we are looking into the possibility of a
smaller version of the same design. We are not sure that this can be accomplised
in time for the 2006 reunion in Staunton. Every effort will be made to find vendors to
bid on the proposed smaller flags. Once the Board of Directors decides on the
most appropriate course of action, the results will be published.
October 2005 by e-mail:

I have a diploma for J. Gordon Gidley, June 2, 1910. I think he had my house
built. His daughter, Patricia, was a former owner of my house, and it was in the
attic. It is signed by your founder, William H. Kable, as the principal, and another
Kable as commandant. LeRoy Sutherland signed as instructor of Latin and Tho-
mas Russell as headmaster. I was going to take it to the New York State Museum
tomorrow, with some other old things from my house that they are interested in.
I finally went on line to see if Staunton Military Academy still existed. Now I feel
you may want this bit of history. I would be very happy to send it to you. I will
show it to the museum curator, just to learn how best to send it. It has been
rolled, but may best be flattened.

� Amy Reilly-Veino, Schnectady, New York
Editor�s note: Subsequent communications between The Kablegram and Mrs.
Reilly-Veino have resulted in the donation of the diploma to the SMA-VWIL Mu-
seum. Thanks to the expert assistance of Craig Williams, a curator at the New
York State Museum, the diploma was carefully packaged and shipped to The
Kablegram, and has since been delivered to the museum in Staunton. Our sin-
cere appreciation has been conveyed to the donor of this treasure.

Allen Fisher, SMA �56
seeks classmates for
next reunion

The 2006 reunion will mark the 50th
anniversary for the Class of 1956, and
Allan P. Fisher, SMA �56 is coordinating
the group�s participation in the events
set for April 7-8 in Staunton.

SMA �56 class members can reach
Mr. Fisher at apfish@mindspring.com
or by telephone at (561) 793-9207. His
mailing address is 9107 Bay Harbour
Circle, West Palm Beach, FL 33411.

Mr.  Fisher took advantage of the
SMA Alumni Association�s extensive
database and is contacting class-
mates whose locations are known.

The class-specific database service
is also available to the other honor
classes: 1941, 1946, 1951, 1961, 1966,
1971 and SMA�s last class . . . 1976.

To receive a specific database, con-
tact The Kablegram at the e-mail ad-
dresses shown on page 2 or contact
the SMA Alumni Office. Turn to pages 7 and 12 for more e-mails and letters.
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VWIL NEWS
Two Hunter W. Henry scholarships awarded

Laken Brittanie Hopkins, a junior majoring in Psychol-
ogy with minors in Sociology and Leadership Studies, is the
2006 recipient of the Henry SMA Legacy
Scholarship, sponsored by Hunter W. Hen-
ry, Jr., SMA �46.

Ms. Hopkins, from Christiansburg, Vir-
ginia, is currently Sergeant Major of the
Corps of Cadets and a member of the VWIL
Howie Rifles. She is active in the Mary
Baldwin College �Madrigals�. She served
as official photographer at the SMA Alumni
Association�s 2005 reunion banquet.

She is a member of the Concert Choir, Psi Chi (National
Honor Society for Psychology), the Psychology Club, and
the Physical Training Cadre.

Ms. Hopkins plans to commission in May 2007 as a Sec-
ond Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force and aspires to become
either a pilot, navigator or personnel officer.

Patricia  Ann Nadeau,  a senior majoring in Psychology
and Vocal Performance with a minor in Leadership Studies,

is the recipient of the 2003 Henry SMA
Legacy Scholarship. She was the 2004 re-
cipient of the SMA Alumni Association Lead-
ership Scholarship. Ms. Nadeau is a Pla-
toon Captain and member of the Mary
Baldwin College �Madrigals�.

She is chairman of the Cadet Conduct
Council, a member of the nULL Commit-
tee and a Peer Advisor. She is involved with
the Concert Choir, is a member of Omi-

cron Delta Kappa (the National Leadership Honor Society),
Alpha Lambda Delta (the freshman honor society) and Psi
Chi (the Psychology Honor Society).

Upon graduation, Ms. Nadeau will commission in the
U.S. Air Force and report to Pensacola, Florida to train as a
Strike Fighter Navigator.

Editor�s note: The Henry scholarships are funded from endowments established by Hunter W. Henry, Jr., SMA �46. The Henry
SMA Legacy Scholarship was not awarded in 2003 and 2004. The unused funds were recently reactivated and the 2003
award made. The 2004 scholarship will be awarded in 2006.

Cadet Sergeant Kerrianne O�Connell (rear), Cadet Sergeant
Patrice Jones (left) and Cadet Corporal Karen Potter (right)
join Commandant Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell as they inspect
the Toshiba laptop computer donated to the Virginia
Women�s Institure for Leadership by Micahel Guthrie, man-
aging broker at the Long and Foster Real Estate office in
Reston, Virginia. Mr. Guthrie has since become vice presi-
dent of Roy Wheeler Real Estate in Charlottesville, Virginia.

Three computers, complete with keyboards, monitors and
printers have been donated by the SMA Alumni Association
to the Virginia Women�s Institute for Leadership (VWIL).

In August 2005, a computer (donated by G. Richard
Staunch, SMA �61), printer and computer desk were installed
in the Operations Center at the VWIL offices. At the same
time, a computer, printer and scanner were installed in the
VWIL Supply Room.

In November, a Toshiba laptop computer was donated
for use by the VWIL Commandant and his S-2 staff. There is
a fourth unit being prepared for installation in the VWIL brief-
ing room in what SMA alumni know as the Mess Hall.

Other than the computer donated by Mr. Staunch, all the
equipment and peripherals were donated to the SMA Alumni
Association by agents at the Long and Foster Real Estate
offices in Reston, Virginia. The equipment was upgraded
before installation.

The same group of real estate agents have provided a
variety of printers, fax machines and peripherals that will be
subsequently donated to VWIL for use in cadet conference
rooms and dormitory offices.

Sharon and Kenneth Rutland of Oak Hill, Virginia, pro-
vided a Minolta office copier for the VWIL offices.

VWIL gains technology from
SMAAA and other donors
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A college education is no longer
a luxury. It is a necessity. As we
prepare young women for careers
in public service, private enterprise
and the military, we know that a
high value will be placed on aca-
demic excellence, on personal in-
tegrity and on leadership for an in-
creasingly complex world.

This is our mission at the Vir-
ginia Women�s Institute for Lead-
ership and it is one that the
Staunton Military Academy Alumni
Association (SMAAA) is helping us
to realize every day.

Our students come to Mary
Baldwin College with an eye to-
ward making a meaningful differ-
ence. They come with a willingness
to work hard and, often, with un-
certainties about financing their
education.

Seventy five percent of our stu-
dents document some level of fi-
nancial need and as tuition rises,
this statistic is likely to grow. This
year the comprehensive fee at Mary
Baldwin is $26,465. Most students
will require some scholarship sup-
port to meet this obligation.

The role of SMA alumni in sup-
porting our students has been sig-
nificant and continues to grow.
Alumni scholarship contributions
have assisted Monica Choi and
Rachael O�Connell, both on active
duty with the U.S. Army Chemical
Corps/Intelligence Officers; Kristy
Wheeler, Office of Special Investi-
gations U.S. Air Force; Nicole
Littlejohn, U.S. Air Force Space and
Missile Operations; and, Iuliana
Petre, U.S. Army Ordnance, as well
as recent graduates and current
students just at the beginning of
their careers.

 All of these graduates are grate-
ful for the support they received and
they all recognize the special rela-
tionship that our two institutions,
SMAAA and VWIL, have achieved.

� Dr. Brenda Bryant, Director
Virginia Women�s Institute

for Leadership

What SMAAA funding
of scholarships means
to VWIL cadets

2006 goal: endow the Scholarship Fund
$20,000 needed to provide a perpetual $2,500 annual award

The SMA Alumni Association (SMAAA) has a variety of programs that con-
tinue to benefit the Virginia Women�s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) and the Corps
of Cadets. Among them is one that was begun in 1999: the SMAAA Leadership
Scholarship Fund. Seven VWIL cadets have each received $1,000 awards from
this fund, with the first being Iuliana Petre in 1999 and the latest being Julia
Cochran in 2005. The next award will be made in March 2006.

Endowment of this fund to a level of
$50,000, which will yield an annual
award of $2,500, is one of the goals of
SMAAA for the year 2006. The current
level of the fund is
slightly more than
$30,000, leaving a
balance of $20,000 required to reach
endowment level.

Many SMA alumni can relate to the
financial stress of acquiring a college
education, even though the cost of a
degree in the 1940s through the 1970s
was not as expensive as it is today.

That said, the stress was neverthe-
less a burden on students and parents,
and scholarship assistance was wel-
comed and appreciated.

Such is the case today. The open
letter to SMA alumni from Dr. Brenda
Bryant, Director of VWIL, illustrates how
important and beneficial the SMAAA
help has been in prior years. What is
clear from Dr. Bryant�s message is that
our association has been able to make
a difference for a number of cadets.

SMA alumni cannot provide funding

for all those who need it. There are
other resources available to VWIL stu-
dents, including Armed Services schol-
arships (under certain circumstances

and prerequisites),
two Hunter W. Henry
endowed scholar-

ships, federally-funded tuition loans,
and private tuition assistance grants
such as those provided in 2005.

VWIL administrators have made one
point quite clear � that there are stu-
dents now in the program and some
who have graduated who could not
have continued without the assistance
provided by the SMA Alumni Associa-
tion and individual alumni.

SMA alumni have every reason to be
proud of this record and satisfied that
they (YOU) have effectively assured the
education of a a few VWIL cadets.

These cadets and those who will fol-
low them through the VWIL program
are the best reasons to make the effort
to bring the SMAAA Scholarship Fund
up to endowment level.

� C. David Litzenburg, SMA �58

COMMENTARY

Enclosed find my check in the amount of $________________ payable to
the SMA FOUNDATION, to be placed in the Staunton Military Academy
Alumni Association Scholarship Fund. I understand that I will receive a
letter from the SMA Alumni Association confirming this gift and that the
gift is tax-deductible. Please print the information below.

NAME:________________________________________SMA YEAR________

ADDRESS:______________________________________________________

CITY:__________________________________________STATE:___________

ZIP CODE:_______________________

TELEPHONE: (___________) ______________________________________

E-MAIL:_________________________________________________________

Please make your check payable to the SMA FOUNDATION and mail it
with this remittance form to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958 � Woodrum Station � Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
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E-MAILS AND LETTERS
November 6, 2005 by e-mail:

My father, Thomas H. Lockhart (1911-1992) of New Ha-
ven, Connecticut  attended SMA in 1929-30 (I believe this is
the correct year) for a post-graduate high school year.  He
then attended St. Louis University and became a pilot. He
later became Commissioner of Aeronautics for the State of
Connecticut and head of the Connecticut Civil Air Patrol in
the early years of World War II.

He enlisted in the Marine Corps in 1944 at the age of 33
and served in the Marshall Islands and Japan with Marine
Aircraft Group 22 until December 1945. On a recent trip
through the Shenandoah Valley, I stopped at the Staunton
Visitor Center to ask where SMA had been.

Beyond knowing that the buildings had been acquired
by Mary Baldwin College, the guide knew little else. I would
have enjoyed visiting the museum.

Perhaps the alumni organization can provide the Visitor
Center with a brochure for future visitors interested in
Staunton�s history.

� Virginia Lockhart
Editor�s note: A color rack card was begun a year ago, but
was temporarily shelved. The project has been revived and
will be completed in early 2006.

April 10, 2005 by e-mail:
Let me begin by saying that you and the staff did an

outstanding job in making the 2005 reunion a  resounding
success. The VWIL presented themselves on all occasions
with class, discipline, and honor.  I am proud to be associ-
ated with that effort to keep the SMA spirit alive.

On a more personal note, I was overwhelmed with emo-
tion by the reception my wife, Sheila, and I received from the
47, 48, & 49 group.  they took us into their midst and we
became a part of their celebration of camaraderie.  Also
seeing and spending time with Coach Bryant and Ike
Kivligan was special.  I was a member of the 1950 football
team and did �an outstanding� job keeping statistics, so
had fond memories of those two as well.

Being around, listening, laughing, and telling stories was
a real highlight of our visit.  Spending time with Alan Jones,
Frankie Allen, Jim Thompson and his wife, Joy, Joe Butler
and his wife, Kaye, Buck Buchanan, Bob Spears, Bob Pickett,
Bob Horvath and his son, and the irrepressible Herk Wolfe
brought back the memories I have of those great football
and basketball teams and the fellowship that has been sus-
tained through the years.  These were my childhood heroes
and through the years they have not become tarnished a
bit.  What fun it was to have a glimpse of how we were back
then.  I also was able to spend some time with Bill
Nehman �50 and Bruce Fisher �49.

As I said, it was an emotional experience for me and as I
recently told my sons upon our return, it was one of the
highlights of my life. Thanks to all for making it happen!
And we will be there next year. Also, it is my great hope that
others of the class of 1950 will consider rekindling that ca-
maraderie that we once had and return with me in 2006.

� John �Jack� Reynolds, SMA �50

October 2005 by e-mail:
FIRST AND LAST IMPRESSIONS

In early 1946 my fathers job
took us to Mexico City. The American
School there was determined to be
inadequate. As a result, my folks ordered catalogues from
various  prep and military schools in the U.S.and said
�choose one�. Understand, I�m 12 years old at the time.
After a thorough review of the catalogues I chose SMA �
for no reason that I can remember.

Off I went alone in January1947 on a DC-3 (Pan Ameri-
can) from Mexico City to Washington, D.C. There I got on a
train (C & O Railroad) and quickly misplaced my ticket.The
conductor asked me which stop I was going to and I replied
�Staunton� and pronounced it like �Taunton�. He looked at
me contemptuously and said, � Son, there is no stop on
this line called �Staunton�, but there is one called �Stanton� -
and you best remember it!�. Lesson number one understood
and complied with!

Colonel Haynes of the Jr. School met me at the station in
STAUNTON. My feelings so far ....scared to death.

Five and one half years later - mission accomplished! In
retrospect, what a great experience! It has helped me through
life! Glad I took the trip!

� John H. Tewksbury, SMA �52
October 27, 2005 by e-mail:

I was thrilled to see the article on Bob Bennett and his
accomplishments after he left SMA. As I recall he had an
enviable  record of accomplishments while at SMA so it would
not be surprising that he carried that further in the business
world. He was an outstanding boxer and I remember some
of those bouts. I don�t think he was ever defeated � one of
Captain Joe�s best. I have lost track of Bob and would ap-
preciate your sending me his address or E-mail.
Thanks for your help.

� Charles Rowe  SMA �45
Thanks for your prompt reply � most impressive. You

can use my e-mail in The Kablegram but I certainly did not
do justice to Bob. I lost my year book so I cannot tell you
how many things he was involved in and ran. There were
many. Most important he was a caring, fun loving, loyal
person and well liked by all.

� Charles Rowe  SMA �45
August 6, 2005 by e-mail:
To Whom it May Concern,

Hello, my name is Norman Rodham from Albany, New
York.  I am trying to get in contact with Tom Denny who was
in the class of 1967 at SMA. With his mom and dad, I visited
the school once or  twice. He and I were best of friends back
in the town of Duxbury, Massachusetts back in the 1960s.
The last time I saw him was in Charlottesville, Virginia.in
1975 where his parents were living as I recall.

I think Tom also became a tennis pro and taught at
Farmington Country Club in Charlottesville. I realize the pri-
vacy concerns you may have concerning emails about
former students, but if you could email or somehow let Tom

� Continued to page 12 �
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SMA-VWIL PERSPECTIVES: THEN AND NOW

Kevin Gorman: SMA...then, now and forever!
�Though ready to do something

else, leaving the security of the
academy (SMA) was tough for
me,� says Kevin Gorman, SMA �70,
whose wife refers to that time in
his life as the �Three I�s � Invin-
cible, Infertile and �I�, the center of
the universe.�

In the 1970 Corps of Cadets, the
�center of the universe� was his
position as commander of the Sec-
ond Battalion with the rank of Lieu-
tenant Colonel. Master Sergeant
Glenn �Gibby� Gibson, he recalls
with fondness, was his mentor.

Mr. Gorman graduated and as-
pired to be accepted by the U.S.

Air Force Academy, but opted (with encouragement from
his parents) to enter Norwich University, the nation�s oldest
private military college. �I may have been the
sharpest bayonet in the Howie Rifles,� he recalls,
�but my SAT scores, though respectable, were
not that competitive.�

�Fortunately, the skills I had learned from Ma-
jor Tommy Vames and Major Dennis Case and
other excellent SMA instructors proved equal to
the task, and the academic experience, coupled
with the excellent leadership and military training
provided at SMA equipped me with what I needed
to succeed� at Norwich and later in life.

�Other than becoming a military officer, I really
did not know what I wanted to do when I grew
up,� he recalls, adding: Upon graduation I was
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the
U.S. Army Air Defense Artillery.�

Prior to that, during his senior year, Mr. Gorman
says, he �met the love of my life, Sally�, and they were mar-
ried in 1974 with classmate Donald Tobin, SMA �70, serving
as the best man at the wedding. They spent their honey-
moon at Airborne School at Fort Benning, Georgia.

In 1975 he was assigned to a NATO Nike Hercules Bat-
talion in Germany where, he says, �I learned to speak Ger-
man well enough to make you think I was almost a native.�
He remained in Germany, and subsequently turned his com-
mand over to another graduate � Tom Mihalek, SMA �71.
He and Sally and daughter Tricia returned home. Then in
1981, he commanded a III Corps company, and in 1983
was assigned to Fort Irwin, California where he wrote war
games , became a scenario developer., and eventually
served on General Wesley Clark�s staff as Resource Officer.

He was released from military service in 1986 and began
his civilian career with BDM Corporation in California, where
he was involved in the planning and start-up of a training
center for the U.S. Army�s light forces. His responsibilities

took him in 1987 to Fort Smith, Arkansas where he also
served with the Arkansas Air National Guard. In 1993 he
again relocated, this time to Fort Polk, Louisiana, where in
his spare time he earned a Masters Degree in management.

Looking to �reinvent� himself, he became Director of Ad-
ministration for BDM-Oklahoma, and in 1996 moved to the
company�s facilities in Arkansas, where in 1998 he was ap-
pointed Program Manager and Site Director, a position he
continues in today with Northrup Grumman IT.

Mr. Gorman continues to have fond recollections of his
years at SMA, which he provided in depth for The Kablegram:

�SMA had a huge impact on my life. We had a great
faculty, military instructors, and an excellent Corps of Ca-
dets. This collective experience taught us to think for our-
selves, stand on our own, to be leaders, and to persevere. I
can still remember in 1966, when SMA cadet Master Ser-
geant Tony Maranino (see obituary on page 14) told us as
new �rats� that �No matter how bad it gets, gentlemen, stick
it out, because the rewards by doing so are great!��

�I recently quoted these
same words of encourage-
ment to my son when he was
a Plebe two years ago, and
is now a Midshipman Second
Class at the U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy in Kings
Point, New York.�

�I owe a very sincere
thanks to my parents for
making SMA a choice for me;
and my deepest gratitude to
General and Mrs. Sproul and
their family for opening their
home, refrigerator and sanc-
tuary to us. Mrs. Sproul, you
are truly our SMA �Brigade

Mom�. I am also very appreciative of the dedication and
excellent work of the SMA Alumni Association and their com-
mitment to keep our SMA spirit alive, as well as our SMA
commitment to serve as a cornerstone for the perpetuation
of the Virginia Women�s Institute for Leadership.�

�I salute the president and the association�s Board of Di-
rectors for leading our alumni and I sincerely thank Jay C.
Nedry, SMA �69 for being the SMA glue that binds us to-
gether each year.�

�I am also really excited about seeing the new Howie Rifles
perform and make us proud! Most importantly, I offer a heart-
felt �thank you� to the women of VWIL who are serving our
nation now. Our hearts are with you, we mourn for the one
who died, and we honor all of you who are the veterans in
this awful war on terrorism.�

�Please know that you are very precious to your SMA
fellows, as many of us have daughters your age and older.
We were �then� and you are �now� � and we are with you!�

Sally and
Kevin Gorman
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Christina Hatcher: It�s all about the Howie Rifles

Talk about the Virginia Women�s Institute for Women (VWIL)
Howie Rifles drill team and you immediately associate the
group with its commander � Christina Hatcher. Other than
a few hundred Staunton Military Academy (SMA) alumni,
there is probably nobody more passionate about the team
than the cadet who has been involved in much of their de-
velopment at VWIL.

�Hatch�, as she is known around the VWIL campus, was
born into a military family and has seen sunrises in Hawaii,
California, Illinois, New York and Virginia. �Each
[location] was completely different from the pre-
vious,� she says, �... which I think gave me the
ability to adapt to my surroundings and overall
made be a well rounded person.�

Ms. Hatcher relocated to Newport News, Vir-
ginia in 1995 and graduated from Denbigh High
School in 2002. While there, she participated in a
magnet program called the Aviation Academy
which created in her �a love of aviation and the
aspiration to become a pilot.� For a time, she
was taking private flight lessons to earn her pilot�s
license, but has placed that goal on hold in lieu
of the demands of college tuition.

Throughout her high school years she participated in a
JROTC program with a battalion of 245 cadets, graduating
with the rank of Captain with S-4 duties. �The principles of
leadership my [U.S.] Army instructors taught me then are
the principles that I try to practice today,� she says.

Ms. Hatcher also devoted �a great deal of my time� to the
program�s drill teams: color guard, inspection, regulation,
armed and unarmed exhibition. In her freshman year, she
participated in Silent Thunder, an unarmed exhibition team
that �went all the way to the nationals and won first place.�
in the competition.

Megan Ziegert, a 2005 graduate of VWIL who is now a
Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force stationed in Florida,
was Ms. Hatcher�s �best friend� in high school. �She intro-
duced me to VWIL and Mary Baldwin College and I have
everything to thank her for,� she says, adding that �I would
never have known about this program if she had not opened
the door for me.�

�In November 2001 I stayed with Megan as a prospec-
tive,� she says, �... and it took me about ten minutes of
being on this beautiful campus to know with all my heart
and mind that this was the college I wanted to attend.�

The first question Ms. Hatcher asked Brig. Gen. Bissell
when she met him during prospective weekend was: �Do
you have a drill team?� His response was: �No, but you can
be the first to start one!� The rest is history.

Christina Hatcher is quick to give credit to Ashley Pait,
VWIL �05, for getting the drill team started. Ms. Pait called for
volunteers in October 2003, and practices began immedi-
ately with a team of 20 cadets. Abruptly in November, Ms.
Pait left the Corps of Cadets and the college, and Christina

was appointed to command the team.
Ms. Pait was honored at her departure with a brief exhibi-

tion and a final salute. In the spring, Ms. Hatcher worked
with the team as much as three times a week, and in April
2004 the group performed at the annual Military Ball, their
first public appearance. With U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff
General John P. Jumper in attendance, six team members
offered a short routine that resulted in a standing ovation.

�It was then that the team realized that their dedication
and hard work had paid off,� Ms. Hatcher says.

She adds: �The team as a whole heard many
times of a famous and prestigious SMA Howie
Rifles drill team, and the name gave more than
just pride....it provided a challenge for us to as-
pire to a high set of standards of excellence.�

In 2005, the team invited John W. Hooser, SMA
�73, a Staunton resident and retired U.S. Marine
Corps drill instructor, to become mentor and ad-
visor to the group. A former Howie Rifles mem-
ber, Mr. Hooser guided the team through the re-
finement of their various routines.

Christina Hatcher�s dream was coming closer
and closer to reality. The team made it clear to the SMA
Alumni Association that they wanted to �earn� the desig-
nation of �Howie Rifles�. In March 2005, based on assess-
ments by Mr. Hooser and Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell, VWIL
Commandant, the SMA Alumni Association voted to for-
mally convey the �Howie Rifles� designation to the team.

The dream reality on April 1, 2005 when the team was
presented with patches, a guidon and the official �Howie
Rifles� designation at the annual SMA-VWIL Review, with
Major Thomas D. Howie�s daughter, Mrs. Sally Howie
McDivitt, participating in the ceremony.

For Ms. Hatcher, it was a proud and satisfying moment.
Christina Hatcher is a junior at VWIL, a Healthcare Ad-

ministration major with minors in both Economics and Lead-
ership Studies. She is an LCP Cadre, peer advisor and Color
Sergeant. During her first two years at VWIL she was a snare
drummer in the band.

Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell, VWIL Commandant, says:
�Christina Hatcher is a quiet, low key, but very effective

leader as indicated in her development and training of the
drill team. As a freshman (nULL) in the Corps of Cadets,
she took the reigns of the newly organized drill team and
made them an organization brimming with pride and spirit�
a model for any organization to emulate. She is one of the
most knowledgeable and effective drill instructors that I have
ever observed.�

�With the help of John Hooser and the support of the
SMA Alumni Association, this organization has become the
one that most cadets want to be part of. Christina is one of
our most effective and popular leaders and will continue to
make the VWIL Howie Rifles the best yet. I am very proud of
her and her accomplishments.�
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LOOKING BACK � IMAGES FROM THE PAST

Pictured here is the 1946  Staunton Military Academy football team, which won the Virginia State Championship. The 2006
SMA Alumni Association Reunion represents the 60th anniversary for these team members. We would be interested to
know if anyone can identify the cadets in this photo. Send your comments to kablegram@sma-alumni-org.

1946 Virginia State Champions

Former U.S. Senator Barry M. Gold-
water, SMA �28, is pictured here in com-
mand of his company. The picture was
apparently taken in 1928, Goldwater�s
senior year. The location appears to be
the asphalt just outside the entrance
to the Mess Hall.

Safety Officers check procedures on Pershing Missles
during preparation for launch. U.S. Army Safety Of-
ficer Lt. Allan B. Painter (left) explains the system to a
West German Air Force Safety Officer. The photo was
taken in 1964 at the White Sands Missle Range in
New Mexico. Mr. Painter graduated from SMA in 1958.

1964 at White Sands
Robert Spears, SMA �48,
assumes the usual public
relations football posture
for The Shraphnel. The in-
sert photo is undated.

�Looking Back� is a regular feature of The Kablegram. We welcome the submission
of old photos and digital images. Photos will be returned.

We ask that photo origination and identification be provided when possible.
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LOOKING BACK � IMAGES FROM THE PAST

Pictured here is the 1907 Staunton Military Academy Corps of Cadets, gathered on the asphalt in front of South Barracks,
which at the time was only two years old. In the background to the left is a walkup and door to the third gallery. The original
gates to South Barracks now are part of the patio display at the SMA-VWIL Museum.

South Barracks in 1907

Pictured here is the 1946  Staunton Military Academy boxing team, which won the
Virginia State Championship. At top  left is Major Joe Taylor, Commissary Officer
and Boxing Coach. Second from right on the back row is Robert Horvath, SMA
�47, and at left on the front row is Joseph J. Taylor, SMA �46, the Major�s son.

In November 1904, disaster struck
SMA. A fire destroyed the entire estab-
lishment, except for the founder�s home
and the old school hospital. Both bar-
racks burned to the ground. The fire
broke out at 2:00 a.m. When roll call
was taken at daylight, not a single
cadet was either missing nor injured.

With the entire establishment burned
down, the Corps was furloughed from
November 24, 1904 until January 10,
1905. During this time, a frame struc-
ture was erected. The Corps of Cadets
returned from furlough in early Janu-
ary 1905 and in this building, school
was held from January 10 until June
15 of the same year.

Construction of South Barracks was
begun on March 1, 1905, and the build-
ing was completed on October 1, only
214 days later. This was remarkably
great speed, and in order to accom-
plish the task over 100 workmen were
kept busy day and night, working with
the aid of large lights.

DID YOU KNOW?



� Continued from page 7 �
know (everyone called himTommy back when we were kids)
that I�m trying to get in touch with him I�d be very grateful.
Then he could get in touch with me or decline as the case
may be.Thank you for your time.

� Norman Rodham
email: rodhamnc@hotmail.com

August 2005 by e-mail:
Dear Mr. Litzenburg,

I read with great emotion the obituary of my brother, Jim
Bell [SMA �65], in the July 2005 issue of The Kablegram.

Jim was always an excellent student, much more disci-
plined when it came to his studies than I was. When I ar-
rived at SMA in the fall of 1964 as a postgraduate, Jim was
a senior. We both took postgraduate English. My instructor
was Captain Dennis Case and Jim had Lieutenant Darrell
Hurst. Postgraduate English was a composition course and
it turned out that both Jim and I had a flair for writing.

At the graduation exercises, a medal was awarded to the
student with the highest grade in each class. When Major
Garland Haddock got to the postgraduate English medal
he said words to this effect:

�This year there is a tie for the postgraduate English medal.
A tie is unprecedented in the history of the school, but it is
even more so in that the tie is between two brothers, cadets
Richard and James Bell.�

As we stood there while the medal was awarded, I looked
up at my father, Dr. Richard P. Bell, Jr., SMA �30, and his
smile was the biggest in tha audience. Well, maybe our
mother�s smile was slightly bigger.
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Name:________________________________________ SMA Class Year:____________

Address:______________________________________ C i t y,____________________________Sta te_______

ZIP:__________________________________

Telephone: Home: (________)__________________________ Work: (________)_____________________________

E-mail:__________________________________________

Line 1:__________________________________________

Line 2:__________________________________________

Line 3:__________________________________________

Mail this order form and your check (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc./Brick PaverSMA Foundation, Inc./Brick PaverSMA Foundation, Inc./Brick PaverSMA Foundation, Inc./Brick PaverSMA Foundation, Inc./Brick Paver) to:
SMA Foundation, Inc. � Attn: SMA Walk of Honor � P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station � Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

The purchase of individually inscribed commemorative bricks is a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni, former
faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes and SMA friends and supporters. The blank bricks
on the existing walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks. Each 4� x 8� brick costs $50.00
and can be purchased with a tax-deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print) Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20
characters per line). Punctuation marks count as char-
acters. If multiple bricks are being purchased, please
make copies of this form to submit orders for the ad-
ditional bricks.

Order your �Walk of Honor� bricks today!

E-MAILS AND LETTERS

Jim and I both went to the University of Virginia and on to
careers in real estate. During the last three years of Jim�s
life he constantly amazed and inspired everyone who knew
him with his courage and determination in his battle with
cancer. Near the end, Jim and I talked about �The Medal�.
We agreed that the odds of two brothers, with two different
teachers, having the same grade down to three decimal
points, were impossibly huge. We also agreed that one of
us was almost certainly added by a friendly arrangement
between our teachers. Which one, we shall never know.

� Richard P. Bell IV, SMA 65

Pictured on the asphalt after the 1965 graduation ceremony
are (left to right) James Bell, SMA �65, Dr. Richard P. Bell, Jr.,
SMA �30, and Richard P. Bell IV, SMA �65.



SMA 2006 REUNION
PRE-REGISTRATION FORM

PLEASE PRINT!

LAST NAME: _____________________________________________________
FIRST NAME:___________________________________M.I.: __________

SMA GRADUATION YEAR: _________________________________________
ADDRESS (1): ____________________________________________________

ADDRESS (2): ____________________________________________________
CITY: ____________________________________________________________

STATE:____________ZIP: _________________________________________
TEL: (__________) _______________________________________________

E-MAIL: _________________________________________________________

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER
SPOUSE NAME: __________________________________________________

GUEST NAME: ___________________________________________________

GUEST NAME: ___________________________________________________
CHILD NAME: ___________________________________________________
CHILD NAME: ___________________________________________________

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION
Deadline for Early Bird Registration is January 31, 2006. Pre-registration, at
higher rates, will continue from February 1 through mid-March 2006.

____ ADULTS (Friday-Saturday) x $85.00/person............. $___________

____ ADULTS (Friday only) x $50.00/person ..................... $___________

____ ADULTS (Saturday only) x $60.00/person ................. $___________

____ TEENAGER (Friday-Saturday) x $50.00/person ....... $___________

____ TEENAGER (Friday only) x $25.00/person ............... $___________

____ TEENAGER (Saturday only) x $35.00/person ........... $___________

____ 12 AND UNDER (Friday-Saturday) x $25.00/person $___________

____ 12 AND UNDER (Friday only) x $10.00/person ........ $___________

____ 12 AND UNDER (Saturday only) x $15.00/person .... $___________

                                                        TOTAL: ....................... $___________

Please make your check payable to SMA Alumni Association and mail this
form and your check to SMA Alumni Association, P. O. Box 958, Woodrum
Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 7
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Board of Directors Meeting
SMA-VWIL  Museum

11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Registration in the Mess Hall

4:00 to 5:00 p.m.
SMA-VWIL Review (Kable Field)

5:30 to 6:00 p.m.
Memorial Wall Plaque Dedications

and W. H. Kable Memoriam
SMA-VWIL Museum

6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Reception / Barbeque (Mess Hall)

8:00  to 11:00 p.m.
2006 Reunion Dance

90 minutes of music by The Road
Ducks and then deejay music

by Jay C. Nedry, SMA �69

SATURDAY, APRIL 8
Stonewall Jackson Hotel

9:00  to 11:00 a.m.
Business Meeting

9:30 to 11:00 a.m.
Ladies� Meeting at the hotel

11:30 a.m. to Noon
Board of Directors Meeting

Noon to 5:30 p.m.
Free  time

5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Pre-banquet Reception (cash bar)

6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
2006 Reunion Banquet
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DONALD PATRICK FISHER, SMA �49
Donald Patrick Fisher, SMA �49, of Leesburg, Virginia, died

November 15, 2005 at Capital Hospice in Leesburg. Mr. Fisher
was born in Arlington, Virginia, was a U.S. Army veteran,
and worked as a facilities manager for Loudoun County
government.

He was predeceased by his wife Nellie Mae Fisher and is
survived by his daughters, Melissa K. England of Fairfax,
Virginia and Susan Fisher of Leesburg, one
grandson and a cousin.
CHARLES R. JENSEN, SMA �52

Charles R. �Charlie� Jensen, SMA �52 of
Coronado, California died recently. No other
details were available.
ANTHONY V. MARANINO, SMA �67

Anthony V. �Tony� Maranino, SMA �67, of
Palm Springs, California, died November 11,
2005. Mr. Maranino attended Nathanial
Hawthorne College and spent his career as
owner of a paper company.

�Anthony�s perennial happy and generous
nature touched all who met him,� his family
said, noting that �he was always smiling,
caring and generous to a fault, never thinking of himself,
and only how he could support all those in need.�

Mr. Maranino enjoyed his hobby as a professional race
driver in California, and volunteered at homeless shelters.
FREDERICK W. MEUTER, JR. SMA �47

Frederick William Meuter, Jr., SMA �47, of Fountain Hills,
Arizona, died September 15, 2005 from complications re-
sulting of from a stroke he suffered in 2002.

Following his graduation from SMA, Mr. Meuter attended

Lehigh University, participated in the ROTC program, and
was upon graduation commissioned in the U.S. Air Force.
He served in Korea as an intelligence officer.

His career involved him in the management of his family�s
automobile dealership, six years as an agent of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), and employment with several
national corporations. He retired from the Xerox Corpora-
tion and for 15 years operated his own executive compen-

sation practice.
He is survived by his wife of 50 years Lillian,

two children and five grandchildren. He was
buried in the National Memorial Cemetery of
Arizona with full military honors.
�Fred was always proud of having attended

SMA�, says Mrs. Meuter, adding, �his time
spent there held lasting, precious memories
for him.�
THOMAS H. LOCKHART. SMA �27
Thomas H. Lockhart, SMA �27, of Connecti-

cut, died in December 1992. A pilot in the early
years of air travel and a former commissioner
of aeronautics, he was 81.
Mr. Lockhart was a pilot for Eastern Air Lines

and Delta Airlines in the 1930s. During World War II, he served
as commandant of the Connecticut Civil Air Patrol and flew
submarine reconnaissance missions over Long Island
Sound. He also served in the U.S. Marine Corps during the
war with tours of duty in the South Pacific and with occupa-
tion forces in Japan.
HENRY H. DUVAL, JR., SMA �47

Henry H. Duvall, Jr., SMA �47 of Lewisville, Texas, died
December 24, 2004. No other information is available.

In death, the gift of life
Rafi Yale Sharif, SMA �58 is alive today, but only through

the loss of his wife Marian on July 2, 2005. After being diag-
nosed with hepatitis C several years ago, Mr. Rafi had re-
ceived two liver transplants and in July his kidneys were
failing him. The University of Maryland Medical Center found
a less-than-ideal donor match and Mr. Sharif and his wife
accepted it as the best option.

Fate intervened. As the couple waited in the preparation
area of the transplant unit, Marian Sharif suffered a mas-
sive brain hemorrhage. Mr. Sharif would eventually leave the
hospital with his wife�s ashes in an urn and her healthy
kidney sewn into his body.

Dr. Louis Campos, the University of Maryland transplant
surgeon, said: If somebody would tell you a story like this,
you would not believe it. It is incredibly tragic. But in a sense,
Mr. Sharif was able to make something good out of it.�

Ironically, Marian Sharif tried several times to give away
one of her kidneys. �Take it�, she pleaded with her husband
� �It could save your life.� Mr. Sharif declined, saying that it
was too risky, adding that if their 11-year-old daughter could
not have two healthy parents, she needed at least one.

Prior to the planned transplant, Mr. Sharif�s blood was
being filtered regularly with dialysis and his lean frame had
withered from 160 pounds to 120 and then rebounded to
138 pounds.

At the University of Maryland Medical Center, Marian
Sharif laid her head on her husband�s lap as they waited for
blood tests and X-rays and all the necessary preparations.

When Marian awoke, she sat up and a stroke hit her. Two
dozen doctors and nurses rushed into the room, but Mr.
Sharif believes his wife died immediately. He cancelled the
transplant and by the next day doctors had declared his
wife brain dead.

Dr. Campos advised Mr. Sharif about the �direct donor�
program that allows family members to bequeath the re-
mains of loved ones to specific friends or relatives.

As the next of kin, Mr. Sharif signed the papers. �I guess
this way I will at least have a living part of her inside of me,�
he told Dr. Campos.

After calling a family meeting and initiating changes in
his will and establishing guardianship of his daughter, Mr.
Sharif went ahead with the transplant. Within 26 hours after
her stroke, Mr. Sharif had one of his wife�s kidneys. Today,
at age 65, he is weak, but the kidney is working.

Editor�s note: This story came to The Kablegram by photo-
copy from one of Mr. Sharif�s former classmates and fellow
band members. What is published here are portions of the
story as it appeared in the August 8, 2005 editions of The
Baltimore (MD) Sun, written by Greg Barrett.



Sweat Shirts

Golf Shirts

Baseball Caps

T-Shirts

The Cadet Store, located in
the SMA�VWIL Museum in
the former SMA Supply Room
is stocked with a variety of
memorabilia. Some of the
items available are pictured
here. To order items, use the
convenient form on this page.
The form should be mailed,
with your check enclosed, to
the address shown below.
You can also contact the
store by e-mail as shown be-
low, or call (703) 885-1309 for
information, leave a mes-
sage, and your call will be
returned.

_____ Baseball Cap.....................$10.00 $__________
Navy blue with gold �Staunton Military Academy�

_____ Baseball Cap.....................$10.00 $__________
Blue with green bill with �SMA-VWIL Museum� in gold
lettering with crossed rifles.

_____ SMA-VWIL Video............... $50.00 $__________
T-Shirt with shield

_____ Sizes M to XXL.................... $15.00 $__________
Sweatshirt (blue with gold hat shield)

_____ M to XXL..............................$25.00 $__________
_____ XXXL.................................... $30.00 $__________

Sweatshirt, grey (embroidered with �Staunton
Military Academy� and crossed rifles.

_____ M to XXL..............................$25.00 $__________
_____ XXXL.................................... $30.00 $__________

Golf Shirts, navy with embroidered �Staunton
Military Academy� and crossed rifles

_____ M to XXL............................. $25.00 $__________
_____ XXXL).......................... $30.00 $__________

Golf Shirts, blue with maze trim on collar and
sleeve �Staunton Military Academy� in gold

_____ M to XXL............................. $25.00 $__________
_____ Old Boys Buckle (silver)... $20.00 $__________
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle.. $25.00 $__________
_____ Leather Garrison Belt...... $25.00 $__________

(may be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Black Leather Belt............$15.00 $__________

Sizes 28 and 32 only
_____ Car Window Decal........... $03.50 $__________

�SMA Alumni�
_____ Postcards.......................... $02.00 $__________
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches... $02.00 $__________
_____ Rank Insignia.................... $01.00 $__________

S/Sgt. and PFC available
_____ Blue Book (reprint)........... $10.00 $__________

Coffee Cup
_____ South Barracks in blue........$05.00 $__________
_____ Blue with gold shield............$05.00 $__________
_____ Artist Sketch...................... $05.00 $__________

(Asphalt with South and North Barracks, Mess Hall)
_____ Artist Sketch...................... $05.00 $__________

Two available (check your choices): [1] a 17� x 7¼�
sketch of  or [2]  a 14� x 9� sketch. All buildings are
featured in each of the two sketches available.

_____ License Plate Holders..... $10.00 $__________
Black metal with �Staunton Military Academy� in
white lettering.

_____ License Plate Sign........... $10.00 $__________
White metal with �SMA ALUMNI� in blue lettering
with the gold hat shield in the center.

Shipping charges must be added:
$00.00 to $30.00.................. $05.95 $__________
$31.00 to $70.00.................. $06.75 $__________
$71.00 and above............... $07.95 $__________

Total: $__________
Name:______________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________

City:_________________________________State:___________

ZIP:___________  Telephone: ( ______) ___________________

E-mail:______________________________________________

Cadet Store Order Form
QUAN. ITEM EACH TOTAL

Mail to:
SMA-VWIL Museum

 P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

or FAX this order form to (540) 885-1366
or e-mail your order to

SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Belt Buckles and Shoulder Patches
(Gold belt buckle not currently available)
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SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
STAUNTON, VA
PERMIT NO. 96

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association, Incorporated
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309  �  Fax: (540) 885-1366
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  �  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. MEMBERSHIP DUES Amount enclosed: $_______________
� Dues ($50.00) will be credited for fiscal year September 1, 2005 - August 31, 2006).
� Dues are not tax deductible. Please make checks payable to: SMA Alumni Association.
� Funds are used to maintain the office, publish newsletters, and help support the annual Reunion.

SMA FOUNDATION, INC. ANNUAL FUND Amount enclosed: $_______________
� Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc./Annual Fund
� Donations are used for the SMA museum and scholarships, and related expenses.

Name:_____________________________________________________________________Class:_________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: Home: ______________________________ E-mail:_____________________________________________

Complete this form, include your check(s) and mail to SMAAA. Your support and
involvement are critical to the continued success of the association and the activities

and programs that have been developed and implemented in the memory of
Staunton Military Academy, the Corps of Cadets and staff.

▲
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