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A good time was had by all!

The 2002 reunion was held July 26-
28 at the Holiday Inn Golf and Confer-
ence Center in Staunton with over 75
alumni attending.

Highlighting the reunion was the
dedication of the new Memorial Wall,
tours of the museum, a wreath-laying
ceremony at the gravesite of SMA
founder William H. Kable, and the re-
union dinner Saturday evening.

Guest speaker for the dedication cer-
emony was Brig. Gen. William Louisell,

Jr., son of the former Commandant of
Cadets at SMA.

The afternoon dedication cer-
emony included the reading of the
names of those alumni who have been
killed in World War I, World War II, the
Korean War and the Vietnam War.

The 2003 reunion will be held April
4-6 in Staunton, and will include a pa-
rade by the VWIL cadets at 4:00 p.m.
Friday to honor SMA alumni.

See pages 8 and 9 for more photos.
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LEFT: Brig. Gen. William Louisell,
Jr. was keynote speaer at the
July 28 Memorial Wall dedication
ceremony. RIGHT: Tom Phillips,
‘74, Tad Hall, ‘73, and John
Nolde, ‘63 enjoy conversation at
the Friday evening barbeque.

LEFT: Robert DiGiacomo, ‘44, addresses alumni during the Memorial Wall dedication ceremony on July
28. CENTER: Enjoying dinner together (left to right) are Hunter W. Henry, Jr., ‘46, Mark Orr, ‘73,
John Hooser, ‘73, Bill Bissett, ‘74, Ed Smith, ‘76, Tom Phillips, ‘74 and Bill Kearns, ‘74. RIGHT: Mark Orr,
‘73, delivers a “Freedom Is Not Free” address at the dedication ceremony (see page 14).
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Dear Fellow Alumni,

uch has been written in these pages regarding the SMA/VWIL
museum and it is truly impressive. I visited SMA during the July re-
union and attended the museum dedication. We can all be proud that
this memorial to our great school has been created . As I stood in the
museum during the ceremony I was overwhelmed with pride in the
alumni that so selflessly made this project a reality. Our school has
been closed for over 25 years yet her cadets came together and dem-
onstrated the values and dedication to duty that were SMA’s hallmark.
They validated everything the Academy stood for and I am profoundly
grateful the legacy has been preserved.

The Association has a bright future and we are looking forward to
increased attendance at the reunion. The new dates will give us the
opportunity to enjoy our partnership with Mary Baldwin College and
the VWIL program. I am confident that having the reunion in April
will serve to strengthen our commitment to support VWIL as our suc-
cessors on the “Hill”.

During the reunion we learned that First Sergeant Graham was
hospitalized and would be unable to attend. Mrs.
Graham was kind enough to invite several of the
alumni to visit him and we enjoyed it very much.
We all wish him a speedy recovery.

I would like to encourage the alumni to remem-
ber the Colonel Robert W. Wease Chair in Gov-
ernment and Economics at Fishburne Military
School. I had the pleasure of speaking with Colo-
nel Wease at the banquet in July and am person-
ally looking forward to individually contributing
to this fund. He is the epitome of a gentleman
scholar who has demonstrated a sincere love of
his students for nearly 50 years.

The Association is on firm footing with a very dedicated group of
able and committed alumni willing to accept new challenges and set
and attain worthwhile goals. This is an inclusive organization and we
welcome new volunteers. Please consider becoming actively involved
in the Association.You will find it rewarding to work with such an out-
standing group of individuals.  I know I do.

Bill Kearns
President, SMA Alumni Association

Bill Kearns



REFLECTIONS FROM THE HILL
Fellow Old Boys,

Fresh from the annual reunion and meeting, I feel a renewed sense of pur-
pose in the Corps. You – we – want to preserve the SMA legacy, and we have
made great strides in doing so. Last year, we returned to the Hill and dedicated
our museum. The SMA Memorial Wall honors our fellow cadets who paid the
ultimate price in war by giving their lives for their country, and we recognize
our outstanding faculty, staff and alumni. We have an outstanding web site and
newsletter to keep alumni and friends informed. And, for the past two reunions
we have honored Captain William H. Kable, our school’s founder, by placing a
wreath at the Kable grave site.

Through our museum, we preserve and exhibit the history of SMA as well as
the new corps on the Hill, the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership. This
place, on the former SMA campus, is our focal point. SMA’s stories are told here
in a variety of ways, from print to video to memorabilia. Indeed it is our sacred
ground.

Much has been done, yet there is much we can still do. That’s why I’m pleased
my classmate, Bill Kearns, will serve as our president for the coming year. Since
our days at SMA, he has demonstrated his ability to succeed in the military, in
business and in his personal life, and I am proud to include him among several
life-long friends I met at SMA four decades ago.

Your support is critical to our continued success. Many answered the call to
pay dues, and this has benefited the association greatly. Continued financial
support, whether it’s paying dues, contributing to the foundation, or making a
donation to the scholarship fund, will enable the board and other volunteers to
continue our good work. We need your minds, and arms and legs. Volunteers
are the lifeblood of any organization, and in this case ours is no different. This is
our school, good and bad, and I ask you all to take a role in preserving its legacy.
It is, after all, something you can have fun with, and for which you can feel a
sense of pride.

When I addressed the attendees at the 2000 reunion as your president-elect,
I told them that, by reaching into the Class of 1974 for the association’s leader-
ship, I wasn’t sure whether we had arrived at the top of the heap, or the bottom
of the barrel. Based on our success of the past two years and prospects for the
future, I am certain – and somewhat gratified - that it is not the latter.

Finally, I thank everyone who supported our efforts these past two years. I
have been lucky and blessed to be sure. It has been an honor to serve this insti-
tution I love, Staunton Military Academy.

Truth, Duty, Honor.

Your SMAAA dues make The Kablegram possible!
....and the publication of stories like the one above and those on

other pages of this issue.
Help make things happen! Send your $50.00 dues today to

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station

Staunton, Virginia 24401-958

FSU freshman awarded
privately funded SMA
scholarship

Brandi Bowden
of Tutusville, FL,
has been awarded
the 2002 SMA-
John Deal Educa-
tion Scholarship
at the Florida
State University
College of Educa-
tion. This scholar-
ship is a  privately

funded endowment that represents
for all SMA alumni and posterity the
educational legacy of SMA and the
spirit of John Deal to keep it alive.

John G. Deal graduated from SMA
in 1949 and from Florida State Univer-
sity in 1958 with a B.S. in management
from the College of Business. Mr. Deal
was an ardent supporter of the acad-
emy, the SMA Alumni Association and
the organization’s activities.

There are also two privately
funded scholarships honoring SMA at
Mary Baldwin College (MBC), and the
SMA Foundation has been awarding
one unendowed SMA scholarship to a
VWIL cadet at MBC annually.

Ms. Bowden is majoring in Psy-
chology with a minor in Education.

Cynthia Halden-
by Tyson, Mary Bald-
win College’s long-
est-serving presi-
dent and a promi-
nent leader in higher
education, will retire
next June after 18
years as chief execu-
tive of the private
Staunton-based in-
stitution. During her
tenure, Mary Baldwin has grown and
prospered, adding new campuses and
distinctive programs at both the un-
dergraduate and graduate levels, cre-
ating partnerships, constructing and
renovating buildings, enlarging and
diversifying its student body, setting
fund-raising records, achieving high

— Continued to page 4 —

Dr. Tyson to retire
as MBC President

Tom Phillips
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Now comes the second chance! Ma-
jor Dodge and Major Haddock must
have gotten together and decided that
I needed a fresh start. Otherwise I prob-
ably would have left SMA at the end of
my sophomore year — voluntarily or
involuntarily.

Major Dodge called me into his of-
fice and offered me an opportunity to
become the Commandant’s Aide at the
start of my Junior year. The aide’s du-
ties were to be a model cadet and work
every afternoon posting “sticks” to ca-
dets’ records and then preparing the
weekly Beat Sheet. The “carrot” was
that I had an opportunity to graduate
as an officer, and my slate could be
wiped clean. It was quite clear that I
was expected to excel academically and
set a positive example for a change. Pa-
role was what it was — one slip and back
to the dungeon.

Instead of marching on the Beat
Squad I was to be under Major Dodge’s
nose every day working and studying in
the office next to his. Well, I grabbed the
second chance. I didn’t deserve it for
sure, but I figured that I owed him a lot.
I think Major Haddock was involved too
in this little project to rehabilitate me,
but I never knew for certain. Frankly,
at the time I felt like Major Dodge was
the only one who cared about me one
way or another. I was determined to
repay him fully! His son, Randy, was a
classmate, and I found myself to be jeal-
ous of him — having a great dad like
Major Dodge.

So the story has a happy ending. I did
graduate as an officer, marched in the
Howie Rifles  —  I  was pretty good at
marching by my senior year after a
zillion miles on the Beat Squad! I pro-
duced some grades that made Major
Dodge and Major Haddock pretty happy
. I don’t remember ever making that “A”
on a “Wease” government test, and I’m
not sure anyone else did either. I even
managed to find out where the girls
were at Fairfax Hall and Mary Baldwin
because I  had some new found  free
time — once I got off the Beat Squad
for good!

Now I can look back on 27 years as a
U.S. Army officer. Had it not been for
Major Dodge (I know he ended up as
Colonel Dodge, but he was “Major
Dodge” to me.), I wouldn’t have made it
at all. I like to think that I had more than
a few soldiers beginning with Viet

Editor’s Note: This article was submit-
ted following publication of the June
issue of the Kablegram, in which there
was an article about Colonel Robert
Wease (by Mark Orr, SMA ‘73). That
article prompted the story that follows.

By Dennis Kaiser, SMA ‘65
Lt. Col., USA (Ret.)

I just found the SMA website and re-
ceived a June 2002 Kablegram. I’ll be
sending in the alumni dues and hope
to attend an alumni function in the fu-
ture. I graduated in 1965 and retired
from the U.S, Army in 1997 as an Ar-
mor officer. My wife and I have retired
to the mountains of Colorado and hope
some SMA alumni will drop in to ski
with us sometime.

I read Mark Orr’s article about Ma-
jor Wease ( he was Captain Wease in
1965). My roommate and I decided in
our senior year that George Washing-
ton and Thomas Jefferson together
with an open textbook couldn’t have
scored an “A” on one of his exams, but
that’s another story! It was great to
read that he is still at Fishburne Mili-
tary School.

The article by Mark Orr reminded
me of the fact that I too was the ben-
eficiary of a second chance at SMA
that made a huge difference for me as
it turned out, and I’d like to share it
with  the alumni who get the Kable-
gram.

I was not a model cadet in my first
two years at SMA. I managed to land
on the Beat Squad pretty regularly, and
I was a fixture in Major Dodge’s (the
Commandant of Cadets for those who
don’t know him) answering “sticks”. I
wore a groove in my right shoulder
marching around the asphalt on Fri-
days and Saturdays with that M1 rifle.
Maybe that’s why I decided to go Ar-
mor rather than Infantry!.

Major Haddock (the Headmaster at
the time) always managed to say
“hello” to me when I was marching on
the Beat Squad. He often asked me how
I managed to do well academically con-
sidering the fact that I spent so much
time walking off demerits rather than
studying. Also, my roommates were al-
ways quick to point out that dating the
girls at Stuart Hall and Fairfax Hall
was a much better option than march-
ing in the rain, but I just didn’t get it.

“Thanks!” for the second chance
Another career saved by a caring faculty member:

— Continued from page 3 —
rankings and drawing national public-
ity.

Tyson’s decision was announced
by Claire Lewis Arnold, chair of the
board of trustees and an alumna of the
160-year-old school. Arnold said Tyson
wanted her successor in place well
before the next round of accredita-
tion, which begins in 2004. Tyson is
president of the main educational ac-
crediting agency for the southern re-
gion, the Southern Association of Col-
leges and Schools.

Arnold said trustees are forming a
search committee that will include
faculty, students, and Mary Baldwin
graduates. Chairing the committee
will be Louise McNamee, a Mary
Baldwin graduate and trustee.

Dr. Tyson to retire
as MBC President

On page 15 of the June issue, in the
story by the editor about “I Remem-
ber When...”, Lt. Dennis Case’s name
at one point was not capitalized. Else-
where in that story, the reference to
a cadet named Wilson was incorrect.
My other roommate in Junior School
was Toth, and my other roommate on
the hill was George Bender.

Shame on me!
Unfortunately, I managed to create

these errors in a story that mentioned
the very person who taught me En-
glish, and was a faculty counselor to
the Kablegram.

I probably should send Lt. Case a
carefully written letter of apology.

— Editor

CORRECTION

Nam who I gave second chances to
because I was the recipient of that
same generosity from Major Dodge.

I hope to see him at a future re-
union and have the honor of saluting
him. In the meantime I’d like to thank
him again. I’m sure there are many
others who benefited from Major
Dodge over his career at SMA. I’m just
one of them.
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Articles, news items or items of interest accepted electronically at
Kablegram@sma-alumni.org or by mail to the SMA Alumni Association of-
fice. Submissions should be in Microsoft Word, Corel WordPerfect, or text
document format (Netscape and other internet browsers). Photos should be
submitted as attachments (ZIP files, if possible) as .JPG images.

LETTERS
to the editor
Letters will be published
unless the originator
specifically requests that the
communication not be printed.

May 22 by letter mail:
“Dear Staunton,

I found these things about
Staunton in a box in the attic. It seems
that my mother saved all my letters,
etc. from Staunton. All your names
are mentioned, sometimes good and
sometimes bad. If you people pay me I
will put them through the shredder.

A small note about my friend Joe
McCall — the swimmer. I was in boot
camp at Bainbridge, Maryland. when I
noticed a person that resembled Joe. We
had all our hair cut off. It was him. He
went to Oklahoma for Gunnery School
and was a Tail Gunner in a SB2C.

After the war his father, who was a
Captain in the Navy, invited me to visit
Joe at Castine, Maine. Joe’s father was
the Commandant. Joe went to the
University of Maine and since he was
enlisted in WWII his parents insisted
he take ROTC.

He graduated just in time for the
Korean War and was a Second Lieu-
tenant in the infantry. After he got
home from Korea we got together at
his home in New Jersey several times
a year.

He married a girl from Maine and
had several children. About 20 years
ago I got a letter from his wife saying
he had a heart attack and died.”

Editor’s note: This letter accompa-
nied a package of memoribilia
Hummel Fager, SMA ‘44 sent to the
SMA Museum. We appreciate receiv-
ing those items and the notice of Joe
McCall’s passing.

June 14 by e-mail:
“It has been many a long year since

I have heard from any SMA class-
mates, and I was very pleased to hear
back from you after I looking into
Classmates.com. My wife and I went
through Staunton a few years ago and
I was really shocked to see what has
happened to the Hilltop. When we
were there, the remaining buildings
had been painted pink by Mary Bald-
win [College]. This past April, we went

— Contibued on page 7 —

 OPINION & COMMENTARY
It’s time to step up and nominate

The SMA Alumni Association needs nominations for plaques to be installed
on the Memorial Wall at the 2003 reunion April 5, 2003. These nominations come
from you — the alumni — based on knowledge you have of exceptional fellow
alumni who deserve the level of recognition afforded by a plaque on the wall.
The deadline is December 31, 2002. If you have someone in mind , we encourage
you to place them in nomination with the SMA Alumni Office either by mail,  or
by e-mail.

Dr. Tyson will be missed
Dr. Cynthia Tyson has announced her forthcoming retirement as president

of Mary Baldwin College after an 18-year tenure. We shall miss her. Dr. Tyson
was a source of enthusiastic cooperation in the development of the SMA-VWIL
Museum and the SMA Alumni Office. Her support, and that of others in her
organization and sphere of influence, has been instrumental in the growth and
expansion of our association. We wish her the very best in retirement.

Honoring Colonel Robert H. Wease
Fishburne Military School, with the cooperation of our organization, has

launched a fund raising campaign to establish an endowed chair in honor of
Colonel Robert H. Wease, a teacher and mentor at SMA from 1956 to 1976. This
is a project worthy of our participation. Any SMA alumni who knew or had con-
tact with Colonel Wease understands the tremendous impact he had on SMA
cadets, in the classroom and in their lives. Your support is encouraged. A form
for your involvement is provided on page 13 of this issue.

Dues are due
Your $50.00 annual dues fund the operation of the SMA Alumni Association,

the SMA Alumni Office, the Kablegram, and other projects. The response in
2001-2002 was excellent. We thank you for your enthusiastic involvement and
your financial support, and we ask that you continue that support again this
year. The annual dues solicitation mailing will go out soon. In the meantime,
you can use the convenient form on the back page to send your 2003 dues to the
association and help keep our projects and operations going strong.

Your reply is important!
There may be occasions when our database administrator contacts you by

e-mail asking for information or clarification. While it is customary to be cau-
tious about opening e-mails from senders you do not know, e-mails from
SMADaphne should command your prompt attention and response.

For several months we have been upgrading and expanding our database of
alumni, including e-mail addresses, regular mail addresses, telephone numbers
and other SMAAA-related data. Once completed in early 2003, the result will be
the most comprehensive database ever created for SMA alumni.

Your cooperation with and response to SMADaphne will be appreciated.

— 5 —



Name:_______________________________________________Graduation Year:_________

Nickname:_________________Address:___________________________________________

City:______________________________State:_______ZIP_________________

Telephone: (           )____________________ E-mail:________________________________

PLEASE PRINT. Mail to: Daphne Ahalt • 10608 Robin Lane • Spotsylvania, Virginia 22553
or e-mail the information to “SMADaphne@aol.com”.

This information will be used to update the Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association database and will not be
provided to any person or commercial organization requesting such information for solicitation purposes. This informa-
tion may be provided to Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association members when requested for purposes of
contacting fellow alumni, specific class reunions, and alumni-related matters.

Check your address information on the back page of this issue of the Kablegram. Is your address correct?
Is the ZIP code correct? If not, please complete the form below and return it as indicated so that we can

update our database. Likewise, if you are relocating, use this form to notify us of your new address.

June 6, by e-mail:
“This is in response to your mes-

sage of 13 May. Sorry for the delay.
    I attended SMA 1.5 years, rather in-
auspiciously, from Spring '43 gradua-
ting June '44. Aside from the tradition-
ally excellent academic instruction,
those years were noted for superb ath-
letic teams, particularly football and
boxing. The class of '44 included
Reeves Baysinger, later a star quar-
terback for Annapolis, and Rudy
Cosenino, later a star running back at
West Point, both All-Americans, as I
recall. Also, I believe Chunk (or
Chuck) Simmons, attending as a day
student, later became an Olympic de-
cathlon medal winner.
    After graduation I was drafted into
the Army, took infantry basic, went to
Europe as an infantry replacement in
the 99th Infantry Division and partici-
pated in the final drive through Ger-
many (two campaign stars, Combat
Infantry Badge, Bronze Star, and
Purple Heart). In the summer of 1945,
along with many others, I was in
France awaiting shipment to the Far
East for the invasion of Japan when
the atomic bombs were dropped and
Japan surrendered.

I was reassigned to the MPs in
LeHavre, then Cherbourg, and then
Paris. With older con-coms being sent
home, I was rapidly promoted to Tech-
nical Sergeant and, liking duty in
Paris, re-enlisted. Returning to the
U.S., I was eventually promoted to

Master Sergeant. When the Korean
War came, I received a direct commis-
sion as Second Lieutennt, Military Po-
lice Corps, and was assigned to MP
duty in Korea (four campaign stars).
After Korea, I commanded an MP CID
detachment at Fort Riley, then spent
three years as an instructor at the In-
telligence and Military Police School,
Ober-ammergau, Germany, returning
to the U.S. in 1958.

I was assigned for four years as Plans
Officer, Provost Marshal Division
(PMD), Headquarters Fifth Army, Chi-
cago. Returning to Europe in 1962, I
served as Chief, Plans and Operations,
PMD, Headquarters, Seventh Army, in
Stuttgart, followed by Chief, Criminal In-
vestigations,  and CO, 6th CID Detach-
ment, PMD, Headquarters, USAR-EUR,
in Heidelberg. Returning to the U.S. in
1965, I was assigned as Chief, Plans and
Training, PMD, HeadquartersSixth
Army in San Francisco. I retired as Ma-
jor, Regular Army, in 1966.  From 1966 to
1987,  I worked as a Systems Analyst,
Consultant, and Manager for various

banks and the Federal Reserve in San
Francisco. Through the years, attend-
ing college part-time, I obtained a BS
BA in 1958, an MA in 1962, and a PhD
in 1982. As circumstances permitted,
I taught night courses in Business and
Economics at various colleges and
junior colleges, and continued to do so
until 1990 when I retired completely.
    I'm married, have three grown sons
and three grandchildren. My wife and
I have a small horse farm in the Wine
Country north of San Francisco. I'm
occupied with chores about the place,
membership in several veterans and
men's organizations, reading for plea-
sure, and walking with my best friend,
Roscoe, a 225 lb. mastiff.
    The only contemporary SMA at-
tendee I have encountered since
graduation is Edward Ganz, who was
First Captain 1943-1944. We met by
chance in Germany in the 1950's and
he was, I believe, an Army Captain at
the time.
    Though my experience at SMA was
relatively brief, I was very sorry to
hear of its deactivation and now wish,
with a new surge of patriotism in the
country, it could be reactivated in
something like its former (masculine)
presence. This not being possible, I
congratulate you and others involved
in the alumni organizational effort.”

Peter D. Wolffe
P.O. Box 335

Glen Ellen, CA 95442

LETTERS
to the editor
Letters will be published
unless the originator
specifically requests that the
communication not be printed.



 We would like to know what you think of the SMA Museum. If you have the
opportunity to visit in the near future, please take the time to either send us
an e-mail or write a letter and tell us of your visit and impressions. This
museum was established for the alumni and their families, and your im-
pressions and opinions are important. E-mail: smaoffice@sma-alumni.org.
SMAAA • P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station • Staunton, VA 24402

LETTERS
to the editor
Letters will be published
unless the originator
specifically requests that the
communication not be printed.

— Continued from page 5 —
there again and I was pleased to see
that the buildings had been repainted
to a more neutral shade. [It’s] A real
shame about losing South Barracks
and North Barracks, though.

Seeing the asphalt again brought
back many memories.”

— Douglas A. Marsh, SMA ‘58
15½ Pine Street

Windsor, Vermont 05089
E-mail: dam1939@hotmail.com

June 20 by mail:
“Your articles (“I remember

When...”) etc. in the recent edition of
the Kablegram inspired me to dig out
these old photos of us in the 1953-54
year ar the SMA Junior School.

I am sending them along to you
with my $50.00 check to the SMA As-
sociation. Those days hold fond
memories for me also, and your ar-
ticle sort of brought it all back.”

— James M. Offutt
Southern Pines, North Carolina

Editor’s Note: Forgive me, Jim. I man-
aged to misplace the photos you sent.
I’ll eventually find them and get them
into the next Kablegram.

June 14 by e-mail:
“I was in Charlie Company, First

Platoon, the fourth squad with the
rank of Sergeant when I grduated. I
recently stopped at SMA on my way
home to Martinez, Georgia. On my
way back down Interstate 81 I told my
wife and daughter we were going to
stop. My wife last saw the school with
me in 1980 and my daughter was never
there for a visit. It was very cold and
windy on December 28, 2001 when we
stopped and it brought back many
memories of me being on the hill dur-
ing the cold winter days. My daugh-
ter and wife said it surely was cold
here in Staunton and couldn’t imag-
ine living here. I showed them where
South Barracks was located and told
them I lived there for 2½ years. It was
a special feeling for me again to stand
in the exact spot [where] I stood when
I was a squad leader in my senior year.
I closed my eyes for a few minutes and
all the memories came back as I had
never left. Those memories have been
with me since the day I graduated al-
most 32 years ago. They will never
leave me. SMA was such an important
part of my life growing up and it
willnever be forgotten. I know many
other SMA cadets feel the same way I
do now and will for many years to
come. It was so good to come back,

even if it was only for 15 minutes.”
—Walter W. Kirchner, SMA ‘70

August 2002 by mail:
“Mark Orr’s yarn about his ill-fated

jaunt to the liquor store, only to be
caught by then Major Wease, brought
to mind then Lieutenant Wease’s
monumental put-down that helped
run me out of law school.

Some time in the mid-50’s, Lieuten-
ant Wease was teaching a Govern-
ment class and I was among those ca-
dets in attendance. At one point, he
asked several of us what careers we
might find attractive. Being a smart
aleck, I replied that ‘law seems like a
good racket.’

‘A racket, Mr. Bell? Is that what
you’re looking for? A racket?’ he
seemed to snarl.

I may have misquoted Lieutenant
Wease slightly, but not his point.

Not so many years later, I was fool-
ing around in law school doing as little
as possible, aside for staying out of the
Army. It took only a few days into my
first — and only — year in law school
to know that I hated it.

As I meandered from one boring
class to another, I kept remembering
Lieutenant Wease sarcastically ask-
ing if I was looking for a racket. I real-
ized that I was.

I quit law school and luckily landed
a job as a reporter on the St. Louis Post
Dispatch. I stayed 10 years or so be-
fore going into the advertising agency
business as a copywriter. I’ve been
doing what we call marketing com-
munications ever since. On good days,
I still get to be a copywriter. On most
days, I have to run the place.

It’s no racket, Lieutenant Wease.”
— John R. Bell, SMA ‘59

June 20, 2002 by e-mail:
“I had wanted to do something with

these items [memorabilia] for years.
Mine had been sitting in my closet
since my graduation and my father
had given his to me when he retired
and moved to Arizona in 1985. God just
put that vision in my mind one day and
the next week I found the perfect
plaque to do it on.

My father attended the academy
from 1935- 1940. He graduated as a ma-
jor in command of the second battal-
ion. I’m not sure of all the barracks
and rooms he lived in except he did
live in South Barracks for the 1938-
1939 school year in room 212 with
Layne Loeffler. Twenty-nine years
later I shared that room with Don
Windley.

I attended the academy for four
years (1966-1970) and spent my whole
time in South Barracks. The first
three years in B Company and then
started my senior year as A Company
commander. I got promoted to First
Battalion commander when Charlie
Delgado got caught with a girl in his
room Thanksgiving weekend.”

— Greg Robertson, SMA ‘70
gprllcconsult@worldnet.att.net

Editor’s Note: Greg’s father is Gordon
H. Robertson, SMA ‘40.

— Continued to page 10 —
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Hunter W. Henry, Jr., ‘46, addresses alumni
during the Memorial Wall dedication cer-
emony on July 28. Mr. Henry funded the
SMA Memorial Wall project, including the
patio pictured on page 9.

FRONT: Bill Bissett, ‘74, Tom Phillips, ‘74 and Mark Orr,
‘73; BACK: Tad Hall, ‘73, Mike Miller, ‘74, Ed Smith, ‘76

BELOW RIGHT: The SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall outside the museum. The “Ultimate
Sacriface” centerpiece plaque was funded by alumni, including Bob DiGiacomo, ‘44,
who iinitiated the project to honor his brother, also an SMA graduate (he was killed at
Iwo Jima in World War II). The plaque was sculptured by Larry Perkins, ‘55.

The SMA Alumni Association Reunion 2002 banquet at the Holiday Inn Golf and Con-
ference Center in Staunton was held Saturday evening, July 28.

— 8 —

Association President Bill Kearns and Bill
Bissett, ‘74 pose for the reunion photog-
rapher during Saturday’s “Happy Hour”.

Described as “a motley crew”, Tad Hall, ‘73, Ed Smith,
‘76 and Tom Phillips, ‘74 team up for a picture at the
Friday bar-b-que.

There were many good
photographs taken

during the 2002 reunion.
However, with limited

space, only a few could
be displayed in this issue
of the Kablegram. We

recommend that you visit
www.sma-alumni.org/

reunion.htm
and then click on

PICTURES REUNION
2002

to view a complete
selection of

reunion photographs.



Class of 1972 alumni pose for a reunion photo — (left to right)
John Meise, Pat Kelley, Tony Disher.

— 9 —

Pictured here is the display outside the SMA-VWIL Museum con-
structed by SMA alumni volunteers. Jack Lowe, ‘47 was project
coordinator and Brocky Nicely, ‘65 secured the assistance of vol-
unteers and joined them to help with construction. The eagle is
the original from North Barracks and the gates are from South
Barracks. This patio project was funded by Hunter W. Henry, Jr.,
SMA ‘46, as part of his overall funding of the Memorial Wall project.

RENUNION ATTENDEES AND GUESTS
                         ALUMNI AND GUESTS                         CLASS   STATE

Lacy Fendley 1934 FL
Charles and Rita Carver 1935 MI
John Hughes 1936 PA
Jackie Armstrong VA

(Wife of John Armstrong, ‘37)
Albert Howell 1941 VA
Edward and Constance Jones 1941 GA
Albert and Rheba Davidson 1942 CT
Jack Null 1943 VA
Ralph and Ann Sebrell 1945 VA
Hunter W. Henry, Jr. 1946 TX
William and Virginia Louisell 1946 VA
Brooke and Susan Read 1946 VA
Harry and Connie Buchanan 1947 GA
Gerry and Jacque Jeutter 1947 VA
James Gillespie 1948 WA
James and Tinker Moore 1948 NJ
Stuart and Jean Smith 1948 VA
Kim Boyd 1949 PA
Philip and Dianne, Enslow 1949 GA

Dorthea, Joseph Putnal and Coalter Putnal,
Dana Hammock

Kalezis D. Kalezis 1949 VA
Harold “Herk” and Patricia Wolfe 1949 OH
William and Jeanette Leeman 1950 VA
Lawrence and Sarah Johnson 1951 OK
Albert and Sylvia Merritt 1951 NM
Larry and Diana Perkins 1951 CO
Alan and Carol Rubinson 1951 GA
Aubrey “Bud” and Lavern Battley 1952 TX
Martin and Myrna Bier 1952 NY
William and Genevieve Diffee 1952 VA
Garyton Echols 1952 MD
Paul and Kim Gingold 1952 NJ
Andrew and Brenda Greenman 1952 FL
Charlie and Julie Jensen 1952 CA
John and Joyce Tewksbury 1952 VA
Richard Weckler 1952 MA
Mike and Martie Garner 1953 FL
Lou Michaels 1954 PA
Cleon Sanders 1954 NC
Robert and Darlene Steele 1954 KY
Larry and Cathy Marks 1955 NC
Alvin Arnall 1956 GA
Alan B. Painter 1958 VA
Simon “Cy” M. Painter 1958 VA
Rafi, Marian and Anya Sharif 1958 MD
Anthony and Cathy Korvas 1959 FL
William Thomas 1961 VA
Frank Till 1961 NC
Harry and Eileen Brucking 1962 NJ
Donald and Peggy Campbell 1962 FL
Thomas A. Davis 1962 VA
Richard Elder 1962 MI
Richard and Daryle Grimstead 1962 VA
Albert Henry 1962 VA
Lawrence and Angela Hertzberg 1962 NC
Kenneth Houston 1962 FL
Larry and Elaine Kreitzer 1962 VA
Stephen C. and Karen Newton 1962 W V
Richard and Carol Henderson 1963 VA
John Nolde 1963 VA
Richard Topor 1963 MA
Donald J. Doelker 1966 NY
John Clifford 1967 MD

Harold, Deborah and Carson Leach 1967 NC
Bruce Cary 1968 MD
“Jack” (and Sarah Palz) Dalbo 1968 PA
Cornelius Spillane 1969 ME
Donald Tobin 1970 VA
John and Anita Uhrig 1970 CN
Arthur Bibey 1972 SC
Anthony and Charlotte,

Hamilton and Harrison Disher 1972 NC
Patrick Kelley 1972 NC
John Meise 1972 VA
Thadeus Hall 1973 NC
John and Hayganus Hooser 1973 VA
Mark Orr 1973 VA
Edmund Smith 1973 GA
Bill Bissett 1974 OH
Gene and son Ehmann 1974 NC
Bill Kearns 1974 FL
Michael Miller 1974 MD
Thomas Phillips 1974 VA
John Lucy III 1976 NC
Jeanne and Bill Whitesell VA

(Jeanne was Secretary to the Commandant)



Name:________________________________________ SMA Class Year:____________
Address:______________________________________ City, State, ZIP:__________________________________
Telephone: (Home: (________)_______________________ Work: (________)_____________________________

E-mail:________________________________________

Line 1:___________________________________________
Line 2:___________________________________________
Line 3:___________________________________________

Mail this order form and your check (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc./Brick Paver) to:
SMA Foundation, Inc. • Attn: SMA Walk of Honor • P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station • Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

As part of the SMA Legacy Projects, a paved brick “Walk of Honor” has been added in front of the SMA Memorial Wall. The
purchase of individually inscribed commemorative bricks is a way to not only support your association, but also to honor or
recognize SMA alumni, former faculty members, teaches, coaches, staff, graduating classes and/or SMA friends and
supporters. The blank bricks on the existing walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks. Each 4” x
8” brick costs $50.00 and can be purchased with a tax-deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

Inscription information (please print) Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum
if 20 characters per line). Punctuation marks
count as characters. If multiple bricks are being
purchased, please make copies of this form to
submit orders for the additional bricks.

Order your “Walk of Honor” bricks today!

— Continued from page 7 —
July 13, 2002 by mail:

“My father, Cooper B. Bright, re-
cently received the June 2002 edition
of the Kablegram, with news of the
upcoming reunion honoring the
classes graduating with a “2” or “7” in
their year. My father, who lives at the
Charlotte Hall Veterans Home in
Maryland, cannot attend his 75th re-
union because of his age, but would
like to relay some information about
himself and his years at Staunton.

In 1921 at age 12, Cooper and his
identical twin brother, Ward, entered
Staunton. As you can imagine, double
trouble was entering this venerable
institution. Cooper and Ward were
from Wildwood, New Jersey, sons of a
prominent family. Their father, Will-
iam H. Bright, was Cape May County
State Senator and President of the
Upper House. Their mother, Priscilla,
was immersed in running the family
real estate business. When they were
born, their four other siblings (three
sisters and a brother) were beginning
their adult lives. As you can imagine,
these adorable twins had a lot of time
on their hands to devise humorous
pranks that just about drove everyone
crazy!

It was time for the boys to settle
down, get a good education, plus dis-
cipline and structure. When their par-
ents selected Staunton for that task,
the Wildwood community was certain
that the real reason for the twins mo

ing away was to attend “reform”
school.

Their six years at Staunton not only
gave them an excellent foundation for
the future years, but was perfect for
the continuation of their pranks.
Hardly a day went by that the twins did
not pull off an identity switch in the
chapel or in the classroom. Once when
my father was walking the beat, some-
thing he did quite often, his brother
offered to switch with him so that he
could go to the Beverly Theatre to see
a movie. The only problem was that
Cooper decided to see the film several
times, so that Ward had to do triple
duty for his brother. I am certain that
Ward got back at him at a later time.
Many of the jokes were planned and
executed with friend and classmate,
Barry Goldwater [Sr.].

My dad graduated from Staunton in
1927 as a certified Second Lieutenant
in the U.S. Army Infantry Reserve. He
and Ward went on to Rutgers Universi-

LETTERS
to the editor
Letters will be published
unless the originator
specifically requests that the
communication not be printed.

ty together, graduating in 1931 at the
depths of the Depression.

Cooper spent the Depression years
in Wildwood, working in the family real
estate business, building and operating
a yacht marina, serving as a sales
manager for Curtis Publishing Com-
pany, and operating a fishing party
boat during the summers. His pen-
chant for creativity, along with his ex-
cellent training at Staunton and
Rutgers, resulted in the invention of a
patented internal combustion, free
piston hydraulic engine.

When World War II broke out, Coo-
per joined the Navy immediately after
Pearl Harbor and spent the war years
aboard the famous aircraft carrier
“Fighting Lady”, the USS Yorktown
(CV10). He was awarded 11 battle stars
and the Bronze Star during his 34
months aboard. His leadership during
this time has been immortalized in a
film and two books — Fighting Lady by
Clark Reynolds and Carrier War by
Joseph Bryan — and is part of the his-
tory told to visitors to the USS
Yorktown, which is now part of the
floating museum at Patriots Point in
Charleston, South Carolina.

My dad decided to make the Navy
his career after the war, switching to
the regular Navy after graduating
from Line School at Newport, Rhode
Island. He began working at the newly
founded Office of Naval Research from
1945-47, and again from 1952-54, work-

— Continued to page 12 —
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_____ Baseball Cap $10.00 $________

Navy blue with “Staunton Military Academy” in gold
_____ Baseball Cap $10.00 $________
Navy blue with “SMA-VWIL Museum” in gold
_____ SMA-VWIL Video $50.00 $________
_____ T-Shirt with shield $15.00 $________
_____ Sweatshirt (white) $15.00 $________

(S, M, XL and 2X while supply lasts)
_____ Belt Buckle (gold) $20.00 $________

with eagle emblem
_____ Belt Buckle (silver) $20.00 $________

Old Boys buckle
_____ Leather Belt $15.00 $________

Sizes 28, 32, and 36 available
_____ Note Cards $02.50 $________
_____ Postcards (original) $02.00 $________
_____ SMA Patches $02.00 $________
_____ Rank Insignia $01.00 $________
_____ Blue Book (reprint) $10.00 $________

_____ Artist Sketch $05.00 $________
(Asphalt with South and North Barracks, Mess Hall)
_____ Artist Sketch $05.00 $________
(Memorial Hall, Kable Hall and North Barracks)
Shipping charges must be added:

$00.00 to $30.00 $05.25 $________

$31.00 to $70.00 $06.75 $________
$71.00 and above $07.95 $________

Total: $________

Name: __________________________________
Address: ________________________________
City:__________________________State:______
ZIP:_________  Telephone: ( ______) __________
E-mail:____________________________________

Please print!

Mail to:
SMA-VWIL Museum

 P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0957

or FAX this order form to (540) 885-1366
or e-mail your order to

SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Cadet Store Order Form

The SMA Alumni Association regrets to announce the passing
of these alumni. SMAAA and its members extend their sincere

condolences.

TAPS QUAN. ITEM EACH TOTAL

inton Malcolm “Red”
Blount, 81, a retired Alabama
businessman and past president
of the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce who had served in the
Nixon Cabinet as postmaster
general, died Oct. 24 at his sum-
mer home in Highlands, N.C. The
cause of death was not disclosed.

Mr. Blount graduated from
SMA with the class of 1939.

Mr. Blount, who served as
chamber president in 1968, was
named postmaster general in
1969. He was to be the last post-
master general to serve in the Cabinet. He was assigned
by President Richard M. Nixon to direct the transition of
the Post Office into the Postal Service through partial
privatization. Proponents of the plan pointed to the desir-
ability of taking the Post Office out of politics and to set it
running as a modern corporation.

After leading postal reform legislation implementing
these ideas, Mr. Blount served as the first board chairman
of the new U.S. Postal Service before returning to Alabama
in 1972. Later that year, he ran as a Republican for the U.S.
Senate, losing to incumbent John Sparkman.

Upon learning of his death, President George W. Bush
said Mr. Blount had been “an outstanding leader” and
hailed “his public service and his contributions to his com-
munity, state and nation.” Former president Gerald R. Ford
recalled Mr. Blount as “a person of integrity and leader-
ship.”

Mr. Blount, a resident of Montgomery, Ala., was a na-
tive of Union Springs, Ala. He attended the University of
Alabama and flew Army Air Forces B-29 (“Superfortress”)
bombers in World War II before co-founding the Blount
Brothers Corp. in 1946.

The company, which started building Alabama fish
ponds, grew into an immense construction concern. The
company built the first intercontinental ballistic missile
base in Wyoming, space shuttle launch pads in Florida, the
New Orleans Superdome and the $2 billion King Saud Uni-
versity in Saudi Arabia. What became Blount International
had offices in 130 countries before Mr. Blount sold it in 1999
for a reported $1.35 billion and retired.

Mr. Blount has long been active in civic, cultural and
charitable work. He gave away tens of millions of dollars,
including $10 million to the Smithsonian Institution’s Na-

— Continued to page 12 —

Winton Blount, SMA ‘39, former
Postmaster General, dead at 81
WW
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— Continued from page 10 —
again from 1952-54, working on a low-frequency radar.

He also served as executive officer aboard the USS Win-
ston, as part of a United Nations peacekeeping mission to
the Middle East under the leadership of Dr. Ralph Bunche
of the worldly body. In 1950 he became the last free balloon
pilot to be trained by the Navy, qualifying him to wear the
half wing and be recognized as an aviator.

Other career highlights include being commanding of-
ficer aboard the USS White Marsh (LSD8), an amphibious
landing ship, and being commanding officer of the USS

Wrangell (AE12), an
ammunitions ship.
He served on the
Joint Chiefs of Staff
andwith the Office of
the Chief of Naval Op-
erations, where he in-
stituted operations
research techniques
in war games.

His favorite as-
signment was in 1961
serving as naval aide
to President Harry
Truman during the
Kennedy inaugura-
tion. His other favor-
ite experience was
being sworn in as

Captain, his final rank, by his sister, Joy Bright Hancock
Ofstie. Joy was a founding member and head of the WAVES,
who already held the rank of Captain, the highest for a
woman at that time. My father is also recognized in the
Ohio Aviation Museum in Columbus as one of the inven-
tors of the U.S. Navy inflatable airplane and for using Navy
blimps to carry large low frequency antennae within the
envelope for anti-submarine warfare.

After my father retired from the Navy in 1963, he want
back to Rutgers University on the G.I. Bill and studied for
his Ph.D. in Political Science. He subsequently served as
head of the Transportation Studies Center of Eagleton
Instutute of Practical Politics until his final retirement to
his farm, “Drop Anchor”, on Maryland’s Eastern Shore
near Cambridge.

Ward’s career took a different path. He achieved the rank
of Captain in the U.S. Navy Reserve and lived in Wildwood,
running the family business. He passed away in 1967.
Highlights of the Bright family are on display at the Wild-
wood Historical Society at the George F. Boyer Museum,
3907 Pacific Avenue.

— Dr. Richard D. Bright
Drop Anchor Farm • 880 Hills Point Rd.

Cambridge, MD 21613
E-mail: srbright@shorenet.net

Editor’s Note: Thank you for a great story. Our best wishes
go to Mr. Bright. And thanks to Arlene Nicely for making
the photograph available from the SMA-VWIL Museum.

— Continued from page 11 —
tional Postal Museum in 1999. He also was a supporter of
the Folger Shakespeare Library.

His charitable and civic work brought him numerous
honors, including the National Brotherhood Award from
the National Conference of Christians and Jews and a Pa-
pal Gold Medal. Other organizations that honored him in-
cluded the Boy Scouts of America, the National Governors
Association and the National Endowment for the Humani-
ties.

In 1964, Mr. Blount served on President Johnson’s Na-
tional Citizens Committee for Community Relations

Survivors include his wife, five children and two step-
children.

The SMA Alumni Association regrets to announce the passing
of these alumni. SMAAA and its members extend their sincere

condolences.

TAPSLETTERS to the editor
Letters will be published unless the originator specifically

requests that the communication not be printed.

Dr. William “Jerry” Reynolds, a Houston, Texas anes-
thesiologist who served in the U.S. Army in Vietnam and
during the Persian Gulf War, died of a heart attack June 9
while scuba diving in the Cayman Islands. He was 61.

Reynold’s’ wife, Susan, said the two were about 80 feet
below the surface on their first dive of the day off Cayman
Brac when Reynolds began showing signs of trouble. He
was dead when he surfaced, she said. Susan Reynolds said
she and her husband were certified in advanced open wa-
ter diving.

Reynold’s graduated in 1958, as Captain and commander
of Company C, and was active on both the Kablegram and
Shrapnel staffs, the Decorating and Cotillion Club commit-
tees, the Quill and Scroll Society, Junior Varsity Football,
and the Howie Rifles.

Following graduation from SMA, Reynolds attended
Louisiana State University, graduating in 1962 with a
bachelor’s degree and earning a master’s degree in phys-
ics in 1968. He was awared a doctorate in physiology and
biophysics at the University of Mississippi in 1973 and re-
ceived his medical degree there in 1975.

Reynolds served in the U.S. Army for more than 20
years, retiring with the rank of Colonel. His service in-
cluded tours in the Dominican Republic, South Korea and
Vietnam. He had been chief of anesthesia and operative
service are director of residency training at Brooke Army
Medical Center in San Antonio, Texas, and previously was
chief of anesthesia and operative services at Fitzsimmons
Army Medical Center in Colorado.

At the time of his dealth, Reynolds was a member of the
Northwest Anesthesiology and Pain Services at Houston
Northwest Medical Center.

Dr. William Reynolds,
SMA ‘58, dies while scuba
diving in the Caymans

Cooper Bright Ward Bright
Class of 1927
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The SMA Alumni Association regrets to announce the passing
of these alumni. SMAAA and its members extend their sincere

condolences.

TAPS
Dr. John A. Prior, SMA ‘31, died October 10, 1992.  Ac-

cording to his son, Robert L. Prior,  Dr. Prior “enjoyed con-
siderable success in his life, as witnessed by the fact that
the Ohio State University College of Medicine Library
bears his name”. Dr, Prior “often talked about how much
he benefited from attending Staunton, both personally and
professionally.

Dr. Prior’s son added: “During dad’s final illness, before
he was totally bedfast, I drove him down to Staunton to take
one last look around. As he stood at the center of the pa-
rade ground, I could only imagine the memories that most
certainly came flooding back to him. After a long period of
silence, he finally turned to me and said, ‘I never thought I
would see this again, you’ll never know how much this
means to me to be back here.’”

“He didn’t have to tell me”, Mr. Prior said, “it was very
apparent in his countenance.”

Macy Livingston Hoyle, Jr., SMA ‘59, died September
13, 1990 as the result of an aggressive brain tumor. He is
survived by two daughters, Heather Hoyle Hubbard and
Christine Frances Hoyle, a granddaughter, Haley Hoyle
Hubbard, and a sister, Bernadette “Sandy” Hoyle Bolick.

Lawrence W. Anderson, SMA ‘43, died May 11, 2002 at
the Masonic Home, Charlton, Maine, of complications from
a stroke he had suffered. Following graduation from SMA,
he  served in the U.S. Army during World War II. Mr. Ander-
son later graduated from Washington and Lee University.

During the war, Mr. Anderson served as a B-24 tail gun-
ner with the 8th Army Air Force based in England, and
completed 24 missions over Germany.

Mr. Anderson was a registered jeweler of the American
Gem Society and was the diamnond manager for Daniel
Low and Company from 1975 to his retirement in 1988.

Lawrence G. Scaia, SMA ‘74 of Marcellus, New York.
Allen “Jaye” Price, SMA ‘75, of Princess Anne, Mary-

land, died September 2, 2002 of cancer.
Thomas Davis Cummings, SMA ‘70, of Springfield, Vir-

ginia, died in mid-2002.
Kenneth E. Wiley, SMA ‘63, of Silver Spring, Maryland,

died September 20, 2000.

Fishburne Military School/-
Staunton Military Academy

Endowed Chair in Government
and Economics Honoring
Colonel Robert H. Wease

to enhance the teaching and learning of government
and economics at Fishburne Military School in the

example of Colonel Robert H. Wease.

Enclosed is my gift to Fishburne Military School to
support the Wease Chair:

• $10,000 • $5,000 • $2,500 • 1,000
• $500 • $250 • $100 • $50 • ________

The Fishburne-Hudgins Educational Foundation, Inc.
has 501(c)(3) nonprofit status.

Therefore, your gift is tax deductible.
Method of Payment:

• Check — Please make your check payable to the
Fishburne-Hudgins Educational Foundation, Inc.

• VISA • American Express • MasterCard • JCB
• Diners Club

Card Number:_________________________________

Signature:___________________________________

Expiration Date: ______________________________

• My gift will be matched by_____________________
Please enclose company form.

Name:

____________________________________________

SSN (optional):_______ - _____ - _______

Address:_____________________________________

City:__________________________State:_________

ZIP:_____________ E-mail:______________________

Home Phone:_________________________________

Business Phone:_______________________________

• SMA Alumnus, class of _______ • Faculty/Staff

• Parent of Alumnus • Parent of Cadet

• Other:_____________________________________

Please provide memories, stories, and impressions of
Colonel Wease as a teacher, mentor and friend. These
will be compiled and presented to Colonel Wease. Use

additional sheets as needed or e-mail them to
frable3r@aol.com.

Please send your gift and this completed form to:
Fishburne Military School Development Office
P. O. Box 988 • Waynesboro, Virginia 22980

Looking for alumni you went to SMA with?
See the official website at

www.sma-alumni.org
Portions of our alumni database are also
available to those who wish to contact

members of their graduating class.
There is no charge for the information.
To obtain a limited mailing list. contact

The Kablegram.
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“Since the birth of the United
States of American 226 years ago on
July 4, 1776, no single generation of
Americans has been spared the re-
sponsibility of defending freedom by
force of arms.

More than 42 million American
men and women have served our na-
tion to defend freedom.

More than one million of them
made “The Ultimate Sacrifice” —
they paid the ultimate price, by pur-
chasing our right to “life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness” at the loss
of their own.

It is here that we honor ninety-
nine of them, and remember what
they have given that we might live in
peace and prosperity.

Today, we take a moment from our
own lives to honor and pay tribute to
these men, our brothers from SMA.  I
want to thank Mr. Hunter Henry, ’46

“If we desire peace, it must be known that we are at all times, ready for war.”
— President George Washington

Freedom Is Not Free

World War I
CHARLES W. ADAMS
CLIFFORD M. ALEXANDER
HOEN BEAUFORT
A.M. BERRIE
JAMES BROWN
ROBERT BURLEIGH
ARCH CHILTON
PHELPS COLLINS
HAROLD DAVIDSON
LLEWELLYN DAVIES
RICHARD T. DAVIS
WILLIAM L. DEETJEN
MALCOLM W. DILLON
JOHN J. FISHER
EDWIN S. GARD, JR.
GEORGE L. GORDON
ALVIN F. HANN
JOHN F. HAUSER
W.E. HAYNE, JR.
BEAUFORT HOEN
DANIEL L. JONES
STUART G. LANE
ROBERT A. MCGUFFIN
CLAUDE E. MIEUSSETT
HARRY P. MORRISON
GERALD F. O’REARDON
JACK S. SPAVEN
OLIVER S. SPENCER
WILLIAM G. THOMAS
WOLCOTT W. TREADWAY
HERBERT L. WINSLOW

World War II
PETER F. ALLEGAERT, ‘40
GILBERT L. BARSTOW, ‘27

WILLIAM B. BENDURE, ‘42
MORTON I. BLOOM, ‘34
JOHN R. BOSWELL, ‘44
JAMES R. CARRINGER, JR., ‘35
RUSSELL E. COLEMAN, ‘41
GEORGE P. DAVIS, JR., ‘37
JOHN R. DIGIACOMO, ‘40
ROBERT L. DITTMAR, ‘43
LEIGH A. FULLER, ‘22
WILLIAM B. FULMER, ‘38
GEORGE R. GIBSON, JR., ‘37
HOWARD E. GIFFORD, ‘40
HAROLD I. GRACE, ‘39
RAYMOND L. HIGGINS, JR., ‘42
THOMAS D. HOWIE, MAJ, USA
OLIVER P. KENNEY, ‘06
MORTON D. KINBERG, ’43
JACK G. KNOX, ‘38
JASPER J. KRAYNICK, ‘35
JOSEPH W. LENZI, ‘43
PORTER C. LITTLE, ‘38
JOHN W. MATHERS, ‘30
MERWIN B. MATTES, ‘36
FRED J. MILLER, JR., ‘44
MARION S. OWENS, ‘30
ALEXANDER M. PATCH, III, ‘37
ALLEN L. PEEK, ‘34
KARL E. POSSON, ‘33
JAMES M. QUINN, ‘38
JEROME L. RAIDER, ‘35
THEODORE A. READ, ‘41
ROBERT W. ROSE, ’36
THOMAS A. RYAN, ‘43
LORAINE A. SANDBERG, ‘28
ARNO SEIFART, ‘38
ALAN F. SEIGLE, ‘42

JOHN H. SINNOTT, ‘40
KERNICK SMITH, ‘28
ROBERT C. SPITLER, ‘44
KARL E. SUTTON, ‘43
ALEXANDER R. TAYLOR, ‘28
JAMES A. THOMAS, ‘35
GEORGE B. TULLIDGE, JR., ‘41
EDWARD G. VOM HOFE, ‘32
JOHN T. WIELAND, ‘35
EDGAR M. WITTAN, ‘28
CHARLES F. WONSON, ’35

Korean War
WILLIAM A. BREWER, III, ‘47
CHARLES H. DETWEILER, ‘47
WILLIAM R. FROST, JR., ‘42
JOHN L. LOEHR, ‘47
CHARLES M. MARINO, ‘42
JAMES E. MARSHALL, ‘45
FRANK L. SCHLABACH, JR.,’47
STEPHEN R. TRACY, ‘50
HAROLD M. VERNON, JR., ‘49
FRANKLIN P. WELLER, ‘46]
THOMAS P. WILSON, ’42

Vietnam War
FRANK A. ARMSTRONG, III, ‘47
RICHARD S. CUNNINGHAM, ‘66
ROBERT A. FALKENAU, ‘63
JAMES W. FLYNT, JR., ‘65
CLYDE R. HERMAN, ‘62
STEPHEN J. KOTT, ‘58
DANIEL Z. POST, JR., ’62
DOUGLAS J. WAUCHOPE, ‘55

Mark Orr, SMA ‘73, Secretary of the SMA Alumni Association, delivered an address
during the Memorial Wall dedication ceremonies July 27 during the 2002 reunion.
Presented below is the text of that address.

Jim Allen, SMA ‘43 and Marge
Aiken, South Carolina

Ray O’Connell and Debbie Nickols
Hilton, New York

Betty Dickerson Brown, MBC ‘62
Indianapolis, Indiana

Linda Hammock, MBC ‘62
Fairfax, Virginia

Helen and Tom Brennan (VWIL)
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Jean Goforth (VWIL)
Fredericksburg, Virginia

Matt and Kathie Harrington (VWIL)
Saranac Lake, New York
Lois M. Hunes (VWIL)

Byron, New York
Jennifer Atkins Lanz (VWIL ‘99)

Virginia Beach, Virginia
Sherri McCracken, VWIL ‘99

Richmond, Virginia
Melissa K. Carr, VWIL ‘99

Nashville, Tennessee
William G. Davis, SMA ‘66

Marietta, Georgia
Hugh M. Leavell
Staunton, Virginia

J. Hunter Pugh, Jr., SMA ‘54
Walkersville, Maryland
Erin Tanner (VWIL)

Staunton, Virginia
John R. Davis, SMA ‘39
Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Susan and Jeff Smith

Springfield, Illinois
C. David Litzenburg, SMA 58 and JoAnn

Herndon, Virginia
Simon M. Painter, SMA ‘58

Staunton, Virginia
Allan B. Painter, SMA ‘58

Staunton, Virginia
Morgan Bearden, SMA ‘71 and Leslie,

Emily and Caroline
Jack Turner, SMA ‘69 and Steffi

Mooresville, North Carolina
Kristen King Ovesen (father attended SMA

in the 1920’s)
Santa Rosa, California

Donald Woods, SMA ‘51 and Miriam
Dunwoody, Georgia

Robert and Rita M. Remaley, parents of
Thomas Remaley, SMA ‘75

Lewisburg, Pennsylvania
Fred Meitzler, SMA ‘65

Spartanburg, South Carolina
Babette Meitzler (mother of Fred)

Hendersonville, North Carolina
Karen Hughes
Roswell, Georgia

Thompson R. Shearer, SMA ‘57
East Palatka, Florida

Charles O.  and Juanita Graham
Staunton, Virginia

Barbara Graham Corbin
Augusta Springs, Virginia

Carlos Ferro, SMA ‘51 and Aida, Vivian,
Andrew and Charlie

Miami, Florida
Stuart Miller, SMA ‘51 and Kathleen

Pflugerville, Texas
Robert Awtrey, SMA ‘67

Ellicott City, Maryland
Andrew Greenman, SMA ‘52

Boynton Beach, Florida
— Continued to page 15 —
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and Mr. Larry Perkins, ’55, Bob
DiGiacomo, ‘69, Brocky Nicely, ‘65 and
Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell for their
generosity, dedication and help in sup-
porting the establishment of this spe-
cial place.  For those that can’t see, let
me read the inscription on the center-
piece plaque:

This memorial is dedicated to the
recognition of the Staunton Military
Academy men who unselfishly gave
their lives in our nation’s wars to pro-
tect our freedoms and way of life.  We
shall continue to pray for them and
strive to preserve the memory of their
noble sacrifice.”

Surrounding this plaque are four
plaques. Each plaque lists the names
of the alumni and faculty members of
SMA that made the Ultimate Sacrifice
in one of these four major wars.
We pray there are no additional names
to be added in the future.”
.
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Having just read Bob Horvath’s
story about Cheese sandwiches and in
keeping with the time honored S.M.A.
tradition of one-upmanship I feel com-
pelled to give this account of entrepre-
neurship in 1972.

In the fall of 1971 I ventured down-
town (legally, I am sure) and wan-
dered into the donut shop that occu-
pied the corner of  Beverly and Cen-
tral. Being from Winston-Salem,
home of Krispy Kreme, I felt the urge
for a donut. Upon entering I saw Vince
Marcum and Tad Hall and if memory
serves ,Blue McDonald hanging out
not to mention several Stuart Hall la-
dies and an assortment of “townies”.

The shop was a pretty popular
hang out for a while and some of the
Alums from the early seventies might
remember it as a good  place to see the
girls and do a little socializing. I re-
member Vince was sitting with a
couple of ‘Townie Chicks’ as we called
them back then and I was introduced.
It seems that the bevy with Vince had
a friend who worked at the shop and
we met and began  going out .

If you know the donut business you
know that any left over donuts at clos-
ing time must be disposed of, and if
you knew any ‘Townie Chicks you
know they were friendly, and if you’re
a red blooded SMA cadet and a young
lady asks if she can bring you a few
donuts and a little friendliness be-
tween C.Q. breaks you are duty bound
to be agreeable. Right? Actually deliv-
ery was taken during strict C.Q. but
the statute of limitations has expired
on that offense.

Well, being that  there were many
more donuts than I could possibly eat

and maybe even more than Brothers
Horvath and  Morris could eat I had
the idea that I would share the bounty.
My good friend Tony Disher soon
showed me the light and convinced me
that I had a marketable commodity
(the donuts not the girl fellas) and an
enterprise was born.

Well it just so happened that  the
Coca Cola Plant was right down the
Hill and so Tony and I would borrow a
hand truck and go get canned drinks
and haul them up the Hill and Chick
(not above a little bribery) would spare
us a clean G.I. can of ice.

Thus armed with cold drinks and
assorted confections we set up shop.
A few minutes before the end of first
C.Q. bell would ring one of us would
stuff  something in the Coke machine
and as soon as the bell rang we would
slam a desk into our door way and let
the frenzy begin. Cokes were a quar-
ter and donuts were 15 cents a piece
or two for a quarter. Soon the B.D.O.’s
needed a little payola and the guards
that came over from Kable with orders
needed tipping but all in all we were
knocking down $9 to $10 a night when
the normal allowance was $6.00 per
week.

There were other benefits derived
from the donut procurement  set up
but ,being a Southern entleman I will
end this narrative with out any more
details.

I just am glad to report that Col.
Richters never once caught us  in his
yard  bettering cadet/townie relations.
I understand Disher used his proceeds
to finance his trip to Myrtle Beach af-
ter graduation and I believe I donated
most of my earnings to those less for-
tunate in the spirit of charity.

By Pat Kelley, SMA ‘72

The Donut Business
I REMEMBER WHEN...

Martin D. Bier, SMA ‘52
Woodmere, New York
John Lucy, SMA ‘69
Cary, North Carolina

Bill Kearns, SMA ‘74
Ocala, Florida

Larry Perkins, SMA ‘51
Littleton, Colorado

Cleon W. Sanders, SMA ‘54
Raleigh, North Carolina
Ke Houston, SMA ‘62

Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida
Albert Henry, SMA ‘62

Norfolk, Virginia
Albert J. Davidson, SMA ‘42

Southbury, Connecticut

James Gillespie, SMA ‘48
Steilacoom, Washington

Charlie Jenson, SMA ‘52
Coron Ado, California

John D. Uhrig, SMA ‘70
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada

A.M. “Chip” Bibey, SMA ‘71
Surfside Beach, South Carolina

John H. Tewksbury, SMA ‘52
Gloucester, Virginia

Dick Vogel, SMA ‘68
Hattiesburg, Mississippi

Rich Henderson, SMA ‘62
Buffalo Junction, Virginia
Dick Topor, SMA ‘63

Hampden, Virginia

Tad Hall, SMA ‘73
Redding,California

Frank Till, SMA ‘61
Fayetteville, North Carolina

Robert DiGiacomo, SMA ‘44
Port St. Lucie, Florida

Edmund A. Smith, SMA ‘76
Powder Springs, Georgia

Hunter W. Henry, Jr., SMA ‘46
San Marcos, Texas

Brooks F. Read, Jr., SMA ‘46
Reedville, Virginia

William S. Diffee, SMA ‘52
Gainesville, Virginia

Anthony Korvas, SMA ‘59
Davie, Florida

Michael J. Miller, SMA ‘74
Reedysville, Maryland

Phillip H. Enslow, Jr., SMA ‘49
Atlantia, Georgia

H. P. Wolfe (Herk), SMA ‘49
Upper Sandusky, Ohio

Jackie Armstrong (widow of John W.,
SMA ‘37)

McLean, Virginia
Stu Armstrong (son of John W., SMA ‘37)

Nellysford, Virginia
Frank Demory (SMA Tactical Officer)

Staunton, Virginia
Kim Boyd, SMA ‘49

Toledo, Ohio
Jim Moore, SMA ‘48 and Tinker

Hohokus, New Jersey
Bob Steele, SMA ‘54 and Darlene

Richmond, Kentucky
Lawrence Marks, SMA ‘58 and Cathy

Banner Elk, North Carolina
Patrick F. Kelley, SMA ‘72

Winston-Salem, North Carolina
Larry Hertzberg, SMA ‘63 and Angela

Raleigh, North Carolina
Alan Rubinson, SMA ‘51 and Carol

Chamblee, Georgia
Harry Buchanan, SMA ‘47 and Connie

Tucker, Georgia
M. Lacy Fendley, SMA ‘34

Sanibel, Florida
Kalezis D. Kalezis, SMA ‘49

Virginia Beach, Virginia
Tony Disher, SMA ‘72 and Charlotte

Winston-Salem, North Carolina
Richard Weekler, SMA ‘52
Yarmouth Port, Massachusetts
Garyton Echols, SMA ‘52

LaPlata, Maryland
Donald Campbell, SMA ‘62 and Peggy

Jacksonville, Florida
Cornelius Spillane, SMA ‘69

Brunswick, Maine
Robert Schleiden, SMA ‘70 and Debra

Gibsonia, Pennsylvania
Sam Lowe (son of John Lowe, SMA ‘49)

Staunton, Virginia
Tom and Jeannie Orr

Lynchburg, Virginia
Carol Fetcer
Santiago, Chile

Arch Jones, SMA ‘69
Wilmington, North Carolina

John Conomikes, SMA ‘50
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Lynn Whitmer, SMA ‘71
Patuxent, Maryland

George and Marge Whitmer
Staunton, Virginia
Ben McIntyre

Staunton, Virginia
Richard Parson, SMA ‘60

Laurel, Maryland

— Museum Visitors, continued from page 14 —
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SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

NON-PROFIT
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STAUNTON, VA
PERMIT NO. 96

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association, Incorporated
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309  •  Fax: (540) 885-1366
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. MEMBERSHIP DUES Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Dues ($50.00) are credited for fiscal year September 1, 2002 - August 31, 2003)
• Dues are not tax deductible. Please make checks payable to: SMA Alumni Assn., Inc.
• Funds aee used to maintain the office, publish newsletters, and help support the annual Reunion.

SMA FOUNDATION, INC. ANNUAL FUND Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc./Annual Fund
• Donations are used for the  SMA museum and scholarships, and related expenses.

Name::________________________________________________________________Class:_________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:_______________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: Home: ______________________________ E-mail:_______________________________________

Complete this form, include your check(s) and mail to SMAAA. Your support and
involvement are critical to the continued success of the association and the activities and

programs that have been developed and implemented in the memory of Staunton Military
Academy and the Corps of Cadets and staff.

▲
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