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It was a truly great reunion!
SMA Alumni Association�s 2004 Re-

union ended up like many of the
other reunions � unique and very
special for those who attended.

It provided a time for �Old Boys�
to come back to Staunton, reconnect
with their youth, remember their
time as cadets and renew friendships
with students whose time at SMA
spanned from the 1920�s to the 1970�s.

Events began Friday afternoon
with a stroke of good luck � it quit
raining long enough for the parade
on Kable Field. Cadets of Mary
Baldwin College�s Virginia Women�s
Institute for Leadership (VWIL) held
a pass in review in honor of SMA
alumni, who marched on to the field,
and then marched off at its conclu-
sion. SMA�s colors � as usual � were
flying in all their glory in the VWIL
Color Guard.

Attending the parade were alumni
from Stuart Hall, in town for their
reunion, plus the newly installed
President of Mary Baldwin College
(MBC), Dr. Pamela Fox, Staunton
residents and members of the  MBC
staff and faculty.

Officiating at the parade were
VWIL Director Dr. Brenda Bryant,
VWIL Commandant Brig. Gen.
Michael Bissell and William J.
Kearns, SMA �74, SMAAA President.

The weather held out long enough
for the SMA Memorial Wall Plaque
dedication ceremony to take place.
Three more names were added to
SMA�s place of honor: General
Alexander M. Patch, Jr., Wallace P.
�Wally� Stiltz, SMA �39, and Colonel
Reuben E. Moody.

VWIL First Captain Jennifer Kukla
placed a wreath at the wall as part of
the ceremony, which also included

the posting of the colors by the VWIL
Color Guard.

Following the plaque dedication,
the drizzling rain returned, but spir-
its were undampened as the activi-
ties moved inside to the Mess Hall,
where a reception and barbecue din-
ner was held, followed by a dance that
featured Bill Deal�s �Rhondells� �
courtesy of Jay Nedry and the Class
of 1969.

The revelers stayed until mid-
night, enjoying beach music, cold
drinks, and catching up on old friend-
ships and, in some cases, making new
ones. At one point during the dance,
what sounded like explosions turned
out to be fireworks celebrating the
official installation of Mary Baldwin�s
new president.

Saturday morning kicked off with
the customary annual business meet-
ing. Treasurer Thomas Davis, SMA
�62, informed alumni that the asso-
ciation is in the best financial shape
that he can remember. President
William J. Kearns, SMA �74 informed
those present of the board�s decision
at its meeting on Friday that the as-
sociation will proceed with an aggres-
sive program to provide financial sup-
port to the VWIL program to help
ensure its long-term viability. Two
alumni were recognized for their out-
standing volunteer efforts: Jack
Lowe, SMA �48 and Donald Windley,
SMA �70.

After a little free time, the next
item on the activities list was the
Kable Wreathlaying Ceremony con-
ducted at Thornrose Cemetery.

See the special Reunion 2004
section on pages 9 through 16.

In his remarks honoring SMA
founder Captain William Kable, Presi-
dent Kearns drew some comparisons
between the roles and responsibilities
of Kable as he ran and built SMA to
those of Mary Baldwin, a student who
served for 35 years as principal of the
institution that now bears her name.

Page Kable Bonfoey, the great-
grandaughter of Captain Kable who
has attended every wreathlaying cer-
emony since its inception in 2001,
chose this year to read from an obitu-
ary that detailed all the accomplish-
ments of her great-grandfather.

Topping off the ceremony was the
firing of a three-volley salute from a
Confederate reenactment color guard
that featured two SMA alumni:
Brocky A. Nicely, SMA �65, and
Donald Windley, SMA �70.

� Continued on page 3 �

Largest turnout in many years is recapped by Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA �74:
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Thank You!

II

Bill Kearns

want to thank all of the generous and committed alumni for their heart-
felt support for the VWIL Program. I am thankful for our wonderful relation-
ship with Mary Baldwin College and the outstanding individuals that provide
the VWIL leadership. I admire Dr. Brenda Bryant and Brig.
Gen. Michael Bissell both personally and professionally.

Our Association has committed $50,000.00 per year to sup-
port VWIL. I am in the process of modifying my will to in-
clude the SMA Foundation with the stipulation that the money
go toward this goal. I urge all of you that can to do the same.
This program is an outstanding example of American youth
engaged in training for military service at a time when our
country needs them. VWIL grads are serving our country in
harms way the very minute you are reading this article.

Please look into your hearts and give generously, these young officer can-
didates are willingly carrying on the traditions of SMA. We have a unique
opportunity to be instrumental in the prosperity of the only all female corps of
cadets in the United States.

Small donations are very much appreciated but for those of us in a position
to give more please try to do so. I personally will give at least $5000.00 per year
and I say this only to emphasize the requirements of our commitment. I have
been fortunate enough to do this and of all the causes I am ask to donate to
the VWIL Program is the best.

You may not have been back to SMA for decades, but in your heart you
remember the good that came out of your education and experiences there.
Volunteer alumni are trying, and with your help, will succeed in preserving
our school�s memory through the success of the VWIL program. Thank you.

Robert M. Bennett .......................... SMA �45
Gerald E. Bernfield .......................... SMA �57
George Bissett III ............................ SMA �74
William K. Bissett ............................. SMA �74
Peter D. Birckead ........................... SMA �73
William S. Diffee .............................. SMA �52
Eugene Ehmann ............................. SMA �74
David G. Evans ............................... SMA �65
Dennis J. Fejes ............................... SMA �64
Carlos Ferro ..................................... SMA �51
John W. Fisher ................................. SMA �34
C. Wayne Gallimore ........................ SMA �64
John M. Garner ............................... SMA �53
Richard H. Gilbert ........................... SMA �64
Barry M. Goldwater, Jr. .................... SMA �57
Kevin J. Gorman ............................. SMA �70
Garland D. Haddock .......................... Facilty
Craig E. Hanson ............................. SMA �74
Ben R. Hollis .................................... SMA �58
Albert D. Howell .............................. SMA �41
John G. Hughes .............................. SMA �36
Dennis Kaiser .................................. SMA �65
William J. Kearns ............................. SMA �74
Paul J. �Ike� Kivlighan ..................... SMA �29
Donald C. Jacobs ........................... SMA �48

Charles R. Jenkins, Sr. .................... SMA �53
Edward B. Jones ............................ SMA �41
Anthony C. Korvas .......................... SMA �59
Stanley J. Lesniak ........................... SMA �67
Stanley B. Licker ............................. SMA �55
C. David Litzenburg ........................ SMA �58
A. Jay Lowe, Jr. ............................... SMA �67
Lawrence N. Marks ........................ SMA �55
James R. Morgan ........................... SMA �66
James I. Moore ............................... SMA �48
W. Duke Myers, M.D. ...................... SMA �60
William M. Pandak, Jr. ..................... SMA �73
Richard D. Parson .......................... SMA �60
Dr. John J. Payette, Jr. ................... SMA �49
Lawrence B. Perkins ...................... SMA �51
Ralph L. Sebrell ............................... SMA �45
Edmund A. Smith ........................... SMA �76
G. Richard Staunch ........................ SMA �61
William C. Stillgebauer .................... SMA �64
William H. Taylor, II .......................... SMA �56
Donald W. Tobin .............................. SMA �70
Albert W. Van Ness, Jr. .................... SMA �61
Grant Waple .................................... SMA �66
Jack C. White, Jr. ............................ SMA �63
Richard B. Winning ......................... SMA �74
Susan L. Yates ................... Stuart Hall, 1953

SMA-VWIL Contributors as of May 31, 2004

Bill
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT
A heathy round of applause and appreciation . . .

. . . is very much in order for those who have worked so hard behind the
scenes to bring success to the SMA Alumni Association, or programs and our
reunion. “Ike” Kivlighan, SMA ‘49, who helped start this organization in
the 1970s, Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62, who has been Treasurer for a number
of years, and Brocky Nicely, SMA ‘65, who (with help from others too numer-
ous to mention here) has created a masterpiece in the SMA-VWIL Museum,
all deserve our respect and appreciation. Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74,
who led SMAAA into the 21st Century with so many innovations, Mark J.
Orr, SMA ‘73, who was involved in the growth of the association and contin-
ues to maintain our web site, and William J. Kearns, SMA ‘74, who this year
steps aside as President, deserve equal accolades for their dedication and
service to the association.

We owe so much to so many . . . those who have helped, those who have
contributed in small and large amounts, those who have stepped up to the
leadership roles and those who have labored in the shadows. Taken individu-
ally, they shun recognition. As a group, they are responsible for the SMA
Alumni Association as it is today — financially sound, growing, doing good
work, and perpetuating the SMA legacy while providing support to the Vir-
ginia Women’s Institute for Leadetship (VWIL).

“Thank you” seems totally inadequate, yet is it most sincerely spoken.
  The SMA•VWIL Initiative

It was a satisfying moment at the reunion dinner when Dr. Brenda Bryant,
VWIL Director, and Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell, VWIL Commandant, were
invited to the podium to accept a $20,000 check as a down payment on The
SMA•VWIL Initiative, the program that is committed to a $50,000 annual
contibution to  the VWIL operations and programs. The SMA•VWIL Initia-
tive is the vehicle through which the SMA Alumni Association can effec-
tively perpetuate the SMA legacy — by providing support to the Virginia
Women’s Institute for Leadership through a strong partnership with VWIL.
As of this issue of The Kablegram, the fund has expanded to $37,000.  An
additional payment of $10,000 was made to VWIL at the Change of Command
Ceremony May 15 in Staunton. Of the many positive programs we have
undertaken over the years, this one is truly worthy.  We are in a position to
make a difference by supporting the very organization that is helping us to
perpetuate our legacy. We offer sincere appreciation to those who have al-
ready become involved and contributed and encourage everyone to consider
this effort. No commitment is too small. Let’s make a difference!

Welcome!...New officers and board members
There are a few new faces on the Board of Directors. Wilfred (Fred) Webb,

SMA ‘61, of Covington, Virginia was elected to a newly created post of Chap-
lain. Douglas Marsh, SMA ‘58, of Harrisonburg, Virginia, was elected Secre-
tary, and Simon M. Painter Jr., SMA ‘58, of Staunton, was elected to the post
of Chairman of the Legal Committee. Also elected to serve on the board were
Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62, of Staunton, and Edmund A. Smith, SMA ‘76,
of North Carolina. Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62, Brocky A. Nicely, SMA ‘65,
and John Hooser, SMA ‘73 were re-elected to new terms.

The new Board of Directors will take office September 1, 2004. Minutes of
the April 2 Board of Directors meeting, the April 3 Annual Business Meeting,
and the subsequent April 3 Board of Directors meeting have been posted on
the SMA Alumni web site at www.sma-alumni.org.

Dear SMA Alumni:

Your support and generosity is
overwhelming.  We at the Virginia
Women’s Institute for Leadership
thank you for your continuing sup-
port and generosity. We are com-
mitted to upholding the standards
and legacy of SMA as we enter our
10th year. With your help, we will
thrive in the decades to come and
will continue to enjoy sharing your
reunion celebrations with you.

I announced your gift this morn-
ing to the Corps. The news was re-
ceived with a round of applause.
Their (and my) gratitude is heart-
felt. We are most fortunate.

Sincerely,
Dr. Brenda L. Bryant,
Director VWIL

Saturday evening, guests and alumni
converged at the Holiday Inn for the
Annual Reception and Banquet. Af-
ter the colors were posted by VWIL
cadets, alumni and their guests en-
joyed a buffet dinner, followed by a
program that included presentations
and a “roast” of Colonel Robert Wease,
SMA’s famed government instructor.

Plaques recognizing service were
presented to Paul J. “Ike” Kivlighan,
SMA ’29, Thomas A. Davis, SMA ’62,
Brocky Nicely, SMA ‘65, Thomas E.
B. Phillips, SMA ’74 and Alumni Sec-
retary Arlene Nicely.

Capping the event was the Wease
roast, which featured remarks about
the instructor from Kevin Gorman,
’70, C. David Litzenburg, SMA ’58,
Richard Staunch, SMA ‘61,  and a
rousing conclusion from Jay Nedry,
SMA ’69.

Following the banquet, many
alumni ventured into the Holiday
Inn lounge to continue partying and
talking; others stayed in the lobby
and hallways talking. Everyone, it
appeared, had a good time.

Mark your calendars: the 2005
Reunion will be held April 1-3; it’ll
be here before you know it!

— Continued from page 1 —
Reunion 2004

You can reach the Kablegram by e-mail at kablegram@sma-alumni.org or at
cdlsma58@juno.com and by regular mail at SMA Alumni Association,

P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402.
— Tom Phillips, SMA ‘74
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CURRENT ASSETS CURRENT LIABILITIES
Checking $   41,867.64       Payroll Withholding  $        192.21
Inventory-SMA Marketing $     2,518.84
Petty Cash $        100.00

$   44,486.48       Total Current Liab.  $        192.21

Capital  $   44,294.27

$   44,486.48 Total Liab. & Capital  $   44,486.48

INCOME STATEMENT — SEPTEMBER 1, 2003 THROUGH APRIL 30, 2004

REVENUE: EXPENSES:
Academic Records $                 - SMA Mkt. Purchases  $               -
Dues $   23,940.00 Wage Expense  $     4,651.31
SMA Marketing Sales $     2,389.35 Accounting  $        909.20
Reunion Revenue $   10,949.00 Data Entry  $     2,255.00
Interest Income $        181.73 Kablegram Expense  $     5,677.24

Total Revenue $   37,460.08 Postage Expense  $     3,545.91
Printing Expense  $               -
Internet Expense  $        222.50
Reunion Expense  $     5,157.51
Web Sight Expense  $               -
Other Expense  $     2,110.13

      Total Expense  $   24,528.80

NET INCOME:  $   12,931.28

FINANCIAL REPORTS
STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AS OF APRIL 30, 2004

CURRENT ASSETS CURRENT LIABILITIES
Checking $     9,656.54       None  $                 -
Brick Funds $     5,803.70
Endowment Funds $     5,414.76
Initiative Fund $     6,816.00
Memorial Funds $     1,229.55
Museum Funds $   10,364.71
GE Shares - Museum $   10,490.87
Scholarship Funds $   27,072-20
Brokerage Cash Account $        401.06
Inventory - Museum $        719.00

Total Current Assets: $   87,968.19

Total Net Fixed Assets: $ 172,256.70 Capital: $  260,224.89

Total Net Fixed Assets: $ 260,224.89 Total Liabilities and Capital $ 260,224.89

INCOME STATEMENT — SEPTEMBER 1, 2003 THROUGH APRIL 30, 2004

REVENUE: EXPENSES:
Annual Fund $   14,062.54 Cost of Additional Bricks  $               -
Brick Donations $     1,455.00 Accounting  $     1,278.36
Museum Donation $          30.50 Fund Raising Expense  $     2,929.49
Scholarship Donations $     8,981.89 Insurance Expense  $        (24.00)
VWIL Initiative $   28,483.00 Museum Expense  $        195.00
Video Sales $        550.00 Scholarship  $     1,000.00
Income on Various Accounts $        665.64 Telephone Expense  $        215.00

VWIL Initiative Payment  $   20,000.00
Total Revenue: $   54,228.57 Miscellaneous Expense  $        260.55

Total Expense:  $   25,854.87

NET INCOME:  $   28,373.70

SMA FOUNDATION
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AS OF APRIL 30, 2004

“Some serious mistakes must be
corrected in Mr. Horvath’s recollec-
tion of the events of the Flying Club
of 1946 (First Quarter Kablegram,
page 10) I already had a pilot’s license
and a good many hours of flying time
under my belt when I arrived at
Staunton in 1946.

I noticed an airport down the road
in Verona run by Pete Grimm. I ap-
proached Lt. Col. Pence, then Head-
master, about starting a flying club.
He and some of the other senior staff
thought it was a good idea, so the
wheels were put in motion with the
uniform company producing  em-
broidered SMA wings for cadets who
had soloed

Now about the planes. All the air-
planes at the airport were owned by
Mr. Grimm the school didn’t own any-
thing at the airport. The plane shown
in the picture is not the PT-22 Army/
Navy primary trainer built by North
American Aviation, but rather the
Ryan ST, a very hot two tandem pas-
senger advanced trainer used by the
Army for early training of fighter
pilots. Only a few of us with advanced
hours and engine ratings were per-
mitted to fly it. Lou Kork was one of
them.

About the crash. It was a Sunday
morning when Lou Kork came into
my room in South Barracks and
asked me if I wanted to go flying with
him in the ST since I was one of the
other rated pilots. He was going to
fly over the mountain at Waynesboro
to meet the train that was bringing
his mother and girlfriend to the up-
coming prom. I had homework to do,
but Dave Colby was there and said
he would go with Kork. Lou Kork was
a good pilot and should have known
better, but they buzzed the train at
window level just before it went into
the tunnel. At 200 miles per hour they
came upon a billboard swooped over
it, but didn’t see the huge pine tree
behind it. They hit the tree and went
right into the mountain.

LETTERS
AND E-MAILS

We stand
corrected!

— Continued to page 5 —



� 7 �

VWIL NEWS

Left, below:
The Rites of Passage Cer-
emony is conducted on
The Hill for the nULLS of
the Class of 2007. nULLS
are freshmen who are
considered �null and
void� and have no status
in the VWIL Corps of Ca-
dets until they unify and go
through rites of passage.
nULLS usually perform a
series of activities and a
long march (after being
awakened in the middle of
the night by the upper
class), followed by the
ceremony which recog-
nizes their accomplish-
ments, unity and status in
the Corps or Cadets.

11 commissioned in May ceremony

Eleven members of the VWIL Class of 2004 were commissioned as Second Lieutenants
May 15 into three branches of the United States military. Accepting commissions in the
U.S. Air Force were Julia Ireland, Nicole Littlejohn, Pamela Nuila, Maria Cadenhead,
Sandra Martinez and Sonia Lourello. Entering the U.S. Marine Corps was Corps of Cadets
First Captain Jennifer Kukla. Commissioned in the U.S. Army were Shauna Lewinson,
Christine Fischer, Kelly Baumgartner and Jennifer Hendriks.

Patricia Nadeau, a native of Nor-
folk, Virginia, was awarded the SMA
Alumni Association Scholarship in
ceremonies at VWIL earlier this year.

Ms. Nadeau will
be a junior in the
upcoming 2004-2005
school year. She
will be a Platoon
Sergeant, a Peer
Advisor, and will
continue as a mem-
ber of the nULL
Committee.

Ms. Nadeau is also
a member of the
Madrigal Singers �
an elite a singing
group at Mary Bald-
win College. She

has sung the National Anthem a num-
ber of times at Harbor Park for base-
ball games.

Ms. Nadeau is currently attending
Field Training Camp with the U.S.
Air Force. Upon graduation, she will
have earned two Bachelors of Arts in
Psychology and Vocal Performance.

The presentation of the scholarship
was made by Brocky A. Nicely, SMA
�65, SMA-VWIL Museum curator.

Nadeau awarded SMA
Alumni Scholarship

Change of Command
Taking a moment prior to the May 15 Change of Command
Review, VWIL�s outgoing First Captain (2003-2004) Jennifer
Kukla (left) poses with the 2004-2005 First Captain, Mei-
Ling Fye. Ms. Fye was the  2003 recipient of the SMA Alumni
Association Scholarship.

The first VWIL parade for the 2004-2005 year will be held on
Friday, September 17, 2004 on Kable Field. SMA alumni are

invited and encouraged to attend
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Dr. Pamela Fox was inaugurated April 2 as
the ninth president of Mary Baldwin College
(MBC). succeededing Dr. Cynthia H. Tyson.

Dr. Fox began her career at Miami Univer-
sity in Oxford, Ohio, joining the faculty as
assistant professor of musicology. An active
scholar and honored instructor, she became
chair of the Department of Music and, for five
years, was Dean of the School of Fine Arts.

In addition to her duties, Dr. Fox played a
key role in Miami�s continuing efforts to main-
tain and enhance its position as one of the top
universities in the country.

She served as the provost�s special assis-
tant for strategic planning and as chair of a
university-wide council developing ambitious
goals to mark Miami�s bicentennial in 2009.

In 2002, Dr. Fox was named assistant vice
president of planning for Miami.

Dr. Fox has written widely about her re-
search � on 18th-century composer Carl
Philipp Emanuel Bach, a son of Johann Sebas-
tian Bach, and on music in Boston at the turn
of the last century � and other topics.

Dr. Fox is a member of professional orga-
nizations, including the Society for American
Music, formerly chairing its national fund-
raising committee. She has been a consult-
ant or examiner for the National Endowment
for the Humanities and Yale University Press
among others.

For a more detailed biography, visit the
MBC web site at www.mbc.edu, or contact the
College Relations Office at (540) 887-7009.

MBC inaugurates Dr. Pamela Fox as president

LEFT:
U.S. Army Reservist LT.
Kristen Mrazik (805th MP
Co..), VWIL �01, holds a child
while his father awaits a
wheelchair in Afghanistan.
Over 5,000 wheelchairs
have been donated by the
Wheelchair Foundation.
BELOW:
CPT Sherri Sharpe-Leek
(12th AVN BDE) and LT Kim
Primerano (15th Marine Ex-
peditionary Unit), both
1999 VWIL graduates, pose
for a picture while stationed
in Talil, Irag.

In its first appearance in New York City�s annual St. Patrick�s Day
Parade, the VWIL Corps of Cadets was ranked as one of the top
marching units out of more than 11,000 entries. Fifty of VWIL�s
140 cadets � those in the band, color guard, and officers �
made the trip. The only all-female cadet corps in the world offi-
cially represented Virginia as it marched and played down the
length of Fifth Avenue past Central Park, its trees draped in a
late-season snow, passing in front of St. Patrick�s cathedral.One
parade spectator was so impressed with the performance that
he searched the Internet for more information on the corps �
thanks to the Mary Baldwin name on the bass drum � and sent
an e-mail commending the group to the director before the pa-
rade finished.The SMA flag, carried on all official occasions by
the VWIL Color Guard, made what is believed to be its first ever
appearance in the annual New York parade.

VWIL NEWS
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Name:________________________________________ SMA Class Year:____________

Address:______________________________________ C i t y,____________________________Sta te_______

ZIP:__________________________________

Telephone: Home: (________)__________________________ Work: (________)_____________________________

E-mail:__________________________________________

Line 1:__________________________________________

Line 2:__________________________________________

Line 3:__________________________________________

Mail this order form and your check (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc./Brick PaverSMA Foundation, Inc./Brick PaverSMA Foundation, Inc./Brick PaverSMA Foundation, Inc./Brick PaverSMA Foundation, Inc./Brick Paver) to:
SMA Foundation, Inc. � Attn: SMA Walk of Honor � P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station � Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

As part of the SMA Legacy Projects, a paved brick �Walk of Honor� has been added in front of the SMA Memorial Wall. The
purchase of individually inscribed commemorative bricks is a way to not only support your association but also to honor and
recognize SMA alumni, former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes and SMA friends and supporters.
The blank bricks on the existing walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks. Each 4� x 8� brick costs $50.00
and can be purchased with a tax-deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)
Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20
characters per line). Punctuation marks count as char-
acters. If multiple bricks are being purchased, please
make copies of this form to submit orders for the ad-
ditional bricks.

Order your �Walk of Honor� bricks today!

The train stopped, but there was
nothing they could do. It was Lou
Kork and Dave Colby who died that
day in the Ryan ST. How Mr. Horvath
got Jim Carter and the PT-22 into it I
don�t know. Both Lou Kork and Dave
Colby were good friends.

All the SMA pilots went to their
funerals in Waynesboro. It was a sad
prom and graduation that year. That
summer I left SMA and joined the
U.S. Marine Corps, but returned to
graduate in 1950. The Flying Club was
still going strong, but I was on the
G.I. Bill and could not afford to fly
anymore.

From time to time I�d buy Eddie
Freeland some hours and we�d go up
in the high stressed Lycoming Sil-
varie and do snap rolls and loops for
the girls at Mary Baldwin before pa-
rade. What happened to the Flying
Club after that...I don�t know. per-
haps someone later on could pick up
the story from there. I do know that
Mr. Grimm went into real estate...sold
the airport upon which they built a
Gillette razor blade factory. And so it
goes...no more seat-of-the pants pi-
lots from the old days.�

� Jim Hamilton
Former 1st Lt., Regimental Staff

Class of 1950

We stand corrected!
� Continued from page 4 �

LETTERS
AND E-MAILS

By E-mail
March 3, 2004
    �Thanks for the personal invite,
but I will not be able to attend this
year. My wife and I will be in New
Bern, N.C. the week before visiting
my mother who is in a nursing home
there, as well as, my brother who re-
cently moved there from Atlanta.  On
our return home we will be attend-
ing my son�s change-of-command
ceremony in Washington (both he
and my daughter-in-law are 1986
graduates of the Naval Academy).

He will be taking over as Com-
manding Officer of the Navy Cer-
emonial Guard for the District of
Washington, which includes respon-
sibility for all of the Navy events at
Arlington Cemetery and the White
House, in addition to many other
Navy ceremonial requirements in the
District.  We will arrive back home
on April 3rd to rescue our doggie from
the kennel.  Tell everyone I am do-
ing fine and said HELLO!�

� George Chapman, SMA �58
Editor�s Note: Message was delivered!

By E-mail
February 12, 2004:

�Hi, Mark,
I�d like to congratulate you on your

work putting this new page on the
web site.  It�s really good, if a bit nos-
talgic for me, as I found a couple of
old close friends on it that I hadn�t
known about.

And let me personally thank you
for devoting so much time and effort
to this enterprise I know that it�s no
piece of cake to put it together.

I won�t be out there for the reunion
again this year, as I�m preparing for
a long (125mile) walking safari in
Kenya, to benefit the MS Society,
and that will dominate my spring and
summer.  (In fact, I had started a new
sculpture and have now virtually
stopped work on it.)

Hope you�re doing well, and if I get
any input for the new page I�ll send
it along.

Best regards,
Larry Perkins�

Editor�s Note: The following e-mail
came to the SMA Alumni Office and
was copied to several other alumni.
We all concur with Mr. Perkins� com-
pliments regarding Mark Orr�s work
on the SMA web site. Mr. Perkins,
SMA �51, has been an ardent sup-
porter of the SMA Alumni Associa-
tion and is responsible for sculptures
at the SMA-VWIL Museum.



LETTERS
AND E-MAILS
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By E-mail:
April 15, 2004

�I know you told me
the dates of the 2005 reun-
ion, but I miss-filed it!
I enjoyed this year�s so much that I
think I will go again in 2005. It may
also be my last year in the East be-
fore going home to Montana.  Would
you tell me again plus the location
and anything else that may have
been already decided.  By the way, I
think the dance idea was great and
hope that repeats. I vote against the
�roast� at the dinner in that many of
us didn�t know the subject and would
have rather had the time to visit.

It�s interesting what friendships
get renewed or contacts you develop
at those things.  As you know, I got
in contact with Sally Howie, who I
dated at SMA, and met Ned Bonfoey
who turned out to be the younger
brother of Kathryn Bonfoey who my
then roommate (Bob Steele) used to
date! Since he was there, Bob and
Ned met! Sally and I never got to-
gether during the reunion but ex-
changed voice mails, and we finally
staged a long telephone conversation
yesterday which spanned 45 years!
She said she�s never been to the
museum nor seen her father�s (Ma-
jor Tom Howie) DVD there, so I told
her to get to it! I mailed her the SMA
video, so perhaps that will whet her
appetite.

She told me that the Stuart Hall
reunion would also be in April, and
she may go, so perhaps they�ll over-
lap, which could be interesting.

Thanks and best wishes!�
� Bill Clary, SMA �54

By E-mail: April 2, 2004:
�If you get this email in time,

please convey my regrets to the re-
union attendees, especially those
from the Class of �59, and let them
know that I hope they have a terrific
time. Although I had planned to at-
tend and renew some very dear
acquaintences, I cannot get out of
Mississippi due to work constraints.

Sincerely hope the turnout was
large, and I look forward to the con-
solation that I will be able to read
about the reunion in the Kablegram.�

� Kelly McGavock, SMA �59

By E-mail: March 9, 2004
�My late father was Joseph L.

McGrael of Pittsburgh, a cadet at
Staunton Military Academy in the
late 1920�s and early 1930�s. He
passed away in February 1992.

I know he was proud of his years
at Staunton and valued the experi-
ence � the education he received
and the friendships he made there.
From my own childhood, I remem-
ber the photographs taken of him in
uniform as well as boxing medals
and trophies he received in recog-
nition of winning the Southatlantic
Prep Championship in his weight
class.

Following graduation, he returned
to Pittsburgh and embarked on a
sales career.  Although he worked for
several firms during his active years,
most of his time was spend in the
family business � a company that
manufactured and distributed soaps
and detergents. It, too, is long gone.

Had he survived, he would be 90
years old now, but I wonder if there
are contemporaries from those years
still in touch with the alumni asso-
ciation who may remember him.  I
would also be curious to know if any
records survive from his years in the
Academy.

With all good wishes,�
Michael L. McGrael

19505 Quesada Avenue, KK-103
Port Charlotte , Florida 33948-2155

(941) 457-4088

Peter Newell, SMA �67, sent this
photo of his reunion in February
2004 with his close SMA friend, War-
ren �John� Turner, SMA �67. The two
renewed their friendship when
Turner visited with Newell in
Sarasota, Florida. It was the first
time since their days at SMA that
the two had seen one another.

Newell reports that he spent his
career as a stockbroker and trader,
while Turner has his own trucking
business. In an e-mail to The
Kablegram, Newell said �The last
time I visited the SMA campus was
in 1981, and I took some pictures for
the memories.�

He added that he and Turner were
squad leaders in �F� Company dur-
ing their Junior School days, and
that they were �Rats� together in
1962.

Cyril B. (Butch) Aaron, SMA �57,
bought a new digital camera just
prior to the 2004 reunion. To make
sure it took good pictures, he had
himself photographed in full SMA
regalia. Seems like he did all-
right.Thanks, Butch, for the
photo...and for marketing SMA and
our Cadet Store merchandise.

Friends reunited

Looking
Back

Reconnecting with SMA

Former roommates Art Czimer and
Vince DiStefano, both from the SMA
Class of 1957, were reunited at the
1998 reunion in Staunton. Mr.
Czimer resides in Elgin, Illinois, and
Mr. DiStefano lives in Staunton.

After 41 years...

By regular mail: March  2004
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SMA Alumni Association President William J.
Kearns, SMA �74, presents a framed front
page of a special edition of �Roll Call�, the
congressional newspaper, to Colonel
Robert Wease. Colonel Wease, a Govern-
ment teacher at SMA from 1956 to 1976,
and subsequently a teacher at Fish-
burne Military School, was the subject
of a roast at the Reunion 2004 dinner.

John Hooser, SMA �73 (center) talks with
Major Thomas Vames (left), former SMA
mathematics instructor, while  Captain
Edward �Ned� Bonfoey, also a former SMA
instructor, browses through the awards on
shelves in the SMA-VWIL Museum.

Honoring Colonel Wease

Museum meeting

David Dana, SMA ��49 had the attention of Harold
�Herk� Wolfe, SMA �49 and Debra Dodge
Hutcheson, daughter of Colonel Edward

 Dodge, in a conversation just prior to the
2004 dinner. Ms. Hutcheson was the

guest of the SMA Alumni Association,
representing her father, who had

for many years attended SMA reunions.

Brocky A. Nicely, SMA �65 (left), Donald
Windley, SMA �70 (holding the flag),

Digger Swink (right) and Hunter Desper
(drummer) lead the Palmetto Sharpshooters

into Thornrose Cemetery for the traditional
wreathlaying ceremony at the grave of SMA�s

founder, Captain William H. Kable.

Stories from the past

Honor Guard
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Eugene Ehmann,
and classmate John
Harvie Martin, III,
both SMA �74, renew
their friendship on
the Hill just prior to
the 2004 VWIL-SMA
Parade on April 2.

John Toth, SMA �54
shares a moment
with SMA Alumni
Secretary Arlene
Nicely at the 2004
Reunion registration
table at the Holiday
Inn Golf and
Conference Center
in Staunton.

Buddies!

Sharing

Honoring one
of the SMA

Alumni
Association�s

founders,
�Ike�

Kivlighan,
SMA �29

SMA Alumni Association President William J. Kearns, SMA �74, Thomas E. B.
Phillips, SMA �74 (Past President and First Captain in 1974), posed April 2  with
VWIL First Captain Kennifer Kukla and Lindsay McLean, a junior who will be-
come Band Captain in the 2004-2005 year.

Two generations of command

Joseph R. Divver, SMA �54 and Rita Diver were among
the more than 150 alumni and guests attending the
Saturday evening dinner in Staunton.

SMA Alumni Association President William J. Kearns,
SMA �74 presents a plaque of recognition to Paul J.
�Ike� Kivlighan, SMA �29, for his consistent loyalty
and dedication to the SMA legacy. Mr. Kivlighan was
one of the founders of the association.

Enjoying the evening
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ALUMNUS  CLASS GUEST STATE

CYRIL B. (BUTCH) AARON 1957 Patti Aaron OH
JOHN O. ANTONELLI 1961 Joan Antonelli VA
COSMO M. BARONE 1951 Bobbie Barone PA
PETER B. BARTLETT 1963 VA
STEPHEN (STEVE) BIER 1954 NY
BRIG. GEN. MICHAEL BISSELL VWIL Jan Bissell VA
GEORGE BISSETT 1974 OH
WILLIAM K. BISSETT 1974 Tricia Garner OH
CAPT. EDWARD (NED) BONFOEY SMA Bob Ford VA
PAGE K. BONFOEY SMA Linda Ford VA
HARRY W. BRUCKNO 1962 Eileen Bruckno VA
DR. BRENDA BRYANT VWIL VA
THOMAS S. CALL 1969 VA
BRUCE R. CAREY 1968 MD
PHILLIP CARLETTI SMA Lois Carletti VA
DAVID R. CARR 1956 Sandra Carr NC
DANIEL C. CAUDY 1959 Janice Caudy IL
WILLIAM (BILL) CLARY, JR. 1954 GA
RUDOLPH COSENTINO 1944 Bernice Morrissey CA
CLAUDE (CHICK) CRAWFORD 1957 Carolyn Lantz VA
ROBERT CREEL 1974 MD
DOMINIC A. (JACK) DALBO 1968 PA
CHARLES M. (CHUCK) DANA 1969 OH
DAVID S. DANA 1949 NH
THOMAS A. DAVIS 1962 Connie Davis VA
C. R. (BUNKY) DAY 1954 VA
VINCENT F. DISTEFANO 1957 Dori Distefano VA
JOSEPH R. DIVVER 1954 Rita Divver FL
MANNY DRACAKIS 1957 Maxine Dracakis OH
GEORGE F. DUNIGAN 1964 OH
EUGENE K. EHMANN 1974 NC
PHILLIP M. FARBER 1969 PA
FRED C. FOY, JR. 1954 SC
C. WAYNE GALLIMORE 1964 SC
RICHARD H. GILBERT 1964 Susan E. Gilbert CT
KEVIN J. GORMAN 1970 Sally Gorman AR
RICHARD L. GRIMSTEAD 1962 VA
WILLIAM O. GRIMSTEAD 1964 VA
CRAIG E. HANSON 1974 MD
DANIEL F. HARIGAN, III 1964 Linda L. Harigan PA
RAY W. HEALY 1964 Carol Healy SC
LARRY HERTZBERG 1962 Angela Hertzberg NC
CHARLES R. HNILICKA 1948 Peg Hnilicka CT
JOHN W. HOOSER 1973 Haygan Hooser VA
ALBERT D. HOWELL 1941 VA
DEBRA DODGE HUTCHESON SMA VA
ROBERT L. JENKINS 1965 NY
WILLIAM J. (BILL) KEARNS 1974 Cindy Yarbrough FL

Matthew Kearns (son)
WALDO KEISTER 1952 Shirley Keister VA
ALLYN B. �BUDDY� KEYSER 1974 MD
PAUL J. �IKE� KIVLIGHAN 1929 Nita Kivlighan VA

Mary Pile VA
ANTHONY C. KORVAS 1959 Cathy Korvas FL
JULIAN S. LAKE, IV 1974 KS
COL. KIM G. LANGLEY 1969 VA
ADAM W. (BILL) LEEMAN 1950 Jeanette Leeman VA
STANLEY J. LESNIAK 1967 Patricia Lesniak PA

REUNION 2004 ATTENDEES

� Continued to page 12 �

William J. Kearns, SMA �74, SMA Alumni Association President,
presented a $20,000 check to VWIL Director Dr. Brenda Bryant
and VWIL Commandant Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell during the
2004 Reunion dinner on April 3. The check represented a down
payment on the association�s commitment to provide $50,000 in
funding for the VWIL program.

Down payment

Stuart Hall held their 2004 reunion on the same April weekend as
the SMA Alumni Association. John Harvie Martin, III, SMA �74 took
advantage of the situation to visit with Stuart Hall friends: (stand-
ing) Susan Lambert, Sybil Thurman, Susan Fletcher, Jane Page,
and Marilyn Berry and (seated) Tamsy Garst and Cathy Ferris.

Nice surroundings

The photographs in the special Reunion 2004 section
were provided by Edmund Smith, SMA �76, G. Richard

Staunch, SMA �74, and Mrs. Vickie Painter (wife of Simon
M. Painter, SMA �58). Their efforts � and the quality of

their results � are most sincerely appreciated.
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ALUMNUS  CLASS GUEST STATE

ROBERT J. LAIBLE 1957 Lorraine Laible MI
C. DAVID LITZENBURG 1958 Jo Ann Litzenburg VA
GLENN B. MACFADDEN 1969 June Thomas NC
PETER J. MAHONEY 1967 Christina Mahoney NY
ROBERT �SONNY� MAJOR 1974 VA
LAWRENCE N. MARKS 1955 Cathy Marks NC
DOUGLAS A. MARSH 1958 Paula Marsh VA

Loria Marsh VA
JOHN HARVIE MARTIN III 1974 VA
NOEL A. MCCORMACK 1970 DC
JAMES G. MCKEE 1954 AZ
JOHN J. MEISE, SR. 1972 Debbie Meise VA
ALBERT S. MERRITT 1951 Sylvia Merritt VA
CONRAD F. MIHALEK 1966 OH
TIMOTHY M. MINITER 1965 Judith Miniter MD
EDWARD H. MORSE, JR. 1959 MD
JAY NEDRY 1969 VA
BROCKY A. NICELY 1965 Arlene Nicely VA
MARY T. O�BRIEN SMA VA
JOHN NOLDE 1963 Muff Nolde VA
ALLAN B. PAINTER 1958 Vickie Audia VA
SIMON M. PAINTER, JR. 1958 Vickie Painter VA
JOHN J. PAYETTE 1950 Becky Payette VA
THOMAS E. B. PHILLIPS 1974 VA
DAVID R. POMEROY 1969 VA
NEIL J. ROGERS 1969 Rebella Rogers OH
HAL SCHWARTZ 1959 Barbara Schwartz NY
RALPH L. SEBRELL 1945 Ann W. Sebrell VA
EDMUND A. SMITH 1976 GA
STUART P. SMITH 1948 Jean Smith VA
GEORGE STANT 1959 Marnie Stant MD
G. RICHARD STAUNCH 1961 NC
DEAN W. STEVENS 1970 DC
ROBERT L. STEELE 1954 Darlene Steele KY
GEOFFREY H. STETSON 1969 Kathryn Stetson FL
WILLIAM STILLGEBAUER 1964 Susan Stillgebauer UT
DOROTHY C. THACKER SMA VA
DONALD W. TOBIN 1970 VA
JOHN TOTH 1954 AZ
THOMAS VAMES SMA Tessie Vames VA
J. COURT VAN CLIEF 1969 Tammie Van Clief VA
PETER A. VELDE 1967 Doreen Velde IN
COL. ROBERT H. WEASE SMA Mary Alice Wease VA

Timothy Wease
Allyson Wease Watkins

DR. WILFRED B. WEBB 1961 Susan Webb VA
DONALD R. WINDLEY 1970 VA
HAROLD P �HERK� WOLFE 1949 OH

REUNION 2004 ATTENDEES

� Continued from page 11 �

One of four platoons that make up the 120-member VWIL Corps
of Cadets stands tall just moments before the April 2 VWIL-SMA
Review on Kable Field.

Peter J. Mahoney, SMA �67 and Christina Mahoney take time from
their conversation with David R. Pomeroy, SMA �69, to pose for the
reunion photographer.

1974 classmates (left to right) Eugene Ehmann, Robert �Sonny�
Major and Thomas E.B. Phillips (First Captain in 1974) were three
of nine SMA �74 graduates attending the 2004 reunion.

Please note that every possible effort has been made to
correctly identify those featured in photographs displayed
in this special section. We regret any incorrect identifica-
tions or omissions. More than 350 photographs from the
reunion were made available to The Kablegram. More will
be published in the forthcoming 2004 and 2005 issues.
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Back into the Mess Hall once again!

Remembering
Captain W. H. Kable

Recognition for Tom Thank you, Mia!

Thomas A. Davis, SMA �62, SMA Alumni
Association Treasurer, accepts a plaque
from SMAAA President William J. Kearns,
SMA �74. Mr. Davis was recognized for his
many years of dedicated service.

Page �Lolo� Kable Bonfoey, great-grand-
daughter of SMA founder William H.
Kable, read Captain Kable�s obituary dur-
ing the April 3 wreathlaying ceremony at
Thornrose Cemetery. SMAAA President
William J. Kearns, SMA �74, officiated. See
page 20 for the obituary, reproduced as it
was originally published.

Mia Thompson, VWIL �04, was recognized
April 2 by the SMA Alumni Association for
her four years of consistent service to the
SMA-VWIL Museum. The presentation was
made by Brocky A. Nicely, SMA �65.

Rita Wilson, City of Staunton Council mem-
ber, poses with her friend Larry Vickers at
the Friday evening barbeque and dance.
Ms. Wilson and Mr. Vickers were guests of
SMAAA and Simon M. Painter, Jr., SMA �58

For the first time since Staunton Military
Academy closed in 1976, the Mess Hall
was opened to alumni. The occasion was
the Friday evening barbecue at 6:00 p.m.,
followed at 8:00 p.m. by a dance that fea-
tured the 1950�s and 1960�s music of Bill
Deal�s �Rhondells�. The dance continued
until midnight, interrupted only by a fire-
works display honoring the new president
of Mary Baldwin College.

Special guests
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Three-volley salute to Captain W. H. Kable

Museum visitors

1962 alumni reunited

TOP LEFT:
SMA Alumni Secretary Arlene Nicely and
C. R. �Bunky� Day, SMA �54 search for an
undisclosed item, while other alumni and
guests browse an album of photographs
donated by Anythony Korvas, SMA �57.

TOP RIGHT:
SMA Alumni Association President William
J. Kearns, SMA �74 presents SMA-VWIL
Museum Curator Bracky A. Nicely, SMA �65
with a plaque recognizing Mr. Nicely�s
many years of service to the organization
and the museum

LEFT:
The Palmetto Sharpshooters fire a three-
volley salute at Thornrose Cemetery to
honor Captain William H. Kable, founder
of Staunton Military Academy.

RIGHT:
Members of the Class of 1962 posed for a
reunion photo at the Holiday Inn Golf and
Conference Center in Staunton just prior
to the 2004 reunion dinner. Shown left to
right are Richard L. Grimstead, Harry W.
Bruckno, Angela Hertzberg, Larry
Hertsberg and Eileen Bruckno.

Plan now to attend
the 2005 SMA Reunion!

Friday and Saturday,
April 1-2, 2005

Holiday Inn Golf and
Conference Center in
Staunton, Virginia.



Memorial Wall Plaque Dedication

Daniel F. Harigan, III, SMA �64 and Linda L. Harigan joined Will-
iam Stillgebauer, SMA �64 and Susan Stillgebauer for the Satur-
day evening reunion dinner.

1964 alumni reconnect

GENERAL ALEXANDER M. PATCH, JR.
Sterling Officer and Thorough Gentleman

Lieutenant General, USMA �09, Commander of the 7th
United States Army Europe and Commander of Allied

Forced in New Caledonia and Guadalcanal.
Veteran of World War I. Believed the greatest attributes in
the character of a leader are honesty, courage of purpose

and an unselfish attitude.
Distinguished Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters.

SMA Commandant and PMS&T: 1920-1924,
1925-1928, 1932-1936

WALLACE P. �WALLY� STILTZ, SMA �39
�One of a Kind�

President of the SMA Alumni Association and the 11th
Airborne Division Association. Stepped forth to lead the

perpetuation of the SMA Alumni in trying times.
Participated in the 23 February 1945 airborne raid behind
enemy lines on the Los Banos Internment Camp on Luzon

to free 2,147 Allied prisoners of war.
Received the Purple Heart, Bronze Star and Combar

Infantryman�s Badge while serving as a Lieutenant with
the 11th Airborne Division during World War II in the South

Pacific. Family man, engineer and Red Cross volunteer.

COLONEL REUBEN E. MOODY
SMA Instructor 1918-1968, founder and advisor to the

Kablegram, head of the Mathematics Department,
Alumni Secretary, member of Staunton City School

Board, Headmaster of Terra Alta, Golf Team Coach, South
Carolina Reserve Defense Corps. A great source of
inspiration, a genial friend, a wise counselor and an

understanding teacher, a man of honor and achievement.
�Book of Reckoning...�

�In all my years at SMA I have never met a boy
I honestly did not like.�

Pictured at left, SMA Alumni Association President William
J. Kearns, SMA �74, presides at the Memorial Wall Plaque
Dedication ceremony on April 2. Brief remarks in behalf of
the plaques being dedicated were made by C. David
Litzenburg, SMA �58, Reverend Robert Goshorn and Gre-
gory Owen a George C. Marshall Scholar.
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LEFT:
Thomas A. Davis, SMA
�65, spent some time
with Greg Owen, who
helped dedicate the
Memorial Wall plaque
honoring General
Alexander Patch.

RIGHT:
Robert L. Steele, SMA

�54 and Darlene Steele
were among several

alumni and guests who
represented the SMA

Class of 1954.



OPEN LETTER TO SMA ALUMNI
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First Lieutenant Rachael L. O�Connell, Executive Officer of the 63rd CM Company, 101st Airborne Division (AASLT), a graduate of the
Virginia Women�s Institute for Leadership and a recipient of the SMA Alumni Association Scholarship, was invited to attend the 2004
reunion in Staunton and address the attendees during the Saturday evening dinner. 1LT O�Connell was unable to attend, but wrote a
letter to the SMA Alumni Association members. The letter was read to alumni by Dr. Brenda Bryant, VWIL Director.

Gentlemen of the Staunton Military Academy,
I deeply regret that I will not be with you this evening

to share the following account of my experiences since I
marched off the SMA/VWIL parade field on 18 May 2002,
but may my words enlighten you as your contributions
through the SMA Scholarship fund have enlightened my
life.

It has been almost two years since I departed the nest
with wings just strong enough to fly, yet yearning to
soarMy travels have brought me to far away lands, fight-
ing battles, winning hearts, and saving lives. I could have
never made the journey without the support of your as-
sociation and for that, I am forever indebted to
you. Your scholarship allowed me to remain a
student at Mary Baldwin College and continue
my ROTC cadetship in the VWIL program.
VWIL laid the brick path to my ongoing suc-
cess in life because of the values and leadership
skills it instills in the lives of its cadets.

More specifically, it teaches women how to
take risks and challenges; how to present them-
selves in a professional manner, with confi-
dence; how a sense of duty and the value of
honor can mold their morality; and how women
can make a difference as leaders in society to-
day. Without these skills, I would have failed in
my mission during Operation Iraqi Freedom, but before
I reveal this unforgettable moment to you, here is a brief
history.

I attended Mary Baldwin College from 21 August 1998
until 19 May 2002. I entered the VWIL program in Janu-
ary of 1998 and after my Rites of Passage as a nULL in
February 2000, I pursued every opportunity VWIL had to
offer. I held leadership positions in several cadet com-
mittees as well as MBC organizations. In addition, I held
the rank of Color Sergeant in my second year with the
program, and the rank of Platoon Captain in my third
and final year with the program.  Upon graduation from
VWIL, I immediately began my active duty service in
the United States Army as a second lieutenant assigned
to the Chemical Corps. I attended the Chemical Officer
Basic Course in Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri from 5 June
2002 until 27 November 2002.

Shortly thereafter, I arrived to the 101st Airborne Di-
vision (Air Assault) on 14 December 2002.  After spend-
ing three weeks in 20th Replacement Company impa-
tiently waiting my assignment, I finally received orders
to be the Battalion Chemical officer for the �Expect No
Mercy� 1-101 Aviation Regiment, home to twenty-four
Apache AH-64D Attack helicopters.

In the first week of February, the 101st received de-
ployment orders for Operation Enduring Freedom which

developed into Operation Iraqi Freedom one month
afterour arrival into Kuwait. I embarked on this journey
28 February 2003 lacking knowledge in the art of war,
but was soon to discover that I could surpass the inevi-
table. As a struggling Second Lieutenant, I had to over-
come the obstacles of being female in a male dominant
organization as well as being assigned to a non-popular
field. I conquered many enemies, learning all the while
many memorable lessons.

On 1 March 2003, our unit arrived to Camp Udairi,
Kuwait. Staged for a war with Iraq, we spent three weeks
at Camp Udairi, a base camp less than one hour from

Iraq�s border with Kuwait.  I was immediately
assigned the additional duty of Battalion Night
Battle Captain. Army Operations were over-
whelming to me at first, but I was forced to catch
on quickly.  After experiencing several scud mis-
sile attacks, it was our time to join the front line
troops in Iraq.  On 29 March 2003, two days af-
ter my 23rd birthday, our 150-vehicle ground
assault convoy traversed 350 miles of desert and
urban conditions to link up with our helicopters
conducting deep attack operations. The after-
math of 3rd ID�s warpath as well as the three
infantry brigades of the 101st will remain fresh
in my mind as a nightmare especially burning

enemy tanks and ADA equipment; blood strewn across
lanes of the highway; scud missiles left abandoned on
the roadside; mortar rounds impacting a few hundred
feet in front of your vehicle while you drive in a �safe�
zone; and the hundreds of starving Arab men, women,
and children clawing at you begging for sustenance in
any form. The desperation and poverty struck us, ever
altering our perceptions of life.

Desert life was abominable at first. MREs were our only
source of food and quenching thirst was impossible in
the increasingly hot weather since cold water was a luxury
we could only fantasize about for three long months. Sand-
storms ripped through our makeshift settlements leav-
ing destruction in their paths. The dust was so thick that
breathing became a most painful task. Cleanliness was
at the mercy of a few baby wipes or a one bottle of water
(if you were fortunate). In August I was blessed after five
months of no facilities, with a shower that actually had
hot, pressurized water. I could honestly say it was like
Heaven on Earth.  We did what we could prior to hiring
Iraqi citizens to build everything and anything we could
afford. It was a relief when Kellogg, Brown, and Root ar-
rived in theater bringing a DFAC and port-a-johns. I never
thought I would praise the infamous odor of these toilets,
but it was most appreciated after seven months of the

� Continued to page 18 �
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Geoffrey H. Stetson, SMA �69 and Kathryn Stetson are pictured at
the Friday evening barbeque and dance in the Mess Hall.

The Stetsons
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA �74, Past President and Chairman of
the Reunion Committee, accepts a plaque of recognition and
appreciation from William J. Kearns, SMA �74, SMAAA President.

Thanks, Tom!

Susan Fletcher, Sybil Thurman and Tamsy Garst � all
in town for the Stuart Hall reunion � joined SMA alumni
Friday night for the dance held in the Mess Hall.

Stuart Hall visitors

Fred C. Foy, Jr., SMA �54 and Rita Divver
pose for the reunion photographer. Mrs.
Divver�s husband, Joseph, graduated in
1954 with Mr. Foy. See page 10.

Stuart Smith, SMA �48 and John Nolde, SMA �63
enjoy a conversation prior to the  reunion dinner.

RIGHT:
Robert Creel, Craig E.

Hansen and Julian
Lake, all from the class
of 1974,  stopped their
reunion recollecting for

a moment to pose for
the photographer at the

Friday evening
barbeque in the former

SMA Mess Hall.
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� Continued from page 17 �

An open letter to SMA Alumni from 1LT Rachael L. O�Connell
with the satis-faction of the black clouds overhead cleared
to sunny skies and the unbearable weight of our time in
Iraq lifted off our shoulders.

Crossing that border was an extreme relief to us all, to
say the very least. I was finally able to leave it all behind
on a flight home 4 February 2004.

Today I continue to fulfill my position as the executive
officer of 63rd Chemical Company and currently we are
conducting training to prepare for our next upcoming
deployment. Maybe some of you are wondering if I have
any will to return to Iraq after spending a year fighting
for my country and for a nation that kills our soldiers
everyday. My answer is yes simply because the job has
been left undone. There is more to do and even though I
have only been home for two months, I have a call to
duty and that call is to Iraq. I often wish I were still there
fighting even today because of the brutality of terrorism
and its impact on our daily lives. I am satisfied knowing
that I will have my chance again.

Since my departure from the Corps and the experi-
ences I have encountered, I know that the lessons we
are taught from young cadets to aspiring leaders are les-
sons to be cherished and not taken for granted. I am
where I am today because of VWIL and because of your
support and as I said before, I cannot thank you enough
for that. Please let my selfless service in
defending this great nation�s freedom be my thanks to
you. God Bless all of you and God Bless America!

� 1LT Rachael L. O�Connell
Executive Officer, 63rd CM Company

101st Airborne Division (AASLT)

lingering scent of burning feces.
August was the hottest month with temperatures reach-

ing 140 degrees in some areas. To help you get a feel for
this type of heat, open the oven door when you have it
set at 350 degrees or set a hairdryer on high and blow it
in your face. It is not even a slight exaggeration of how it
felt when you walked outside and the wind was blowing.
Then in November came the rainy season.Bitter cold rain,
wind, and the mud made life difficult again, but we even-
tually learned to adapt as we did to the heat. Iraq is far
from a pleasant environment and we often wondered how
and why Iraqis dwell here.

In late April, my unit came to rest at Qayyarah West
Airfield and this is where we operated out of for the re-
mainder of the deployment. Local Iraqis often launched
107mm rockets onto the airfield as an unsuccessful at-
tempt to destroy our aircraft. The first attack was my
closest encounter with death. After the first two rockets
impacted, which I thought was a material of some sort
exploding in a fire pit at a distance, I exited the latrine I
was in to witness the third rocket impacting a few hun-
dred feet beyond our ammunition handling area just
across the flight line. With nowhere to go but back to my
living quarters, a bunker about one hundred meters away,
I began to sprint as fast as I could to safety. Within mere
seconds of my retreat, I heard the approach of the fourth
rocket in my direction. I froze and dropped to the ground
as it whistled and roared over my head, exploding two
hundred meters in front of me and about 150 feet behind
six Apaches closely positioned together.

From April until December, I fulfilled the Day Battle
Captain position controlling split operations as our unit
conducted combat missions in support of 4th ID in Kirkuk
as well as escort missions for 101 Aviation brigade in
Qayyarah West. I handled every responsibility from
launching ground assault convoy operations to air assault
operations and managed all information in and out of
our tactical operations center. In July, Division Chemi-
cal offered up interviews for platoon leaders and the ex-
ecutive officer position for 63rd Chemical Company. I
interviewed immediately and in October, I was notified
that I had been selected for executive officer of the com-
pany. In November, I attended the Iraq MTT Air Assault
School to earn my air assault wings. I never imagined
conducting rappelling operations during combat to earn
my wings. I also earned my first Army Commendation
Medal for my accomplishments as a battle captain for 1-
101 Aviation prior to my move to 63rd Chemical Com-
pany.

On 20 December, I transferred over to 63rd CM Co HQ
at Saddam�s palace in Mosul, Iraq only to move a few
weeks later to Tal Afar Airfield and join the rest of the
company since the company was conducting split opera-
tions between these two major cities. I immediately im-
mersed myself in unit movement operations to prepare
the company for our long awaited redeployment.

A few weeks after my arrival, the company as an at-
tachment to 3-320th Field Artillery departed Tal Afar and
began our movement south to Camp Arifjan, Kuwait.
Three days, 750 miles later we safely arrived in Kuwait

Michael and Kimberly Nelson ...................... Sterling VA
His grandfather graduated from SMA in 1919

Elizabeth Chns and Denise Hansen........ Baltimore, MD
Cynthia M. Gray ......................................... Staunton, VA
John Gundsbran ........................................... Cardiff, CA
Michelle Hurdle (VWIL �01) ....................... Pikesville, MD
Kristen Blair Vanwegen (VWIL �99) .... Gaithersburg, MD
Jennifer Virgne (VWIL �99) ....................... Alexandria, VA
Paola Tabar (VA Tech �04) ....................... Blacksburg, VA
Jesse Wilerel (USMMA �04) ....................... New York, NY
Jennifer (VWIL �99) and Robert Lanz ............. Norfolk, VA
Ray Geiling and Sherri McCracken (VWIL �99)
Daniel Richardson (VA Tech �04) ............ Blacksburg, VA
Ryan Edenstran (VA Tech) ...................... Blacksburg, VA
Jacqueline McGehee ...................... College Station, TX
Megan Makarenko .......................... College Station, TX
Alex Gernandt (VMI �05) ........................... Lexington, VA
Eric A. M. Corcoran (USMMA �04) ........ N. Attleboro, MA
James M. Stewart ....................................Dallastown, PA

Karen Hoyt-Stewart, William J. and Kara K. Stewart
Richard E. Hanlen .................................. Charleston, WV
Jim Cunningham (SMA �56) ........................ Elmhurst, IL
Peter S. Balcunas (SMA �65) ............. Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Richard Parson (SMA �60) ............................. Laurel, MD
Gaynelle Null .............................................. Staunton, VA

(wife of Frank Null, SMA �40)

SMA-VWIL MUSEUM VISITORS
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Out of control!
Herk and Bill

Under control!

It was never this calm!

Steve Toth and his roommate Dave
Litzenburg, both of the Class of 1958, are
clowned for the camera in 1953, their sec-
ond year in Junior School. We are not sure
who the third cadet is, but he obviously
chose to remain detached.

Looking
Back

▲

▲Eighteen years after the photo at
top left was taken, Dave Litzenburg,
SMA �58 � apparently matured and
under control � posed with Major Wil-
liam Pandak, Jo Ann Litzenburg, Colo-
nel Edward Dodge and Colonel Will-
iam C. Moon. The photo was brought
to the Litzenburgs� attention by Brocky
A. Nicely, SMA �65, during the recent
reunion in Staunton. Mrs. Litzenburg
noted that she does not wear skirts that
short anymore, and her hairdo is sub-
stantially more conservative.

Do you remember the Canteen?  This
might have been a posed public relations
photograph. We all know it was never this
calm and orderly! It was usually chaotic,
which provided �Ike� Kivlighan with more
than enough justification to toss some of
us out the door on occasion. The photo
was taken by John Deal, SMA �49.

▲
Many thanks to Anthony Korvas,

SMA �59, for providing the SMA-VWIL
Museum with a photo album.

The pictures are excellent and some
will appear in future Kablegram

�Looking Back� pages. If you have
pictures from the past, we would like
to consider them for future issues.

The Kablegram
SMA Alumni Association

P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
kablegram@sma-alumni.org

Herk Wolfe and Bill Campbell, 1949.
No explanation of what was happening
here was provided with the picture. Per-
haps Mr. Wolfe or Mr. Campbell will recall
the incident and send the details to The
Kablegram in the near future.

▲



Sweat Shirts

Golf Shirts

Baseball Caps

T-Shirts

The Cadet Store, located in
the SMA�VWIL Museum in
the former SMA Supply Room
is stocked with a variety of
memorabilia. Some of the
items available are pictured
here. To order items, use the
convenient form on this page.
The form should be mailed,
with your check enclosed, to
the address shown below.
You can also contact the
store by e-mail as shown be-
low, or call (703) 885-1309 for
information, leave a mes-
sage, and your call will be
returned.

_____ Baseball Cap $10.00 $________

Navy blue with gold �Staunton Military Academy�

_____ Baseball Cap $10.00 $________
Blue with green bill with �SMA-VWIL Museum� in gold
lettering with crossed rifles.
_____ SMA-VWIL Video $50.00 $________
_____ T-Shirt with shield $15.00 $________

Sizes M to XXL
_____ Sweatshirt (blue with gold hat shield)

M to XXL $25.00 $________
XXXL $30.00 $________

_____ Golf Shirts $30.00 $________
Blue with maze color and sleeve trim with �Staunton Military
Academy� in gold lettering now in stock. Optional lettering of
�SMA/VWIL Museum� is not a stock item and will be filled
upon request.
_____ Old Boys buckle (silver) $20.00 $________
_____ Leather Belt $15.00 $________

Sizes 28, 32, 36 and 38 available
_____ Car Window Decal $03.50 $________

�SMA Alumni�
_____ Postcards $02.00 $________
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches $02.00 $________
_____ Coffee Mugs $05.00 $________
_____ Rank Insignia $01.00 $________

S/Sgt. and PFC available
_____ Blue Boo (reprint) $10.00 $________
_____ Artist Sketch $05.00 $________
(Asphalt with South and North Barracks, Mess Hall)
_____ Artist Sketch $05.00 $________
Two available (check your choices): [1] a 17� x 7¼� sketch
of  p South Barracks  p Administration Building      p Mess
Hall  p Kable Hall  p  North Barracks   or [2]  a 14� x 9�
sketch of the p Asphalt p  Memorial Hall
p Kable Hall  p North Barracks.
_____ License Plate Holders $10.00 $_________
Black metal with �Staunton Military Academy� in white
lettering.

Shipping charges must be added:

$00.00 to $30.00 $05.95 $________

$31.00 to $70.00 $06.75 $________

$71.00 and above $07.95 $________

Total: $________

Name:______________________________________
Address:___________________________________
City:__________________________State:________
ZIP:_________  Telephone: ( ______) ___________
E-mail:_____________________________________

Cadet Store Order Form
QUAN. ITEM EACH TOTAL

Please print!
Mail to:

SMA-VWIL Museum
 P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

or FAX this order form to (540) 885-1366
or e-mail your order to

SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Belt Buckles and Shoulder Patches
(Gold belt buckle not currently available)
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The SMA Alumni Association regrets to announce the passing
of these alumni. SMAAA extends our sincere condolences.

TAPS
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Bernard J. Baumiller, III, SMA �69, died March 28, 2004
in Baltimore, Maryland. According to his sister, Helen L.
Baumiller, �Bernie had been chronically ill for years sec-
ondary to paraplegia and had recently been in the hospi-
tal.� Mr. Baumiller died in hospice care.

�Bernie truly loved his time in Staunton,� his sister
said, noting that his SMA sword would be displayed dur-
ing his funeral.

Expressions of condolence may be sent to Helen L.
Baumiller, 215 Ridge Avenue, Towson, Maryland 21286.

John R. �Jack� Lewis, SMA �46, a legendary criminal
defense lawyer in Nassau County, Long Island, New York
in the 1970�s and 1980�s, died May 8, 2004. He was 76.

Mr. Lewis, known for his masterful cross-examination
of witnesses, defended some of the most notorious crimi-
nal defendants in Nassau County history, according to
an article by Robin Topping in the Long Island newspa-
per that carried his obituary.

�He was one of the true icons in criminal law at the
time�, said Nassau County Court Judge Daniel Cotter,
who was Lewis� adversary on a case when he (Cotter) was
an assistant district attorney.

Mr. Lewis� son, John R. Lewis, Jr., an attorney him-
self, recalled that his father had been stabbed by one of
his clients during a visit with the mentally disturbed man
at the Nassau County jail.

�Here, he had been stabbed in the neck, but when the
detectives arrived at the jail, his first words to them were
that they were not to interview his client....he was a tough
guy,� his son said.

According to the newspaper article, Mr. Lewis �had an
easy way with jurors, who would routinely come up to
him after a trial for his business card. During jury selec-
tion, he would call newly empaneled jurors by their first
names, which he had memorized, so he could strike up a
quick rapport.�

Mr. Lewis was born in Brooklyn, New York. Following
graduation from SMA, he attended State University of
New York at Albany and subsequently graduated from
the Brooklyn Law School. He served as a captain in the
U.S. Army Reserve and was called up briefly to serve in
the Judge Advocate Generals office at Fort Benning.

According to Nassau County Court Judge Donald Belfi,
a close friend to Mr. Lewis for 40 years, �He was an excel-
lent trial lawyer...he was aggressive and he had a way
with jurors...and he was very well prepared when he tried
a case.�

�He was also a good friend,� Judge Belfi added, �...the
kind of guy you would want next to you in a foxhole.�

Mr. Lewis is survived by his wife, Sally, a daughter, a
sister and two grandchildren.

BERNARD J. BAUMILLER, III, SMA �69

JOHN R. �JACK� LEWIS, SMA �46

MEMORIAL WALL
PLAQUE NOMINATION

NAME OF NOMINEE:

GRADUATION YEAR OR FACULTY POSITION:

PERSON SUBMITTING NOMINATION (PLEASE PRINT)

SIGNATURE DATE

REASONS WHY THIS PERSON IS BEING NOMINATED

Nominations for Memorial Wall plaques are being ac-
cepted for the April 1, 2005 installation ceremony. Use
the form below (and extra sheets if needed) to place an
individual in nomination. The policy and rules governing
nomination and plaques are included in the Memorial
Wall Plaque Policy, available at www.sma-alumni.org or
my mail from the SMA Alumni Office. Nominations must
be received at the SMA Alumni Office not later than No-
vember 1, 2004 to be considered.



The SMA Alumni Association regrets to
announce the passing of these alumni.
SMAAA and its members extend their

sincere condolences.

TAPS
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James A. Vellano, 55, of Latham,
New York died May 29, 2004 at Al-
bany Medical Center Hospital after a
long illness. Mr. Vellano was a 1968
graduate of Staunton Military Acad-
emy in Virginia and had attended the
Junior College of Albany.

Mr. Vellano served in the Army Re-
serves from 1969 to 1975 and subse-
quently was an owner and officer of
Vellano Bros. Inc., A.J. Vel. Ltd., Anjo
Construction Ltd., Vellano Beacon
Land Development, Shaker Develop-
ment and several other entities.

A golf enthusiast, Mr. Vellano was
past president of Shaker Ridge Coun-
try Club and a member of its board
of directors. He was past president of
Northeast Subcontractor�s Associa-
tion (NESCA) and served on the
board of directors of the Water and
Sewer Distributors of America
(WASDA).

He is survived by his fiance,
Cynthia A. Applebaum and her chil-
dren, Zachary and Jordyn. Memorial
contributions may be made to the
Children�s Hospital at Albany Medi-
cal Center, 47 New Scotland Ave.,
Albany, NY 12208 in memory of
James A. Velano.

C. Fred Hachmeister Jr., SMA �51, of
Bridgeville, Pennsylvania, a history
buff and the former owner of The
Flag Factory, died May 9, 2004 from
complications of a heart attack.

Mr. Hachmeister�s small store in
Castle Shannon was always packed
with flags and banners of every size
and description. The biggest flag ever
produced by The Flag Factory was 30
feet by 60 feet and hung at the
Johnstown Flood Memorial.

Among the most memorable ban-
ners produced was a relatively small
one, about 3 feet by 5 feet, that hung
near the entrance to the office door,
beside a photograph. It had a teal
background with simple black-and-
white lettering and shapes.

It had been carried by Pam Flow-
ers, who in 1991 tried to become the
first woman to make a solo journey
to the North Pole. She intended to
leave the banner there, but had to
turn back within 24 miles of her des-
tination because of a storm.

Mr. Hachmeister grew up in Point
Breeze, attended SMA and went on
to graduate in 1955 from Lafayette

JAMES A. VELLANO, SMA �68

C. FRED HACHMEISTER, JR., SMA �51

College with a degree in psychology.
He served as an Army officer in

South Korea. Upon completing his
military service, Mr. Hachmeister
returned to Pittsburgh and went to
work for Callery Chemical Co. and
Hachmeister Inc., before starting
Adhesion Engineering Corp., a small
company in Bridgeville.

In 1985, Mr. Hachmeister opened
The Flag Factory, a company he
owned until last year.

�He found the perfect combination
of interest in flags and history,� said
Mr. Hachmeister�s son, Hugh.

�He was always happy at his busi-
ness and he didn�t mind sharing his
happiness. Whenever kids would
come into the store, he would present
them with a small American flag.�

Mr. Hachmeister also was a found-
ing director of the National Indepen-
dent Flag Dealers Association.

�He had a passion for flags,� said
Mr. Hachmeister�s wife, Lynne
Johnson.In addition to his wife and
son, Mr. Hachmeister is survived by
a daughter, Gretchen Hachmeister
Orzano, of Sharon, Connecticut;
stepchildren Scott Flinn and Kellie
Wild; and seven grandchildren.

Editor�s Note: This obituary is a
condensed version of the article pub-
lished May 11, 2004 by Nate Guidry
of the Pittsburg (PA) Post-Gazette.

Colonel Robert E. Lee, SMA �60,
died in December 2002. Following his
years at SMA, Colonel Lee attended
Washington and Lee University. He
was a veteran of Vietnam.

Joseph L. McGrael, SMA �32, of
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, died in Feb-
ruary 1992. Following graduation, Mr.
McGrael embarked on a career in
sales, subsequently establishing his
own soap and detergent manufactur-
ing and distribution business.

�I know he was proud of his years

COLONEL ROBERT E. LEE, SMA �60

JOSEPH L. McGRAEL., SMA �32

at Staunton and valued the experi-
ences � the education he received
and the friendships he made there�,
Michael L. McGrael said in writing
to the SMA Alumni Association.

Lawrence Wonder, SMA �58, of
Copley, Ohio, died in 2003. No fur-
ther information was available.

Logan Lawrence, SMA �30, died in
April 2003. No further information on
his death was available.

George F. Dalton, 87, SMA �34, of
Rosemont, Pennsylvania, a retired
U.S. Navy captain and water
conservationalist, died of complica-
tions from Alzheimer�s disease at
Bryn Mawr Terrace in March 2004.

Captain Dalton was raised in
Overbrook. Following graduation
from SMA he and his older brother,
Jack, graduated from the U.S. Naval
Academy in 1938.

During World War II, Captain
Dalton served in the North Atlantic
on sea patrols and later commanded
the destroyer USS Gridley during the
invasion of the Philippines. His
brother, a Navy flier, died in combat.

Captain Dalton�s daughter Frances
said her father spent most of his 28-
year Navy career in antisubmarine
warfare service and commanded
ships in the Artic, Atlantic and Medi-
terranean.

After retiring in 1966, he worked
in the oceanic division of General
Electric in Philadelphia. In the early
1970�s he was executive director of
the Institute for Development of Riv-
erine and Estuarine Systems, a con-
sortium of scientific and educational
institutions concerned with improv-
ing water quality. He was past chair-
man of the Delaware Valley chapter
of the Marine Technology Society.

According to his daughter, Captain
Dalton �liked debating politics with
his children and tried to undo the
�damage� from their liberal college
professors.�

Captain Dalton is survived by his
wife of 60 years, Miriam Brown
Dalton; a son, John 2nd; another
daughter, Harriet Mueller; and five
grandchildren.

Editor�s Note: This obituary was
provided by Joseph Koch, SMA �53.

LAWRENCE WONDER, SMA �58

LOGAN LAWRENCE, SMA �30

� TAPS continues on page 22 �

CAPTAIN GEORGE F. DALTON, SMA �34
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Died Late Friday Afternoon
After Brief Illness. His

Death a Bereavement to
Entire Community. Was

Principal of Staunton Mili-
tary Academy, President
Board of Aldermen, Sol-

dier, Scholar and Educator.
Funeral Sunday.

Death came suddenly to Captain
William Hartman Kable, principal of
the Staunton Military Academy and
one of the most widely known and
esteemed of the older generation of
this community, late Friday after-
noon at his home adjoining the acad-
emy. Very few were aware that Cap-
tain Kable was ill, and the sudden
news of his death came as a shock
and a bereavement to all Staunton.
The cause of his death was acute in-
digestion, the first attack of which
he suffered on rising Friday morn-
ing. He was forced to return to his
bed, and although all morning he
suffered greatly, his family was not
alarmed, but he passed away very
suddenly at about 5:30 o�clock.

Captain Kable was admired and
respected by all who knew him, and
by his friends he was beloved as a
man of high principles and ideals.
When Staunton became a first class
city, he was elected to the Board of
Aldermen, and since then has served
the city faithfully and to the best of
his ability. On H. L. Lang�s resigna-
tion a short time ago, Captain Kable
was elected president of the board,
and attended to his duties as such the
night before his death. Captain Kable
was a man of brains and of ability, a
soldier, scholar and educator. His
death is not only a loss to his school,
his relatives and friends, but to the
entire city.

Born Sept. 25, 1837, in Kabletown,
Jefferson County, Virginia, now West
Virginia, Captain Kable was the
youngest son of John and Mary Kable
of that place. At the age of 17, he be-

gan to teach, but entered the Univer-
sity of Virginia in 1857. His course
there was interrupted by the Civil
War, but he returned and received his
degrees in 1866. His war record was a
long and honorable one, as he served
with distinction in the Confederate
army. Enlisting as a private in June,
1961, Co. F, 10th Va., Cavalry, he was
elected the next year to a second lieu-
tenancy in the same command. He
was present at the capture of Harper�s
Ferry by Jackson, fought at Antie-
tam, Sharpsburg and Fredericks-
burg, and in the Rapidan campaign.
At Hanover, Pa., in the Gettysburg
campaign, he was wounded, receiv-
ing three sabre cuts, and had his
horse killed under him the same day.
He had been appointed a staff officer
with the rank of captain just prior to
this campaign, during the fighting
about Richmond. Captain Kable was
present at Gettysburg, and fought
from the Wilderness to Richmond.
He helped defend that city during the
siege, and was transferred to the staff
of Gen. W. H. F. Lee, fighting with
him at Five Forks and until the sur-
render at Appomattox, where he was
paroled.

After his graduation from the Uni-
versity of Virginia, Captain Kable was
president of the Jefferson County
Court, serving for several terms.
Records show that he never had a
case reversed by a higher court dur-
ing his entire term of office. He soon
returned to teaching, and was given
charge of the Charles Town Academy,
founded by Lord Fairfax, succeeding
to this position Hon. William L. Wil-
son, author of the famous Wilson Tar-
iff Bill. In 1884, he moved his school
to Staunton, when it became known
as the Staunton Male Academy,
changed about 1886 to the Staunton
Military Academy. From a small be-
ginning, it has become one of the larg-
est private schools in the country.

In 1871, Captain Kable married
Miss Willis Loffan Gibbs of Lynch-
burg, who died in 1888. All of his chil-
dren were by this union � TAPS continues on page 21 �

Editor�s Note:
The obituary published in �Pass In
Review� at left was re-created in its
original format from a copy of the
newspaper article provided by
Page �Lolo� Kable Bonfoey follow-
ing the April 3, 2004 wreath-laying
ceremony at Thornrose Cemetary in
Staunton. We believe it is altogether
fitting that Captain Kable, founder
of Staunton Military Academy, be
one of many to be highlighted in the
�Pass In Review� series of articles.

DEATH COMES TO CAPTAIN W. H. KABLE

James Webster Blaine Thomas,
SMA �43, PG �44, died May 10, 2003
in Midlothian, Virginia. When he
entered Staunton Military Academy
in 1938 and until his graduation in
1943, he was known as Webster Blaine
Jones. Following graduation and
prior to his post-graduate year in
1944, he was adopted by his grand-
parents and took the Thomas name.
After leaving SMA in 1944, he en-
tered the U.S. Army and rose to the
rank of First Lieutenant while sta-
tioned in Hawaii.

Following his service, Mr. Thomas
attended and graduation from the
University of Miami in Coral Gables,
Florida in 1950. He was employed for
40 years with the Kemper Insurance
Company, retiring in 1991 as Resident
Secretary and Regional Manager in
Richmond, Virginia. He is survived
by his wife of 52 years, Bernice
Noffsinger Thomas; two daughters,
Kimberlee and Tracy; and three
grandchildren.

�Throughout his life, Mr. Thomas
kept in touch with some of his SMA
classmates, most notably James A.
Kindregan, SMA �44�, according to a
family spokesperson, adding that
�they were lifelong friends and stood
as best men at each others weddings
in 1951.� Mr. Thomas and Mr.
Kindreganexchanged SMA Christ-
mas cards each year, using the card
with the Kindregan rendering of
South Barracks.

JAMES W. B. THOMAS, SMA �43 PG �44
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Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association, Incorporated
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309  �  Fax: (540) 885-1366
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  �  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. MEMBERSHIP DUES Amount enclosed: $_______________
� Dues ($50.00) will be credited for fiscal year September 1, 2003 - August 31, 2004).
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� Funds are used to maintain the office, publish newsletters, and help support the annual Reunion.
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and programs that have been developed and implemented in the memory of
Staunton Military Academy, the Corps of Cadets and staff.
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