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ThThThThThe Godfae Godfae Godfae Godfae Godfattttthhhhher Rer Rer Rer Rer Reunionseunionseunionseunionseunions
By David Dana, SMA ‘49

On July 4, 1970, three SMA friends and their wives met at David
Dana’s home in Whitefield, New Hampshire for an informal reunion.
Their impromptu get-together included David Dana, SMA ’49, Joe Perini,
SMA ’48, and Harold “Herk” Wolfe, SMA ’49.  The three “Godfathers”
had so much fun that they invited their children to the next one.  They
haven’t stopped since.  This July, the “Godfathers” will host their 39th

annual reunion at David Dana’s home.
The reunion has grown into a very large ‘family’ affair.  What

began with three couples has expanded into 77 immediate family
members, including children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.  Along the way, the original group of three
“Godfathers” grew to include Carlos Perry Allen, SMA ’48, Edward Peter Battey, SMA ’48, James De Mund, SMA
’48, and Merritt “Tim” Green, SMA ’49 along with their wives and children.

This summer, the attendees will travel thousands of miles from 13 different states and stay at the Dana
family compound, which includes a ten acre pond with a private beach and mountain trails for hiking.  All meals are
taken together, although David admits that most of the work is done now by the younger generations.  Activities

include barbecues, a
sit-down Perini
Italian Dinner,
swimming and
fishing in the pond,
and playing
volleyball.  The
festivities begin with
a “Margaritaville”
type gathering in a
cozy downtown pub,
and they conclude by
attending church
together, followed by
a pancake breakfast

on the Whitefield Common.
The SMA “Godfathers” call themselves “DAPEWGb” (the “b” is silent).

DAPEWGb is a collection of the first letter of their last names, and they are

Continued on page 5



REFLECTIONS FROM THE HILL
President ......... Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62
Vice President ... Thomas Phillips, SMA ‘74
Secretary .... Burdette W. Holmes, SMA ‘62
Treasurer ......... Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62

PERMANENT COMMITTEES
ALUMNI RELATIONS

Eugene K. Ehmann, SMA ‘74 ..... Chairman
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 .................... Member
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SCHOLARSHIPS
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Lee Lawrence ................................ Member
Craig E. Hanson, SMA ‘74 ............ Member
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Jay Nedry, SMA ‘69 ....................... Member
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John H. (Jack) Lowe, SMA ‘49 ... Chairman
Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62 .......... Member
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 ........... Member
Dominic (Jack) Dalbo, SMA ‘68 .... Member
Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell ........ Member

WORLD WAR I MONUMENT
Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62 .......... Member
John H. (Jack) Lowe, SMA ‘48 ..... Member

WEBSITE
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 ............... Webmaster
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Arlene Nicely .......... SMA Alumni Secretary

CHAPLAIN.... Richard Henderson, SMA ‘63

William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74
John C. “Jack” Hildebrand, SMA ‘72

J. Harvie Martin III, SMA ‘74
Julian S. Lake IV, SMA ‘74
Peter J. Worth, SMA ‘57

Robert W. Parker, Jr., SMA ‘67
Larry L. Atkinson, SMA ‘67

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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_____ Baseball Cap ........................................... $10.00
Navy blue with gold “Staunton Military Academy”

_____ SMA-VWIL Video ..................................... $50.00
_____ T-Shirt with shield ................................... $15.00
_____ Sizes M to XXL ........................................ $15.00

Sweatshirt (blue with gold hat shield)
_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL. ........................................................ $30.00

Sweatshirt, grey (embroidered with “Staunton
Military Academy” and crossed rifles.

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL ........................................................ $30.00

Golf Shirts, navy with embroidered “Staunton
Military Academy”and crossed rifles

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL ........................................................ $30.00

Golf Shirts, blue with maze trim on collar and
sleeve “Staunton Military Academy” in gold

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ Old Boys Buckle (silver) ......................... $20.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................... $25.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................. $25.00

(may be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Black Leather Belt ................................... $15.00

Sizes 28 and 32 only
_____ Car Window Decal .................................. $03.50

“SMA Alumni”
_____ Postcards ................................................ $02.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches .......................... $02.00
_____ Rank Insignia .......................................... $01.00

S/Sgt. and PFC available
_____ Blue Book (reprint) ................................. $10.00

Coffee Cup
_____ South Barracks in blue........................... $05.00
_____ Blue with gold shield .............................. $05.00
_____ Artist Sketch ........................................... $05.00

(Asphalt with South and North Barracks, Mess Hall)
_____ Artist Sketch (all buildings) .................... $05.00

_____ License Plate Holders ............................. $10.00
Black metal with “Staunton Military Academy” in
white lettering.

_____ License Plate Sign .................................. $10.00
White metal with “SMA ALUMNI” in blue

Charges listed below are the the United States in-country
delivery only. Shipmemts to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other
distant destinations are subject to shipper’s charges.

QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL
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Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

Two available (circle your choices): [1] a 17” x 7¼”
sketch of  or [2]  a 14” x 9” sketch.

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

Shipping charges must be added:
$00.00 to $30.00 ........................................... $008.75
$31.00 to $70.00 ........................................... $010.95
$71.00 and above ......................................... $011.95

Total:

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at www.sma-alumni.org or call
(540) 885-1309 for information, leave
a message, and your call will be re-
turned as soon as possible.

Currently, credit card orders can-
not be accepted by the Cadet Store.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

CADET STORE

This is a much reduced image of the
SMA flag that is available in SMA blue
and gold, and also available as a four-
inch by six inch mini-flag on a ball-
tipped post and base mount — per-
fect for a table or the mantle over your
fireplace.  The small flags are $10.00.

“AT EASE...”
… These are the nicest words ever spoken to me at mess.  I

look forward to saying them to you at our Saturday morning
business session in April.

Gentlemen, we are getting closer to the
2009 Reunion.  We have been informed that
the Stonewall Jackson has been sold out.  Nice
job!  This the first time I can remember that
happening so soon.  The “old boys” deserve
an “Atta Boy” for this one (or better yet, a
merit!).  This just makes me believe that the
SMA Alumni Association continues to get stronger, even with
the passing of many of our friends and classmates.

There will be an Alumni meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday
morning (April 18th) at the Stonewall Jackson.  A very large
number of “old boys” attended last year, and we need to see
you again.  Many new things must be addressed by you, the
Alumni.  Keep in mind that although the Board of Directors is
tasked by you (our Alumni) to carry on the SMA legacy, you as
individuals will be given the job of voting on our major propos-
als.  The board can lead, but you must make the major deci-
sions.  One thing I feel is important to our SMA legacy is that
we renew our “pledge” to each other and to VWIL and their
Cadets.  Do we still have that same burning desire to help them
accomplish their dreams?  Do we still have the same drive
needed to work with them and to help and influence them in the
future?  The time has come to help VWIL grow and also keep
our SMA legacy growing.  Please attend this meeting on Satur-
day; we need you there to ensure that the SMA Alumni Asso-
ciation is still a force to be reckoned with, now and in the fu-
ture.

It has been my distinct pleasure to watch the previous ef-
forts put forth by our alumni to help the VWIL cadets enjoy the
same traditions and opportunities that we experienced at the
Hill with our classmates and teammates.  Hopefully, the future
for all of us can be brighter, and the SMA legacy can continue to
grow in both Corps, SMA and VWIL.

Harry

TRUTH, DUTY, HONOR

History revisted -
Below is an ad that ran in a 1959
Kablegram.



LAND HO !
Don Campbell
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Feature Article

Some of us dream of getting away from it all… retiring
early, selling everything, buying a boat, and sailing away
on the high seas to beautiful and unusual places.  Don
Campbell, SMA ’62, has lived that dream.  This is his
story.

After graduation
from SMA, Don tried
college for a couple
of years, but found
it just wasn’t for
him; so he joined
the Navy.  He spent
the four years of his
enlistment in Naval
Aviation, logging
over 2,000 hours in
the P-3 “Orion” as a
tactical operator.
The Orion was
flown over every
ocean in the world
as one of our major
weapons in anti-
submarine warfare;
so Don saw a lot of
water, especially
the North Atlantic.  His activities were not just limited to
the “Cold War” in the North Atlantic, because the P-3 Orion
saw duty in Viet Nam, too.  Don served in ‘Nam during
“Operation Market Time” in 1968 and 1969.  In the middle
of his naval enlistment, Don married Lynda Kay Sutherland,
and they have one son, Ryan Colin Campbell, born in 1972.

When his enlistment was fulfilled, and after successfully
resisting the urge to “re-up”, Don returned to Florida
and worked as an executive with the JB Ivey Company,
as the men’s wear buyer for the Jacksonville division
(’69 – ‘73).  With a renewed interest in higher education,
he returned to school on the GI Bill.  In 1973, Don left JB
Ivey to own and operate several clothing stores (in
partnership) in Jacksonville.  Then in 1974, he and his
wife, Lynda, were divorced after seven years of marriage.

1974 was a year of many changes for Don.  He started
living onboard a sailboat he had purchased from George
Ivey (the owner of JB Ivey Company).  Later, Don married

Margaret (Peggy) Anne Wriedt of New York.  She moved
onboard, too.  Don says, “Our intentions were to find a
home to buy in the neighborhood of the Marina where
the boat was, but we loved living aboard so much we
decided to accept the lifestyle.”  Peggy and Don named

the boat
“Pegdon”.   She
was a 28' Irwin,
built in 1972, and
they logged over
10,000 nautical
miles (south
Georgia, extensive
sailing in and
around NE Florida
and around the
State of Florida,
Gulf of Mexico) in
her before trading
up to a 34'
Citation Irwin in
1977.  They
named her
“Pegdon”, also. 

By now, Don
had lef t the

clothing business and had become a licensed yacht
broker, a job that gave him time to take longer sailing
trips.  In 1981, after extensive refitting of “Pegdon” in
preparation for blue water sailing, Don and Peggy
departed Jacksonville for their first blue water
adventure.  They started by entering the Bermuda
TransAt race from Daytona Beach to Bermuda (longest
race on the East Coast at 1,000 nautical miles).  This
race was sponsored by the Halifax River Yacht Club. 
Don Gaby, club historian, said the race “nautically put
Daytona Beach on the map.”  The first TransAt sailed in
1978 and after 1979 the event returned every two years
until the final race in 1999.

Don’s comment about their first deep water adventure
gives us an insight into his romantic nature.  “Peggy and
I had actually met in Bermuda in 1967 when I was flying
out of Kindley Field with the Navy at the time.  So

Editor’s note.  Reprinted with permission of Jim Lowe, Editor of the Parish Notes,  Friedrichsburg, Texas.

Old Boys Never  Die

Jim Lowe, SMA ‘58

At the end of his farewell address to Congress in 1951, Gen. Douglas MacArthur cited the

words of an old barracks ballad:

“Old soldiers never die; they just fade away.”  And like the old soldier

of that ballad, I now close my military career and just fade away, an old soldier

who tried to do his duty as God gave him the light to see that duty.  Goodbye.

Duty was one of the three words of Dave Litzenburg’s school motto, the others being truth and

honor.  That Dave adhered to this code throughout his life will certainly be attested to by his family

and others who knew him.

News just came of Dave’s passing on Sept. 1 last year.  At Staunton Military Academy, we

were classmates, and both “old boys” – cadets who had been there longer than one year.  (At our

graduation, Dave had been at SMA since the seventh, I since the sixth grade.)

I didn’t get to know Dave well, although we both came out of the Junior School,

and in our freshman year on “The Hill”, I b elieve we roomed on the same floor

in Kable Hall.  I recall respecting Dave for what appeared to be his studious-

ness, but we had different circle of friends.  We did work together on the

committee that decorated the gymnasiums for dances, and we were both on

the newspaper staff.  But Dave, I believe, was the epitome of a “model cadet”,

while I retained a libertarian streak throughout my years at SMA.  I recall him,

though, as someone always easy to get along with.

As this is written, the morning after getting news of Dave’s passing, we’re in the midst of a winter

rain in Texas, and that brings me back to General MacArthur.  He breathed his last on April 5, 1964.

I was working in New York at the time, and after work on a day complete with April showers, I

joined a long line of people outside a small funeral chapel in Manhattan to file past his casket.  In the

steadily -moving line, I was able to pause only briefly alongside the sleeping genius.  I stood at

attention, perhaps bowed my head, and continued out the door.  The weeping weather, I thought,

was singularly appropriate.

Today, the skies are crying again, not this time for a general, but for a cadet who was true to his

alma mater to the end.  According to the alumni newsletter, of which he was editor, Dave completed

work on the June 2008 issue just weeks before his departure.

As boys at school, I doubt that the end of life was something any of us contemplated.  It is

interesting, though, how in the midst of later life, we contemplate the importance of those schooldays,

and of the men who nurture their memory and foster the continued camaraderie of alumni.  C. David

Litzenburg was among such, of whom may it ever be true that, in the fond memory of those who

knew them and others who know of them,

Old Boys never die.
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Continued on page 5
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returning to the island, where we first met, was very
special.”

From Bermuda, Don and Peggy sailed to Nova Scotia
and spent the summer sailing the coast of the Canadian
Province where Don had been born.  In the fall, they
sailed over to Boston and spent the remainder of 1981
wandering down the East Coast and over to the Gulf
Coast until after the New Year, when they returned to
Jacksonville. 

Don writes, “Realizing that we truly liked long
distance cruising, we started working on a plan for a
long break.  We set 1985 as the anticipated departure
year and started to once again make many changes to
“Pegdon”.” 

During this time (’82 – 85), Don was once again
working as a yacht broker.  They entered “Pegdon” in
the 1983 TransAt race, and prepared for the ’85 race
by sailing extensively around Florida.  In ‘85, they
entered their third TransAt race.  Don puts it nicely,
“Peggy, I believe, is the only female to have raced three
TransAt Races back to back.  Sadly it is no longer run
due to the complexity of organizing such a long race.” 
From Bermuda, they sailed again to Nova Scotia,
spending the summer of ‘85 sailing the coast. 

But getting to Nova Scotia was not so easy this time.
On their passage from Bermuda, the “Pegdon”
encountered the worst summer gale in current
memory.  It lasted for
three days with winds
exceeding hurricane
strength and seas
reported by the
Canadian Coast Guard
reaching 35'.  (The
“Pegdon” is only 34 feet
long!)  By the third day
of the storm, there
were only three boats
remaining off the Nova
Scotia Coast, and all of
them trying to enter
the port of Shelburne
... “Pegdon”, “Delilah”,
and a 65' dragger.  The
“Pegdon” was called
“The Little One” by the

Coast Guard, and once they got into the Harbor, many
people came down to see “The Little One” and tell Don
and Peggy they had prayed for them during the storm.  
According to Don, “’Delilah’ went on to circumnavigate
the world for the next seven years and never
encountered weather even close to the intensity of this
blow. ”  

In 1986, “Pegdon” was caught in yet another gale,
this time off the Northern coast of Cuba.  In January,
Don and Peggy crossed over to the Yucatan Peninsula
of Mexico, spent some time cruising that coast, and
then returned to the Dry Tortugas in late January,
encountering the storm that had caused the o-rings to
freeze on the Space Shuttle Columbia before take off. 
They were at sea fighting the gale off northern Cuba,
when she exploded. 

By now, the adventuresome couple was ready to
cross the Atlantic Ocean itself.  They put “Pegdon” on
the “hard” in Jacksonville in preparation for the Atlantic
crossing.  In early June, they departed Jacksonville,
stopping first at Bermuda and then sailing on to
Plymouth, England.  The total Atlantic crossing took
thirty-five days at sea. 

They encountered four storms.  Don says “One was
a force ten with seas reaching 40', another storm
pushed us back 60 nautical miles and during another,
we sailed 160 nautical miles in a twenty-four hour
period and only made 3 miles toward England.”  They

also enjoyed the
company of several
whales during the
crossing, one of which
actually hit the
“Pegdon”, damaging an
interior bulkhead
below the water line. 

For the next eight
years, ’86 – ’94, Don
and Peggy cruised
northern Europe,
spending five sailing
seasons above the
Arctic Circle.  They
visited England,
Belgium, Holland,
Germany, Scotland,

Land Ho! ..Continued from page 3

Richard WIGTON, III, SMA ‘54

Richard passed away on January 22, 2008 in Fairfield, CA

Additional Taps (prior to 2008-2009):

Frank E. BUSCHOR, SMA ’43, passed away on June 1,
2005

Paul J. CAREY, SMA ’40, passed away on September
25, 2007

Patrick T. COUNTS, SMA ’59, passed away on
December 30, 2002 (per brother, Tim)

William H. DENZER, SMA ’43 , passed away on July
26, 2007

Andrew N. ENNIS, SMA ’61, passed away on June 24,
2004

Arthur E. FRITSCH, SMA ’36,  passed away on
October 8, 2007

JosephJ. GRIFFIN, III, SMA ’53 , passed away
on October 2, 2006

Charles E. HUGHES, SMA ’36, passed away on
June 21, 2006

George Jester MERRITT, Jr., SMA ’59, died
on March 30, 2001 (SSDI).

Ferdinand MEYER, IV, SMA ’53, passed away
on March 22, 2005

Bill Joe NOLES, SMA ’59, passed away June 28,
2001 (per son, James)

James O’BRIEN, SMA ‘62, passed away on December
19, 1999 (per wife, Betty)

Albert J. OPPERMANN, SMA ’29 , passed away in
2001

John B. SANFORD, Jr., SMA ’33, passed away on July
15, 2005

George SCHWAB, III, SMA ’62, passed away
December 1999

John Curtis SINCLEAR, III, SMA ’58 , passed away
(per daughter, Mary Regan)

John Curtis SINCLEAR, Jr., SMA ’26 , passed away
(per granddaughter, Mary Regan)

Charles Richard WILLS, SMA ’59 , died in May 1976
(SSDI)

Holman R. WILSON, SMA ’21, passed away on May
10, 1998

Joseph A. BEVERIDGE, SMA ‘49

Joseph passed away on May 22,
2008 in Miami, FL. He qualified
for entrance to West Point in 1949.
He enlisted in the Army in 1950,
served in U.S. Army Intelligence
as 1st Lt. from 1952 to 1956 and
was honorably discharged in 1961

from the U.S. Army Reserves. In 1956, he graduated from
the University of Miami with a Bachelor’s degree in Busi-
ness Administration. During the late 50s and early 60s, he
taught Dale Carnegie classes in salesmanship and was a
32nd degree Mason and Mahi Shriner. He was an Allstate
Insurance Company agent for approximately 30 years and
was a member of the Sons of the American Revolution.
He is survived by his wife, Marion of 48 years; sons, Mark,
SMA ‘73 (Jodee) and Brett (Maria); five granddaughters,
Ashley, Lauren, Sofia, Madelyn and Rainey; sister, Jean
Lawton of Oklahoma City, OK and several nieces and
nephews. A loving husband and father who was
an outgoing person and always had a good joke
to tell to whomever he met.

Dan LaMARCHE , Jr., SMA ‘47

Dan passed away on December 14, 2008 in La
Jolla , CA, at the age of 79,  of complications
from a stroke .  After graduating from SMA ,
Dan graduated from Miami University in Ohio in
1951 followed by a stint in the Army from 1951
to 1953.  He is survived by his wife Janet Parks
LaMarche, sons Dan III and Parks.  

Robert P. SALCHLI, SMA ‘41

Robert Paul Salchli, 84, died on January 2, 2008 in Carlisle,
PA. Robert was a veteran of WWII having served with
the US Army in the Pacific Theatre during the occupation
of Saipan and was awarded the Bronze Star. He was a
1947 graduate of Gannon University. He was employed
for 43 years by the Erie Dry Goods Company-Boston Store
and the Joseph Horne Co. He was preceded in death by
his wife, Jean Weber and son Robert Carl. He is survived
by two daughters; Jean Faber and Jan Gallagher and their
families.

David Jay SCHULTZ, SMA ‘41

David passed away on February 4, 2009 in Pittsburgh, PA.
“He always looked back at his days at SMA as the most
memorable time of his life.” (Reported by nephew, John
Levine). 

taps
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Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Norway, and the Soviet
Union (with a return trip after it became Russia).

During those eight years in Europe, Don and Peggy
had so many adventures that the Kablegram cannot
even begin to tell their whole story in this issue.  But
here is a list of some tales you can ask them about at
the reunion in April…

- wandering the canals of Amsterdam at night
in order to get under a bridge that only opens at
midnight.

- paying tolls into a wooden shoe lowered by a
rope from the bridge operator

- bridge tenders giving their regards to President
Reagan

- Dutch sailboats jockeying for position to be
next to the Americans that crossed the Atlantic

- winters on the North Sea island of Foehr

- eleven crossings of the North Sea

- almost losing “Pegdon” in a gale off Cape Wrath
(Scotland)

- Keil Canal and the Baltic Sea

- Frozen into the ice over winter

- Norway, Sweden, and sailing above the arctic
circle.

There is one special story, however, that we will take
the time to tell.  After crossing through the Kiel Canal
into the Baltic Sea, Peggy and Don encountered an
American Navy Cruiser and her two escort destroyers
entering the harbor for Kiel Week, with all the formality
of cannons firing from shore, flags being raised, etc. 
Don relates “As we approached, I dipped our ensign
as is the custom when passing a warship under weigh
and not expecting them to return the salute (as is
protocol), but by darn if they didn’t do it!  Peggy, with
tears in her eyes, said she wanted to hug every one of
the sailors manning the rails.”

By late 1993, Don and Peggy had sailed for the last
time in Europe and put ‘Pegdon” on the hard in a small
village just south of the Arctic Circle where some good
Norwegian friends would look after her.  They had
logged over 40,000 nautical miles on the second
“Pegdon”, and she saw them through all sorts of

Land Ho! ..Continued from page 4

proud to point out that four of their sons are also
SMA graduates.

Although the retired “Godfathers” can visit
each other throughout the year, the annual
DAPEWGb reunion is always held on Independence
Day in New Hampshire; so that their “impoverished,
hard-working progeny get to see one another”,
according to Dave.  As a result, the progeny set the
pace now; they schedule family events, and they
prioritize vacations around the DAPEWGb reunion.
The children and grand-children have become good
friends, and many have expressed the wish that they
could have gone to SMA, too… just like their
“Godfathers”.

Godfathers...
continued from front page

Send news, articles,stories
and updates  to:

Kablegram@sma-alumni.org

September 2, 2008 by e-mail
I imagine I am late forwarding this news.  “Litz” lived three doors
from me, when I was a rat in North Barracks and a freshman.
They were all seniors.  One of his roommates, George Bender, (I
learned years later at a Bender family reunion) was my wife’s
first cousin from Fayetteville.  George went to UNC like his father
and uncles and became a pharmacist like his dad in his home-
town.  Senator Barry Goldwater gave the graduation speech in
the old gym to their class.
Before Christmas dinner of 1957, we ate the last square meal at
SMA.  Colonel Joe Taylor was in charge of the mess hall.  Lucky
for me, we never had a paddle.  The next year, C Company was
moved into South Barracks.

- Dick Staunch, SMA ‘61

November 23, 2008 by e-mail
Gentlemen,

The message board has had some talk of getting the Howie
Rifles alum together and putting on a show at the reunion.  Could
you guys send out an email to known Howies, if they would be
interested in helping out with this.  Also any ex-band members
to form a Drum & Bugle Corps to go along with the Howies.

Burdette, could you get this into the Kablegram’s next issue,
and have anyone interested to send their contact information to
the alumni office?

AMA has done this for the last three years, and there is no
reason that we can’t.  I would think that VWIL would help out
with the rifles and band equipment.  Tom or Harry, could you
check this out with Gen. Bissel?

There seems to be several old band members who post on
the message board that are interested.  MAYBE!!  All the help
you old boys could give would be appreciated.
TDH,
- John Nolde, SMA ‘63

Editor’s note.  You can find the SMA message board at http://
sma-aa.proboards82.com.

January 18, 2009, by e-mail

I am wondering about the where-a-bouts of several of my friends,
while I was at SMA and would love hearing about what they are
up to.  My roommate, Francis “Sam” Rossini, from Pennsylva-
nia, Mark Lederman, from New York, and Ronald Klein from
Massachusetts do not appear on the missing list of the ’59 class.
If you could fill me in on these guys, I would appreciate it.  Un-
fortunately, I will not be able to attend the April reunion.

- Michael A.
Meyers, SMA ‘59

Editor’s note: Mark Orr, SMA ’73, our SMA  webmaster, forwarded
this e-mail to the Class of 1959 Reunion Czar, Kelly McGavock.

letters to the editor

December 25, 2008, by e-mail

Hello, here is a bit of news from Panama City, Panama that you
may find interesting.  We’re having Presidential elections in May,
2009, and the candidate heading the polls by 10% is a graduate
from SMA, Ricardo Martinelli, who graduated in the early 1970’s.
He attended SMA with his younger brother, Mario.  BTW, I am a
graduate from August Military Academy as was acquainted with
both Ricardo and his brother, Mario.
Best regards,
- Duncan Wong, AMA ‘52

Editor’s Note: We contacted Ricardo and asked him for some
biographical information.   His response is printed below.

December 30, 2008, by e-mail

Gentlemen,
I have been blessed in my life and have achieved many suc-
cesses, but I decided to run for President, because I feel that the
country needs a change.  It is very easy to sit on the sidelines and
criticize the political class, but that doesn’t improve the country
or change anything.  It is much harder to become involved and
try to change the system.  Panama, like many countries in Latin
America, suffers from great inequality from lack of opportuni-
ties.  My eldest son decided to stay in the U.S., after graduating
from Georgetown, because he felt that there weren’t opportuni-
ties for him in Panama.  That is when I first thought of the idea of
running for President.  Later, as I visited the poorest areas of
Panama, my commitment grew even more. Things have to change,
they cannot stay the same, or we will suffer the fate of other
countries like Venezuela and Ecuador.
I cherish my memories of my time at Staunton.  I made friends
that have lasted a lifetime and learned honor and discipline, as
fundamentals of personal character.

- Ricardo Martinnelli

Editor’s Note: This message was sent to us by Frank de Lima, on
behalf of Ricardo, who is quite busy now, campaigning for the
Presidency of Panama.
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E-mail letters to
Kablegram@sma-alumni.org

weather conditions thrown at her.  Several years ago,
due to a back injury Don suffered in a young gale off
Portree, Scotland (that has gotten worse with age),
they made the difficult decision to sell “Pegdon”.  She
is now home ported in Tromso, Norway, the northern
most city in the world.  Don says “I know she’s happy
there, as we always enjoyed our times together in
Tromso.  I miss her everyday and it’s a rare night that
I don’t dream about sailing after twenty years
onboard.” 

Incidentally, Don’s SMA officer’s sword (from his days
as the Corps Adjutant Officer) is hanging on a wall in a
Norwegian friend’s summer home on the coast of
Norway.  The sword had sailed all of those 40,000
nautical miles mounted on the bulkhead in the main
cabin along with Don’s two hundred year old family
sword.

Editor’s note.  Like most, I took the conventional route
of following a career instead of following my dreams.  I
envy Don and Peggy for the chance they took and the
rewards they reaped.
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Please make your check payable to
“SMA Alumni Association”

 and mail this form and your check to
SMA Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958 Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958

PLEASE PRINT!
LAST NAME:________________________________________

FIRST NAME: _________________MIDDLE INITIAL: ________

SMA YEAR: ___________

ADDRESS:_________________________________________

CITY:______________________________________________

STATE: _______ ZIP: _____________

TEL: (         ) _____________________

EMAIL: ____________________________________________

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER

SPOUSE’S NAME: ____________________________________

GUEST’S NAME: ______________________________________

GUEST’S NAME: ______________________________________

CHILD’S NAME: ______________________________________

CHILD’S NAME: ______________________________________

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION

Please take the time NOW to complete your registration form and
mail it, with your check, to the SMA Alumni Association. By doing
to,you will help us plan more effectively for a successful reunion in
2009.

_____ ADULTS (Weekend) x $100.00/person .......... $ ________

_____ ADULTS (Friday) x $60.00/person ................. $ ________

_____ ADULTS (Saturday) x $60.00/person ............. $ ________

_____ TEENAGER (Weekend) x $70.00/person ...... $ ________

_____ TEENAGER (Friday) x $30.00/person ............ $ ________

_____ TEENAGER (Saturday) x $30.00/person ....... $ ________

_____ 12 and UNDER (Weekend) x $35.00/child .... $ ________

_____ 12 and UNDER (Friday) x $15.00/child ......... $ ________

_____ 12 and UNDER (Saturday) x $20.00/child ..... $ ________

....................................................... TOTAL COST:    $ ________

SMA 2009 REUNION
ADVANCE REGISTRATION

FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 2009
All activities will be held at the Mary Baldwin College.

9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. .............. Board of Directors meeting
........................................................... SMA-VWIL Museum

11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. .......... Registration (SMA Mess Hall)
There will be no registration at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel

on Friday, April 17. Late registration will be held at the
Stonewall Jackson Hotel from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and

5:00  to 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 18.
12:00 to 6:00 p.m. ...................... SMA-VWIL Museum open
4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. ........................... SMA-VWIL Parade
SMA alumni will form on the asphalt at 3:30 p.m. and follow

the VWIL Corps of Cadets onto Kable Field
5:15 to 6:00 p.m. ...................... Memorial Wall Presentation
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. .......................... Reception and Barbecue

Buffet-style Barbecue Menu
Smoked Pork (with barbecue sauce on the side)

Grilled Breast of Chicken (barbecue sauce on the side)
Prime Rib • Baked Beans • Macaroni and Cheese

Potato Salad • Sandwich Rolls • Fresh Baked Yeast Rolls
Cole Slaw • Assorted Desserts • Iced Tea • Coffee

SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 2009
Stonewall Jackson Hotel • Staunton, Virginia

9:00 to 11:00 a.m. ...................Annual Membership Meeting
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. ........................ Women’s Group Meeting
The women’s group will gather in a separate meeting room at
the Stonewall Jackson Hotel. Refreshments will be provided.
11:00 to 11:30 a.m. .................... Board of Directors Meeting
11:00 a.m. to  5:00 p.m. .............. SMA-VWIL Museum open

Free time for alumni and guests. Optional events may be
scheduled and will be announced later.

5:30 p.m. .............................. Banquet Reception (cash bar)
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. ..........................  Annual Alumni Banquet

— Buffet Dinner —
Garden Salad with a selection of toppings and dressings

Rolls and Sweet Butter
Freshly Brewed Coffee and Iced Tea

Entreés include Seared Salmon Medallions in Chardonnay
Sauce — Beef Tips Burgundy and Chicken Breast Hunter

Style —  Accompanyments: Chive Mashed Potatoes,
Southern Style Green Beans and Fresh Fruit Bowl.

Chef’s Selected Desserts
9:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. ........................................ Dancing
9:30 p.m. .................................................... Nostalgia Time

A special conversation area outside the ballroom will be
available until 11:30 p.m. The nearby lounge will be open.
Make plans for dancing at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel after

the banquet on Saturday, courtesy of the Class or 1969

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2009
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. ....................... SMA-VWIL Museum open

SMA 2009 REUNION
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

In August 2008, I co-led my first trip. I guided a team
of six to Nicaragua to visit
several orphanages.  I felt right
at home with toddlers clinging to
every appendage. I also met high
school students who had been in
the orphanage since they were
infants. They had grown to be
strong, intelligent, loving young
adults, a true testament to their
caregivers.
My travels have allowed me to
see the world from a unique
perspective.  I am never an
outsider merely exploring a
country through a digital lens. I
get to absorb various cultures
through the eyes of their most vulnerable members. I
cannot wait to see where I will land next!
Jennifer Vergne Formugas ’99 is pictured here with a few of the
orphans she worked with in Ethiopia. Formugas has also visited
orphanages in China and Nicaragua.

Aimee Herrera Kozick, VWIL ’99 (International
Relations)
We relocated our family of four from the Washington
DC area to just outside London in August 2008. My
husband is a diplomat with the U.S. Department of
State, and we are just beginning a three year tour. Our

 

VWIL        NEWS
boys, Jayson and Christian, are just three-and-a-half

and 14 months, so we haven’t
been able to be tourists just yet,
but they’ve been warned that I
will take their pictures in front
of very famous places for all to
see.  Hopefully they’ll appreci-
ate it later.

Jennifer Lordan Milby ’99
(Biology)
In August 2007, I married
Chris Milby and we traveled to
Rangiroa, Tahiti for our honey-
moon.  Rangiroa is the second
largest natural coral atoll in the
world — it is a volcano filled

with water, leaving a small strip of circular land. We
traveled to a local village, went dolphin watching, and
visited a pearl farm. Before the wedding, we both
became certified divers, which allowed us to dive in the
coral ledge and in what locals call the “nursery.” We
saw baby and grown sharks, sea turtles, and all kinds of
fish.

Editor’s Note: Reprinted from the VWIL website:
www.mbc.edu/vwil.

Continued on page 16
—15 —

January 27, 2009 by letter
Dear Friends,

In the fourth quarter ’08 Kablegram, which arrived yesterday, I learned of Dave Litzenburg’s untimely departure.  The
news was deeply saddening.

There’s only one other SMA alumnus on the mailing list for Parish Notes, but I felt compelled to share thoughts of Dave
and The Hill with all in the next issue, which will be that for March.  I’ll forward a copy, when printed, probably toward
the end of next month.

In addition to the straightforward obit on a different page, today I penned the following for inclusion in that issue, and
send it along in case it’s of use to anyone assembling tributes to Dave.

Best Wishes,
-  Jim Lowe, SMA ‘58

Editor’s note:  Jim’s essay, “Old Boys Never Die”, is reproduced in the Kablegram (see page 18) immediately after the
TAPS section.  Thank you, Jim.

letter to the editor
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Look Who’s Coming to the 50th
Digging through a very old Yearbook, we were able to find some pictures and comments from some of the “Old Boys” planning to attend
their 50th reunion this April.  Here are their pictures and a short insight into their thoughts back in 1959.

David Gary Anderson, “Gary”

Didn’t like academy’s restrictions…
Liked all subjects except Algebra…
Liked to go to the movies, while on leave…
Planned to attend the Air Force Academy.

Nicholas Thomas Arshinkoff, “Nick”

Loved to play football…
Detested sweep details and drill…
Algebra was best liked subject…
Planned to enter Air Force Academy.

G. Kenton Barnett, “Ken”

Liked to take things easy…
Enjoyed playing football…
Best liked subject was Trigonometry…
Did not care much for Government…
Plans included University of Kentucky.

Charles May Burns, “Charlie”

Proud to be from North Carolina…
Liked to play basketball…
Liked History, but not English…
On leave, often went to the movies…
Couldn’t get used to the military…
Planned to attend University of North Carolina.

History of VWIL
Development of the VWIL program began in 1993, at the request of the Commonwealth of Virginia, when the single-sex

status of nearby Virginia Military Institute faced legal challenge. To maintain a diversity of options within the higher education

system of Virginia, the state proposed that single-sex leadership programs, with opportunity for commissioning into the military,

be offered at Mary Baldwin College and at VMI, while a co-educational opportunity be continued at Virginia Tech. Seed

funding to design the program was provided by the VMI Foundation.   

Mary Baldwin, already known for its success in developing innovative academic programs, created a faculty task force to

draw on the latest research as well as their own experience in teaching young women. Dr. Brenda Bryant took the helm as

director of the program and welcomed the first class of 42 students on August 22, 1995. Having acted as the first commandant

since 1995, Brigadier General Michael Bissell joined the staff as full-time commandant of cadets in 1999. 

In March 1996, the VWIL Corps of Cadets presented its first public parade, using recorded music. Since then the corps has

grown to its current size of approximately 125 and now includes a marching band unit, a staff, a color guard, four rifle platoons,

and an honor guard. It has marched in the inaugural parades of two Virginia governors. In March 2004, VWIL marched in the

New York City St. Patrick’s Day parade for the first time and took home second place among all marching units.

The VWIL color guard is in demand for ceremonial occasions throughout the region, and has presented colors at many

nationally significant events, including presenting for President George W. Bush and his cabinet at the Ronald Regan Trade

Center in Washington, D.C. The VWIL drill team, Howie Rifles, is named for the elite unit that was established by the Staunton

Military Academy and is but one way that the corps carries on the legacy of the cadets that once marched on these parade

grounds. 

Over the years the Corps has welcomed many distinguished visitors and honored guests such as U.S. Senator George Allen,

Virginia Governor James Gilmore, Virginia Congressman Robert Goodlatte, General Binniford Peay (former Army Vice Chief

of Staff), General John Jumper (former Air Force Chief of Staff), J.R. Sculley (former Assistant Secretary of the Army), and

Colonel Nancy Currie (astronaut).

Editor’s Note: Reprinted from the VWIL website: www.mbc.edu/vwil.

Jennifer Vergne Formagus, VWIL ’99 (Political Science)
When it comes to advocating for orphans, I have always said that I wanted to do more than simply write a check. In July
2005, I made my first trip abroad to visit orphans. I traveled to China to work in an orphanage with several hundred chil-
dren. I quickly learned to see past the rows of nameless faces and focus on the individual children. I was hooked.  In June
2006, I traveled to Ethiopia to spend time in several orphanages. Mother Teresa’s homes were the most humbling. One
home cared for more than 700 children infected with HIV. The very sight of these children and their caregivers was so awe-
inspiring; I believe that visiting could arouse even the most unfeeling heart. I truly learned what it means to love uncondition-
ally and care for fellow human beings.

An Alumni Story

VWIL        NEWS

Continued on page 15
—14—

Continued on next page



—8—

reunion news
Clayton Brasington Burns, “Clayton”

Liked French…
Outstanding in athletics…
Didn’t care for military…
On leave, liked the movies or listening
to records…
Planned to attend University of North Carolina

Samuel Mark Camp, “Sammy”

Didn’t care much for military life…
Ideal at SMA was Colonel Webb…
Liked History, but not Government…
Could be counted on to have the latest records.

Tilden Monroe Counts, “Tim”

Favorite subject was Spanish…
Planned to enter the University of Miami.

Maurice H. Davidson, “Moe”

Eating was his favorite pastime…
Did not like Biology…
Liked Physics and Trigonometry…
Enjoyed swimming…
Planned to enter Boston College.

Clifton Pershing Dunnegan, “Gus”

Liked Geometry, but not Military Science…
Liked football…
On leave, liked watching ALL the girls…
Ideal was Lieutenant Wease…
Planned to attend Air Force Academy.

William Wayt Gibbs, “Wayt”

Thought the Corps should have more privileges…
Liked Physics and Fairfax Hall…
Favorite sport was tennis…
Ideal on The Hill was Colonel Pitcher…
Planned to attend Massachusetts Institute
of Technology.

John Ellison Graham, “Johnny”

Always liked SMA athletic facilities…
Could not stand Saturday inspections…
Liked to shoot the bull, whenever possible…
Least liked subject was Government…
Planned to enter Wake Forest.

John Alexander Grybko, “Tiger”

F Company Commander
One of the few four-years boys at SMA…
Enjoyed taking it easy…
Liked Colonel Brown’s Chemistry class tremendously…
Hated French…
Favorite sport was swimming…
Planned to enter Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

Harry Arch Hulvey, “Horse”

One of the fortunate: a day student at SMA…
Favorite subject was English…
Didn’t care too much for Government…
Could often be found playing sports…
Planned to enter the military.

Albert Kelly McGavock, “Spider”

Another fortunate one: a day student at SMA…
Track was his favorite sport…
Liked English, but not Solid Geometry…
Ideal at SMA was Lieutenant Wease…
Planned to attend Western Maryland
University.

Allen Shelton Minter, “Al”

Was anti-militaristic…
Enjoyed shooting the breeze with the boys…
Favorite sport was football…
Major McCue was his ideal at SMA…
Undecided about his future.

Edward Hyde Morse, “Ed”

Corps Band Commander…
Thought SMA provided good schooling…
Liked working with the Blue Knights…
Enjoyed playing golf…
Planned to attend College of Wooster.

Continued from page 7

The barracks of the Staunton Military Academy
are, without exception, the largest and handsomest quar-
ters for cadets in the Southern States.  The building is
strictly West-Point in style; 170 feet by 145 feet, having a
quadrangular court of 115 feet by 75 feet.  There are 116
bedrooms, 12 class-rooms, chemical and physical labo-
ratories, boiler-rooms, library, assembly-room of 2,000
square feet floor space, gymnasium of the same dimen-
sions, numerous toilet-rooms, bath-rooms containing thirty
showers, with an adjoining swimming pool of 625 square
feet, of graduated depth.  The
material and workmanship used
in erection are no less a source
of pride to us than the beautiful
plan of construction.  We be-
lieve there is nothing that could
be improved upon for strength
or for beauty.  We might say
that practically the only build-
ing materials used in construc-
tion are steel and stone, thus
making it absolutely fireproof,
except as to the floors, every
square inch of which, galleries
included, is maple hard wood; and should a floor ever
catch fire, only the very small area of one room could
burn at a time, as each room is separated from the ad-
joining ones by ten-inch stone walls.  As still another safe-
guard, and a very admirable one, the door of every room
in the building opens on the broad galleries for each floor.
These galleries are twelve feet wide, supported by huge
columns of concrete, and as a guard against accidents,
there extends all along the edge an iron railing four feet
high.  There are numerous stairways leading from the gal-
leries to the court, each protected by iron railings.

A word should be said in regard to this interior
court, which is called, from its shape, the “quadrangle.”
We consider this feature of construction one of the most
practical and admirable of our whole plan.  This court has
8,250 square feet of area, which is covered with six inches
of concrete, and this, in turn, with a coat of Portland ce-
ment, giving a smooth, solid pavement, equal to any that

images of the past
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can be made.  All formations in severe weather are com-
pletely cut off, and as twelve feet all around the court are
under the galleries, we can thus enable our boys to avoid
exposure, either over head or under foot.  At night this
court is lighted by a 1200-candle-power electric arc, which
is suspended just over the centre.

As to provision made for the comforts of cadets,
in their quarters there are toilet-rooms on each floor; these
toilets are equipped with the latest improved sanitary fit-

tings, and each room has a til-
ing floor.  The building is heated
by steam from two 80-horse-
power boilers, and in addition
to this, there is a 60-horse-
power boiler for the showers
and swimming pool.  Light is
furnished by gas and electric-
ity.  Each room is neatly pa-
pered, and the steel ceilings
(there being no other kind in the
building) are elegantly painted
by the best decorators that
could be employed.

These details, hastily
given as they are, describe what we believe to be the
handsomest and best equipped school building for boys
to be found in this country.  And we are justified in this
claim by the unanimous praise of two hundred and fifty
cadets who have been living in it for nine months, and by
the favorable comment of every visitor to the institution
this year.

Very natural it is for Captain Kable to be proud
of what he has accomplished; few men there are in this
day who can turn from the past for a model of excellence
and look forward to posterity to levy a tribute of admira-
tion.  All praise to him to whom praise is due.

Note: This article and picture appeared in the 1906
SMA yearbook. The writer is unknown, but is presumed
to be a cadet that survived the SMA fire of 1904 and
lived in the first year of existence in what became to
be known as South Barracks.
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Continued from page 8

Sam Potter, “Sam”

One-year man at SMA…
Liked Spanish, but not Physics…
Hated the routine, but loved the sports at
SMA…
Hoped to enter the Naval Academy.

John Jefferson Pyne, “Pine”

Enjoyed liberal Math, but not Biology…
Ideals were coaches McCue and Pandak…
Undecided about college.

John Lewis Sapp, “Lou”

Corps Commander…
Thought SMA should have “Rat Rules”…
Favorite subject was Physics…
Often listened to music on free time…
Liked to swim…
Ideals at SMA were Lieutenant Case and
Colonel James…

Planned to attend Naval Academy.

Steven Erwin Zager, “Steve”

Proud of North Carolina…
Didn’t like regimentation at SMA…
Liked Biology, but not English…
A fine diver…
Ideal at SMA was Major Dodge…
Planned to attend University of Miami.

Frederick Charles Zeuch, “Rick”

One of the most military men…
Favorite subject was Trigonometry, but
disliked Spanish…
Disliked marching on cold days…
Ideal at SMA was Colonel James…
Planned to attend Northwestern University.

reunion news
Update on the Missing Alumni from

the Class of ’59

Last December, we ran an article listing the “missing”
members of the class of 1959, and the response has
been outstanding.  Fourteen “missing” graduates have
been located, alive and well all over the United States.
While most of the class members have been found,
there are still 18 that are “missing” from our rolls.  Kelly
McGavock, the class coordinator for the reunion, has
asked for your continued help in locating the remaining
old boys listed below.  If anyone knows the where-
abouts of any of the following alumni from the Class of
1959, please contact Kelly at (228) 832-8847 or by
email at kelly_mcg2001@yahoo.com.  The new,
shorter list of missing ’59 alumni includes:
 
     G. Powell Adams
     John Quincy Adams
     Archibald T. Argyris
     Juan R. Bernal
     William T. Boyd
     Constancio T. Casteneda
     Roger W. Crews
     Richard T. Marsh
     Stanley F. Mulcock
     William W. Peck, III
     Edward Lee “Big Ed” Plummer
     Pasco Carman Scalleat
     Otis A. Schilling, Jr.
     Raul J. Segovia
     Howard Malcolm Sherman
     Steven Simon Spigel
     Ramiro J. Troconiz
     Julio Arturo Vengoechea
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news and notes

take the time to send us some information about you.  Write it short or write it long, but write it, and send it to the SMA Alumni
Association or e-mail it to SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org.  All submissions are collected and displayed in binders in order of graduation
year.

VWIL Website.
The Virginia Women’s Institute of Leadership operates their own website; you can find it at www.mbc.edu/vwil//.  Much
like our website, it is a treasure house of interesting information about VWIL’s history, its current students, and of course,
their alumnae.  For example, the first graduating class from VWIL (1999) celebrates its tenth anniversary this year!  Several
graduates of that first class are highlighted in this issue of the Kablegram, reprinted with permission, courtesy of “The
Leader”, VWIL’s own publication.

SMA Message Board.
My apologies to Mark Orr, the SMA Webmaster.  The Kablegram printed the wrong website address (URL) for the SMA
Message Board not once, but twice.  So, to set the record straight, here is the correct URL: sma-aa.proboards82.com.
Just to make sure, here it is again…

Sma-aa.proboards82.com

Give it a try.  The SMA Message Board has been online for nine months now, and there are over 180 Old Boys signed up
and sharing their SMA stories and getting connected with SMA classmates and friends.
  Registration is easy, and you will be surprised at how much fun it is.

Our Barracks
Researched by Greg Robertson

On a raw, chilly morning in November, 1904, while standing midst the ruins wrought by a disastrous fire on his cher-
ished school the night before, Captain Kable was addressed by an on-looker with the following remark:  “Well, Captain,
you’ve lost everything you had, what are you going to do now?”  “What am I going to do?,” replied the Captain, as he gazed
into the ashes of all that had been but yesterday.  “What am I going to do?  Why, my dear sir, I’m going to find it again where
I lost it.”  These prophetic words proved but the key-note that bespoke the great success which has since that day been
realized.  Rome had her fire’; Kable School had hers, and each rose from its ashes all the grander for the terrible disaster it had
suffered.  On the 21st of November, 1904, our buildings were burned to the ground, and as soon as the bitter cold had
moderated sufficiently, ground was broken for the magnificent new barracks which were to stand as a fitting monument to what
faith and indomitable pluck can accomplish.  On the 18th of March, 1905, the first stone was laid, and on the 20th day of the
following September the building was completed and ready for occupancy, and that, despite numerous predictions of the
multitude that to accomplish such a thing in that length of time was both Utopian and ridiculous.  All of which goes to show that
there are thousands of people in the world today who have yet to realize that this is an age in which gigantic things are done,
done now, and done well, too.  However, it is none the less wonderful when we consider the magnitude of what really was
accomplished in so short a time.

images of the past

Continued on next page

Continued from page 11
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sma alumni -- then and now
Mark R. Dougherty, SMA ‘72

Then:
Mark attended SMA for three years, graduating in 1972.  In his first year, he was originally assigned to C Company in South Barracks, but in mid-
year took an assignment to HQ in the Armory.  As a Junior, he rose to the rank of Sergeant First Class in HQ and the Armory, and as a Senior, he
was assigned to the Brigade Staff as S4 with the rank of Captain.  Mark also played JV Football and intramural sports.

Now:
After graduating from SMA, Mark went to UNCC for a year, and then received an A.A.S. degree from Northern Virginia Commonwealth College
in 1976.  He received his B.S. in Administation of Justice from American University in 1978 and went to work for the U.S. FAA Airport Police at
Washington National (now Reagan) and Dulles International airports.  In 1979, he transferred to the U.S. Customs Service where he did tours
of duty in El Paso, Texas, New Orleans, Louisiana, Bermuda, and Houston, Texas.  Mark is currently a Supply Chain Security Specialist with the
C-TPAT Houston Field Office.

He is married for 27 years to Elisa V. Dougherty of San Pedro, Belize, C.A., who is retired from Continental Airlines after 24 years of service.  Elisa
and Mark have two daughters and three grand-children.

G. Edward Gauss, Jr., SMA ‘50

Then:
Private, Company “B” (I); Corporal, Company “B” (II); Varsity Tennis, (I, II); JV Basketball (I); Varsity Basketball (II);
Intramural Sports (I, II); Monogram Club (I, II); Hunting Club (II); Decorating Committee (II).

Known as “Eddie”; planned to attend the University of North Carolina

Now:
Upon graduation from SMA, Eddie attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and graduated in 1954
with a BS in Business Administration as well as a commission as a 2nd Lieutenant in the United States Air Force.  He

spent three years of active duty “washing out of flight school” and then going to procurement school at Warren AFB in Cheyenne, Wyoming.
He was stationed at Wright Patterson AFB, as a Contracting Officer until discharged as a Captain in the USAF Reserves.

After leaving the Air Force, Eddie utilized his military procurement experience by going to Litton Industries, and after a few years, moved on to
Corning Glass Works (Electronics Division), as a Senior Sales Engineer.  His territory covered the entire Southeast of the United States.  After
a few more years, Eddie went into the family business, G. E. Gauss Co., a whisky and wine brokerage firm.  Upon retirement, some 30 years later,
Eddie and his eldest son, Tav, created a new personnel business, Active Staffing, Inc., which Tav still operates.

Eddie has been married to his wife, Betty Jean, for 25 years.  He has three sons: Tav, Harry, and Christopher from a previous marriage.  Betty Jean
is the mother to three daughters and a son from a previous marriage.

Eddie has been a member of the Jaycees, Crime Stoppers, and the Rotary Club, which awarded him the Paul Harris award, the highest award
Rotary bestows.  He has also been active in Saint Timothy’s Episcopal Church, having been Senior Warden five times, a scout leader, and
having every job in the church with the exception of acolyte and usher.

In his retirement, Eddie and Betty Jean travel extensively in the U.S. and abroad, from the Arctic to the Antarctic.  They especially enjoy their
summer home in Morehead City, North Carolina, with visits from their 13 grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren.

Russell S. Penniman, SMA ‘75

Then:
D Company Captain; Rifle Team; JV Tennis; Superintendent’s Ribbon; Headmaster’s Ribbon; Military Ribbon;
Commandant’s Ribbon; Merit Ribbon; American Legion Medal for Military Excellence; Expert Rifleman

Now:
Rear Admiral Penniman graduated from the United States Naval Academy in May of 1979, and was designated a
Naval aviator in September of 1981.

Following an instructor pilot tour with Training Squadron 24 in the A-4 “Skyhawk”, Penniman reported to Fighter
Squadron (VF) 124 for training in the F-14A “Tomcat”. He was subsequently assigned to VF-211, and deployed twice aboard USS Kitty

then and now
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Walter “Raynald” Williams, SMA ‘59

Then:
Private in Company B 3; Sergeant Company B 4; Commandant’s Ribbon 3, 4; Intramural Sports 3, 4;
Howie Rifles 4.

Proud to be in “Bravo” Company… didn’t like Colonel James’ physics class… had a love for philoso-
phy… liked to relax and go to the movies during leave time… Captain Stacy his ideal at SMA…
didn’t like reveille, but loved taps… plans to go to Louisiana State University.

Now:

After leaving SMA, I joined the U.S. Army.  After completing my military service, I attended University of southern Missis-
sippi and received a degree in Industrial Management in 1965.  I then joined the family business, William Molasses Com-
pany.  The business was closed in 1971, and I went to work for a tow boat company on the Mississippi river.  In 1977, I
opened a welding and fabrication business, until retirement from business in 2000.  Now, my wife, Linda, and I are living in
Covington, LA, where we are in the process of building another home.

Send your Registration to Arlene today!
This is just a little reminder, but a good one.  If you are
coming to the reunion, and if you haven’t sent in a filled
out registration form, then you need to fill one out RIGHT
NOW, and send it to Arlene Nicely at the SMA Alumni
Association, PO Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402.  (There
is a blank form in this issue.)  We need the registrations in
order to plan for the number of meals at the banquet and
to produce professional looking nametags for you and your
guests.  Please hurry!

Hawk (CV-63). Following a tour as an instructor pilot with VF 124, he reported to VF-114, and deployed aboard USS Abraham Lincoln
(CVN-72) in support of Operation Desert Storm. In the fall of 1991, Penniman returned to VF-124, and served as operations officer and
executive officer. In the spring of 1993, he assisted in the establishment of Fighter Wing Pacific, and served as its first operations officer.

Upon release from active duty in March of 1994, Penniman held assignments as Chief of Staff for Operations with Naval Reserve, Com-
mander Naval Air Forces, US Pacific Fleet 0194 and Naval Reserve, Joint Forces Air Component Commander (JFACC) 0194. In October of
2002, he assumed command of Naval Reserve Carrier Group 0194. Recalled to active duty in January 2003, he was assigned to the Joint
Forces Air Component Commander’s staff, USCENTCOM, where he served as night director of Combat Plans Division during Operations
Southern Watch and Iraqi Freedom. In October of 2004, Penniman was reassigned to NR 3rd Fleet JFACC 0194, and served as chief staff
officer until assuming command of the unit a year later. In December of 2007, he was reassigned to NR COMPACFLT Det. 420, where he
served as assistant chief of staff for Plans and Operations & chief staff officer. He assumed responsibilities as deputy commander, U.S. 3rd
Fleet in October of 2008.

During his career, Penniman has accumulated in excess of 3,000 flight hours and 430 carrier arrested landings. His military awards include the
Legion of Merit, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal (2 awards), the Air Medal, the Navy & Marine
Corps Commendation Medal (4 awards), the Navy Achievement Medal (2 awards), and other unit, campaign and personal decorations.

In his civilian career, Penniman is managing partner of Penniman & Associates, LLC, a financial services and management company.

Editor’s note: The biographical information for Rear Admiral Penniman was obtained from the United States Navy Biography section on
their website “www.navy.mil”.  His promotion to Rear Admiral took place on October 10, 2008.

news and notes
Once again, there will be Dancing.
A band and a dance floor at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel
have been arranged for Saturday night following the ban-
quet, courtesy of the class of 1969.  Enjoy.

Then and Now Needs Input.
We all enjoy reading about what our classmates are doing,
where they are doing it, and how they got there.  So the next
time you read one of our “Then and Now stories”, please

Continued on next page
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Sam Potter, “Sam”

One-year man at SMA…
Liked Spanish, but not Physics…
Hated the routine, but loved the sports at
SMA…
Hoped to enter the Naval Academy.

John Jefferson Pyne, “Pine”

Enjoyed liberal Math, but not Biology…
Ideals were coaches McCue and Pandak…
Undecided about college.

John Lewis Sapp, “Lou”

Corps Commander…
Thought SMA should have “Rat Rules”…
Favorite subject was Physics…
Often listened to music on free time…
Liked to swim…
Ideals at SMA were Lieutenant Case and
Colonel James…

Planned to attend Naval Academy.

Steven Erwin Zager, “Steve”

Proud of North Carolina…
Didn’t like regimentation at SMA…
Liked Biology, but not English…
A fine diver…
Ideal at SMA was Major Dodge…
Planned to attend University of Miami.

Frederick Charles Zeuch, “Rick”

One of the most military men…
Favorite subject was Trigonometry, but
disliked Spanish…
Disliked marching on cold days…
Ideal at SMA was Colonel James…
Planned to attend Northwestern University.

reunion news
Update on the Missing Alumni from

the Class of ’59

Last December, we ran an article listing the “missing”
members of the class of 1959, and the response has
been outstanding.  Fourteen “missing” graduates have
been located, alive and well all over the United States.
While most of the class members have been found,
there are still 18 that are “missing” from our rolls.  Kelly
McGavock, the class coordinator for the reunion, has
asked for your continued help in locating the remaining
old boys listed below.  If anyone knows the where-
abouts of any of the following alumni from the Class of
1959, please contact Kelly at (228) 832-8847 or by
email at kelly_mcg2001@yahoo.com.  The new,
shorter list of missing ’59 alumni includes:
 
     G. Powell Adams
     John Quincy Adams
     Archibald T. Argyris
     Juan R. Bernal
     William T. Boyd
     Constancio T. Casteneda
     Roger W. Crews
     Richard T. Marsh
     Stanley F. Mulcock
     William W. Peck, III
     Edward Lee “Big Ed” Plummer
     Pasco Carman Scalleat
     Otis A. Schilling, Jr.
     Raul J. Segovia
     Howard Malcolm Sherman
     Steven Simon Spigel
     Ramiro J. Troconiz
     Julio Arturo Vengoechea
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take the time to send us some information about you.  Write it short or write it long, but write it, and send it to the SMA Alumni
Association or e-mail it to SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org.  All submissions are collected and displayed in binders in order of graduation
year.

VWIL Website.
The Virginia Women’s Institute of Leadership operates their own website; you can find it at www.mbc.edu/vwil//.  Much
like our website, it is a treasure house of interesting information about VWIL’s history, its current students, and of course,
their alumnae.  For example, the first graduating class from VWIL (1999) celebrates its tenth anniversary this year!  Several
graduates of that first class are highlighted in this issue of the Kablegram, reprinted with permission, courtesy of “The
Leader”, VWIL’s own publication.

SMA Message Board.
My apologies to Mark Orr, the SMA Webmaster.  The Kablegram printed the wrong website address (URL) for the SMA
Message Board not once, but twice.  So, to set the record straight, here is the correct URL: sma-aa.proboards82.com.
Just to make sure, here it is again…

Sma-aa.proboards82.com

Give it a try.  The SMA Message Board has been online for nine months now, and there are over 180 Old Boys signed up
and sharing their SMA stories and getting connected with SMA classmates and friends.
  Registration is easy, and you will be surprised at how much fun it is.

Our Barracks
Researched by Greg Robertson

On a raw, chilly morning in November, 1904, while standing midst the ruins wrought by a disastrous fire on his cher-
ished school the night before, Captain Kable was addressed by an on-looker with the following remark:  “Well, Captain,
you’ve lost everything you had, what are you going to do now?”  “What am I going to do?,” replied the Captain, as he gazed
into the ashes of all that had been but yesterday.  “What am I going to do?  Why, my dear sir, I’m going to find it again where
I lost it.”  These prophetic words proved but the key-note that bespoke the great success which has since that day been
realized.  Rome had her fire’; Kable School had hers, and each rose from its ashes all the grander for the terrible disaster it had
suffered.  On the 21st of November, 1904, our buildings were burned to the ground, and as soon as the bitter cold had
moderated sufficiently, ground was broken for the magnificent new barracks which were to stand as a fitting monument to what
faith and indomitable pluck can accomplish.  On the 18th of March, 1905, the first stone was laid, and on the 20th day of the
following September the building was completed and ready for occupancy, and that, despite numerous predictions of the
multitude that to accomplish such a thing in that length of time was both Utopian and ridiculous.  All of which goes to show that
there are thousands of people in the world today who have yet to realize that this is an age in which gigantic things are done,
done now, and done well, too.  However, it is none the less wonderful when we consider the magnitude of what really was
accomplished in so short a time.

images of the past

Continued on next page

Continued from page 11
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Clayton Brasington Burns, “Clayton”

Liked French…
Outstanding in athletics…
Didn’t care for military…
On leave, liked the movies or listening
to records…
Planned to attend University of North Carolina

Samuel Mark Camp, “Sammy”

Didn’t care much for military life…
Ideal at SMA was Colonel Webb…
Liked History, but not Government…
Could be counted on to have the latest records.

Tilden Monroe Counts, “Tim”

Favorite subject was Spanish…
Planned to enter the University of Miami.

Maurice H. Davidson, “Moe”

Eating was his favorite pastime…
Did not like Biology…
Liked Physics and Trigonometry…
Enjoyed swimming…
Planned to enter Boston College.

Clifton Pershing Dunnegan, “Gus”

Liked Geometry, but not Military Science…
Liked football…
On leave, liked watching ALL the girls…
Ideal was Lieutenant Wease…
Planned to attend Air Force Academy.

William Wayt Gibbs, “Wayt”

Thought the Corps should have more privileges…
Liked Physics and Fairfax Hall…
Favorite sport was tennis…
Ideal on The Hill was Colonel Pitcher…
Planned to attend Massachusetts Institute
of Technology.

John Ellison Graham, “Johnny”

Always liked SMA athletic facilities…
Could not stand Saturday inspections…
Liked to shoot the bull, whenever possible…
Least liked subject was Government…
Planned to enter Wake Forest.

John Alexander Grybko, “Tiger”

F Company Commander
One of the few four-years boys at SMA…
Enjoyed taking it easy…
Liked Colonel Brown’s Chemistry class tremendously…
Hated French…
Favorite sport was swimming…
Planned to enter Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

Harry Arch Hulvey, “Horse”

One of the fortunate: a day student at SMA…
Favorite subject was English…
Didn’t care too much for Government…
Could often be found playing sports…
Planned to enter the military.

Albert Kelly McGavock, “Spider”

Another fortunate one: a day student at SMA…
Track was his favorite sport…
Liked English, but not Solid Geometry…
Ideal at SMA was Lieutenant Wease…
Planned to attend Western Maryland
University.

Allen Shelton Minter, “Al”

Was anti-militaristic…
Enjoyed shooting the breeze with the boys…
Favorite sport was football…
Major McCue was his ideal at SMA…
Undecided about his future.

Edward Hyde Morse, “Ed”

Corps Band Commander…
Thought SMA provided good schooling…
Liked working with the Blue Knights…
Enjoyed playing golf…
Planned to attend College of Wooster.

Continued from page 7

The barracks of the Staunton Military Academy
are, without exception, the largest and handsomest quar-
ters for cadets in the Southern States.  The building is
strictly West-Point in style; 170 feet by 145 feet, having a
quadrangular court of 115 feet by 75 feet.  There are 116
bedrooms, 12 class-rooms, chemical and physical labo-
ratories, boiler-rooms, library, assembly-room of 2,000
square feet floor space, gymnasium of the same dimen-
sions, numerous toilet-rooms, bath-rooms containing thirty
showers, with an adjoining swimming pool of 625 square
feet, of graduated depth.  The
material and workmanship used
in erection are no less a source
of pride to us than the beautiful
plan of construction.  We be-
lieve there is nothing that could
be improved upon for strength
or for beauty.  We might say
that practically the only build-
ing materials used in construc-
tion are steel and stone, thus
making it absolutely fireproof,
except as to the floors, every
square inch of which, galleries
included, is maple hard wood; and should a floor ever
catch fire, only the very small area of one room could
burn at a time, as each room is separated from the ad-
joining ones by ten-inch stone walls.  As still another safe-
guard, and a very admirable one, the door of every room
in the building opens on the broad galleries for each floor.
These galleries are twelve feet wide, supported by huge
columns of concrete, and as a guard against accidents,
there extends all along the edge an iron railing four feet
high.  There are numerous stairways leading from the gal-
leries to the court, each protected by iron railings.

A word should be said in regard to this interior
court, which is called, from its shape, the “quadrangle.”
We consider this feature of construction one of the most
practical and admirable of our whole plan.  This court has
8,250 square feet of area, which is covered with six inches
of concrete, and this, in turn, with a coat of Portland ce-
ment, giving a smooth, solid pavement, equal to any that
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can be made.  All formations in severe weather are com-
pletely cut off, and as twelve feet all around the court are
under the galleries, we can thus enable our boys to avoid
exposure, either over head or under foot.  At night this
court is lighted by a 1200-candle-power electric arc, which
is suspended just over the centre.

As to provision made for the comforts of cadets,
in their quarters there are toilet-rooms on each floor; these
toilets are equipped with the latest improved sanitary fit-

tings, and each room has a til-
ing floor.  The building is heated
by steam from two 80-horse-
power boilers, and in addition
to this, there is a 60-horse-
power boiler for the showers
and swimming pool.  Light is
furnished by gas and electric-
ity.  Each room is neatly pa-
pered, and the steel ceilings
(there being no other kind in the
building) are elegantly painted
by the best decorators that
could be employed.

These details, hastily
given as they are, describe what we believe to be the
handsomest and best equipped school building for boys
to be found in this country.  And we are justified in this
claim by the unanimous praise of two hundred and fifty
cadets who have been living in it for nine months, and by
the favorable comment of every visitor to the institution
this year.

Very natural it is for Captain Kable to be proud
of what he has accomplished; few men there are in this
day who can turn from the past for a model of excellence
and look forward to posterity to levy a tribute of admira-
tion.  All praise to him to whom praise is due.

Note: This article and picture appeared in the 1906
SMA yearbook. The writer is unknown, but is presumed
to be a cadet that survived the SMA fire of 1904 and
lived in the first year of existence in what became to
be known as South Barracks.
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Look Who’s Coming to the 50th
Digging through a very old Yearbook, we were able to find some pictures and comments from some of the “Old Boys” planning to attend
their 50th reunion this April.  Here are their pictures and a short insight into their thoughts back in 1959.

David Gary Anderson, “Gary”

Didn’t like academy’s restrictions…
Liked all subjects except Algebra…
Liked to go to the movies, while on leave…
Planned to attend the Air Force Academy.

Nicholas Thomas Arshinkoff, “Nick”

Loved to play football…
Detested sweep details and drill…
Algebra was best liked subject…
Planned to enter Air Force Academy.

G. Kenton Barnett, “Ken”

Liked to take things easy…
Enjoyed playing football…
Best liked subject was Trigonometry…
Did not care much for Government…
Plans included University of Kentucky.

Charles May Burns, “Charlie”

Proud to be from North Carolina…
Liked to play basketball…
Liked History, but not English…
On leave, often went to the movies…
Couldn’t get used to the military…
Planned to attend University of North Carolina.

History of VWIL
Development of the VWIL program began in 1993, at the request of the Commonwealth of Virginia, when the single-sex

status of nearby Virginia Military Institute faced legal challenge. To maintain a diversity of options within the higher education

system of Virginia, the state proposed that single-sex leadership programs, with opportunity for commissioning into the military,

be offered at Mary Baldwin College and at VMI, while a co-educational opportunity be continued at Virginia Tech. Seed

funding to design the program was provided by the VMI Foundation.   

Mary Baldwin, already known for its success in developing innovative academic programs, created a faculty task force to

draw on the latest research as well as their own experience in teaching young women. Dr. Brenda Bryant took the helm as

director of the program and welcomed the first class of 42 students on August 22, 1995. Having acted as the first commandant

since 1995, Brigadier General Michael Bissell joined the staff as full-time commandant of cadets in 1999. 

In March 1996, the VWIL Corps of Cadets presented its first public parade, using recorded music. Since then the corps has

grown to its current size of approximately 125 and now includes a marching band unit, a staff, a color guard, four rifle platoons,

and an honor guard. It has marched in the inaugural parades of two Virginia governors. In March 2004, VWIL marched in the

New York City St. Patrick’s Day parade for the first time and took home second place among all marching units.

The VWIL color guard is in demand for ceremonial occasions throughout the region, and has presented colors at many

nationally significant events, including presenting for President George W. Bush and his cabinet at the Ronald Regan Trade

Center in Washington, D.C. The VWIL drill team, Howie Rifles, is named for the elite unit that was established by the Staunton

Military Academy and is but one way that the corps carries on the legacy of the cadets that once marched on these parade

grounds. 

Over the years the Corps has welcomed many distinguished visitors and honored guests such as U.S. Senator George Allen,

Virginia Governor James Gilmore, Virginia Congressman Robert Goodlatte, General Binniford Peay (former Army Vice Chief

of Staff), General John Jumper (former Air Force Chief of Staff), J.R. Sculley (former Assistant Secretary of the Army), and

Colonel Nancy Currie (astronaut).

Editor’s Note: Reprinted from the VWIL website: www.mbc.edu/vwil.

Jennifer Vergne Formagus, VWIL ’99 (Political Science)
When it comes to advocating for orphans, I have always said that I wanted to do more than simply write a check. In July
2005, I made my first trip abroad to visit orphans. I traveled to China to work in an orphanage with several hundred chil-
dren. I quickly learned to see past the rows of nameless faces and focus on the individual children. I was hooked.  In June
2006, I traveled to Ethiopia to spend time in several orphanages. Mother Teresa’s homes were the most humbling. One
home cared for more than 700 children infected with HIV. The very sight of these children and their caregivers was so awe-
inspiring; I believe that visiting could arouse even the most unfeeling heart. I truly learned what it means to love uncondition-
ally and care for fellow human beings.

An Alumni Story

VWIL        NEWS

Continued on page 15
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Please make your check payable to
“SMA Alumni Association”

 and mail this form and your check to
SMA Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958 Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958

PLEASE PRINT!
LAST NAME:________________________________________

FIRST NAME: _________________MIDDLE INITIAL: ________

SMA YEAR: ___________

ADDRESS:_________________________________________

CITY:______________________________________________

STATE: _______ ZIP: _____________

TEL: (         ) _____________________

EMAIL: ____________________________________________

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER

SPOUSE’S NAME: ____________________________________

GUEST’S NAME: ______________________________________

GUEST’S NAME: ______________________________________

CHILD’S NAME: ______________________________________

CHILD’S NAME: ______________________________________

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION

Please take the time NOW to complete your registration form and
mail it, with your check, to the SMA Alumni Association. By doing
to,you will help us plan more effectively for a successful reunion in
2009.

_____ ADULTS (Weekend) x $100.00/person .......... $ ________

_____ ADULTS (Friday) x $60.00/person ................. $ ________

_____ ADULTS (Saturday) x $60.00/person ............. $ ________

_____ TEENAGER (Weekend) x $70.00/person ...... $ ________

_____ TEENAGER (Friday) x $30.00/person ............ $ ________

_____ TEENAGER (Saturday) x $30.00/person ....... $ ________

_____ 12 and UNDER (Weekend) x $35.00/child .... $ ________

_____ 12 and UNDER (Friday) x $15.00/child ......... $ ________

_____ 12 and UNDER (Saturday) x $20.00/child ..... $ ________

....................................................... TOTAL COST:    $ ________

SMA 2009 REUNION
ADVANCE REGISTRATION

FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 2009
All activities will be held at the Mary Baldwin College.

9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. .............. Board of Directors meeting
........................................................... SMA-VWIL Museum

11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. .......... Registration (SMA Mess Hall)
There will be no registration at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel

on Friday, April 17. Late registration will be held at the
Stonewall Jackson Hotel from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and

5:00  to 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 18.
12:00 to 6:00 p.m. ...................... SMA-VWIL Museum open
4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. ........................... SMA-VWIL Parade
SMA alumni will form on the asphalt at 3:30 p.m. and follow

the VWIL Corps of Cadets onto Kable Field
5:15 to 6:00 p.m. ...................... Memorial Wall Presentation
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. .......................... Reception and Barbecue

Buffet-style Barbecue Menu
Smoked Pork (with barbecue sauce on the side)

Grilled Breast of Chicken (barbecue sauce on the side)
Prime Rib • Baked Beans • Macaroni and Cheese

Potato Salad • Sandwich Rolls • Fresh Baked Yeast Rolls
Cole Slaw • Assorted Desserts • Iced Tea • Coffee

SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 2009
Stonewall Jackson Hotel • Staunton, Virginia

9:00 to 11:00 a.m. ...................Annual Membership Meeting
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. ........................ Women’s Group Meeting
The women’s group will gather in a separate meeting room at
the Stonewall Jackson Hotel. Refreshments will be provided.
11:00 to 11:30 a.m. .................... Board of Directors Meeting
11:00 a.m. to  5:00 p.m. .............. SMA-VWIL Museum open

Free time for alumni and guests. Optional events may be
scheduled and will be announced later.

5:30 p.m. .............................. Banquet Reception (cash bar)
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. ..........................  Annual Alumni Banquet

— Buffet Dinner —
Garden Salad with a selection of toppings and dressings

Rolls and Sweet Butter
Freshly Brewed Coffee and Iced Tea

Entreés include Seared Salmon Medallions in Chardonnay
Sauce — Beef Tips Burgundy and Chicken Breast Hunter

Style —  Accompanyments: Chive Mashed Potatoes,
Southern Style Green Beans and Fresh Fruit Bowl.

Chef’s Selected Desserts
9:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. ........................................ Dancing
9:30 p.m. .................................................... Nostalgia Time

A special conversation area outside the ballroom will be
available until 11:30 p.m. The nearby lounge will be open.
Make plans for dancing at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel after

the banquet on Saturday, courtesy of the Class or 1969

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2009
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. ....................... SMA-VWIL Museum open

SMA 2009 REUNION
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

In August 2008, I co-led my first trip. I guided a team
of six to Nicaragua to visit
several orphanages.  I felt right
at home with toddlers clinging to
every appendage. I also met high
school students who had been in
the orphanage since they were
infants. They had grown to be
strong, intelligent, loving young
adults, a true testament to their
caregivers.
My travels have allowed me to
see the world from a unique
perspective.  I am never an
outsider merely exploring a
country through a digital lens. I
get to absorb various cultures
through the eyes of their most vulnerable members. I
cannot wait to see where I will land next!
Jennifer Vergne Formugas ’99 is pictured here with a few of the
orphans she worked with in Ethiopia. Formugas has also visited
orphanages in China and Nicaragua.

Aimee Herrera Kozick, VWIL ’99 (International
Relations)
We relocated our family of four from the Washington
DC area to just outside London in August 2008. My
husband is a diplomat with the U.S. Department of
State, and we are just beginning a three year tour. Our

 

VWIL        NEWS
boys, Jayson and Christian, are just three-and-a-half

and 14 months, so we haven’t
been able to be tourists just yet,
but they’ve been warned that I
will take their pictures in front
of very famous places for all to
see.  Hopefully they’ll appreci-
ate it later.

Jennifer Lordan Milby ’99
(Biology)
In August 2007, I married
Chris Milby and we traveled to
Rangiroa, Tahiti for our honey-
moon.  Rangiroa is the second
largest natural coral atoll in the
world — it is a volcano filled

with water, leaving a small strip of circular land. We
traveled to a local village, went dolphin watching, and
visited a pearl farm. Before the wedding, we both
became certified divers, which allowed us to dive in the
coral ledge and in what locals call the “nursery.” We
saw baby and grown sharks, sea turtles, and all kinds of
fish.

Editor’s Note: Reprinted from the VWIL website:
www.mbc.edu/vwil.

Continued on page 16
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January 27, 2009 by letter
Dear Friends,

In the fourth quarter ’08 Kablegram, which arrived yesterday, I learned of Dave Litzenburg’s untimely departure.  The
news was deeply saddening.

There’s only one other SMA alumnus on the mailing list for Parish Notes, but I felt compelled to share thoughts of Dave
and The Hill with all in the next issue, which will be that for March.  I’ll forward a copy, when printed, probably toward
the end of next month.

In addition to the straightforward obit on a different page, today I penned the following for inclusion in that issue, and
send it along in case it’s of use to anyone assembling tributes to Dave.

Best Wishes,
-  Jim Lowe, SMA ‘58

Editor’s note:  Jim’s essay, “Old Boys Never Die”, is reproduced in the Kablegram (see page 18) immediately after the
TAPS section.  Thank you, Jim.

letter to the editor
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Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Norway, and the Soviet
Union (with a return trip after it became Russia).

During those eight years in Europe, Don and Peggy
had so many adventures that the Kablegram cannot
even begin to tell their whole story in this issue.  But
here is a list of some tales you can ask them about at
the reunion in April…

- wandering the canals of Amsterdam at night
in order to get under a bridge that only opens at
midnight.

- paying tolls into a wooden shoe lowered by a
rope from the bridge operator

- bridge tenders giving their regards to President
Reagan

- Dutch sailboats jockeying for position to be
next to the Americans that crossed the Atlantic

- winters on the North Sea island of Foehr

- eleven crossings of the North Sea

- almost losing “Pegdon” in a gale off Cape Wrath
(Scotland)

- Keil Canal and the Baltic Sea

- Frozen into the ice over winter

- Norway, Sweden, and sailing above the arctic
circle.

There is one special story, however, that we will take
the time to tell.  After crossing through the Kiel Canal
into the Baltic Sea, Peggy and Don encountered an
American Navy Cruiser and her two escort destroyers
entering the harbor for Kiel Week, with all the formality
of cannons firing from shore, flags being raised, etc. 
Don relates “As we approached, I dipped our ensign
as is the custom when passing a warship under weigh
and not expecting them to return the salute (as is
protocol), but by darn if they didn’t do it!  Peggy, with
tears in her eyes, said she wanted to hug every one of
the sailors manning the rails.”

By late 1993, Don and Peggy had sailed for the last
time in Europe and put ‘Pegdon” on the hard in a small
village just south of the Arctic Circle where some good
Norwegian friends would look after her.  They had
logged over 40,000 nautical miles on the second
“Pegdon”, and she saw them through all sorts of

Land Ho! ..Continued from page 4

proud to point out that four of their sons are also
SMA graduates.

Although the retired “Godfathers” can visit
each other throughout the year, the annual
DAPEWGb reunion is always held on Independence
Day in New Hampshire; so that their “impoverished,
hard-working progeny get to see one another”,
according to Dave.  As a result, the progeny set the
pace now; they schedule family events, and they
prioritize vacations around the DAPEWGb reunion.
The children and grand-children have become good
friends, and many have expressed the wish that they
could have gone to SMA, too… just like their
“Godfathers”.

Godfathers...
continued from front page

Send news, articles,stories
and updates  to:

Kablegram@sma-alumni.org

September 2, 2008 by e-mail
I imagine I am late forwarding this news.  “Litz” lived three doors
from me, when I was a rat in North Barracks and a freshman.
They were all seniors.  One of his roommates, George Bender, (I
learned years later at a Bender family reunion) was my wife’s
first cousin from Fayetteville.  George went to UNC like his father
and uncles and became a pharmacist like his dad in his home-
town.  Senator Barry Goldwater gave the graduation speech in
the old gym to their class.
Before Christmas dinner of 1957, we ate the last square meal at
SMA.  Colonel Joe Taylor was in charge of the mess hall.  Lucky
for me, we never had a paddle.  The next year, C Company was
moved into South Barracks.

- Dick Staunch, SMA ‘61

November 23, 2008 by e-mail
Gentlemen,

The message board has had some talk of getting the Howie
Rifles alum together and putting on a show at the reunion.  Could
you guys send out an email to known Howies, if they would be
interested in helping out with this.  Also any ex-band members
to form a Drum & Bugle Corps to go along with the Howies.

Burdette, could you get this into the Kablegram’s next issue,
and have anyone interested to send their contact information to
the alumni office?

AMA has done this for the last three years, and there is no
reason that we can’t.  I would think that VWIL would help out
with the rifles and band equipment.  Tom or Harry, could you
check this out with Gen. Bissel?

There seems to be several old band members who post on
the message board that are interested.  MAYBE!!  All the help
you old boys could give would be appreciated.
TDH,
- John Nolde, SMA ‘63

Editor’s note.  You can find the SMA message board at http://
sma-aa.proboards82.com.

January 18, 2009, by e-mail

I am wondering about the where-a-bouts of several of my friends,
while I was at SMA and would love hearing about what they are
up to.  My roommate, Francis “Sam” Rossini, from Pennsylva-
nia, Mark Lederman, from New York, and Ronald Klein from
Massachusetts do not appear on the missing list of the ’59 class.
If you could fill me in on these guys, I would appreciate it.  Un-
fortunately, I will not be able to attend the April reunion.

- Michael A.
Meyers, SMA ‘59

Editor’s note: Mark Orr, SMA ’73, our SMA  webmaster, forwarded
this e-mail to the Class of 1959 Reunion Czar, Kelly McGavock.

letters to the editor

December 25, 2008, by e-mail

Hello, here is a bit of news from Panama City, Panama that you
may find interesting.  We’re having Presidential elections in May,
2009, and the candidate heading the polls by 10% is a graduate
from SMA, Ricardo Martinelli, who graduated in the early 1970’s.
He attended SMA with his younger brother, Mario.  BTW, I am a
graduate from August Military Academy as was acquainted with
both Ricardo and his brother, Mario.
Best regards,
- Duncan Wong, AMA ‘52

Editor’s Note: We contacted Ricardo and asked him for some
biographical information.   His response is printed below.

December 30, 2008, by e-mail

Gentlemen,
I have been blessed in my life and have achieved many suc-
cesses, but I decided to run for President, because I feel that the
country needs a change.  It is very easy to sit on the sidelines and
criticize the political class, but that doesn’t improve the country
or change anything.  It is much harder to become involved and
try to change the system.  Panama, like many countries in Latin
America, suffers from great inequality from lack of opportuni-
ties.  My eldest son decided to stay in the U.S., after graduating
from Georgetown, because he felt that there weren’t opportuni-
ties for him in Panama.  That is when I first thought of the idea of
running for President.  Later, as I visited the poorest areas of
Panama, my commitment grew even more. Things have to change,
they cannot stay the same, or we will suffer the fate of other
countries like Venezuela and Ecuador.
I cherish my memories of my time at Staunton.  I made friends
that have lasted a lifetime and learned honor and discipline, as
fundamentals of personal character.

- Ricardo Martinnelli

Editor’s Note: This message was sent to us by Frank de Lima, on
behalf of Ricardo, who is quite busy now, campaigning for the
Presidency of Panama.
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E-mail letters to
Kablegram@sma-alumni.org

weather conditions thrown at her.  Several years ago,
due to a back injury Don suffered in a young gale off
Portree, Scotland (that has gotten worse with age),
they made the difficult decision to sell “Pegdon”.  She
is now home ported in Tromso, Norway, the northern
most city in the world.  Don says “I know she’s happy
there, as we always enjoyed our times together in
Tromso.  I miss her everyday and it’s a rare night that
I don’t dream about sailing after twenty years
onboard.” 

Incidentally, Don’s SMA officer’s sword (from his days
as the Corps Adjutant Officer) is hanging on a wall in a
Norwegian friend’s summer home on the coast of
Norway.  The sword had sailed all of those 40,000
nautical miles mounted on the bulkhead in the main
cabin along with Don’s two hundred year old family
sword.

Editor’s note.  Like most, I took the conventional route
of following a career instead of following my dreams.  I
envy Don and Peggy for the chance they took and the
rewards they reaped.



Feature Article

Continued on page 5
—4 — —17—

returning to the island, where we first met, was very
special.”

From Bermuda, Don and Peggy sailed to Nova Scotia
and spent the summer sailing the coast of the Canadian
Province where Don had been born.  In the fall, they
sailed over to Boston and spent the remainder of 1981
wandering down the East Coast and over to the Gulf
Coast until after the New Year, when they returned to
Jacksonville. 

Don writes, “Realizing that we truly liked long
distance cruising, we started working on a plan for a
long break.  We set 1985 as the anticipated departure
year and started to once again make many changes to
“Pegdon”.” 

During this time (’82 – 85), Don was once again
working as a yacht broker.  They entered “Pegdon” in
the 1983 TransAt race, and prepared for the ’85 race
by sailing extensively around Florida.  In ‘85, they
entered their third TransAt race.  Don puts it nicely,
“Peggy, I believe, is the only female to have raced three
TransAt Races back to back.  Sadly it is no longer run
due to the complexity of organizing such a long race.” 
From Bermuda, they sailed again to Nova Scotia,
spending the summer of ‘85 sailing the coast. 

But getting to Nova Scotia was not so easy this time.
On their passage from Bermuda, the “Pegdon”
encountered the worst summer gale in current
memory.  It lasted for
three days with winds
exceeding hurricane
strength and seas
reported by the
Canadian Coast Guard
reaching 35'.  (The
“Pegdon” is only 34 feet
long!)  By the third day
of the storm, there
were only three boats
remaining off the Nova
Scotia Coast, and all of
them trying to enter
the port of Shelburne
... “Pegdon”, “Delilah”,
and a 65' dragger.  The
“Pegdon” was called
“The Little One” by the

Coast Guard, and once they got into the Harbor, many
people came down to see “The Little One” and tell Don
and Peggy they had prayed for them during the storm.  
According to Don, “’Delilah’ went on to circumnavigate
the world for the next seven years and never
encountered weather even close to the intensity of this
blow. ”  

In 1986, “Pegdon” was caught in yet another gale,
this time off the Northern coast of Cuba.  In January,
Don and Peggy crossed over to the Yucatan Peninsula
of Mexico, spent some time cruising that coast, and
then returned to the Dry Tortugas in late January,
encountering the storm that had caused the o-rings to
freeze on the Space Shuttle Columbia before take off. 
They were at sea fighting the gale off northern Cuba,
when she exploded. 

By now, the adventuresome couple was ready to
cross the Atlantic Ocean itself.  They put “Pegdon” on
the “hard” in Jacksonville in preparation for the Atlantic
crossing.  In early June, they departed Jacksonville,
stopping first at Bermuda and then sailing on to
Plymouth, England.  The total Atlantic crossing took
thirty-five days at sea. 

They encountered four storms.  Don says “One was
a force ten with seas reaching 40', another storm
pushed us back 60 nautical miles and during another,
we sailed 160 nautical miles in a twenty-four hour
period and only made 3 miles toward England.”  They

also enjoyed the
company of several
whales during the
crossing, one of which
actually hit the
“Pegdon”, damaging an
interior bulkhead
below the water line. 

For the next eight
years, ’86 – ’94, Don
and Peggy cruised
northern Europe,
spending five sailing
seasons above the
Arctic Circle.  They
visited England,
Belgium, Holland,
Germany, Scotland,

Land Ho! ..Continued from page 3

Richard WIGTON, III, SMA ‘54

Richard passed away on January 22, 2008 in Fairfield, CA

Additional Taps (prior to 2008-2009):

Frank E. BUSCHOR, SMA ’43, passed away on June 1,
2005

Paul J. CAREY, SMA ’40, passed away on September
25, 2007

Patrick T. COUNTS, SMA ’59, passed away on
December 30, 2002 (per brother, Tim)

William H. DENZER, SMA ’43 , passed away on July
26, 2007

Andrew N. ENNIS, SMA ’61, passed away on June 24,
2004

Arthur E. FRITSCH, SMA ’36,  passed away on
October 8, 2007

JosephJ. GRIFFIN, III, SMA ’53 , passed away
on October 2, 2006

Charles E. HUGHES, SMA ’36, passed away on
June 21, 2006

George Jester MERRITT, Jr., SMA ’59, died
on March 30, 2001 (SSDI).

Ferdinand MEYER, IV, SMA ’53, passed away
on March 22, 2005

Bill Joe NOLES, SMA ’59, passed away June 28,
2001 (per son, James)

James O’BRIEN, SMA ‘62, passed away on December
19, 1999 (per wife, Betty)

Albert J. OPPERMANN, SMA ’29 , passed away in
2001

John B. SANFORD, Jr., SMA ’33, passed away on July
15, 2005

George SCHWAB, III, SMA ’62, passed away
December 1999

John Curtis SINCLEAR, III, SMA ’58 , passed away
(per daughter, Mary Regan)

John Curtis SINCLEAR, Jr., SMA ’26 , passed away
(per granddaughter, Mary Regan)

Charles Richard WILLS, SMA ’59 , died in May 1976
(SSDI)

Holman R. WILSON, SMA ’21, passed away on May
10, 1998

Joseph A. BEVERIDGE, SMA ‘49

Joseph passed away on May 22,
2008 in Miami, FL. He qualified
for entrance to West Point in 1949.
He enlisted in the Army in 1950,
served in U.S. Army Intelligence
as 1st Lt. from 1952 to 1956 and
was honorably discharged in 1961

from the U.S. Army Reserves. In 1956, he graduated from
the University of Miami with a Bachelor’s degree in Busi-
ness Administration. During the late 50s and early 60s, he
taught Dale Carnegie classes in salesmanship and was a
32nd degree Mason and Mahi Shriner. He was an Allstate
Insurance Company agent for approximately 30 years and
was a member of the Sons of the American Revolution.
He is survived by his wife, Marion of 48 years; sons, Mark,
SMA ‘73 (Jodee) and Brett (Maria); five granddaughters,
Ashley, Lauren, Sofia, Madelyn and Rainey; sister, Jean
Lawton of Oklahoma City, OK and several nieces and
nephews. A loving husband and father who was
an outgoing person and always had a good joke
to tell to whomever he met.

Dan LaMARCHE , Jr., SMA ‘47

Dan passed away on December 14, 2008 in La
Jolla , CA, at the age of 79,  of complications
from a stroke .  After graduating from SMA ,
Dan graduated from Miami University in Ohio in
1951 followed by a stint in the Army from 1951
to 1953.  He is survived by his wife Janet Parks
LaMarche, sons Dan III and Parks.  

Robert P. SALCHLI, SMA ‘41

Robert Paul Salchli, 84, died on January 2, 2008 in Carlisle,
PA. Robert was a veteran of WWII having served with
the US Army in the Pacific Theatre during the occupation
of Saipan and was awarded the Bronze Star. He was a
1947 graduate of Gannon University. He was employed
for 43 years by the Erie Dry Goods Company-Boston Store
and the Joseph Horne Co. He was preceded in death by
his wife, Jean Weber and son Robert Carl. He is survived
by two daughters; Jean Faber and Jan Gallagher and their
families.

David Jay SCHULTZ, SMA ‘41

David passed away on February 4, 2009 in Pittsburgh, PA.
“He always looked back at his days at SMA as the most
memorable time of his life.” (Reported by nephew, John
Levine). 

taps
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Some of us dream of getting away from it all… retiring
early, selling everything, buying a boat, and sailing away
on the high seas to beautiful and unusual places.  Don
Campbell, SMA ’62, has lived that dream.  This is his
story.

After graduation
from SMA, Don tried
college for a couple
of years, but found
it just wasn’t for
him; so he joined
the Navy.  He spent
the four years of his
enlistment in Naval
Aviation, logging
over 2,000 hours in
the P-3 “Orion” as a
tactical operator.
The Orion was
flown over every
ocean in the world
as one of our major
weapons in anti-
submarine warfare;
so Don saw a lot of
water, especially
the North Atlantic.  His activities were not just limited to
the “Cold War” in the North Atlantic, because the P-3 Orion
saw duty in Viet Nam, too.  Don served in ‘Nam during
“Operation Market Time” in 1968 and 1969.  In the middle
of his naval enlistment, Don married Lynda Kay Sutherland,
and they have one son, Ryan Colin Campbell, born in 1972.

When his enlistment was fulfilled, and after successfully
resisting the urge to “re-up”, Don returned to Florida
and worked as an executive with the JB Ivey Company,
as the men’s wear buyer for the Jacksonville division
(’69 – ‘73).  With a renewed interest in higher education,
he returned to school on the GI Bill.  In 1973, Don left JB
Ivey to own and operate several clothing stores (in
partnership) in Jacksonville.  Then in 1974, he and his
wife, Lynda, were divorced after seven years of marriage.

1974 was a year of many changes for Don.  He started
living onboard a sailboat he had purchased from George
Ivey (the owner of JB Ivey Company).  Later, Don married

Margaret (Peggy) Anne Wriedt of New York.  She moved
onboard, too.  Don says, “Our intentions were to find a
home to buy in the neighborhood of the Marina where
the boat was, but we loved living aboard so much we
decided to accept the lifestyle.”  Peggy and Don named

the boat
“Pegdon”.   She
was a 28' Irwin,
built in 1972, and
they logged over
10,000 nautical
miles (south
Georgia, extensive
sailing in and
around NE Florida
and around the
State of Florida,
Gulf of Mexico) in
her before trading
up to a 34'
Citation Irwin in
1977.  They
named her
“Pegdon”, also. 

By now, Don
had lef t the

clothing business and had become a licensed yacht
broker, a job that gave him time to take longer sailing
trips.  In 1981, after extensive refitting of “Pegdon” in
preparation for blue water sailing, Don and Peggy
departed Jacksonville for their first blue water
adventure.  They started by entering the Bermuda
TransAt race from Daytona Beach to Bermuda (longest
race on the East Coast at 1,000 nautical miles).  This
race was sponsored by the Halifax River Yacht Club. 
Don Gaby, club historian, said the race “nautically put
Daytona Beach on the map.”  The first TransAt sailed in
1978 and after 1979 the event returned every two years
until the final race in 1999.

Don’s comment about their first deep water adventure
gives us an insight into his romantic nature.  “Peggy and
I had actually met in Bermuda in 1967 when I was flying
out of Kindley Field with the Navy at the time.  So

Editor’s note.  Reprinted with permission of Jim Lowe, Editor of the Parish Notes,  Friedrichsburg, Texas.

Old Boys Never  Die

Jim Lowe, SMA ‘58

At the end of his farewell address to Congress in 1951, Gen. Douglas MacArthur cited the

words of an old barracks ballad:

“Old soldiers never die; they just fade away.”  And like the old soldier

of that ballad, I now close my military career and just fade away, an old soldier

who tried to do his duty as God gave him the light to see that duty.  Goodbye.

Duty was one of the three words of Dave Litzenburg’s school motto, the others being truth and

honor.  That Dave adhered to this code throughout his life will certainly be attested to by his family

and others who knew him.

News just came of Dave’s passing on Sept. 1 last year.  At Staunton Military Academy, we

were classmates, and both “old boys” – cadets who had been there longer than one year.  (At our

graduation, Dave had been at SMA since the seventh, I since the sixth grade.)

I didn’t get to know Dave well, although we both came out of the Junior School,

and in our freshman year on “The Hill”, I b elieve we roomed on the same floor

in Kable Hall.  I recall respecting Dave for what appeared to be his studious-

ness, but we had different circle of friends.  We did work together on the

committee that decorated the gymnasiums for dances, and we were both on

the newspaper staff.  But Dave, I believe, was the epitome of a “model cadet”,

while I retained a libertarian streak throughout my years at SMA.  I recall him,

though, as someone always easy to get along with.

As this is written, the morning after getting news of Dave’s passing, we’re in the midst of a winter

rain in Texas, and that brings me back to General MacArthur.  He breathed his last on April 5, 1964.

I was working in New York at the time, and after work on a day complete with April showers, I

joined a long line of people outside a small funeral chapel in Manhattan to file past his casket.  In the

steadily -moving line, I was able to pause only briefly alongside the sleeping genius.  I stood at

attention, perhaps bowed my head, and continued out the door.  The weeping weather, I thought,

was singularly appropriate.

Today, the skies are crying again, not this time for a general, but for a cadet who was true to his

alma mater to the end.  According to the alumni newsletter, of which he was editor, Dave completed

work on the June 2008 issue just weeks before his departure.

As boys at school, I doubt that the end of life was something any of us contemplated.  It is

interesting, though, how in the midst of later life, we contemplate the importance of those schooldays,

and of the men who nurture their memory and foster the continued camaraderie of alumni.  C. David

Litzenburg was among such, of whom may it ever be true that, in the fond memory of those who

knew them and others who know of them,

Old Boys never die.



REFLECTIONS FROM THE HILL
President ......... Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62
Vice President ... Thomas Phillips, SMA ‘74
Secretary .... Burdette W. Holmes, SMA ‘62
Treasurer ......... Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62

PERMANENT COMMITTEES
ALUMNI RELATIONS

Eugene K. Ehmann, SMA ‘74 ..... Chairman
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 .................... Member
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ‘56 ........... Member

FINANCE
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 ......... Chairman
William J. Kearns, SMA ‘74 ........... Member

LEGAL
Simon M. Painter, Jr., SMA ‘58 ... Chairman
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 .... Member

SCHOLARSHIPS
..................................................... Chairman

Lee Lawrence ................................ Member
Craig E. Hanson, SMA ‘74 ............ Member
Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell ..........Advisor

AD-HOC COMMITTEES
SMA-VWIL INITIATIVE

William J. Kearns, SMA ‘74 ......... Chairman
Eugene K. Ehmann, SMA ‘74 ....... Member
William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74 ........... Member

REUNION
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 .... Member
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ‘56 ........... Member
Edmund A. Smith, SMA ‘76 .......... Member
Jay Nedry, SMA ‘69 ....................... Member
Craig E. Hansen, SMA ‘74 ............ Member

SMA-VWIL MUSEUM
John H. (Jack) Lowe, SMA ‘49 ... Chairman
Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62 .......... Member
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 ........... Member
Dominic (Jack) Dalbo, SMA ‘68 .... Member
Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell ........ Member

WORLD WAR I MONUMENT
Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62 .......... Member
John H. (Jack) Lowe, SMA ‘48 ..... Member

WEBSITE
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 ............... Webmaster

SMA ALUMNI OFFICE
Arlene Nicely .......... SMA Alumni Secretary

CHAPLAIN.... Richard Henderson, SMA ‘63

William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74
John C. “Jack” Hildebrand, SMA ‘72

J. Harvie Martin III, SMA ‘74
Julian S. Lake IV, SMA ‘74
Peter J. Worth, SMA ‘57

Robert W. Parker, Jr., SMA ‘67
Larry L. Atkinson, SMA ‘67

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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_____ Baseball Cap ........................................... $10.00
Navy blue with gold “Staunton Military Academy”

_____ SMA-VWIL Video ..................................... $50.00
_____ T-Shirt with shield ................................... $15.00
_____ Sizes M to XXL ........................................ $15.00

Sweatshirt (blue with gold hat shield)
_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL. ........................................................ $30.00

Sweatshirt, grey (embroidered with “Staunton
Military Academy” and crossed rifles.

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL ........................................................ $30.00

Golf Shirts, navy with embroidered “Staunton
Military Academy”and crossed rifles

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL ........................................................ $30.00

Golf Shirts, blue with maze trim on collar and
sleeve “Staunton Military Academy” in gold

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ Old Boys Buckle (silver) ......................... $20.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................... $25.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................. $25.00

(may be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Black Leather Belt ................................... $15.00

Sizes 28 and 32 only
_____ Car Window Decal .................................. $03.50

“SMA Alumni”
_____ Postcards ................................................ $02.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches .......................... $02.00
_____ Rank Insignia .......................................... $01.00

S/Sgt. and PFC available
_____ Blue Book (reprint) ................................. $10.00

Coffee Cup
_____ South Barracks in blue........................... $05.00
_____ Blue with gold shield .............................. $05.00
_____ Artist Sketch ........................................... $05.00

(Asphalt with South and North Barracks, Mess Hall)
_____ Artist Sketch (all buildings) .................... $05.00

_____ License Plate Holders ............................. $10.00
Black metal with “Staunton Military Academy” in
white lettering.

_____ License Plate Sign .................................. $10.00
White metal with “SMA ALUMNI” in blue

Charges listed below are the the United States in-country
delivery only. Shipmemts to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other
distant destinations are subject to shipper’s charges.

QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL
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Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

Two available (circle your choices): [1] a 17” x 7¼”
sketch of  or [2]  a 14” x 9” sketch.

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

Shipping charges must be added:
$00.00 to $30.00 ........................................... $008.75
$31.00 to $70.00 ........................................... $010.95
$71.00 and above ......................................... $011.95

Total:

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at www.sma-alumni.org or call
(540) 885-1309 for information, leave
a message, and your call will be re-
turned as soon as possible.

Currently, credit card orders can-
not be accepted by the Cadet Store.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

CADET STORE

This is a much reduced image of the
SMA flag that is available in SMA blue
and gold, and also available as a four-
inch by six inch mini-flag on a ball-
tipped post and base mount — per-
fect for a table or the mantle over your
fireplace.  The small flags are $10.00.

“AT EASE...”
… These are the nicest words ever spoken to me at mess.  I

look forward to saying them to you at our Saturday morning
business session in April.

Gentlemen, we are getting closer to the
2009 Reunion.  We have been informed that
the Stonewall Jackson has been sold out.  Nice
job!  This the first time I can remember that
happening so soon.  The “old boys” deserve
an “Atta Boy” for this one (or better yet, a
merit!).  This just makes me believe that the
SMA Alumni Association continues to get stronger, even with
the passing of many of our friends and classmates.

There will be an Alumni meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday
morning (April 18th) at the Stonewall Jackson.  A very large
number of “old boys” attended last year, and we need to see
you again.  Many new things must be addressed by you, the
Alumni.  Keep in mind that although the Board of Directors is
tasked by you (our Alumni) to carry on the SMA legacy, you as
individuals will be given the job of voting on our major propos-
als.  The board can lead, but you must make the major deci-
sions.  One thing I feel is important to our SMA legacy is that
we renew our “pledge” to each other and to VWIL and their
Cadets.  Do we still have that same burning desire to help them
accomplish their dreams?  Do we still have the same drive
needed to work with them and to help and influence them in the
future?  The time has come to help VWIL grow and also keep
our SMA legacy growing.  Please attend this meeting on Satur-
day; we need you there to ensure that the SMA Alumni Asso-
ciation is still a force to be reckoned with, now and in the fu-
ture.

It has been my distinct pleasure to watch the previous ef-
forts put forth by our alumni to help the VWIL cadets enjoy the
same traditions and opportunities that we experienced at the
Hill with our classmates and teammates.  Hopefully, the future
for all of us can be brighter, and the SMA legacy can continue to
grow in both Corps, SMA and VWIL.

Harry

TRUTH, DUTY, HONOR

History revisted -
Below is an ad that ran in a 1959
Kablegram.



Staunton Military Academy Alumni Newsletter
Published by the Staunton Military Academy Foundation • Staunton, Virginia

First Quarter — February 2009

— 1 —

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Reflections From The Hill ...... 2
Feature Article .................... 3-5
Reunion News .................... 6-9
Then and Now ................ 10-11
News and Notes ............. 11-12
Images of the Past ......... 12-13
VWIL News...................... 14-15
Letters to the Editor ........ 15-16
TAPS .................................... 17
Commemorative Letter ....... 18
Cadet Store ........................  15
Dues/Initiatives .................... 16

© Copyright 2008
Staunton Military Academy

Alumni Association

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
STAUNTON, VA
PERMIT NO. 96

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309  •  Fax: (540) 885-1366
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. MEMBERSHIP DUES Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Dues ($50.00) will be credited for fiscal year September 1, 2008 - August 31, 2009).
• Dues are not tax deductible. Please make checks payable to: SMA Alumni Association.
SMA FOUNDATION, INC. Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are used to fund the SMA-VWIL Museum,  scholarships and related expenses.
SMA-VWIL INITIATIVE Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are given to VWIL for discretionary utilization.
SCHOLARSHIP FUND Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are used to fund the annual SMA Alumni Association Leadership Scholarship.
SPECIAL DONATION Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are used as specified by the donor, such as Howie Rifles, VWIL Band, etc.

Name:_____________________________________________________________________Class:_________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: Home: ______________________________ E-mail:_____________________________________________

Complete this form, include your check(s) and mail to SMAAA. Your support and
involvement are critical to the continued success of the association and the activities

and programs that have been developed and implemented in the memory of
Staunton Military Academy, the Corps of Cadets and staff.

s
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ThThThThThe Godfae Godfae Godfae Godfae Godfattttthhhhher Rer Rer Rer Rer Reunionseunionseunionseunionseunions
By David Dana, SMA ‘49

On July 4, 1970, three SMA friends and their wives met at David
Dana’s home in Whitefield, New Hampshire for an informal reunion.
Their impromptu get-together included David Dana, SMA ’49, Joe Perini,
SMA ’48, and Harold “Herk” Wolfe, SMA ’49.  The three “Godfathers”
had so much fun that they invited their children to the next one.  They
haven’t stopped since.  This July, the “Godfathers” will host their 39th

annual reunion at David Dana’s home.
The reunion has grown into a very large ‘family’ affair.  What

began with three couples has expanded into 77 immediate family
members, including children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.  Along the way, the original group of three
“Godfathers” grew to include Carlos Perry Allen, SMA ’48, Edward Peter Battey, SMA ’48, James De Mund, SMA
’48, and Merritt “Tim” Green, SMA ’49 along with their wives and children.

This summer, the attendees will travel thousands of miles from 13 different states and stay at the Dana
family compound, which includes a ten acre pond with a private beach and mountain trails for hiking.  All meals are
taken together, although David admits that most of the work is done now by the younger generations.  Activities

include barbecues, a
sit-down Perini
Italian Dinner,
swimming and
fishing in the pond,
and playing
volleyball.  The
festivities begin with
a “Margaritaville”
type gathering in a
cozy downtown pub,
and they conclude by
attending church
together, followed by
a pancake breakfast

on the Whitefield Common.
The SMA “Godfathers” call themselves “DAPEWGb” (the “b” is silent).

DAPEWGb is a collection of the first letter of their last names, and they are

Continued on page 5




