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By Mark J. Orr, SMA ’73, SMAAA Webmaster

See pages 7, 8, 9 and 10
for reunion information and

registration form.

One of the interesting things about the SMA alumni corps is that one-by-one we
have managed to find our way back to SMA. For some, this has been by making a
journey back to our former campus either on purpose or by accident/convenience.
For many, however, returning to SMA and reconnecting with long lost friends has
been enabled through the Internet and the SMA Alumni Association web site. Every
year, more alumni find their way to the SMAAA web site for their initial visit or to
keep up-to-date with SMA news and events.

During the Thanksgiving holidays in 1996, I did a search for Staunton Military
Academy on my computer and low and
behold I discovered Mal Kantzler’s, 1965,
SMA web site (http://silkscape.com/
SMA/). After 21 years, this was how I be-
came reconnected with SMA and, as a
direct result, began contributing to Mal’s
web site, the SMAAA newsletter, and
other alumni projects. Mal created his
SMA web site in April 1996 and it is com-
prised of 62 pages of content dedicated
to capturing the memories and experi-
ences of our times on The Hill. Several

alumni are listed on the home page as contributors to his site.
In 2001, the SMAAA Board of Directors approved the development of an official

SMAAA web site, which subsequently went live in November of that year. The pri-
mary purpose of the web site is to preserve the memory of SMA, by providing a
gateway for alumni and friends of SMA to stay connected and engaged.

The SMAAA and the SMA web sites are integrated with linkages between them to
eliminate duplication, maintain accuracy, and leverage the best features and content
provided by both sites.

The SMAAA web site is your web site - it is your resource and tool to keep connected
with SMA and your friends. Some of the main sections of the web site include: • Online

Email Directory • News (PDF) Kablegrams • School History • Board of Directors
• Taps Listing • Reunion Page •Museum • Scholarships • Hall of Fame
In the past, we’ve made a few attempts to generate an interactive online dialogue

amongst alumni by using discussion boards and blogs, but unfortunately they have
just never taken off. I’m willing to try again, if there is interest – please let me know.

The SMAAA web site development, hosting and maintenance are funded by VAB
Enterprises, LLC at no cost to the association. Plans for the future include a total
remake of the SMAAA web site. Enhancements under consideration include an online
store with credit card or PayPal payment processing, more streamlined alumni reg-
istration through a secure form-fill, dues payments and donations will include the
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2007-2008 DUES REMITTANCE
AND CONTRIBUTIONS

 I want to speak to all of the SMA alumni, but particularly to those
who have not yet returned to the Hill for a reunion. Our April reunion is
more than just a good time for “old boys”. It is a LOT more.

Our reunion is an opportunity to enjoy the company of our old friends
and classmates. It is also a time of remembering important things from
our past, a time of reflection, if you will. We reflect upon how important
SMA was to our own personal growth. We reflect
upon how deeply SMA influenced the rest of our lives.

Many of us talk about how the education we re-
ceived at SMA helped us through the tough college
classes that followed, helped us to adjust to a new
boss in the work place, and even how that SMA edu-
cation helped to get us where we are today. Yes, SMA
taught us a great deal — in the classroom, on the
drill field, and on the playing fields, it taught us to
stick together through “thick and thin”. It taught us to hang in there, to
stick together, and how to become winners.

When we return to the Hill, the women at Virginia Women’s Institute
of Leadership (VWIL) see these things in us. They are in awe of the long
time friendships we have with each other, and they see the strength
that those relationships give us today. They want the same thing for
themselves. They want the closeness within their own ranks that we
have within ours. And we can help them achieve it.

We can help them by returning to the Hill for the reunion, by paying
the alumni association dues, and by making whatever contribution we
can. By doing so, our relationships will grow stronger, and the SMA
legacy will live on in the Virginia Women’s Institute of Leadership.

Come to the reunion in April! Reunite with your classmates, your room-
mates, and those faculty who taught and mentored you. See for your-
self how good the Hill looks (and it does!). And best yet, see the pride,
the enthusiasm, and the outstanding performance of today’s corps of
VWIL cadets. They will make you swell with pride!

— Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62

Come back! Savor the opportunities!

NAME:___________________________________YEAR______

ADDRESS:__________________________________________

CITY:________________________________STATE_________

ZIP:________________ TELEPHONE:____________________

E-MAIL:______________________________________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $____________

FOR DUES:___________________________________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $____________

FOR:________________________________________________

Please mail this form and your check to the
SMA Alumni Association, P. O. Box 958

Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958



FOOD FOR THOUGHTSMAAA is website
valuable to alumni
options to pay online, and the email di-
rectory will be password protected.

If you have any interesting or unique
SMA photos, stories or memories that
you would like to see on the web site,
send them to me. If you have sugges-
tions for content, such as additional en-
tries to the Hall of Fame, please send
them to me. If you have ideas or sug-
gestions for improvements or enhance-
ments to any parts of the SMAAA web
site, please let me know at
Webmaster@sma-alumni.org.

Please help us keep your contact in-
formation current by sending an email to
Registrar@sma-alumni.org with the fol-
lowing:

• Full Name
• Years at SMA/Grad Year
• Mailing Address
• Phone numbers
• Email

Please, take action now — to ensure
you receive the Kablegram and other
official correspondence from the SMAAA!

Continued from page 1
If you have not registered yet....

....for the 2008 reunion in Staunton, it is time to do so. On pages 7, 8 , 9 and 10
you will find details on the event, and a form that you can complete and send it to the
SMA Alumni Office to be registered. Be sure to include your check for the fees.

Last year more than 125 “old boys” returned, many with spouses and friends, and
made it one of the best and largest reunions in recent history. This year, we antici-
pate a larger group. Classes being honored this year are 1943, 1948, 1953. 1958.
1963, 1968, and 1973.

SMA-VWIL Museum will be closed for break
The Corps of Cadets at the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) will be

on Spring Break from February 29 through March 9. SMA alumni anticipating a visit
to the SMA-VWIL Museum should plan accordingly, since the museum will not be
staffed by cadets during that period. The museum is normally staffed by VWIL cadets
from 1:00 p.m to 4:00 p.m on Saturday, Sunday and Wednesday. Appointments to
gain access to the facility at other times can be made by calling the telephone num-
bers posted on the door or by calling the VWIL office at (540) 887-7042.

Joint social held in Richmond for alumni
Fishburne Military School (FMS) in Waynesboro, Virginia, held a FMS/SMA/AMA

Alumni Richmond Social on February 9 at Rosie Connolly’s Pub. Invitations were ex-
tended to SMA and Augusta Military Academy (AMA) alumni. Information was sent to
SMA alumni by e-mail, since this issue of the Kablegram was not scheduled for distri-
bution until after the date of the event. See page 6 for more details.

Upgrading the VWIL drill team rifles
Dominic “Jack” Dalbo, SMA ‘68, has added rubber butt plates to the special rifles

used by the VWIL Howie Rifles drill team. The group can now practice indoors without
damaging either the wood stocks of the rifles or the floor covering.

The project required significant research and customizing. Butt plates had to be
acquired from a number of sources. These are not common items and Mr. Dalbo
needed to cork with a number of vendors to secure the required quantity.

Our “rock” needs to hear from you!
Paul J. “Ike” Kivlighan, SMA 29, known to all SMA alumni as our “rock”, is report-

edly not in the best of health. “Ike” has always been there for us, and now is the time
when we need to be there for “Ike”.

Perhaps a card of a call will mean a lot to this dedicated alumnus and friend who
has stood with us for so many years. You can reach “Ike” by telephone at (540) 886-
1614, or by mail at 3672 Shuttermill Road, Staunton, Virgina 24401.

The November issue does not stand
as testimony of accurate proofreading.
We have found numerous errors, cor-
rected them as best we can, and are
herewith offering a blanket apology for
all the errors.

On page 5, in the article on Barry M.
Goldwater Jr., the last paragraph in the
second column should have read:

“The year 1964 found Barry, Jr. criss-
crossing the country campaigning for his
father, Senator Barry Goldwater, to be-
come President of the United States.”

On page 6, under a photo of the two
Goldwater brothers, we spelled one
name incorrectly. It should have been
“Michael”.

On page 19, in explaining how to place
an order with the Cadet Store, we failed
to show an address. It is: SMA Alumni
Association, P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Sta-
tion, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958.

Please take the time with each issue
of the Kablegram to notify us of errors in
names, information, and facts that may
be inaccurate. We will note those errors
in the following issues.

CORRECTIONS

THANK YOU!
Creating each issue of the Kablegram is a time-consuming creative effort which

involves research, writing, editing and many other tasks. One of the most challeng-
ing is writing and editing. Being a former newspaperman, I have enjoyed the chal-
lenge and taken pride in the product. When illness slowed me down, I needed help.

Two SMA alumni were quick to respond: Burdette Holmes, SMA 62 and Mark J.
Orr, SMA ‘73. Mr. Holmes has become associate editor and has written several ar-
ticles and edited items for the “Where They Are Now” feature. Mr. Orr wrote several
articles for the November 2007 issue and has done the same for this issue.

Other alumni have sent us articles, photos and digital images that need only to be
edited to be used. This has been incredibly helpful.

The Kablegram is one of our key communication vehicles, and the attention to
detail by these alumni has been instrumental in maintaining continuity of quality.

I am grateful for this generous help. Thank you, gentlemen!
— C. David Litzenburg, SMA ‘58



THEN AND NOW — AN SMA PROFILE

By Burdette Holmes, SMA ‘62
Dennis Oliver began his tenure at SMA in the Junior School,

enrolling in the eighth grade in September 1948.  Following
graduation to the ninth grade on the Hill, he rose in rank and
prestige with each successive year.  He was promoted to Ser-
geant as a sophomore, became a First Sergeant as a junior,
and began his senior year as a Major.

Lettered athlete
“Ollie”, as he was known to his friends, was quite an ath-

lete in his high school days. He played two years
of Junior Varsity basketball and Junior Varsity
football, earning three letters as the catcher
on the varsity baseball team.

Doing well in class and on the parade field,
and being well conditioned by athletics, Dennis
was honored with an appointment to the Howie
Rifles for three consecutive years. Excelling in
natural leadership, he was elected President of
his senior class, was appointed President of the
Honor Committee, and named First Captain of
the Corps of Cadets.

However bad times sometimes come with
the good ones, and it was that way for Dennis.
His senior year at SMA, which began with so
much promise, became a nightmare of disci-
plinary problems.  In February of 1953, he left
SMA without graduating. But “Ollie” did not let
adversity hold him down for long. He returned
to SMA in the fall (as a Private) and earned his diploma on
January 25, 1954.

Bouncing back
Learning how to bounce back from a hard fall is a difficult

lesson, but one he learned as a young man. On the humorous
side of the coin, it can also be said that Dennis has the distinc-
tion of being one of the very few cadets to have his senior
picture in two successive Shrapnels (1953 and 1954).

After graduation from SMA, Dennis attended the University
of North Carolina (UNC) for two years before moving into the
“real” world of business. He notes that one of SMA’s best bas-
ketball players, Lennie Rosenbluth, also attended UNC, becoming
an All-American and playing on the undefeated (32 – 0) UNC
National Championship Team in 1957.

Dennis began his business career with Sears Roebuck in
Norfolk, Virginia. He was emplyed by Sears for 19 years, gain-
ing experience in several stores and eventually rising to assis-
tant store manager. Leaving Sears, he spent a year in local
retailing in Gulfport, Mississippi and then joined an Oldsmobile/
Cadillac dealership, remaining there until his retirement in 1997.
In his interview letter, Ollie says, “Thinking I would never like
the car business, I found that I really enjoyed it, and I was
fortunate to win some sales awards and trips.”

Fond Memories
Even after the passage of 54 years, Dennis still has fond

memories of his time at SMA. He especially appreciated his
education at SMA once he enrolled at UNC.  Education was not
the only thing in his memories.

“I made some wonderful friends, and I learned so much
about living, sharing, and depending on others. I also learned
many leadership principals, which I was able to use through
the years,” Dennis reflects.

Married to his wife Ame, Dennis has four
daughters and ten grandchildren. His extended
family is spread throughout            the South-
ern United States — Charlotte, North Caro-
lina, Houston, Texas, Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
and Gulfport, Mississippi.

Dedication to service
One thing that appears to be prominent in

Dennis’ life is his dedication to helping others.
Asked to join Kiwanis, a service club, in the
mid-1970s, he worked in the local Gulfport
Kiwanis Club.  By 1978, his efforts had earned
him the title of “Distinguished President” of the
Gulfport club.

Over the years, he has held several commit-
tee assignments and was named Lieutenant
Governor of the 10 Kiwanis Clubs located on
the Gulf Coast. And then in 2006, he was elected
Governor of a three-state area of Kiwanis clubs

(Louisiana, Mississippi, and Tennessee).
There are only 50 Kiwanis Governors in the entire world. His

election is a significant achievement in a world-wide organiza-
tion devoted to helping others. The Kiwanis International’s re-
sponse to Hurricane Katrina is an example of how the organi-
zation helps those most in need.  Between opening schools,
trucking in food and water, and even supplying 5,000 new teddy
bears to displaced children, Dennis led the greatest recovery
effort that Kiwanis had ever faced in the Southern United States.

Even in that time of great destruction and challenge, Den-
nis found ways to maintain a happy outlook.

While relating the story of the hurricane relief operation, he
said “...an interesting thing happened after Katrina ravaged
the Gulf Coast...as I was spared damage to my home, we had
volunteers come and stay and go out and work.”

“Two groups came from Staunton, Virginia,” he recalls, “and
with one of the groups, I met Marnie Gibbs.  She looked at my
Shrapnels and was convinced she had danced with me all those
years ago. She said I was “HOT” back then, and you know, I
really liked that.”

Editor’s note: Dennis Oliver has demonstrated to us all that
adversity can be overcome and the challenges of youth can be
transformed into a highly productive and respected career.

— 4 —

Dennis Oliver, SMA ‘54: athlete, leader,
and community service standout
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then and now — VWIL profileS
Janaire Jackson: SGM with
broad responsibilities and
lofty aspirations

Tory Maupin: top Corporal,
USAF officer candidate, and
consciencious leader

When last year I first learned that Janaire Jackson would be
one of two Hunter W. Henry, Jr. scolarship awardees, I did not
know who she was. I was privileged to present the scholarship
at the SMA-VWIL Review in mid-April.

A few days later, I received a letter from Janaire, as did Mr.
Henry, expressing her appreciation for the scholarship. The im-
mediate response got my attention and I decided that I wanted
to know more about this young lady, who is a junior and the

Sergeant Major of the Virginia Women’s In-
stitute for Leadership (VWIL) corps.

Born in Griffin, Georgia to Derrick and
Elaine Jackson, she has one sister, Deja Jack-
son. She attended Griffin High School and
was involved in the JROTC Bear Battalion.
Then came VWIL.

“I chose VWIL my junior year of high
school when a representative of Mary Baldwin

College came to college probe at my high school,” she recalls,
adding: “I noticed [it] when I walked past the stand [with] a
poster of a female cadet in uniform and did research on what
was known to be the only all-female Corps of Cadets.”

Janaire is a Psychology Major with a minor in Leadership.
She  is the Sergeant Major, senior non-commissioned cadet, of
the VWIL Corps of Cadets, and is responsible for the leadership
conduct of subordinate ranking cadets, maintaining full account-
ability for weapons, and serving as “right-hand man” to the
First Captain (company commander) as needed.

She has been a Line Corporal and a member of the nULL
Conduct Committee, and this year is one of several Physical
Training Cadre, and a member of the Junior Dad’s Committee.

Goals and aspirations abound.  “My primary goal is to get
through  Advance Camp for the U.S. Army in Fort Lewis, Wash-
ington,” she says, noting “In addition, I want to attain a 4.0
GPA this year.... this has been my goal since the beginning of
my college career and hopefully I will be able to achieve that
upon completion of this academic year. I will be commissioning
in the United States Army. I would like to be apart of the Medi-
cal Service Corps in order to become a psychologist.”

About VWIL, she says:
“Being apart of the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leader-

ship has done so many great things for me. Ever since I have
found an interest in leadership, I made it my goal to further my
leadership competencies through practice. Considering this is
a cadet run corps, VWIL has allowed me to advance my knowl-
edge of leadership. In addition, this program has provided me
with challenges that have forced me to rely on my own capa-
bilities and the others around me. Overall, VWIL has helped me
to realize that in order to successfully accomplish a task, you
have to work as a collective organization.”

— Continued to page 6 —

By C. David Litzenburg, SMA ‘58 By C. David Litzenburg, SMA ‘58

Until a month ago, I did not know there was such a post as
Lead Corporal. I do not recall the position at Staunton Military
Academy. There, Corporal was Corporal. Within the Virginia
Women’s Institue for Leadership (VWIL) Corps of Cadets, there
is a lead Corporal — Tory Maupin, a sophomore from Keene,
Virginia who was involved in AFROTC for four years before en-
tering the VWIL program.

Asked why she chose VWIL, she says:
“I knew I wanted to participate in Air Force ROTC in college.

I visited UVA and was even interested in Virginia Tech. I chose
VWIL for the sense of family that was so evident when I came
to MBC for an overnight. I didn’t just want ROTC. I wanted a
family that would follow and support me wherever life is des-
tined to take me. VWIL offered me that and I refused to turn it
down.“

Tory Maupin, assigned as a squad leader in the First Pla-
toon, is also Vice President of her class (2010) and has been
involved in the VWIL Uniform Committee. She majors in His-
tory with a minor in Leadership, and says she is considering
changing to Biology.

Tory has plans upon graduation: “....I plan to commission
into the United States Air Force. As for what
I want to do when I get there, I’m not sure.
I’m open to almost anything besides a desk
job,” to which she adds: “I want to learn as
much as I can learn and experience as much
as I can experience right now. I wish to de-
vote my life to helping others regardless of
where life takes me. “

“The VWIL program has definitely changed
me,” she says about the impact of VWIL on her, “ and despite
my previous observations, change can be a good thing.”

“When I arrived at Mary Baldwin on matriculation day, I looked
around and thought, ‘what have I gotten myself into?’”

“I was surrounded by strangers who had no idea who I was.”,
she recalls. “But the irony of a situation like that is that each
and every one of those stranger has helped me in some way.
They have helped to make me the person I am today; some-
times quiet, a little anxious for the future, and a lot of determi-
nation to leave my mark.”

“Here it is a year and half later and none of us are who were
on that day. We’ve all changed and we’ve all became a part of
each other. Some have left but they still remain here.”

“Being a part of VWIL teaches you that you must always be
open to change; life demands it....and regardless of how much
we change, grow, or develop, I know I have 33 sister nULLs
that know exactly what I stand for and are willing to remind
me of that whenever I allow myself to forget.”

“I would do the same thing for them any day of the week.”
— Continued to page 6 —
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VWIL        NEWS

— Continued from page 5 —
Janaire Jacksaon is candid about SMA alumni:
“The SMA Alumni Association has given the VWIL program

so much support in many ways especially financially. The
alumnni have provided the program and many women with the
opportunity to further our leadership capabilities. On that note,
I say thank you for all of your support and dedication towards
VWIL, and continue to offer us the financial support because
we truly appreciate it. Again, thank you!”

Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell, Commandant of Cadets, holds
Jackson in high regard:

“SGM Janaire Jackson is a junior in the VWIL Corps who
was selected by a promotion board last year to be the top ca-
det in the junior class – the SGT Major of the Corps. Despite
this being an extremely demanding and stressful position, that
is responsible for the training, discipline, and accountability of
all NCOs and Corporals, she has withstood the test and ex-
celled in this most difficult leadership position. She is a model,
mentor, and icon for the cadets in the corps as and the corps
itself. The success of the corps relies on the leadership, poten-
tial, and ability of the SGM. We have a great one this year, that
displays all of the poise, confidence, and military ability de-
sired in any VWIL cadet. She has a great future at VWIL.”

SGM Janaire Jackson, VWIL ‘09 Corporal Tory Maupin, VWIL 2010
— Continued from page 5 —

Editor’s note: In the issues of the Kablegram for the past
several years, profiles of VWIL cadets have focused on senior
class members. Then we continued to meet and learn more and
more about members of the sophomore and junior classes, and
it became clear that we were perhaps doing them a disservice
by not including their outstanding members in our profiling.
The profiles in this issue are the initiation of that new policy.

SMA alumni join lobbying
effort to insure continuity
of state’s VWIL funding

With only three months left until graduation, Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership (VWIL) at Mary Baldwin College (MBC)
seniors are looking back reminiscing of the past four years.

When Maggie Connelly looks back
she has a great deal to look back on
and be proud of. As a cadet in the
VWIL program Ms. Connelley is
Color Guard Captain, CIC (Cadet In
Charge) of the Leadership Challenge
program, and CIC of the Cadet Con-
duct Committee. In addition to her
duties in the Corps of Cadets she has
managed to design her own inde-
pendent academic major in Bio/Psy-
chology, geared towards occupation therapy.

She holds the coveted silver academic stars indicating a
Grade Point Average (GPA) of a 3.5 or above and has been
awarded Deans List status in the most recent two semesters.
While keeping up with her academics the past four years she
has also made time to be involved in of Mary Baldwin College
(MBC) athletics.

Ms. Connelly was a member of MBC’s swim team from her
— Continued to page 11—

Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell, Commandant of Cadets, says of
Tory Maupin:

“Corporal Tory Maupin is the senior ranking Cpl in the VWIL
Corps. She is the highest ranking cadet in the sophomore class
and was selected for that position through a promotion board
last year. She is not only the ranking Corporal, but is also the
Vice President of her sophomore class, elected by her peers.”

“Most recently, she received the highest Peer Ratings of her
class as selected by all four classes in the corps. This tells it all
— she is a quiet, dedicated, and conscientious leader who truly
cares for people and shows it through her deeds and actions.
When she speaks, cadets listen at every level for she has earned
the total respect of every cadet in the Corps. She is an amaz-
ing young woman who has unlimited potential and ability.”

Maggie Connelly: military,
academics, MBC athletics,
and....champion boxer!

SMA alumni were in attendance Monday, February 4 in
Richmond when VWIL hosted a reception to impress upon
the Virginia legislature the critical importance of continu-
ing the state’s funding of the VWIL program. Some of those
attending included (left to right): John Nolde, SMA 63; Harry
W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62, Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62; Mrs.
Ann Sebrell; and to her left, Ralph W. Sebrell, SMA ‘45.
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April 11, 12 and 13 will find another influx of Staunton Mili-
tary Academy alumni into Staunton, Virginia. Reunions over
the past five years have produced steadily increasing atten-
dance records.  Although no specific goal has been established,
the SMA Alumni Association Reunion Committee is hopeful that
the 2007 record can be surpassed.

The years of 1933, 1938, 1943, 1948, 1953, 1958, 1963,
1968 and 1973 will be honored at the reunion.

Headquarters for the 2008 event will be the Stonewall Jack-
son Hotel, where 100 rooms have been set aside at a special
SMA Reunion Rate. Alumni planning to attend should take time
now to make reservations by calling (540) 885-4848.

The Hampton Inn on Route 11 south of Staunton will serve
as a secondary location for reunion attendees. The Hampton
Inn provided a block of rooms in 2006 and 2007, and was a
welcome haven for reunion attendees.

The weekend events will begin with a meeting of the Board
of Directors on Friday, April 11, followed at 11:00 a.m. by reg-
istration in the Mess Hall. The annual SMA-VWIL Review is set
for 4:00 p.m. on Kable Field. Alumni will form up on the as-
phalt in front of what once was North Barracks, and will march
down the ramp and onto the field behind the Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Corps of Cadets.

The annual Memorial Wall Ceremony will be held following
the parade. Although there are no plaques to be installed on
the wall this year there will be a reading of the names of the
alumni who have passed away in 2007 and the appropriate
Honor Guard salute and sounding of “taps” will be performed.

A barbecue and reception will be held in the Mess Hall from
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. with an open bar.  The menu will be:

Smoked pork barbecue with sauce on the side
1/4 chicken • Baked Beans • Macaroni and Cheese

Rolls • Coffee or Tea
Pretzels and Potato Chips • Brownies and Cookies

Reunion events will continue Saturday morning with an an-
nual membership meeting at 9:00 a.m. at the Stonewall Jack-
son Hotel, and a separate meeting of alumni ladies from 9:30
a.m. to 11:30 p.m. at the hotel.

The reunion banquet will begin at 6:30 p.m., preceded by a
reception in the main lobby of the hotel at 5:30 p.m. There will
be a cash bar at the reception.

Guest speaker at the banquet will be Barry M. Goldwater,
Jr., SMA ‘57, former U.S. Congressman from California from
1969 to 1983, and three-time All-American member of the SMA
championship swim teams.

 REUNION 2008 — Make your past part of your future!

Record turnout expected
for 2008 SMA reunion

Use the convenient registration form on the next
page, complete it with the appropriate information,

and mail it with your check to SMAAA.

It is now officially 2008 and by the time you receive this
Kablegram less than 60 days until the 2008 SMA Reunion the
weekend of 11-12 April.

Thirty-five years ago, we all left the Hill and embarked on
the next phase of our life. Some of us went on to college, oth-
ers joined the service, and others began their first jobs.
During these past years, some have left us (Joe Kersey) and
some have been missing (Scott Zabroski, Glenn Jones, etc. For
a complete list of The Class of 1973 “Missing” please go to
http://www.reunionannouncements.com/10008/Staunton-Mili-
tary-Academy/1973.php.

If you can help find any of the missing, please send me an
email with their contact info or have them contact me directly.
Some have stayed close to home (apples don’t fall far from the
tree), while others have travelled the world and settled far from
their roots.

The interesting thing is that when you come to an SMA re-
union, unlike any other reunion you may have attended, the old
friendships with these classmates are quickly renewed and even
though 35 years have passed since you’ve seen or even talked,
it disappears in an instant and you’re both reminiscing about
your times and escapades on the Hill!

So, the question now is — will you be one of the 35
that represent the Class of 1973 at this years’ reunion?
It’s not too late and we’d love for you to join the 17 of us that
have already made a commitment to attend. It’s time to recon-
nect and have a good time.

If you have a schedule conflict or some other barrier pre-
venting you from attending, see if you can find a solution that
will allow you to attend. Even if you can only attend for part of
the weekend, your attendance will still count. Getting 35 guys
from our class (or any one class for that matter) to attend an
SMA reunion is unprecedented — that is approximately one-
half our graduating class.

So, help us meet the goal and make a commitment to attend
this year — you don’t want to miss it!!!

By Mark J. Orr, SMA ’73, SMAAA Webmaster

Reunion 2008: Will you be
one of the 35?

The heightened interest in former classmates and friends
and the increasing popularity of SMA reunions in Staunton has
increased the number of inquiries regarding former cadets. In
this issue, Joseph Marmorale, SMA ‘58 has asked that the
Kablegram seek information from our readers about J. P.
Gibson, also SMA ‘58. We do not find Mr. Gibson in our data-
base, and his last known ddress was in Maine.

Mr. Marmorale, who will be at the 2008 reunion in April, is
also seeking information about Frederick Martino, SMA ‘58.

If any SMA alumnus can assist in this search with informa-
tion, it will be sincerely appreciated. Mr. Marmorale can be
reached at (516) 922-7587. His mail address is 105 Yorkshire
Drive, East Norwich, New York 11732-1293.

Alumni need help in their search
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Pease make your check payable to
“SMA Alumni Association”

 and mail this form and your check to
SMA Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958 Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958

PLEASE PRINT!
LAST NAME:________________________________________

FIRST NAME: _________________MIDDLE INITIAL: ________

SMA YEAR: ___________

ADDRESS:_________________________________________

CITY:______________________________________________

STATE: _______ ZIP: _____________

TEL: (         ) _____________________

EMAIL: ____________________________________________

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER

SPOUSE’S NAME: ____________________________________

GUEST’S NAME:______________________________________

GUEST’S NAME:______________________________________

CHILD’S NAME: ______________________________________

CHILD’S NAME: ______________________________________

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION

Deadline for Advance Registration is March 31, 2008. Please take
the time NOW to complete your registration form and mail it, with
your check, to the SMA Alumni Association. By doing to,you will
help us plan more effectively for a successful reunion in 2008.

_____ ADULTS (Weekend) x $100.00/person ......... $ ________

_____ ADULTS (Friday) x $60.00/person ................ $ ________

_____ ADULTS (Saturday) x $60.00/person ........... $ ________

_____ TEENAGER (Weekend) x $70.00/person ..... $ ________

_____ TEENAGER (Friday) x $30.00/person .......... $ ________

_____ TEENAGER (Saturday) x $30.00/person ...... $ ________

_____ 12 and UNDER (Weekend) x $35.00/child ... $ ________

_____ 12 and UNDER (Friday) x $15.00/child ........ $ ________

_____ 12 and UNDER (Saturday) x $20.00/child .... $ ________

.......................................................TOTAL COST:    $ ________

SMA 2008 REUNION
ADVANCE REGISTRATION

FRIDAY, APRIL 11, 2008
All activities will be held at the Mary Baldwin College.

9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. ............ Board of Directors meeting
........................................................... SMA-VWIL Museum

11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. ........ Registration (SMA Mess Hall)
There will be no registration at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel

on Friday, April 11. Late registration will be held at the
Stonewall Jackson Hotel from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and

5:00  to 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 12.
12:00 to 6:00 p.m. ...................... SMA-VWIL Museum open
4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. ........................... SMA-VWIL Parade
SMA alumni will form on the asphalt at 3:30 p.m. and follow

the VWIL Corps of Cadets onto Kable Field
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. .......................... Reception and Barbecue

Buffet-style Barbecue Menu
Smoked Pork (with barbecue sauce on the side)

Grilled Breast of Chicken (barbecue sauce on the side)
Corn on the Cob • Baked Beans • Macaroni and Cheese
Potato Salad • Sandwich Rolls • Fresh Baked Yeast Rolls

Assorted Desserts • Iced Tea • Coffee
Plans for dancing either Friday or Saturday evening are
tentative. Details will be published in the February 2008

issue of The Kablegram.
SATURDAY, APRIL 12, 2005

Stonewall Jackson Hotel • Staunton, Virginia
9:00 to 11:00 a.m. .................. Annual Membership Meeting
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. ....................... Women’s Group Meeting
The women’s group will gather in a separate meeting room

at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel. Refreshments will be
provided.

11:00 to 11:30 a.m. .................. Board of Directors Meeting
11:00 a.m. to  5:00 p.m. ............. SMA-VWIL Museum open

Free time for alumni and guests. Optional events may be
scheduled and will be announced later.

5:30 p.m. .............................. Banquet Reception (cash bar)
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. ...........................  Annual Alumni Banquet

— Buffet Dinner —
Garden Salad with a selection of toppings and dressings

Rolls and Sweet Butter
Freshly Brewed Coffee and Iced Tea

Entreés include Seared Salmon Medallions in Chardonnay
Sauce — Beef Tips Burgundy and Chicken Breast Hunter

Style —  Accompanyments: Chive Mashed Potatoes,
Southern Style Green Beans and Fresh Fruit Bowl.

Chef’s Selected Desserts
— Guest Speaker —

Barry M. Goldwater, Jr., SMA ‘57, Former U.S.Congressman
All-American Swim Team member at SMA, 1957

9:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. ........................................ Dancing
9:30 p.m. .................................................... Nostalgia Time

A special conversation area outside the ballroom will be
available until 11:30 p.m. The nearby lounge will be open.

SUNDAY, APRIL 13, 2005
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. ...................... SMA-VWIL Museum open

SMA 2008 REUNION
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS



— 9 —

SMA ALUMNI REVIEW
4:00 p.m. Friday, April 11, 2008
Kable Field
Alumni will form on the asphalt
between 3:30 to 3:45 p.m.

MEMORIAL WALL CEREMONY
5:15 p.m. Friday, April 11, 2008
SMA-VWIL Museum. Names of
those alumni who passed in 2007
will be read.

Reunion events will begin Friday, April 11, 2008 with a
parade on Kable Field. The SMA Alumni Company will
march down the ramp and onto the field, will pass in re-
view in front of the VWIL Corps of Cadets and then move
to the far side of the field and disband. At the conclusion
of the ceremonies, the entire SMA Alumni Company will
take positions along the side of the field in front of the
bleachers and will accept a pass in review from the VWIL
corps. Those alumni who are unable to march with the
company should also take positions on the side of the
field for the pass in review.

Alumni who cannot for health or other reasons march
with the group should report to the same location where
transportation will be provided to Kable Field. Following
the parade, these alumni will be transported back to the
asphalt for the Memorial Wall ceremony.

In the event of inclement weather, the parade, Memorial
Wall Ceremony will be held in the SMA Mess Hall.

While many of the alumni returning for the 2008 reunion have been to the “Hill” in recent years, others may not be familiar with the
Mary Baldwin College campus. This map shows the areas where events will be held on Friday, April 11, 2008.

REUNION RECEPTION and
BARBEQUE
6:00 p.m.Friday, April 11, 2008
SMA Mess Hall
Beverages will be available.

Althouse unlikely, there always exists the possibility for changes in events and times.
All SMA alumni should try to register in the SMA Mess Hall prior to the beginning of the SMA-VWIL Review

at 3:45 p.m. to learn of any schedule or venue changes.



ANSTETH, JOHN *
ANTONELLI, JOHN *
ARMSTRONG, JACQULINE *
ARNALL, ALVAN S.*
BEDUHN, DAVID *
BISSELL,BRIG.GEN.MICHAEL
BISSETT, WILLIAM *
BOND, STEVEN *
BROERE, THOMAS *
BROWN, PATRICIA C.
BROWN, STEVEN*
BRYANT, DR. BRENDA
BRYANT, CHARLES E. “EDDIE”
BRYANT, VELMA C.
CARLETTI, PHILLIP
CARR, DAVID *
CASE, DENNIS G.
CASES, HECTOR J.
COCHRUN, JAMES L.*
CONDO, JAMES *
DALBO, DOMINIC (JACK) A.*
DEMORY, SGT. FRANK L.
DRACAKIS,EMANUEL J.*
ELDER, RICHARD *
FAIRLAMB, GEORGE *
FINKE, JOHN *
GILLILAN, JOHN *
GOLDWATER, BARRY JR.*
GORDON, SIGMUND *
GORMAN, KEVIN*
HANSON, CRAIG*
HILDEBRAND, WILLIAM *
HOLLINGSWORTH, SCOTT *
HOLMES, BURDETT W.

IRELAND, JULIA
JENKINS, ROBERT *
JONES, ALLEN

KABLE, PAGE ENSLOW “LOLO”)
KIVLIGHAN, PAUL “IKE”

KOLEA, PHILIP*
LAKE, JULIAN *
LEEMAN, A. WILLIAM *

LESCALLETT, KENNETH *
LESNIAK, STANLEY*
LITZENBURG, C. DAVID

LONGYEAR, BARRY*

  YEAR
SMA ‘58
SMA ‘61
PATRON
SMA ‘56
SMA ‘69
VWIL
SMA ‘74
SMA ‘61
SMA ‘73
VWIL
SMA’58
VWIL
SMA ‘39
MBC
FACULTY
SMA ‘56
FACULTY
SMA ‘56
SMA ‘61
SMA ‘57
SMA ‘68
FACULTY
SMA ‘57
SMA ‘62
SMA ‘60
SMA ‘73
SMA ‘58
SMA ‘57
SMA ‘63
SMA ‘70
SMA ‘74
SMA ‘73
SMA ‘74
SMA ‘62

VWIL
SMA ‘65
SMA ‘48

PATRON
SMA ‘29

SMA ‘58
SMA ‘74
SMA ‘50

SMA ‘64
SMA ‘67
SMA ‘58

SMA ‘60

REUNION 2008  APRIL 11-12, 2008
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GUEST(S)NAME

JAN BISSELL

BRAD BRYANT
LOIS

GLORIA CASES

ANNA DEMORY

SUSANN
REMINGTON

CHERYL JONES

KABLE RIZZO
WILLIAM “BILL”
KIVLIGHAN

JEANETTE
LEEMAN

JO ANN
LITZENBURG
AND FAMILY

MARIE MAXWELL
LINDA MAY

ANN W. SEBRELL

JOANN WEST

TESSIE VAMES

MARY ALICE
WEASE

GUEST(S) NAME

Many SMA alumni have committed to attending the 2008 resunion in Staunton.The listing below provides names of alumni and
their guests as well as special guests of the SMA Alumni Association. Those with an asterik (*) after their name have made room
reservations that we are aware of but have not yet registered with the assocation. The Stonewall Jackson Hotel is headquarters
for the reunion. Hampton Inn is the overflow, or optional, lodging facility for this reunion. See the information below.

STONEWALL JACKSON HOTEL
24 South Market Street • Staunton, Virginia 24401

(one block south of Beverly Street)
Telephone: (540) 885-4848 • FAX: (540) 885-4840

E-mail: stonewalljacksonhotel.com
HAMPTON INN

40 Payne Lane • Staunton, Virginia 24401
(off Route 11 south across from shopping center)

(540) 886-7000 • (540) 886-7098
(Ask for SMA Reunion Rate)

YEAR
SMA ‘46
SMA ‘58
SMA ‘73
SMA ‘73
SMA ‘58
SMA ‘64
SMA ‘68
SMA ‘65
SMA ‘52
SMA ‘69
SMA ‘63
SMA ‘73
VWIL
SMA ‘67
SMA ‘49
SMA ‘67
SMA ‘74
SMA ‘50
SMA ‘61
SMA ‘74
SMA ‘43
SMA ‘45
SMA ‘76
SMA ‘60
SMA ‘57
SMA ‘61
SMA ‘58
SMA ‘66
SMA ‘66
SMA ‘52
SMA STAFF
SMA ‘70
SMA ‘53
SMA ‘58
INSTR.
SMA ‘66
INSTR.

SMA ‘49

LOUISELL, BRIG.GEN. WILLAM*
LOWE, JAMES D. (JIM)*
MASTROIANNI, GEORGE R.
MATOS, RICHARD
MAXWELL, RICHARD D.
MAY, JAMES C.
MESSER, ALAN*
MINITER, TIMOTHY*
MOTTA, BRUCE*
NEDRY, JAY C.*
NOLDE, JOHN *
ORR, MARK*
PARKER, KAREN
PARKER, ROBERT*
PAYETTE, JOHN *
PFISHER, DR. CHARLES*
PHILLIPS, THOMAS E, B.*
REYNOLDS, DR. JOHN*
ROSE, VICTOR*
ROSSY, ALFRED (AL)*
SCOLIA, A. J.*
SEBRELL, RALPH L.
SMITH, EDMUND A.*
SMITH, ROBERT T.*
STERN, ARTHUR O.*
STOREY, JAMES*
TABOR, ROBERT G.
TAYLOR, LES G.*
TAYLOR,WILLIAM*
TEWKSBURY, JOHN *
THACKER, DOROTHY C.
TOBIN, DONALD  W. *
TRIMARCO, ANDREW *
URICOECHEA, GERMAN*
VAMES, MAJOR THOMAS P.
WAPLE, LT. COL. GRANT*
WEASE, COL. ROBERT H.

WOLFE, HAROLD P. (HERK)*



— Continued from page 6 —
freshman year to junior year and actively involved with the
soccer team in her junior and senior year. Holding several po-
sitions in the Corps of Cadets, managing her academics, and
active in MBC athletics sounds like a lot for a college student
to accomplish during four years, she has found time to keep up
with one more activity throughout her college career.

Before college she took up boxing in high school and has
kept up with it over the past four years at the Staunton boxing
gym run by Bruce Frank.

In her hometown of Charlotte North Carolina, she started
walking the tapeline for two months because other boxers, all
male, did not like the idea of female boxers at her gym. She
was never asked to participate in sparring and was never asked

e-MAILS AND LETTERS
February 4, 2008

“Dear Arlene,
As to Fred, he is at home. We have a Home Care Nurse who

comes in twice a week, a Physical Therapist, and a person who
gives him a bath, all come in twice a week.

By the time he gets his breathing exercises, medicines for
eyes, and 10 tablets he takes in the a.m. it is almost noon and
we start all over. We are doing fine though and are grateful he
can be home.

Fred fell again recently and the skin just hung from his arm.
I watched the doctor treat it once before when he fell and I

knew what to do. It is looking good now.”
He would not go to the hospital because when he had a nose

bleed recently and went to the ER he had to wait both times for
almost four hours before they treated him.

Thanks for the invitation. From the list of events it sounds like
it will be a great weekend but we will not be able to make it.

It is sad to learn of the passing of many that kept the Associa-
tion alive. The younger men are evidently doing a terrific job.

We are pleased to read that Rob Norton has been attending.
Rob did a great job many years ago.”

Sincerely
Fred and Doris

Maggie Connelly: military, academic, athletic, champion boxer!
to register as an amateur boxer.

When she came to MBC  she walked right into the Staunton
gym hopped in the ring  and took a whole new stance at boxing
under coach Bruce Frank.

 As Maggie improved she tried to getfights but female box-
ers were hard to come by. Throughout the past four years she
has had only four fights but hopefully there will be several more
to come.

in 2007 Maggie had a significant accomplishment to look
back on after graduation. After dropping two weight classes
she fought in the Virginia state boxing championships in Vir-
ginia Beach and won the decision to win the title. She hopes
that she can arrange more fights in the months to come.
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Name:________________________________________ SMA Class Year:____________

Address:______________________________________ C i t y,____________________________Sta te_______

ZIP:__________________________________

Telephone: Home: (________)__________________________ Work: (________)_____________________________

E-mail:__________________________________________

Line 1:__________________________________________

Line 2:__________________________________________

Line 3:__________________________________________

Mail this order form and your check (payable to SMA FSMA FSMA FSMA FSMA Foundation, Inc./Brick Poundation, Inc./Brick Poundation, Inc./Brick Poundation, Inc./Brick Poundation, Inc./Brick Paveraveraveraveraver) to:
SMA Foundation, Inc. • Attn: SMA Walk of Honor • P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station • Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

The purchase of individually inscribed commemorative bricks is a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni, former
faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes and SMA friends and supporters. The blank bricks on
the existing walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks. Each 4” x 8” brick costs $50.00 and can
be purchased with a tax-deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print) Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of
20 characters per line). Punctuation marks count as
characters. If multiple bricks are being purchased,
please make copies of this form to submit orders
for the additional bricks.

Order your “Walk of Honor” bricks today!
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For “Doc” Saffer,
life “offered fun”

TAPS
Pass In Review

Thornton D. “Doc”
Saffer, 69, SMA ‘57, a life-
time resident of Middle-
burg, Virginia, died Janu-
ary 16, 2008. “Doc”, as he
was known to his family,
friends and those SMA
who knew him, attended
the SMA 2007 reunion in
Staunton, and spent time
with former classmates

Arthur Stern (center) and Vincent DiStefano (right).
“Doc” was raised in Middleburg, Virginia, the son of Delbert

D. Saffer, MD and Martha Saffer. At SMA, he became an All-
American swimmer and a member of the SMA champtionship
team. He was awarded a swim scholarship at American Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C., continuing his swimming record
and earning a degree in business administration.

While serving in the U.S. Army, “Doc” was selected for the
Military Olympic Swim Team and was a medal winner.

In the mid-1960s, “Doc” established the initial investment
trust division of First Virginia Bank, which led to a career where
he was acknowledged as a leading portfolio manager for
Loomis,Sayles and Company, L.P. He retired in 2002.

“Doc” was known throughout Middleburg as an ardent sup-
porter of the community. He was a board member of the Mid-
dleburg Community Center, a food hauler for Seven Loaves,
and was actively involved in environmental and conservation
issues. He also wrote a story about his youth in his small town
called “It Was Mostly Fun”, a title that could also be his life
story. The Middleburg Plays turned his story into a raucous
musical production.

“Doc” is survived by his wife Carolyn, daughter Maria Cobb
of Richmond, son Armistead T. Saffer Aylett of Virginia, sister
Claudia Young of The Plains, Virginia, brother Stuart Saffer of
Laguna Beach, California, grandson Thornton D. Saffer, and
three nieces. Services were held January 19 in Middleburg.

Editor’s note: I was privileged to know “Doc” Saffer. I was a
junior at SMA when he was a senior and a member of the cham-
pionship swim team. I witnessed his swimming talent when, in
1957, I tried out for a position on the team. Two laps in that
pool and I was exhausted and advised to seek another activity
better suited to my talents. “Doc” saw my disappointment and
took me aside and encouraged me. I never forgot his sensitivity.

I was not able to attend his funeral due to medical issues of
my own. His long-time friend Arthur O. Stern, from Sharon,
Vermont, traveled to Middleburg to be with the Saffer family
and also represent Staunton Military Academy.

reviewPASS IN

Charles Francis
Lombard, SMA ‘49

Congressional Assistant

Charles Francis Lombard, 78, SMA ‘49, of Jupiter, Florida,
died january 18 of pneumonia at his home. Mr. Lombard, a
congressional assistant in the 1960s and 1970s, lived in Wash-
ington, D.C. until relocating to Florida in the mid-1980’s.

Mr. Lombard was born in France. His father had been the
French military attache in Washington during the 1920s. He
graduated from SMA in 1947 and from the Georgetown Univer-
sity School of Foreign Service in 1951. After service in the U.S.
Army during the Korean War, he earned a master’s degree in
law and diplomacy from the Fletcher School at Tuft’s Univer-
sity in 1955.

Mr. Lombard was an officer with the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) for two years prior to becoming and administra-
tive assistant in Washington, D.C., first with Rep. Robert R. Barry
(R-NY) and then with Rep. James C. Cleveland (R-NH). From
the early 1970s until his retirement in 1981, he was the minor-
ity staff director for three U.S. Senate panels: the Republican
Policy Committee, the Space and Aeronautics Committee, and
the Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations with
Respect to Intelligence Activities.

During his retirement, Mr. Lombard taught a course on trans-
portation at the American University Institute for Learning in
Retirement. He was an avid bridge player and enjoyed sailing
and singing French cabaret songs.

He is survived by two children: Laura Grier Lombard and
John Cassin Lombard, one stepsister and two grandchildren.

— Information for this obituary was taken from
The Washington Post, January 25, 2008.

ROBERT J. ARCHIBALD, SMA’ 64
Robert James Archibald, age 61 of Canton, Ohio died Satur-

day, October 20, 2007 in his home. Born March 3, 1946, in
Youngstown, Ohio.

Mr. Archibald graduated from Kent State University and the
Thunderbird School of International Studies with a M.A. de-
gree. He served in the Vietnam War with the U.S. Army and
received the Purple Heart in addition to other honors. He be-
gan his work career at Donaldson, Lufkin and Jenrette in New
York City and subsequently was an account executive at Olgivy
and Mather before becoming a partner and owner of Profes-
sional Claims Management in Canton with David Bratton and
Mike Novelli.

Mr. Archibald was interred at Arlington National Cemetery;
Arlington, Virginia. Donations may be made to Intrepid Fallen
Heroes Fund, One Intrepid Square, West 46th St and 12th Ave,
New York, N.Y. 10036 or Order of Servants of Mary, Our Lady of
Sorrows Convent, 7400 Military Ave, Omaha, Nebraska 68134.

— Continued to page 13 —.
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TAPS
JOHN T. FINDLEY, SMA’ 57

John Thomas “Tom” Findley, 69, of Winston-Sa-
lem, North Carolina, passed away Wednesday, Sep-
tember 5, 2007, at Wake Forest University Baptist
Medical Center. Mr. Findley was born March 31, 1938,
in Salem, Harrison County, West Virginia. He retired
from Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center
as director of teleconferencing. His lengthy broad-
casting career in North Carolina included news di-
rector, WNBE TV, New Bern; news reporter, WTVD
TV, Durham; news reporter and anchor, WSJS TV and Radio,
Winston-Salem; production director, WXII TV, Winston-Salem;
and Winston-Salem news correspondent at WFMY TV, Greens-
boro.

Mr. Findley is survived by his wife, Peggy ‘Reavis’ Findley.
Memorials may be made to West Haven Baptist Church, 2580

Old Glory Road, Clemmons, North Carolina 27012, or The Shep-
herd Center (where Tom was a volunteer), 1700 Ebert St., Win-
ston-Salem, North Carolina 27103.
CARTER L. GORE, SMA’ 55

Carter L Gore, a 1955 graduate of SMA died September
19, 2006 in a fire at his home in Augusta County, Virginia.
(Submitted by Richard Layton, SMA ‘55).
WALDO W. KEISTER, SMA ’52

Waldo W. Keister, a 1952 graduate of SMA, died December
4, 2007 after a short illness at Mary Washington Hospital,
Fredericksburg, Virginia

Mr. Keister received his Bachelors and Masters degrees from
Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama. He also received an Edu-
cation Specialist from George Washington University.

Mr. Keister was a school teacher for 42 years, including 15
years at SMA from 1959 through 1974, and James City County
Public Schools in Williamsburg. He retired from Caroline County
Schools, Bowling Green in 1999.

Mr. Keister served on the Boards of AARP, Rappahannock
Area Agency on Aging, The Salvation Army, and Caroline Lit-
eracy Council. He was a member of MENSA; Phi Delta Kappa;
the Military Order of Stars and Bars; The Sons of Confederate
Veterans; FCCA; Metro Washington Old Time Radio Club: The
Fredericksburg Museum; Fredericksburg Senior Citizens;
Spotsylvania Senior Citizens, and Stafford Senior Citizens. He
volunteered with many organizations in Fredericksburg.

He is is survived by his wife, Shirley Nuckels Keister; a sis-
ter, Jane Turman; a niece, Kimie Ranken; two great-nieces and
one great-nephew.

Memorials may be made to the American Cancer Society in
c/o Trudy Clifton, 113 Tallpines Avenue, Locust Grove, Virginia
22508 or to the Leukemia-Lymphoma Society, Virginia Chap-
ter, 5511 Staples Mill Road, (202B), Richmond, Virginia 23228.
JOSEPH S. KELLEY, SMA’ 43

Joseph Sayward Kelley, 79, died Thursday, March 21, 2002,
in Port Charlotte, Florida. He was a U.S. Navy veteran of World
War II, serving as a Petty Officer First Class on the USS Big
Horn and later on the USS Refuge, a hospital rescue ship, de-
ployed to Iwo Jima and Okinawa. He remained active with the
Naval Reserves.

He is survived by his wife of 55 years, Patricia (Dougherty)
Kelley of Hampton, Virginia; six daughters and 21 grandchil-
dren; and one great-grandchild.

Submitted by Deidre Perrin, daughter, who said, “He loved
his time at SMA and loved to talk about boxing for his school.)

CHARLES L. REVELLE, JR, SMA’ 44
Charles Leslie Revelle, Jr., 81, a 1944 graduate of

SMA, died November 19, 2007 at Roanoke Chowan Hos-
pital in Murfreesboro, North Carolina. He was a busi-
nessman and community leader.

VICTOR G. ROSSINI, SMA’ 62
Victor G. Rossini, 63, of Uniontown, PA passed

away on November 8, 2007 after a six-year battle
with cancer.  He was born on August 31, 1944, in
Uniontown, Pennsylvania.

Following graduation from SMA in 1962, he attended Robert
Morris College. Mr. Rossini was a partner in Rose Motors, Inc.,
in Masontown, Pennsylvania.

He is survived by his wife Pamela (Diehl) Rossini and sev-
eral children and grandchildren.

Memorial donations can be made to the Uniontown Church
of the Brethren, 20 Robinson Street, Uniontown, Pennsylvania.
RUDOLPH J. SIMKO, SMA’ 58

Rudolph “Rudy” J. Simko, SMA 58,  passed away in 2001, in
Clairton, Pennsylvania. No additional information is available.
JUANITA FAY GRAHAM

Juanita Faye (Rasnick) Graham, 75, widow of Charles Or-
lando “Sarge” Graham, of Fishersville, died November. 27, 2007,
at her residence.

She was born Oct. 5, 1932, in West Virginia. Mrs. Graham
had been employed by Shelburne Middle School and Robert E.
Lee High School, both in Staunton, Virginia. She was an active
member of the Woodrow Wilson Lioness Club and Memorial
Baptist Church.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Master Sergeant
Charles O. Graham, a U.S. Army cadre who was assigned to
SMA for many years. Mrs. Graham recognized the respect that
SMA held for her husband and she donated his uniform to the
SMA-VWIL Museum, where it is today displayed.

Memorials may be made to Augusta-Staunton VFW Post 2216,
P.O. Box 2032, Staunton, Virginia 24402.

WHERE THEY ARE NOW....

To be a part of the “Where They Are Now”
feature you should follow the published format
like the one above, providing the appropriate
information and, if you wish, a current photo

or digital image, and send to
SMA Alumni Association

P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

ROBERT BIRD, SMA ‘58
Public School Teacher and Coach

After graduation, Robert attended Ohio University where he
achieved a Bachelor’s Degree in Education and Akron Univer-
sity, where he earned a Masters Degree.  His career has been
dedicated to Public School teaching and to coaching.

At present, he is a USPTA registered Tennis Professional and
works at the Hall of Fame Fitness Club in Canton, Ohio.

E-mail Bob at jambird442000@yahoo.com or contact him
by regular mail at P.O. Box 35263, Canton, Ohio 44735.
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Complete the order form at on page 15
and mail it with your check to:

SMA-VWIL Museum
 P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

or FAX this order form to (540) 885-1366

Baseball Caps

Golf Shirts

Sweat Shirts T-Shirts

Two sizes of flags will be
available in Spring 2007. The
full size flag (3’ x 5’) will be
available as a special order
item with an estimated cost
of $400.00 without the gold
fringe, and $450.00 with the
fringe. A small (4” x 6”) ver-
sion of the flag is available,
mounted on a gold ball-
tipped black plastic dowel
and base, for $10.00. Flags
are traditional SMA blue and
gold in color.

Ordering is easy!

Large and small
SMA flags

CADET STORE

This is a much reduced image of the SMA flag that is avail-
able in a three-foot by five-foot size in SMA blue and gold,
and also available as a four-inch by six inch mini-flag on a
ball-tipped post and base mount — perfect for a table or
the mantle over your fireplace. See the details at right.

The Kablegram needs pictures and the
information that goes with them, to be included

in our “Looking Back” section.

IMAGES FROM THE PAST

In the November issue of the Kablegram, we asked you if
someone could identify the cadets in this 1964 photo, ob-
viously inside South Barracks. Both James C. “Jim” May,
SMA ‘64 and Stephens “Pete” Newell, SMA ‘67 responded.
From left to right: Anderson Smith, SMA ‘64; George Sliker,
SMA ‘64; Emmett “Rusty” Avery, SMA ‘67; William Aster,
SMA ‘64; Michael Bragg, SMA ‘64 (Punter for the Washing-
ton Redskins); Timothy Cagwin, SMA ‘65; Douglas “Fuzzy”
Thurston, SMA ‘64; and Shields Pittman, SMA ‘65. Stephens
“Pete” Newell, SMA ‘67 essentially agrees with Mr. May’s
assessment. We thank both gentlemen for their responses.



_____ Baseball Cap ........................................... $10.00
Navy blue with gold “Staunton Military Academy”

_____ Baseball Cap .......................................... .$10.00
Blue with green bill with “SMA-VWIL Museum”

_____ SMA-VWIL Video ..................................... $50.00
T-Shirt with shield ..............................................

_____ Sizes M to XXL ........................................ $15.00
Sweatshirt (blue with gold hat shield)

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL. ........................................................ $30.00

Sweatshirt, grey (embroidered with “Staunton
Military Academy” and crossed rifles.

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL$ 30.00 .......................................................

Golf Shirts, navy with embroidered “Staunton
Military Academy”and crossed rifles

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL ........................................................ $30.00

Golf Shirts, blue with maze trim on collar and
sleeve “Staunton Military Academy” in gold

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ Old Boys Buckle (silver) ......................... $20.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................... $25.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................. $25.00

(may be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Black Leather Belt ................................... $15.00

Sizes 28 and 32 only
_____ Car Window Decal .................................. $03.50

“SMA Alumni”
_____ Postcards ................................................ $02.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches .......................... $02.00
_____ Rank Insignia .......................................... $01.00

S/Sgt. and PFC available
_____ Blue Book (reprint) ................................. $10.00

Coffee Cup
_____ South Barracks in blue........................... $05.00
_____ Blue with gold shield .............................. $05.00
_____ Artist Sketch ........................................... $05.00

(Asphalt with South and North Barracks, Mess Hall)
_____ Artist Sketch (all buildings) .................... $05.00

_____ License Plate Holders ............................. $10.00
Black metal with “Staunton Military Academy” in
white lettering.

_____ License Plate Sign .................................. $10.00
White metal with “SMA ALUMNI” in blue

QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL
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Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

Two available (circle your choices): [1] a 17” x 7¼”
sketch of  or [2]  a 14” x 9” sketch.

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

Shipping charges must be added:
$00.00 to $30.00 ............................................. $05.95
$31.00 to $70.00 ............................................. $06.75
$71.00 and above ........................................... $07.95

Total:

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at www.sma-alumni.org or call
(540) 885-1309 for information, leave
a message, and your call will be re-
turned as soon as possible.

We cannot accept credit card or-
ders. If your order is e-mailed or faxed
to the Cadet Store, it will be held
pending receipt of your payment and
then promptly shipped to you by the
most efficient, economical method.

CADET STORE

Make your
past

part of your
future!

Make your
past

part of your
future!

8”x10” color photographs of the SMA
campus are not yet available due to
quality issues. More information will
be provided at the 2008 reunion.



SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
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STAUNTON, VA
PERMIT NO. 96

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309  •  Fax: (540) 885-1366
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. MEMBERSHIP DUES Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Dues ($50.00) will be credited for fiscal year September 1, 2007 - August 31, 2008).
• Dues are not tax deductible. Please make checks payable to: SMA Alumni Association.
SMA FOUNDATION, INC. Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are used to fund the SMA-VWIL Museum,  scholarships and related expenses.
SMA-VWIL INITIATIVE Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are given to VWIL for discretionary utilization.
SCHOLARSHIP FUND Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are used to fund the annual SMA Alumni Association Leadership Scholarship.
SPECIAL DONATION Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are used as specified by the donor, such as Howie Rifles, VWIL Band, etc.

Name:_____________________________________________________________________Class:_________________

A d -
dress:__________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: Home: ______________________________ E-
mail:_____________________________________________

Complete this form, include your check(s) and mail to SMAAA. Your support and
involvement are critical to the continued success of the association and the activities

and programs that have been developed and implemented in the memory of
Staunton Military Academy, the Corps of Cadets and staff.
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