
Dynamic Duo Celebrates Their Golden Anniversary
By Joyner Miller

It is becoming less frequent to hear of couples celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary, but the 
SMA dynamic duo are no ordinary couple. To honor this event, six members of the Old Boys Class of 
1973 created a special Anniversary vacation package for the Nicely’s at the beautiful Homestead Re-
sort in Hot Springs, Virginia. The Old Boys wanted to recognize all that Brocky and Arlene do for SMA 
and its alumni by presenting luxury treatment in an amazing setting. The Nicely’s Golden Anniversary 
is just another milestone for the couple that has known each other for over 70 years!

Their story begins not too far from Staunton. Maybe 
unsurprisingly, the couple grew up on the same street 
in Lexington and met in grade school. They became 
fast friends and eventually, Arlene was Brocky’s date of 
choice to SMA functions. When I talked to them, they 
laughed about how cadets and their dates were only 
allowed to be so close while dancing—perhaps a pre-
cursor to today’s social distancing. Arlene often visited 
campus on the weekends to attend church with Brocky, 
dances were simply not enough time to visit. Brocky 
said that he volunteered for guard duty on the week-
ends that she came because he could skip inspection, 
and he had access to a telephone to call her.

Only war and school 
divided the young cou-
ple. Very few of their fifty 
years have been spent 
away from Staunton. 
Soon after Brocky went 
to Dabney Lancaster 
Community College, he 

was drafted and served in Germany for two years. Upon returning to the States, 
he received both his bachelor’s and master’s degrees at Murray State in Ken-
tucky. They immediately returned to Staunton once he finished. SMA played 
such a large role in their budding romance that Brocky proposed to Arlene on 
Flagpole Hill. Arlene is quick to note how their life came full circle: their first 
house was right down the street from SMA, their son was born the year SMA 
closed, and now they work together to preserve the memory of the Academy.

Aside from curating the museum, the Nicely’s have been extremely active 
in the community, often together. Both of them are retired teachers—Arlene 
taught at Bessie Weller Elementary, and Brocky taught at the former Lee High 
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Ordinarily this column would 
have been a reflection on the 
2020 Staunton Military Acade-
my All-Class Reunion. It would 
have been written with an oc-
casional smile at the recollection 
of memories shared, stories told, 
friendships renewed and begun. 
It would also have been written 
with occasional sadness at the 
new milestones of loss that anoth-

er passing year has left by the wayside. Truth be told, I 
am still smiling as I write, thinking of previous Reunions, 
and I am still sad, knowing that time has taken more 
of my friends and teachers. 

Being deprived of a year’s fellowship at our time of 
life is no small thing, as the road behind is much lon-
ger than the road before us. We expect that next 
year we will be able to gather in Staunton again and 
share one another’s company and perhaps raise a 
glass to absent friends. We can’t know now, though, 
what the situation will be next April – anyone in the 
business of making predictions nowadays should be 
regretting their career choice. 

Be assured that plans and preparations for the 2021 
All-Class Reunion, which will take place April 16-18, 
2021 are well underway. Our keynote speakers have 
re-committed, our annual raffle will be a mega-raffle, 
and our Reunion Schedule will be packed with enjoy-
able and important activities. Next year will be an es-
pecially important one for the Virginia Women’s Insti-
tute for Leadership, our partner in the preservation of 
SMA’s legacy, as VWIL will celebrate the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of its founding. Our past and VWIL’s fu-
ture are parts of one story, and I hope that we have 
an especially big turnout of Old Boys in 2021, both to 
make up for lost time (drinks), and to help honor and 
celebrate our partnership with VWIL.

No.6 advantage of a military boarding school as stat-
ed by SMA in 1920: “Habits of self-reliance, self-re-
straint and independence of thought and action 
fit him gradually for the larger and more varied 
duties of citizenship and business. He gets the 
habit.”

George Mastroianni, SMA ‘73
President, SMA Alumni Foundation
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Dynamic Duo Celebrates Cont.

School (now called Staunton High School). They are 
deeply involved with their church as well, both as dea-
cons and serving on specialized committees. Brocky 
also ran the Staunton Youth Football League for 12 
years and has been a staple at high school football and 
basketball games as an announcer. He has even spent 
many an afternoon lining the football field in Gypsy Hill 
Park. I would be remiss if I did not mention Brocky’s 
extensive involvement with the Boy Scouts, serving as 
Camp Director of Camp Shenandoah and leading a 
troop, among other positions. When you talk to them, 
it is clear that they care not only about each other, but 
SMA and Staunton, too.

If you are curious about the museum and the love 
the Nicely’s have poured into it—whether you have 
been many times or never gotten the chance to visit, I 
highly encourage you to take a trip. Having spent many 
months interning at the museum, I loved reading the 
stories of cadets and seeing their mementos of years 
past. Arlene wanted me to specifically point out new exhibits about SMA cadets who played sports profes-
sionally and an SMA sword that dates back to 1909. It is truly a treat to stop in and talk with them.

Both Brocky and Arlene are looking forward to their anniversary trip. They are so engaged in the communi-
ty, that they rarely vacation. They joke the last vacation they had was when Brocky went to Murray State in the 

70s, so they are honored by the surprise. They have 
done so much for the Academy, and they deserve to 
be recognized—and take a vacation for once!

The wedding photo - The beginning of 
50 wonderful years together- June 27, 1970

Brocky and Arlene today - Homestead bound 
for a much needed vacation!

Dynamic Duo Celebrates Their Golden Anniversary 

By Joyner Miller 

It is becoming less frequent to hear of couples celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary, but the 
SMA dynamic duo are no ordinary couple. To honor this event, six members of the Old Boys 
Class of 1973 created a special Anniversary vacation package for the Nicely’s at the beautiful 
Homestead Resort in Hot Springs, Virginia. The Old Boys wanted to recognize all that Brocky 
and Arlene do for SMA and its alumni by presenting luxury treatment in an amazing setting. The 
Nicely’s Golden Anniversary is just another milestone for the couple that has known each other 
for over 70 years!   

Omni Hotel & Resorts

April 6, 2020

Mr. and Mrs. Arlene and Brocky Nicely
SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.
227 Kable Street
Staunton, VA 24402

Dear Arlene and Brocky,

HAPPY 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY AND CONGRATULATIONS ON BEHALF OF ALL SMA 
ALUMNI !!! 

It is with great pleasure that the six Old Boys named below from the SMA Class of 1973 bestow upon the 
two of you “An All Expense 4 Day, 3 Night  Escape Getaway Package” at the 5 Star Omni Homestead 
Resort in Hot Springs, VA.  

Your Deluxe Package and Stay includes:

1. Deluxe King Room Accommodations.
2. Dinner on arrival in one of three restaurants of your choice at the resort.
3. Breakfast Buffet in the resort Dining Room and dinner in one of three restaurants for the rest of 

your stay.
4. Breakfast in the resort Dining Room on your day of departure.
5. A 50 minute Couples Swedish Massage.
6. Free Parking during your stay.

Arlene and Brocky, we hope that the two of you enjoy this special time together as much as we enjoy 
being able to do this for you and to thank you for all that you have done for all SMA Alumni.

We love you,

Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73 (on behalf of the following Old Boys of 1973)
George Mastroianni, SMA ‘73
Mark Orr, SMA ’73
Tim Scheel, SMA ‘73
Dave Shipula, SMA ’73
Scott Zabroski, SMA ‘73
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SUSPENSE FOR OCTOBER 2020 KABLEGRAM. 
We plan to publish our fall issue of the Kablegram – Leader in October 2020. Please submit your articles 

to vwil@marybaldwin.edu by September 18th, 2020.

SEPTEMBER 19th FACE-TO-FACE BOARD MEETING.
 George Mastroianni, SMA Alumni Foundation President, announced that the September Face-to-

Face board meeting will be Conducted in Staunton at the SMA-VWIL Museum on Saturday, September 
19th at 9am EDT 2020.

HALL OF FAME NOMINATIONS DUE NOVEMBER 16TH.
 The SMA Alumni Foundation has announced that nominations to the SMA Hall of Fame must be sub-

mitted by November 16th. 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS: SMA-VWIL MEMORIAL WALL – NOV 1st.
Even though the deadline is not until November 1, it is never too early to start thinking about nominat-

ing someone for the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall. 
The Memorial Wall honors those SMA and VWIL alumni, faculty and staff or others associated with SMA-

VWIL who have passed away and during their lives have made contributions to school, community, state, 
country and/or humanity, have a notable record of achievement, and whose lives reflect the academy’s 
motto of Truth, Duty, Honor. 

Another section of the Memorial Wall honors all those SMA and VWIL alumni, faculty and staff who 
made the ultimate sacrifice for their country.

Nominations must be received in the SMA alumni office by November 1.
The SMA Alumni Foundation oversees the process. Nominations are reviewed and evaluated by the 

Memorial Wall Committee, which includes a VWIL representative; those recommended for placement on 
the wall are sent to the SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Directors for confirmation. Up to three nomina-
tions can be approved each year.

Copies of past nominations are available through the SMA alumni office: smaalumni@outlook.com
For more information, go to this link: http://sma-alumni.org/memorial-wall/

DATES ANNOUNCED FOR THE 2021 REUNION. 
The SMA Alumni Foundation announced the 2021 Reunion will be conducted April 16-18, 2021. Please 

mark your calendar accordingly and make plans to attend.

CONFIRMED REUNION SPEAKERS.
 The SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Directors announced that Barry B. Longyear ’60 and Joseph D. 

Pistone ’59 have agreed to be our speakers at the formal banquet on Saturday, April 17th, 2021.

BRIEFLY

SMA 1965 Graduate Knighted. 

 On October 22, 2019, at Buckingham 
Palace London, Great Britain, Frederick Ha-
zlewood, SMA Class of 1965, was knighted 
by Prince William, Duke of Cambridge. He 
was honored for his services to business in the 
community in the British Commonwealth/Em-
pire. His award “Knight Commander of the 
Order of St. Michael and St. George” with his 
title being now Sir Frederick A. Hazlewood. We 
here at the John Bull Group of Companies/
Bahamas just wanted to advise SMA of his in-
vestiture and of the wonderful ceremony that 
took place.  Sir Hazlewood was also honored 
by the Queen in 2009 and he’s a member of 
the SMA Hall of Fame.



SMA Alumni Foundation,
Thank you so much for the contribution you made to the St Paul’s United Methodist Church in memory of Dad. He 

has had a rough couple of years, but I know he’s at peace now. He was very fortunate to have such king, caring friends. 
He loved SMA and truly loved volunteering there. 

Thanks again! Warmest Regards

Your gift in memory of Claude Crawford, Jr. is gratefully accepted by St Paul’s United Methodist Church

Dear Mr Mastroianni,
My name is Maggie Olshove, I am one of the VWIL cadets who was awarded the SMA Alumni Leadership Award.  I 

wanted to personally thank you for this scholarship.  I feel so honored and blessed to have been awarded it. I hope you 
are staying safe and healthy. I can’t wait to see you all in the Spring!

Very Respectfully, Maggie Olshove (VWIL 2022, Cadet Sergeant)

Dear Mr. George Mastroianni,
I just wanted to start this out by saying I would have written all of this out, but I could not find a card big enough to 

write everything I wanted to say!
I just wanted to take the time to send a letter to show my appreciation for being selected to receive the colonel Robert 

H. Wease Memorial Scholarship.  I understand Colonel Wease passed away several months ago and was a well-re-
spected and beloved professor to many SMA alumni; with that being said, I feel absolutely honored to have received this 
scholarship and to be one of the first to receive it. Words could not describe how astonished and overjoyed I was upon 
seeing my name pop up as a recipient.

Thank you for your continued support of this relationship between SMA and VWIL.  The support you and many SMA 
alumni give us pushes me as well as many other cadets in the corps to excel in leadership and academics. I was crest-
fallen to find out that we wouldn’t have been able to gather this year due to COVID-19. Interacting with the SMA alumni 
was always a highlight in my Spring semesters, but whether it be at Staunton or anywhere else, my appreciation for the 
SMA does not falter.

Very Respectfully, Brittney Fenner (VWIL 2021, Cadet Captain)
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Thank You

VWIL Cadet Reunites SMA Cadet with SMA Sword
On May 11th, 2020 VWIL Cadet Corporal Leah Mills was at her local pawn shop in Kailua, 

Hawaii. The shop owner said he had a sword from a military academy. Cadet Mills was amazed 
when she examined and realized this was an SMA sword, so she bought it!  With the engraving of 
1961 and LKO, we used the SMA register to identify Leland K. Ozawa as the original owner. With 
that information, Cadet Mills ‘23 successfully contacted Cadet Ozawa ’61 (now living in Las Ve-
gas), they are both originally from Kailua, Hawaii. Cadet Mills was honored to hear Cadet Ozawa’s 
life story and plans to reunite him with his sword. 



ROBERT WEASE MEMORIAL PLAQUE AND BENCH

This bench and plaque will be dedicated at next year’s 
All-Class Reunion, April 16-17, 2021. The bench and 
plaque will be placed on Flagpole Hill this summer. 

We are grateful to Mary Baldwin University, to the Vir-
ginia Women’s Institute for Leadership, to MBU President 
Dr. Pamela Fox, and to Brigadier General Terry Djuric for 
making this tribute to Robert H. Wease possible. We’ll 
celebrate Colonel Wease’s life, accomplishments, and 
contributions more fully at the Reunion next April. Colonel 
Wease touched many lives; the generosity of MBU/VWIL 
will help us remember and celebrate our beloved teacher.
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SALUTES TO THE FOLLOWING ALUMNI !!

Please join me in “Saluting” the following SMA Alumni Foundation Members and Patron for donating their 2020 
Reunion and/or Cadet Sponsor Registrations back to our foundation.
It is gentlemen and one lady like this that make our foundation strong. 

Thank you!
Peter Birckhead, ‘73
Treasurer & Chairman, Legacy Fund

RALPH L. SEBRELL ‘45
ERVIN J. ERLANGER ‘57

LAWRENCE B. STEELE, III ‘61
JEROME W. KINSEY ‘62

RICHARD A. HENDERSON ‘63
JOHN A. NOLDE ‘63

PETER W. BROWN ‘66
FRED G. OURS ‘66
LES G. TAYLOR ‘66

LARRY L. ATKINSON ‘67
HAROLD C. LEACH, JR. ‘67
STANLEY J. LESNIAK ‘67
ROBERT H. DEWEY ‘68

ROBERT J. DIGIACOMO ‘69
JOHN G. FOY ‘69

GLENN B. MACFADDEN ‘69
ROBERT E. POUST ‘69
JOHN W. VAUGHAN III
JOHN S. DANIELS ‘70

WALTER W. KIRCHER ‘70
KEITH D. MIXER ‘70

DAVID M. HADLOW ‘71
PETER D. BIRCKHEAD ‘73

SCOTT ZABROSKI ‘73
THOMAS E. B. PHILLIPS ‘74

SUSAN L. YATES , STUART HALL ‘73
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Reflections From Our Chaplain
YOUR QUARTERLY SERMONETTE
“You Do Not Have a Soul…”

By Rev. R. A. Henderson, ‘63

“…..You are a soul, you have a body!”    Attributed to C. S. Lewis  
	It has been said that there are only two things that last: the Word of God 
and the souls of men.  This is because, like God’s Word, the soul is an im-
perishable thing.  That thought should be both sobering and awe-inspiring.  
Every person you meet is an eternal soul. Every human being who has ever 
lived is a soul, and all of those souls are still in existence somewhere.  The 
question is, where?  The souls that reject God’s love are condemned to pay 
for their own sin, eternally, in hell.  But the souls that accept their own sinful-
ness and God’s gracious gift of forgiveness will live forever beside still waters 
with their Shepherd, wanting for nothing (Psalm 23:2).

	There is often confusion about the human spirit vs. the human soul.  In plac-
es, scripture seems to use the terms interchangeably, but I feel there is a 
subtle difference.  Otherwise, how could the Word of God penetrate “even 
to dividing soul and spirit?” (Hebrews 4:12)  For the word of God is alive and 
active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to divid-
ing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes 
of the heart.  When the Bible talks about man’s spirit, it is usually speaking 
of an inner force which animates a person in one direction or another.  It is 
repeatedly shown as a mover, a dynamic force (Numbers 14:24) “But be-
cause my servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me wholehearted-
ly, I will bring him into the land he went to, and his descendants will inherit it.”

	So my friends, the Bible is not perfectly clear as to the nature of the human 
soul.  But from studying the way the word soul is used in Scripture, we can 
come to some conclusions. Simply stated, the human soul is the part of a 
person that is not physical.  It is the part of every human being that lasts 
eternally after the body experiences death.  (Genesis 35:18) describes the 
death of Rachel, Jacob’s wife, saying she named her son “as her soul was 
departing.” From this I believe we know that the soul is different from the 
body and that it continues to live after physical death.

	Be sure to attend the area house of worship of your choice this weekend.



Updated as of May , 2020

By Peter Birckhead ‘73   l   peterbirckhead@gmail.com   l    713-819-1980
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LEGENCY FUND PROJECT EXCEEDS GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION IN DONATIONS

Thanks to all of our alumni and patrons who have generously given to the Legacy Fund. We have now, after almost 
7 years of fund raising, exceeded $1.6 Million in cash donations, pledges, and life insurance death benefit designations 
either directly to or for the behalf of the SMA AF. 

While we have now reached our fund raising goal our financial needs continue each year so please consider a dona-
tion and make it today either by mailing a check or going on line to www.sma-alumni.org. using a credit card or paypal.

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)

SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND

$500,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Peter Worth ’57 * (cash and pledge) (w/benches, WWI 
Monument Restoration, Museum Signage Package 
sponsorship, Flag and Flag Pole upkeep sponsorship 
and SMA Eagle sponsorship) * Includes gift of $450,000 
to MBU for naming of Kable Field to SMA Worth Field

$150,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 *(IRA Beneficiary Desig-
nation) (Longyear TDH VWIL Scholarship and bricks)

$100,000 + (KABLE SOCIETY)
Richard DiTraglia ’50 (Gift from Last Will and Testament)

$50,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Bill Bissett ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *
George R. Shiarella ’48 (SMA Scholarship)

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Anonymous ’74 *

$35,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino ’75 * (with SMA Scholarship)

$25,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Tilford Jones ’76 (Life Insurance Beneficiary Designation)

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Larry Atkinson ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
John Conomikes ’50 * ( SMA Eagle, Brochure sponsor-
ship and SMA Scholarship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 * (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Richard Henderson ‘63 *
David Brooks Holstein ’73 (w SMA Scholarship Program)
John (Jack) Vaughan III ’69 (w/bench and SMA Eagle 
sponsorship) *
Patricia & Herk Wolfe ’49 (bench sponsorship/Howie Bust 
sponsorship) * deceased

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Carter Condon (Patron) *
John Fuog ’70 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 * (w/SMA sponsorship)
Burdette Holmes ’62 * (w/SMA columns sponsorship 
and SMA Scholarship)
Charles R. Jenkins ’53 *
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship, Col. Wease 
Scholarship and in Honor of Lolo Kable) *
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration spon-
sorship) *
H. Roller Shipplett ’67 (brochure, transcripts copy and 
new website sponsorships ) *
Leslie Taylor ’66 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship and Col. 
Wease Scholarship)
Virginia Windley (Don) ’70 * (w/Donald R. Windley ‘70 
Scholarship)

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 *
John Nolde ’63 *
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *
Stuart Smith ‘48

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli (deceased) ’61 *
Joseph Ritok ’66 *

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Brown ’66 * (with SMA Scholarship)
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74 
Louis Stathis ’70 *
Stephen L. Taylor ’63 *
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband Frank Lee ’52 
and w/bench sponsorship)
Floyd Ostrom ’62 *

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS) Cont.
George Mastroianni ’73 (w/ Col. Robert H. Wease Bench)
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of Duke Myers ’60 de-
ceased)*
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron)*

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
David Gray Anderson ’59 (with SMA Scholarship)
Michael Byington ’61 * (deceased)
Lucius Chapin ‘66
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ’68 *
Allen Jones ’48 *
Stanley Lesniak ’67 * (with Col. Wease Scholarship)
Susan and Ronald Yates (Patron) *

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Anthony Kjorvas ‘59
Peter Birckhead ’73 * 
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72
William Gershen ‘58
Charlie Drumheller ’66 (w/Cannon Restoration spon-
sorship)
Robert Horvath ’47 *
Warren Hutton ’75 *
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench and SMA Eagle spon-
sorship) *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)
Anthony C. Korvas’59 
Steve Landa ’63 *
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67 (deceased)
Mark Orr ’73 *
Tim Scheel ’73 (w/brochure sponsorship) *
Ralph Sebrell ’45
David Shipula ‘73
Peter Stark ’50 *
Frederick Walton ‘33

$500+ (BENEFACTOR)
Hamilton Beggs ‘56
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Michael F. Corbi ’62 (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband Fred Benson 
Griffin ’57)
Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Mrs. Robert Horvath (Memory of Robert Horvath ’47)
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of Maj. Thomas 
Howie) *

$500+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
Christopher Jones ’71 *
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Glen Macfadden ’69 * (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Duke Myers ’60 *
William Pandak ’73 * (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
David Rhodes ‘72
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Edmund Smith ‘76
James H. Stevenson ’58 *
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Larry Ward ’71 * (SMA Scholarship)
Donald Westbrook ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

$250+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong Patron (husband Jack 
Armstrong ’37) *
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
Edward Burka ’48 *
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Digiacomo ’69 (SMA Eagle, Brick sponsorships, 
SMA Scholarship) *
Anthony Disher, Jr. ’72 *
Robert Flatford ’66 *
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ’51 *
Geoffrey Hall ‘65
Tad Hall ’73 *
Mark J. Hancock ’62 *
Page Kable (Patron) *
William Lambert ’62
Harvie Martin III ‘74
Glen MacFadden ’59 *
Edward McLorie ’63 *
Gordon Milestone ’43 *
Leland K. Ozawa ’61 *
Edward Patsch ’53 *
Phil Peter ’50 *
Robert Piper ‘68
Neil J. Rogers ’69 *
Fredrick Shaftman ‘66
Lawrence Steele III ‘61*
Robert Tabor ‘58 *
Frank Till ’71 *
John W. Turner ’67 *
Peter Voss ’48 *
Lee Woody ‘47
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty) Deceased *
Philip Yount ’62 *
Anthony Betz ‘67
Pasquale P. Caiazza ’68 (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Robert Clements ’58 *
Bill Crampton ‘62
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.

$200+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
Craig E. Hanson ‘74
Paul Heyard ’72 *
Tom Howie ‘67
Walter Kircher ’70 (w/Brick Fund)
Larry Lombari ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Edmund Leigh ‘74
Conrad Mihalek ’66 (w/SMA Scholarship)
Gary Martell ‘69
Jeffrey Metzel ‘43
Douglas Nunn ’71 *
Hugh Sproul III ’54 (w/brochure sponsorship)
Doris Thompson (Patron) *
J. Warren Turner ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
W.J. Turner ‘67
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog Mem. Fund) *
Carl Winnefeld ’61 *

$100+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anonymous ’62 * (w/SMA column sponsorship)
James Adams ’59 *
Darr Barshis ‘72
Richard Beaver ‘56
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57
James Bond ’51 *
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
William Bush ’62 (with SMA columns sponsorship)
Alan Butterworth ‘51 *
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
Jose Colon ’60
Wesley G. Constable ’61 *
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Robert H. Dewey III ’68 (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Jack Dickerson ’67 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
David Didawick (Patron) (w/Col. Robert H. Wease Schol-
arship)
George Dunigan ‘64
Philip Farber ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Allen Fisher ’56 (in memory of his brother Bruce Fisher ’49)
William Foard ’56 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
Mark Hancock ‘62
James Hayslip ’75 *
Harry R. Heavner (Patron) (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) 
John C. Hildebrand ‘72
Benjamin Hudson, Jr. ‘54
Sanford Jacobson ’55 
Joseph Koch ’53 *
Lee Lawrence ‘56
Robert Lehman ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Jon Levy ‘56
A Michael Lipper ’53 *

$100+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
William M. Meredith ‘45
Randall Melton ‘76
SFC Kenneth Messer, Jr ’66 *
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Stephen Newton ‘62
Russell Ogan ’70 *
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
William Ratcliff, Jr ‘62
Robert Remaley (Patron)
West Schoenfuss ‘73 
Wayne Scholtes ‘64
Elizabeth Seaman (Patron for Husband Peter Seaman ’50)
Robert Skrotsky ‘63
Ed Smith ‘76
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her husband Dale 
Frederick Snell ’56)
Alexander Spero ‘53 
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
Clarence Tart ‘53
John R. Taylor ‘72
Patricia L Taylor (wife of Joseph J. Taylor ’46)
David Tinker ’69 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John T. Turner ‘67
W. John Turner ’67 *
Paul P. Vames (Patron) (Brother of Tommy Vames) (w/ 
Col. Wease Scholarship)
Jeffrey Van Hyning ‘64

$100+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
D. Eli E. White ‘53
Lee P. Woody ’47 *
Charles Youngman ‘55

$50+ (BENEFACTOR)
Frank Allen ’47 (w/brick sponsorship)
Kelly Allen ‘71
Richard Alonzo ’64 *
William Baldwin III ‘64
Patrick Benavides (Patron) (w/brick sponsorship)
Lawrence Brown ‘65
Bruce Buchanan ’66 (w/brick sponsorship)
Carol Caldwallader Patron (in honor of Lewis 
Caldwallader ‘55)
Ms. Terry Clark Patron (in honor of her father William 
Clark ’48)
David Cohen ‘59
Don Cross ’67 (w/brick sponsorship)
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of James Deehan ’55)
John Diemer ’67 *
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.

$50+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
Everette Doffermyre ’66 *
Susan Finlay Patron (brick for Lolo Kable)
Alexander Forester ‘74
Frederick Gambke ’73 *
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoffry Hall ’64)
Kim Hoffecker (brick for Charles Hoffecker ’38 deceased)
Scott Holcomb ‘66
Ben Hollis ’58 *
Ben Hudson ’54
John Kelly ‘57
Barbara Kerne (Patron)
Carolyn Lucy (Patron) Wife of J.C. Lucy, Jr. ‘53
Alan Messer ’68 (w/brick sponsorship) *
Dan Newman ’60 *
Peter Ottman ’65 (w/Howie Bust sponsorship)
Richard Parson ‘60
COL. Brooke Read ’46 *
AJ Scolio ‘43
Neal Smith ‘66
Michael Somers ’65 (w/brochure sponsorship)
William Summers ‘60
Edwin Taliaferro ’60 *
Thomas Vames Staff (w/Col. Wease Scholarship) Peter 
Velde ‘67
Jon Walker ‘54
Edna Wease (Patron) (Sister in Law of Col. Wease) (w/ 
Col. H. Wease Scholarship)
William L. Wease (Patron) (Brother of Col. Wease) (w/ 
Col. Wease Scholarship) 
Eli White ‘53
Fish Bowl in Museum Receipts

$25+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of her hus-
band John Armstrong’37)
Lee Beard ‘51
David Behuhn ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

$25+ (BENEFACTOR) Cont.
Howard Brewer, Jr ‘47
Claude L. Crawford ’57 (Faculty) *
Robert Coyner ’49 
John Diemer ‘67
Michael Deuting ‘59
Carlos Ferro ’51
Douglas Godwin ‘69
John Graham ‘59 
Mark Hannock ‘62
Charles Hnilicka ‘48
Stanley Kaplan ‘54
James F. Keating ’66 PG
Stanley Licker ‘55
Gregory and Paula Lockhart (Patrons) for James 
Jewett ‘41
Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Edward Mann ‘46
Kirk Moberley ’63 *
Michael Meyers ‘59
John Morrow ‘52
John Pennypacker, Jr ‘63
Darrell Richardson ‘67
Hal Schweder ‘40
Randall See ‘75
William Suppes, Jr. ‘45
William Thomas ‘61
D. Marshall Taylor ‘75
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
William Tucker, Jr ‘58
Dick Unger ‘63
John Zack’69

$10+ (BENEFACTOR)
Joesph McKbben ‘60
James Spencer (Patron)
Gary Waple ’60 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

Thanks to all of these alumni and patrons who have supported the Legacy Fund Project.  Your do-
nations have helped to ensure the memories, traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity. 
Your donations have helped our alumni foundation to continue to provide scholarships and support for 
organizations (such as the VWIL Program at MBU) that exemplify our core values of Truth, Duty and Honor. 
And finally your donations have helped support the new SMA Scholarship Program.

The listing above represents only 20% of living alumni. There are still 80% of those of you who have not 
made a donation! Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No amount is too small and all donations 
are fully tax deductible.  It is easy to donate, just contact me directly and we can discuss all options 
available to help you.  Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73, peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 713-819-1980.

Note.: If you don’t see your name, and you have donated, please let me know. If you have donated 
more than once and do not have a “*” next to your name please let me know. Thanks!
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IMPORTANT 

VOTE FOR YOUR NEW SMAAF BOARD 
Traditionally your alumni association holds the annual membership meeting at the 
All Class Reunion each year.  A critical part of that meeting is to elect one third of  
the twenty-one board of directors to serve new or vacant terms of office.   

At its meeting April 13th the board determined to hold the 2020 Members Meeting 
on August 10th, 2020 in conjunction with a stated board of directors meeting.  On 
May 11th 2020 the board voted to place the following names in nomination. 

 

To serve a three-year term: 

EUGENE K. EHMANN, SMA class of 1974 
WARREN HUTTON, SMA class of 1975 
GEORGE MASTROIANNI, SMA class of 1973 
THOMAS E. B. PHILLIPS, SMA class of 1974 
TIM SCHEEL, SMA class of 1973 
TONY SHIPULA, SMA class of 1974 
IULIANA PETRE, VWIL class of 2001 
 
And to serve a one year term: 
 

RICHARD A. HENDERSON, class of 1963 
 

You are urged to vote as soon as possible by proxy before August 9, 2020.  This 
may be accomplished by sending a message by any one of the following methods: 

email to:  smaalumni@outlook.com     or      Phone: (540) 885-1309  
 
or    US Mail:  SMAAF, P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402.   Be sure to include 
your name. 
 

Your SMAAF board thanks you for taking a moment to vote. 
 

        George Mastroianni, President 

          GGeeoorrggee  

        Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation  
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the 
existing walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased
with a tax-deductible contribution to the SMA alumni Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)
 “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should
     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________
Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________
Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
 Check (payable to SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)
 Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)  Master Card   Visa

Card Number: _____________________________________
Expiration Date: _____________________________________

Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE
Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________
Email Address: ___________________@________________
Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctua-
tion marks count as characters.
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       One 1st Prize: 34% of receipts        Drawing is on April 17, 2021 
      One 2nd Prize: 10% of receipts                  from 6pm to 10pm  
        One 3rd Prize: 6% of receipts               Stonewall Jackson Hotel  
                        ---------  
Only 150 Tickets Sold! --- Cost per Ticket $100       You do not have to be present  
           ALL PRIZES ARE GUARANTEED               to win 
 

Mail with Check or Money Order to: Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation 
P.O. Box 958. Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958 

Telephone: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627- 5806 
Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org     Website: http://sma-alumni.org 

Total Donation: $100 per Ticket. Tickets will be mailed to you upon return of this form and payment of $100 
per ticket by check, money order, or credit card 

Number of Tickets:__________ x $100 =__________  
Name:__________________________________________  
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________  
Phone:______________________________ Signature:___________________________  
Email (for future announcements):___________________________________________________________ 
Credit Card (MasterCard or Visa only)     Master Card         Visa      Billing Address (for credit card)  
Card Number:____________________           ___________________________  
Expiration Date:__________________           ___________________________  
Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card):____________________        ___________________________  
Name (as it appears on credit card):___________________________      ___________________________ 

 



I have just finished reading “Military School? Me?” 
by Stephen J. Wilmer

But why write book report?  Well you might ask!  
Perhaps I am trying to redeem myself for the book report 
I wrote in Col. Webb’s class, upon which, he wrote:  “Do 
you know you wrote this entire paper without ever using 
a comma or semicolon?”  I’ll leave the grade I received, 
entirely to your imagination.

So, I guess this is really meant to be more of a com-
parison of my recollections about life at SMA laid along-
side Mr. Wilmer’s musings, rather than an actual ‘book 
report.’  It is my intent to concentrate on the recollections 
by two cadets at their separate academies.  In each 
case it will help to note that the decade of the 1960’s 
is the setting for both our experiences and that both of 
us were 2-3 year attendees because of our academic 
needs.  Plus the shock of learning that our parents were 
interested enough in our poor academic performance 
in the public schools to do something drastic about it.  
This alone makes our stories comparable at the outset.

The first days of our “new life” were very similar as to 
the structured existence into which we found ourselves 
thrust.  Uniforms, marching to meals and conforming to 
a strict schedule for everything.  It was surreal then and 
even seems a little foreign to me now.

In the author’s introduction he states: “Certainly 
those of you who have attended a military academy will 
be entertained and reminded of their own experiences.”  
Now he most certainly is writing about a campus which 
is not “The Hill;” but I did not absorb enough of his liter-
ary imagery to keep me from seeing all his stories and 
experiences as having taken place in those buildings 
and grounds I knew so well.  The book did, indeed, 
resurrect some long forgotten memories.  I am sure my 
recollections of fifty-five years ago are going to raise 
some challenges from classmates and those who at-
tended before and after me.  So just like Wikipedia, feel 
free to edit my claims about SMA.  

Allow me to dispense with the minor differences and 
similarities right away.

The cadet students were taunted by their counter-
parts in both of those local municipalities.  We were 
“Bellhops” and he claims they were called “Wops” al-
though no explanation was given for that title.  Both sets 
of cadets referred to their antagonists as “Townies.”

In the Mess Hall the command before eating was 
always “Seats!” at SMA, but Wilmer says it was “Eat!” at 

his school.  Perhaps they were already seated?  Howev-
er, he claims that at the start of class they stood at atten-
tion until the ranking cadet gave the command “Seats.”  
As I recall some of our classes did have a cadet take the 
attendance but most often it was the instructor, once the 
late bell rang.

Calling a teacher “Coach” was apparently a liber-
ty taken occasionally at both schools.  However, my 
recollection was that you were to address the teachers 
by rank and last name.  Both the author and I recall 
an instance when a blackboard eraser was hurled by 
a teacher at a dozing cadet, with surprising accuracy.

Mention is made of the dreaded M1-thumb and car-
ing for your rifle.  And at both schools the most naive 
Rats were told by upper classmen to report to the Com-
mandant’s office to get their masturbation papers.

Mr. Wilmer’s school apparently had a number of fe-
male teachers.  To my recollection SMA never had any, 
save for the librarian and the house mother in the Junior 
School.  In his story of the journey home for the holi-
days; there was no reference to “Christmas Colonel.”  
Perhaps that is because the cadets at his academy had 
controlled access to their ‘civies’ throughout the year. As 
I remember it any civilian clothes were in trunks locked 
up in the nether regions of each of the barracks.

Smoking by cadets was allowed with the permis-
sion of the parents at each school but the author spends 
an inordinate amount of time in his musings on the 
subject.  It is written about with intrigue and in great 
detail throughout the book.  I have never been a smoker 
so perhaps I was just oblivious to the drama plaguing 
smokers.

Now on to more striking difference between the ac-
counts in the book and my memories.  At SMA we had a 
full contingent of cooks and waiters serving us at table 
for every meal.  In 1965 I understand that changed to 
a cafeteria style service.  But in Wilmer’s account of his 
experience they had cadet waiters and kitchen help.  He 
even says first year cadets had “KP.”  Upper classmen 
did not have mess hall duties unless they were ‘Post 
Grad’ students.  While we are on the subject of classes 
of cadets; we were either “RATS” or “OLD-BOYS.”  Setting 
aside rank for the moment, the cadets at the quasi-fic-
tional military academy* in the book all wore name-tags 
in a color that identified their class as being a Senior, 
Junior, etc. 

BOOK REPORT..
By R. A. Henderson, ‘63
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Another startling difference was the schools control 
over the rifles used by cadets.  At SMA you were issued 
your “government property” at the start of the school 
year and were responsible for keeping it in your “press” 
as well as free from dirt and rust.  By contrast Mr. Wilmer 
states the rifles lived in the armory and were distributed 
only when required for drill and or parades.  The qualifi-
cation for marksmanship at SMA was strictly conducted 
by the U.S. Army contingent and were done using caliber 
.22 target rifles.  The other school also had .22 caliber 
qualifications to qualify as Marksman, Sharp Shooter 
etc.; but supposedly used the M-1 as well in an outdoor 
venue (although that is not totally clear.)  And he states 
each cadet needed to have a Social Security number in 
order to participate.  I was surprised at that since my 
friends back home and I did not get a SS# until we were 
in college.  I am unsure about the SMA discipline over 
the rifles used before the 1960’s or in the 1970’s. 

Life in the barracks at both schools sounded the 
same except for the nightly bed check.  Supposedly 
the teacher on barracks duty would do a ‘bed check’ 
by opening a room door and saying “cadet so-n-so’ to 
which one was to reply “here sir!  How on earth did the 
inquisitor know that the voice was that of the cadet in 
question?  

Room inspections brought a flood of memories 
many of which were related in another article I wrote 
for the Kablegram several years ago.  Suffice it to say 
both schools quickly taught you that your mother was 
not there to clean up after you.  And both went a little 
overboard on the degree of accuracy required in keeping 
your press neat and orderly.

At SMA we were issued a “laundry stamp” (mine 
was #218), an actual rubber stamp with which we 
could ink stamp not only things that went to the laun-
dry but any property that we did not want to go astray.  
Books, notebooks, hats and even shoe polish cans.

The author’s school placed an identifying number 
on clothing at the time of issue.  It consisted of the first 
letter of your last name followed by the last four digits of 
your Social Security number.  There it was again, thir-
teen year old kids who already had SS#’s!  

In my years at the academy we would take our 
laundry bags over our shoulder and march to the laun-
dry building.  There we exchanged our bag of soiled 
clothes for our numbered bag containing cleanly laun-
dered clothing.  I have heard from former cadets at our 
reunions that they did not do it that way; that somehow 
their laundry was picked up.  There were many cold 

mornings when that would have been a blessing.  At 
Wilmer’s school they also had laundry bags but I gar-
nered no other laundry details beyond that, from reading 
his book.

The subject of ‘hazing’ and ‘corporal punishment’ 
were addressed in the book.  While both seemed to oc-
cur at each of schools, the frequency of both seemed to 
be amplified in the stories told by Wilmer.  To wit, I never 
heard of severe corporal punishment being meted out 
at SMA by teachers, coaches or the military staff.  The 
book paints a different picture on that count.  Hazing did 
go on during my years at SMA and while it was forbid-
den I don’t recall any “Special Orders” issued specifical-
ly for that infraction; demerits yes, but not the ultimate 
punishment brought by a “Special Order.”  An aside: 
That is unless the innocuous, “Conduct unbecoming a 
cadet” covered those instances.  And that brings us to 
AWOL.  Many hours of ‘Beat Squad’ were doled out in 
the book and in my years on the hill, including to one 
of my roommates.  Having said that Wilmer has sev-
eral stories of AWOL adventures which seemingly went 
unpunished.  

In addition to the bell schedule which was under the 
supervision of the cadet guard detail at SMA; other ma-
jor time demarcations were made by bugle calls such 
as, reveille, tattoo, taps and some others.  These were 
provided by actual cadet members of Band Company.  
At this other school it was described as recorded bugle 
calls piped over the public address system.

Prior to the first opportunity to go home for a visit, 
which was really Christmas for most SMA Cadets, if you 
lived close by at Thanksgiving you could get a special 
leave.  But at ‘Ridgeline’ there was supposedly a formal 
“Parent’s Weekend” during which family had the run of 
the school including the barracks (called dorms by Mr. 
Wilmer.)  This “Parents Weekend” came in advance of 
Thanksgiving presumably in October.  I don’t recall a 
similar event at SMA but I am told it existed.  The disrup-
tion to the military discipline that would have just begun 
to saturate our psyches would have been noticeable.  
We had cadets from all over the country as well as sev-
eral foreign countries (I was from Chicago while two of 
my roommates were from Philadelphia and Connecti-
cut) so it may have been a quiet event at our school.  

Such a ‘Parents Weekend’ would hardly have been 
an equal opportunity situation. Certainly not for those 
cadets who did not have family within visiting distance.

The final significant difference to the general oper-
ations at the two academies were the frequent bivouac 

BOOK REPORT..Cont.
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exercises described in the book.  As I recall there was but one military field exercise each year at SMA and it involved a 
way off campus location.  The bivouacs talked about by the author seemed to be on or close to the campus.  Wilmer 
uses one of them for an adventure story.

In closing I found the two schools to be similar but contrasting in many respects.  The author’s school allowed 
access to your ‘civies’ for some leaves.  And as I remember it the only meal for which one could always be excused 
was Friday night mess.  I ate in town most Fridays when I could afford it.  The book talks about Sunday 1st mess as 
‘optional’….yet church, as at SMA, was mandatory, how did that work?

Sadly Wilmer does not make mention of any female preparatory schools in the area of Ridgeline.  That deprived me 
of comparing experiences about Stuart and Fairfax Halls.  And had I penned the book I would have lauded my prep-
school for its excellence in academics and discipline which allowed me to become the man I eventually became.

“Military School?  Me?” is an easy read and is available in soft cover on Amazon.com.  If you want to trigger some 
‘nostalgia’ give it a try.  Just remember, that word means the state of being homesick, being overly sentimental or even 
“an old wound.”

*  I don’t quite comprehend why Mr. Wilmer calls the school in his book “Ridgeline Military Academy,” when he 
clearly states on the dust jacket that he attended and graduated from “Massanutten Military Academy.”  Perhaps it was 
to have his book considered a Novel.

BOOK REPORT..Cont.

VWIL Update.  

As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, our university and Corps of Cadets transitioned to online 
academics and cadet meetings in early March. Because the VWIL Corps have a deep sense of purpose 
and camaraderie, ninety-five percent of the returning cadets have been virtually attending their weekly 
training in their future positions. In May, we hosted four virtual ceremonies to recognize our cadets: SMA 
and VWIL Scholarships & Awards, Change of Command, Seniors Awards, and Joint Commissioning. 

The VWIL Corps began its 24th year of operations in Fall 2019 inducting 49 nULLs into Corps. In 
2020, 58% of the graduates commissioned; compared to 45% in 2019. Cadets continue to excel at 
high levels for the Corps over its 24-year history: academics (3.0 GPA), ROTC (70% enrolled), NCAA 
Sports (45%), passing fitness scores (71%), and student government (42%). 

We look forward to welcoming our cadet corps back to campus in August with many health and 
safety measures in place to reduce the spread of COVID-19. We’ll host an induction parade for our 50+ 
incoming nULLs and new band members on Sunday, August 23rd at 10am on the SMA Worth Field with 
an online link for our family and friends.

Enjoy the VWIL photos cataloging our cadet events between February and May 2020. 



-18-

SMA Scholarships awarded online on May 11th, 2020 
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VWIL Scholarships awarded online on May 11th, 2020 
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Change of Command Ceremony online on May 14th, 2020  

The Corps of Cadets Change of Command ceremony honors the senior class of 2020 as they 
move into their new career opportunities. The parade also includes the rise of the junior and 
sophomore classes and the turnover to upcoming leadership. The VWIL Corps of Cadets has 
many unique traditions – and one of our favorite is the Change of Command ceremony.  They 
pass sabers from seniors to juniors in a meticulous step-by-step process all synchronized to a 
drum beat. The ceremony concludes with seniors tossing their green covers into the air. Be 
assured, whenever the seniors of 2020 come back to campus for a VWIL parade, we’ll lend 
them a cover to throw into the air.  As we all do our part to stop the spread of this terrible 
pandemic, we simulated those symbolic steps with a virtual slide show over the internet with 
100 people watching.  Be certain that this change of command was official.  Our new cadet 
leaders assumed their new rank and roles and we look forward to welcoming them back to 
campus in August when together we have the right measures in place to reassure your safety.  

  

    VWIL          NEWS Cont.
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May 15th: Seniors Awards Ceremony 

The Class of 2020 arrived MBU and VWIL on Tuesday August 17th 2016. They returned from 
Wilderness with a powerful sense of teamwork which enabled them to endure Cadre week with 
the Class of 2017.  Weekly they met with the nULL Conduct Committee (aka SMA’s Beat 
Squad) to hear what they needed to improve on. By the end of their nULL Year… they had 
created the motto … Unity is Victory. The Class of 2020 took charge and breathed life into our 
band, color guard, citizen leader Saturdays, ROTC, peer advising, PT sessions, cross country, 
volleyball, tennis, track, coffee house runs, and MBU SGA and clubs. 

We mailed care packages to each of our 24 graduates and presented Certificates of 
Recognition to 10 cadets for their dedication and commitment to the VWIL Corps of Cadets for 
the past four years.  Each senior received a silver VWIL medallion to wear on their graduation 
gown. This is the same medallion that all 450 VWIL graduates wear to easily identify each other. 
Katherine Bernal Vigil  Sonje Green 
Esperanza Cadena  Regina Pinnix-Schlomer 
Jennifer Colindres  Valena Rose 
Khai Davidson   Mallory Townsend 
Bernesha Dothard  Shyonia Wheeler 
 
Fourteen graduates earned the VWIL Advanced Leadership Certificate.  The certificate reads, 
“With persistence, determination, and purposefulness she has demonstrated her ability to meet 
challenges and her devotion to the ideals upon which the Corps was founded.” These fourteen 
graduates also received a green/yellow cord to wear with their graduation gowns in addition to 
the silver medallion. 

Rhealiza Ambanta  Rebecca Balzan  Sesaly Barden 
Blanca Beltran   Kaylin Coe   Danielle Fortunato 
Nykia Free   Anais Gutierrez  Josephia Reeder 
Jaquelin Rosas  Brittany Sharon  Malika Theus 
Patricia Valdes Gonzalez Thalia Villa 

The Class of 2020 selected Commander Kelly Thorkilson from the VWIL Class of 2000 to be 
their guest speaker on her 20th anniversary of graduating college and commissioning into the 
Coast Guard. While at Mary Baldwin, Commander Thorkilson was the VWIL XO, Sergeant 
Major, PT cadre, captain of the varsity lacrosse and hockey teams, majored in Biology and 
minored in Leadership Studies. Commander Thorkilson is currently the commander of the Coast 
Guard’s Incident Management Team. Prior to her current command, she was the Deputy 
Commander National Strike Force and Executive Officer National Strike Force Coordination 
Center in Elizabeth City, NC. During this assignment and in response to Hurricane Maria, 
Commander Thorkilson deployed to Puerto Rico in 2017.   

Guest Speaker: Commander Kelly Thorkilson, VWIL Class of 2000 
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May 19: Joint Commissioning Ceremony 

We commissioned eight officers: seven second lieutenants into the US Army and one ensign in the US 
Navy.  These officers have worked long and hard to achieve this honor and privilege.  Our newest 
officers, remember they … are … not … average.  They know to set the standard, every day, be 
professional, be themselves, and rely on their SNCOs.  They will follow their VWIL Core Values in 
addition to their service core values: Truth, always tell the truth and admit when you’re wrong. Duty, 
work hard every day, be the first in and the last to go home, learn every detail of your job, be the expert. 
Honor, do what’s right when no one is looking and do what’s right when everyone is looking (peer 
pressure). Five more cadets will complete requirements to commission later in 2020:  Stephanie Barbaro 
(AF), Jennifer Colindres (Army), Danielle Fortunato (Army), Anais Gutierrez (AF), and Josephina Reeder 

(AF). 
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

  

Recognizing Lt Small VWIL ’02 on Memorial Day VWIL Promotion Board Members: CSM Johnson, Maj Easterling, 
Brig Gen Djuric, MSG Motter (L-R) 

Cadet Kristy Kelley VWIL ’22 (2d from left) with SECAF Barrett 
(in blue) at Women In Aviation Conference in Orlando 

VWIL cadets visit the USMC Museum in Quantico over MBU 
Spring Break 2020 

Cadet Diamond Webb VWIL ’22 
completes oath of enlistment in the US 
Coast Guard 

Cadet Maggie Olshove VWIL ’22 completes 
oath of enlistment in the US Coast Guard 

Cadets Olshove and Webb depart for Cape 
May NJ to complete Coast Guard basic 
training 
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

VWIL cadets across the country completed our annual 5K, virtual this year, 
honoring Dr Brenda Bryant, VWIL’s Director
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

Class of 2023 – Rites of Passage – February 2020 
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

VWIL Seniors, Class of 2020, help put their bricks 
into the ground at the SMA-VWIL museum

VWIL senior Class of 2020, Malika Theus, (second from 
right) with VWIL Class of 1999 members (l-r) LTC Sherri 
Sharpe, Lt Col Trimble Spitzer, Karen Bailey Chapman

VWIL seniors – Class of 2020 at nULL Talent Show

Cadets Colindres and Fortunato (in black), VWIL 
2020, accept Army ROTC contract in March 2020.

VWIL Seniors at annual Kwanzaa Celebration
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Members of VWIL Class of 2022 at nULL Talent ShowMembers of VWIL Class of 2021 at nULL Talent Show 

VWIL upperclass cadets in camouflage celebrate with the nULL class of 2023 after their nULL Honor Ceremony

VWIL Class of 2023 ready to select their rooms in 
Kable Residence Hall for Fall 2020.

    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

VWIL Seniors, Class of 2020, say farewell as they 
depart for home to complete their college degree.
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TAPS
Bill was a member of the 

Swan Island Club in Currituck 
Sound, Va. and the Cohoke 
Club on the Pamunkey River. 
Bill loved his years in Roa-
noke, serving as a Scoutmas-
ter and coaching youth foot-
ball. He was an accomplished 
tennis player and golfer, shoot-
ing his age at 77, repeating 
that feat countless times until 
he reached the age of 90. His 
hobbies included complete-
ly restoring a 1942 Jeep from the family farm in Law-
renceville, propagating English boxwood, growing shitake 
mushrooms and building his own smoke house to cure 
Smithfield Hams. 

He spent much of his retirement hunting, fishing and 
creating unique crafts centered around wildlife. Bill creat-
ed meticulous life-like carvings of wild game birds, made 
custom hunting knives and unique walking canes. He was 

a member of The Country Club of Virginia, where 
he enjoyed many years of golf and dinners as a 
member of The Captain’s. He was a former mem-
ber and served on the vestry of St. James Church, 
was a member of the Sons of the Revolution and 
the Sons of the Confederacy. He led an exem-
plary life dedicated to serving family, associates 
and friends with high principles of integrity and 
honesty. Bill was the son of A. Russell Meredith 
and Helen Massie Meredith of Lawrenceville, Va. 
He was predeceased by his older brother, A. Rus-

sell Meredith Jr. and Jean Meredith Clay. He is survived 
by his wife, Anna Paige Dickinson of Loretto, Va.; and 
four children, Claire Thompson Meredith, William Massie 
Meredith Jr. (Sara), John Christian Meredith (Marlyn) and 
Helen Churchill Meredith; and four grandchildren, William 
Massie Meredith III, Margaret Harrison Meredith, Pieper 
Meredith Key (Brett) and Michelle Lorraine Meredith. He 
leaves behind his adored Labrador “Chase” and English 
Setter “Jenny.” A service and celebration will be held on 
Friday, December 27, at 11 a.m. at Vauter’s Episcopal 
Church, 3661 Tidewater Trail, Loretto, Va. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial gifts can be made to Vauter’s Episcopal 
Church.

Published in Richmond Times December  24, 2019

Class of 1945: WILLIAM “BILL” MEREDITH

William Massie Meredith, 
92, of Loretto, Va., died Sun-
day, December 22, 2019. A 
native of Lawrenceville, Va. 
and graduate of Staunton Mil-
itary Academy and UVA ‘51, 
at the request of his beloved 
friend, James C. Wheat, Bill 
joined Wheat & Co. in 1954 
in their Norfolk office. In 
1957, after proving his merit, 
Bill was asked to build the Ro-

anoke office, which he did for 10 years. Once again, Jim 
Wheat asked him to move to Raleigh to launch the firm’s 
footprint into North Carolina. After opening and recruiting 
experienced advisors for seven offices in North Carolina 
in six years, Wheat brought him to Richmond to run the 
firm’s branch system. Bill was instrumental in the merg-
er between Wheat & Co. and Winston-Salem based, First 
Securities, Inc. As a loyal and trusted EVP and 
board member for the firm, his 43 years serving 
in many roles, including Head of the Branch Sys-
tem. With his genuine and engaging personality, 
he had a unique gift for connecting with people. 
We’ve heard many stories from those whose lives 
he touched. Not only from financial advisors that 
he helped bring to Wheat, but other employees 
and clients have shared their gratitude about 
what he meant to them. 

Before attending UVA, he served in the Army 
Air Corps in Germany. Bill was a member of the Z Society 
and St. Anthony Hall fraternity, where he counted many of 
the greatest generation as his lifelong friends. Bill married 
Eugenie deGrasse Pieper in 1952. They were married 54 
years until her passing in 2005. 

Pursuing his boyhood dream of flying, at the age of 
38 he earned his pilot’s license. He loved flying a single 
engine Cessna 150, except that his late wife and mother of 
his four children did not share that glee. Hence, that hob-
by ended abruptly. Bill was a lifelong devoted bird hunter 
and nature lover. Growing up near the family farm in Law-
renceville, he was an avid quail, woodcock and turkey 
hunter. This led to his love for grouse and duck hunting 
throughout his life with many dear and devoted friends. He 
had a special love of the mountains, hunting frequently in 
Bath and Highland County. 
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Class of 1948: STUART “STU” PHILIP SMITH

Stuart Philip Smith, 90, of 
Massanutten, passed away, 
Monday, April 13, 2020, at 
Sentara RMH Medical Center in 
Harrisonburg.

Mr. Smith was born April 
26, 1929, in New Jersey and 
was the son of the late, Philip 
King and Marion French Smith.  
In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by three 
sisters, Virginia Frost, Maude 
Jurgens and Carol Peschel.

In 1948, Stuart graduated from Staunton Military 
Academy and went on to graduate from Officer Candidate 
School in Ft. Benning, GA as a Second Lieutenant during 
the Korean War. He was employed at Sprague Meter Gas 
Company for 38 years, retiring as a Test Engineer.  He was 
an EMT for 26 years with Newtown Ambulance 
Corp. before moving to the Shenandoah Valley in 
March 1995.  In 1982, he bicycled from Seattle 
across the country to Newtown, Conn. with his 
daughter, Nancy.  He was a founding member of 
Newbury Congregational Church in Brookfield, 
Conn., was a member of American Legion, Post 
0222, and delivered Meals on Wheels for 23 
years in the Elkton area. He loved his dogs, was 
an avid Golfer and enjoyed playing at Spots-
wood Country Club.

He is survived 
by his wife of 67 years, Jean 
Scovil Smith; son, Dana Ear-
le Smith; daughters, Pamela 
Smith Woody and husband, 
George and Nancy Smith Mc-
Carthy and husband, Michael, 
as well as a granddaughter, 
Heather Marie Woody.

A celebration of life will be 
held at a later date.   Friends 
may contact the family at home 
at any time. In lieu of flowers, 

memorial contributions may be made to Meals on Wheels 
– EAUS, or UVA Medical Center.

Class of 1950: Richard J. Piccioli

Richard J. “Richie” Piccioli, 
of 4115 S. Nine Mile Road, for-
merly of Grant Court and Olean, 
passed away Thursday (Dec. 
22, 2016) at The Pines Health 
Care and Rehabilitation.

Richie was born Nov. 21, 
1930, in Buffalo, and was a son 
of Pasquale and Mildred Orlan-
do Piccioli. On June 13, 1964, 
at St. Mary of the Angels Church, 
he married his wife of 52 years, 

Margel I. Adams, who survives.
Richie graduated from Staunton Military Academy in 

1950. He was an airman in the U.S. Air Force in the early 
1950s. Richie went on to earn his bachelor’s in econom-
ics from St. Bonaventure University in 1964 and graduat-
ed from Drexel University in Philadelphia with his master’s 

degree in 1972. He worked at the family restau-
rant in various capacities, including office man-
ager and bartender from 1950 to 1964. Richie 
was a teacher at Oswayo Valley School in Shin-
glehouse, Pa., for over 26 years, retiring in 1990.

Richie was a member of the St. Mary of the 
Angels Church and the Penn Hills Country Club. 
He served as an umpire for softball for many 
years. Richie enjoyed golf and reading.

Along with his loving wife, Richie is survived 
by three boys, David A. (Laura) Piccioli of Brad-

ford, Pa., Peter J. (Donna) Piccioli Lexington, Ky., and 
Paul R. Piccioli Bradford, Pa.; five grandchildren, Sean, 
Miranda, Brady, Austyn and Jarod; three brothers, Lewis 
Piccioli of North Palm Beach, Fla., Daniel (Diane) Piccioli 
of Allegany and Patrick (Betsy) Piccioli of East Roches-
ter; a sister, Mary Piccioli of Al-
legany; and several nieces and 
nephews.

Friends will be received from 
4 to 7 p.m. Wednesday at the Let-
ro-McIntosh-Spink Funeral Home, 
646 E. State St. A memorial Mass 
will be held at 10 a.m. Thursday 
(June 15, 2017) the Basilica of 
St. Mary of the Angels. Burial will 
be in St. Bonaventure Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be made to the St. Mary of 
the Angels Church, 202 S. Union St., Olean, NY 14760; 
the American Cancer Society, 197 Summer St., Buffalo, NY 
14222; or to a charity of the donor’s choice.
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Class of 1957: Claude “Chick” Crawford, Jr
[SMA Alumni Class of 1957; SMA coach, 

instructor in 1962, 1966-1967; SMA Museum volunteer]

Chick (Claude Lee) Craw-
ford passed away Friday Febru-
ary 21, at Shenandoah Nursing 
and Rehab Center in Fishers-
ville. Chick was born October 
3, 1939 in Staunton, son of the 
late Claude (Sr.) and Anna (Tal-
ley) Crawford.

If a person can be known for 
one unique feature of their life - 
in the case of Chick - it would 
be “COACH”. To everyone who 
interacted with him as an adult 

he was simply known as “Coach”. His love for sports start-
ed at an early age as he transitioned through various youth 
athletic programs offered by the city of Staunton and culmi-
nated at Lee High School (now named Staunton 
High) where he accumulated 12 Varsity Letters 
in Football, Basketball and Baseball over his 
high school career. He played those same sports 
at Staunton Military Academy and Randolph 
Macon College, and was the star Second Base 
player for the Staunton Braves. He went on to a 
successful high school coaching career winning 
division and state championships during his 
coaching career at Staunton Military Academy, 
VSDB, Luray High School, Asheville (NC) High 
School and Parry McCluer High School. He also 
umpired Valley League and major college baseball games 
and refereed major college basketball games across the 
country. He completed his formal education with a Mas-
ter’s Degree from the University of Virginia.

After retirement his desire for coaching remained 
strong - whether it was teaching Sunday School at St. 
Paul’s United Methodist Church, serving as President of 
the Shenandoah Valley Athletic Club or serving as the be-
loved crossing guard at McSwain Elementary School.

Chick was preceded in death by his former wife Shir-
ley (Quick) Crawford. He has two surviving daughters 
Deborah Hastert (son-in-law Dennis Hastert), Lisa Frazier 
(son-in-law Scott Frazier), six grandchildren Benjamin 
Hastert-spouse Sage Hastert, Zachary Hastert, Anna Fra-
zier, Ellie Frazier, Isabel Frazier, Julia Frazier and his dear 
friend Mary Jarvis.

A celebration of Chick’s life will be conducted at 4 p.m. 
Sunday, March 1, 2020 at St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church by the Reverends Sam Talley and Norman Ram-

sey. The family will be receiving friends and family in the 
church narthex one hour prior 
to the service. Private burial at 
Thornrose Cemetery. Honorary 
pallbearers will be members 
of the Adult Fellowship Sun-
day School of St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church.

The family would like to 
thank his dear friends Donald 
Kersch, Earl Cox, Bill Ingram, 
Richard McIntyre, Paul Hatch-
er, Buck Robinson, Leonard 
Wallace, Al Painter, Donnie 
Fulk and Pete Floyd for their 
loyalty in staying close to Chick as he transitioned through 
his various convalescent facilities.

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made to 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 2000 Shutterlee Mill 
Road, Staunton, Virginia 24401.

Class of 1957: Dee Riddell Harris

Dee Riddell Harris 
passed away March 1, 
2020.  He was born 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma in 
1939 to DB and Marna 
Ruth Harris and lived 
in many midwestern 
states and Colombia 

and Mexico as a child.  He 
graduated high school from 
Staunton Military Academy in 
Staunton Virginia and Tulsa Uni-
versity. After 6 years as a Naval 
officer, he attended Wisconsin Law School.  

He began his career in securities regulation in Michi-
gan before moving to Arizona in December 1976.  He was 
first Assistant Director of Securities with the Arizona Corpo-
ration Commission and  after a 
few years in the real estate se-
curities industry returned as Di-
rector from 1989 to 1997.  He 
served as President of the North 
American Securities Adminis-
trators Association from 1995 
to 1996.  Thereafter he was 
involved in investment banking 
and in activities supporting en-



-32-

TAPS CONT.

school physics teacher and tennis coach at Stuarts Draft 
High School, and in his later years, an attorney at law.

Cy was an avid outdoorsman and especially loved 
fishing, hunting, and golfing. He was a lifelong member 
of the Rockbridge Bath Hunt Club. More than anything, Cy 
loved his wife, children, and grandchildren. He treasured 
whole family get-togethers and could usually be found in 
a chair behind the action with a smile of love and pride he 
always had for his sons, daughter-in-laws and of course, 
grandchildren. His was a life well lived.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a private graveside 
service for the family will be at Thornrose Cemetery in 
Staunton, VA on Thursday, March 26, 2020. A celebration 
of Cy’s life will be held at a later date. In lieu of flowers, 
the family asks that you consider making a donation to the 
Valley Mission of Staunton.

From Cy’s brother Gregory Painter:
Sadly, Simon M. Painter, Jr. 

(“Cy”), Class of 1958, passed 
away last night at his home in 

Staunton, Virginia.  He 
was 79.  He had been 
in poor health for a 
number of years.  His 
twin, Allan B.  Painter, 
II, Class of 1958, with 
the exception of his 
years as an officer in 
the U.S.Army, has also 
lived  in Staunton, Virginia and still survives.

Cy had a very successful three years at 
SMA.  He was valedictorian, played at various times foot-
ball, basketball, baseball, track, and tennis, was a Howie 
Rifle, active in the cotillion club, a Stephens award winner, 
an honor court member, and after serving in the top ju-
nior class rank as cadet master sergeant on the regimental 
staff his junior year, he was only the regimental adjutant 
his senior year.  I believe this was the second highest rank 
at that time. My Dad, the principal of the Junior School, 
was told that Cy was not named the Regimental Com-
mander as there was concern as to how it would appear if 
this honor was bestowed on the son of a faculty member.

Both Cy and Al were Captains their senior year.  Al was 
the commander of Company G, the junior school company.

Both Cy and Al graduated from Washington & Lee 
University.  Cy went to Duke Medical School for a year, 
but then decided to go into the real estate business in 
Staunton.  His firm was Painter Real Estate.  During his 
working career, Cy was a real estate broker, then a high 
school physics instructor and tennis coach, and in his lat-
er years, an attorney.  He enjoyed hunting, fishing, golf, 

trepreneurship and small business investment, including 
the Arizona Angels Venture Group, Enterprise Network and 
Arizona Business Leadership Association.  He also taught 
securities law for four semesters as an adjunct professor 
at ASU College of Law.  

He is survived by his wife of 47 years Jean, his niece 
Marna Harris and his nephew Guy Harris and family.  A 
private burial service will be held in Purcell, Oklahoma.  
Memorial donations may be made to the Hospice of the 
Valley, Phoenix. 

Class of 1958: Simon “Cy” Painter, Jr 

Simon Marcellus Painter 
Jr. (“Cy”) answered his final 
roll call at home on March 22, 
2020. Cy had bravely fought 
several serious health condi-
tions for a number of years.

Cy was born on May 8th, 
1940 in Bedford, Virginia, son 
of the late Simon Mar-
cellus Painter, Sr. and 
the late Laura Lackey 
Painter, both formerly 
of Staunton.

Surviving family members include his loving 
wife of 46 years, Vickie Jett Painter of Staunton; 
as well as three sons, Mr. Eddie Painter (Delena) 
of Staunton, Colonel Karl Painter (Stephanie) of 
Denver, NC, and Dr. Jason Painter (Sarah) of 
Fuquay Varina, NC.

Also surviving are his sister, Marcella Painter Mears 
of Staunton; twin brother, Allan B. Painter, II of Staunton; 
and younger brother Samuel F. Painter (Brenda) of Blythe-
wood, SC.

Grandchildren include Ashley Helmick, Jarret Boney, 
Kinsey Painter, Kerrigan Painter, Jamison Painter, Caroline 
Rucker, Jackson Simon Painter, Will Painter, Tori Painter, 
Abby Rucker, Mary Catherine Painter, Henry Painter and 
Sydney Painter.

Great Grandchildren include Madison Helmick, Cam-
eran Helmick, Taylor Helmick, Macy Boney, and Lucas 
Boney.

Cy graduated from Staunton Military Academy (Vale-
dictorian) in 1958, Washington & Lee University (Magna 
Cum Laude) in 1962, and Cooley Law School in 1989. 
With the exception of time spent away to complete his 
education and for military service (Virginia Army National 
Guard), Cy had been a Staunton resident since 1955. In 
his working career, Cy was a real estate broker, a high 
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his family, and attending SMA reunions.
Cy and wife Vickie, the former Vickie Jett and a Vice 

President of a mortgage company, have three sons:  Ed-
die Painter and another pair of twins: Jason and Karl Paint-
er.  Eddie lives in Staunton and is employed by the McKie 
manufacturing company.  Dr. Jason Painter  is a college 
professor who directs the Science House program at N. 
C. State.  Karl Painter  is an Afghanistan veteran (where 
he was awarded a bronze star), a full Colonel in the U.S. 
Army Reserve, and is employed by Wells Fargo Bank in 
Charlotte.

Class of 1965: Timothy Miniter

Timothy M. Miniter of Clear 
Spring, loving husband, father 
and grandfather passed away 
at the age of 73 in Inova Fair-
fax Hospital, Virginia. He battled 
Parkinson’s for many years.

Born in Buffalo, 
NY on December 24, 
1946 he grew up in 
Lake Barcroft, Virgin-
ia and was a gradu-

ate of Staunton Military Academy. He proudly 
served 23 years in the United States Army. After 
his military retirement he pursued a career and 
subsequently retired from the State of Maryland 
Department of Public Safety and Correctional 
Services - Maryland Correctional Institute, Hag-
erstown, Maryland.

He was a lifelong fan of the Washington Redskins and 
Notre Dame football. He was also a proud supporter of 
the Clear Spring Blazers where he enjoyed watching his 
grandchildren play sports.

Tim is survived by his wife of 51 years, Judith Trus-
sell Miniter, daughter Michelle Bowers and husband 
Richard Bowers of Hagerstown, daughter Crissy Weaver 

and husband Shawn 
Weaver of Big Pool and 
grandchildren, Skylar 
Bowers, Ryan Weav-
er, Ethan Weaver, and 
Cole Weaver.

Celebration of Life 
will be held at a later 
date. In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests do-
nations to be made to 
the Wounded Warriors 
Project.

Class of 1966: Samuel Fishburn Woody II

Samuel Fishburn Woody II 
of Roanoke, Va., passed away 
on Thursday, January 9, 2020. 
He was born in Roanoke, Va. 
on March 3, 1948, to Robert 
Wells Woody and Betty Louise 
Beasley Woody. He was prede-
ceased by his parents; his son, 
Lucius Randolph Woody; his 
aunt with whom he shared a 
birthday, Evelyn Woody Book-
er; his brother-in-law, Richard 
Hughes Hahn; and his father-

in-law, Robert Gray Hardin. 
He is survived by his beloved wife of 33 years, Deb-

ra Lee Hardin Woody; his daughter, Mary Louise Woody, 
and son-in-law, Aaron Perelstein; his son, Robert Draper 
Woody; his sisters, Mary Louise Woody Hahn and Robin 

Woody Ingram, and husband, Bill; his mother-in-
law, Virginia Brown Hardin; his sister-in-law, Ann 
Hardin Hince and husband, Tony; his brother-in-
law, David Gray Hardin; his nieces, Elizabeth Car-
ruthers Ingram, Mary Brandon Ingram, and Mad-
ison Elise Hince; and a host of cherished cousins 
and friends. 

Mr. Woody was a graduate of Staunton Military 
Academy and attended Roanoke College where he 
was a member of the golf team. He served in the 
United States Navy during the Vietnam War and 
was a life-long member of St. John’s Episcopal 

Church. In addition, he was an associate member of the 
National Society of the Washington Family Descendants 
serving along with his wife as co-hosts for annual re-
unions. 

“Silent” Sam was a scratch 
golfer until a back injury end-
ed his playing days. Even Sam 
Snead was impressed with 
his talent. After watching our 
Sam hit a magnificent shot at 
the Homestead, Snead looked 
at Sam and remarked, “That’s 
a mighty fine swing you have 
there, boy.” Mr. Woody lived life 
to the fullest. He enjoyed hav-
ing a spirited political debate, 
following the stock market, 
playfully teasing his wife and children, taking an afternoon 
walk with his dogs, playing golf, hosting wine tastings 
with good friends, traveling near and far, collecting art and 
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antiques, dancing the night away at the Roanoke German 
parties, sipping Kentucky bourbon, and smoking a good 
cigar. 

Services will be private. The family wishes to thank 
the late Dr. Gerald Schertz, Dr. Padmaja Mallidi, Dr. Da-
vid Rizzieri, and the various wonderful members of his 
treatment teams from Blue Ridge Cancer Center, Carilion 
Roanoke Memorial Hospital Oncology on 10 South, Duke 
Cancer Center, and Carilion Clinic Hospice for their kind-
ness and gentle care. In lieu of flowers, the family sug-
gests that donations may be made either to Roanoke Col-
lege, 221 College Lane, Salem, VA 24153, attn: Resource 
Development or to the Carilion Cancer Center Fundraising 
Campaign, visit https://carilionfoundation.org/contact-us 
and click the “Donate Now” button.

Class of 1967: Paul M. Rambasek

Beloved husband of Karen 
(nee Kocab), lov-
ing father of Michael 
(Ann), Marne (Aaron) 
Pechota, and Kara; 
“Papa” of Jack, Matt, 
and Claire Rambasek, 
Luciano, Marin, Ev-
elyn, Charlotte, Kea-
ton, and Augustus 
Pechota; son of the 
late Marian (nee Do-
nahue) and Dr. Ed-

ward Rambasek; brother of Patricia (Rik) Laird, Dr. James 
(Lynn) Rambasek, and Tom (Nancy) Rambasek. 

Paul, a 1971 graduate of the University of Dayton, 
established Brunswick Nissan in 1976. Dementia was 
unable to dim his fierce love of family and friends and his 
relentless humor. 

He passed away Septem-
ber 21. Funeral Mass on Sat-
urday, September 27, at Holy 
Trinity Church, 33601 Detroit 
Rd. at 10:00 a.m. Interment, 
St. Joseph Cemetery, Avon. 
The Family suggests memorial 
contributions be made to the 
Ames Family Hospice House, 
30080 Hospice Way, Westlake, 
Ohio, or The Fontbonne Home, 
29501 West Oakland, Bay Vil-
lage. Paul’s warm embrace will 
hold us until we meet again.

Class of 1970: Kevin James Dwyer

The love of my life, Kev-
in James Dwyer, 67, passed 
away at home surrounded 
by family on March 5, 2020. 
He was born Oct. 7, 1952, in 
Newark, N.J., the son of Jo-
seph James and Marion (Del-
vin) Dwyer. 

He went to Staunton Mil-
itary Academy [1966-1968] 
and graduated from the Gar-
land School and Graham Jr. 
College in Boston. He was a mailman for 30 years and 
enjoyed his years in Cape Elizabeth and loved the North-
ern Maine woods. 

Kevin was overjoyed when he retired and moved full 
time to Greenville, gateway to Moosehead Lake. He loved 

his family, friends and playing the drums. He also 
enjoyed canoeing, fishing, snowmobiling, moose 
watching, hiking and just driving the roads in 
northern Maine. His favorite season was fall and 
leaf peeking was always the best on his birthday. 
Kevin was a kind, gentle, loving man always will-
ing to help anyone he could. His knowledge of 
rock and roll was better than most people. That is 
why his part time job at the Cumberland County 
Civic Center in Portland for 16 years was the best 
part time job he could have had, and he loved it. 

Kevin is survived by his wife, Mary-Jo Dw-
yer; son, Mark Dwyer from 
Scarborough, son Joshua 
Dwyer from Damariscotta; 
stepson, Jay Chadbourne and 
his wife, Miranda, from Saco; 
grandson, Perry Shepard from 
Bridgton; grandstepdaughter, 
Mariah Cranston from Port-
land; great-grandson, River 
Shepard from Bridgton; broth-
er, Tom Dwyer and his wife, 
Elizabeth, from Westfield, 
N.J., brother, Tim Dwyer and 
his wife, Paulette, from Green-
ville, S.C.; sister, Sharon Dwyer from Charlotte, N.C.; and 
numerous nieces and nephews. He may be gone, but he 
will never be forgotten!



QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL

_____ SMA Challenge Coins ........................................................ $20.00
_____ SMA Lapel Pins .................................................................. $10.00
_____ Baseball Caps ................................................................... $20.00

Structured Hats: Blue with Gold Lettering
    “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield
Blue with Blue and Gold visor,
    round SMA Patch ................... $20.00

_____ Baseball Caps ................................................................... $20.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) ................... $20.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) ................................. $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ............................... $20.00
_____ Navy Blue _____Black (front: full color hat shield,Back:

Staunton Military Academy, Virginia..printed W/larger shield) ....... $20.00
_____ Long sleeve Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) ........... $25.00
_____ Long sleeve Black: (with full color hat shield patch) .......... $25.00
_____ Long Sleeve Navy Blue _____Black (front: full color hat shield,

Back: Staunton Military Academy, Virginia..printed W/larger shield) .......... $25.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Old Gold with cross rifles and

Staunton Military Academy in navy blue ............................. $39.00
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ............... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ................... $39.00
_____ Jackets:   M-3X
_____ Zippered wind jacket, blue with gold stripe on sleeve

with full color hat shield ...................................................... $45.00
_____ Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield (Special order) .............. $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch ............................... $75.00
_____ Blue Pull Over Hoodie with STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY

in gold across the chest ..................................................... $40.00
_____ Blue zip up Hoodie with full color shield ............................ $45.00
_____ Gray Sweat Shirt with Round SMA Patch,

Staunton Military Academy on sleeve in blue .................... $35.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ..................................................... $35.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ......................................................... $40.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Old Boys belt buckle (Silver with Staunton Cadet with eagle) ... $30.00
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ............................. $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ......................................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .............................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ..................... $5.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70 ......... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ...................................... $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.
Shipping charges must be added:

 Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope..... $3.00
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................... $15.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................... $20.00
    $71.00 and above ................................................................. $25.00

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the SMA-
VWIL Museum in the former SMA Supply
Room. The form at right should be completed
and mailed, with your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Foundation Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by e-mail at

smaalumni@outlook.com
 or call (540) 885-1309 for information, leave 
a message, and your call will be returned as 
soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be processed by 
using the form on page 36. Your order will be 
shipped when payment is received.

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review
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Staunton Military Academy 
Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
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Staunton Military Academy
Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.
SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.(tax exempt) {payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation}
• One Star Membership: ($100.00 for one year, 1 September through 31 August) $___________
• Two Star Membership: ($180.00 for two years, (10% off) $___________
• Three Star Membership: ($240.00 for three years, (20% off) $___________
• Lifetime Membership: ($1,000.00 for lifetime) $___________

•  SMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt): $___________
     The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions and
alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity.  Your donation helps the SMA Alumni Foundation
maintain the alumni office, Memorial Wall, archives, web site, and Kablegram-Leader.

• SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)      $_________     $_________     $_________     $_________     $_________
For more information on the SMA Alumni Foundation Scholarship Program, please visit our

website at www.sma-alumni.org. Your contributions are fully tax deductible.

•  TTTTTruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Duty, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):
      The purpose of the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund is to support entities such as the Virginia
Women’s Institute for Leadership through educational scholarships/awards and program support.
Your contributions are tax deductible.

 VWIL Educational Scholarships ( including Col. Robert H. Wease Memorial Scholarship) $___________
   VWIL Program Support: $___________

Total:  $___________

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip: _____________

PAYMENT
• Check (please see above for correct “payable to”)
• Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card       Visa
     Card Number: __________________

     Expiration Date: __________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) __________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card)  _________________________

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

(Your name will be listed with other Lifetime Members on a plaque in the SMA/VWIL Museum.)


