
Class of ’69 breaks all records, 116 “Old Boys” Return to the Hill

One hundred-sixteen “Old Boys” and three faculty and staff members attended the 2019 
Staunton Military Academy All-Class Reunion on the “Hill” in Staunton, Virginia this April 
12th and 13th.  When you add in their guests, 188 people enjoyed the reunion in the beautiful 
Shenandoah Valley.  Honors for the oldest class went to the graduates from 1945, represented 
by Ralph and Ann Sebrell of Harrisonburg, Virginia.  Honors for the highest participation went 
to the Honor Class of 1969, with 31 graduates present.  It should be noted that this is a brand-
new, all-time reunion record for participation by an Honor Class.

The festivities began on Friday afternoon with a demonstration by the VWIL Howie Rifles 
Honor Drill Team and a presentation of a new Memorial Wall plaque.  The new plaque was 
dedicated to Dr. William Duke Myers, SMA ’60, who spent his life dedicated to medicine as a 
specialist in nephrology, the study of the kidneys.  To conclude the Memorial Wall ceremony, 
the names of the SMA graduates who had passed away since the 2018 Reunion were read to the 
sounding of our old Mess Hall bell.  

Saturday morning began with our annual business meeting, in which we elected officers, 
added new board members, and discussed several items of interest to the assembled alumni. 

A little after noon, the festivities continued with a joint SMA/VWIL Review on the old 
SMA practice field.  Because of construction on Kable Field, the “Old Boys” formed up on the 
asphalt, marched down the hill (past Kable Hall and the Memorial Building), turned right and 
descended to Echols Field (doing their best to stay in step), and retired to the sideline for the 
presentation of scholarships, awards, and SMA Swords.  Closing the event, the VWIL Corps 
conducted a “Pass-In-Review” in front of a long line of SMA graduates and their guests.
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26 Members of the Class of ’69. L-R: Peter Summers, Jack Vaughan, Tom Pollard, David Tinker, Alvin Weintraub, Court Van Cleef III, Danny Crapps, 
Don Westbrook, Richard “Mole” Howard, Bob Lehman, H. Reed Hearn III, Bob Proust, Bill Crockett, Jay Nedry, Larry Lombardi, Geoff Stetson, Tom 
Atkian, Pete Swain, David Pomeroy, Jose Lovaton, Rick Laughlin, Kim Langley, John Foy, Phil Farber, Bobby DiGiacomo, and Glenn MacFadden.



What a terrific Reunion! I’m happy to report 
that the 2019 Staunton Military Academy All-Class 
Reunion was very well attended, and that a good 
time was had by all. The Class of 1969 made a great 
showing, both by their numbers and by the touching 
fellowship they share. The dedication of SMA Worth 
Field was a great milestone, helping to cement and 
perpetuate the bond between our Alumni Founda-
tion and MBU and VWIL.

I’ll take this opportunity to remind all our Mem-
bers that events like the Reunion and our ongoing 
relationship with VWIL do not just happen: they 
happen because of the hard work and dedication of 

people committed to the goals of our Foundation. I won’t attempt to name them all, 
because I’d be likely to inadvertently leave someone out, as my memory in my de-
clining years isn’t what it used to be. But suffice it to say, that as the years work their 
magic on all of us, we’re going to need a steady stream of people, who maybe haven’t 
been all that active in the past, stepping up to keep carrying this ball down the SMA 
Worth Field. Money is good (or so I’m told), but what we really need is time: some 
of your hours to help get the things that keep organizations like this going done. So, 
THANK YOU to all of you who work so hard. You know who you are. And to those 
of you who might want to get a bit more involved in the future, PLEASE contact us.

Next year is the 25th anniversary of the founding of VWIL, and if the lega-
cy of Staunton Military Academy is to be preserved in the future in anything like 
the way it is now, it will be because MBU and VWIL continue that legacy after we 
are gone. Let’s all think about ways we can continue strengthen what has been and 
promises to be a great and permanent association between our two schools. After the 
Reunion, I received thank-you notes from VWIL cadets who had received SMAAF 
scholarships. I found them very moving, and will share with you a few excerpts: 

“When I first came to Baldwin, I had few aspirations that had any-
thing to do with the military, or even just goals that affected anyone but 
myself. But over time, examples of those before me and struggles which I 
have overcome have created new goals for personal growth measured by 
the growth of others. To me, leadership is no longer a stagnant, current 
concept but instead something fluid and developed from examples past. To 
receive such an honor as this one means more to me than you could know. 
I want to extend my deepest gratitude.”

“I am sincerely honored to have been selected as the recipient of the 
Hunter Henry SMAA Legacy Scholarship. Thank you for your generosity, 
which has allowed me to continue my path of commissioning into the US 
Army upon my graduation.” 

“I want to first say how honored I am to be chosen for such a pres-
tigious award as this one. I understand that those selected for it exhib-
it leadership skills in accordance with SMA values and traditions. I am 
proud to say that through my time in the Corps I have learned and been 
given opportunities to work with and lead others to the best of my ability. 
With this important recognition and my strong motivation, I will continue 
to use and develop my leadership skills to encourage others and to keep the 
SMA values and traditions alive. We didn’t come this far just to get this 
far; we are still going and growing.”

I couldn’t have said it better myself.
Advantage of Attending a Military Boarding School #3, 1920 catalog:

“He is taught the duty of ready and prompt obedience to those in authority, 
without questioning that authority.”

Well…mostly. Beat Squad, fall in!

George Mastroianni, SMA ‘73
President, SMA Alumni Foundation
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Class of ’69 breaks all records, 116 “Old Boys” Return to the Hill Cont.

Immediately following the parade, the new SMA Worth 
Athletic Field (formerly Kable Field) was dedicated in a spe-
cial ceremony honoring Peter Worth, SMA ’57.  Peter’s gener-
osity has provided a state of the art soccer field and practice 
track to Mary Baldwin University.

Later that evening, a banquet was held in the large ball 
room at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel.  Thanks to the gener-
osity of several of its members, the SMA Alumni Foundation 
was able to once again invite 20 VWIL cadets to join us at our 
tables.  Their presence is a special treat at every reunion.  The 
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cadets give us a unique insight about the VWIL program, the 
connections between VWIL and SMA, and the cadet’s indi-
vidual plans for their future.

The evening’s guest speaker was John Dean, SMA ’57, 
Counsel to President Richard Nixon in the early 70s.  After a 
short introduction by his long-time friend, Barry Goldwater, 
Jr., John gave us a thoughtful talk about the true meaning of 
our SMA motto: Truth, Duty, and Honor.   

The 2020 reunion will be held on April 24th and 25th at 
the Stonewall Jackson Hotel in downtown Staunton.    

BRIEFLY...
Deadline for the Fall Kablegram-Leader

	 We plan to publish our Fall issue of the Kablegram-Leader in October 2019.  The deadline for contributions is Septem-
ber 15th.  

Our SMA Scholarship Program Needs Funding
If you are considering making a donation to our founda-

tion, now would be a good time to direct your contribution 
to our SMA Scholarship Fund.  We are behind in donations 
compared to this same time last year.  This summer, based 
on applicants and awards, we may be paying out $12,000 
in scholarships. This will deplete our “cash on hand” for 
future payouts. Rather than dipping into our invested re-
serves, we like to build up our cash reserves for future pay-
outs. So please consider this, as you consider a donation to 
our foundation. Any questions please let me know. Peter 
Birckhead. peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 713-819-1980

Dates Announced for the 2020 Reunion
The SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Directors has 

announced that the 2020 Reunion will be conducted April 
24-26, 2020.  Please mark your calendar accordingly, and 
make plans to attend.

Memorial Wall Nominations
Must be Submitted by November 1st  

The SMA Alumni Foundation has announced that 
nominations to the SMA/VWIL Memorial Wall must be 
submitted by November 1, 2019. 

Hall of Fame Nominations
Must be Submitted by November 17th   

The SMA Alumni Foundation has announced that 
nominations to the SMA Hall of Fame must be submitted 
by November 17, 2019. 

From the Editor: Please note that the nominations for 
the SMA/VWIL Memorial Wall and the SMA Hall of Fame 
are due on different dates: Memorial Wall on November 1st 
and Hall of Fame on November 17th.

Dates Announced for September 
Face-to-Face Board Meeting

George Mastroianni, SMA Alumni Foundation Pres-
ident, announced that the September Face-to-Face board 
meeting will be conducted in Staunton, at the muse-
um, on Saturday September 21st at 9AM (EDT) 2019.   

Updated Board of Directors 
and Foundation Officers

The slate of directors elected to serve a three-year term 
from September 1, 2019 until August 31, 2022, include Ed-
mund Leigh ’74, Joseph Frank ’69, Peter Birckhead ’73, Jack 
Dalbo ’68, Burdette Holmes ’62, Mark Orr ’73, Al Rossy ’74, 
and Ed Smith ’76.  All had been elected by acclamation of the 
membership at the prior day’s annual membership meeting.   

The slate of officers for the next fiscal year include 
George Mastroianni, President; David Shipula, Vice Presi-
dent; Rich Henderson, Secretary; and Peter Birckhead, Trea-
surer.	
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letters and emails
Dear SMA Oldboys,						    

	 November 28, 2018

My father, Charles B. Hoffecker from Reading, PA., attended 
Staunton Military Academy and his photo appears in the 1938 SHRAP-
NEL on page 118. If anyone has any information to offer about him or 
the school, I would be pleased to hear from you. I believe that my dad 
only attended one year then had to return home due to the death of his 
father. My father served 20 plus years in the United States Navy then 
had a career as a high school mathematics teacher and band director in 
Jacksonville, FL. He passed away in Jacksonville in 1984. 

 
Thank you, 
Mr. Kim L. Hoffecker 
45062 Butler Lane 
Callahan, FL. 32011

February 26, 2019
Dear Arlene,
It is with deep regret that I am unable to be present at the unveil-

ing of the plaque honoring Duke at the Memorial Wall Ceremony on 
April 12th.

I know Duke would be humbled at this honor.  He gave great 
credit to the training and education he received at Staunton for giving 
him the leadership and determination to achieve success.  He always 
held his experience at Staunton in high regard.  He was proud to be an 
S.M.A. alumni.

Thank you for your kind attention in getting the information for 
the ceremony to our family.  You are a true asset to the Alumni Foun-
dation.

Fondly,
Gayle Myers

Mr. & Mrs. Brocky Nicely	 March 6, 2019 
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Assoc. 
P.O. Box 958 
Staunton, VA 24402

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Nicely,
I just wanted to take a moment to thank you both again for not only the wonderful visit my wife and I had last week speaking to you and exploring 

the museum, but for the effort in locating the 1938 issue of “The Shrapnel” that had my father’s photograph.  Discovering your website, locating the 
yearbook, and finally visiting the museum has opened up a whole new world for me with information about my father and his dreams and goals as a 
young man.

Please express to the alumni association what all of this has meant to me and my family.  I knew so very little about S.M.A., except a brief men-
tion that my father had made to me about his one year of attendance and his sorrow that he could not return due to his own father’s death.  My father, 
Charles Burley Hoffecker, from Reading, Pennsylvania, passed away in 1984.  The Alumni Association is providing a wonderful service in keeping the 
history alive.  Best Wishes for the future.

Sincerely,
Kim Hoffecker

Deep South Detachment Luncheon
By Kelly McGavock, SMA ‘59

Members of the SMA Deep South Detachment and their wives, pictured below, enjoyed a great lunch on Saturday, 18 May, at Dempseys 
Restaurant in Kiln, MS.  This is one of many get togethers held by SMA alumni living in southern Louisiana and Mississippi over the past several 
years giving the attendees an opportunity to share memories of their time at SMA, share how their lives have progressed since graduation, and 
make new friends.

The only business was Kelly McGavock’s report on MBU’s plans to renovate Memorial and Kable Halls and do some new construction that is 
planned to include space for displaying the vast amount of memorabilia gathered and preserved over the years in the existing SMA/VWIL museum. 

Alumni in other areas of the country are encouraged to get to know about SMA alumni living nearby and, perhaps, setting up your own “detachment.”

 
1st Row, L - R:  Elizabeth and Fred Ours ‘66, Ron ‘61 and Denise Alonze, Judy and Sam Camp ‘59,  Jay ‘64 and Bonnie Aaronson.

2nd Row, L - R: Linda and Raynald Williams ‘59, LaVonne and Kelly McGavock ‘59, Ame and Dennis Oliver ‘53, Judy and Sam Camp ‘59 
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Honoring Dr. W. Duke Myers, M.D., SMA Class of 1960
Presentation of the Memorial Wall Plaque

Honoring Dr. W. Duke Myers, M.D., SMA Class of 1960

April 12, 2019
 
I would like to thank the Alumni Committee for honoring Duke Myers by including his name in the Memorial Wall, as well 

as thank Albert McGavock for spurring me on to place Duke’s name in nomination. I don’t know, if Duke cared much for medals 
and memorial plaques. I suspect not. I do know, however, that his heart would be warmed by his old fellow cadets remembering 
him in this manner. 

It lists on the plaque the criteria that earned Duke’s name a place on this wall. He was doctor, veteran, and educator leading 
an exemplary life of service. I do not want this moment to pass, however, without acknowledging some of the important things 
that are not listed on that plaque. 

I knew Duke first as a fellow cadet and classmate at Staunton Military Academy. We were in the same class, the Class of 1960. 
He always had a quiet strength and bearing that made him stand out. I always thought of him as the first of us to become an adult. 
Being a teenager is a crazy time, but Duke seemed immune to the insanity. He was always patient with others, and treated them 
with respect, kindness, and good humor. At a moment in time when the majority of his classmates smoked cigarettes and were 
experimenting with alcohol, Duke was super clean in that he never smoked, drank, or did any recreational drugs. I cannot recall 
ever hearing him even brag or swear.

When he was our corps commander, on pass days he would often invite me to accompany him and some other cadets 
downtown to watch a movie. Then, as now, I am impatient with poorly done stories. If an author doesn’t give me a good reason 
to go to page two, I don’t go. Once watching a movie sitting next to Duke, I think it was something like Tammy and the Bachelor, 
the Island of Lost Women, Plan 9 From Outer Space—something of the sort— I got disgusted with the silliness of the film.  I stood 
to leave the theater, Duke grabbed me by the seat of my pants, and pulled me back into my chair. That was when I figured when 
Duke Myers starts something, he finishes it. It took me decades later and reestablishing contact with Duke through the internet 
for me to learn that the point hadn’t been finishing a bad movie. Instead he had valued my company.

When he was my company first sergeant our junior year, I don’t think anyone doubted that next year Duke Myers would 
be our corps commander. I do not recall any speculation whatsoever. All you had to do was hear him call the company to fall 
in with that beautiful deep booming parade ground voice to know that next year he would be running the show. I suppose that 
contributed to making throat cancer such an especially unfair ending for him.

Hence, one quality of Duke’s not included on that plaque is exceptional courage. During those last two years of his life, 
struggling with that discomfiting terrible disease that in the end made it impossible for him even to eat, Duke continued 
corresponding with friends and sending out those outrageously funny things he found on the internet. The very last one of those 
things he sent me before he died was a series of pictures showing shamefully stupid plumbing toilet installations. I saved that 
along with all the other emails he sent me. 

Speaking of final humor, when I first saw a picture of the plaque honoring Duke, I read the text. And as I read, I found a 
flaw—a verb tense mistake which at the time seemed to me anything but minor. I was horrified at this glaring imperfection and 
I’m ashamed to say I sent down to Staunton what must have seemed at the time an avalanche of hasty messages hoping there was 
time remaining to correct the error. I was eventually informed that it was too late. The plaque was already mounted in the wall.

I confess I worked myself up into quite a state stewing over this blemish in something that was meant to honor my friend, a 
blunder that seemed to fill the universe, casting the whole thing into utter meaninglessness. 

That was when I heard Duke laughing in the back of my mind. He was laughing, of course, at my foolishness. Once again I 
remembered him grabbing me by the seat of my pants to continue watching that awful movie and learned again the lesson taught 
by this remarkable young sage: The important points of life and death— the focus— are not the flaws, the imperfections. The 
important points are the friendship, the fellowship, and especially the laughter.

Duke Myers was the first person of my own generation that I admired, and the first person I ever admired that never 
disappointed me.  Words such as these in the long run probably do not matter much compared to the memories of those who 
knew Duke. In our hearts we know, that although the inclusion of his plaque on this wall is intended to honor Duke, the name of 
Dr. W. Duke Myers, M.D. on this wall honors both this wall and this campus.

Barry B. Longyear
SMA Class of 1960
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Reflections From Our Chaplain
A SHORT SERMONETTE

“The Ecumenical Golden Rule”
By Rev. R. A. Henderson, ‘63

Where did you first learn (hear) of the “Golden Rule?”  Your parents, teachers or 
perhaps church. “The most familiar form of the Golden Rule is ‘Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you.’ Many people think that Jesus was the first to propound 
this ethical principle; but in fact, moral philosophers gave it in a variety of forms from 
the ancient world.  In most of these formulations, it is expressed negatively (stating 
what should “not” be done) rather than positively.”

“The rule was found, for example, among the ancient Greeks many centuries 
before Jesus.  One of the characters described by the Greek historian Herodotus (fifth 
century B.C.) said, ‘I will not myself do that which I consider to be blameworthy in my 
neighbor,’ and the Greek orator Isocrates (fourth century B.C.) said, ‘You should be 
such in your dealings with others as you expect me to be in my dealings with you.’  The 
saying was present in Eastern cultures as well, most famously on the lips of Confucius 
(6th century B.C.): ‘Do not do to others what you would not want others to do to you.’ “

“...Perhaps the best known expression of the rule in Jewish circles comes from 
the most revered rabbi of Jesus’ day, the famous Rabbi Hillel.  A pagan approached the 
rabbi and promised him that he would convert to Judaism if Hillel could recite the en-
tire Torah to him while standing on one leg.  Hillel’s terse reply sounds remarkably like 
the statement of Jesus in Matt 7:12: ‘What is hateful to you do not do to your neighbor; 
that is the whole Torah, while the rest is commentary.  Go and learn it.’ “

“Jesus, in short, was not the only teacher of his day who taught the “Golden 
Rule”, or who thought that the essence of the Law of Moses could be summed up in 
the commandment to Love.”  Nor was He the first to quote it; the “Golden Rule” may 
very well pre-date recorded history.  Attend the house of worship of your choice this 
Sunday and every Sunday.

 



By Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73

Richard DiTraglia, SMA ’50 has gifted the SMA Alumni Foundation $100,000 
in his Last Will and Testament dated February 13, 2019.  With Richard’s gift the 
Kable Society now has three alumni as members; Barry and Regina Longyear ‘60, 
Peter Worth ’57, and Richard DiTraglia ’50.

Richard grew up in Bronx, NY and entered SMA in the winter of 1948 and 
graduated in the spring of 1950. At SMA, Richard was on the Varsity Baseball Team 
and was a Corporal in B Company.

	Upon graduation Richard entered college but soon after doing so and upon 
the death of his father had to quit to help support his mother.  In an effort to earn 
money for the family, Richard got involved in the collection business for GMAC 
and several collection agencies in the Greater New York City area.  From there, 
Richard entered the Army and served 
as a Paratrooper. Upon returning to 
New York, Richard became a licensed 
real estate broker, managing three office 
buildings in NYC and five in Chicago. 
	 Once in the real estate busi-

ness, Richard rose to the position of Administrative VP in charge of construc-
tion mortgage loans for a New York City Commercial Bank. From there, Richard 
went on to work for The Helmsley-Spear organization, which at the time was one 
of the largest owners of property in the United States. At Helmsley-Spear, Rich-
ard was responsible for all maintenance contracts and union negotiations.  He 
then became Executive Vice President with Myers Parking System of New York 
City. While at Myers, Richard helped in the design and was in charge of initial 
operation and management of parking facilities for Giant Stadium in New Jer-
sey and the Bally and Tropicana Casinos of Atlanta City. He eventually conclud-
ed his career as a general contractor focusing on medical and hospital facilities. 
	 Please join me in thanking Richard for his generous gift to our foundation.  
Richard’s name along with the Longyear’s and Peter Worth will be proudly displayed 
on our Kable Society plaque on display in the museum.
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RICHARD DITRAGLIA (KAHN) SMA ’50 NAMED TO KABLE SOCIETY

Richard DeTraglia, SMA ‘50

SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND
Updated as of April 15, 2019

By Peter Birckhead ‘73   l   peterbirckhead@gmail.com   l    713-819-1980

LEGENCY FUND PROJECT EXCEEDS GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION IN DONATIONS

Thanks to all of our alumni and patrons who have generously given to the Legacy Fund. We have now, after almost 
6 years of fund raising, exceeded $1.6 million in cash donations, pledges, and life insurance death benefit designations 
either directly to or for the behalf of the SMA AF. 

	 While we have now reached our fund raising goal our financial needs continue each year so please consider a 
donation and make it today either by mailing a check or going on line to www.sma-alumni.org, using a credit card, or 
paypal.
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)

$500,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Peter Worth ’57 * (cash and pledge) (w/benches, WWI Mon-

ument Restoration, Museum Signage Package sponsorship, Flag 
and Flag Pole upkeep sponsorship and SMA Eagle sponsorship) * 
Includes gift of $450,000 to MBU for naming of Kable Field to SMA 
Worth Field
$150,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)

Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 *(IRA Beneficiary Designation) 
(Longyear TDH VWIL Scholarship and bricks)
$100,000 + (KABLE SOCIETY)

	 Richard DiTraglia ‘50
$50,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)

Bill Bissett ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *
George R. Shiarella ’48 (SMA Scholarship)

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Anonymous ’74 *
$35,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino ’75 * (with SMA Scholarship)

$25,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Tilford Jones ’76 (Life Insurance Beneficiary Designation)

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Larry Atkinson ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
John Conomikes ’50 * ( SMA Eagle, Brochure sponsorship and 

SMA Scholarship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 * (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Richard Henderson ‘63 *
David Brooks Holstein ’73 (w SMA Scholarship Program)
John (Jack) Vaughan III ’69 (w/bench and SMA Eagle sponsorship) *
Patricia & Herk Wolfe ’49 (bench sponsorship/Howie Bust 

sponsorship) * deceased
$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)

Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Carter Condon (Patron) *
John Fuog ’70 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 * (w/SMA sponsorship)
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship and in Honor of Lolo Kable) *
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration sponsorship) *
H. Roller Shipplett ’67 (brochure, transcripts copy and new 

website sponsorships ) *
Leslie Taylor ’66 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Burdette Holmes ’62 * (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Charles R. Jenkins ’53 *
John Nolde ’63 *
Stuart Smith ‘48
Virginia Windley (Don) ’70 *

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli (deceased) ’61 *
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 *
Joseph Ritok ’66 *
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74 
Stephen L. Taylor ’63 *

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband Frank Lee ’52 and w/

bench sponsorship)
Floyd Ostrom ’62 *
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of Duke Myers ’60 deceased)*
Louis Stathis ’70 *
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron) *

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Brown ’66 * (with SMA Scholarship)
Michael Byington ’61 * (deceased)
Lucius Chapin ‘66
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ’68 *
Allen Jones ’48 *
Susan and Ronald Yates (Patron) *

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Birckhead ’73 * 
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72
William Gershen ‘58
Charlie Drumheller ’66 (w/Cannon Restoration sponsorship)
Robert Horvath ’47 *
Warren Hutton ’75 *
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench and SMA Eagle sponsorship) *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)
Anthony C. Korvas’59 
Steve Landa ’63 *
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67 (deceased)
Mark Orr ’73 *
Tim Scheel ’73 (w/brochure sponsorship) *
Ralph Sebrell ’45
David Shipula ‘73
Peter Stark ’50 *
Frederick Walton ‘33

$500+ (BENEFACTOR)
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Michael F. Corbi ’62 (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband Fred Benson Griffin ’57)
Jay Horwitt ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Mrs. Robert Horvath (Memory of Robert Horvath ’47)
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of Maj. Thomas Howie) *
Christopher Jones ’71 *
Stanley Lesniak ’67 *
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$500+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Duke Myers ’60 *
David Rhodes ‘72
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Edmund Smith ‘76
James H. Stevenson ’58 *
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Donald Westbrook ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

$250+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong Patron (husband Jack Armstrong ’57) *
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
Edward Burka ’48 *
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Digiacomo ’69 (SMA Eagle, Brick sponsorships, SMA 

Scholarship) *
Robert Flatford ’66 *
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ’51 *
Geoffrey Hall ‘65
Tad Hall ’73 *
Page Kable (Patron) *
William Lambert ’62
Harvie Martin III ‘74
Glen MacFadden ’59 *
Edward McLorie ’63 *
Gordon Milestone ’43 *
Leland K. Ozawa ’61 *
Phil Peter ’50 *
Robert Piper ‘68
Neil J. Rogers ’69 *
Fredrick Shaftman ‘66
Lawrence Steele III ‘61*
Frank Till ’71 *
John W. Turner ’67 *
Peter Voss ’48 *
Lee Woody ‘47
Larry Ward ’71 * (SMA Scholarship)
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty) *

$200+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anthony Betz ‘67
Robert Clements ’58 *
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
Craig E. Hanson ‘74
Paul Heyard ’72 *
Tom Howie ‘67
Walter Kircher ’70 (w/Brick Fund)
Larry Lombari ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Edmund Leigh ‘74
Conrad Mihalek ’66 (w/SMA Scholarship)
Gary Martell ‘69
Jeffrey Metzel ‘43
Douglas Nunn ’71 *
Hugh Sproul III ’54 (w/brochure sponsorship)
J. Warren Turner ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
W.J. Turner ‘67
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog Mem. Fund) *

$100+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anonymous ’62 * (w/SMA column sponsorship)
James Adams ’59 *
Darr Barshis ‘72
Richard Beaver ‘56
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57
James Bond ’51 *
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
William Bush ’62 (with SMA columns sponsorship)
Alan Butterworth ‘51 *
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
Jose Colon ’60
Wesley G. Constable ’61 *
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Jack Dickerson ’67 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Anthony Disher, Jr. ’72 *
George Dunigan ‘64
Philip Farber ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Allen Fisher ’56 (in memory of his brother Bruce Fisher ’49)
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
William Foard ’56 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
Mark Hancock ’62
James Hayslip ’75 *
John C. Hildebrand ’72
Benjamin Hudson, Jr. ’54
Sanford Jacobson ’55 
Joseph Koch ’53 *
Lee Lawrence ’56
Robert Lehman ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Jon Levy ‘56
A Michael Lipper ’53 *
Randall Melton ’76
SFC Kenneth Messer, Jr ’66 *
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Stephen Newton ‘62
Russell Ogan ’70 *
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
William Pandak ’73 *
Edward Patsch ’53 *
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
William Ratcliff, Jr ‘62
Robert Remaley (Patron)
Wayne Scholtes ‘64
Elizabeth Seaman (Patron for Husband Peter Seaman ’50)
Ed Smith ‘76
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her husband Dale     
Frederick Snell ’56)
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
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$100+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
Clarence Tart ‘53
John R. Taylor ‘72
David Tinker ’69 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Doris Thompson (Patron)
John T. Turner ‘67
W. John Turner ’67 *

Jeffrey Van Hyning ‘64
Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
Carl Winnefeld ’61 *
Lee P. Woody ’47 *
Charles Youngman ‘55
Philip Yount ‘62

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

Thanks to all of these alumni and patrons who have supported the Legacy Fund Project.  Your donations have helped to en-
sure the memories, traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity. Your donations have helped our alumni foundation 
to continue to provide scholarships and support for organizations (such as the VWIL Program at MBU) that exemplify our core 
values of Truth, Duty and Honor. And finally your donations have helped support the new SMA Scholarship Program.

The listing above represents only 20% of living alumni. There are still 80% of those of you who have not made a donation! 
Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No amount is too small and all donations are fully tax deductible.  It is easy to donate, 
just contact me directly and we can discuss all options available to help you.  Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73, peterbirckhead@gmail.
com or 713-819-1980.

Note.: If you don’t see your name, and you have donated, please let me know. If you have donated more than once and do 
not have a “*” next to your name please let me know. Thanks!

Editor’s note. As we have done in previous reunion issues, the list of donors has been truncated to allow more space for 
photographs.

SMA GALLERY Reunion 2019

KABLE FIELD RENAMED SMA WORTH FIELD - With his $450,000 gift to Mary Baldwin University for the transformation of Kable Field into a 
class A soccer field, the generosity of Peter Worth ‘57 will allow our Kable Field to continue to be associated with SMA into perpetuity.
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Sanford Jacobson and Michael Brody, both ’55.

Right after registering, David Shipula ’73, Alexandria Rossy, 
Anthony Shipula ’74.

Ann and Ralph Sebrell ’45 on Flagpole Hill. A special cake for a special class.  Well done.

Tim Scheel ’73, John Scheel ’71, Anthony Shipula ’74.

Bill Bissett ’74, Maria Lorente, Mark Orr ’73, David Shipula ’73, Sharon Shipula.

At the Mess Hall, our official photographer: 
Ed Smith ’76.
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Peter Worth ’57, Lee Lawrence ’56, John Dean ’57, Barry Goldwater ’57.

Board meeting in the Mess Hall: Tom Phillips ’74, Lee Lawrence ’56, Tom Davis ’62,  
Mark Orr ’73, Bill Bissett ’74, Richard Henderson ’63.

At the Mary Baldwin University President’s Reception,  
Class of ’57: Ervin Erlanger, Barry Goldwater, John Dean, Peter Worth.

Peter Birckhead ’73, Barry Goldwater ’57, and John Dean ’57.

Three Presidents and a First Lady. 
Tom Phillips, ’74, Bill Bissett ’74, Pamela Fox (MBU), Connie Davis.

Barbeque in the Mess Hall: John Scheel ’71, Tim Scheel, Mark Dougherty.

Our Mess Hall never looked so good.  Nice job, MBU!

60th Reunion for the Class of ’59.  L-R: Harry Hulvey, Linda Hulvey, Cathy Korvas,  
Mrs. Wayt Gibbs, Anthony Korvas, Bob Binswanger, Kelly McGavock.
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Tom Davis ’62 and Connie Davis. Or perhaps it’s time to relax: Jack Dalbo ’68.

SMA/VWIL Review Parade: Jay Nedry ’69 and Peter Worth ’57.

Brigadier General Djuric and Peter Worth ’57.

A very large group of “Old Boys” formed up to receive VWIL’s Pass In Review.

Class of ’59, L-R around the table: Ed Morse, Anthony Korvas, Cathy Korvas, 
Gary Anderson, Bob Binswanger, Beatriz Lince, Maria salazar, 

Juan Bernal (from Bogata, Columbia).



-14-

SMA GALLERY Reunion 2019 cont.

At the banquet, Regina and Barry Longyear ’60. Class of ’62: Jerome and Judith Kinsey, Tom and Connie Davis,  
Burdette Holmes and Susann Remington, Lawrence and Angela Hertzberg.

Class of ’64: Mike Bragg, George Dunigan, 
Tom Wilkinson, Greg Hudson

 
Bill Euller ’68, Vicki Euller, William Taylor ’68, Donna Taylor, Jan Clifford ’67.

Joseph Frank ’68, Gail Frank, unknown guest.Larry Lombardi ’69, John Foy ’69, Larry Atkinson ’67.

John Vaughan ’69, Jose Lovaton ’69, 
Glenn MacFadden ’69, Dave Beduhn ’69.

Dave Beduhn ’69, Tom Atkian ’69, David Pomeroy ’69.
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David Tinker ’69, Patty Tinker. L-R: Al Rossy ’74, Eugene Ehmann ‘74, Warren Hutton ’75, Buddy Keyser ‘74, Ed Smith ’76,  
Bill Bissett ’74, Tom Phillips ’74, Thomas Smith ‘76, Til Jones ’76, Greg Bishop ’76, Gary Binge 

Ally Schmidt, Til Jones ’76. Ed Smith ’76. Colonel Jack Fincham, SMA faculty.

Cadet Yushchak ‘22, COL Melissa Patrick ‘78, Cadet Kelley ‘22. Cadet Gutierrez ‘20, CSM Gerald Johnson, Cadet Wheeler ‘20.

Tom Davis ’62, Jose Lovaton ’69. Cadet Wheeler ‘20, John Nolde ‘63, Wes Constable ‘61, Cadet Gutierrez ‘20.
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John Dean ’57 signing his book, Pure Goldwater, 
for Burdette Holmes ’62 and Larry Hertzberg ’62.

Dr. Pamela Fox and John Nolde ’63.

Thomas Smith ’76, John Fuog ’70, Larry Atkinson ’67.

George Mastroianni ’73, Lee Lawrence ’56.

Roller Shipplett ’67, Wayt Gibbs ’59, Colonel Anthony Korvas, MC, SMA ’70.

Denise Summers, Peter Summers ’69, David Anderson ’59.Captain Tom Vames, SMA faculty, Kable Rizzo,  and Ernest Holley.

Three future officers: Cadet Webb ‘22, Cadet Walsh ‘22, Cadet Schwarz ‘22.Colonel Robert Wease, SMA faculty and Kim Langley ’69.
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A fitting finish: our last view of Staunton, as we departed on the train to Washington.

SMA Attende es Reunion 2019
Name	 Year	 Guest	 State
SEBRELL, RALPH L.	 45	 ANN SEBRELL	 VA
BRODEY, MICHAEL J.	 55	 NONE 	 CA
JACOBSON, SANFORD G. “SANDY”	55	 NONE 	 MD
LAWRENCE, LEE	 56	 NONE 	 FL
DEAN, JOHN W. III	 57	 NONE 	 CA
ERLANGER, ERVIN J.	 57	 JODIE HOLDER 	 OH
GOLDWATER, BARRY M.	 57	 NONE 	 AZ
WORTH, PETER 	 57	 NONE 	 NY
ANDERSON, DAVID GARY	 59	 NONE 	 AZ
BERNAL, JUAN	 59	 MARIA SALAZAR	 COLUMBIA
BINSWANGER, BOB	 59	 NONE 	 GA
GIBBS, WILLIAM WAYT	 59	 SYLVIA GIBBS	 VA
GRYBKO, JOHN A.	 59	 ANN GRYBKO	 CT
KORVAS, ANTHONY C.	 59	 CATHY KORVAS	 FL
MCGAVOCK, ALBERT KELLY	 59	 DAVID & JOSHUA HOLLEY	 MS
MORSE, EDWARD H.	 59	 NONE 	 MD
LONGYEAR, BARRY B.	 60	 REGINA LONGYEAR	 ME
CONSTABLE, WES	 61	 NONE 	 SC
DAVIS, TOM	 62	 CONNIE DAVIS	 VA

Name	 Year	 Guest	 State
HERTZBERG, LAWRENCE J.	 62	 ANGELA HERTZBERG	 NC
HOLMES, BURDETTE	 62	 SUSANN REMINGTON	 MN
KINSEY, JEROME W.	 62	 JUDITH A. KINSEY 	 PA
HENDERSON, RICHARD A.	 63	 CAROL J. HENDERSON	 VA
NOLDE, JOHN A.	 63	 NONE 	 VA
WENDELL, JOHN A.	 63	 REGINA M. VACCARO, M.D.	 NJ
BRAGG, MIKE	 64	 BARBARA TAWES	 VA
DUNIGAN, GEORGE	 64	 NONE 	 OH
HUDSON, GREG	 64	 NONE 	 VA
WILKINSON, THOMAS A.	 64	 LYNN WILKINSON	 PA
JONES, PETER “PETE”	 65	 NONE 	 MD
NICELY, BROCKY A.	 65	 ARLENE C. NICELY	 VA
BROWN, PETER W.	 66	 NONE 	 NY
JOHNSON, WALTER G.	 66	 NONE 	 MS
MESSER, KENNETH G.	 66	 KATHY MESSER	 DE
MILLER, NESTOR O.	 66	 NONE 	 NY
TAYLOR, LESLIE “LES”	 66	 NONE 	 WY
ATKINSON, LARRY L.	 67	 NONE 	 CANADA
CLIFFORD, JAN D.	 67	 NONE 	 MD
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Name	 Year	 Guest	 State
CROSS, DON	 67	 NONE 	 FL
DICKERSON, JACK	 67	 SANDRA DICKERSON	 VA
LEACH, HAROLD C., JR.	 67	 NONE 	 NC
LESNIAK, STANLEY J.	 67	 NONE 	 PA
MAHONEY, PETER J.	 67	 CHRISTINA MAHONEY	 NY
PARKER, ROBERT M.	 67	 KARIN SCHIFFMAN	 VA
PFISTER, CHIP C.	 67	 NONE 	 GA
SHIPPLETT, ROLLER	 67	 NONE 	 VA
WRIGHT, MICHAEL H.	 67	 NONE 	 FL
BRITTINGHAM, ROBERT	 68	 SHEILA BRITTINGHAM	 DE
COOPER, DAVID	 68	 LISA COOPER	 OH
DALBO, DOMINICK “JACK”	 68	 CHRISTINA DALBO	 PA
DICKSON, DAVID A.	 68	 DIANE DICKSON	 PA
EULLER, BILL	 68	 VICKI EULLER	 OH
FRANK, JOSEPH A. JR.	 68	 GAIL A. FRANK	 PA
MESSER, ALAN “BOO”	 68	 NONE 	 SC
TAYLOR, WILLIAM W.	 68	 DONNA TAYLOR	 NC
ATKIAN, TOM K.	 69	 NONE 	 OH
BEDUHN, DAVE	 69	 NONE 	 TX
CRAPPS, DANIEL	 69	 NONE 	 FL
CROCKETT, WILLIAM E.	 69	 DEBRA CHASE	 CA
DIGIACOMO, ROBERT J.	 69	 PATTI DIGIACOMO	 PA
FARBER, PHILIP M.	 69	 NONE 	 PA
FOY, JOHN G. III	 69	 FRANCES A. FOY	 CA
GREGG, BILL	 69	 NONE 	 OH
HEARN, H. REID III	 69	 TEDDY HEARN	 SC
HOWARD, RICHARD J.	 69	 WANDA HOWARD	 TX
IRVIN, BEN	 69	 NONE 	 FL
LANGLEY, KIM G.	 69	 NONE 	 VA
LAUGHLIN, RICK 	 69	 LINDY JACOBS	 VA
LEHMAN, ROBERT (BOB)	 69	 NONE 	 PA
LOMBARDI, LARRY M.	 69	 NONE 	 FL
LOVATON, JOSE M.	 69	 MARISOL LOVATON	 FL
MACFADDEN, GLENN B.	 69	 JUNE MACFADDEN	 FL
NEDRY, JAY	 69	 NONE 	 VA
OEHME, JOHAN	 69	 NONE 	 CA
POLLARD, TOM	 69	 NONE 	 VA
POMEROY, DAVID	 69	 NONE 	 VA
POUST, ROBERT E.	 69	 NONE 	 FL
ROGERS, NEIL	 69	 NONE 	 OH
STETSON, GEOFFREY H.	 69	 NONE 	 FL
SUMMERS, PETER M. T.	 69	 DENISE SUMMERS	 OH
TINKER, DAVID H.	 69	 PATTY TINKER	 NC
VAN CLIEF, COURT	 69	 LYNNE STEPPE	 VA
VAUGHAN, JOHN W. III	 69	 CAROLINE VAUGHAN	 VA
WAITE, DARRELL	 69	 CAROLYN WAITE	 OH

Name	 Year	 Guest	 State
WEINTRAUB, ALVIN	 69	 NONE 	 AR
WESTBROOK, DONALD L.	 69	 KATHRYN WESTBROOK	 MD
FUOG, JOHN L.	 70	 VICKIE FUOG	 VA
GORMAN, KEVIN	 70	 NONE 	 AR
KIRCHER, WALTER W.	 70	 CHERYL KIRCHER	 SC
SHEEL, JOHN B.	 71	 NONE 	 NH
BREWER, MICHAEL D.	 72	 NONE 	 GA
DOUGHERTY, MARK R.	 72	 NONE 	 NY
KELLEY, PAT	 72	 NONE 	 NC
LANGLEY, MICHAEL	 72	 NONE 	 KS
MEISE, JOHN J. SR.	 72	 DEBBIE MEISE	 VA
BIRCKHEAD, PETER D.	 73	 NONE 	 FL
MASTROIANNI, GEORGE R.	 73	 NONE 	 CO
ORR, MARK J.	 73	 MARIA LLORENTE	 VA
SCHEEL, TIM R.	 73	 NONE 	 OH
SHIPULA, DAVID A.	 73	 SHARON SHIPULA	 PA
ZABROSKI, SCOTT	 73	 NONE 	 NJ
BISSETT, BILL	 74	 NONE 	 NC
EHMANN, EUGENE K.	 74	 CATHERINE CATO	 NC
KEYSER, BUDDY B.	 74	 NONE 	 MD
LEIGH, EDMUND	 74	 ANGELA LEIGH	 OH
MAJOR, ROBERT P.	 74	 NONE 	 VA
PHILLIPS, TOM	 74	 NONE 	 VA
ROSSY, AL	 74	 ALEXANDRIA ROSSY	 NJ
SHIPULA, ANTHONY	 74	 NONE 	 PA
HUTTON, WARREN A.	 75	 NONE 	 NC
BINGE, GARY L.	 76	 NONE 	 VA
BISHOP, GREG	 76	 NONE 	 MT
CLAWSON, DAVID	 76	 NONE 	 NV
JONES, TIL C.	 76	 ALLY SCHMIDT	 MD
SMITH, EDMUND A.	 76	 NONE 	 GA
SMITH, THOMAS W.	 76	 NONE 	 PA
BISSELL, JAN	 PATRON	 COL. GARY BISSELL	 VA
DOUGLASS, BRENT	 MBU RET.	 CARTER DOUGLASS	 VA
FINCHAM, COL. JACK E.	 FAC.	 TIM FINCHAM	 VA
VAMES, CAPT. TOM	 FAC.	 TESSIE VAMES	 VA
WEASE, COL. ROBERT 	 FAC.	 TIM WEASE	 VA
MUNSEY, MATTHEW	 MBU	 MEGHAN MUNSEY	 VA
HOLLEY, ERNEST	 GUEST	 PHILLIPPA HOLLEY	 VA
KABLE, PAGE (LOLO) 	 PATRON	 KABLE & BOB RIZZO	 VA
PATRICK, COL. MELISSA	 PATRON	 NONE 	 VA
DJURIC, BRIG. GENERAL TERRY	VWIL	 NONE 	 VA
FOX, DR. PAMELA	 VWIL	 DAN LAYMAN	 VA
JOHNSON, SGT. MAJOR GERALD	VWIL	 NONE 	 VA
VWIL CADETS	 VWIL	 NONE 	 VA
VIBLE, JAMES	 GUEST	 LINDSEY VIBLE	 VA
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the 
existing walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased
with a tax-deductible contribution to the SMA alumni Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)
 “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should
     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________
Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________
Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
 Check (payable to SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)
 Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)  Master Card   Visa

Card Number: _____________________________________
Expiration Date: _____________________________________

Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE
Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________
Email Address: ___________________@________________
Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctua-
tion marks count as characters.
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    VWIL           NEWS

REUNION 2019: SMA/VWIL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA
Requirements: Rising senior who demonstrates excellence 
in academics and leadership in the VWIL Corps. 
$2,500 scholarship awarded.  
Presented by: Mr. George Mastroianni, SMA ’73, President 
of the SMA Alumni Foundation.
Recipient: Cadet Sergeant Kaylin Coe ‘20. 

 

Henry SMA Legacy Scholarships
Requirements: Two rising juniors who are committed to completing ROTC and plan to commission in the U.S. 
Armed Forces upon graduation. Cadet must demonstrate excellence in academics and leadership in the VWIL 
Corps. Two cadets receive this recognition, and a $2,500.00 scholarship is awarded to each cadet.  
Presented by: Mr. George Mastroianni, SMA ’73, President of the SMA Alumni Foundation.
Recipients: Cadet Corporal Thalia Villa ’21 and Cadet Corporal Chloe Lamb ’21.

 

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 1
Requirements: Rising senior who demonstrates 
outstanding leadership ability.
$1,000 scholarship and certificate.
Presented by: Mr. George Mastroianni, SMA ’73, President 
of the SMA Alumni Foundation.
Recipient: Cadet Sergeant Rebecca Balzan ‘20.

 
 

Cadet Coe receives the Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA.

Cadet Villa receives the Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship. Cadet Lamb receives the Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship.

Cadet Balzan receives SMA Alumni Leadership Award 1.



SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2
Requirements: Rising junior who demonstrates 
outstanding leadership ability.
$1,000 Scholarship and certificate.
Presented by: Mr. George Mastroianni, SMA ’73, 
President of the SMA Alumni Foundation.
Recipient: Cadet Corporal Isabelle Ross ‘21. 

 

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 3
Requirements: Rising sophomore who demonstrates 
outstanding leadership ability.
$1,000 scholarship and certificate.
Presented by: Mr. George Mastroianni, SMA ’73, President 
of the SMA Alumni Foundation.
Recipient: Cadet Haley Schwarz ‘22.  

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 4
Requirements: Rising sophomore who demonstrates 
outstanding leadership ability.
$1,000 Scholarship and certificate.
Presented by: Mr. George Mastroianni, SMA ’73, 
President of the SMA Alumni Foundation.
Recipient: Cadet Skylar Yushchak ‘22.

 

Craig Hanson ’74 Memorial Scholarship
Requirements: Rising junior demonstrating high 
academics and respect of peers.
Awarded a $2,500 scholarship.
Presented by: Kristi Hanson Price & Tracie Hanson 
Smallwood       
Recipient: Cadet Corporal Destiny Velazquez ‘21
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Cadet Ross receives SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2.

Cadet Schwarz receives SMA Alumni Leadership Award 3.

Cadet Yushchak receives SMA Alumni Leadership Award 4.

Cadet Velazquez receives the 
Craig Hanson ’74 Memorial Scholarship.
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Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor
The Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship 
is sponsored by Mrs. Donald Windley, widow of Don 
Windley, a 1970 graduate of Staunton Military Academy. 
It has been established to honor her husband and the 
SMA principles of Truth, Duty, and Honor.  
Awarded a $1,000 scholarship.
Requirements:  Awarded to a rising senior whose record 
exemplifies the motto Truth, Duty, Honor.
Presented by: Mrs. Donald Windley and son, Josh Windley.
Recipient: Cadet Sergeant Anais Gutierrez ‘20.

Barry Longyear Scholarship
Requirements: Awarded to a Cadet that has made the most 
improvement in her leadership development within the 
Corps of Cadets.
$2,500 scholarship and certificate.
Presented by: Barry and Regina Longyear, SMA ‘60.
Recipient: Cadet Sergeant Rhealiza Ambanta ‘19.

 

Page M. and William G. Kable, II 
Good Character Scholarship
The Page M. and William G. Kable II Good Character 
Scholarship is sponsored by Mrs. Carter Kondon, a 
lifelong friend of the Kable family.  This scholarship 
has been established to honor Page and Billy Kable and 
the virtues they embodied.  
Awarded a $1,000 scholarship.
Requirements: Awarded to a rising sophomore that has 
demonstrated the leadership traits of Loyalty, Kindness, 
Diligence, and Conscientiousness. 
Presented by: Ms. Page “Lolo” Kable (daughter) and 
Mrs. Kable Rizzo (granddaughter).
Recipient: Cadet Maggie Olshove ’22.

 

Cadet Gutierrez receives the 
Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship.

Cadet Ambanta receives the Barry Longyear Scholarship.

Cadet Olshove receives the Page M. and William G. Kable, 
II Good Character Scholarship.
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 Kable Legion of Honor
This order was established, and so named, in honor of the 
founder of the Staunton Military Academy, Captain William 
Hartman Kable.  It represented the highest honor bestowed by 
the Staunton Military Academy upon a graduating cadet and 
now is the highest honor bestowed by the Virginia Women’s 
Institute for Leadership at Mary Baldwin College.  
Requirements: Awarded to the cadet whose record is most 
conspicuous for leadership, good conduct, academic excellence, 
integrity of character, poise and bearing, unselfishness, 
and continuous loyalty to the highest standards of duty and 
exemplary cadet life.
Presented by: Mr. George Mastroianni, SMA ’73, President of 
the SMA Alumni Foundation.
Recipient: Cadet 1st Captain Caroline Fresch ‘19.

1Lt Sarah K. Small ’02 Scholarship - $2,900 
Requirements: Awarded to one rising senior cadet who 
exemplified service and commitment to community and 
country and who is commissioning upon graduation. 
Presented by: Bill and Gloria Small 
Recipient: Cadet Sergeant Jaquelin Rosas ’20.

Dr. Brenda Bryant Scholarship - $1,200 
Requirements: rising second year cadet, must meet VWIL 
regimental standards: pass the SET, maintain 2.5 CGPA, 
hold a CPL position, demonstrate leadership, willingness to 
learn, instills confidence in all she meets.
Presented by: Dr. Pamela Fox 
Recipient: Cadet Kristi Walsh ‘22.

 

Military Colleges & Schools President’s Award - Medal
Requirements: Awarded to a cadet with two full years in 
the VWIL Corps of Cadets (rising senior or rising junior) 
that best demonstrates the mission of AMCSUS: strong 
values, positive leadership development, outstanding 
citizenship, and service to others.
Presented by: Dr. Pamela Fox 
Recipient: Cadet Brittany Fenner ‘21.

Cadet Fresch receives the Kable Legion of Honor.

Cadet Rosas receives the 1Lt Sarah K. Small ’02 Scholarship.

Cadet Walsh receives the Dr. Brenda Bryant Scholarship.

Cadet Fenner receives the 
Military Colleges & Schools President’s Award.
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National Society Daughters of American Revolution - 
$100 and Certificate
Requirements: Awarded to a graduating senior in the 
upper 25% of her graduating class who will seek a 
commission after graduation.
Presented by: Carolyn Hensley 
Recipient: Cadet Captain Maddison Bowen ‘19.

 

National Sojourners – Ribbon and Certificate
Requirements: Awarded to an ROTC cadet in their 
senior or junior year who contributes the most to 
encourage and demonstrate Americanism within the 
Corps of Cadets and on campus.
Presented by: Scott Fielding 
Recipient: Cadet Captain Stephanie Barbaro ‘19.

 

Military Order of Loyal Legions of US (MOLLUS) – 
Certificate, Medal, and Book
Requirements: Awarded to a scholar officer candidate 
based on academic excellence and leadership potential. 
Rising sophomore or junior. 
Presented by: Brigadier General Djuric  
Recipient: Cadet Diamond Webb ‘22.

 

Colonel Frank Pancake Award - $600
Requirements: Awarded to a graduating senior 
demonstrating leadership, academic excellence and the 
attributes of a citizen solider
Presented by: Brigadier General Djuric  
Recipient: Cadet Captain Alexis Ivy ‘19.

 

Cadet Bowen receives the National Society Daughters of 
American Revolution Award.

Cadet Barbaro receives the National Sojourners Award.

Cadet Webb receives the Military Order of 
Loyal Legions of US (MOLLUS) Award.

Cadet Ivy receives the Colonel Frank Pancake Award.
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VWIL Class of 2009 Perseverance Scholarship - $2,009
Requirements: Awarded to a rising senior who sets the 
example by persevering through many challenges to 
succeed in her leadership development, GPA above 2.5, and 
passing SET score.
Presented by: Brigadier General Djuric  
Recipient: Cadet Sergeant Blanca Beltran ‘20.

 

Military Officers Association of America Award – 
Certificate and Medal 
Requirements: To recognize three outstanding ROTC 
cadets that show exceptional potential for future 
military leadership, good academic standards, high 
moral character, and loyalty to VWIL and the country.
Presented by: Lieutenant Colonel Bukauskas  
Recipient: Cadet Sergeant Shyonia Wheeler ‘20.

 

Military Officers Association of America Award – 
Certificate, Medal, and $1,000 Scholarship
Requirements: To recognize three outstanding ROTC 
cadets that show exceptional potential for future military 
leadership, good academic standards, high moral character, 
and loyalty to VWIL and the country.
Presented by: Lieutenant Colonel Bukauskas  
Recipient: Cadet Corporal Kristen Franklin ‘21.

 

Military Officers Association of America Award – 
Certificate and Medal
Requirements: To recognize three outstanding ROTC 
cadets that show exceptional potential for future 
military leadership, good academic standards, high 
moral character, and loyalty to VWIL and the country.
Presented by: Lieutenant Colonel Bukauskas  
Recipient: Cadet Kristy Kelley ‘22.

Cadet Beltran receives the VWIL Class of 2009 
Perseverance Scholarship.

Cadet Wheeler receives the 
Military Officers Association of America Award.

Cadet Franklin receives the 
Military Officers Association of America Award.

Cadet Kelley receives the 
Military Officers Association of America Award.



-26-

    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

NINE SMA ALUMNI SWORDS PRESENTED TO VWIL
In 2017, the SMA Alumni Foundation (SMAAF) was advised 

by the Commandant of VWIL that the Corps needed at least 12 
swords for cadets who were to be promoted in April 2018. Since 
the establishment of VWIL in 1996, several swords belonging to 
SMA alumni have been donated to VWIL for the use of their cadets.  
Unfortunately, this truly selfless transfer of ownership of such a 
personally meaningful article occurred with little recognition.  The 
SMAAF Board, in an effort to help meet the needs of VWIL and to 
provide a means of formally recognizing donations of SMA swords 
to VWIL, established a Sword Donation Program. The first Sword 
Presentation Ceremony took place during the SMA/VWIL Review 
Parade in April 2018, and the ceremony is now a distinct part of our 
annual reunion.  This year’s Sword Presentation Ceremony took 
place during the SMA/VWIL Review Parade on Saturday, April 
13th, 2019.  The donors and the recipients are shown below. (Each 
Sword has a unique identification number.)

Sword 143 was presented by its donor, 
c/1st LT Anthony Korvas, SMA ‘59. 
Recipient:  Cadet SGT Sesaly Barden ‘20.

Cadet SGR Barden receives her SMA sword.

Cadet SGT Cadena receives her SMA sword.

Sword 144 was presented by George Mastroianni, 
SMA Alumni Foundation President. 
Donated by: c/SGT Robert Mitchell, SMA ‘66.  
Recipient:  Cadet SGT Esperanza Cadena ‘20.

Sword 145 was presented by George Mastroianni, 
SMA Alumni Foundation President. 
Donated by: c/1st LT Jim McFadden, SMA ’68.   
Recipient:  Cadet CPL Brittany Fenner ‘21.

Cadet CPL Fenner receives her SMA sword.

Sword 146 was presented by its donor, c/2nd LT 
Wayt Gibbs, SMA ‘59. 
Recipient:  Cadet CPL Kristen Franklin ‘21.

Cadet CPL Franklin receives her SMA sword.
Sword 107 was presented by 
c/1st CPT Tom Phillips, SMA ‘74. 
Donated in previous years, this sword is being reissued. 
Recipient:  Cadet CPL Chloe Lamb ‘21.

Cadet CPL Lamb receives her SMA sword.



-27-

    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

Sword 116 was presented by c/SGT Peter Worth, SMA ‘57. 
Donated in previous years, this sword is being reissued. 
Recipient:  Cadet CPL Isabelle Ross ‘21.

Cadet CPL Ross receives her SMA sword.

Sword 119 was presented by c/SFC Bill Bissett, SMA ‘74. 
Donated in previous years, this sword is being reissued. 
Recipient:  Cadet CPL Destiny Velazquez ‘21.

Cadet CPL Velazquez receives her SMA sword.

Sword 123 was presented by c/SSG Brocky Nicely, SMA ‘65. 
Donated in previous years, this sword is being reissued. 
Recipient:  Cadet CPL Thalia Villa ‘21.

Cadet CPL Villa receives her SMA sword.

Sword 147 was presented by c/SSgt John Fuog, SMA ‘70.” 
Recipient:  Cadet Erieonna Spinks ‘21.

Cadet CPL Spinks receives her SMA sword.

All nine sword recipients with the donors/presenters standing behind them.
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VWIL Cadet Scholarship Recipients enjoy the SMA Reunion Banquet, April 13, 2019.

VWIL Cadets at Fort McHenry before the 
Baltimore St Patrick’s Day Parade 2019.

NEWEST 2ND LIEUTENANTS IN THE AIR FORCE AND 
ARMY, MAY 2019.

Bissell family members and LTC Sherri Sharpe ’99 helped recognize BG Mike Bissell’s lasting contributions to VWIL, SMA, 
Mary Baldwin University, and the US Army. His bronze plaque is on the SMA/VWIL Memorial Wall outside our museum.  BG 
Bissell passed away in February 2019.  He’ll be laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery on June 27, 2019 at 9am. 

VWIL Gallery
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VWIL SENIOR CADETS, CLASS OF 2019 SMA Worth Field Dedication

VWIL Cadets make SMA alumni feel welcome on their campus by hanging a banner outside Kable Hall and painting the SMA logo 
on their spirit rock during SMA reunion weekend.
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Clarence Wood Beasley, SMA ‘48

Clarence Wood Beasley, 89, of 2702 Hwy 45 North, died Saturday, May 11, 2019, in his home. Mr. 
Beasley was born in Edgecombe County on February 9, 1930, and was the son of the late Clarence Wood 
Beasley and Lucile Williams Beasley. Educated at St. Christopher’s in Richmond, VA, Staunton Military 
Academy in Staunton, VA, and Wake Forest University, he was the retired president of Beasley Farms and 
served for many years on the Board of Directors of Planters Bank, later Centura Bank. Most important in 
his life was his love of family, farming, the water and boats, and in later years chasing the elusive Speckled 
Trout. He was a member of St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Windsor.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his son, James Moore Beasley. Surviving are his 
wife, Mary Blair Robinson Beasley; sons, Wood Beasley, III and wife, Laura; and Horace Palmer Beasley; 
and four grandsons, Clarence Wood Beasley, IV and wife, Emily, Fletcher Matheson Beasley and wife, Syd-
ney, Andrew Jackson Beasley, and Henderson McDade Beasley.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that memorial contributions be made to Vidant Home Health 
& Hospice, Ahoskie, NC, the Athletic Department of Wake Forest University, or to the charity of one’s choice.

Gen. Michael Bissell dies at 80, leaves lasting legacy at VMI and VWIL
By Alison Graham alison.graham@roanoke.com

 Feb 8, 2019

The radio crackled with devastating news: “We’ve 
got one young soldier that blew his leg off and he’s 
bleeding to death.”

Michael Bissell was on his second tour in Vietnam 
when a group of American troops ran into a division 
of Viet Cong. They were under heavy fire and had 
called for reinforcements. Bissell volunteered to take 
his helicopter and crew to save the soldier.

Bissell flew toward a landing zone, but as he was 
about to set down, the helicopter was riddled with 
machine gun fire. Bissell flew up and tried again far-
ther out in the field but was hit again He was shot in 
the neck and the rounds of ammunition knocked out 
the control panels and gauges.

On the third attempt, they landed despite the 
gunfire and rescued the soldier. They flew back to 
the nearest medevac pad, about five miles away, and 
crash-landed, he told an interviewer at the Virginia 
Military Institute in 2007.

Bissell learned his crew chief had been shot. He had fallen out of the helicopter during one of the rescue attempts and was 
lost. Bissell went back later to retrieve his body.

“I never really talked about it,” Bissell said in a 1998 Roanoke Times story, “because you saved one life and threw another away.”
He said he never could decide whether the mission was worth the price, but Bissell received a Purple Heart for the wounds 

he suffered. He was also nominated for the Medal of Honor, but received the Distinguished Service Cross instead.
Bissell went on to have a distinguished career in the military, eventually rising to the level of general. He is well 

known for leading the effort to assimilate women into VMI, his alma mater, and helping to found the women’s cadet 
program at Mary Baldwin University in Staunton.

Bissell died Thursday at the age of 80 after a few years of failing health. He is survived by his wife and seven chil-

TAPS

Clarence Wood Beaskey

Gen. Michael Bissell is surrounded by VWIL cadets at his farewell in 
2013 after serving as commandant for 18 years.



-31-

TAPS CONT.

dren, three of whom are VMI graduates. He was among 
the institute’s most decorated alumni.

Funeral arrangements are pending, but a service 
at Arlington National Cemetery will be planned in the 
next few months. The family plans to hold a memorial 
service at a church near Haymarket, where they live.

Bissell graduated from VMI in 1961, served two 
tours in Vietnam and later was a commander of the Joint 
U.S. Army in Korea. After retiring from the Army, Bis-
sell returned to VMI in 1990 and served as the school’s 
commandant until 1994. After a suffering a major heart 
attack, he transitioned to special assistant to the super-
intendent.

In 1996, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
VMI’s all-male policy to be unconstitutional. 
Bissell took up the reigns and headed eight 
committees that studied every aspect of how 
to bring women to the institute.

There were bumps along the way, but the 
process was largely seen as a successful tran-
sition, often credited to Bissell’s attention to 
detail.

“He was one of the most caring, thought-
ful and sensitive men I have known,” VMI 
Superintendent Gen. Binford Peay said in a statement. 
“He will be missed.”

While leading the transition at VMI, Bissell worked 
to create an all-female cadet program at then Mary 
Baldwin College, now a university. At the time, the 
VMI Board of Visitors was still deciding on whether to 
admit women or go private.

Bissell left VMI in 1999 to become the full-time 
commandant of cadets for the Virginia Women’s Insti-
tute for Leadership at Mary Baldwin. He served in the 
position for 18 years and retired in 2013.

Former cadets from VWIL have posted dozens of 
remembrances on Facebook saying they both adored 
and respected Bissell.

Laken Harrell, a Mary Baldwin and VWIL graduate, 
said she visited the campus and listened to Bissell give a 
presentation explaining the program. As soon as she saw 
his demeanor and strength, she knew it was the right fit.

Throughout her time at VWIL, Harrell said she re-
ceived constant encouragement from Bissell as she took 
on more leadership roles.

“He was the type of man that saw something in ev-
ery cadet and he took what he saw and motivated, en-
couraged and inspired you to become something you 
never would have imagined for yourself,” she said. “He 
was like a grandfather to me.”

Bissell took a personal interest in all of his cadets and 
kept in contact with many after they graduated. Harrell 
said he never forgot a single person.

Gen. Terry Djuric took over as VWIL commandant 
after Bissell retired. She spent many hours learning from 
him and watching him interact with students before she 
started in the position.

“He was every cadet’s mentor, and you could tell 
that,” she said. “He listened to them. He let them know 
that they were valued. He invested his time in their hopes 
and their desires. He was a very genuine leader.”

Many who knew Bissell said he emanated leader-
ship and focused on teaching that to the young women 

at VWIL. Bissell said in his 2007 interview at 
VMI that although he took courses in leader-
ship while he was a student, he didn’t know 
how to put it into practice until he was thrown 
into real-life situations.

Over the years, he grew concerned that 
colleges, military or otherwise, weren’t teach-
ing leadership. During his career, he said he 
spoke with lieutenants and sergeants who 
didn’t know how to appear credible and relate 
to their platoons.

He explained to them they didn’t need bravado or to 
know everything, they only needed humility and respect.

“I’ve been through more leadership courses in the 
Army than Heinz has pickles,” he told the interviewer. 
“But they never taught me what it’s all about. My defi-
nition is that leadership is ‘caring for people.’ That’s it. 
You take care of people, they will follow you anywhere.”

Reprinted with permission of Allison Graham of 
the Roanoke Times

Gen. Michael Bissell speaks at a 2012 ceremony honoring fellow 
VMI alumni. He died Thursday at 80.
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James L. Bond, SMA ‘51

James L. Bond of Plym-
outh, and former longtime 
resident of Needham, March 
26, 2019, at the age of 85.   
Husband of Evelyn Whitaker 
Bond and the late Helen M. 
Bond.  Father of Steven J. Bond 
of Bolton and Susan M. Bond 
of Framingham.   Grandfather 
of Robert Bond, Abigail Bond 
and Daniel Camargo.

Born and raised in Adrian Michigan, he attended Adrian 
schools, Stanton Military Academy and was a graduate of the 
University of Michigan, class of 1959.  He was a member of the 
ATO Fraternity and also served in the U.S. Army in Austria.

He was Past Master and a 50-year member of Norfolk Lodge 
AF & AM in Needham, Past Patron of Wistaria Chapter, Order 
of the Eastern Star, in Needham, and Past Patron of Pequoisette 
Chapter in Watertown.  He was a Greater Boston 
Council Commissioner and recipient of the Silver 
Beaver Award for many years of service as an Adult 
Volunteer Leader for the Boy Scouts of America. 
	 In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 

may be made to 
the Boy Scouts 
of America, 600 
West Cummings 
Park Drive, Suite 
2750, Woburn MA  
01801 (www.scouting.org/
give)   or   the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, 309 Waverley Oaks 
Road, Waltham MA   02452   
(www.alz.org)  

 
James Read Clarke,  SMA ‘54

James Read Clarke passed 
away at his home in White 
Marsh on Dec. 21, 2013.  He 
was born in Newport News on 
March 17, 1936 to Nannie Read 
Curtis and Ashton Whitley 
Clarke.  

He was a graduate of 
Staunton Military Academy.  
Jimmy was a talented artist 
known for his wild life carvings. 

He enjoyed spending time at his home “Jameslin” that he and 
his wife built on the Severn River.

He was preceded in deat by his parents, his wife, Lin-
da Grubbs Clarke; his siste, Nancy Clarke Sweeney; and his 
daughter, Eames Christian Clarke.

He is survived by two daughters, Read Clarke Williams of 
Newpor News, Curtis 
Clarke Higgins of Car-
rollton; and a brother, 
Ashton Whitley Clarke 
of Newport News. He 
also leaves behind two 
grandchildren, Kelly 
Anne Baker and Chaz 
Montgomery Higgins 
and two great-grand-
daughters.

 
Alan Glen Fejes, SMA ‘65

 
Alan Glen Fejes, 71, 
Huron, Ohio, left his 
earthly life surround-
ed by love on Thurs-
day, January 31st, 
2019 at his home and 
entered into his eter-
nal life with the Lord. 
He was a beloved 
Husband, Father, and 
Grandfather.

Alan was born in Wooster, Ohio on March 14, 1947. He 
was raised in Orrville, Ohio and attended Orrville schools un-
til 1960. He entered Staunton Military Academy and graduat-
ed Captain, Second Battalion Commander, and received many 
academic honors. He then attended BGSU and American Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C. He went on to help run the family 
business, Crown Steele Products, in 1968 and then, Flo-Tork 
Inc., where he served in many capacities until he retired in 
2001 as Chairman of the Board. He also oversaw the daily ac-
tivities of the company owned golf course, Juli-Fe View Coun-
try Club.

Alan was highly regarded in many organizations that he 
was involved in. As a member of the Ohio Commodores Asso-
ciation, he participated in The Ohio Trade Commission trav-
eling worldwide with many dignitaries, including Governor 
Rhodes, always promoting commerce from Ohio. He served 
as Grand Commodore and later received the highest award 
given, The Captain’s Award. Alan served many years on the 
Board of Directors for The Village Network in Wooster, Ohio. 

Cadet Bond in 1951.

 James L. Bond.

James Read Clarke with one of his carvings. 
                    

Cadet Clarke in 1955.

  Alan Glen Fejes.
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He received the highest honor and was inducted into The Vil-
lage Network Hall of Fame in 2014.

After moving his family to Huron, OH in 2009, he became 
very involved with the Huron Yacht Club, serving as commo-
dore in 2016. Alan enjoyed golfing, hunting beach glass, cook-
ing, and traveling with his family.

Alan is survived by his soul mate and eternal love Deb-
bie, whom he married in 1984, along with his son; Alan (Sara) 
Fejes II of Avon, OH; daughter, Xiana “Xixi”; grandson, Alan 
III; brother, Dean (Linda) Fejes of Naples, FL; sisters, Joyce Je-
linek of Sarasota, FL and Annette Fejes of Wooster, OH; moth-
er-in-law, Helen Sparks; brother-in-law, Kevin Sparks; nieces, 
Kayla, Lisa, Julie, and Sara; nephews, Jeff, Mike and Nick.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Julius and Bessie 
Fejes; sister, Judith Ann, and 
nephew; Steven.

Memorial contributions 
in Alan’s name may be made 
to Stein Hospice 
Service, 1200 Syc-
amore Line, San-
dusky, OH 44870, 
or to The Village 
Network, 200 No-
ble Dr., Wooster, 
OH 44691. .

 
Ernest William Fitzgibbons, SMA ‘49 

	
Ernest William Fitzgib-

bons of Lorton, VA passed 
away on Wednesday, April 
19, 2018. Beloved husband of 
Loretta R. Fitzgibbons; father 
of Colleen Crowley, Beverly 
Hyde, and Beth Fitzgibbons; 
eight grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. 

In lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be made to  www.
stjude.org
Published in The Washington 
Post on Apr. 22, 2018

 

PETER A. FRONCK, SMA ‘63

Peter A. Fronck, age 74, of 
Chagrin Falls. Beloved husband 
of Donna (nee Randazzo); lov-
ing father of Jonathon (Alex) 
and Jennifer; dear brother of 
Jeffrey (Joan), Susan (Timothy) 
Diliberto and the late Gregory; 
uncle, great-uncle and neph-
ew of many. Veteran U.S. Navy 
served on the USS Yosemite. 
Alumnus of Staunton Military 
Academy. 

Peter was a cantor and 
member of the St. Joan of Arc 
Church Choir. He was also a 
member of the Chagrin Valley 

Chamber of Com-
merce. In lieu of 
flowers, the family 
suggests donations 
be made to St. Joan 
of Arc Church, 496 
East Washington St., 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 
44022

Kurt M. Schoenberger,  SMA ‘66

It is with deep regret that I 
inform you of the death of Kurt 
M. Schoenberger. Kurt, 71, of 
Plano, TX, passed away on Jan-
uary 5, 2019. He graduated from 
Norwich University with a Bach-
elor of Arts in History. He was a 

member of the Pistol Club and 
the Rescue Team.

A full obituary and online 
guestbook can be viewed at www.
legacy.com.  No services are 
planned at this time.

The Norwich community’s 
thoughts are with Kurt’s family, 
friends, and classmates.

 Cadet Fejes in 1965.

Cadet Fitzgibbons in 1949.

 Cadet Fronck in 1963.

Peter A. Fronck.

 Cadet Schoenberger in 1966.

Kurt Schoenberger at Norwich.
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James Thomas Vizethann Sr., SMA ‘61
 

       James Thomas Caulfield 
Vezethann Sr. passed away 
peacefully at his Clearwater 
Beach FL home on Saturday, 
November 18, 2017 at the age 
of 75.  He leaves behind an ex-
traordinary legacy as an excep-
tional father, grandfather, and 
educator with lengthy military 
service to his country.  

Born in Bronx, New York on 
June 28, 1942, he spent his child-
hood in Ridgewood, NJ, graduat-
ing from high school at Staunton 

Military Academy in Staunton, VA.  Enlisting in the U.S. Navy in 
1962, after a year at Clemson University, he served with honor and 
distinction in the Vietnam War with the Riverine Force aboard 
PBRs.  Returning to college in 1967 at New Mexico State Universi-
ty in Las Cruces, NM, he transitioned from active duty to the U.S. 
Naval Reserve.  Serving first with the Surface Division, then to the 
Construction Force, the “Seabees”, he served until 
1993 and retired after 31 years as Command Master 
Chief at Support Command-CBC Gulfport MS.  

While at NMSA, he received a scholarship to 
play football and played on the offensive line and was 
named an Academic All-American player.  Graduating 
with honors in 1971, he moved back to New York with 
his wife and two young sons and taught elementary 
school in Middletown, NY for many years.  He loved 
being a teacher, educating and coaching the young; to 
this day he is remembered by many of his students as 
one of their favorite teachers and coaches.

After meeting his wife, Lenore in Rhode Island in 1990, is life 
transitioned again to years of living and sailing on Narragansett 
Bay on his sailboats, The Viz and Fortuitous.  An avid sailor, there 
were many happy times and amazing experiences on the water as 
a member of the Quonset-Davisville Navy Yacht Club and Coast-
er’s Harbor Navy Yacht Club.  Retiring to Las Cruces, NM in 2008, 
he became an enthusiastic supporter of the NMSU Aggie football 
team, catching up with many of his fellow teammates.  Summers 
were spent in Newport, RI, and for several summers in Lake 
George, NW where his assisted his oldest grandson, Christian, 
with Ski Air Water Sports as “Captain Jim”.  He recently moved to 
Clearwater Beach, FL to be closer to family.

He is survived by his wife, Lenore (Lindeman) Vizethann; 
sons, James T. Jr. and wife, Alisa of New York and Jeffery R. of 
Florida; sister, Hope (Vizethann) Murphy of Maryland; former 
wife, Gail (Wollemann) Vizethann and grandchildren: Chris-
tian, Ryan, James T. III, Connor, and Olivia; nieces, nephews, and 
many friends across the country.  

He touched many lives and left this world a better place…
we wish him fair winds and following seas.

John Chalmer “JY” Young, SMA ‘60

Bay City, Michigan. John 
Chalmer Young “JY”, beloved 
husband, father, grandfather, 
brother, teacher and coach, age 
76 years, died Tuesday, August 
29, 2017 at McLaren-Bay Re-
gion Hospital surrounded by 
his loved ones. He was born to 
the late Chalmer Andrew and 
Katherine (Hileman) Young on 
March 18, 1941 in Bay City. 

John graduated from Bay 
City Central High School, Class 
of 1959 where he earned All 
State and All Valley honors while playing football. John earned 
regional champion in the 400-meter dash in track in 1957. He 
attended Staunton Military Academy where he played football 
and ran track. John attended the University of Michigan where he 
played football and was a member of Delta Upsilon Fraternity. He 
then went on to receive his Bachelors of Science and Master’s de-

gree in Education from Central Michigan University. 
John taught social studies and coached football, 

basketball, and track at T.L. Handy High School and 
later taught at Bay City Central where he was involved 
in many student organizations and continued to coach. 
He was a member of the N.E.A., B.C.E.A., M.E.A., Pres-
ident of the Bay City Street Tree Committee, lifelong 
member of the B.P.O.E. Elks Lodge #88 and All Saints 
Parish formerly the Church of St. Boniface. 

John loved golfing, reading, history and sports, 
spending time with his family, especially his grandchil-
dren, the beaches of Northwest Florida and Lake Hu-

ron. John had a special connection with many of his students, ath-
letes, colleagues and friends that continued throughout the years. 

On April 16, 1966, John married the love of his life, Carole 
Mary Rose Stier and she preceded him in death on July 14, 2009. 
Theirs was a never-ending love story that transcended all space 
and time. Surviving family members include his two amaz-
ing sons: Christopher (Ann- Marie) and Matthew (Rebecca) 
Young; his five beloved grandchildren: Zoe, Chalmer, Wyatt, 
Skyler, and Duncan; sister: Kay 
Mary (Jim) Rettig; many niec-
es, nephews and cousins. John’s 
family had generational close-
ness rarely seen today.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be directed 
to the Bay City Central Booster 
Club. 
Published in Bay City Times on 
Aug. 31, 2017

Cadet Young in 1960.

John Chalmer Young.
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Cadet Vizethann in 1961.



QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL

_____ SMA Challenge Coins ............................................. $20.00
_____ SMA Lapel Pins ....................................................... $10.00

_____ Baseball Caps .......................................................... $15.00
Structured Hats: Blue with Gold Lettering

    “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield
Blue with Blue and Gold visor,
    round SMA Patch ............. $20.00

_____ Baseball Caps .......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) ......... $18.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield .. $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ...... $39.00

_____ Jackets:   M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield (Special order) $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch ................... $75.00

_____ Blue Pull Over Hoodie with STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY
in gold across the chest ............................................ $40.00

_____ Blue zip up Hoodie with full color shield ............... $45.00
_____ Gray Sweat Shirt with Round SMA Patch,

Staunton Military Academy on sleeve in blue ........ $35.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $35.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $40.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA .................. $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $7.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................. $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
   Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope..... $3.00
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................... $15.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................... $20.00
    $71.00 and above ................................................................. $25.00

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the SMA-
VWIL Museum in the former SMA Supply
Room. The form at right should be completed
and mailed, with your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Foundation Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by e-mail at

SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for information, leave
a message, and your call will be returned as
soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be processed by
using the form on page32. Your order will be
shipped when payment is received.

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review
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Staunton Military Academy 
Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
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Staunton Military Academy
Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.

SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.(tax exempt) {payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation}
• One Star Membership: ($100.00 for one year, 1 September through 31 August) $___________
• Two Star Membership: ($180.00 for two years, (10% off) $___________
• Three Star Membership: ($240.00 for three years, (20% off) $___________
• Lifetime Membership: ($1,000.00 for lifetime) $___________

•  SMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt): $___________
     The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions and
alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity.  Your donation helps the SMA Alumni Foundation
maintain the alumni office, Memorial Wall, archives, web site, and Kablegram-Leader.

• SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)      $_________     $_________     $_________     $_________     $_________
For more information on the SMA Alumni Foundation Scholarship Program, please visit our

website at www.sma-alumni.org. Your contributions are fully tax deductible.

•  TTTTTruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Duty, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt): $___________
      The purpose of the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund is to support entities such as the Virginia
Women’s Institute for Leadership through educational scholarships/awards and program support.
Your contributions are tax deductible.

 VWIL Educational Scholarships/Awards      $___________
 VWIL Program Support:      $___________

Total:  $___________
Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip: _____________

PAYMENT
• Check (please see above for correct “payable to”)
• Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card       Visa
     Card Number: __________________

     Expiration Date: __________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) __________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card)  _________________________

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

(Your name will be listed with other Lifetime Members on a plaque in the SMA/VWIL Museum.)


