
Rocking ‘n’ rolling with the punches: After 40 years, Jay Nedry (SMA ’69) 
graduates from college and pursues career teaching music.

By Sarah Smith, Editor-in-Chief, The Flat Hat 
 

Reprinted from the September 18, 2018 issue of The Flat Hat  
(College of William and Mary’s Student Voice since 1911)

   
Each week, The Flat Hat profiles one person — a student, faculty or staff member, or alum that is deeply connected to the College 
of William and Mary. This week, The Flat Hat presents its third profile in a series about nontraditional students on campus.

In the fall of 1969, the United States was in the middle of the Vietnam War, the legal drinking age was 18, and Jay 
Nedry ’18 was beginning his first semester at the College of William and Mary. What should have been a two-year stint in 
the College’s ROTC program turned into almost 50 years of traveling, taking classes and playing plenty of rock music. 
	 Nedry went to high school in Staunton, Virginia, at the Staunton Military Academy. When he graduated, he 
had two years of ROTC credit, which he says made doing the ROTC program at the College an obvious choice. 
However, in December of 1969, he sat waiting to find out whether or not he’d be drafted to fight in the Vietnam War.

Changing times on campus
“They needed so many guys to go to Vietnam that they said, ‘We have to make this fair to everyone, and we’re 

going to have a lottery,’” Nedry said. “Every boy who was born in 1950 [picked] a lottery number. … We gathered 
in the basement of Yates Hall, and we watched them pick our fate on national television.”

Just a few weeks later, on a trip down to Florida to see Led Zeppelin, Nedry was in a car accident that broke his 
back and changed the direction of his life. Over the next few years, Nedry broke his back several more times — in 
April 1972, Nedry was still working on course work to complete his first year at the 
College. Then, he broke his back again.

In the meantime, Ne-
dry was not oblivious to the 
changing times on campus. 
He saw the end of visitation 
policies — College rules 
forbidding men and women 
from visiting each other’s 
dorm rooms — as well as 
changes to alcohol policies 
on campus. During this peri-
od, he visited a bar in Blow 
Memorial Hall that would 
serve students. He also wit-
nessed a major historical mo-
ment in the student body’s 
reaction to the Vietnam War.

“In May of 1970 … kids 
were protesting the Vietnam 
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Jay Nedry (William and Mary ’18), who still tours with his 
band, The Roadducks, is enrolled at George Mason Universi-
ty, working on a master’s thesis on the history of rock and roll.  
COURTESY PHOTO / THE ROADDUCKS



Greetings Old Boys! There is and has 
been a lot of hard work going on behind 
the scenes preparing for our Reunion 12-
14 April 2019. If you haven’t already made 
plans to attend, now is the time to start! 
Every Reunion is a special event, as we 
reconnect with friends and remember our 
days on the Hill. This year will be no ex-
ception, and we’ll have some exciting spe-
cial events occurring, as well. Through the 
generosity of Peter Worth, ’57, Kable Field 

will be transformed into a new athletic complex and renamed 
SMA-Worth Field, ensuring that SMA will be permanently asso-
ciated with this part of campus, on which so many of us spent so 
many formative hours and days. There will be a dedication cere-
mony and other events to celebrate this great development. Peter 
Worth’s classmate, John Dean ’57, will be our keynote speaker at 
the Reunion this year.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the graduation of the 
Class of 1969. I have heard it said that if you remember the Sixties 
you weren’t really there, and I suspect the Class of ’69 will make 
this Reunion pretty memorable. Along those lines, one suggestion 
I’d like to offer has to do with honoring the legacy of SMA’s con-
tribution to our nation’s defense throughout its history. “Duty” is 
smack dab in the middle of “Truth, Duty, Honor” and service to 
others was part of SMA’s canon. Many cadets later served in our 
armed forces, and we honor their service and sacrifice in many 
ways. One way I’d like to suggest is that those of us who have 
served wear a token of our service to the Banquet. Regulations 
authorize the wear of military awards and decorations on civilian 
clothes for these purposes. If you can’t find the box in the attic 
with the miniature medals and badges from your mess dress, they 
can be easily obtained from a couple different sources. I don’t see 
this as so much about us as individuals, as I do a way of honoring 
a tradition of service and sacrifice that our school fostered and of 
which we should all be proud

Advantage #2 of a Military Boarding School according to the 
SMA catalog of 1920: “During the hours set for study and the 
preparation of lessons, a teacher is always present to render 
assistance and teach boys how to study.” 

And maybe render a swat or two for CQ violators, if memory 
serves….

George Mastroianni, SMA ‘73 
President, SMA Alumni Foundation

-2-

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President.............. George Mastroianni, SMA ’73
Vice President........... Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62
Secretary/Chaplain ....Richard Henderson, SMA ‘63
Treasurer .....................Peter Birckhead SMA ’73

PERMANENT COMMITTEES

ALUMNI RELATIONS
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ‘56.....................Member

FINANCE
Peter Birckhead SMA ’73..................... Chairman 

LEGAL
Warren Hutton, SMA ‘75 ........................Member

SCHOLARSHIPS
Tom Davis, SMA ’62................................Member

AD-HOC COMMITTEES

SMA FOUNDATION LEGACY FUND
Peter Birckhead SMA ’73..................... Chairman 

SMA SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Edward H. Morse, SMA ’59.................. Chairman
George Mastroianni, SMA ’73.................Member
*Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59.....................Member
*Tony Shipula, SMA ’74..........................Member

REUNION
Edmund A. Smith ‘76 .......................... Chairman
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 .............Member
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ’56 ................... Member
*Jay Nedry, SMA ‘69 ..............................Member

SMA-VWIL MUSEUM
*Brocky Nicely, SMA ‘65.......................... Curator
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74........... Chairman
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ’56.....................Member
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62.....................Member
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73...............................Member
William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74.....................Member

SMA HISTORIAN
*Gregory P. Robertson, ’70....................Historian

KABLEGRAM - LEADER
Burdette Holmes, SMA ’62 ........................Editor

WEBSITE
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 .........................Webmaster

AT LARGE
Dominic (Jack) Dalbo.............................SMA ’68
Larry Lee Atkinson..................................SMA ‘67
Al Rossy..................................................SMA ‘74
Eugene K. Ehmann.................................SMA ‘74
David Shipula..........................................SMA ‘73
Edward A. Newbegin..............................SMA ‘75

SMA ALUMNI OFFICE
*Arlene Nicely.....................SMA Office Manager

* VIP (non voting board member)

© Copyright 2019 — SMA Alumni Foundation Inc.

Reflections from the Hill



War, and four of them got killed at Kent State,” Nedry 
said. “So many students gathered in the Wren Court-
yard two days after it; almost half of the student body 
was in the Wren Courtyard. We went out on Richmond 
Road between the driveway at the Bryan Complex and 
Paul’s Deli. We sat in Richmond Road and blocked 
traffic coming into Williamsburg … Richmond Road 
was the only way to get into Colonial Williamsburg at 
the time.”

Nedry said that prior to the Kent State shootings, 
he felt that not as many students were active in protests 
against the war. However, he said that afterward, the 
campus community was much more involved. After 
the sit-in on Richmond Road, the College ended the se-
mester ahead of schedule, sending students home early 
and postponing exams until the fall semester.

 
The Roadducks hit the road

After Nedry’s final back injury, he transferred to 
James Madison University, which was called Madison 
College at the time. For approximately two years, Ne-
dry attended JMU, but then he dropped out to travel the 
country with his band, The Roadducks.

Nedry started The Roadducks with friends he 
made during his freshman year at the College, includ-
ing Bob Gaynor ’74. The Roadducks are based out of 
West Springfield, Virginia, and Nedry has played 5,470 
shows with the band, lived in Virginia Beach, Virginia, 
and New Haven, Connecticut, and toured for over 40 
years. Nedry has also run nightclubs, booking acts he’d 
previously toured with and other bands he admired.

When Gaynor passed away in April 2014, Nedry 
saw that as a chance to, as he said, “get serious.” For 
Nedry, this meant finishing his degree back where 
he started it. “I didn’t want a college education — I 
wanted a William and Mary education,” Nedry said. “I 
didn’t want a college degree — I wanted a William and 
Mary degree because it’s the best. The faculty is phe-
nomenal. I hadn’t been in school for 40 years, didn’t 
know how to turn my computer on … but I wanted to 
see if I could compete academically or intellectually, 
compete against the best.”

Nedry started full-time at the College in the sum-
mer of 2016 and graduated two years later with a GPA 
of 3.82 — something he said he’s proud of because he 
learned to work seriously and didn’t miss a single class.

“I’m taking The History of William and Mary with 
[Executive Director of Historic Campus Susan Kern, 
Ph.D. ’05]. She runs The Brafferton, the Wren Build-
ing, the President’s House,” Nedry said. “I’ve had 
classes with [Leisa Meyer]. I went back to William and 
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Mary to get my ass kicked by teachers like that. I got an 
A in all three classes I took with [Meyer]. I earned that, 
and that’s why I went back. To learn how kids are learn-
ing today.”

Even though Nedry graduated in 2018, he’s not done 
taking classes at the College. This semester he’s enrolled in 
two: Kern’s The History of William and Mary and a Vic-
torian literature course with English professor Mary Melfi.

“I’m not through educating myself,” Nedry said.

Mastering his craft
Nedry is also still touring with his band and is en-

rolled in a master’s program at George Mason Univer-
sity. His goal is to teach history at a community college 
after he graduates. He’s also working on research for his 
master’s thesis — a look at the history of rock and roll 
from 1950-70.

“I got a little transistor radio in the 1950s — they 
became quite a phenomenon,” Nedry said. “A transistor 
radio is like a bicycle; it provided you freedom … you 
could sit in your treehouse or your fort and you could 
listen to rock and roll, the stuff you couldn’t listen to 
when you’re home. … My generation grew up with the 
[Brown v. Board of Education] decision. Schools were 
segregated, and then they were integrated; I grew up 
with Jim Crow. I’ve watched a lot of these things change, 
and I’m going to be able to teach my students this, going 
to be able to give them the context of this. I’m going to 
use the music of the period as the soundtrack.”

Now, Nedry spends time in Northern Virginia taking 
his graduate classes and working as a teaching assistant 
at the Northern Virginia Community College’s Loudoun 
County campus and in Williamsburg taking undergrad-
uate classes purely for the sake of education. When he’s 
not in the classroom, he’s still out touring with his band, 
which he’s sworn to keep alive for as long as possible.

“I started going to William and Mary when I was 
13,” Nedry said. “I went to band school for a month in 
Monroe Hall. I’ve been associated with the College for 
54 years. I’m like a little kid that’s been given a do-over, 
and I’ve taken full advantage. I’ll always hope to be able 
to take classes here.”

Nedry said he is very thankful for the people he’s 
met at the College and the relationships he’s been able to 
form, including a friendship with former College Presi-
dent Taylor Reveley. He said he treasures a photo he has 
of himself with Reveley after he received his diploma.

“If I’m not the happiest William and Mary graduate, 
then I am certainly in the top three,” Nedry said. “I’ve 
never been happier than when I’m back in Williams-
burg.”
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BRIEFLY...

LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
REMINDER

Now is the time to be publicizing our Legacy Schol-
arship Program. We are in our third year of awarding 
scholarships to deserving students headed to college. 
About half of those who have received scholarships so 
far have been SMA legacy students – descendants of 
SMA alumni. If you know of an excellent student who 
embodies our school’s motto of “Truth, Duty, Honor”, 
who could use some financial help for college, and 
who you would be proud to see carrying on the legacy 
of SMA, please tell them about the program. 

The Scholarship Fact Sheet (see page 13 of this is-
sue) provides a breakdown of the program.  If needed, 
interested students can also send an email to smaschol-
arship@comcast.net for more information.

Deadline for the June Kablegram-Leader
We plan to publish our Summer issue of the Kable-

gram-Leader in June 2019.  The deadline for contribu-
tions is May 15th.  

John Dean, SMA ’57. 
confirmed as Reunion Speaker

The SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Directors 
has announced that John Dean has agreed to be our 
speaker at the formal banquet on Saturday, April 13th.  
John graduated from Staunton Military Academy in 
1957, earned a law degree at Georgetown University, 
and eventually became White House counsel to United 
States President Richard Nixon in 1970.

A quick reminder… the 2019 Reunion will be con-
ducted April 12-14, 2019.  Please mark your calendar. 
It’s not too late to make plans to attend.

SMA Sword Donations
For those of you who have been considering donat-

ing your SMA sword to VWIL during the Reunion in 
April, this is to remind you that the deadline for con-
tacting “Doc” Daugherty, Class of ’72, at (716) 326-
3451, is Saturday, March 23, 2019.  We would like to 
have at least 10 more swords to meet this year’s goal.  
See page 22 of this issue for details.

letters and emails
Dear SMAAF Board of Directors,			 
	 	 November 3, 2018

 

This is the new SMA Alumni Office email ad-
dress: smaalumni@outlook.com

Please update your address book within your email 
applications so this is the default address for the SMA 
Office.   It is effective as of today.   The old msn.com 
email address has been terminated as of 23 November 
2018.

 
Thank-you.
Arlene
Arlene Nicely
SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.

Dear SMA Oldboys,					   
	 	 November 28, 2018

My father, Charles B. Hoffecker from Reading, PA., 
attended Staunton Military Academy and his photo ap-
pears in the 1938 SHRAPNEL on page 118. If anyone 
has any information to offer about him or the school, 
I would be pleased to hear from you. I believe that my 
dad only attended one year then had to return home due 
to the death of his father. My father served 20 plus years 
in the United States Navy then had a career as a high 
school mathematics teacher and band director in Jack-
sonville, FL. He passed away in Jacksonville in 1984. 

 
Thank you, 
Mr. Kim L. Hoffecker 
45062 Butler Lane 
Callahan, FL. 32011
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SMA Hall of Fame Class of 2019 Inductees
The SMA Alumni Foundation Hall of Fame Committee has completed an extensive review and evaluation of 15 

nominees submitted for consideration for induction into the SMA Hall of Fame.  Each year, three new inductees are 
inducted into the Hall of Fame. Nominees are comprised of alumni, former faculty & staff, and friends of SMA that 
have distinguished themselves.  Criteria used in evaluating nominees is posted on the SMA web site under the Hall of 
Fame link along with a listing of all current inductees and their individual biographies.  

The Class of 2019 Hall of Fame inductees will be formally announced during the upcoming SMA Reunion in 
April, they are:  

•	 Sloan Reid “Sandy” Gill, SMA ‘47, Maj Gen, USAF (Ret.)
•	 Harold Paul “Herk” Wolfe, SMA ‘49
•	 Edward “Ned” Monroe Bonfoey, Jr., SMA Coach, Teacher & Commandant

Nominations for the Class of 2020 SMA Hall of Fame must be submitted by November 17, 2019. Instructions 
are available on the SMA Hall of Fame page:  http://sma-alumni.org/hall-of-fame/ -or- contact Mark Orr, SMA ’73, 
Chair, SMA Hall of Fame Committee.

SLOAN REID “SANDY” GILL, SMA ’47 (1929 – 2011)
MAJOR GENERAL, U.S. AIR FORCE, RETIRED

Sloan Reid Gill was born on D’ecember 3, 1929, in Molena, GA, 
to Andrew F. and Roxie R. Gill. He matriculated to Staunton Mili-
tary Academy (SMA) in the fall of 1945 as a junior. He was on the 
Headmaster’s List as a junior and graduated as a Sergeant in Com-
pany A in May 1947. He attended Georgia Institute of Technology 
graduating in 1952 with a bachelor of science degree in industrial 
management. Prior to graduation, in March 1952, he was commis-
sioned a second lieutenant through the Air Force Reserve Officer 
Training Corps program and was called to active duty in July of that 
year. 

“Sandy” received primary flying training at Bainbridge, GA., 
and graduated in September 1953 from advanced flying school at 
Enid, OK, where he flew B-25 Mitchell bombers. His first active-du-
ty assignment following graduation was at Westover Air Force Base, 
MA., flying Douglas C- 118 Liftmasters with the 30th Air Transport 
Squadron, Military Air Transport Service. In April 1955 the squad-
ron transferred to McGuire Air Force Base, NJ. 

Released from active duty in September 1956, he joined the 
700th Troop Carrier Squadron, Air Force Reserve, at Dobbins Air 
Force Base outside Atlanta, Ga., where he qualified as an instructor 
pilot and flight examiner in Fairchild C-123 Providers. He became 
a flight commander in the 700th Troop Carrier Squadron in May 

1960. In November 1961 he entered the U.S. Civil Service as base operations officer at Dobbins Air Force Base, remain-
ing with the 700th Troop Carrier Squadron as a reservist.  After six years inactive reserve service, “Sandy” was recalled 
to active duty during the Cuban Missile Crisis from October 1962 – November 1963. Following that period of active 
duty, he joined the air reserve technician program, remaining with the 700th Troop Carrier Squadron. Two years later, 

Major General Sloan Reid Gill
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in 1968, his unit changed to Douglas C-124 Globemas-
ters and was assigned to the Military Airlift Command. 
The squadron was activated during the Pueblo Crisis and 
flew worldwide missions in support of the Military Air-
lift Command. “Sandy” was released from active duty in 
June 1969 and resumed his air reserve technician duties 
at Dobbins Air Force Base as operations officer. 

When the wing was deactivated in June 1971, “San-
dy” was assigned as deputy commander, 918th Military 
Airlift Group and deputy commander of Dobbins Air 
Force Base. In October 1971, he became commander of 
the 908th Tactical Airlift Group, Maxwell Air Force Base, 
Montgomery, AL. His unit flew C-7A Caribous and was 
the first Reserve C-7A unit to become fully combat ready. 

In June 1973, “Sandy” assumed command of the 
918th Tactical Airlift Group at Chicago-O’Hare Interna-
tional Airport. He was also base commander of the Chi-
cago-O’Hare Reserve Air Facility. In July 1974, “Sandy” 
transferred to Selfridge Air National Guard Base, MI, and 
served as vice commander and senior air reserve techni-
cian for the 403rd Tactical Airlift Wing. He moved to Air 
Force Reserve Headquarters at Robins Air Force Base, 
GA, in September 1975 and was assigned to an active 
duty tour as director of operations. In July 1976, he be-
came Commander of the 94th Tactical Airlift Wing, Dob-
bins Air Force Base. Under his command, the 94th Tacti-
cal Airlift Wing received the Air Force Outstanding Unit 
Award, the second such award in his career. 

He took command of the 433rd Tactical Airlift Wing 
at Kelly Air Force Base, TX, in June 1978 and, from May 
1979 to March 1981, Brigadier General Gill served as 
deputy to the Chief of Air Force Reserve at Air Force 
Headquarters. In April 1981, Brigadier General Gill was 
named Commander of the 4th Air Force, McClellan Air 
Force Base, CA, and was also appointed to a three-year 
term on the Air Force Reserve Forces Policy Board. 

Brigadier General Gill was promoted to Major Gen-
eral on February 10, 1982, with date of rank August 1, 
1978, and assumed the duties of Chief of Air Force Re-
serve, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Washington, D.C., 
and Commander, Headquarters Air Force Reserve, a sep-
arate operating agency located at Robins Air Force Base, 
Ga. As Chief of the Air Force Reserve, Major General 
Gill served as the principal adviser on Reserve matters 
to the Air Force Chief of Staff. As Commander of the Air 

Force Reserve, he had full responsibility for the supervi-
sion of all U.S. Air Force Reserve units around the world. 

Major General Gill was a command pilot with more 
than 10,000 hours military flying time. His military decora-
tions and awards include the Legion of Merit with two oak 
leaf clusters, Meritorious Service Medal, Air Force Out-
standing Unit Award Ribbon with oak leaf cluster, Combat 
Readiness Medal, National Defense Service Medal with 
service star, Vietnam Service Medal with service star, Air 
Force Longevity Service Award Ribbon with four oak leaf 
clusters, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with hourglass de-
vice, Small Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon, Repub-
lic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with palm and Republic of 
Vietnam Campaign Medal. 

“Sandy” had numerous accomplishments throughout 
his military career. He flew B-25 bombers, C-118 Liftmas-
ters, C-123 Providers, C-124 Globemasters, and C-7A Car-
ibous. He participated in Operation “Wounded Warrior,” 
the air evacuation of French Foreign Legion troops from 
Dien Bien Phu, North Vietnam, to French bases in North 
Africa. In 1955, he established a world record for propel-
ler-driven transports in a C-118 Liftmaster from McGuire 
Air Force Base to Rheine-Main Air Base, Germany: 10 
hours, 22 minutes. 

His civic affiliations include membership in the Re-
serve Officers Association (past president, Dobbins Chap-
ter and Robins Chapter), Air Force Association, Georgia 
Tech Alumni Association, Chi Phi Fraternity and board of 
directors of the Fort Valley Oil Company. 

“Sandy” Gill and Delores “Losey” Pittman had met 
while attending Georgia Tech, and they were married in 
her hometown of Hattiesburg, MS, on December 21, 1952. 
During their marriage, “Sandy” and “Losey” had three chil-
dren, six grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. 

Major General Sloan Reid “Sandy” Gill retired on De-
cember 1, 1989 and passed away on August 22, 2011.

Sources: Official Air Force General Officer Biography at http://
www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/106963/major-
general-sloan-r-gill/ (current as of March 1984); and Obituary at 
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/hattiesburgamerican/obituary.as-
px?pid=153373104 

Edits by Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59 
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HAROLD PAUL “HERK” WOLFE, SMA ’49 (1931 – 2017)

Harold “Herk” Wolfe

“Herk” Wolfe entered Staunton Military Academy in 
the fall of 1945 as a freshman from Delphos, OH. He was 
about 6’ 8” tall, weighed over 200 pounds, and played 
varsity football, varsity basketball and was on the track 
team as a junior and senior. He was the second highest 
scorer on the basketball team as a junior and set scoring 
records in his senior year averaging 18.3 points per game. 
“Herk” — his nickname was short for Hercules — 
graduated in 1949 as a corporal in A Company (but had 
reached the rank of Technical Sergeant in the Band by the 
preceding year.) “Herk” had also played bass drum in the 
Winsocki Octet “spirit combo” as a junior. 

He attended Northwestern University for one year 
where he was a member of the Phi Gamma Delta Frater-
nity. The next year “Herk” attended Findlay College (lat-
er Findlay University) where, as captain of the basketball 
team as a senior, he led Findlay College to its first National 
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) appear-
ance. He also led the nation in scoring in 1952-53 with 704 
points and held the single-game collegiate scoring record 
of 62 points before being eclipsed by Wilt Chamberlin. 

Following graduation from Findlay College in 1954, 
“Herk” worked in the sales and marketing department of 
the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company in Akron, OH, 
for five years before leaving in 1959 to work with his 

father in the crushed stone industry at Wyandot Dolo-
mite in Carey, OH. He quickly became an integral part 
of the company, in the early 1960’s, they expanded the 
business to include asphalt paving, and opened rail dis-
tribution and unloading facilities for stone in Northeast 
Ohio. Wyandot Dolomite was a closely held private cor-
poration. As investors divested, “Herk” and his father 
“Curly” Wolfe acquired stock to the point that they held 
controlling interest in the early 1970’s. His father died in 
1977, and “Herk” was appointed president of the compa-
ny and subsequently Chairman of the Board of Directors. 
Wyandot Dolomite went on to become one of the top pro-
ducing crushed stone facilities in Ohio. As Chairman of 
the National Limestone Institute, “Herk” presided over 
the merger with the National Crushed Stone Associa-
tion to create the National Stone Association (NSA), the 
largest such industry association in the U.S. He served 
the aggregates and asphalt industries in many capacities 
for over 40 years. He was Chairman of the Ohio Aggre-
gates Association, NSA, Flexible Pavements of Ohio and 
served numerous terms on their boards of directors. 

“Herk” was appointed by the Governor of Ohio as a 
commissioner on the Ohio Rail Development Commis-
sion where he served many terms. He was President of the 
Upper Sandusky School Board; on the executive commit-
tee of the Private Industry Council; board of directors at 
the Betty Jane Rehabilitation Center, Tiffin, OH; National 
Association of Railway Shippers; and many other chari-
table and industry groups. He was a 32nd degree Freema-
son and was involved with Shriner’s International. 

He served his college alma mater, the University of 
Findlay, in many capacities: as a member of the Alum-
ni Board of Governors, President of the Varsity F Club, 
Community Focus Group, Renninger Scholarship En-
dowment Fund and University Board of Trustees. A do-
nation by the couple to Findley University in 2013 led to 
the Harold “Herk” and Patricia (Gohlke) Wolfe Center 
for Alumni, Parents, and Friends on campus. Another gift 
endowed a fund to support the basketball team in memo-
ry of his coach, Don Renninger. He was inducted into the 
NAIA, the University of Findlay, and Hancock County 
(Ohio) Halls of Fame. 

“Herk” and his wife, Patte, were also strong financial 
supporters of the SMA Alumni Association, maintained 
contact with the members of the Class of 1949, and were 
constant attendees at the annual SMA reunions. He will 
be greatly missed! 
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He gave of himself to many other groups including the 
B.P.O. Elks lodge and the First Lutheran Church of Up-
per Sandusky. There are few who led a more fulfilling life, 
touched as many lives as he did and had grand fun doing so. 

Harold Paul “Herk” Wolfe age 86 of Upper San-
dusky, Ohio, passed away on Thursday March 2, 2017, 
at the Bridge Hospice Care Center, Findlay, Ohio. He is 
survived by the love of his life, Patricia Ann (Gohlke) 
Wolfe and by his children: David Joseph (SMA ’74) and 
his wife Bonnie (nee Frisch); Timothy Allen (SMA ’77) 
and his wife Katherine (nee Payne); Cathy (Wolfe) Cole; 
Lisa Kaye and husband Richard Dunn; 13 grandchildren; 
and 10 great-grandchildren. 

“Most people I met said he made people happy,” his 
son, Timothy, said in an interview with Toledo Blade 
sports writer Jim Richard. “Our friends were his friends 
and then some. He might mention a foible of his, but not 
an achievement. He never talked about his athletics. He 
talked about his teammates and his friends and would be 
very proud of them.” 
Source: http://www.lucasbatton.com/notices/Harold-Wolfe and 
www.Toledoblade.com 
Edits by Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59

EDWARD “NED” MONROE BONFOEY, JR (1941 – 2017) 
SMA Coach, Educator and Commandant

Edward “Ned” Monroe Bonfoey, Jr.

Edward (Ned) Monroe Bonfoey Jr., age 76, of Vir-
ginia Beach, VA died December 16, 2017 after a long 
and brave battle fighting cancer. Notably, Ned kept a 
finely honed sense of humor throughout his battle. Ned 
was born in Quincy, Illinois on March 22, 1941. His 
parents, Mr. Edward M. Bonfoey and Mrs. Sarah Dean 
Bonfoey of Staunton, Virginia, preceded him in death. 

Ned was a graduate of Virginia Episcopal School, 
attended the University of Virginia, and graduated 
from Lynchburg College earning a BA in economics 
and history and a master’s degree in business, econom-
ics and education administration.

Ned was a veteran serving in the Virginia National 
Guard, US Army, and US Army Reserve and was an 
11th Special Forces A Team Commander as a captain. 
Ned spent his life as a teacher of economics and AP 
American history at a number of schools as well as 
an adjunct professor of economics for James Madison 
University. Ned was a member of the Staunton Elks 
Lodge, a past president and board member of the Deer-
field Telephone Company, a former board member of 
First and Merchants National Bank, a member of Trin-
ity Episcopal Church, and an active attendee of Saint 
Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Church in Staunton 
and Star of the Sea Catholic Church in Virginia Beach.

He returned to Staunton from the Army and Lynch-
burg, Virginia in 1968, to be an instructor at Staunton 
Military Academy and was coach of the SMA track and 
cross-country teams. He was very proud of his 1969 
SMA track team and his 1970 cross-country team that 
both won Virginia Military School League Champi-
onships In addition, the 1970 cross-country team won 
the state private school championship. In 1972, Ned 
became Commandant of Cadets for Staunton Military 
Academy. From 1973 to 1996, Ned was a member of 
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Memorial Wall

SMA Hall of Fame Class of 2019 Inductees Cont.

the Robert E. Lee High School faculty teaching AP 
American history and economics and was Department 
Chairman of the History department. He was also the 
girls’ tennis coach as well as the head coach of the Lee 
High cross-country teams. Ned was very proud of his 
years in education and to paraphrase Will Rogers, “He 
never met a student he did not like.”

Ned is survived by his loving wife Brenda Lilly 
Bonfoey and her son CPT Christopher E. Pennell, a son 
COL Edward M. Bonfoey III and his wife Elisa Emily 
Bonfoey, a daughter Kable B. Rizzo and husband LTC 
(Ret.) Robert K. Rizzo, two grandchildren Robert T. 
Rizzo and Kable K. Rizzo, a sister Katharine Burgdorf 
and husband LTC (Ret.) Carl Burgdorf of Hampton, 
Virginia, a cousin Marjorie Hays of Staunton, VA and a 
number of nieces and nephews.	

  
Memorial stone for Ned Bonfoey located in the  
Witz family crypt in Thornrose cemetery in Staunton, VA

Ned Bonfoey’s information was originally published in The News Leader from Dec. 23 to Dec. 26, 2017        Edited by Mark Orr, SMA ‘73

Class of 1960 First Captain to be remembered on Memorial Wall
By Tom Philips, SMA ‘74

When Old Boys gather on the Hill for the 2019 
Annual All-Class Reunion in early April, Duke My-
ers, SMA ’60, will be honored with a plaque on the 
Memorial Wall. 
	 During its monthly teleconference meeting 
on January 14, the SMA Alumni Foundation Board 
of Directors voted to accept the recommendation of 
the Memorial Wall Committee to honor Myers, who 
had been originally nominated in 2017.

Duke served as First Captain his senior year 
and received the Kable Legion of Honor. A native 
Kentuckian, he graduated from the University of 
Kentucky and earned his M.D. degree from the Uni-
versity of Louisville.

He completed his residency and fellowship in inter-
nal medicine and nephrology at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C. 

Dr. Myers served 14 years in the Army, and was stationed at facilities such as 
Fort Knox, Ky., Walter Reed, and Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas.

After leaving the Army, Duke and his family moved to Lubbock, Texas, where 
he began a long and successful private practice in nephrology, which is a specialty of medicine and pediatrics that 
focuses on the kidneys. He also held a clinical professorship at Texas Tech University School of Medicine. Duke 
passed away in 2013.

The committee reviewed two other Memorial Wall nominees this cycle: Albert McCue, a faculty member and 
coach at SMA from 1952-1959, and Rob Norton SMA ’67. They will be reconsidered next year.

Dr. William Duke Myers.

Cadet First Captain Myers in 1960.
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Reflections From Our Chaplain

A SHORT SERMONETTE
“Serenity”

 By Rev. R. A. Henderson, ‘63

Most of us know the following as the Serenity Prayer: 

God grant me the serenity;

To accept the things I cannot change;  
The courage to change the things I can;  
and wisdom to know the difference. 

 
	 Every week, every day, in church fellowship halls and in gatherings across the country… people fighting 
alcoholism repeat this prayer in Alcoholics Anonymous meetings.  Few know it, but that is only part of the 
prayer… the rest of the prayer goes like this: 

 
Living one day at a time;  
Enjoying one moment at a time;  
Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;  
Taking, as (Jesus) did, this sinful world  
as it is, not as I would have it;  
Trusting that He will make all things right if I surrender to His will;  
That I may be reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with Him forever in the next.  
AMEN

 
	 What even fewer people know, is that the prayer was not originally written for AA.  It was written on the 
back of an envelope prior to a worship service.  It was then used in a book of prayers for Soldiers in World 
War II.  Which tells me this is a prayer meant for all of us and can be applied to many circumstances.  The 
person who wrote this prayer is Reinhold Niebuhr.  He grew up a preacher’s kid and would become a preacher 
himself.   He has been called the greatest American preacher and prophet of the 20th century.  

The next time you see or hear this prayer think of the long version, its message and the man who wrote it 
for he understood that we live within limits as human beings… limits of time and space. 

 
“Our thoughts are not God’s thoughts, 
 and our ways are not God’s ways.” (Isaiah)  

 
	 This limitation makes us anxious… which is the precondition - the prelude to sin.  So whenever you are 
in a situation of anxiety at work or home - watch out!  Sin is close at hand.  In anxious moments we sin out of 
our worst selves.  Rather than trusting God, we take matters in our own hands.  Deliver yourself into God’s 
hands at the house of worship of your choice this Sunday, and experience true serenity for yourself.
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION PAST PRESIDENTS NAMES NOW 
PROUDLY DISPLAYED IN MUSEUM

Although it has taken us some time to get this done, we now have a plaque in the museum that lists all of 
the Present Day Past Presidents of the SMA Alumni Foundation since 1979. (in order of terms served)

•	 ARTHUR R. KLEMM, JR ‘44
•	 ROBERT R. ROSSI ‘67
•	 ROBERT M. COLE ‘63
•	 WALLACE P. STILZ ‘39
•	 BUTCH AARON ‘57
•	 FRED BURNER ‘68
•	 THOMAS E. B. PHILLIPS ‘74
•	 WILLIAM KEARNS ‘74
•	 C. DAVID LITZENBURG ‘58
•	 HARRY W. BRUCKNO ‘62
•	 WILLLIAM K. BISSETT ‘74
•	 THOMAS A. DAVIS ‘62

  

SMA DEEP SOUTH DETACHMENT
By Kelly McGavock, SMA ‘59

SMA alumni and their wives of the SMA Deep South Detachment had lunch together on Saturday, 26 January, at 
Mandina’s Restaurant in New Orleans, LA.

This is one of several get-togethers the Detachment has had over the past three years, offering an opportunity for 
its members to recall their time at SMA and for all get to know each other better in their current life.  

 
Attendees from left to right: Fred Ours (‘66) and wife, Elizabeth; Sam Camp (‘59) and wife, Judy; Jay Aaronson (‘64) and wife, Bonnie; 
Charles Alltmont (‘56) and wife, Mary Lynn; Charles McCowan (‘61) and wife, Mary; Raynald Williams (‘59) and wife, Linda; Dennis 
Oliver (‘53) and wife Ame; and Robert Thomas (‘72) and wife, Suzanne. Laisser le bon temps rouler!!  

Editor’s note.  Kelly and his wife, LaVonne, were unable to attend.  Kelly had a bad cold, and he wanted to keep it 
from his friends.  
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RESTORATION OF FORMER KABLE FIELD       
ENTRANCE COLUMNS HAS BEEN COMPLETED

January 2019   !   Peter Birckhead, SMA ‘73

One year to the date of announcing this sponsorship opportunity, the Legacy Fund Committee is pleased to an-
nounce that the restoration of the entrance columns to the former Kable Field, to be renamed SMA Worth Field during 
our upcoming reunion, has been completed.  Thanks to the generous contributions, totaling $7,500, from the follow-
ing members of the Class of 1962, the entrance columns once again proudly display the SMA name.

Anonymous			   Tom Davis (organizer)
William Bush			   Larry Hertzberg	
Michael Corbi			   Burdette Holmes

Now the two entrance columns on either side of Tullidge Drive as you walk down the hill to the former Kable Field 
have been fully restored to look like the entrance columns across the street leading up to the old asphalt formation 
area and the Mess Hall. (See photos below)

The plaque reads:

The entrance columns before restoration. 
The old Junior School is in the background.

The entrance columns after restoration. 
Tullidge Hall is in the background.

The restoration of these entrance columns
to SMA Worth Field were made possible

with generous contributions from members
of the SMA Class of 1962.

	 Anonymous	 Thomas A. Davis 
	 William Bush	 Larry Hertzberg 
	 Michael Corbi	 Burdette Holmes

December 2018

Please join me in thanking the above representatives for 
the SMA Class of 1962 for stepping up and making this proj-
ect possible. Please especially thank Tom Davis for taking a 
leadership role to get this done.

Thank you,

Peter Birckhead. SMA ‘73
Legacy Fund Chairman
Treasurer, SMA Foundation

Closeup of restored column with plaque 
honoring SMA Class of ’62”.
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Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association 
 

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402-0958                                             (540) 885-1309 ▪ smaalumni@outlook.com 

 
 

FACT SHEET 

STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY ALUMNI FOUNDATION LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

 

WHAT IS IT? 

A scholarship program intended to perpetuate the legacy of our school, Staunton Military 
Academy (SMA). SMA was a special place for many young men from 1884 until 1976. 
Through this scholarship program, the alumni of SMA hope to preserve the memory of our 
school and what it has meant to all of us, by helping young people who share the values and 
ideals for which SMA stood. 

WHAT ARE THE TERMS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP? 

Up to four scholarships with a minimum value of $1500 will be awarded annually. These 
awards will be renewable for up to four years. 

WHO MAY APPLY? 

We invite applications from high-school seniors who are planning to attend two- or four-year 
colleges. There is no requirement that students attend a military college, and no requirement 
that students enroll in ROTC.  

HOW DO I APPLY? 

Application instructions may be found at https://www.smascholarship.org/sma-scholarship-
application/. Applicants will be asked to provide a cover letter, two essays, transcripts, and 
evidence of acceptance to college by June 1 each year. Applications will be evaluated on a 
whole-person basis; evidence of commitment to the values embodied in SMA’s legacy, 
particularly our motto, “Truth, Duty, Honor” is especially important to us. Scholarship 
selections will be based on merit. Applicants who are descendants of former SMA cadets are 
especially encouraged to apply. 

HOW CAN I FIND OUT MORE? 

For more information about SMA and about the Legacy Scholarship Program, please see 
https://www.smascholarship.org/. Contact information is available on the website. 



-14-

SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND
Updated as of December 31, 2018

By Peter Birckhead ‘73   l   peterbirckhead@gmail.com   l    713-819-1980

LEGENCY FUND PROJECT EXCEEDS GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION IN DONATIONS

Thanks to all of our alumni who have generously given to the Legacy Fund. We have now, after almost 5 years of fund 
raising, exceeded $1.5 Million in cash donations, pledges, and life insurance death benefit designations either directly to or for 
the behalf of the SMA AF. 

While we have now reached our fund raising goal our financial needs continue each year so please consider a donation and 
make it today either by mailing a check or going on line to www.sma-alumni.org. using a credit card or paypal.

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)

$500,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Peter Worth ’57 * (cash and pledge) (w/benches, WWI 
Monument Restoration, Museum Signage Package spon-
sorship, Flag and Flag Pole upkeep sponsorship and SMA 
Eagle sponsorship) * Includes gift of $450,000 to MBU for 
naming of Kable Field to SMA Worth Field

$150,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 *(IRA Beneficiary Designa-
tion) (Longyear TDH VWIL Scholarship and bricks)

$50,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Bill Bissett ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *
George R. Shiarella ’48 (SMA Scholarship)

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Anonymous ’74 *

$35,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino ’75 * (with SMA Scholarship)

$25,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Tilford Jones ’76 (Life Insurance Beneficiary Designation)

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Larry Atkinson ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
John Conomikes ’50 * ( SMA Eagle, Brochure sponsorship 
and SMA Scholarship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 * (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Richard Henderson ‘63 *
David Brooks Holstein ’73 (w SMA Scholarship Program)
John (Jack) Vaughan III ’69 (w/bench and SMA Eagle 
sponsorship) *
Patricia & Herk Wolfe ’49 (bench sponsorship/Howie Bust 
sponsorship) * deceased

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
John Fuog ’70 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 * (w/SMA sponsorship)
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship and in Honor of 
Lolo Kable) *
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration sponsorship) *
H. Roller Shipplett ’67 (brochure, transcripts 
       copy and new website sponsorships ) *

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Carter Condon (Patron) *

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS) CONT.
Burdette Holmes ’62 * (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Charles R. Jenkins ’53 *
John Nolde ’63 *
Stuart Smith ‘48
Leslie Taylor ’66 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli (deceased) ’61 *
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 *
Joseph Ritok ’66 *
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *
Virginia Windley (Don) ’70 *

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74 

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband Frank Lee ’52 
       and w/bench sponsorship)
Floyd Ostrom ’62 *
Louis Stathis ’70 *
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron) *

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Brown ’66 * (with SMA Scholarship)
Michael Byington ’61 * (deceased)
Lucius Chapin ‘66
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ’68 *
Allen Jones ’48 *

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Birckhead ’73 * 
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72
William Gershen ‘58
Charlie Drumheller ’66 (w/Cannon Restoration sponsorship)
Robert Horvath ’47 *
Warren Hutton ’75 *
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench and SMA Eagle sponsorship) *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)
Anthony C. Korvas’59 
Steve Landa ’63 *
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67 (deceased)
Mark Orr ’73 *
Tim Scheel ’73 (w/brochure sponsorship) *
Ralph Sebrell ’45
David Shipula ‘73
Peter Stark ’50 *
Stephen L. Taylor ’63 *
Frederick Walton ‘33
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.

$500+ (BENEFACTOR)
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Michael F. Corbi ’62 (w/SMA columns sponsorship)
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband 
         Fred Benson Griffin ’57)
Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Mrs. Robert Horvath (Memory of Robert Horvath ’47)
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) 
         (daughter of Maj. Thomas Howie) *
Christopher Jones ’71 *
Stanley Lesniak ’67 *
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Gale and Duke Myers ’60 *
David Rhodes ‘72
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Edmund Smith ‘76
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Donald Westbrook ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

$250+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong Patron (husband Jack Armstrong ’57) *
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
Edward Burka ’48 *
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Digiacomo ’69 (SMA Eagle, Brick sponsorships, 
SMA Scholarship) *
Robert Flatford ’66 *
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ’51 *
Geoffrey Hall ‘65
Tad Hall ’73 *
Page Kable (Patron) *
William Lambert ’62
Harvie Martin III ‘74
Glen MacFadden ’59 *
Gordon Milestone ’43 *
Leland K. Ozawa ’61 *
Phil Peter ’50 *
Robert Piper ‘68
Neil J. Rogers ’69 *
Fredrick Shaftman ‘66
James H. Stevenson ’58 *
Lawrence Steele III ‘61*
Frank Till ’71 *
John W. Turner ’67 *
Peter Voss ’48 *
Lee Woody ‘47
Susan Yates (Patron)
Larry Ward ’71 * (SMA Scholarship)
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty) *

$200+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anthony Betz ‘67
Robert Clements ’58 *
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
Craig E. Hanson ‘74
Paul Heyard ’72 *
Tom Howie ‘67
Walter Kircher ’70 (w/Brick Fund)
Larry Lombari ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Edmund Leigh ‘74

$200+ (BENEFACTOR) CONT.
Conrad Mihalek ’66 (w/SMA Scholarship)
Gary Martell ‘69
Jeffrey Metzel ‘43
Douglas Nunn ’71 *
Hugh Sproul III ’54 (w/brochure sponsorship)
J. Warren Turner ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
W.J. Turner ‘67
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog Mem. Fund) *

$100+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anonymous ’62 * (w/SMA column sponsorship)
James Adams ’59 *
Darr Barshis ‘72
Richard Beaver ‘56
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57
James Bond ’51 *
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
William Bush ’62 (with SMA columns sponsorship)
Alan Butterworth ‘51 *
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
Jose Colon ’60
Wesley G. Constable ’61 *
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Jack Dickerson ’67 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Anthony Disher, Jr. ’72 *
George Dunigan ‘64
Philip Farber ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Allen Fisher ’56 (in memory of his brother Bruce Fisher ’49)
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
William Foard ’56 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
Mark Hancock ‘62
James Hayslip ’75 *
John C. Hildebrand ‘72
Benjamin Hudson, Jr. ‘54
Sanford Jacobson ’55 
Joseph Koch ’53 *
Lee Lawrence ‘56
Robert Lehman ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Jon Levy ‘56
Edward McLorie ’63 *
Randall Melton ‘76
SFC Kenneth Messer, Jr ’66 *
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Stephen Newton ‘62
Russell Ogan ’70 *
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
William Pandak ’73 *
Edward Patsch ’53 *
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
William Ratcliff, Jr ‘62
Robert Remaley (Patron)
Wayne Scholtes ‘64
Elizabeth Seaman (Patron for Husband Peter Seaman ’50)
Ed Smith ‘76
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her husband 
       Dale Frederick Snell ’56)
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION INC. LEGACY FUND Cont.

$100+ (BENEFACTOR) CONT.
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
Clarence Tart ‘53
John R. Taylor ‘72
David Tinker ’69 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Doris Thompson (Patron)
John T. Turner ‘67
W. John Turner ’67 *
Jeffrey Van Hyning ‘64
Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
Carl Winnefeld ’61 *
Lee P. Woody ’47 *
Charles Youngman ‘55
Philip Yount ‘62

$50+ (BENEFACTOR)
Frank Allen ’47 (w/brick sponsorship)
Kelly Allen ‘71
Richard Alonzo ’64 *
William Baldwin III ‘64
Patrick Benavides (Patron) (w/brick sponsorship)
Bruce Buchanan ’66 (w/brick sponsorship)
Carol Caldwallader Patron (in honor of Lewis Caldwallader ‘55)
Ms. Terry Clark Patron (in honor of her father William 
Clark ’48)
David Cohen ‘59
Don Cross ’67 (w/brick sponsorship)
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of James Deehan ’55)
John Diemer ’67 *
Everette Doffermyre ’66 *
Susan Finlay Patron (brick for Lolo Kable)
Alexander Forester ‘74
Frederick Gambke ’73 *
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoffry Hall ’64)
Scott Holcomb ‘66
Ben Hollis ’58 *
Ben Hudson ’54
John Kelly ‘57
Barbara Kerne (Patron)
Carolyn Lucy (Patron) Wife of J.C. Lucy, Jr. ‘53
Alan Messer ’68 (w/brick sponsorship) *
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of Duke Myers deceased)
Dan Newman ’60 *
Peter Ottman ’65 (w/Howie Bust sponsorship)
Richard Parson ‘60
COL. Brooke Read ’46 *
AJ Scolio ‘43

$50+ (BENEFACTOR) CONT.
Neal Smith ‘66
Michael Somers ’65 (w/brochure sponsorship)
William Summers ‘60
Robert Tabor ‘58
Edwin Taliaferro ’60 *
Peter Velde ‘67
Jon Walker ‘54
Eli White ‘53
Fish Bowl in Museum Receipts

$25+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of her husband 
John Armstrong’37)
Lee Beard ‘51
David Behuhn ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)
Howard Brewer, Jr ‘47
Claude L. Crawford ’57 (Faculty) *
Robert Coyner ’49 
John Diemer ‘67
Michael Deuting ‘59
Carlos Ferro ’51
Douglas Godwin ‘69
Mark Hannock ‘62
Charles Hnilicka ‘48
Stanley Kaplan ‘54
Stanley Licker ‘55
Gregory and Paula Lockhart (Patrons) for James Jewett ‘41
Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Edward Mann ‘46
Kirk Moberley ’63 *
Michael Meyers ‘59
John Morrow ‘52
John Pennypacker, Jr ‘63
Darrell Richardson ‘67
Hal Schweder ‘40
Randall See ‘75
William Suppes, Jr. ‘45
William Thomas ‘61
D. Marshall Taylor ‘75
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
William Tucker, Jr ‘58
Dick Unger ‘63

$10+ (BENEFACTOR)
Joesph McKbben ‘60
Edward McLorie ‘63
James Spencer (Patron)
Gary Waple ’60 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

Thanks to all of these alumni who have supported the Legacy Fund Project.  Your donations have helped to ensure the mem-
ories, traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity. Your donations have helped our alumni foundation to continue to 
provide scholarships and support for organizations (such as the VWIL Program at MBC) that exemplify our core values of Truth, 
Duty and Honor. And finally your donations have helped support the new SMA Scholarship Program.

The listing above represents only 20% of living alumni. There are still 80% of those of you who have not made a donation! 
Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No amount is too small and all donations are fully tax deductible.  It is easy to donate, 
just contact me directly and we can discuss all options available to help you.  Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73, peterbirckhead@gmail.
com or 713-819-1980.

Note.: If you don’t see your name, and you have donated, please let me know. If you have donated more than once and do not 
have a “*” next to your name please let me know. Thanks!
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Rev. 10032018 

SMA – ALL-Class  
2019 REUNION SCHEDULE 

(AS OF 10/03/2018)

Thursday, April 11, 2019 (downtown)

6:30 pm Early bird arrival dinner gathering @ Emilio’s Italian Restaurant (Dutch treat) 

Friday, April 12, 2019 (on former SMA campus & Other Venues)

9:30 – 11:30 am:           SMAAF Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall) 

10:30 am – 4:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open 

11:00 am – 3:30 pm:  

4:30 – 5:30 pm:  

6:00 – 8:00 pm:   

8:30 – 11:30 pm:   

Registration (Mess Hall) 

Howie Rifles Demo & Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside SMA-VWIL Museum) 

Reception and Dinner (Mess Hall) 

Dance at the Beverly Street Clock Tower (DJ, plus The Roadducks band) 

Saturday, April 13, 2019 (on former SMA campus & Stonewall Jackson Hotel)

8:15 – 9:00 am:   Registration for those who have not registered (Mess Hall) 

9:00 – 9:30 am:      Continental Breakfast (grab and go) (Mess Hall) 

SMA/VWIL alumni and spouse/adult guest 

9:30 – 10:30 am: Annual SMA Alumni General Membership Meeting & VWIL Program Update 
(Mess Hall VWIL Room) 

9:30 – 11:00 am:       Meet VWIL Cadets (SMA & VWIL Alumni spouse/guests) (Mess Hall) 

This is informal time with VWIL Cadets.  

10:30 – 11:00 am: SMAAF Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall) 

11:30 – 4:00 pm:  SMA-VWIL Museum Open 

12:00 – 1:15 pm:  SMA-VWIL Parade & SMA-Worth Field Dedication Ceremony 

SMA-VWIL Alumni will form up on the asphalt at 11:45 am to follow the VWIL 
Corps of Cadets onto Kable Field. 

1:15 – 2:15 pm:  SMA-VWIL Lunch (on asphalt parking lot...Mess Hall will be open for seating) 

2:15 – 5:00 pm:  Visit the museum, connect with former classmates, shop or tour the city. 

2:15 – 4:00 pm:  Tour of former SMA buildings, barracks with VWIL cadets 

6:00 – 7:00 pm:  Banquet Reception (cash bar) (SJH Lobby) 

7:00 – 10:00 pm:  Alumni Banquet (SJH Banquet Rm) 

10:00 pm: Nostalgia Time  

Sunday, April 14, 2019 (on former SMA campus)

8:30 am – 2:00 pm:   SMA-VWIL Museum Open 
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REVISITING STAUNTON, VA  
and YOUR YOUTH AT SMA

What is left of the school? 
We are fortunate to have much of the old academy still standing and well maintained.  Mary Baldwin University bought the build-

ings and grounds in 1978 and has incorporated them into their campus.  Weiland Gate still invites visitors to the asphalt where we once 
formed up in our companies.  The buildings which remain are: Administration building (Kable home / PMS residence); Mess Hall; Supply 
Room (now the SMA Museum); Kable Hall; Memorial Hall (now called Deming Hall); the Laundry building, West Barracks (HQ Co. build-
ing), and the stately Superintendent’s home (now occupied by the Mary Baldwin University President).  Also surviving from SMA is Tullidge 
Hall, which replaced the old Junior School building.  At our 2019 reunion, we will have organized tours of some of these old structures.  The 
SMA museum is a treasure trove of school memorabilia some of which was little known before being acquired by the curator.  There are 
copies of yearbooks from 1906 through 1975 (sadly no yearbook was published for 1976).  Outside the museum is the memorial wall and 
honor-brick path.  There tribute is paid to outstanding graduates, former teachers and benefactors.  A ceremony is held each year to install 
new inductees and honor alums who have gone to their final reward.  There are also plaques honoring fallen classmates in conflicts past and 
present.  Another focal point of the memorial wall is the restored cement eagle which once graced North Barracks and the wrought-iron gates 
from the Sally Port in South Barracks.  

What is there to do in Staunton?
Well, for openers there is The Stonewall Jackson Hotel itself.  It has been fully restored after having fallen on hard times as a transient 

hotel in the 90’s.
Augusta Military Academy in Ft. Defiance, VA (a few miles up the road.) They too have a museum but that is about it, all the remaining 

buildings are in shambles.
Adjacent to the Stonewall Jackson is the Blackfriars Playhouse (American Shakespeare Center) which performs 3 or more plays each 

weekend. The actors are professional and do some contemporary works in addition to the Bards famous plays.  
On Coulter St. next to Mary Baldwin University is the Woodrow Wilson Birth Place and Presidential Library with guided tours daily.
A short drive from downtown is the Frontier Culture Museum, a living history museum with costumed interpreters.
Just a few blocks from the Stonewall Jackson Hotel is the Bruce A. Elder Antique and Classic Automobiles Museum featuring two 

floors of old cars.
Right on Beverly St. in the heart of downtown is the Camera Heritage Museum a unique attraction for current and former shutterbugs.
The Statler Brothers Mini-Museum just North of town, and Staunton has a Tourist Trolley which provides a 30-40 minute circle tour 

of the city.
And of course there is the SMA-VWIL Museum located on the former academy grounds.

What are the scheduled reunion events?  
{See our website http://sma-alumni.org for registration form and detailed 2019 reunion schedule.}

FRIDAY
Registration (Mess Hall) 
SMA-VWIL Museum Open 
Howie Rifle Demo & Memorial Wall Ceremony 
Reception and Dinner (Mess Hall) 
Dance (Beverly Street Clock Tower)  
SATURDAY   
Registration for those who have not registered (Mess Hall) Conti-
nental Breakfast (Mess Hall)    
Annual SMA Alumni General Membership meeting (Mess Hall) 
Meet VWIL Cadets (SMA Alumni, spouses, and guests) (Mess Hall) 
SMAAF Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall)
SMA-VWIL Museum Open 
SMA-VWIL Parade and SMA-Worth Field Dedication Ceremony. 
SMA Alumni will form up on the asphalt to follow the VWIL Corps 
of Cadets onto SMA-Worth Field. 
SMA-VWIL Lunch (on asphalt parking lot...Mess Hall will be open 
for seating) 
Guided tour of SMA buildings.
Visit the museum, connect with former classmates, shop or tour the city.  
Banquet Reception - Stonewall Jackson Lobby (cash bar) 
Alumni Banquet (SJH Banquet Room) 

SUNDAY 
SMA-VWIL Museum Open

Other things to see while in Virginia.
-	 The breathtaking Skyline Drive and Blue Ridge Parkway.  (75 

miles off I-81)

-	 Civil War Battlefields, Confederate Museum, Monticello, Appo-
mattox.  (South and East.)

-	 Bedford, VA “D-Day Memorial.” A spectacular WWII homage.  
(80 miles off I-81)

-	 Jamestown, VA Historic settlement. (170 miles via I-64)

-	 Luray Caverns.  (60 miles on I-81)

-	 Monticello and University of VA.  (40 miles off I-64)

-	 Natural Bridge.  (50 miles on I-81)

-	 Richmond, VA.  The historic Jefferson Hotel & Cary Town district 
(110 miles via I-64)

-	 Roanoke, VA. “VA Transportation and O. Winston Link             
Museums.”  (90 Miles on I-81)

-	 Williamsburg, VA.  An 18th Century village brought back to life.  
(160 Miles via I-64)

-	 Washington, D.C. & Mt. Vernon, VA. (160 Miles via I-81 and I-66)
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Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc. 
      PO Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402 
      PHONE: (540) 885-1309 | FAX: 1-866-950-4452 | EMAIL: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org 

SMA Reunion 2019 (12-14 April) 
Registration Form 

PRINT & fill out form. Mail to address or FAX to: 1-866-950-4452 or SCAN & email to: SMOffice@sma-alumni.org 
 
LAST NAME: ________________________________FIRST NAME: __________________MIDDLE INITIAL: _____ 
SMA YEAR: ___________ 
ADDRESS: ________________________________CITY: ____________________ STATE: ____ ZIP: ___________ 
TEL: (           ) ____________________; (             ) __________________; EMAIL: ___________________________ 

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER 
SPOUSE NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 

 
ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION 

Deadline is March 31, 2019. Please take the time NOW to complete your registration form. By doing this, you will 
help us plan more effectively for a successful SMA/VWIL Reunion. 
Please note – lodging reservations at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel (or elsewhere) must be made separately. 

_____ Weekend x $140/person1*    $ __________ 

_____ Friday Only x $80/person2*                $ __________ 

_____ Saturday Only x $80/person3*                $ __________ 

_____ Sponsor a VWIL Cadet at Alumni Banquet ($50/cadet) $ __________ 

TOTAL COST: $ __________ 

PAYMENT  

□ Check (payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)  
□ Credit Card: (can only accept MC/VISA) □ MasterCard  □  VISA 
    Card Number: _______________________________________ 
    Expiration Date: _______________________________________ 
    Security Code: (CVV2 code on back of card) _______________________________________ 
BILLING ADDRESS  
Name:  
(exactly as written on credit card) __________________________________ 
Billing Address: (for credit card purchases) 
(must be exactly as written on CC billing statement) __________________________________ 
 __________________________________ 
 ____________________________ ZIP: _____ 
SIGNATURE  
  

Signature: __________________________________ 
 

                                                           
1 After March 31st, the price increases to $150 for the weekend. Door price is $160 
2 After March 31st, the price increases to $85 for Friday only. Door price is $95. No individual event tickets for sale. 
3 After March 31st, the price increases to $85 for Saturday only. Door price is $95. No individual event tickets for sale. 
* Prices for individual scheduled events not authorized; only payment for entire single day of events. 
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       One 1st Prize: 34% of receipts        Drawing is on April 13, 2019 
      One 2nd Prize: 10% of receipts                  from 6pm to 10pm  
        One 3rd Prize: 6% of receipts               Stonewall Jackson Hotel  
                        ---------  
Only 150 Tickets Sold! --- Cost per Ticket $100       You do not have to be present  
           ALL PRIZES ARE GUARANTEED               to win 
 

Mail with Check or Money Order to: Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation 
P.O. Box 958. Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958 

Telephone: (540) 885-1309 
Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org     Website: http://sma-alumni.org 

Total Donation: $100 per Ticket. Tickets will be mailed to you upon return of this form and payment of $100 
per ticket by check, money order, or credit card 

Number of Tickets:__________ x $100 =__________  
Name:__________________________________________  
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________  
Phone:______________________________ Signature:___________________________  
Email (for future announcements):___________________________________________________________ 
Credit Card (MasterCard or Visa only)     Master Card         Visa      Billing Address (for credit card)  
Card Number:____________________           ___________________________  
Expiration Date:__________________           ___________________________  
Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card):____________________        ___________________________  
Name (as it appears on credit card):___________________________      ___________________________ 
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SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the 
existing walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased
with a tax-deductible contribution to the SMA alumni Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)
 “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should
     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________
Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________
Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
 Check (payable to SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)
 Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)  Master Card   Visa

Card Number: _____________________________________
Expiration Date: _____________________________________

Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE
Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________
Email Address: ___________________@________________
Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctua-
tion marks count as characters.



SMA GALLERY
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The SMA Alumni Foundation (SMAAF) Sword Donation program was established in 2017 to provide a means of formally recognizing do-
nations of SMA swords to the VWIL Corps of Cadets. The first formal ceremony was held during the 2018 SMA/VWIL Review Parade in a very 
moving part of the program.

SMAAF and VWIL are planning to conduct their second formal Sword Presentation Ceremony as part of this year’s SMA All-class Reunion, 
on April 13, 2019. Any alumnus or family member who has an SMA sword is encouraged to give serious consideration to donating that sword to 
the VWIL Corps of Cadets through the SMAAF Sword Donation Program. It would be a very noble way to support the VWIL goal of producing 
high-quality leaders as well as to promote the SMA legacy and motto of ‘Truth- Duty-Honor.’

A sword to be donated MUST BE AN SMA CADET SWORD, ACCOMPANIED BY A SCABBARD MADE FOR THAT SWORD, 
BOTH SUITABLE FOR PRESENTATION. Interested donors should contact Mr. Mark “Doc” Dougherty, SMA Class of ’72, at (716) 326-3451 
by March 23, 2019. Mr. Dougherty will answer any questions related to the Program, record information about the donor and the sword, and advise 
the donor of the address to which the sword is to be shipped and the deadline for receipt by the SMAAF representative. All shipping costs incurred 
will be the responsibility of the alumnus or person making the donation. Donors are requested NOT to drop-off or send swords intended for the 
Presentation Ceremony to the SMA/VWIL Museum unless specifically directed by Mr. Dougherty.

Donated swords will be presented to the VWIL cadets at the SMA/VWIL Review Parade on Saturday afternoon at the 2019 reunion. The 
SMAAF Board of Directors especially desires that donated swords be presented personally by the donors during the ceremony; however, if a donor 
is unable to attend, he or she may designate a specific presenter. If no presenter is designated, the President of the SMAAF will make the presenta-
tion.

To ensure that the sword presentation ceremony is conducted with formal dignity, the SMAAF Board strongly requests that all persons who wish 
to participate in the ceremony plan to wear suitable business attire. Men should wear jackets and slacks, and women should wear corresponding attire. 

It is important that any person desiring to donate a sword understands that the sword will become the property of VWIL Corps of Cadets to be 
used by current and future leaders for generations to come, and that the sword WILL NOT become the sole property of any individual VWIL cadet.

DONATE YOUR SMA SWORD TO VWIL

At the 2018 reunion, 12 VWIL sword recipients stood with the SMA donors.

Geoff Stetson, SMA ’69, and his 
companion, Ginger, sit next to Thomas 

Jefferson on DOG Street 
in Williamsburg, VA.

The SMA Memorial Wall on a sunny day in November 2018.
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by Coach Bob Rose, Men’s Soccer Program and  
MBU’s Project Manager for the SMA Worth Field construction project.

The project officially “broke ground” on May 8th 2018 - 
light poles were taken down and put into storage for reinstal-
lation at the end of the project, the silt fence was put in place, 
and the black walnut trees were taken down.

By the middle of June, heavy excavation was well under-
way and the space for the new field was becoming a reality. 
This phase of the project was the most impacted by the unusu-
ally wet weather in Staunton - originally planned for 2 weeks, 
this phase took almost 6 weeks to complete, due to near daily 
rainfall and resulting over-saturated conditions.

Final grading was accomplished, and the sub-grade was 
compacted in final preparations for the drainage system to be 
trenched into place. In the end, this portion of the project saw 
the old asphalt track removed and almost six feet of topsoil 
removed from the southern end of the field, resulting in a ½ 
degree slope in the sub-grade, which is necessary to facilitate 
drainage.

During the next phase, the 4” perforated drain-
lines were trenched into the subgrade every 15’, then 
covered with a 4” layer of crushed blue stone.

After the drainage system was installed and covered with 
the crushed stone base layer, the main irrigation system was 
laid in place. This fully automatic watering system will ensure 
proper moisture levels for the field, year-round.

MBU Parade/Soccer Field & Fitness Lane Summary

XX
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Once the drainage and irrigation systems were in place, load after load of USGA-certified sand was trucked in to establish 
a root zone 8” deep. This is the optimal depth to support robust Bermuda grass growth.

Upon completion of the playing surface area, the curb of the 
fitness loop was put into place, and the radius areas of the fitness 
loop were prepared. The native top soil was amended with or-
ganic material, and the drainage system, and irrigation zones for 
the area were installed.

As the inside of the facility took final shape, the sub-grade 
of the fitness loop was smoothed, and the laying of the running/
walking surface began. Unfortunately, as we had reached the 
middle of November and overnight temperatures were routinely 
dropping below freezing, work on the surface had to be sus-
pended until warmer temperatures return in the spring.

The final surface was seeded with rye grass to get through 
winter. While this will be replaced with Bermuda grass after 
the SMA Reunion, the rye will stabilize the playing surface 
through the coming months and will give the field a more com-
pleted look as we await the next growing season. 

MBU Parade/Soccer Field & Fitness Lane SummaryCONT.

Photo of SMA Worth Field as of 1-20-2019.
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     VWIL         NEWS Cont.

VWIL UPDATE
by Brig Gen Terry Djuric, USAF Retired, VWIL Commandant

Our cadets and marching band had an excellent Fall 2018 semester. 55% of all band members and cadets 
earned academic stars. 60% of our cadets passed our challenging fitness test, and 32% of the cadets excelled 
earning physical fitness distinctions. Cadets Balzan and Rosas received the Top Gun award for exceeding 
90% on the fitness test and above 3.5 GPA. And 3rd Platoon won the Commandant’s Award for the highest 
average GPA and fitness scores.

As of January 2019, we’ve accepted 302 of the 816 applications and four students have already commit-
ted to join VWIL in August 2019. Over the Martin Luther King Jr weekend, we hosted 29 of our accepted 
prospective cadets and their families from as far away as NY and TX.  We’re on track to welcome 50-60 
nULLs. 

Come Back to the Hill for Your Reunion…
You’ll Make New Memories

Mary Baldwin University and the 
VWIL Corps of Cadets look forward to 
welcoming the Staunton Military Academy 
alumni back to campus for their reunion on 
April 12-13, 2019. On Friday the 12th, our 
Howie Rifles Armed Drill Team will per-
form on the black top in front of the SMA 
Mess Hall, just before the Memorial Wall 
ceremony.  Our trumpet player and honor 
guard have been playing taps and conduct-
ing the rifle volley for 9-11-2018 and Vet-
erans’ Day 11-11-2018; both will be well 
prepared for the Memorial Wall ceremony. 

On Saturday morning of your reunion, 
the cadets always enjoy coffee and donuts 
in the SMA Mess Hall before the parade 
thanks to Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73. Ev-
eryone enjoys watching the SMA alumni 
march onto the parade field with the VWIL 
cadets and sing “Blue and Gold” with our 
outstanding marching band. 

The Saturday parade at noon will be especially exciting, as we honor and thank Peter Worth, SMA ’57, for his gen-
erous donation which enabled the construction of our new soccer/parade field and fitness lanes. During the parade, we’ll 
officially dedicate the field and unveil the “SMA Worth Field” sign. 

Before “pass and review” (our cadets call this “half time”), we will announce the SMA Leadership and Scholarship 
awards for our top performing VWIL cadets. We’re also asking SMA Alumni to present their SMA swords to our rising 
sergeants in a moving ceremony. After the parade, cadets from SMA and VWIL will enjoy BBQ together.  Saturday eve-
ning, 20 of our VWIL cadets are invited to attend the SMA Reunion Banquet – another special treat with the graduates of 
the Staunton Military Academy.

SMA alumni proudly present their SMA swords to VWIL cadets at the 2018 SMA 
Reunion.  We look forward to repeating this tradition at the next reunion.
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

Howie Rifles Drill Team prepares to perform on 
100th Anniversary of Armistace Day 11-11-2018

VWIL Corps performs an Honor Ceremony to recognize 
our 29 visiting future cadets 1-20-2018

29 future VWIL cadets spent 24 hours with the Corps: fitness, meals, tours, formations, fun (above & below)
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

Command Sergeant Major Gerald Johnson joined the VWIL Staff this Fall. Prior to retiring from the Army after 30 years, CSM 
Johnson was the command sergeant major for the 3rd Battalion of the 116th Infantry Brigade Combat Team.  (Clockwise: CSM 
Johnson congratulates LT McGough VWIL ’18, CSM Johnson joins Brig Gen Djuric and CAPT Gruebel to remember our fallen 
military buried in Staunton National Cemetery, CSM Johnson introduces VWIL 2022 to the Stonewall Jackson Brigade history, and 
CSM Johnson motivates the VWIL cadre)
 

VWIL Corps Climbed Humpback Rock on a cold, wet Friday afternoon.
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

Cadets enjoy Halloween PT at 0630. 

Thanks to Lady Doak College exchange students, Soundhariya and 
Alicia, for allowing the VWIL Corps recognize the great partnership 
between our two countries and two universities on India’s Republic 
Day. 

CAPT Claudia Gelzer, US Coast Guard Retired, 
joined VWIL’s Coast Guard interested cadets and 
nULLs for breakfast.

The VWIL Color Guard presented the colors for 
Old Dominion Realty’s annual company conference.
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

VWIL Corps of Cadets and MBU Marching Band lead the Staunton Veterans’ Day Parade down Beverly Street 
proudly carrying the US, VA, VWIL and SMA flags.  After the parade, cadets gather for announcements for the 
weekend and enjoy talking to veterans downtown.

Joint Flag Retirement VWIL and Civil Air Patrol Nov 18.

Family Weekend Parade was held on Saturday, October 26th at 5pm. This was our first “Twilight Tattoo” parade – 
highlighting our drill team, fife and drum, and one of our nULLs sang the National Anthem. Over 300 in 
attendance for this evening parade.



-30-

    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

Corps Training events enable the cadre to plan and safely execute complex training events for the nULL class. In 
October 2018, we spent 4 hours in Gypsy Hill Park competing in small groups through various stations of fitness, 
rifle manual, nULL book quizzing, and uniform correction challenge.  

In January 2019, our Corps Training event enabled the nULL Class to compete against the cadre in 4-hours of fit-
ness relays, marching sequence, jeopardy with VWIL questions, and impromptu leadership briefings.
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.
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Michael W. “Huck” Daly, SMA ‘59

“Huck” Daly passed 
away on February 22, 2017.  
Mike was born in Phila-
delphia.   He attended high 
school at Staunton Military 
Academy in Staunton Vir-
ginia, the Citadel Military 
College in South Carolina, 
and received his Bachelor’s 
degree from West Chester 
University.  

Mike is survived by his wife, Diane Nuzzi (nee 
DiBartolomeo), His brother Edward Daly (Karen) and 
nieces Meghan & Caitlin.   He was married to his first 
wife Joan until her death.  

Mike was a lifelong member of Roofer’s Local 30, 
Philadelphia, PA and served the membership as a Busi-
ness Agent until his retirement.  In 2006, Mike founded 
Struc-Tite Restoration, Inc.   He served as President of 
the company until shortly be-
fore his death on February 22, 
2017. 

Mike was an avid hockey 
& football fan, and an ardent 
collector of Reading & Penn-
sylvania Railroad memorabilia.  
His generous spirit, quick wit 
& infamous one-liners will be 
missed by all who knew him.  Michael W. “Huck” Daly.

Cadet Daly in 1959.

TAPS

    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

Our annual awards banquet allowed Dr Ernest Jeffries, MBU’s VP for Student Engagement, to motivate our cadets 
to “tell their story.” We congratulated 3rd Platoon on winning the Commandant’s Trophy for the best average GPA 
and fitness scores.

Cadets First CPT Caroline Fresch ’19 and First SGT Ericka 
Ankiewicz ’20 joined Brig Gen Djuric at The Citadel for 
our annual Senior Military College conference.  VWIL will 
host this conference in October 2020 during VWIL’s 25th 
Anniversary year.
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TAPS CONT.

 
GROVER LEO DRAUGHON, JR., SMA ‘73

Grover Leo Draughon, 
Jr. passed away on December 
5, 2018 due to complications 
during vascular surgery.  He 
was only 63 years old.

His son, Grover Leo 
Draughon III, says that his dad 
often talked about Staunton 
Military Academy. “He was 
a good, kind, honorable, and 
honest man.”

Michael Scott Duetting, SMA ‘59

Michael Scott Duetting, 
73, of Bonita Springs, FL and 
Indianapolis, IN, 
died Saturday, Oc-
tober 11, 2014. He 
had been a season-
al resident of Bo-
nita Springs for 18 
years. He was born 
August 10, 1941, in 
Grand Rapids, MI, 
the son of Willard 

Scott and Marian (née Hyman) Duetting. 
	 Mike attended Staunton Military Academy in 
1958-59 and was in A Company.  He was a veteran of 
the U.S. Navy, serving honorably during the Vietnam 
War. 

Mr. Duetting was survived by his loving wife of 26 
years, Constance Ann “Connie” (née Richardson); his 
beloved children, Audra Lyn (Chris) Getties of Flag-
staff, AZ, Jennifer (John Joe) 
O’Reilly of Berkeley, CA and 
Patrick Scott (Veere) Duetting 
of Belgium; stepchildren, Kelly 
Michael O’Toole of Lafayette, 
IN and Shelly Mitchell of Indi-
anapolis, IN; his sister, Patricia 
(Dick) Hare of San Francisco, 
CA; and six cherished grand-
children, Patrick, Christopher, 
Kelly, Casper, Oliver and Olivia.

 

Lewis C. Dunn, SMA ‘59

Lewis Dunn, age 70, of 
Tecumseh, passed away Satur-
day, June 2, 2012, at his home. 
He was born April 21, 1942, 
in New York, New York, the 
son of Lewis W. and Alice J. 
(Barker) Dunn. He married 
Mindy Aronwits on March 25, 
1986, and she survives.

Lewis entered SMA in the 
fall of 1957 and graduated as a 
Sergeant in A Company in 1959.  
He then attended McGill University in Montreal before be-
coming a restaurateur. He owned two restaurants and was a 
catering manager for over 30 years before he retired in 1995. 
In addition to his wife, Lewis is survived by two daugh-
ters, Annie Dunn of Grand Rapids, and Bailey Dunn of Ann 
Arbor; and one sister, Terrie (Donn) Venema of La Center, 

Washington. He was preceded in death by his 
parents.

At his request, cremation has taken place. A 
memorial gathering 
to celebrate Lew-
is’ life will be held 
Tuesday, June 5, 
from 2-4 p.m. at the 
Tecumseh Chapel 
of Handler Funer-
al Home. In lieu of 
flowers, donations 

may be made to a Humane 
Society of your choice.

 
Cornelius V. Spillane III, SMA ‘69
 
        HUNTSVILLE - Cornelius 
V. Spillane III, born in Kittery 
Maine and longtime resident 
of Huntsville Alabama, passed 
away peacefully on Thursday at 
the age of 66. He is survived by 
his wife, Jill Spillane; sons Col-
lin Spillane and Neil Spillane; 
his brother, Sean Spillane; his 
sisters, Kathleen Spillane and 
Mary Elizabeth Spillane Mor-
gan; his nephew Kieran Sciab-
barrasi, and several cousins. 

 Lewis C. Dunn.

Cadet Spillane in 1969.

First Captain Draughon 
in 1973.

Michael Scott Duetting.

Cadet Duetting in 1959.

Cadet Dunn in 1958.
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TAPS CONT.

Known by most friends as “Mickey”, Cornelius was 
a dedicated Navy/Merchant Marine Captain and ardent 
storyteller. As a young man, Mickey was an eagle scout 
and stayed active with wrestling, football, and baseball 
while attending Staunton Military Academy. 

His ability to captivate and entertain was evidenced 
by his position as class president all four years at Maine 
Maritime Academy while pursuing his bachelors degree. 
Those leadership and people skills also allowed him to 
serve at the rank of Master and Commodore during Des-
ert Storm and the Iraq War. 

Mickey graduated from the US Naval War College 
with a MA in National Security & Strategic Affairs, 
and graduated with distinction with a MS in Business 
Management from Salve Regina University. His career 
allowed him to travel to such places as Diego Garcia, 
Persian Gulf, Guam, El Salvador, Egypt, Alaska, Japan, 
Korea, and fend off pirates in the Straits of 
Mallaca. His life was full of risk and respon-
sibility, with his country entrusting him in 
black operations. 

While home from sea, Mickey enjoyed 
Maine’s natural beauty and maintained a 
close connection with the ocean, always vis-
iting waterfront cottages and lookout points. 
He found joy in long road trips in his Cadil-
lac, listening to big band music on surround 
sound and never relying on a GPS. In recent 
years, he maintained a link with the Huntsville veteran 
community, volunteering for various ceremonies and 
having weekly breakfast with a group of veteran friends. 

Published in The Huntsville Times on Dec. 10, 2017

 
N. Thomas “Tom” Whittington, Jr., SMA ‘47

Salisbury - N. Thomas 
Whittington, Jr, 89, of Salis-
bury, passed away peacefully 
on Sunday, October 7, 2018. 
He was born April 1, 1929 to 
the late Norman Thomas Whit-
tington, Sr. and Golda Bradley 
Whittington of Marion Station. 

Tom attended Marion High School and graduated 
from Staunton Military Academy in 1947. Upon his 
graduation, he attended University of Maryland in Col-
lege Park where he received his bachelors of science de-
gree in 1951 and was a member of ROTC. During his 
time at college, he met his future wife Wanda Lou Beer. 

In 1951, Tom entered into the United States Airforce, 
where stationed in Nouasseur Air Base in Casablanca, 
Morocco during the Korean War and where Tom and Lou 
began their married life. Following his time in the Air 
Force, they returned to Marion Station, and Tom joined 
his father in the family business, Whittington Farms, 
Inc., which later consolidated with Chesapeake Farms, 
Inc. Tom became the Vice President at Chesapeake 
Farms in 1971. Following his retirement from Chesa-
peake Farms in 1973, Tom was employed as a business 
consultant in the seafood, agriculture, and timber indus-
tries in the following countries: Nevis, St. Kitts, Costa 

Rica, Panama, Guyana, Brazil, Belize, Nica-
ragua, Ireland, Austria, and Wales. He served 
as past president of the Eastern Shore Poultry 
Growers Exchange and Delmarva Poultry In-
dustry, Inc. In addition, Tom was a member of 
the Board of Peninsula Bank and later chair-
man of the board, which later became Mercan-
tile Bankshares Corp., where he also served on 
the board. He served as a member of the Board 
of Regents of University of Maryland and the 
Peninsula Medical Center. 

Tom was survived his wife of 67 years Lou Whitting-
ton, of Salisbury, two children, Sally Rankin and her hus-
band John of Salisbury and Norman Whittington, III and 
his wife Kathy of Salisbury.  In addition to his parents, 
he is preceded in death by a sister Jean Bradley Scott and 
a brother Stephen Frank Whittington, who passed away 
in childhood. 

In lieu of flowers, expres-
sions of sympathy may be made 
Tom’s honor to the Whittington 
Scholarship Fund, c/o CFES, 
1324 Belmont Ave., Suite 
401, Salisbury, MD 21804. 
Published in The Daily Times 
from Oct. 12 to Oct. 17, 2018
 

Cadet Willington in 1947.

N. Thomas Whittington, Jr.



QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL

_____ SMA Challenge Coins ............................................. $20.00
_____ SMA Lapel Pins ....................................................... $10.00

_____ Baseball Caps .......................................................... $15.00
Structured Hats: Blue with Gold Lettering

    “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield
Blue with Blue and Gold visor,
    round SMA Patch ............. $20.00

_____ Baseball Caps .......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) ......... $18.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield .. $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ...... $39.00

_____ Jackets:   M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield (Special order) $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch ................... $75.00

_____ Blue Pull Over Hoodie with STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY
in gold across the chest ............................................ $40.00

_____ Blue zip up Hoodie with full color shield ............... $45.00
_____ Gray Sweat Shirt with Round SMA Patch,

Staunton Military Academy on sleeve in blue ........ $35.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $35.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $40.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA .................. $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $7.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................. $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
   Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope..... $3.00
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................... $15.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................... $20.00
    $71.00 and above ................................................................. $25.00

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the SMA-
VWIL Museum in the former SMA Supply
Room. The form at right should be completed
and mailed, with your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Foundation Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by e-mail at

SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for information, leave
a message, and your call will be returned as
soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be processed by
using the form on page32. Your order will be
shipped when payment is received.

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review
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Staunton Military Academy 
Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
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Staunton Military Academy
Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.

SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.(tax exempt) {payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation}
• One Star Membership: ($100.00 for one year, 1 September through 31 August) $___________
• Two Star Membership: ($180.00 for two years, (10% off) $___________
• Three Star Membership: ($240.00 for three years, (20% off) $___________
• Lifetime Membership: ($1,000.00 for lifetime) $___________

•  SMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt): $___________
     The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions and
alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity.  Your donation helps the SMA Alumni Foundation
maintain the alumni office, Memorial Wall, archives, web site, and Kablegram-Leader.

• SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)SMA Scholarship Program (tax exempt)      $_________     $_________     $_________     $_________     $_________
For more information on the SMA Alumni Foundation Scholarship Program, please visit our

website at www.sma-alumni.org. Your contributions are fully tax deductible.

•  TTTTTruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Dutyruth, Duty, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor F, and Honor Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt): $___________
      The purpose of the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund is to support entities such as the Virginia
Women’s Institute for Leadership through educational scholarships/awards and program support.
Your contributions are tax deductible.

 VWIL Educational Scholarships/Awards      $___________
 VWIL Program Support:      $___________

Total:  $___________
Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip: _____________

PAYMENT
• Check (please see above for correct “payable to”)
• Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card       Visa
     Card Number: __________________

     Expiration Date: __________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) __________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card)  _________________________

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

(Your name will be listed with other Lifetime Members on a plaque in the SMA/VWIL Museum.)


