
MBU VWIL cadets and soccer players express their appreciation.  SMA Worth Field, undergoing renovation, can be seen in the background.

When Peter Worth was 12 years old and about to enter eighth grade, he came to Staunton to attend Staunton Military Academy 
(SMA), now part of Mary Baldwin University’s upper campus. In his five years as an SMA student, cadet, and athlete, he could 
often be found on Kable Field, as it was then known, running and drilling with his classmates. 

Now with a gift of $450,000 to the university in honor of his time at SMA, Worth is fueling the transformation of the same 
field he once marched on as a young man.

What is now an active construction zone beside the Physical Activities Center (PAC) will soon become SMA Worth Field, a 
world-class platform for MBU’s soccer program and the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL).      

“We are truly grateful to Mr. Worth for his generous gift to create the SMA Worth Field, 
which will stand as a beacon on campus and bring our community together in the spirit of 
athleticism, honor and discipline, and overall health and wellness,” said President Pamela R. 
Fox. “We celebrate how Mr. Worth shares in our vision to both honor proud legacies and chart 
a dynamic future on behalf of our students.” 

As the founder and chairman/CEO of American Benefits Consulting, Worth has more 
than 40 years of experience in insurance and benefits, helping some of the world’s largest 
companies provide cost effective, leading-edge benefit programs and working with the indus-
try’s leading carriers to design new insurance products.

“I am very pleased and fortunate to be able to do this, and it is very meaningful to me,” 
said Worth. “I had my first total education at Staunton Military Academy, and it was where I 
grew up. I am very appreciative of Mary Baldwin coming in and joining with SMA to contin-
ue our traditions through the cadet corps. With this gift, I want to honor and preserve what it 
meant to attend SMA.” 

A New York City native, Worth received the rank of second lieutenant at SMA, graduat-
ing in 1957. He was also on the junior varsity football and basketball teams and the varsity 
baseball team while at the academy. 

“The intellectual capabilities of students are of course important, but so too are physical 
activity, a healthy environment, and finding a good balance,” said Worth. “I remember run-
ning around that field’s track when I was 13 years old, wondering why my lungs hurt. Fortu-
nately, as I got bigger, the track got smaller.” 
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As I step into Tom Davis’ role as President 
of our Foundation, it is fitting to reflect for a 
moment on Tom’s contributions to the project 
of perpetuating the legacy of Staunton Military 
Academy. Tom Davis (SMA ’62) was there at 
the very beginning: he was instrumental in estab-
lishing and sustaining what is now the Staunton 
Military Academy Alumni Foundation, and he 
has continued to work selflessly (if not tireless-
ly) to build and maintain the Foundation in a 
variety of capacities. Tom’s integrity, good will, 
and good humor have served him (and us) admi-

rably: Tom personifies exactly those traits of character SMA worked to in-
culcate in all of us. Thanks, Tom, for all you have done and continue to do.

These are exciting times for our Foundation – Peter Worth’s (SMA 
’57) generous gift for the renovation of the MBU athletic fields, known 
to us as Kable Field and now to posterity as the SMA Worth Field, makes 
possible the lasting presence of SMA’s legacy on these “fields of friendly 
strife”. As we look to the future, we have one goal clearly in mind: per-
petuating the legacy of Staunton Military Academy. There are many paths 
to heaven, and there will no doubt be lively discussions and perhaps dis-
agreements about the best way to accomplish that goal as we go forward. 
Recognizing that we all want to achieve the same thing will make it easier 
for us to engage one another in the spirit of camaraderie and brotherhood 
that has brought us together in the first place and to find the right way 
forward.

I’ve spent some time looking through the Internet at alumni organiza-
tions of other schools like ours. There are some that are as well-organized 
and effective as ours, but many that aren’t, and none that are better. This 
is a tribute to so many of you who have contributed your time and money, 
but more importantly, your passion and energy to creating and maintaining 
this Foundation. Members are not just the life-blood of this Foundation, 
members ARE the Foundation. Your support and participation are what 
keep this thing going – what keep SMA alive. 

I’m a bit of a history geek and enjoy looking at SMA’s history. I’ll 
close each of these “Reflections” with an historical observation. I have a 
copy of the 1920 school catalog, which offers some interesting insights 
into the SMA of that era. For example, the phrase, “Love is King” was 
used as something very like a school motto: it appears on the cover and 
in the front matter of the catalog, and a section is devoted to the con-
cept. There is also a section entitled “Advantages of a Military Boarding 
School” which lists seven reasons that parents should send their boys to 
SMA. I’m about to tell you what No. 1 was, but before reading on, you 
might reflect for a moment on what you think the advantages conferred on 
us by our attendance at SMA were.

No.1 advantage as stated by SMA in 1920: “The cadet has his time 
mapped out for him, each exercise has its proper place, and each duty 
must be performed at the appointed hour.”

George Mastroianni, SMA ‘73 
President, SMA Alumni Foundation
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Reflections from the Hill



Work began last spring to build MBU’s first collegiate, regu-
lation-size soccer field, planted with Northbridge Bermuda grass. 
A recreational track will also surround the field with fitness lanes 
for all students to enjoy.  

“In the age of artificial turf, the installation of this caliber of 
grass will make it one of the nicest fields in North America, let 
alone NCAA Division III,” said Jonas Worth, athletic director.

The grass puts MBU in a class with the new Audi Field, home 
to the closest Major League Soccer franchise, D.C. United, Jonas 
Worth said. Though the planting is more difficult to maintain, re-
search has shown that playing on a natural grass surface is better 
for athlete health long-term, helping players avoid knee injuries 
and concussions. 

In addition to soccer matches, the new SMA Worth Field will 
showcase the precision and ceremony of VWIL parades, carrying 
the legacy of SMA into the future.

“It is such an honor to be able to call it ‘my parade field and 
my soccer field’ — not only for me, but for MBU and the corps of 
cadets,” said Blanca Beltran ’20, VWIL cadet. 

Though SMA closed its doors in 1976 after nearly 100 years 
educating young men, the academy’s alumni have maintained 
close ties to Mary Baldwin and VWIL. They actively raise funds 
to support cadet scholarships and campus improvements, and 
hold an annual reunion at MBU every spring. 

“Peter Worth’s gift to MBU ensures that the SMA name and 
the legacy of the academy remain in perpetuity on the hallowed 
grounds of our former campus in the beautiful city of Staunton,” 
said Tom Davis, President of SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc. Da-
vis further stated, “On behalf of our 3,000 living alumni, we the 
‘SMA Old Boys’ are extremely grateful to Peter for providing 
such a wonderful tribute to our former school.”   
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SMA Worth Field cont.

Peter Worth has been a dedicated donor to the SMA Alum-
ni Association Legacy Fund Project, recently giving to support 
improvements to the Cannon Hill memorial and flag display, as 
well as new SMA Museum signage. 

MBU has contracted with Carolina Green Corporation, a 
Charlotte, North Carolina-based firm specializing in athletic 
field construction, on the project. They have built fields for elite 
Division I universities, including the University of Virginia, the 
University of North Carolina, and Duke University, as well as 
for professional teams. 

“We are incredibly grateful to have collaborated with Caro-
lina Green throughout this process and to be in a position to of-
fer a playing surface that can only be rivaled by the professional 
ranks,” Jonas Worth, athletic director, said. 

MBU plans to officially dedicate and open the SMA Worth 
Field in April 2019 during the Spring Reunion of the Staunton 
Military Academy Alumni Foundation when an estimated 120 
alumni will be present.

For the upcoming fall, both soccer matches and VWIL pa-
rades will take place on Lower Athletic Field in the bowl next 
to N. Coalter St., while work is completed on the new field. It 
features the same high-quality grass as SMA Worth Field and 
will eventually transition to a practice field.   

For more information on the SMA Alumni Foundation or 
Peter Worth, please contact Peter Birckhead, board member, 
SMA Alumni Foundation, at peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 
713-819-1980.

For more information on MBU, please contact Liesel Cro-
sier, associate vice president for media and government rela-
tions, at lcrosier@marybaldwin.edu or 540-887-7098.

MBU soccer players and VWIL cadets say “Thanks”  at the columns approaching SMA Worth Field.
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ALL I NEED TO KNOW IN LIFE, I LEARNED AT SMA
By Rich Henderson ‘63

(With apologies to Erma Bombeck)
 Now this title may sound a bit smarmy, given that this publication and its readership are likely predisposed to 

identify with my assessment.  So let me quickly state that I did manage to learn many other important and worthwhile 
things throughout my life.  But the laundry list of those things learned, which I can trace back to my years at the acad-
emy, is remarkable.

 We all know about TRUTH, DUTY, and HONOR as the three legs of the stool upon which most of us stand.  
But I wish to talk about other specific values which I have drawn upon throughout my fifty-five years since gradua-
tion.

MARCHING – Not the first thing you may have expected me to address?  Well it gave me respect for the value 
of repetitiveness.  ‘Practice makes perfect,’ they say, and that has served me well in one of my avocations, Commu-
nity Theater, both as an actor learning lines and as a director running rehearsals.  Another benefit of repetition is in 
proofreading your work before submitting it.  (Still learning that one today; I’m sure you will find something amiss 
in this diatribe.)

UNIFORMS – This one had two distinctly opposite effects on me.  I have always been one to try to look neat 
and clean.  I resisted for the longest time that strange nineties’ phenomenon of “Casual Fridays.”  Why wear a suit 
and tie four days of the week and then come into the office on Friday in clothes more appropriate for the golf course, 
I reasoned?  I actually told myself for a while that I might have to attend a last-minute meeting out of the building.  
That is when my other extreme kicked in.  If I was the only one in a suit I felt uncomfortable; so I finally acquiesced.  
I never liked to stand out and certainly was not a trendsetter.  My wife was always after me to try the latest fashions 
in men’s wear.  But I would only adopt a style after everyone else was wearing it (you know… uniformly).

STANDING AT ATTENTION – While seemingly innocuous in nature, this discipline translated, for me, into an 
ability to pay attention.  Unless you were a proficient daydreamer, standing at attention made you focus.  A new cadet 
in my squad constantly had to be reminded to “stand up.”  After a month of saying, “Stand Up!”  I finally asked him 
why it was so hard for him?  “Sorry Sarge, but I get to thinking about my girl or something else back home and forget 
what I am doing,” he said.  That helped to explain why he was sometimes a half-second or so late in following the 
platoon leader’s commands.  I suggested he think about something less stimulating such as what we might be served 
for breakfast.  That seemed to help him.  

STUDY HABITS – In my classes I found that note taking became easier, if I listened carefully and only jotted 
down key words or phrases.  Whole points a teacher had made would come back to me prompted by that one little 
note.  That ability to concentrate served me well in college and again some thirty-five years later in seminary.  Study 
habits had all but faded when my second career chose me.

INSPECTIONS – Here we have an opportunity to improve.  While some folks are only looking for accolades on 
their work, I always sought other people’s thoughts on a project as constructive criticism.  I never allowed new software 
to be implemented until both interested and disinterested parties had a chance to flex the input screens for intuitiveness.  
The Saturday morning inspections were such opportunities for improvement.  In my second year when a room occupied 
by someone in my squad garnered demerits I would say, “Come see my room if you think passing inspection is so hard.  
I am held to the same standard you are.”

GENERAL ORDERS – One of the things cadets had to do early on, was to memorize the “General Orders.”  
There were, of course, other memory exercises while at the academy ranging from poetry in English class to “How’s 
the Cow?” at mess.  (Alas I now need to write things down or I will miss an appointment or forget to return a call.)  
I taught myself little tricks to memorize people’s names and trivia that they may have shared with me in the past.  
“Hello Jack, good to see you. Still hitting those golf-balls often and everywhere?”  
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ALL I NEED TO KNOW IN LIFE, I LEARNED AT SMA CONT.

LEADERSHIP – Should have been first on my list, you say?  Perhaps, but I am someone who learns more by 
doing than reading or being told something.  So in my first year on the Hill, I learned leadership by osmosis.  That is to 
say, I was not aware I was learning leadership traits as I attempted to be a good (not model) cadet.  But the next year as 
a squad leader, I had to draw upon something to demonstrate leadership for the ten or so cadets under my charge.  My 
squad leader my rat year was the perfect model.  He was fair, really cared about his men, and helped me to navigate 
this new life I had been thrust into.  Some other squad leaders were harsh and belittling in how they treated members 
of their squads.  I observed another new squad leader my second year who had been a rat in that type guy’s squad, and 
sure enough, he emulated to a ‘T’ exactly how he had been treated. 

For me, the real take-away on leadership from SMA was the importance of top-down leadership. When directing 
a play, I always start out by saying, “I don’t have all the good ideas about how to stage this show, and I am willing to 
listen to yours.”  I then add that, “I do however, retain the final say in how it is to be done.”  

I would be remiss, if I did not mention parenting under the heading of leadership.  Having raised four children in 
partnership with my wife, I can tell you it is at once challenging and rewarding.  We led by example: helping others, 
attending church, and always making time to help with school homework and projects.  We supported athletics and 
the PTA.  We feel blessed that all four are grown and flown, doing well in life raising families of their own.

DISCIPLINE – This is not to be confused with some of the negative leadership examples noted above.  To me 
and the way I understand military discipline, it is the training that develops self-control, character, and efficiency, and 
as the result, such training implies subjection to control exerted for the good of the group.  It is a state of order.  The 
“stick” sheet was tangential to the discipline exerted at SMA.  A punitive punishment for straying from the accepted 
norm. More serious infractions were dealt with by a “Special Order” or even dismissal from the academy.

HUMILITY – This is a tough one to trace back.  Certainly, I have developed what is known in my second profes-
sion as a ‘Pastor’s Heart.’   Pastoral care is what I enjoy most about ministry.  In addition to serving my congregation 
I am also a chaplain at our local hospital as well as on our alumni board.  So what, if any, is the link to my days on 
the Hill?  The only connection I can honestly draw is that there were any number of cadets who were doing what they 
could to fit in, but were often unsuccessful.  For some reason, I was drawn to these guys and made friends with them.  
I truly enjoyed the company of these ‘poor-souls.’ 

LOYALTY – A word, which for me, seems to embrace all the aspects of TRUTH – DUTY – HONOR.  Esprit de 
Corps was rampant on the Hill, and anything that reflected badly on the academy was unacceptable.  While not a band 
of angels, I can truly say most cadets were on the road to becoming model citizens in the future.  We were proud of 
our school and each other.

RESPECT – It is often said that respect is something one earns.  While that may be true in general, I would like 
to submit that respect should always be shone to others regardless.  At SMA we saluted all our teachers, even the 
military Non-Coms.  (A habit that resulted in ridicule when as seniors we visited Fort Bragg in North Carolina.)  It 
was really a sign of respect for the ‘office’ and not the man as they say.  To this day if someone calls out my name, I 
will quickly respond, “Sir!” or “Mam?”  

REVERANCE – Without drifting into the Boy Scout oath, let me state that SMA was open to all faiths and 
observed the Sabbath unflinchingly.  My wife attended parochial schools all through her life and she used to say, “I 
could never miss church on Sunday like some of my friends did.”   My retort was that at SMA no one missed church, 
God was a part of everyone’s life.  

In closing, allow me to reiterate that besides the exemplary formal education I received at SMA, the forgoing 
qualities have served me well in all aspects of my adult life.  I may have missed an item that someone reading this 
would add.  Or perhaps it was just something I did not recall or benefit from.

Did I love every minute I spent there?  Not even close; as a 17-year-old spending two years away from home and 
family for the first time, it was difficult.  

It took me many years to finally look back and give SMA the credit it deserves for the man I eventually became.  
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Reflections From Our Chaplain

A SHORT SERMONETTE
“Heigh Ho, Heigh Ho!”

 By Rev. R. A. Henderson, ‘63

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs!  Can you name them?  There’s Sleepy, Doc, Dopey, Happy, Grumpy, 
Sneezy, and Bashful.  They are miners.  They work in their mine, all day long, finding jewels of great beauty.  
And they sing a song when they start each day; they sing, “Heigh ho! Heigh ho!  It’s off to work we go!”  And 
while they work they sing, “Just whistle while you work!”  Even Sleepy and Grumpy seem delighted to go to 
work each morning.  Now I know that it’s just a cartoon, but these little guys seem to have it all together when 
it comes to work!  They are doing something they enjoy, something they believe is important, and they get 
pleasure out of work, not just a paycheck.  I wish we could all derive as much pleasure and satisfaction from 
our work as do the seven dwarfs and share their attitude about our labors!

 I once knew a person who said, “I go to work every morning and I endure it.  I don’t really like my 
co-workers, I don’t feel that what I do is important, and I am just there for the paycheck.”  I hear things like 
that and I think how fortunate I am in my second career for…I am called to my work.  But even so, no job is 
perfect and there are ways to get more meaning and joy out of our work.  Probably the most obvious way is to 
realize that your work, no matter what it is you do, touches someone somewhere.  Work is about relationships; 
it is about making life better for someone beside us.  This aspect of work may be hard to see in some jobs, but 
I believe it is there nonetheless. Our work takes on new meaning when we see it as touching others.  And if as 
Christians we add a little bit of faith to what we do for a living, we may discover our work bringing us more 
joy and less stress, more satisfaction and less fatigue. 

 I recently heard the story of a letter carrier by the name of Arnold.  For decades he covered a rural route of 
63 miles, but Arnold refused to limit himself to mail delivery.  He saw himself as a full-service supplier.  If you 
needed stamps, you could buy them from him.  Those along his route had learned that if they simply lifted the 
flags on their mailboxes, Arnold would stop in and see what they needed.  One elderly widow always waited 
by her mailbox on Fridays for Arnold to arrive.  And she always had her lawnmower with her.  You see, she 
couldn’t start the mower, but she knew that Arnold could start it with one pull, sometimes two, and three at 
the most.  When one Friday the woman wasn’t standing by her mailbox, Arnold went to the door to find her 
sitting in her easy chair in the living room, her eyes closed for the final time.  Arnold came to the funeral and 
told the family he would especially miss her because he always started her mower on Fridays.

 After the service, the old woman’s grandson from another state greeted Arnold and asked him why he did 
so much for his grandmother and all the others along the route.  “After all,” he said, “it isn’t like it is part of 
your job or anything.”  Arnold answered, “Well, it may not be a part of what my government bosses expect of 
me, but it is something God expects of me.  Son, I don’t stop being a believer when I go to work.”  Attend the 
house of worship of your choice this Sunday and every Sunday.



DONATE YOUR SMA SWORD TO VWIL
The SMA Alumni Foundation (SMAAF) Sword Donation program was established last year to provide a means of for-

mally recognizing donations of SMA swords to the VWIL Corps of Cadets. The first formal ceremony was held during the 
SMA/VWIL Review Parade in a very moving part of the program.

SMAAF and VWIL are planning to conduct their second formal Sword Presentation Ceremony as part of next year’s SMA 
All-class Reunion, on April 13, 2019. Any alumnus or family member who has an SMA sword is encouraged to give serious con-
sideration to donating that sword to the VWIL Corps of Cadets through the SMAAF Sword Donation Program. It would be a very 
noble way to support the VWIL goal of producing high-quality leaders as well as to promote the SMA legacy and motto of ‘Truth- 
Duty-Honor.’

A sword to be donated MUST BE AN SMA CADET SWORD, ACCOMPANIED BY A SCABBARD MADE FOR THAT 
SWORD, BOTH SUITABLE FOR PRESENTATION. Interested donors should contact Mr. Mark “Doc” Dougherty, SMA 
Class of ’72, at (716) 326-3451 between January 6 and March 23, 2019. Mr. Dougherty will answer any questions related to 
the Program, record information about the donor and the sword, and advise the donor of the address to which the sword is 
to be shipped and the deadline for receipt by the SMAAF representative. All shipping costs incurred will be the responsibil-
ity of the alumnus or person making the donation. Donors are requested NOT to drop-off or send swords intended for the 
Presentation Ceremony to the SMA/VWIL Museum unless specifically directed by Mr. Dougherty.

Donated swords will be presented to the VWIL cadets at the SMA/VWIL Review Parade on Saturday afternoon at the 
2019 reunion. The SMAAF Board of Directors especially desires that donated swords be presented personally by the donors 
during the ceremony; however, if a donor is unable to attend, he or she may designate a specific presenter. If no presenter is 
designated, the President of the SMAAF will make the presentation.

To ensure that the sword presentation ceremony is conducted with formal dignity, the SMAAF Board strongly requests 
that all persons who wish to participate in the ceremony plan to wear suitable business attire. Men should wear jackets and 
slacks, and women should wear corresponding attire. 

It is important that any person desiring to donate a sword understands that the sword will become the property of VWIL 
Corps of Cadets to be used by current and future leaders for generations to come, and that the sword WILL NOT become the              
aasole property of any individual VWIL cadet.
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DEEP SOUTH
SMA DEEP-SOUTH DETACHMENT NEWS

On Saturday, September 15, 2018, nine members of the SMA Deep-South Detachment and their wives were hosted by Ame 
and Dennis Oliver (’53) at lunch in their home in Gulfport, MS.  The hosts were gracious, the food was delicious, and the fel-
lowship was whole-hearted and enjoyable.  

We recommend that alumni throughout the United States establish their own “detachments” of old boys and enjoy getting 
together periodically for a meal and conversations about their time on “the Hill.”  

The photograph includes representatives from the Classes of 1953 - 1973: (bottom row) Fred and Elizabeth Ours, Ron and Denise Alonzo, 
Bonnie and Jay Aaronson; (middle row) Brooks* and Debbie Holstein, Mary Lynn and Charles Alltmont, and Sam* and Judy Camp; (top 
row) Dennis* and Ame Oliver, Linda and Raynald Williams, and Kelly and LaVonne McGavock. 
Note: The asterisk (*) indicates members of the SMA Hall of Fame.  Go to www.sma-alumni.org to read about these three outstanding gentlemen 
and others in our Hall of Fame. 
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Memorial Wall
SMAAF Board Issues Call for Memorial Wall Nominations

Deadline is November 1, 2018

With the arrival of fall, once again, the SMA Alumni Foundation board of directors is asking for SMA alumni to consider 
submitting a nomination for the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall. 

The Memorial Wall recognizes and honors those SMA /VWIL alumni, faculty and staff or others associated with SMA/
VWIL who have passed away and during their lives have made contributions to school, community, state, country and/or hu-
manity, have a notable record of achievement, and whose lives reflect the school’s motto of Truth, Duty, Honor. 

To date, there are 45 SMA plaques on the wall, and two from VWIL. Another section of the Memorial Wall honors all those 
SMA alumni, faculty and staff who made the ultimate sacrifice in a major war.

“It is a distinct and increasingly rare honor to be nominated to the Memorial Wall. Nominations are reviewed carefully be-
fore the nominating committee makes its recommendations to the board,” said Tom Phillips ’74, a board member and chair of 
the Museum Committee and the Memorial Wall Nominating Committee.

Up to three nominations can be approved in any one year. The board-approved policy and procedures are printed below. 
Copies of past nominations are available through the SMA alumni office. 

To be considered for placement on the Memorial Wall at the 2019 reunion (12-14 April), nominations must be received in 
the SMA alumni office by November 1, 2018.

SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall
Plaque Nomination Policy and Procedures

1. Purpose. The purpose of this document is to outline the policy and procedures concerning the eligibility criteria, nomination 
and approval process, and standards associated with the installation of individual memorial plaques on the Staunton Military 
Academy-Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (SMA-VWIL) Memorial Wall, which honors deceased alumni/alum-
nae, faculty, staff and friends of SMA-VWIL.

2. Membership. The SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall Nominating Committee ( “The Committee”) will be appointed by the SMA 
Alumni Association president and will be managed by the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee (“ The Committee”) and may 
be comprised of the following up to seven voting members:

•	 Chairman (SMA Alumni Association (SMAAA) Board Member)
•	 SMAAA Board Members (3)
•	 Commandant, VWIL Program
•	 VWIL Cadets (Up to 2, can be either alumnae or enrolled)

Association members may participate in the memorial plaque candidate nomination and information gathering aspects 
required to support this process; however, only the seven committee members identified above may “vote” on the final top 
three selections.

3. Candidate Nominations. Each calendar year, The Committee is responsible for nominating not more than three (3) eligible 
candidates to the SMAAA Board of Directors for purchase and installation of memorial plaques on the Memorial Wall.  

•	 Nominations must be made in accordance with a schedule that permits the procurement and installation of the plaques to 
be completed not less than two weeks prior to the annual SMA Alumni Reunion weekend. This includes development, 
review and approval of text.

•	 Nominations fitting the basic qualifying selection criteria outlined in paragraph 4 must be submitted for consideration 
by November 1 for the following calendar year to The Committee.

•	 If a nominee is not selected for induction, that person’s name will be reconsidered for up to three years, at which time 
that person will be dropped from further consideration..

•	 The SMA Alumni Association will maintain a historical listing of purchased memorial plaques.
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4. Selection Criteria. All candidates must satisfy at least one of the basic qualifying selection criteria of having some connec-
tion to either the Staunton Military Academy (SMA) or the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) Program as 
defined by these three categories:

•	 ALUMNUS (SMA or VWIL)
•	 FACULTY/STAFF (SMA,VWIL or SMAAA staff)
•	 FRIEND OF SMA/VWIL

LIVING LEGENDS – Those people who have been designated as SMA “Living Legends” will, upon their death, be au-
tomatically considered as nominees for the Memorial Wall and be voted on by the Committee at its earliest convenience.

5. Evaluation Criteria. The following criteria will be used in evaluating the list of candidates eligible to be honored with a 
memorial plaque purchased by either the SMAAA or VWIL Program:

•	 CONTRIBUTIONS 
−	 To school, community, state, country and/or humanity

•	 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
−	 Degree individual achieved noteworthy success in chosen profession or in life

•	 TRUTH, DUTY and HONOR 

−	 Degree to which individual exemplified these core values

A standard form/format, which will be determined by the Chair of The Committee, will be utilized by The Committee to 
facilitate the evaluation and ranking process of each candidate against the criteria listed above. The Chair of The Committee 
will take all reasonable action necessary to ensure continuity in the selection process from year to year. 

6. Funding. Funding for individual memorial plaques will be provided as follows:

•	 SMAAA – SMA candidates selected and approved will be funded by the SMAAA.

•	 VWIL – VWIL candidates selected and approved will be funded by the VWIL Program (note – in some cases, the 
SMAAA may fund all or partial cost of a VWIL candidate)

•	 Private – Privately funded plaques may be nominated outside of the normal three plaques per year limit. However, 
the SMA-VWIL Museum Committee is responsible for reviewing and approving all privately funded memorial plaque 
entries prior to submission to the SMAAA board for final approval. Privately funded plaque candidates must satisfy 
the same basic selection criteria as outlined in paragraph 4; however, the satisfaction of the evaluation criteria outlined 
in paragraph 5 will not be as stringent. If such nomination is approved, the cost for a privately funded plaque will be 
$5,000.  

7. Standardization. All SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall plaques will be of the same standard size, material and wording font.  A 
consistent standard for form and fit of memorial plaques on the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall must be maintained. The stan-
dards specified for all individual memorial wall plaques are:

•	 Size: Width (horizontal) = 12 inches x Height (vertical) = 10 inches
•	 Material: Bronze with black background; double border; star rosettes in each corner
•	 Text: Raised letters; Font – Arial (or similar)

The only exception for standardization will occur when someone who already is named on another plaque on the exte-
rior of the museum – in that case the existing plaque can be rededicated.

For more information online go to: http://www.sma-alumni.org/memwall.htm

Memorial Wall cont.
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               SMAAF 2018 LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP RENEWALS 
        Two of last year’s Legacy Scholarship winners, Miss Elizabeth Meise and Miss Kayla Jaffy, requested and were approved for $1000 
each as a renewal of the scholarship awarded upon their graduation from high school in 2017.  They will also be eligible to request a further 
scholarship renewal at the end of their sophomore year.  Both young ladies exceeded the required 3.0 average during their freshman year and 
provided information related to their non-academic activities and their reflections on Truth, Duty, and Honor during their first year of college.  
That information from these outstanding students is provided below (with edits):

ELIZABETH MEISE
Roanoke College

Non-Academic Activities
        Since college is a very different experience from high school, 
I decided to keep my extracurricular activity level a bit lower than 
normal. For my first year, I wanted to focus on academics and ease 
myself into college. However, I did participate in a number of non-
academic activities as time allowed. During my first semester, I 
volunteered as an assistant teacher at a local private school for low-
income children. This was a greatly rewarding experience, and it 
cemented the fact that I wanted to become a teacher. I also volunteered 
at the Glenvar Library for multiple children’s programs throughout 
the year. These programs are always a lot of fun for both me and the 
children.  I also volunteered at Northside Middle School as a supervi-
sor for an after school culinary arts club. My duties included instruct-
ing the students, cleaning up work stations, and generally supervising 
the students for safety. I love to bake and make food, so I enjoy shar-
ing my knowledge with younger students that have the same interests. 
Finally, I was employed by my professor to help him organize a con-
ference for scholars from Virginia colleges. It was a great honor to be 
chosen from all his students. I worked with him throughout the year, 
and the conference was a success. It was wonderful getting to know 
my professor and learning about the world of collegiate conferences. 
Since I am now more comfortable with college life, I am looking for-
ward to next year when I can volunteer more.
        Also, I won an award from the Biology department that is given to 
the “up-and-coming” freshman Biology student of the academic year.

Truth, Duty, Honor
Truth, duty, and honor are all important morals to live by and all 

three are part of my own moral compass.  All three of these values 
have been important during my first year of college. For example, 
being truthful to professors, staff, and other students is a critical part of 
communication. If you are upfront with people, they are more likely to 
understand and work with you. As a young adult, you are expected to 
admit to your mistakes and take steps to correct them. Being truthful is 
the best way to produce a favorable outcome for both parties.

As a college student living at home and commuting to college 
daily, I have special duties to uphold. I have responsibilities both 
to the college, my studies, the community, and my family. Many 
times, these obligations overlap each other, and I must balance 
them. It is imperative that I give each responsibility equal attention 
without overextending myself to a point where the quality suffers. 
College entails a lot of schoolwork [that] take[s] up much of my 
time. However, I am also expected to help around the house and aid 
my parents.  Household tasks often cannot wait until I am finished 
with my schoolwork, so it is important to balance all of my respon-
sibilities in a timely manner.

Finally, honor is a valuable moral to abide by during college and 
especially at Roanoke College. Within the first week of classes, we 
were reminded about the importance of properly citing work and not 
plagiarizing. At Roanoke College, they place a great importance on an 
honor code known as the “Academic Integrity System.”  If someone 
was found guilty of breaking these guidelines, they would be expelled 
and their academic career at Roanoke College would be over.  Citing 
some works can be difficult or tedious, but it is extremely important to 
give credit where it is due. It is best to not put yourself in this situation 
and follow the honor system from the beginning.

KAYLA JAFFY                       
University of Florida

Non-academic Activities
Over this past school year, I have been engaged in many 

different extracurricular activities. In the fall of 2017, I joined 
a sorority named Delta Phi Epsilon. By joining a sorority, it has 
led me to be even more involved by participating in philanthropy 
events and fundraisers. Delta Phi Epsilon partakes in two main 
philanthropy events. [They are:] Deepher Dude, an event aimed 
towards individuals diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis, and The Na-
tional Association for Anorexia Nervosa and Associated Disorders 
(ANAD), a philanthropy event that educates, advocates, and raises 
funds for people with Anorexia Nervosa. Delta Phi Epsilon helps 
individuals overcome the stereotypes regarding mental health and 
body positivity and encourages everyone to love who they are. Last-
ly, one more specific event that I participated in was called Dance 
Marathon. Dance Marathon is a movement benefiting Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals, a non-profit organization to raise funds 
and awareness for children fighting childhood cancer. The event 
takes place once a year at UF where students and faculty stand for 
26.2 hours to raise as much money as they can.

Moreover, I entered into the Heavener Business School as a 
freshman at UF.  The Heavener Business School has taught me about 
maintaining leadership skills in the real world, offering numerous 
career readiness programs, as well as helping me participate in an 
international case competition.

Truth, Duty, Honor
It was an honor to receive this outstanding Staunton Military 

Academy Scholarship last year. The same way my grandfather, 
Robert Hirshman, lived his life by the core values instilled in him 
at Staunton, I now have learned to live by these core values Truth, 
Duty, and Honor.

During this past year at school, one truth I believed in was 
to never give up. Truth means we are always committed to being 
honest with ourselves and others. Whether it was a rough day of 
class, a hard test, or nothing went right as planned, I always said 
to myself “never give up”. I believe in always being positive and 
looking onto the brighter side of any situation. Believing in the 
saying, “never give up,” motivates me every day that there is always 
light at the end of the tunnel.

Duty means we are committed to fulfill one’s responsibility 
with the highest degree of integrity. At UF, my duty is making sure 
I get all my work done, being prepared and arriving to class on time, 
as well as participating in my sorority philanthropies. Going off to 
college is not easy because it is most people’s first time in life living 
on their own. It is my duty now that I am independent to stay on top 
of myself, maintain a certain GPA, and excel to my fullest potential 
in my school work.

Lastly, when defining honor, it means we are committed to 
exhibiting respect and showing a good reputation for ourselves 
and others. Throughout my year at UF, I have been acknowledged 
through my sorority as well as the Heavener Business School. I have 
been honored with outstanding academic achievement and honored 
for being a role model to my sisters of Delta Phi Epsilon.
        All in all, Truth, Duty, and Honor hold a special place in my 
grandfather’s everyday life as well as mine. These three core values 
will forever live on and always will have a significant meaning. 
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               SMAAF 2018 LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

     This was the second year of the SMA Legacy Scholarship Program.  It was established in 2016 as one of the 
precepts of the SMA Legacy Fund that provides the monies to be awarded each year to four deserving high-school 
seniors which includes renewals for those applicants during their sophomore, and junior years.  Determining the four 
recipients was very challenging.  However, as shown in the June Kablegram-Leader, the SMAA Foundation and the 
Scholarship Committee selected Mr. Joyner Miller of Verona, VA; Miss Sydney Riemann of Gulfport, MS; Miss 
Patricia ‘Claire’ Moreau of New Orleans, LA, and Mr. Joshua Holley of Greensboro, NC.  Mr. Holley is the grand-
son of Kelly McGavock (SMA ’59). 
        Our thanks and best wishes in the future to all those who applied, and our congratulations to the four young men 
and women who, by this action, have joined our community.  Each of them will help perpetuate the legacy of Staunton 
Military Academy, its heritage, and its core values of “Truth, Duty and Honor.”
        The four winners each provided a picture and biography to introduce themselves, and here they are:

        My name is Joyner Miller.  I live in Verona, Virginia, not too 
far from the SMA campus. I graduated from Fort Defiance High 
School in May, where I was honored as valedictorian. In the fall, I 
will be attending the College of William and Mary. There, I hope to 
study biology to pursue a career in public health.

 
Joyner Miller of Verona, Virginia.

        
        Throughout high school, I have been involved in several ac-
tivities, both in and outside of school. I was the captain of our quiz 
bowl team, a co-captain of the tennis team, vice president of the 
National Honor Society, and drum major in the marching band. I am 
an Eagle Scout and an active member of my youth group at a church 
in Staunton. I have also dutifully been working at the Academy’s 
Museum for the past year and a half, working to make sure that the 
school’s history is catalogued both manually and digitally.
        I am absolutely honored to have been selected for the Legacy 
Scholarship. Having read descriptions and copies of the museum’s 
artifacts, it is clear to me how important truth, duty, and honor were 
to the cadets of the Staunton Military Academy. I hope that I can 
continue that legacy of SMA through my life, wherever I go.

        My name is Sydney Riemann.  I graduated as the Valedictorian 
of the 2018 Class of West Harrison High School of Gulfport, Missis-
sippi, with a GPA of 4.0 and High Honors.

 
Sydney Riemann of Gulfport, Mississippi.

The awards I have received are:  Valedictorian, GPA of 4.0,Top 
20 in high school for 4 consecutive years, Advanced on Biology 
State Test, Advanced on Algebra State Test, Advanced on English 
State Test, Advanced on U.S. History State Test, and Mississippi 
Power’s “I Can” Girls Engineering Program.

The Extracurricular Activities that I have completed are Cheer-
leading four years (WHHS Cheer Co-Captain as a sophomore and 
Captain as a junior and senior), Diamond Darlings, Gulfport May-
or’s Youth Council, Gymnastics, Junior Leadership, Lead 2 Feed 
Organization, Math Tutor, Mu Alpha Theta, National Honor Society, 
Powerlifting, Prom Committee, Soccer, and Student Council.

My Community Activities include Cleaning and Planting in 
the Greenhouse for Special Education Classes, Cleaning the School 
Campus, Coaching at the WHHS Cheer Mini Camp, Collecting 
Items for Natural Disasters in Surrounding Communities, Orga-
nizing School Functions (Homecoming, Prom, Student-Teacher 
Games, Fundraisers), Participating in the Buddy Walk, Volunteering 
at Local Nursing Homes, and Working Concession to Benefit the 
WHHS Baseball Team.

Whether I am using leadership skills in Student Council, tutor-
ing a peer, or organizing a service project, helping others makes me 
feel rewarded and fulfilled.  I am challenged by it, and it makes me 
feel accomplished.  I truly believe I have a calling to help others.

I plan to attend the University of South Alabama beginning in 
the Fall of 2018.  My major will be biomedical sciences.  I desire to 
pursue a degree in the medical field.
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Patricia ‘Claire’ Moreau graduated from the Academy of the 
Sacred Heart in New Orleans as the valedictorian of her class. She 
is known for her focus, competitive spirit, willingness to work hard 
and help others, and fun-loving sense of humor. 

 
Patricia ‘Caire’ Moreau of New Orleans, Louisiana.

 Claire has received many school and community awards 
for her excellence in the classroom; in the community where she has 
served the families at Kingsley House; and in athletics where she has 
competed in multiple varsity sports and earned many district, region-
al, and state titles. This year, Claire was selected to the Pre-Season 
All-Metro, All-District, All-Metro, and All-State teams in volleyball. 
In track and field, she was named the indoor high jump state cham-
pion, outdoor high jump state champion, and outdoor javelin state 
champion, and she helped her team earn state championships in both 
indoor and outdoor track and field. She was also honored as a WWL 
A+ Athlete. Claire will be attending the University of Pennsylvania in 
the fall and will be a member of their track and field team. 

               SMAAF 2018 LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS cont.

        Joshua Holley is a graduate of Caldwell Academy, a Classical 
Christian K-12 school in Greensboro, North Carolina.  

 
Joshua Holley of Greensboro, North Carolina.

A recipient of The President’s Volunteer Service Award, Joshua 
has been committed to service through his school, church, and a 
variety of nonprofit organizations.  His work with refugee families 
through Westover Church Project Serve in Atlanta, Georgia was es-
pecially meaningful. 

Raised in a musical family, Joshua studied cello and percussion as 
a child and sang in the High School Concert Choir at Caldwell Acad-
emy, including an honor choir performance at Carnegie Hall in 2017.

As a devoted student athlete in school, Joshua played basket-
ball, served as an assistant coach for the Varsity Girls’ Basketball 
Team, managed the Varsity Boys’ Baseball Team, and volunteered 
as a sports-camp counselor for seven years. He is also a founding 
member of The Pong Boys, Caldwell’s Varsity Ping Pong Club.

Joshua is deeply grateful to have received the SMA Legacy 
Scholarship and will continue to pursue the traditions of Truth, Duty 
and Honor, as exemplified by his grandfather, Kelly McGavock 
(SMA ’59).  Joshua will be attending the University of North Caro-
lina at Greensboro in the fall. 

SMA  Alumni Foundation
SCHOLARSHIP

Accepting Applications Now
 Deadline June 1, 2019

Who:  Any High School prospective Graduate applying to a
 2 or 4 yr Accredited Institution for higher learning.
 - Ancestry and non Ancestry (to SMA).
 - Male and Female.

Apply to: SMASCHOLARSHIP.ORG
See your College Counselor Now
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BRIEFLY...
Deadline for the Winter Kablegram-Leader

We plan to publish our Winter issue of the Kable-
gram-Leader in February 2019.  The deadline for contri-
butions is January 15th.  

Dates Announced for the 2019 Reunion
The SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Directors 

has announced that the 2019 Reunion will be conducted 
April 12-14, 2019.  Please mark your calendar accord-
ingly, and make plans to attend.

Hurricane Florence Stops the September 
Face-to-Face Board Meeting

As Hurricane Florence bore down on our east coast, George 
Mastroianni, SMA Alumni Foundation President, announced 
the cancellation of our September Face-to-Face board meeting, 
originally scheduled in Staunton, VA on September 15th.  Flor-
ence’s heavy rains and high winds made it impractical for our 
board members to travel to the Shenandoah Valley. In lieu of 
the Face-to-Face meeting, a telephone conference was held on 
September 19th.   

New Leadership in SMA Alumni Foundation 
Board of Directors

On September 1st, the SMA Alumni Foundation installed 
its new slate of officers.

 

President – George Mastroianni - Class of 1973. 
Vice President – Thomas A. Davis - Class of 1962. 

Treasurer – Peter Birckhead - Class of 1973.
Secretary – Richard A. Henderson - Class of 1963. 

 
Note: Thomas A. Davis, Class of 1962, will serve as Assistant 
Treasurer. 
Note: Al Rossy, Class of 1974, will serve as Assistant Secretary.

Three New Members on the SMA Alumni 
Foundation Board of Directors

On September 1st, the SMA Alumni Foundation installed 
three new members to its Board of Directors: Edward Morse 
– Class of 1959, David Shipula – Class of 1973, and Edward 
Newbegin – Class of 1975. 

SMA Scholarship Committee 
Looking for More Applicants

Ed Morse, chair of the committee asks that all of us 
to please “spread the word” about the availability of our 
scholarship program, which has an emphasis on Truth – 
Duty - Honor.  One of the committee’s goals this year is 
to greatly increase the number of applicants to our schol-
arships.  (See page 10-12 for more detailed information 
on SMA Scholarships.)

Memorial Wall Nominations
must be submitted by November 1st  

The SMA Alumni Foundation has announced that 
nominations to the SMA/VWIL Memorial Wall must 
be submitted by November 1, 2018. The Memorial Wall 
nomination process is described in this issue. See page 8 
for details.

Hall of Fame Nominations
must be submitted by November 17th  

The SMA Alumni Foundation has announced that 
nominations to the SMA Hall of Fame must be submit-
ted by November 17, 2018. The Hall of Fame nomination 
process is described in this issue.  See page 15 for details.

From the Editor: Please note that the nominations 
for the SMA/VWIL Memorial Wall and the SMA Hall 
of Fame are due on different dates: Memorial Wall on     
November 1st and Hall of Fame on November 17th.

letters and emails
Dear Mr. Tom Davis,

I just wanted to say thank you so much for presenting me the SMA Alumni Leadership Award.  It was a great honor to be a 
recipient!  The semester had been quite rough; so being a recipient really boosted my spirits.  I will use this as my inspiration to 
stay motivated and keep learning.

I’m sorry this letter is a bit late, but even so, I cannot forget how thankful I am to have received an award from a foundation 
that has left a legacy in Staunton.

Very Respectfully,
Brittney Fenner, VWIL 2021



letters and emails cont.
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April 23, 2018

I want to thank the Class of 1968 for the beautiful flower 
arrangement presented to me on the Monday after the reunion. 
The arrangement was delivered by Larry Atkinson and was a 
wonderful surprise from a great group of alumni.  We think of 
every “cadet” of SMA as family and thank you for allowing us 
to be part of such a great group of people.  We are so appre-
ciative of always being able to depend on each and every one 
of you whenever there is a need to do so.  Brocky and I are so 
fortunate to have friends such as you all, and we are so blessed 
to be able to be on this beautiful campus each day.

It is great to see the ones who come back each year, and 
when you leave for your various places of residence, the site 
where you spent so much of your youth seems to mourn until 
you once again make your way back “home”.  
THANK YOU ONE AND ALL!!! 

Take care,

Arlene Nicely

Dear Henry Scholarship Donor,
I want to thank you so much for giving me this award.  I 

think the best way would be to list the effects it will have:
 
- I will be able to pay for the next semester in full.   
- I can afford to study abroad, as I have hoped to.  
- I will be adding it to my resume, which will hold 

some sway in my application to Harvard Medical 
School.

Again, I don’t know how else to express my immense 
gratitude.
Thank you,
Caroline Fresch, VWIL 2019

Dear SMA Alumni,
 Thank you so much for everything that you do to 
support the VWIL Corps of Cadets!
Maddison Bowen

June 21, 2018

Dear Legacy Scholarship Selection Committee,
I would like to express my sincere gratitude for being 

selected to receive one of the Alumni Foundation’s Legacy 
Scholarships. I have loved getting to know the history of 
SMA by working there for the past year and a half. It is one 
of Staunton’s most well-kept secrets. I was amazed at the ac-
ademic and athletic prowess of the students and the fame of 
some of the academy’s alumni (e.g. Barry Goldwater). After 
sifting through many records and artifacts, I know that SMA’s 
motto was taken seriously across campus and has continued 
to influence the city, the country, and even the world. It is my 
hope that I continue SMA’s strong legacy of students who 
know the importance of truth, duty, and honor. 
Gratefully,
Joyner Miller

August 29, 2018

Dear SMA Scholarship Committee,
Thank you for accepting my renewal request for the SMA 

Alumni Foundation Legacy Scholarship.  It is a great honor to 
both receive this scholarship and carry on SMA’s principles.  
This fall, I am entering my second year at Roanoke College.  
I have decided to major in Biology and get my teaching li-
cense.  Your generosity allows me to follow these dreams, and 
I am very excited to continue my studies.
Sincerely,
Elizabeth Meise
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The SMAAF Board of Directors has issued a call for nominations of SMA alumni, faculty, and staff for induction into the 
Hall of Fame in 2019.  Individuals selected will be inducted into the Hall of Fame during the upcoming Reunion at the Alumni 
Banquet on Saturday, April 13, 2019.  The criteria for the selection of candidates within each Hall of Fame category are as follows:
General Criteria:

qNominee can be either living or deceased
qMust only have attended SMA for some period; graduation is not a criteria
qMust have been employed at SMA for some period (for faculty/staff)
qLook for exceptional service, duty or level of achievement 

Selection Criteria by Categories of Recognition:
• Politics/Government Service
qPresident or VP of the USA
qU.S. Senator or U.S. Congressional Representative
qState Senator or State Congressional Representative
qU.S. Federal Government (key leadership position)
qState Government (key leadership position)
qU.S. Government Agency/Organization (distinguished service)
qFederal, State, or local judge
qCity Mayor
qForeign Government (key leadership position)

• Military
qAny Congressional Medal of Honor awardee
qFlag Officer/General Officer (FOGO) rank
qCaptain or Colonel (O-6) rank with 30 or more years of service
qOfficer/NCO of any rank with distinguished act of heroism

• Sports
qProfessional level player (e.g., NFL, AFC, NBA, MLB, etc.) 
qProfessional level coach or General Manager
qCollege/University coach or Director of Athletics
qRenowned SMA coach

• Business/Entrepreneur
qPresident, CEO and/or Founder of a widely recognized company
qInventor of patented item(s) (See Community Service/Education below)

• Arts/Entertainment
qActor (stage, film, TV)
qAuthor (books, screen plays)
qArtist (sculptor, painter, photographer)
qMusician/composer

• Community Service/Education
qEducator (teacher, professor, headmaster, superintendent, principal, president)
qCommunity service: (Physician, Fire Chief/Chief of Police, Pastor/Priest/Rabbi,
      Community Organizer, etc.)
qInventor or discoverer of an item or process which made positive impact on local, state, national, or international 

community (Patent not required)  

Nominations must be submitted to the SMAAF Office (SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org) not later than 17 November 2018.  A 
Nomination form template can be downloaded from the SMA web site or the SMA Facebook page. The Hall of Fame Selection 
Committee will use the above criteria in making its determinations about proposed HoF inductees. Nominators will be notified 
of the decision of the Committee regarding their respective candidate(s), and a list of all individuals selected will be published in 
the June 2019 Kablegram-Leader.  Those nominees who are not selected may be re-nominated in a future year, if desired.

Call for Nominations for the SMAAF Hall of Fame
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION LEGACY FUND
Updated as of August 31, 2018

By Peter Birckhead ‘73   l   peterbirckhead@gmail.com   l    713-819-1980

LEGENCY FUND PROJECT EXCEEDS GOAL OF $1.5 MILLION IN DONATIONS

Thanks to all of our alumni who have generously given to the Legacy Fund. We have now, after almost 5 years of fund 
raising, exceeded $1.5 Million in cash donations, pledges, and life insurance death benefit designations either directly to or for 
the behalf of the SMA AF.  

While we have now reached our goal our financial needs continue each year so please consider a donation and make it today 
either by mailing a check or going on line to www.sma-alumni.org. using a credit card.

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:
(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)

$500,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Peter Worth ’57 * (cash and pledge) (w/benches, WWI 
Monument Restoration, Museum Signage Package spon-
sorship, Flag and Flag Pole upkeep sponsorship and SMA 
Eagle sponsorship) * Includes gift of $450,000 to MBU for 
naming of Kable Field to SMA Worth Field

$150,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 *(IRA Beneficiary Designa-
tion) (Longyear TDH VWIL Scholarship and bricks)

$50,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Bill Bissett ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *
George R. Shiarella ’48 (SMA Scholarship)

$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Anonymous ’74 *

$35,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino ’75 * (with SMA Scholarship)

$25,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Tilford Jones ’76 (Life Insurance Beneficiary Designation)

$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
Larry Atkinson ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
John Conomikes ’50 * ( SMA Eagle, Brochure sponsorship 
and SMA Scholarship)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Richard Henderson ‘63 *
David Brooks Holstein ’73 (w SMA Scholarship Program)
Patricia & Herk Wolfe ’49 (bench sponsorship/Howie Bust 
sponsorship) * deceased

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Thomas A. Davis ’62 *
John Fuog ’70 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Tom Phillips ’74 (w/bench sponsorship and in Honor of 
Lolo Kable) *
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice ’63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration sponsorship) *
H. Roller Shipplett ’67 (brochure, transcripts copy and new 
website sponsorships ) *
John (Jack) Vaughan III ’69 (w/bench and SMA Eagle 
sponsorship) *

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Carter Condon (Patron) *
Kevin J. Gorman ’70 * (w/SMA sponsorship)

$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS) cont.
Charles R. Jenkins ’53 *
John Nolde ’63 *
Stuart Smith ‘48
Leslie Taylor ’66 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)

$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli (deceased) ’61 *
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 *
Joseph Ritok ’66 *
Victor Rosenberg ‘56 *
Virginia Windley (Don) ’70 *

$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Burdette Holmes ’62 *
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74 

$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband Frank Lee ’52 and w/
bench sponsorship)
Floyd Ostrom ’62 (pledge) *
Louis Stathis ’70 *
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron) *

$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Brown ’66 * (with SMA Scholarship)
Michael Byington ’61 * (deceased)
Lucius Chapin ‘66
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ’68 *
Allen Jones ’48 *

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Peter Birckhead ’73 * 
Dr. Randy Blackburn ‘72
Peter Brown ’66 *
William Gershen ‘58
Charlie Drumheller ’66 (w/Cannon Restoration sponsorship)
Robert Horvath ’47 *
Warren Hutton ’75 *
George Jennings ’64 (w/bench and SMA Eagle sponsorship) *
Gary Jones ’64 (w/bench sponsorships)
Anthony C. Korvas’59 
Steve Landa ’63 *
David Marshall ’72 *
Robert Norton ’67 (deceased)
Mark Orr ’73 *
Tim Scheel ’73 (w/brochure sponsorship) *
Ralph Sebrell ’45
David Shipula ‘73
Peter Stark ’50 *
Stephen L. Taylor ’63 *
Frederick Walton ‘33
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SMA ALUMNI FOUNDATION LEGACY FUND Cont.

$500+ (BENEFACTOR)
Robert Bennett ‘45
John Browne, Jr. ’64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Cauthen ‘64
Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband Fred Benson 
Griffin ’57)
Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)
Mrs. Robert Horvath (Memory of Robert Horvath ’47)
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *
Sally Howie Jebson (Patron) (daughter of Maj. Thomas Howie) *
Christopher Jones ’71 *
John C. Lucy ’76 *
Gale and Duke Myers ’60 *
David Rhodes ‘72
Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Edmund Smith ‘76
Bruce Thomas ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Donald Westbrook ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

$250+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong Patron (husband Jack Armstrong ’57) * 
Robert Barksdale ’75 (deceased)
Edward Burka ’48 *
Steven Crane ’74 (w/bench sponsorship)
Robert Digiacomo ’69 (SMA Eagle, Brick sponsorships, SMA 
Scholarship) *
Robert Flatford ’66 *
COL Zach Hagedorn, Jr. ’51 *
Geoffrey Hall ‘65
Tad Hall ’73 *
Page Kable (Patron) *
William Lambert ’62
Stanley Lesniak ’67 *
Harvie Martin III ‘74
Glen MacFadden ’59 *
Gordon Milestone ’43 *
Leland K. Ozawa ’61 *
Phil Peter ’50 *
Robert Piper ‘68
Neil J. Rogers ’69 *
Fredrick Shaftman ‘66
James H. Stevenson ’58 *
Frank Till ’71 *
John W. Turner ’67 *
Peter Voss ’48 *
Lee Woody ‘47
Susan Yates (Patron)
Larry Ward ’71 * (SMA Scholarship)
COL. Robert Wease (Faculty) *

$200+ (BENEFACTOR)
Anthony Betz ‘67
Howard E. Gibson ‘45
Craig E. Hanson ‘74
Paul Heyard ’72 *
Tom Howie ‘67
Larry Lombari ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Edmund Leigh ‘74
Gary Martell ‘69
Jeffrey Metzel ‘43
Douglas Nunn ’71 *

$200+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
Hugh Sproul III ’54 (w/brochure sponsorship)
Lawrence Steele III ‘61*
J. Warren Turner ’67 (SMA Scholarship) *
William Truog ‘64 (Anna Randle Truog Mem. Fund) *

$100+ (BENEFACTOR)
James Adams ’59 *
Darr Barshis ‘72
Richard Beaver ‘56
Gerald Bernfeld ‘57
James Bond ’51 *
Thomas Brigham, Jr. ‘70
Judge Alfred Burka ‘45
Leonard Burka ‘51
Alan Butterworth ‘51 *
Augustine Catalano ’47 *
Jose Colon ’60
Wesley G. Constable ’61 *
David Dana ’49
William Deane, Jr. ‘65
Jack Dickerson ’67 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Anthony Disher, Jr. ’72 *
George Dunigan ‘64
Philip Farber ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Allen Fisher ’56 (in memory of his brother Bruce Fisher ’49)
Jerome S. Fletcher ’47 *
William Foard ’56 *
N. Scott Gardiner (Patron)
Mark Hancock ‘62
James Hayslip ’75 *
John C. Hildebrand ‘72
Benjamin Hudson, Jr. ‘54
Daniel Hunt ’62 * (w/SMA column sponsorship)
Sanford Jacobson ’55 
Walter Kircher ’70 (w/Brick Fund)
Joseph Koch ’53 *
Lee Lawrence ‘56
Robert Lehman ’69 (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Jon Levy ‘56
Edward McLorie ’63 *
Randall Melton ‘76
SFC Kenneth Messer, Jr ’66 *
Mark Milone ‘60
Edmond Neuberger ‘50
Stephen Newton ‘62
Russell Ogan ’70 *
Robert A, Piper ‘68
Simon M. Painter ‘58
William Pandak ’73 *
Edward Patsch ’53 *
W. Charles Pfister ‘74
Col. Michael Quinlan ’57 *
William Ratcliff, Jr ‘62
Robert Remaley (Patron)
Wayne Scholtes ‘64
Elizabeth Seaman (Patron for Husband Peter Seaman ’50)
Ed Smith ‘76
Aleida Snell (Patron) (in honor of her husband Dale Frederick 
Snell ’56)
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$100+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
John Steele ‘52
William Stillgebauer ‘54
Clarence Tart ‘53
John R. Taylor ‘72
David Tinker ’69 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Doris Thompson (Patron)
John T. Turner ‘67
W. John Turner ’67 *
Jeffrey Van Hyning ‘64
Wm. Rock Viner ‘69
Carl Winnefeld ’61 *
Lee P. Woody ’47 *
Charles Youngman ‘55
Philip Yount ‘62

$50+ (BENEFACTOR)
Frank Allen ’47 (w/brick sponsorship)
Kelly Allen ‘71
Richard Alonzo ’64 *
William Baldwin III ‘64
Patrick Benavides (Patron) (w/brick sponsorship)
Bruce Buchanan ’66 (w/brick sponsorship)
Carol Caldwallader Patron (in honor of Lewis Caldwallader ‘55)
Ms. Terry Clark Patron (in honor of her father William Clark ’48)
Robert Clements ’58 *
David Cohen ‘59
Don Cross ’67 (w/brick sponsorship)
Jamie Deehan Patron (in honor of James Deehan ’55)
John Diemer ’67 *
Everette Doffermyre ’66 *
Susan Finlay Patron (brick for Lolo Kable)
Alexander Forester ‘74
Frederick Gambke ’73 *
Betty Hall (Patron) (in honor of Geoffry Hall ’64)
Scott Holcomb ‘66
Ben Hollis ’58 *
Ben Hudson ’54
John Kelly ‘57
Barbara Kerne (Patron)
Carolyn Lucy (Patron) Wife of J.C. Lucy, Jr. ‘53
Alan Messer ’68 (w/brick sponsorship) *
Gayle Myers (Patron) wife of Duke Myers deceased)
Dan Newman ’60 *
Peter Ottman ’65 (w/Howie Bust sponsorship)
Richard Parson ‘60
COL. Brooke Read ’46 *
AJ Scolio ‘43

$50+ (BENEFACTOR) cont.
Neal Smith ‘66
Michael Somers ’65 (w/brochure sponsorship)
William Summers ‘60
Robert Tabor ‘58
Edwin Taliaferro ’60 *
Peter Velde ‘67
Jon Walker ‘54
Eli White ‘53
Fish Bowl in Museum Receipts

$25+ (BENEFACTOR)
Jacqueline Armstrong (Patron) (in honor of her husband 
John Armstrong’37)
Lee Beard ‘51
David Behuhn ’69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)
Howard Brewer, Jr ‘47
Claude L. Crawford ’57 (Faculty) *
Robert Coyner ’49 
John Diemer ‘67
Michael Deuting ‘59
Carlos Ferro ’51
Douglas Godwin ‘69
Mark Hannock ‘62
Charles Hnilicka ‘48
Stanley Kaplan ‘54
Stanley Licker ‘55
Gregory and Paula Lockhart (Patrons) for James Jewett ‘41
Bryon Malogrides ‘61
Edward Mann ‘46
Kirk Moberley ’63 *
Michael Meyers ‘59
John Morrow ‘52
John Pennypacker, Jr ‘63
Darrell Richardson ‘67
Hal Schweder ‘40
Randall See ‘75
William Suppes, Jr. ‘45
William Thomas ‘61
D. Marshall Taylor ‘75
Chris Tsucalas ‘59
William Tucker, Jr ‘58
Dick Unger ‘63

$10+ (BENEFACTOR)
Joesph McKbben ‘60
Edward McLorie ‘63
James Spencer (Patron)
Gary Waple ’60 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

Thanks to all of these alumni who have supported the Legacy Fund Project.  Your donations have helped to ensure the memories, tradi-
tions, and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity. Your donations have helped our alumni foundation to continue to provide scholarships 
and support for organizations (such as the VWIL Program at MBC) that exemplify our core values of Truth, Duty and Honor. And finally 
your donations have helped support the new SMA Scholarship Program.

The listing above represents only 20% of living alumni. There are still 80% of those of you who have not made a donation! Please con-
sider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No amount is too small and all donations are fully tax deductible.  It is easy to donate, just contact me directly 
and we can discuss all options available to help you.  Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73, peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 713-819-1980.

Note.: If you don’t see your name, and you have donated, please let me know. If you have donated more than once and do not have a “*” 
next to your name please let me know. Thanks!



-19-

SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the 
existing walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased
with a tax-deductible contribution to the SMA alumni Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)
 “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should
     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________
Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________
Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
 Check (payable to SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)
 Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)  Master Card   Visa

Card Number: _____________________________________
Expiration Date: _____________________________________

Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE
Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________
Email Address: ___________________@________________
Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctua-
tion marks count as characters.



Rev. 10032018 

SMA – ALL-Class  
2019 REUNION SCHEDULE 

(AS OF 10/03/2018)

Thursday, April 11, 2019 (downtown) 

6:30 pm  Early bird arrival dinner gathering @ Emilio’s Italian Restaurant (Dutch treat) 

Friday, April 12, 2019 (on former SMA campus & Other Venues) 

9:30 – 11:30 am:           SMAAF Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall) 

10:30 am – 4:00 pm: SMA-VWIL Museum Open 

11:00 am – 3:30 pm:  Registration (Mess Hall) 

4:30 – 5:30 pm:  Howie Rifles Demo & Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside SMA-VWIL Museum) 

6:00 – 8:00 pm:   Reception and Dinner (Mess Hall) 

8:30 – 11:30 pm:   Dance at the Beverly Street Clock Tower (DJ, plus The Road Ducks band) 

Saturday, April 13, 2019 (on former SMA campus & Stonewall Jackson Hotel) 

8:15 – 9:00 am:   Registration for those who have not registered (Mess Hall) 

9:00 – 9:30 am:      Continental Breakfast (grab and go) (Mess Hall) 

SMA/VWIL alumni and spouse/adult guest 

9:30 – 10:30 am: Annual SMA Alumni General Membership Meeting & VWIL Program Update 
(Mess Hall VWIL Room) 

9:30 – 11:00 am:       Meet VWIL Cadets (SMA & VWIL Alumni spouse/guests) (Mess Hall) 

This is informal time with VWIL Cadets.  

10:30 – 11:00 am: SMAAF Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall) 

11:30 – 4:00 pm:  SMA-VWIL Museum Open 

12:00 – 1:15 pm:  SMA-VWIL Parade & SMA-Worth Field Dedication Ceremony 

SMA-VWIL Alumni will form up on the asphalt at 11:45 am to follow the VWIL 
Corps of Cadets onto Kable Field. 

1:15 – 2:15 pm:  SMA-VWIL Lunch (on asphalt parking lot...Mess Hall will be open for seating) 

2:15 – 5:00 pm:  Visit the museum, connect with former classmates, shop or tour the city. 

2:15 – 4:00 pm:  Tour of former SMA buildings, barracks with VWIL cadets 

6:00 – 7:00 pm:  Banquet Reception (cash bar) (SJH Lobby) 

7:00 – 10:00 pm:  Alumni Banquet (SJH Banquet Rm) 

10:00 pm: Nostalgia Time  

Sunday, April 14, 2019 (on former SMA campus) 

8:30 am – 2:00 pm:   SMA-VWIL Museum Open 
-20-



Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc. 
      PO Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402 
      PHONE: (540) 885-1309 | FAX: 1-866-950-4452 | EMAIL: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org 

SMA ALL-Class Reunion 2019 (12-14 April) 
Registration Form 

PRINT & fill out form. Mail to address or FAX to: 1-866-950-4452 or SCAN & email to: SMOffice@sma-alumni.org 
 
LAST NAME: ________________________________FIRST NAME: __________________MIDDLE INITIAL: _____ 
SMA YEAR: ___________ 
ADDRESS: ________________________________CITY: ____________________ STATE: ____ ZIP: ___________ 
TEL: (           ) ____________________; (             ) __________________; EMAIL: ___________________________ 

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER 
SPOUSE NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 
GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________ 

 
ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION 

Deadline is March 31, 2019. Please take the time NOW to complete your registration form. By doing this, you will 
help us plan more effectively for a successful SMA ALL-Class Reunion. 
Please note – lodging reservations at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel (or elsewhere) must be made separately. 

_____ Weekend x $140/person1*    $ __________ 

_____ Friday Only x $80/person2*                $ __________ 

_____ Saturday Only x $80/person3*                $ __________ 

_____ Sponsor a VWIL Cadet at Alumni Banquet ($50/cadet) $ __________ 

TOTAL COST: $ __________ 

PAYMENT  

□ Check (payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.)  
□ Credit Card: (can only accept MC/VISA) □ MasterCard  □  VISA 
    Card Number: _______________________________________ 
    Expiration Date: _______________________________________ 
    Security Code: (CVV2 code on back of card) _______________________________________ 
BILLING ADDRESS  
Name:  
(exactly as written on credit card) __________________________________ 
Billing Address: (for credit card purchases) 
(must be exactly as written on CC billing statement) __________________________________ 
 __________________________________ 
 ____________________________ ZIP: _____ 
SIGNATURE  
  

Signature: __________________________________ 
 

                                                           
1 After March 31st, the price increases to $150 for the weekend. Door price is $160 
2 After March 31st, the price increases to $85 for Friday only. Door price is $95. No individual event tickets for sale. 
3 After March 31st, the price increases to $85 for Saturday only. Door price is $95. No individual event tickets for sale. 
* Prices for individual scheduled events not authorized; only payment for entire single day of events. 
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After working for forty years in the entertainment industry, Jay Nedry (SMA ’69) went back to college to finish his degree work 
in education.  This summer, Jay graduated from the College of William and Mary in Virginia, a famous public research university 
in Williamsburg.  He is shown here in full Cap and Gown, sitting next to his mentor and our longtime SMA Government teacher, 
Colonel Robert Wease.

Congratulations, Jay!!!!

SMA GALLERY

     VWIL         NEWS Cont.

VWIL Update 
by Brig Gen Terry Djuric, USAF Retired, VWIL Commandant

Enjoy reading about our many VWIL accomplishments and we welcome you to return to the SMA/VWIL campus. Visit our Flickr website to 
see all our photos on https://www.flickr.com/photos/127171378@N07/sets/.

We’ve had a great start to the new school year. The amazing VWIL Corps of Cadets welcomed 52 nULLs and Command Sergeant Major 
Gerald Johnson.  The nULLs join us from across the world with tremendous academic, fitness, and leadership skills. CSM Johnson just retired from 
the Army after serving 30 years with active duty and National Guard units in Fort Bragg NC, Fort Belvoir VA, Winchester VA, and Staunton. CSM 
Johnson was the command Sergeant Major for the 3rd Battalion of the 116th Infantry Brigade Combat Team. Additionally, the MBU Marching 
Band has reached great numbers with such wonderful musical skills.

We took time in the past few weeks to recognize the upper class VWIL Corps. At the nULL induction parade on September 2nd, we also took 
time to recognize 15 cadre who are on track to commission in the Army and Air Force in 2019 and 2020. At the awards dinner, 53% of all cadets 
earned academic stars, and the overall VWIL Corps average GPA is 3.0! The Corps’ average SET score rose from 67 to 75, 83% of our cadets passed 
this challenging test, and 44% of the cadets excelled earning physical fitness distinctions scoring 80 or better.  No surprise, VWIL cadets make up 
45% of the women MBU varsity athletes. We proudly presented the Commandant’s Trophy to the Band Platoon and Color Guard. Cadet Sergeants 
Kaylin Coe, Rebecca Balzan, and Anais Gutierrez reached the outstanding Top Gun mark by scoring 90% on their fitness test and 3.5+ GPA.

We look forward have alumnae return to campus and share their VWIL memories and motivate our cadets.  Please take time to come back to 
your campus this academic year to see how we’re still grounded by our core values of Truth, Duty, and Honor. We set the right example by providing 
calm, positive, and professional training for our cadets, the university, and our local community.
 Here’s our parade schedule for Academic Year 2018-19:

Oct 27th VWIL Family Weekend Parade 5pm
Nov 10th Staunton Veterans’ Day Parade 11am
Nov 26th Staunton Christmas Parade 7pm
Mar 9th Reception & Lt. Small Remembrance at Arlington National Cemetery 11am-1pm
Mar 10th St Patrick’s Day Parade in Washington DC 12noon
Apr 13th SMA Reunion Parade & Dedication of the SMA Worth Field 11am
May 18th VWIL Commissioning Ceremony 9am
May 18th VWIL Change of Command Parade 2:30pm
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

 
MG Kok, 99 Readiness Brigade Commander 

spoke with nULLs during nCC.

 
nULLs demonstrate teamwork 
during ship simulator training.

 
VWIL Coast Guard interested nULLs and 

cadets visit Training Center Yorktown.

 

Cadets worked shuttle parking to help Harry Potter fans 
visit Staunton’s Queen City Mischief and Magic 

festival. https://www.queencitymagic.com/.

 
Cadet Sergeant Dothard ’20 welcomes nULL Diamond Webb and 

nULL Celeste Commodore as their Calic.

 
In May 2018, General Djuric took the VWIL Cadre for Leader-
ship Training thanks to the generous Hearst Foundation Grant.  
These are the cadets with leadership positions for Fall 2018.
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

 
Members of the nULL Class of 2022 at the Wilderness 

Adventure leadership training in August 2018.

 
VWIL welcomed 50 nULLs to campus in August.

 
The VWIL Class of 2022 on Training Day 1 – campus run at 0630.

 
The VWIL Class of 2022 on Training Day 1 – campus run at 0630.

 
nULL Class of 2022 still smiling after their first Training Day.
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

 
Raft building was a successful team 

building project for the nULL Class ’22.

 
The Army’s newest ROTC cadets inspect their 

uniforms and field training gear at VMI.

 
Introducing our newest corps members to 

early morning PT on Flagpole Hill. 

 
Cadets and soccer players join together to thank Mr. Peter 

Worth, SMA ’57, for his generous donation to 
fund the renovation  of the “SMA Worth Field” 

our new Parade / Soccer Field.
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

nULLs during Cadre Week, marching in Kable Courtyard.

 
Somehow VWIL soccer players managed to balance 

15-hour days during Cadre Week and 2 soccer practices. 
VWIL cadets and nULLs make up 45% 

of the women varsity sport teams.

 
VWIL Class of 2022 completes their sister nULL bonding at Wilderness Adventure in Eagle Landing.
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

VWIL nULLs complete their ROTC Orientation at VMI.

 
The VWIL Corps of Cadets stands with the Staunton Police 

Department for our annual 9-11 ceremony.

 
CSM Johnson observes as the corporal class quizzes the nULLs 

on their VWIL and SMA knowledge on Monday morning at 0630.

 
VWIL Corps on the first day of classes in front of Kable Residence Hall.
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

 
The VWIL Corps and MBU Marching Band completed the Induction Parade on September 2nd.

 
Fifteen ROTC upperclass cadets (Army and Air Force) 

recited their contracting oath.

 
The VWIL Corps of Cadets, only all-female Corps of Cadets in the US, hosts the only all-female Corps of Cadets from South Korea on Flagpole Hill.

nULL Bannasch exchanges gifts with a member of Sungshin Uni-
versity’s Corps of Cadets from South Korea in the SMA Mess Hall.

nULL Class marched to Gypsy Hill Park to learn about the Stonewall Jackson Brigade.
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

 
Congratulations to the Army’s newest ROTC scholarship 

recipients:Cadet SGT Balzan ’20, Cadet 1st CPL Lamb ’21, 
Cadet CPL Villa ’21, Cadet SGT Wheeler ’20.

 

 
9-11-18, Cadet Sergeant Colindres ’20 thanks the Staunton 

Police Department for their service.

 
Brig Gen Djuric addresses the VWIL Corps 

and Sungshin University Corps.

 
The VWIL Corps shares the SMA/VWIL 
Museum with Sungshin University cadets.

 
nULLs demonstrate Rifle Manual drill during cadre week.

 
Cadre are all smiles during Cadre Week.
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    VWIL          NEWS Cont.

 
Sergeant Reeder and Corporal Franklin provide drill instruction.

 
VWIL Senior Class of 2019 finish Day 1 of Cadre Week.

 
VWIL Corps on the “black top” ready for another training day.

 
Training event at the museum.

 

 
The only all-female Corps of Cadets from the United States and South Korea meet on August 30th 2018.
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TAPS
John Robert “Jack” Culbreth, SMA ‘57

BLACK MOUNTAIN, NC 
- John Robert “Jack” Cul-

breth, 79, died Monday, June 
11, 2018 at Elizabeth House in 
Hendersonville of complications 
from Alzheimer’s disease. Born 
Dec. 18th, 1938, he was the son 
of the late John Henry and Freda 
Fawcett Culbreth Fayetteville, 
NC. Jack was preceded in death 
by his brother John Henry, Jr. 

and his daughter, Winnifred Lee, both of whom died in in-
fancy. Jack graduated from Staunton Military Academy in 
Virginia in 1957. He served in the United States Army and 
was separated as a Captain in 1967.

He received a BA from the University of Nebraska - 
Omaha (1969), and a MS in clinical psychology from Appa-
lachian State University (1974). After earning the designation 
of Licensed Clinical Addiction Specialist, Jack’s mission and 
passion in life was to help others attain sobriety. 

Jack was an active member of St. James Epis-
copal Church in Black Mountain, NC. He served 
on the Vestry, as a reader and chalice bearer; 
co-founded the Verger program and the Friday 
morning men’s breakfast group; and served on 
several discernment committees. 

He is survived by his wife, Kristi Neal; his 
sister and her husband, Joan and Jeptha Greer 
of Jasper, GA; his daughter and her wife, Mair 
Culbreth and Nicole Bauguss of Hendersonville, 
NC; his sons and their wives, Jack and Barbara 
Culbreth of Mooresville, NC, Allen and Annessa Culbreth 
of Roanoke, VA and Zachary and Truitt Culbreth of Hender-
sonville, NC; his four grandchildren, Alexander Culbreth of 
Chapel Hill, NC, Kaitlyn and Jason Pittman of Fletcher, NC 
and Finn Culbreth of Hendersonville, NC; his step children 
Johanna and Garrett Pittman of Fletcher, NC and James and 
Stephanie Neal of Rocky Mount, NC. 

In lieu of flowers please 
make donations to the St. 
James Episcopal Church Play-
ground Fund, PO Box 1087, 
Black Mountain, NC 28711; 
Memory Care, 100 Far Hori-
zons Lane, Asheville, NC 
28803; or Care Partners Adult 
Day Services, 68 Sweet-
en Creek Rd, Asheville, NC 
28803.
Published in Fayetteville Observer on June 21, 2018

Charles G. “Joe” Dickey, SMA ‘61

Charles G. “Joe” Dickey Joe 
October 27, 1943 - April 2, 2018 
Charles G. “Joe” Dickey, 74, of 
Dillsburg, passed away Monday 
evening, April 2nd, 2018 at his 
home. He was born October 27th, 
1943 in Baltimore, Maryland, 
the son of the late William J. and 
Marguerite Starr Dickey. Charles 
graduated from Staunton Military 
Academy in 1961.

Charles was a retired supervi-
sor, having worked in the family’s textile company, William 
A. Dickey & Company, Ellicott City, MD. He was also an 
Army Veteran of the Viet Nam War. He was a member of the 
Dillsburg American Legion Post 26. Avid Motorcycle Rid-
er, Patriot and Raven’s Fan. Viet Nam Veteran; Politically 
Incorrect; Fiercely Patriotic; Big Heart-Little Patience; Like 
most critters and tolerate few people; Acrophobic ex-para-
trooper; Inductee: Freedom Fighters Hall of Fame, Sturgis, 

S.D.; Past Member: Baltimore Junior Chamber of 
Commerce; Past National Director & Membership 
Committee Member: Appaloosa Horse Club; Past 
Newsletter Editor: Pennsylvania Appaloosa Asso-
ciation & Corner Pocket Appaloosa Club; Found-
er: God Bless America Run-Lebanon VA Hospi-
tal; Founder: Stumpy Run-ASPCA; Founder, Past 
Vice President, Legislative Coordinator: Freedom 
Fighters Chapter, P.C.O.M; Past Legislative Coor-
dinator: Mason-Dixon Chapter, A.B.A.T.E. OF PA; 
Past Instructor: Operation Save A Life; Founder 
& Director: Bikers Against Medical Malfeasance; 

Past State Coordinator: A.B.A.T.E. of PA; Past Director & 
Member of Legislative Task Force: N.C.O.M.; Past Instruc-
tor/Rider Coach: PA Motorcycle Safety Program; Award Re-
cipient: Motorcycle Safety Foundation; Past CPR Instructor; 
Co-Founder & First President: Maryland Academy of Crim-
inal Justice Students; Co-Founder & First Vice President: 
Pennsylvania Equine Council.

Charles has been riding mo-
torcycles since 1976 and has rid-
den in all 48 states & 4 provinc-
es accumulating over 500,000 
miles - waiting for a bridge to 
Hawaii. He is survived by his 
loving family, his wife, Reta L. 
Lambert Dickey and his son, 
Charles Patrick “Pat” Trent, of 
Madison, TN.

Memorials in Charles’ name 
to help the family with funeral 
expenses can be made to Cocklin Funeral Home, Inc., 30 N. 
Chestnut Street, Dillsburg, PA 17019.

 John Robert “Jack” Culbreth.

Cadet Culbreth in 1957.

Charles G. “Joe” Dickey.

Cadet Dickey in 1961.
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Nick D. Evanovich, SMA ‘62
 

     Nick D. Evanovich died on Sat-
urday, September 16, 2017 at Saint 
Mary Medical Center in Lang-
horne. He was 74. 

Born in McKeesport, PA, and 
formerly of Fairless Hills and Mor-
risville, Nick has resided in Yard-
ley for the past 20 years.

For most of his working career 
Nick was employed as a Manage-
ment Consultant for many years. He was an avid follower of 
the Stock Market.

He served his country proudly as a member of the Na-
tional Guard. Nick was a huge Pittsburg Steelers fan and a 
former member of the Levittown Jaycees.

Most important to him always, was the love for his fam-
ily and friends. Beloved husband of 49 years to Kris, Nick 
is the loving father of Dean M. Evanovich. He is the dear 
brother of Georgia A. Hastings (Gary) and uncle to 4 nieces 
and nephews and 3 great nieces and nephews, including the 
late Jeff Hastings.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions in 
Nick’s name may be made to Saint Mary Medical 
Center Foundation, Langhorne-Newtown Road, 
Langhorne, PA 19047.

 
Ben Watson Melvin, Jr., SMA ‘44

Ben Watson Mel-
vin, Jr. of Wilmington, 
DE passed away on 
June 4, 2018 following 
a brief illness.

Ben was born in Nashville, 
Tennessee in March 1926 to the 
late Ben Watson Melvin and the 
late Virginia Darden Melvin. At 
age 10, his family moved to Bue-
nos Aires, Argentina where he 

lived for six years. Upon returning to the U.S. in 1942, he 
enrolled in Staunton Military Academy, and while there en-
listed in the Army Air Corps pilot training program, to which 
he reported immediately following graduation in 1944. On 
leaving the service in 1946, he attended the University of Rich-
mond (VA) before transferring to the University of Delaware 
where he earned a Bachelor of Chemical Engineering 
degree in 1950 and received the Charles B. Evans award for 
excellence in undergraduate research. He joined the DuPont 
Company and served in various supervisory and management 
assignments in Manufacturing, Research, Technical Service, 
Marketing, and Administration until his retirement in 1991 
as Executive Assistant to the Chairman.

He loved the outdoors and over the years was active in 
skiing, hunting, fishing, and tennis, but his passion was golf, 
which he and his wife pursued as members of Wilmington 

Country Club and at many other U.S. and offshore locations. 
He was a member of Christ Church Christiana Hundred and 
also held memberships in the DuPont Country Club, the 
American Institute of Chemical Engineers, the Society of 
Chemical Industry, and Kappa Alpha Order Fraternity.

He was predeceased in 2008 by his wife of 56 years, Eliz-
abeth Hershey Melvin, and in 2014 by his sister Martha M. 
Ficke of Wilmington. He is survived by son Ben W. Melvin, 
III of Wilmington with Rebecca Ferguson; daughter Landis 
M. Bowman of Westminster, CO with grandchildren Kelley, 
Katie, and Christopher; son Thomas C. Melvin of Newark, 
DE with wife Rebecca and granddaughter Lucie; son Mark 
C. Melvin of Windham, NH with wife Sue and grandchildren 
Kenna and Cooper.

The family would like to ex-
press their warm thanks to the peo-
ple in the Health Care wing at the 
Stonegates Retirement Community, 
who cared for Ben with compassion 
and fortitude.

The family suggests in lieu 
of flowers, contributions be made 
to Christiana Care Health Sys-

tem, Office of Devel-
opment, PO Box 1668, Wilmington, DE 19885.  
Published in The News Journal from June 6 to 
June 10, 2018

Wayland T. Pond, III, SMA ‘62 

Suffolk - Born on 
September 4, 1943 in 
Suffolk, Virginia, Way-
land Thomas Pond III 
passed away on August 

28, 2018. A lifelong resident of 
Suffolk, Wayland was the son of 
the late Mary Herring and Wayland 
Thomas Pond, Jr. He was preceded 
in death by his first wife Gisberta 
Cornelia Gerarda Pond-deVisser and twin sister Katherine 
Pond Beneke. 

Wayland is survived by his wife Kathryn Andersen Pond; 
sons Wayland Thomas Pond IV and wife Sarah of Arlington; 
Jacobus Christiaan Pond and wife Cristin of Suffolk; and by 
Kathryn’s children Stephen Warren Wheeler and wife Amy 
of Suffolk, and Susan Wheeler Tyler of Newport, RI; grand-
children Claire Cornelia Pond, Eleanor Grace Pond, Jacobus 
Christiaan Pond, Jr., Louise Caroline Wheeler, James Edward 
Tyler and Paloma Louise Tyler; sisters Mary Lawrence Har-
rell and husband John, and Eliza Rainey and husband Jim; 
brother in law John Beneke and wife Gwynne; and many 
nieces, nephews, cousins, extended family and friends. 

Wayland graduated from Staunton Military Academy and 
Elon College. He served in the Army National Guard. He was 
the owner and President of Suffolk Energies Inc. and Griffin 
Oil and Propane. Wayland was an active member of West End 
Baptist Church serving on the Temple Committee, Memorial 

Cadet Evanovich in 1962.

TAPS CONT.

Ben Watson Melvin, Jr.

Cadet Melvin in 1944.
Cadet Pond in 1962.
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Trust and Board of Deacons. He was a founding member of the 
Nansemond River Duck Club, Past President and longstanding 
member of the Suffolk Rotary Club, former Chairman of Suf-
folk Ducks Unlimited and District Chairman of Virginia Ducks 

Unlimited, and was instrumental in 
establishing the Suffolk Youth Ath-
letic Association. 

Wayland was an avid out-
doorsman, attuned to the beauty 
of nature and appreciative of all 
it offered. He loved boating, fish-
ing, hunting, tennis and garden-
ing. Most of all, he loved spending 
time with his family and friends.  

Published in The Virginian Pilot on Aug. 31, 2018

 
William Elijah Reddicks, III, SMA ‘60

William Elijah William Elijah 
Reddicks, III, age 74, of Atlanta, 
GA, passed away on July 
8, 2017 from cancer and 
heart disease. Bill was 
born in Philadelphia, in 
Overbrook section, in 
1943 and moved with 
his family to Bluefield, 
WV in 1950. He attended 
Staunton Military Acade-

my in VA, Univ. of Tennessee, and graduated from 
Oglethorpe Univ. He served 3 years in U.S. Navy, 
then worked for Robinson-Humphrey Investment 
Bank. He earned a law degree from John Marshall Univ. and 
passed the GA bar. 

Bill married Debra (nee Jeffers) during this time, who 
passed away from cancer 2 years after their marriage. Bill 
worked with Vinings Bottle Shop and related stores as comp-
troller/office manager. Bill was the youngest of three children 
of the late William E. Reddicks, Jr. and Cora (nee Chapel). 
He is survived by brother, Donald A. Reddicks of Atlanta, 
and sister, Cora Lee Page (nee Reddicks) of Lumberton, NJ. 

Larry Sonstein, SMA ‘62
Larry Sonstein, 72, of Ge-

neva, passed away unexpect-
edly, Friday July 21, 2017.  
He was born September 4, 1944 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, the son of the 
late Jack and Liberty (Klein) Son-
stein. An Army Brat, Larry spent his 
high school years at Staunton Mili-
tary Academy and graduated from 
Virginia Military Institute where he 
was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in 1966. He retired 
as a Major in 1975. 

Larry served on active duty for nine years in the US Army 
with the Field Artillery and Adjutant General Corps including 

two tours in Pleiku, Viet Nam, plus V Corps in Frankfurt, 
Germany. A member of Vietnam Veterans of America Chap-
ter 900 and a Life Member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
plus membership with the American Legion Post 0124. 

Larry enjoyed many years of community service to include 
serving on Jefferson Village Council and Geneva City Coun-
cil, a member of the Jefferson Jaycees he served as a District 
1-D and Region 1 Director. Larry was a 28-year member of the 
Ashtabula Elks Lodge 208 where he served as a Trustee, Offi-
cer, and Past Exalted Ruler. He also served 
as District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler of 
the Ohio Elks. Larry was made a life mem-
ber of the Elks organization. 

Mr. Sonstein is survived by his wife 
of 51 years, Margaret “Peggie” (Doug-
lass) Sonstein; two sons, Michael Robert 
(Jodi Peterson) Sonstein and Mark Dou-
glass (Sharon Hajek) Sonstein; plus five 
grandchildren, Michelle Renee, Michael 
Joseph, Benjamin David, Andrew Thom-
as, and Cassandra Ann; and brother, Jef-

frey Sonstein (Batya Billinkoff). 
He was preceded in death by his parents.  

Published by the Star Beacon on July 23, 2017

James L. Stogdale, SMA ’65 (PG)

Churchville, VA.  
James Lewis Stogdale, 71, 
husband of Linda Shephard 
Stogdale, passed away on 
Sunday, October 15, 2017 

at his home.
Jim was born on May 8, 1946, a 

son of Aldon Glasgow and Ruth Mor-
rison Stogdale.  He attended Robert E. 
Lee High School, Staunton Military 
Academy, and East Tennessee State 
University. He was a Navy veteran.

Jim was an avid model train enthusiast, a lover of motorcycle 
rides through the beautiful Shenandoah Valley, and he loved play-
ing bluegrass music on his guitar. He delighted many in the last 
twenty years as he played the role of Santa 
Claus for many civic and family gatherings.

Jim never knew a stranger and was a 
friend to all with whom he came in con-
tact. He retired from the Staunton City 
Sheriff’s Office in 2011.

Surviving in addition to his wife is a 
sister, Carol S. Lown of Harrisonburg; a 
daughter, Angela Sue Johnson and her 
husband Jason of Bristol, Tennessee; two 
granddaughters, Abigail Leigh and Sophie 
Elizabeth Johnson; and a number of nieces and nephews.

Memorials may be made to the Augusta Regional SPCA, 
P. O. Box 2014, Staunton, VA, 24402.

Published in The News Leader from Oct. 16 to 
Oct. 19, 2017

Wayland Thomas Pond, III

Cadet Reddicks in 1960.

Larry Sonstein

Cadet Sonstein in 1962.

Cadet Stogdale in 1965.

James L. Stogdale.
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William George Thompson, Jr., SMA ‘51

William G. Thompson, age 85, 
of Micco, FL died on June 25, 2018. 
Formerly of Pittsburgh, PA, born on 
March 9, 1933; raised in Millvale; 
spent many years in Glenshaw be-
fore moving to Clearwater, FL in 
1970. Bill was the son of the late Ev-
elyn (Miller) Thompson and the late 
and famous Dr. William G. Thomp-
son of Millvale. 

Bill attended Staunton Military 
Academy from 1946 through 1949, graduated from Kiski 
Prep in 1951, and graduated from Geneva College in 1955. 
He served in the Navy from 1956 to 1958 at Pearl Harbor. 

Bill’s early employment was with the Pittsburgh branch 
of the Alling and Cory Paper Co., metallurgical dept. at U.S. 
Steel; then worked as a dept. mgr. for S.S. Kresge/K-Mart for 
nearly 30 years. His hobbies were boating on the three rivers 
and Yough lake, bowling, and visiting Civil War battlefields. 
He was also an avid member of the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers fan club beginning when they de-
buted in 1976. 

Bill is survived by his wife of 27 years, Linda; 
his sister, Jean (Richard) Lackey; and his children, 
Debbie (Bill) Newcomer, Cathy (Rick) Speicher, 

Robert (Mary), Debbie 
(Leigh) Simons, and 
Laura (Scott) Barron; 
and 11 grandchildren 
and 6 great-grandchil-
dren. He was preceded 
in death by his brother, 
David. 

Bill’s family suggests dona-
tions in his memory to the William 
Childs Hospice House, 381 Med-
plex Pkwy., Palm City, FL 32907 

Published in Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette from July 12 to July 13, 2018.

Larry Douglas Wheeling, SMA ‘59 

Larry Wheeling was born to 
Ernest and Mildred Wheeling on 
April 16, 1940, in Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina.  His father was a 
policeman, and his mother was a 
homemaker.  He attended Staunton 
Military Academy from the fall of 
1958 through May 1959 and played 
guard for the SMA Championship 
Football Team and was also on the 
varsity baseball squad.  He earned 
a football scholarship to University 

of North Carolina - Chapel Hill but later graduated from the 

University of North Florida with a business degree
Larry proudly served in the Navy for 6 ½ years during the 

Vietnam conflict.   He was stationed in Sasebo Japan, Jack-
sonville FL, and Whidbey Island, WA as a parachute rigger.  

He was married in 1965 and had two daughters, Cyndi 
who is a flight attendant living in Florida and Cheryl, who is 
a human resources specialist and lives in Aurora, CO.  Larry 
was divorced in 1986.

He began his telecommunications career working for 
Southern Bell in 1969 and transferring to Mountain Bell in 
Denver in 1978 as an outside technician.  He had a disabil-
ity retirement in 1991 due to MS, which was diagnosed in 
1988.  Since that time, as a hobby, he would help friends re-
pair telephones.  In the late 80s Larry became interested in the 
Scottish Games (caber toss, sheaf throw, hammer toss, etc.) 
and competed across the country winning many medals and 
ribbons.  As the MS progressed he switched from competing 
to becoming a certified judge.  In 2010 he was elected to the 
Rocky Mountain Scottish Athletic Hall of Fame!!

Larry also had a love of bird hunting which he enjoyed, 
not only for the sport, but being outdoors… often very, very 

early in the mornings.
Cheri Jones and Larry became friends and ul-

timately companions for more than 20 years.   She 
was his full-time caretaker until he moved to a 
nursing facility. Larry gave up his driver’s license 
in 2012 and was homebound.  His friends came to 
play poker with him once a month and, other than 
medical appointments, he did not have much oppor-
tunity for outings.  Occasionally, Cheri would take 
him to Blackhawk (Colorado’s gambling town) to 
play blackjack.  He followed all football, baseball 
and NASCAR events and watched many westerns.  

He was a very kind, gentle man with a slightly quirky sense of 
humor.  We all miss him dearly. 

Larry, 76, died on November 12, 2016, in Littleton, Colo-
rado. He was preceded in death by his father, mother, and his 
brother, Joe, who was a coach at SMA from the fall of 1958 
until May 1960.  He is survived by his loving partner Cheri 
Jones of Lone Tree, Colorado; two daughters Cynthia Chap-
man of Palm Coast, Florida and Cheryl Buecher (Kris) of 
Aurora, Colorado. Cheri’s daughters Wendi Dietrich (Daniel) 
of Sherman Oaks, California and Kristi Leaverton (James) 
of Lake Oswego, Oregon, and three grandchildren. His sis-
ter Doris Hansley of Winston-Salem, North Carolina, and an 
abundance of friends and family also survive him. 

In lieu of flowers the family 
suggests memorials to MS Soci-
ety, P.O.Box 4527, New York, 
NY 10163 or Halcyon Hospice 
& Palliative Care, P.O.Box 177, 
Mead, CO 80542.
Memorial Service
A memorial service was held at 
Lone Tree Library, 10055 Li-
brary Way, Lone Tree, Colora-
do, on December 3, 2016.

William G. Thompson.

 Cadet Thompson in 1949.

Cadet Wheeling in 1959.
 Larry Douglas Wheeling.



QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL

_____ SMA Challenge Coins ............................................. $20.00
_____ SMA Lapel Pins ....................................................... $10.00

_____ Baseball Caps .......................................................... $15.00
Structured Hats: Blue with Gold Lettering

    “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield
Blue with Blue and Gold visor,
    round SMA Patch ............. $20.00

_____ Baseball Caps .......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering

             “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &
Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) ......... $18.00

_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $25.00

_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield .. $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ...... $39.00

_____ Jackets:   M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield ...................... $75.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ............................... $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch ................... $75.00

_____ Blue Pull Over Hoodie with STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY
in gold across the chest ............................................ $40.00

_____ Blue zip up Hoodie with full color shield ............... $45.00
_____ Gray Sweat Shirt with Round SMA Patch,

Staunton Military Academy on sleeve in blue ........ $35.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $35.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $40.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA .................. $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $15.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield ......................... $10.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................. $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
   Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope..... $3.00
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................... $13.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................... $15.00
    $71.00 and above ................................................................. $17.00

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the SMA-
VWIL Museum in the former SMA Supply
Room. The form at right should be completed
and mailed, with your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Foundation Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by e-mail at

SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for information, leave
a message, and your call will be returned as
soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be processed by
using the form on page32. Your order will be
shipped when payment is received.

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________Total:

CADET STORE

Pass in Review
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Expiration Date: __________________
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Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309 
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.

SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.(tax exempt) {payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation}
• One Star Membership: ($100.00 for one year, 1 September through 31 August) $ ___________
• Two Star Membership: ($180.00 for two years, (10% off) $ ___________
• Three Star Membership: ($240.00 for three years, (20% off) $ ___________
• Lifetime Membership: ($1,000.00 for lifetime) $ ___________

• SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt): $ __________
The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into
perpetuity. Your donation helps the SMA Alumni Foundation maintain the alumni office, Memorial Wall, archives, web site,
Kablegram-Leader, and the funding of the SMA Alumni Foundation Scholarship Program. For more information on the SMA
Alumni Foundation Scholarship Program, please visit our website at www.sma-alumni.org.
Your contributions are fully tax deductible.

• Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund (tax exempt): $ __________
The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into
perpetuity. Your donation helps the SMA Alumni Foundation maintain the alumni office, Memorial Wall, archives, web site,
Kablegram, and the funding of the SMA Scholarship Program. For more information on the SMA Scholarship Program,
please visit our website at www.sma-alumni.org.
Your contributions are fully tax deductible.
Note. If you are contributing to the TDH Fund, please indicate the breakdown of your contribution.
Educational Scholarships: $ ______________
Program Support: $ ______________

Total: $ ___________

Former Redskins punter headlines
Staunton Military Academy reunion

Published Thursday, Apr. 14, 2016, 10:16 pm in the Augusta Free Press
By Susie Miller, President of Skill Set Partners, LLC

Former Washington Redskins punter Mike Bragg was the keynote speaker for
the Staunton Military Academy Reunion Dinner at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel.
Bragg, a 1964 graduate of SMA, holds the all-time record for most career punts for
the Redskins with 896 from 1968-1979.  He also holds the record for the most punts
in one season at 103.

Bragg grew up a lifelong ‘Skins fan and was drafted in 1968 in the fifth round
from the University of Richmond.  He played all 188 games during his career and in
2002 was named one of the 80 Greatest Redskins.

About Staunton Military Academy.

The Staunton Military Academy was
founded in 1884 and closed in 1976.  The

campus was later purchased by Mary Baldwin University. Today, the Staunton
Military Academy (SMA)/Virginia Women’s Institute  for Leadership (VWIL)
museum is housed on the campus of Mary Baldwin University and contains timeless
information that represent one of America’s distinguished military academies.

The SMA museum has been open for 15 years, and they focus on informing
the community of the legacy of SMA cadets and how those traditions are being
passed on to the VWIL cadets. This museum contains information that will forever
remind people of how some of SMA’s alumni have contributed to society. VWIL
and SMA continue to work together to preserve the legacy of SMA and the
museum. VWIL is also celebrating its 20th year with a variety of events.

The SMA museum is open Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays from 1:00
to 4:00 p.m. There is no admission fee for the museum, and appointments can
be scheduled for off-hours visits.

Mike Bragg, Washington Redskins.

-36-

Staunton Military Academy
Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806
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SMA FSMA FSMA FSMA FSMA Foundation, Inc.oundation, Inc.oundation, Inc.oundation, Inc.oundation, Inc.     (payable to: SMA Foundation, Inc.)
•  SMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage FSMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt):und (tax exempt): $___________
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alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity.  Your donation helps the SMA Alumni Foundation
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