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Dennis Oliver entered Staunton Military Academy (SMA) in the fall of 1948 from Norfolk, VA, and 

graduated in 1954.  He then attended the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill for two years before 

entering the world of retail.  He spent 22 years with Sears Roebuck as an assistant manager in several 

locations before retiring in 1976 at the Sears store in Gulfport, MS.  Dennis then worked as manager of a 

department store in Gulfport for two years before becoming a successful salesperson with a Cadillac-

Oldsmobile dealership in that city.  He was sales leader in each of his 19 years there before retiring in 

1997. 

For thirty-five years Dennis has also been an active member of Kiwanis International, a charitable 

organization that concentrates on programs designed to help kids around the world. Local clubs look out 

for their communities and the international organization takes on large-scale challenges, such as fighting 

disease and poverty.   During his years as a Kiwanian, Dennis has been his Club’s President as well as 

Lieutenant Governor and Governor for the Kiwanis district that includes Louisiana, Mississippi, and West 

Tennessee.  Dennis headed up his district’s efforts in two worldwide service projects:  Iodine Deficiency 

Disorders (IDD) in the 1990’s and, more recently, The Elimination Project  

      The IDD project, involved the entire Kiwanis family joining with the United Nations Children's Fund 

(UNICEF) and the U.S. Fund for UNICEF to raise money to support salt iodization and help eliminate 

iodine deficiency in children around the world.  The program also included testing and monitoring, along 

with community outreach and education. UNICEF has hailed this project as one of the greatest public 

health triumphs of the 20th century.  Kiwanis International raised US$108 million to help virtually 

eliminate IDD which had put one-third of the children of the world at risk.  Through the dedication and 

hard work of the Kiwanis family, not only in raising money but also in raising awareness of the problem 



and motivating governments and industry to act, millions of children have been protected against the 

invisible but devastating effects of iodine deficiency.   

      The Eliminate Project, which is ongoing as of 2017, targets Maternal and Neonatal Tetanus (MNT). 

Kiwanis International and UNICEF again joined forces to eliminate MNT - a deadly disease that steals 

the lives of 34,000 innocent babies and a significant number of women each year. In many countries, 

deliveries of babies take place in unhygienic circumstances, putting mothers and their newborn babies at 

risk of a variety of life-threatening infections.  MNT has been among the most common life-threatening 

consequences of unclean deliveries and umbilical cord care practices, and is an indicator of inequity in 

access to immunization and other maternal, newborn, and child health services. When tetanus develops, 

mortality rates are extremely high, especially when appropriate medical care is not available. Tetanus 

cannot be eradicated (tetanus spores are present in the environment worldwide), but through immunization 

of children, mothers, other women of reproductive age and through the promotion of more hygienic 

deliveries and cord care practices, MNT can be eliminated (defined as less than one case of neonatal 

tetanus per 1000 live births in every district).  Kiwanis International, through its local Kiwanis families, 

will raise $110 million to eliminate MNT. 

Following Hurricane Katrina in 2005, Dennis was the point of contact for Kiwanian volunteers from 

Louisiana, Mississippi, and West Tennessee, identifying opportunities for assistance with the recovery 

efforts in coastal Mississippi. In addition, Dennis and his wife, Ame, opened their home to 142 members 

to stay with them at different times while working in the Gulfport area. 

Separately from his Kiwanis activities, Dennis has also served in his local community by volunteering at 

the Lynn Meadows Discovery Center and the de l’Eppe Deaf Center as well as being on the following 

Boards: 

             Wings Performing Arts at Lynn Meadows Discovery Center, Gulfport, MS 

             De l’Eppe Deaf Center, Gulfport, MS 

             Loaned Executives – South Mississippi United Way 

            Gulf Coast Rescue Mission, Biloxi, MS 

Because of his 500+ hours of volunteer work locally and nationally, Dennis received the President’s 

Volunteer Service Award with Gold Pin in 2011 (President Obama).  In 2012, after having served on 

several Kiwanis International Committees including Member Growth, Public Relations, and Children’s 

Service, Dennis was elected as a Trustee on the Kiwanis International Board.  It was a three-year 

assignment in which he had the “opportunity and privilege to travel throughout the world representing 

Kiwanis.” 

In 2017, Dennis will start serving on the Kiwanis Children’s Fund in Indianapolis, Indiana, helping 

Kiwanians change kids' lives - often in ways that would otherwise remain beyond the resources of local 

clubs and districts.  The vision of the Children’s Fund is to extend Kiwanians’ impact and to make sure 

those gifts received help children in many places and many ways such as The Eliminate Program, disaster 

relief grants, Kiwanis District grants, and scholarship opportunities. Further he states that he will run again 

for another term on the International Board. 



Dennis and Ame and have four daughters, ten grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. 

 

http://www.kiwanis.org/ and http://www2.kiwanis.org/childrensfund and Interview with Mr. Oliver 

Edits by Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59 


