A NETIT
> Firy

) Whe Rablegram -Leader,

SMA/VWIL Alumni Newsletter z
Published by the Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation ¢ Staunton, Virginia %,
June 2017

Led by 1967 “Honor Class”, over 100 “Old Boys” Return to the Hill

One hundred-one “Old Boys” and five faculty and staff members attended the 2017 Staunton Military Academy All-Class Reunion on
the “Hill” in Staunton, Virginia this April 7th and 8th. When you add in their guests, 196 people enjoyed the reunion in the beautiful Shenan-
doah Valley. Honors for the oldest class went to the graduates from 1945, represented by Ralph and Ann Sebrell of Harrisonburg, Virginia.
Honors for the highest participation went to the Honor Class of 1967, with 24 graduates present. It should be noted that this is an all-time
reunion record for participation by a 50" Anniversary Honor Class.

Left to Right: Michael Wright, Bruce Isenberg, Anthony Smith, Harold Leach, John Ricca, Chip Pfister, Peter Mahoney, Stan Lesniak,
Bob Parker, Tom Howie, Peter Velde, Jack Dickerson, Bob Chisholm, John Willis, Roller Shipplett, Jan Clifford, James McCool, Larry
Atkinson, Rob Norton, Eric Gechter, Don Cross, and Bob Durrett.

The festivities began on Friday afternoon with a demonstration by the VWIL Howie Rifle Honor Drill Team and a presentation of two
new Memorial Wall plaques. The new plaques were dedicated to Garland Haddock, former Headmaster and faculty member and Lt. Col.
John Cleveland, former Commandant of Cadets and faculty member. To conclude the Memorial Wall ceremony, the names of the SMA

graduates who had passed away since the 2016 Reunion were read to the sounding of our old Mess
Hall bell. Activities were closed by a 21-gun salute from a rifle squad of VWIL cadets. IN s I nE TH I s Is s UE
Saturday morning began with our annual business meeting, in which we elected officers, added
new board members, and discussed several items of interest to the assembled alumni. T ) R —
Atnoon, the festivities continued with a joint SMA/VWIL Review on the old SMA parade ground. | Reflections 2
As has been done so many times before, the “Old Boys” formed up on the asphalt, marched down the | Briefly 3
hill (past Kable Hall and Memorial Hall), crossed the road, descended to the parade ground (doing their | | atters & eMailS.......n...omoreeees, 45
best to stay in step), and retired to the sideline for the presentation of scholarships and awards. Closing Reflections from our Chanlain.... 6
the event, the VWIL Corps conducted a “Pass-In-Review” in front of a long line of SMA graduates piam....
and their guests. SMA Sword 6
Later that evening, the banquet was held in the large ball room at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel. | Legacy 7-11
Thanks to the generosity of several of its members, the SMA Alumni Foundation was able to invite | Above and Beyond ... 12
20 VWIL cadets to join us at our tables. To say the least, their presence was illuminating. We learned QCDS e BaCK oo 13
a great deal about the VWIL program, the connections between VWIL and SMA, and the individual .
plans of our cadet guests. Reunion 2017...........ccccuc.... 13-19
The evening’s speaker was Retired Brigadier General Jeffrey G. Smith, SMA 72, the Dean of | VWIL ROTC 19
Faculty and Deputy Superintendent for Academics at the Virginia Military Institute. Since leaving | VWIL 20-23
SMA, General Smith graduated from VMI and accepted a commission in the U.S. Army. His mili- | yaps 23-30
tary career spanned 33 years, and he retired in 2013 as Deputy Commanding General of Army Cyber T 31
Command. His speech was insightful, and at the conclusion, he surprised and delighted the crowd L mmmmmm—
by picking up a guitar, then a harmonica with which he serenaded us with folk songs. The resulting | DUES/INHAtIVES ..ovvvrrrsvrvcce 32
standing ovation was memorable! © Copyright 2017
The 2018 reunion will be held on April 13th and 14th at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel in downtown Staunton Military Academy
Staunton. Alumni Foundation Inc.
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REFLEGTIONS FROM THE HILL

May 11,2017

Staunton Military Academy closed its
door 41 years ago. But the spirit of the
academy lives in those of us that attend-
ed or were associated with the academy
in other ways. This spirit was reflected in
the fact that 101 alumni attended the 2017
reunion on April 7-8.

Many wonderful moments occurred this
year as a number of first-year attendees
added to our numbers. I learned more
about Ohio State football than I ever want-
ed to know. We placed two new memori-
als on the Wall. Some of the older alums, which I guess includes
all of us, commented that they thought Mary Baldwin was making
the hills steeper. We gave out a number of scholarships to VWIL
cadets. Harry Bruckno met the EC Glass player that he allegedly
clipped in the 1961 opening game. Tommy Vames got to meet face
to face his hero Lennie Rosenbluth as did many of the rest of us.
I am still trying to figure out how he could have scored 76 points
against Ferrum College. But we all know that he was a legend in
his time. I meet people all over Staunton that went out of their
way to see him play. Lennie was one of the five persons added to
the SMA Hall of Fame. At the banquet at the Stonewall Jackson,
General Jeff Smith was an entertaining surprise. He completed
his humorous talk by grabbing a guitar and harmonica to sing us a
little ditty. Jay Nedry said that this wasn’t his first gig.

My one regret was that I was introduced as the only member of
the 1961 Championship team in attendance. But I understand that
George Lowry came in late and left early. Therefore, I never saw
him. I was disappointed when I heard that he had been there.

One of the great features of these reunions is that we not only
meet older and younger alums that had the same experience, we
also get to see classmates. We were little boys together, but grew
into men of character. My belief is that with all the travails that we
experienced at SMA, character was our biggest takeaway.

Finally, a sad note, Marino’s closed at the end of April for the
last time. The last week was standing room only. The musicians
are seeking a new place to play. I don’t believe it will be the same.
There were parts of the aura that just cannot be duplicated. It was
a step back in time.

Tom Davis, SMA ‘62

President, SMA Alumni Foundation



BRIEFLY...

Scholarship Announcement

The SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Directors wishes to announce that George Shiarella ‘53 and Kelly McGa-
vock ‘59 will join the Legacy Scholarship Search Committee starting in September 2017. George has been actively
involved with his alma mater, The University of Pittsburg; in developing scholarship programs, and Kelly has been
active in SMA alumni affairs, most particularly with Hall of Fame and the Memorial Wall. We welcome them and
their expertise to this endeavor.

Kablegram-Leader Announces a new Column
Beginning with this issue, the Kablegram-Leader will include a new column titled “Reflections from our
Chaplain™. (See page 6.) The column will consist of a series of short sermonettes written by Richard Henderson,
SMA ’63, our SMA Alumni Foundation Chaplain.
Editor’s note: Thank you, Rich, for your continuous hard work and concern for us all.

Hall of Fame Update

The SMA Alumni Foundation has announced that a formal process is now in place for future nominations to
the SMA Hall of Fame. The process is similar to the Memorial Wall nomination process.

At this year’s reunion, the Board added five new members to the SMA Hall of Fame: Brig. Gen. Jeftfrey Smith,
SMA °72, Jay Nedry, SMA ‘69, Bruce Crump, SMA 75, Brooks Holstein, SMA ‘73, and Lennie Rosenbluth, SMA °53.

Deadline for the September Kablegram-Leader.
We plan to publish the Fall issue of the Kablegram-Leader in September of 2017. The deadline for submissions
is August 15th.

Dates Announced for the 2018 Reunion
The SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Directors has announced that the 2018 Reunion will be conducted April
13-15, 2018. Please mark your calendar, and make plans to attend.

Dates Announced for September Face-to-Face Board Meeting
Tom Davis, SMA Alumni Foundation President, announced that the September Face-to-Face board meeting
will be conducted in Staunton, VA on September 22nd and 23rd.

SMA Alumni Foundation Launches new website

Our Webmaster, Mark Orr, SMA °73, has released our new SMA Alumni Foundation website. You can find it
online by going to www/sma-alumni.org.
Please take a look, and send any comments/suggestions to Mark at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org.



LETTERS AND EMAILS

To: Fellow SMAAF Board Members, March 7, 2017
From: Mark Orr, SMA Webmaster

As indicated previously, I created the Hall of Fame page back in 1999 and have added names to it subjectively with no defined criteria
or induction process; basically, it was a judgement call. This was fine for the most part, but it needed to be formalized and the inductees
recognized in a special way. It makes sense to have a nomination process and cycle very similar to what we've set-up with the Memorial
Wall plaques. For the HoF inductees, we would recognize the previous year’s inductees at the reunion banquet. I propose we recognize the
following 2016 HoF inductees during the banquet this year (bios available at SMA website):

MILITARY

1. Jeffrey G. Smith, Jr., SMA ’72 (reunion speaker)
BUSINESS / ENTREPENEUR

2. D. Brooks Holstein, SMA °73 (attending)
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

3. Bruce Crump, SMA 75 (deceased)

4. Jay C. Nedry, SMA °69 (Reunion MC; attending)
COMMUNITY SERVICE / EDUCATION

5. John Popson, SMA ’52 (not registered/not attending)

As stated in the quote from Col. Moon in the Hall of Fame Criteria: “For decades, SMA was the most prestigious military preparatory
school in the world. The entire program exceeded infinitely all others at its level. SMA’s magnificent array of alumni attests to the substance
of its program. In every walk of life, SMA’s graduates have excelled and continue to do so in government, business, entertainment, sports, and
law”

Up to this point, the names included on the HoF were put there based on research by both myself and Kelly McGavock and our subjective
criteria on whether we felt they were deserving. Some may agree, others may disagree, but that is a different discussion. I also recognize that
many on this email distro are equally as worthy and deserving of recognition by being inducted into the SMA HoF and, therefore, I invite the
members to spread the wealth by nominating someone or many on or off the BoD for induction during the next cycle(s). I did not feel it would
look right to have anyone from the current BoD to be recognized this year as we kick this off . . . just from appearance sake.

I also invite each of you to look at the Hall of Fame page (http://www.sma-alumni.org/halloffame.htm) and the 132 members that are
currently listed, including this year’s inductees, with bios for each one. The category breakdown looks like this:

Politics/Government Service/Law: 15
Military: 30

Sports: 33

Business/Entrepreneur: 15

Arts & Entertainment: 19
Community Service/Education: 20

Lastly, I want to publically acknowledge the tremendous work and effort Kelly McGavock has provided with this effort, especially in
doing the research and developing the individual bios on many of the existing inductees.

Thank you.
TDH,

Mark Orr, SMA ‘73
SMA Alumni Foundation, Webmaster

To: SMA Alumni Foundation April 10, 2017
From: Cadet 1st Captain Kayla Dianiels

Thank you so much for the SMA Kable Legion of Honor award. And thank you for your continued support for the young women
in VWIL. Ireally appreciate it.

Thank you,
Cadet 1st Captain Kayla Daniels



LETTERS AND EMAILS ...

To: SMA Alumni Foundation April 11, 2017
From: Cadet Mallory Townsend

Dear SMA Alumni,

I would like to thank you for allowing me to be a part of your wonderful banquet on Saturday. To dine and have fellowship with some
of SMAS finest was definitely an honor and an experience that I will never forget. It is always a joy to sit and retain so much knowledge and
wisdom from people that you adore. So, thank you for everything, and God Bless you all! Here, here!

Very Respectfully,
Cadet Mallory Townsend

To: SMA Alumni Foundation April 15,2017
From: Dianne Rosenbluth

Dear Arlene,

A week goes by far too fast. This time last week, we were having a lovely time with you, your husband, and the other SMA alumni.
Although it was Lennie€’s first return back to celebrate a reunion with others, it will be far from the last.

We are so appreciative to you for the classic window display in the museum. Lennie was so struck and stunned with the display. We
appreciate all of your efforts.

Sincerely,
Dianne Rosenbluth

To: SMA Alumni Foundation April 17,2017
From: Cadet Erika Ankiewitz

Dear SMA Alumni Foundation,

I am truly humbled and thankful for being presented with the SMA Alumni Leadership Award and generous grant at the VWIL parade
on April 8th.

It was such an honor to be present at the SMA banquet and an incredible opportunity to meet the alumni. Ilearned a great deal of what SMA
was all about and what it continues to become. The history and heritage of SMA will continue to be recognized in the VWIL Corps of Cadets.

Very respecttully,
Cadet Erika Ankiewitz

To: SMA Alumni Foundation April 26,2017
From: George Dunigan, SMA ‘64

Arlene,

A few months ago my pal, Jay Nedry, called and mentioned to me that a dear friend of his and to all of our SMA family had not been
feeling well and was now living in an extended care facility in Upper Sandusky, Ohio. The friend was Harold Paul “Herk” Wolfe.

The town of Upper Sandusky is located directly north of Columbus and takes a couple of hours to drive from my home. I told Jay I would
try to find some time to visit Herk. Before I was able to arrange time, I was notified that Herk had died. To say the least, I felt awful for not
getting there to visit Herk before he passed.

I spoke with Jay, Arlene, and Tom Davis and told them I would be very proud to represent the SMA Alumni Foundation and attend HerKk’s
wake. Itook with me a small SMA flag to hopefully display with his flowers or at his grave site.

I arrived early for the showing and was pleasantly surprised to see the line at the funeral parlor to be a long one. I waited in line for a half
hour or so to offer my condolences and those from the “OLD BOYS” of SMA.

As T approached HerK’s family (two daughters, two sons, and his wife, Patti), I introduced myself and spoke to his daughters first. Their
reaction as amazing. They looked at me and said “You’re from SMA !! Oh my gosh, Dad loved SMA !! We are thrilled you are here!! Look
Mom, George is here from SMA !!!I” As I chatted with his daughters, HerK’s sons came over to where we were standing and thanked me and
SMA for attending. I had the flag in my hand and they looked at it and said “That’s going in Dad’s casket!”

As I was leaving, one of Herk’s daughters asked if I knew how close Herk was to the Dana Family. Jay had shared that with me; so I said
yes. I was then told that Randy Dana’s wife was there. Randy was a classmate of mine in ‘64 and passed away suddenly a number of years
ago. I went over to introduce myself to Mrs. Dana. We realized we live within a few minutes of each other in Columbus! I also met Randy’s
daughter and his brand new grand baby. The synchronicity of life never ceases to amaze me. When I saw HerKk’s sons at this year’s reunion
banquet, they told me “the last thing to go into Dad’s casket was the SMA flag”

I was very honored to represent SMA that day and so pleased with the opportunity to honor a true SMA Legend.

George Dunigan, SMA ‘64
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Reflections From Our Chaplain

A Quarterly Sermonette

“TRAPEZE”
By Rev. R. A. Henderson, ‘63

Sometimes I feel that my life is a series of trapeze swings. [’m either hanging on to a trapeze bar swinging along or, for a
few moments in my life, I’'m hurtling through space in between trapeze bars. Most of the time, I spend my life hanging on for
dear life to my trapeze-bar-of-the-moment. It carries me along a certain steady rate of swing and I have the feeling that I'm in
control of my life. I know all of the right questions and even some of the right answers.

But once in a while, as I’'m merrily (or not so merrily) swinging along, I look ahead of me into the distance, and what do |
see? I see another trapeze bar swinging toward me. It’s empty, and I know that this new trapeze bar has my name on it. It is
my next step, my growth, my future. In my heart-of-hearts I know that for me to grow, I must release my grip on the present,
well-known bar to move to the new one.

Each time it happens to me, I hope (no, I pray) that [ won’t have to grab the new one. But in my mind I know that I must
totally release my grasp on my old bar, and for some moment in time hurtle across space before I can grab onto the new bar. And
each time I am filled with terror. It doesn’t matter that in all my previous hurtles across the void of unknowing, I have always
made it. Each time I am afraid I will miss and I will fall.

And so for an eternity that can last a microsecond or a thousand lifetimes, I soar across the dark void of, “the past is gone,
the future is not yet here.” It’s called transition. I have noticed that, in our culture, this transition zone is looked upon as a ‘non-
thing’, a no-place between places. Sure the old trapeze-bar was real, and that new one coming towards me, well, I hope that’s
real too. But what about that void in between? That’s just a scary confusing disorienting ‘nowhere’ that must be gotten through.
What a waste to view it that way!

Let go of the trapeze. Let God give you flight. Put yourself in the hands of the One who can keep you from falling. See
if you can find new life in that transition space between the trapezes. Try to loosen your grip on the comfortable and reach for
God’s hand. And God will fill in those in between spaces, so you can find peace there. God will bless you as you try to pry your
hands off that old, familiar trapeze and find life. Attend the house of worship of your Choice this Sunday and every Sunday.
Learn how to soar!

SMA SWORD

SMA ALUMNI AND THEIR FAMILIES ARE ENCOURAGED TO
CONSIDER DONATING THEIR SMA SWORD TO

VWIL CORPS OF CADETS.
By Mark Dougherty, SMA 72

For many years, SMA alumni have been donating their swords to the VWIL Corps of Cadets with little or no rec-
ognition. To correct this oversight, the SMA Alumni Foundation (SMAAF) Board is developing a program to formal-
ly recognize and show appreciation for the donation of an SMA sword in a ceremony during the parade on Saturday
April 14 at the SMA Reunion in Staunton, VA.

If you have an SMA sword you are encouraged to consider donating it to the VWIL Corps of Cadets. Donation of
your SMA sword to VWIL not only meets a very real need, it is also a very noble way for you or your family to help
carry on our legacy as VWIL Cadets march proudly with your former sword.

Please give this some thought and watch for future articles on this matter. If you are interested in assisting me in
putting this program together please let me know.

PLEASE DO NOT SEND YOUR SWORD TO OUR MUSEUM OR TO VWIL UNTIL THIS PROGRAM HAS BEEN
FINALIZED. THANKS!



SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND PROJECT
Updated as of April 30, 2017

By Peter Birckhead ‘73 @ peterbirckhead@gmail.com @ 713-819-1980

WE HAVE NOW EXCEEDED $1 MILLION IN DONATIONS!

Thanks to all of our alumni who have generously given to the Legacy Fund, we have now exceeded $1 Million
in donations, pledges, and life insurance death benefit designations. While monies and donations continue to come in
for the Legacy Fund, both in donations to the Heritage Fund (supporting the SMA Alumni Efforts, The SMA/VWIL
Museum and the new SMA Scholarship Program) and donations to the Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund (supporting The
VWIL Program), we are now 40 months into our campaign and really need your help to reach our goal of $1.5 Mil-
lion!. So please consider a donation, and make it today either by mailing a check or going on line to www.sma-alum-

ni.org. and using a credit card.

THANKS TO THESE DONORS WHO HAVE MADE THIS POSSIBLE:

(Levels of Giving and Recognition Designations)

$150,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Regina and Barry Longyear ’60 *(IRA Beneficiary Desig-
nation) (Longyear TDH VWIL Scholarship and bricks)
$100,000+ (KABLE SOCIETY)
Peter Worth 57 (cash and pledge) (w/benches, WWI Mon-
ument Restoration, Museum Signage Package sponsorship,
Flag and Flag Pole upkeep sponsorship and SMA Eagle
sponsorship) *
$50,000+ (FIRST CAPTAIN)
Jack Dalbo ‘68 (pledge) *
George R. Shiarella 48 (SMA Scholarship Named)
$45,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Bill Bissett *74 (w/bench sponsorship) *
$40,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Anonymous ’74 *
$35,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Robert and Emily Parrino ’75 * (w/SMA Scholarship)
$25,000+ (CAPTAIN)
Tilford Jones ’76 (Life Insurance Beneficiary Designation)
$10,000+ (LIEUTENANT)
John Conomikes °50 * ( SMA Eagle, Brochure sponsorship
and SMA Scholarship)
Fileno Digregorio Foundation
Fredrick Hazlewood ’65 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Richard Henderson ‘63 (pledge) *
Patricia and Herk Wolfe ’49 (w/bench sponsorship and
Howie Bust sponsorship) *
$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR)
Anonymous ‘62
Larry Atkinson ‘67
H. Clark Cockrell ’61 (w/bench sponsorship)
Thomas A. Davis *62 *
John Fuog >70 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
John Michael Garner ’53 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)

$5,000+ (SERGEANT MAJOR) CONT.
Tom Phillips *74 (w/bench sponsorship and in Honor of
Lola Kable) *
Bob Poovey ’60 *
Jim Rice 63 (w/bench and Cannon Restoration sponsorship) *
H. Roller Shipplett ’67 (brochure, transcripts copy and
new website sponsorships ) *
John (Jack) Vaughan III 69 (w/bench and SMA Eagle
sponsorship) *
$4,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Steve Bond ’61 (w/ bench sponsorship) *
Stuart Smith ‘48
$3,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Carter Condon (Patron) *
Kevin J. Gorman 70 * (w/SMA sponsorship)
Charles R. Jenkins °53 *
John Nolde ’63 *
Leslie Taylor 66 * (w/SMA Eagle sponsorship)
Virginia Windley (Don) 70 *
$2,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Joanie and John Antonelli (deceased) 61 *
Eugene K. Ehmann ‘74
Joseph Ritok ’66 *
$2,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Hubert N. Hoffman ’62 *
Deborah Lee (in memory of her husband Frank Lee 52
and w/bench sponsorship)
Floyd Ostrom ’62 (pledge) *
$1,500+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)
Michael Byington 61 * (deceased)
Lucius Chapin ‘66
Burdette Holmes ’62 *
Allen Jones 48 *
Ronald and Susan Yates (Patron) *



SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND cont.

$1,000+ (SERGEANT FIRST CLASS)

Peter Birckhead 73 *

Dr. Randy Blackburn 72

William Gershen 58

Charlie Drumbheller 66 (w/Cannon Restoration sponsorship)
Joseph A. Frank Jr. ’68 *

Robert Horvath 47 *

Warren Hutton 75 *

George Jennings 64 (w/bench and SMA Eagle sponsorship) *
Gary Jones *64 (w/bench sponsorships)

Anthony C. Korvas’59

Steve Landa ’63 *

David Marshall >72 *

Robert Norton 67

Mark Orr 73 *

Tim Scheel *73 (w/brochure sponsorship) *

Ralph Sebrell °45

David Shipula 73

Peter Stark 50 *

Louis Stathis >70 *

Frederick Walton ‘33

$500+ (BENEFACTOR)

Robert Bennett ‘45

John Browne, Jr. 64 (w/bench sponsorship)

Peter Brown ’66 * (with SMA Scholarship)

Robert Cauthen ‘64

Randolph Dodge PG ’64 (w/bench sponsorship) *
Judith Griffin (in memory of her husband Fred Benson
Griffin °57)

Jay Horwitt “64 (w/bench sponsorship)

Mrs. Robert Horvath Memory of Robert Horvath ‘47
Alexander Smith Howard ’45 *

John C. Lucy ’76 *

Gale and Duke Myers ’60 *

David Rhodes ‘72

Victor Rosenberg 56 *

Al Rossy ’74 (w/bench sponsorship) *

Edmund Smith ‘76

Stephen L. Taylor ‘63

Bruce Thomas *74 (w/bench sponsorship)

Donald Westbrook 69 (w/SMA Eagle Sponsorship)

* Multi-Year and/or Repeat Donors

Thanks to all of these alumni who have supported the Legacy Fund Project. Your donations have helped to ensure the
memories, traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into perpetuity. Your donations have helped our alumni foundation to
continue to provide scholarships and support for organizations (such as the VWIL Program at MBU) that exemplify our core
values of Truth, Duty, and Honor. And finally your donations have helped support the new SMA Scholarship Program.

The listing above represents only 20% of living alumni. There are still 80% of those of you who have not made a dona-
tion! Please consider a gift to the Legacy Fund. No amount is too small and all donations are fully tax deductible. It is easy to
donate, just contact me directly and we can discuss all options available to help you. Peter Birckhead, SMA 73, peterbirck-
head@gmail.com or 713-819-1980.

Editor’s Note.: The donor list has been truncated at the $500 level, because of the large size of this issue. The full list will be
reproduced in the next issue.

Brocky Nicely and Jay Nedry Become Lifetime Members
of the SMA Alumni Foundation

MAY 15,2017

Brocky Nicely, SMA ’65 and Jay Nedry, SMA ’69 both
received their gifted, Lifetime Memberships in the SMA
Alumni Foundation at this year’s annual banquet. Present-
ing Nicely’s membership plaque is Peter Birckhead, Trea-
surer of the foundation. (See picture to right.) Jay Nedry
was presented with his certificate by Tom Davis, President _ -
of the Foundation. (No picture is available.) ., WA

Brocky Nicely, SMA 65 receives a
Lifetime Membership in the SMA Foundation.




SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LEGACY FUND cont.

SMA Legacy Scholarship Program is Now Accepting Applications

We are looking for good applicants, and someone you know may be one of them.

By
George Mastroianni, SMA ‘73

The word “legacy” comes from the Latin verb legare, which means to appoint by last will. Common usage today is to leave
a “legacy” behind — to bequeath something to succeeding generations. During its existence, Staunton Military Academy had an
immense impact on many young men and boys. Most of us who called North, South, Kable Hall, or the Junior School our home
away from home were affected by our experiences on the Hill — some mildly, some profoundly, most positively, and sadly, some
negatively. But there is no denying that SMA affected us, and judging by the accomplishments of many of our distinguished
alumni, our school has had a very positive impact on the world. In a sense, then, we are SMA’s legacy — we and those before
and after us in the line are what SMA left for future generations. But there is an end of that line, and no one will come after us.

When it comes to lives, we have but one and the tens of thousands will soon be a distant and fading memory for the last
graduate of SMA. What will happen when we are all gone? We immensely value and appreciate the connection that has been
established with VWIL and the energy the VWIL cadets put into preserving our symbols and traditions. If you haven’t sat down
and talked with some of them at a reunion you need to — they are amazing young women. We should all be proud to have SMA’s
legacy entwined with VWIL’s. Hopefully VWIL will be around for a long time after we are gone and will continue to thrive and
to cherish their connection with SMA.

About eighteen months ago, Ed Morse ’59 floated the idea of developing a national scholarship program that would also
help to perpetuate the legacy of SMA. A committee was formed, lawyers were consulted, meetings were held, donuts were eaten
and coffee guzzled, and eventually we gave up on the whole idea as hopelessly complicated and completely unworkable. We
gave each other participation trophies and went our separate ways. Only kidding. The committee part is true, though, and the
members (Ed Morse ’59; Rich Henderson *63; Peter Birckhead ‘73; George Mastroianni *73; and Bob Parrino *74) worked like
galley slaves to create and instantiate the SMA Alumni Foundation Legacy Scholarship Program, which is now up and running,
or at least ambling along.

The basic facts about the program are contained in the aptly-named Fact Sheet, which is reproduced below. Most of us hate it
when people read PowerPoint slides to us, so [ won’t repeat what you can read in the Fact Sheet, but [ would like to draw your at-
tention to a few things. First of all, ANYONE who meets the requirements outlined on the Fact Sheet may apply. We want to cast
a wide net, because the more people who learn about and apply to the program, the more the memory of SMA is kept alive and
is spread. Second, our focus as a committee has been to perpetuate the legacy of SMA by rewarding EXCELLENCE in young
people and fostering commitment to our core values: TRUTH, DUTY, HONOR. The scholarship application process requires
high school students desiring our support to help fund their college education to provide evidence of all-round excellence, and
to articulate in a clear and coherent way what “Truth, Duty, Honor” means to them and how these values have shaped their lives.
Your Selection Committee will take very seriously the responsibility of identifying recipients for these scholarships of whom all
of us will be proud. If we don’t have applicants that meet our standards, we’ll roll the funding over until we do have recipients
of whom we can be proud. We will share brief biographical sketches of the recipients in the fall issue of the Kablegram-Leader.
Finally, the scholarship program is designed to survive us: we have created and will continue to create policies, procedures, and
guidelines that can be implemented by responsible third parties after we are gone.

The Legacy Scholarship Program is now one of three webpages linked together on the Alumni Foundation site. The commit-
tee that developed this program asks you to consider doing one or more of the following four things: 1) Take a few minutes to go
to the site, click all the buttons, look at the application form, and experience the impression of SMA it creates. 2) Find a deserv-
ing person or three who might be interested in applying for a scholarship, and send them a note with the link and an invitation
to apply. 3) Consider getting involved - we’ll be rotating one person off the Selection Committee annually, so if you might like
to step up and be part of the process, contact one of us. 4) Consider making a tax-deductible donation to the Legacy Scholarship
Program. We are off to a good start with donations thus far but we are convinced that as we continue to spread the word we will
have even more interest in helping the cause and more importantly more and more highly qualified and deserving applicants.
The more we can support, the more people there will be in the world to think fondly of SMA and what it has done for them.



Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402-0958 (800) 627-5806 = smaalumni@msn.com

FACT SHEET

STAUNTON MILITARY ACADEMY ALUMNI FOUNDATION
LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

WHAT IS IT?

A scholarship program intended to perpetuate the legacy of our school, Staunton
Military Academy (SMA). SMA was a special place for many young men from 1884
until 1976. Through this scholarship program, the alumni of SMA hope to preserve the
memory of our school and what it has meant to all of us, by helping young people who
share the values and ideals for which SMA stood.

WHAT ARE THE TERMS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP?

Up to four scholarships with a minimum value of $1,500 will be awarded annually.
These awards will be renewable for up to four years.

WHO MAY APPLY?

We invite applications from high-school seniors who are planning to attend two- or
four-year colleges. There is no requirement that students attend a military college, and
no requirement that students enroll in ROTC.

HOW DO I APPLY?

Application instructions may be found at https://www.smascholarship.org/sma-
scholarship-application/. Applicants will be asked to provide a cover letter, two essays,
transcripts, and evidence of acceptance to college. Applications will be evaluated on a
whole-person basis; evidence of commitment to the values embodied in SMA’s
legacy, particularly our motto, “Truth, Duty, Honor” is especially important to us.
Scholarship selections will be based on merit. Applicants who are descendants of
former SMA cadets are especially encouraged to apply.

HOW CAN I FIND OUT MORE?

For more information about SMA and about the Legacy Scholarship Program, please
see https://www.smascholarship.org/. Contact information is available on the website.
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SMA Alumni Foundation
Scholarship Program

Who: Any High School Prospective Graduate accepted to a 4-year or 2-year
accredited institute of higher education.

When: Applications will be accepted for the 2018 school year until June 1,

2018 at www.smascholarship.org. Scholarship awards for the fall semester of
2018 will be made in the summer of 2018 (late June or early July).

Should you like to be the sponsor of a specific scholarship or contribute to the
ongoing pool of funds which will enable your alumni association to award
scholarships in perpetuity, please use the form below.

I, , Class of , would like to donate $
(full name)
by enclosed check (made payable to SMA Alumni Foundation, placing ‘Heritage Fund SMA

Scholarship’ on the memo line.) ; or a pledge as follows:

"1Use my donation to fund the SMA Scholarship Program through the Heritage Fund.

[JUse my donation to establish and fund a named SMA Scholarship Endowment as described
here:

[1Use my donation to fund a onetime award to be given in the next cycle of scholarship awards
as described here:

"1Use my donation to fund multiple awards over multiple cycles of awards as described here:

SMAAA: “Perpetuating the values of Truth, Duty, and Honor”

FOR INFORMATION ON THE SMA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM, CONTACT ED MORSE, CHAIR,
AT ehm2298@gmail.com OR (410) 299-5451. FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MAKING A
DONATION, CONTACT PETER BIRCKHEAD AT peterbirckhead@gmail.com OR (713) 819-1980.

-11-



ABOVE AND BEYOND

SMA Scholarship Program Committee Members

Receive First “Above and Beyond” Award
MAY 15,2017
By Peter Birckhead.

The first “Above and Beyond” Award was presented to committee
members of the SMA Scholarship Committee during this year’s annual
banquet (see photo). The Above and Beyond Award was established by
the SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Directors earlier this year to recog-
nized individuals for going “above and beyond” the call of duty in the giv-
ing of their time, efforts and talents for the betterment of our association.

The first Above and Beyond Award was given to the four founding . —
members of the SMA Scholarship Committee: Ed Morse *59 (Chair), ~Richard Henderson, °63, Ed Morse °59, and George Mastroianni 73
Robert Parrino *75, George Mastroianni *73, and Richardson Henderson =~ W¢® recognized by the “Aboye and Beyond™ award for their efforts
’63. As a result of their efforts, we now have our new SMA Scholarship t© 1aunch the SMA Scholarship Program.

Program completely separate and apart from the other scholarships we (Robert Parrino was unable to attend.)
support and administer to VWIL Cadets. The SMA Scholarship Program is open to any high school graduating senior willing to apply.
The selection committee will be making their first scholarship awards this July to freshmen college students entering the fall semester this
September.
The inscription on the award reads:

In recognition of and heartfelt appreciation for your service and valuable

contribution of time and talent in the creation of the SMA Scholarship

Program. Presented by the SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Directors.
April 8, 2017

For more information, please go to either the SMA Alumni Foundation website at www.sma-alumni.org or the SMA Scholarship website at
www.smascholarship.org.
If you are interested in making a donation to the SMA Scholarship please contract Peter Birckhead, Chairman Legacy Fund Project,

at peterbirckhead@gmail.com or 713-819-1980.

Mark Orr and Gregory Robertson

Receive “Above and Beyond Award”
MAY 15,2017
By Peter Birckhead

The “Above and Beyond Award” was presented to Mark
Orr, SMA °73 and Gregory Robertson, SMA 70 during this
year’s annual banquet (see photo). The Above and Beyond
Award was established by the SMA Alumni Foundation Board
of Directors earlier this year to recognized individuals for going
“above and beyond” the call of duty in the giving of their time,
efforts and talents for the betterment of our association.

Individuals to recognize them for the countless hours they
labored and the numerous details they dealt with in the creation | y ! .
of the new SMA Alumni Foundation website. Thanks to their =~ Mark Orr, SMA °73, receives an “Above and Beyond Award” for his
efforts we now have a state of the art website to deliver our mes-  efforts to create a the new SMA Alumni Foundation website.
sage and handle our cyberspace needs for many years to come. (Gregory Robertson was unable to attend.)

The inscription on the award reads:

In recognition of and heartfelt appreciation for your service and valuable
contribution of time and talent in the creation of the SMA Website.
Presented by the SMA Alumni Foundation Board of Directors

April 8, 2017

W

If you had not a chance to visit our new website, please do so and let us know your thoughts. The website address is www.sma-alumni.org.
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Considering a Donation to the SMA Scholarship Program?

“QCDs are Back!!”

Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) are back - permanently. With the enactment of the PATH Act of
2015 on December 18, 2015, Congress again brought QCDs back to life. QCDs allow IRA owners and bene-
ficiaries who are age 70 % and older to directly transfer up to $100,000 to a charity tax-free. What is different
this time around? QCDs are now permanently available. This ends years of last-minute renewals. In 2017, if
you are over age 70 %2 and charitably inclined, you can count on QCDs being available. You can act now to
integrate this strategy into your long-term planning earlier in the year.

For more information and help please contact Peter Birckhead, SMA ’73 at 713-819-1980 or peterbirck-

head@gmail.com Chairman, Legacy Fund Project, SMAAF.
A @g gacy ] a

REUNION HONOR CLASS OF 1967

Michael Wright, Peter Mahoney, Chip Pfister, John Willis, Chip Pfister, Larry Atkinson, Michael Wright,
John Ricca, Bob Parker, and Roller Shipplett. John Ricca, and Peter Velde.

James McCool, Bob Durrett, Chip Pfister,
Stan Lesniak, Bruce Isenberg, Bob Parker.

Eric Gechter, Bob Durrett, Bruce Isenberg, Eric Gechter, Jerry Isenberg, Bruce Isenberg, James McCool,
Bob Parker, and Harold Leach. Jack Dickerson, Bob Durrett, and Rob Norton.



REUNION 2017 GALLERY

o .. - = ! Al R -

f the VWIL Offices is painted
for every SMA reunion.

Four SMA alumni met for a mini reunion in Covington, LA in
Feb., 2017. L to R: Kelly McGavock, ’59, Brooks Holstein, *73,
Raynald Williams, ’59, and Walter Johnson, ’66.

e T
VOLLEYBALL =
1988 -

CHAMPIONS

? < . - B4 Se
Class of ’73 at the Memorial Wall Ceremony: Mark Orr, Class of ’73 at the Friday Barbeque:

Harry Broere, Tim Scheel, Dave Shipula, Tim Scheel, George Mastroianni, and Mark Orr.
Peter Birckhead, and George Mastroianni.

Bokey Wright, E.C. Glass Linebacker, relives the *61 opening game
with Harry Bruckno, SMA Center. While blocking for the QB on a scoring
run, Harry was called for clipping Bokey, thus calling back a game-winning
touchdown. Bokey doesn’t know about the clip, but he does remember fly-
ing through the air and landing on his back.

SMA Alumni enjoy one last drink at Marino’s Class of *73 outside Marino’s: Peter Birckhead, Dave Shipula,
before closing for good on April 30th. Mark Orr, Tim Scheel, and George Mastroianni.
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REUNION 2017 GALLERY cont.

Larry Atkinson, SMA ’67, and new board member,
traveled from British Columbia.

]

ng the SMA Flag. Led by Col. Kim Langley, Class of ’67,
nearly 100 “Old Boys” march to parade.

VWIL Color Guard crosses Prospect Street carryi

Three BIG guys: David Shipula, 73, Lennie Rosenbluth, ’53, Arlene Nicely registered reunion attendees
and David Tinker, ’69. right up to the last minute.
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REUNION 2017 GALLERY cont.

s | g 4 F
Barry Longyear, SMA ’60, and his wife, Regina, Carol and Richard Henderson, SMA ’63
at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel. (SMA Foundation Secretary/Chaplain).

Before the banquet: Bill Bissett *74, Al Rossy, SMA °74, providing an SMA Raffle

Tom Vames (faculty), and Dave Shipula *73. ticket to Walter Kircher, SMA 70
S
—— 7__,_——'—__'-.—__.—_—-—__.-_— 2
s &

N }lh.\ F \ _— ;
Class of ’69: Col. Kim Langley, Ann and Ralph Sebrell, SMA 45, stand between

Patti and Robert Digiacomo, Marsha and Samuel Walsh. VWIL Cadet SGTs Duncan, Cisneros, and Ajavon. The Sebrells
- represented the oldest class present at the 2017 reunion.

Lennie Rosenbluth, SMA ’53 and Eugene Ehmann,
SMA °74 entering the banquet.

Charles Hnilicka, SMA ’48, VWIL cadet CP Gutierrez,
and H. Roller Shipplet enjoy some before dinner fellowship.
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REUNION 2017 GALLERY cont.

L. p BAT T o
More from Class of ’73: Mark Orr, Peter Birckhead,
and George Mastroianni.

Class of ’62: Jerome Kinsey, Floyd Ostrom, Tom Davis,
Burdette Holmes, Richard Elder, and Larry Hertzberg.

Class of ’47: Rolph Townshend and Frank Allen flank Brig. General Jeffrey Smith, SMA *72
Sheila Reynolds (Mrs. John Reynolds, SMA ’50). makes a point at the reunion banquet.

> i
Brig. General Smith wrapped up his remarks with an fl ":i' il

unforgettable guitar/harmonica senenade. Needless to say, Bill Bissett, SMA ‘74, and George Mastroianni, SMA ‘73
he received a long, standing ovation.




REUNION 2017

YEAR GUEST

NAME

SEBRELL, RALPH L.
ALLEN, FRANK H., JR.
TOWNSHEND, ROLPH
JONES, ALLEN
HNILICKA, CHARLES R.
LOWE, JOHN (JACK)
REYNOLDS, JOHN S.
ROSENBLUTH, LENNIE R.
LAWRENCE, LEE W.
DRACAKIS, MANNY
ERLANGER, ERVIN J.
TAYLOR, ROBERT LEE
PAINTER, AL

PAINTER, SIMON M. JR.
MORSE, EDWARD H., JR.
LONGYEAR, BARRY B.
CONSTABLE, WES G.
BRUCKNO, HARRY
DAVIS, THOMAS A.
ELDER, RICHARD F.
HERTZBERG, LARRY
HOLMES, BURDETTE
KINSEY, JEROME W.
LOWRY, GEORGE
OSTROM, FLOYD S.
HENDERSON, RICHARD
NOLDE, JOHN A.
BRAGG, MIKE
DUNIGAN, GEORGE F.
HUDSON, GREG

MACK, WILLIAM K.

45
47
47
48
48
49
50
53
56
57
57
57
58
58
59
60
61
62
62
62
62
62
62
62
62
63
63
64
64
64
64

STILLGEBAUER, WILLIAM C. “BILL” 64

NICELY, BROCKY A.
BROWN, PETER
MILLER, NESTOR
JOHNSON, WALTER G.
TAYLOR, LESLIE “LES”
ATKINSON, LARRY L.
CHISHOLM, ROBERT K.
CROSS, DON
DICKERSON, JACK
DURRETT, ROBERT W.
GECHTER, ERIC C.

GREENBERG, LEONARD A.

HOWIE, TOM D.
ISENBERG, BRUCE J.
ISENBERG

KELSO, THOMAS (TOM)
LEACH, HAROLD C., JR.
LESNIAK, STANLEY J.
MAHONEY, PETER J.
MCCOOL, JAMES S.
NORTON, ROBERT “ROB”
PARKER, ROBERT M.
PFISTER, CHARLES (CHIP)
RICCA, JOHN B.
SHIPPLETT, H. ROLLER, JR.
SMITH, ANTHONY E.
SMITH, GRANT E.

VELDE, PETER A.

WILLIS, JOHN C.
WRIGHT, MICHAEL H.

DALBO, DOMINIC A. (JACK)

EULLER, BILL
TAYLOR, BILL W.

65
66
66
66
66
67
67
67
67
67
67
67
67
67

67
67
67
67
67
67
67
67
67
67
67
67
67
67
67
68
68
68

ANN W. SEBRELL
NONE
JOAN TOWNSHEND
CHERYL JONES
NONE
GINNY LOWE
SHEILA REYNOLDS
DIANNE ROSENBLUTH
NONE
MAXINE DRACAKIS
NONE
JANICE R. TAYLOR
VICKIE AUDIA
VICKIE J. PAINTER
NONE
REGINA LONGYEAR
BARBARA CALLINAN
NONE
CONNIE DAVIS
NONE
NONE
NONE
JUDITH KINSEY
DEBRA LOWRY
MARGARET OSTROM
CAROL J. HENDERSON
NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
SUSAN STILLGEBAUER
ARLENE C. NICELY
NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
PHYLLIS M. CHISHOLM
NONE
NONE
NONE
ELLEN GECHTER
NONE
PATTI HOWIE
GERALDINE (JERRY)

NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
JERRYLYNN SHIPPLETT
NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
NONE
ALYSSA DALBO
NONE
NONE

NAME

DIGIACOMO, ROBERT J.
FARBER, PHILIP M.
HANNA, GEORGE R.
LANGLEY, COL KIM G.
NEDRY, JAY C.
TINKER, DAVID H.
VAUGHAN, JOHN W. IIT
WALSH, SAMUEL H.
FIRST, JOSEPH (JOE) F.
GORMAN, KEVIN
KIRCHER, WALTER W.
DOUGHERTY, MARK R.

YEAR GUEST
69  PATTI DIGIACOMO

69 NONE
69 NONE
69 NONE
69 KRISTINA ARMENDARTS

69 PATTY TINKER

69 CAROLINE M. VAUGHAN
69 MARSHAL. WALSH

70 NONE

70 NONE

70  CHERYL KIRCHER

72 ELISA V. DOUGHERTY

KELLEY, PATRICK F. 72 NONE
MEISE, JOHN J. SR. 72 DEBBIE MEISE
PUCCI RICHARD A. 72 NONE
SMITH, B.G. JEFF SMITH (SPEAKER) 72 DEB SMITH
SPEAKER, GREGORY C. 72 JULIE SPEAKER
STEELE, JOE 72 NONE
BIRCKHEAD, PETER D. 73 NONE
BROERE, HARRY 73 NONE
MASTROIANNI, GEORGE R. 73 NONE
ORR, MARK J. 73 JULIE CHAPMAN
SCHEEL, TIM R. 73 NONE

SHIPULA, DAVID A.
BISSETT, BILL
EHMANN, EUGENE K.
PHILLIPS, TOM
MARTIN, BRUCE E.
MARTIN, J. HARVIE III
PAYNE, DONALD A., SR.
ROSSY, AL

SHIPULA, TONY
WOLFE, DAVID J.
LANDON, TOM

SMITH, EDMUND “ED”
WOLFE, TIM A.
CLEVELAND, JAMIE

CLEVELAND, AIMEE
CLEVELAND, ROBERT
ROBBIE CLEVELAND

CIANCIOLO
CLEVELAND, SARAH

73 SHARON SHIPULA
74 TRICIA BISSETT

74 NONE
74 NONE
74 NONE
74 NONE
74 NONE
74 NONE
74 CHRIS SHIPULA
74 NONE
76 NONE
76 NONE
76 NONE
MWall SANDLJOHN,
KATHERINE CLEVELAND
& KELLY VIRES
MWall NONE

MWall ELIZABETH, LYDIA,
MWall JOE & ELIZABETH

MWall NONE

CRAWFORD, CLAUDE “CHICK” 57/FAC BOKEY WRIGHT

DJURIC, BG TERRY
DOUGLASS, BRENT
DOWNS, JACQUELINE
CLEVELAND

FINCHAM, CAPT. JACK
FOX, DR. PAMELA
HALLMAN, MAJ. CLIVE
JEBSON, SALLY HOWIE
KABLE, PAGE “LOLO”

PATRICK, MELISSA
PRICE, KRISTI HANSON
SMALLWOOD

VAMES, TOM

VAMES

WEASE, COL. ROBERT

VWIL CADETS (20)

18-

VWIL NONE

MBU CARTER DOUGLASS

MWall

FAC. NONE

MBU DAN LAYMAN

FAC. NONE
PATRON NONE
PATRON KABLE RIZZO/

SUSIE FINLAY
VWIL NONE

PATRON TRACI HANSON
FAC. TESSIE, PETE & NICK
FAC. MARY H. KEGLEY/

ALLYSON WATKINS
VWIL NONE



Raffle Winners at the 2017 Reunion

This year’s raffle winners are:
1. grand prize winner of $3,672 was Barry and Regina
Longyear.
2. three winners of $360 each were Peter Brown, Joseph
Gannen, and Bryan Horney.
3. two winners of $162 each were Chuck Kircher and

Harry Broere.
4. four winners of $81 each were Burdette Holmes, , 4 ——-
Dennis Oliver, Philip Farber, and Bill Crampton.  SMA-VWIL -
Total Awards: $5,400. | “REUVNION:RACELEY.

» -
S e ema. At

It is also worth noting that in the five years of the reunion raffle, F i —
we have awarded $33,200 in cash prizes and also contributed Al Rossy (shown here at the 2015 reunion)
the same amount ($33,200) to the SMA Alumni Foundation.  has run our raffle since its inception.

VWIL CORPS OF CADETS AWARDED

“BEST ROTC UNIT”

IN THE 2017 D.C. ST. PATRICK'S DAY PARADE

I

By
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REUNION 2017: SMA/VWIL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA
Requirements: Rising senior who demonstrates excellence in academics and leadership in the VWIL Corps.
$2,500 scholarship awarded.
Recipient: Cadet Sergeant Brenda Ajavon ’18 (unable to attend parade due to Army training).

Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship
Endowed Fund 3-3400-3279
Requirements: Two rising juniors who are committed to
completing ROTC and plan to commission in the U.S.
Armed Forces upon graduation. Cadet must demon-
strate excellence in academics and leadership in the
VWIL Corps. Two cadets receive this recognition, and a
$2,500.00 scholarship is awarded to each cadet.
Presented by: Mr. Tom Davis, SMA ‘62
Recipients: Cadet Corporal Stephanie Barbaro ’19
(unable to attend parade due to track meet) and Cadet

First Corporal Jazmin Rice ’19. 7 Cadet First CPL Jain Riceureeives the
Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship.

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 1
Requirements: Rising senior who demonstrates out-
standing leadership ability.
$1,000 scholarship and certificate
Presented by: Mr. Tom Davis, SMA ‘62
Recipient: Cadet SGT Brianna Washington ’18.

Cadet SGT Brianna Washington receives
SMA Alumni Leadership Award 1.

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2
Requirements: Rising junior who demonstrates outstand-
ing leadership ability.
$1,000 Scholarship and certificate
Presented by: Mr. Tom Davis, SMA ‘62
Recipient: Cadet CPL Maddison Bowen ’19.

Cadet CPL Maddison Bowen receives
SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2.
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SMA Alumni Leadership Award 3
Requirements: Rising sophomore who demonstrates
outstanding leadership ability.
$1,000 scholarship and certificate
Presented by: Mr. Tom Davis, SMA 62
Recipient: Cadet Ericka Ankiewicz ‘20

Cadet Mallory Townsend receives SMA Alumni Leadership Award 4.

Craig Hanson ’74 Memorial Scholarship
Requirements: Rising junior demonstrating high
academics and respect of peers.

Awarded a $2,500 scholarship

Presented by: Ms. Kristina Hanson Price and Tracie L.
Hanson

Recipient: Cadet CPL Caroline Fresch ‘19

the Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship.

mni Leadership Award 3.

2, < \

Cadet Ericka Ankiewicz receives SMA Alu

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 4
Requirements: Rising sophomore who demonstrates out-
standing leadership ability.
$1,000 Scholarship and certificate
Presented by: Mr. Tom Davis, SMA ‘62
Recipient: Cadet Mallory Townsend ‘20

Cadet CPL Caroline Fresch receives the
Craig Hanson *74 Memorial Scholarship.

Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor
The Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor Scholar-
ship is sponsored by Mrs. Donald Windley, widow of
Don Windley, a 1970 graduate of Staunton Military
Academy. It has been established to honor her husband
and the SMA principles of Truth, Duty, and Honor.
Awarded a $1,000 scholarship
Requirements: Awarded to a rising senior whose record
exemplifies the motto Truth, Duty, Honor.

Presented by: Mr. Brocky Nicely, SMA ‘65
Recipient: Cadet SGT Jessica Cisneros ‘18

-21-
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Barry Longyear Scholarship
Requirements: Awarded to a Cadet that has made the
most improvement in her leadership development within
the Corps of Cadets.
$2,500 scholarship and certificate
Presented by: Barry and Regina Longyear ‘60
Recipient: Cadet CPL Kaitlin Yaconis ‘18

Cadet CPL Kaitlin Yaconis receives

< : . P F AR the Barry Longyear Scholarship.

Page M. and William G. Kable, II Good

Character Scholarship
The Page M. and William G. Kable II Good Character
Scholarship is sponsored by Mrs. Carter Kondon, a life-
long friend of the Kable family. This scholarship has
been established to honor Page and Billy Kable and the
virtues they embodied. Awarded a $1,000 scholarship.
Requirements: Awarded to a rising sophomore that has
demonstrated the leadership traits of Loyalty, Kindness,
Diligence, and Conscientiousness.
Presented by: Ms. Page “Lolo” Kable, daughter and Mrs.
Kable Rizzo, granddaughter
Recipient: Cadet Anais Gutierrez ‘20

Cadet Anais Gutierrez receives the Page M. and
William G. Kable, I Good Character Scholarship.

Kable Legion of Honor

This order was established, and so named, in honor of the
founder of the Staunton Military Academy, Captain William
Hartman Kable. It represented the highest honor bestowed
by the Staunton Military Academy upon a graduating ca-
det and now is the highest honor bestowed by the Virginia
Women'’s Institute for Leadership at Mary Baldwin College.
Requirements: Awarded to the cadet whose record is most
conspicuous for leadership, good conduct, academic excel-
lence, integrity of character, poise and bearing, unselfish-
ness, and continuous loyalty to the highest standards of duty
and exemplary cadet life.

Presented by: Mr. Allen Jones, SMA ’48 (recipient in 1948)
Recipient: Cadet First Captain Kayla Daniels ‘17

Cadet First CPT Kayla Daniels receives the Kable Legion of Honor.
-22-



General Douglas MacArthur Cadet Award
This is awarded by the Association of Military Colleges
and Schools to the most soldierly performance by a se-
nior class cadet considering academics, athletics, and
leadership the qualities exemplified by Cadet Douglas
MacArthur at the West Texas Military Institute and at the
United States Military Academy. The recipient received
a copy of General MacArthur’s book “Reminiscences”
and a check for $100.00.

Presented by: Brigadier General Djuric, USAF, Retired
Recipient: Cadet Captain Shantelle Jennings ‘17

El:iw_N PR TEMFCRE

Cadet Shantelle Jennings receives
the General Douglas MacArthur Cadet Award.

Peter Stanley “Buffalo” Balcunas, SMA €65

Peter Stanley Balcunas, SMA
’65 PG ‘Buffalo’ - A Legacy

Peter Stanley Balcunas was
born in Brockton, Massachusetts
on July 17, 1946. He grew up in
the small village town of Ham-
burg, NY, just south of Buffa-
lo, NY. He was well
known throughout the
town, and he had a
very close friendship
with a handful of boys, a friendship that lasted
through his death. Growing up, people would call
him “The Bal” or “Ten Men”. He was a boy scout,
played baseball and football, and often got into
mischief.

He attended Staunton Military Academy in
Staunton, VA from 1964-1965, after graduating
from Hamburg High School. There he played more football.
It was not uncommon to hear him tell stories of the grueling
practices he and his teammates endured - the hot days, the
lack of water (water being a sign of weakness). It was a dif-
ferent mentality during those days. Soon after Staunton, he
earned a football scholarship to Murray State University. Un-
beknownst to many, he lost his scholarship, left Murray State

Cadet Balcunas in 1965.

and eventually decided to enlist in the military.

Like many loving parents, they were against Peter enlist-
ing. He first turned to the US Navy in an effort to appease his
parents. He sat with the recruiter, and after signing his con-
tract he glanced over at the US Marine Corps office - practi-
cally empty - and asked the US Navy sailor sitting with him
if it was too late to change his mind. The sailor laughed aloud
as he tore up Peter’s contract and said, “Go ahead. It’s your
life. There are a lot of guys willing to take your spot.” Peter
walked over to the Marine Corps recruiting office, persistent-
ly haggled with them for a two-year enlistment
contract, which he signed. Upon walking into his
house later that day, he informed his parents that
he enlisted in the US Marines. His mother cried.

Soon after, Peter was off to recruit training
at US Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island.
Another grueling experience, Peter excelled at the
challenges of being a recruit during a period when
drill instructors would beat on their subjects. He
was once choked at the neck with his own belt for
not having shined his buckle and after replying to
the drill instructor when asked if it was shined, “Sort of, Sir.”
He graduated from recruit training, was assigned the job of
a machine gunner, finished that training and shipped out to
the Mediterranean Sea aboard the USS Telfair, a US Navy
amphibious transport ship. During the Med Cruise, Peter and
his fellow Marines trained, and trained...and trained. Some of
their training took the Marines onto the shores of Italy- beach
landings, field training, patrolling. With a mere six months

-23-



left on his enlistment, Peter
received orders to Vietnam,
and arrived in theater during
the month of August 1967.

In his later years, Peter
would tell stories of his time
in Vietnam with the 3rd Ma-
rine Division, 2nd Battalion,
9th Marines, Golf Company.
These were stories of hero-
ism, brutality, friendships,
and survival. He took part in
the Battle of Khe Sanh and
other firefights in Con Thien, the area closest to the demilita-
rized zone - the zone that divided North and South Vietnam.
Having taken shrapnel to his helmet, getting caught up in a
crossfire with friendly forces in which the Marine crawling
directly behind him and in front of him were wounded, and
being ambushed in an area known as the marketplace with
no foxholes or craters to jump into for cover, Peter counted
his luck. February of 1968 approached and hav-
ing turned down a promotion to Sergeant to stay
for six more months, Peter was headed back home |
with memories that would haunt and bless him for
the remainder of his life.

By this time, his family moved from Ham-
burg, NY to south Florida. Peter lived in California
for a very short time; he grew his hair out and lived
along the beach with other hippies. He later moved
to south Florida where he took up a job as a land
surveyor and delved into amateur boxing.

Boxing became a way of life for Peter, eventually becom-
ing a professional boxer in 1974, coached by Coach Willie
Mclntyre whom he called Coach ‘Mac”. At times, he trained
in Miami’s Fifth Street Gym, where the famous boxing coach
Angelo Dundee coached world class boxers, most notably
Muhammad Ali. Peter reminisced of a time that he ran into Ali
in the locker room. The two exchanged very few words, Peter
asking for boxing advice and Ali briefly replying. His profes-
sional boxing career was a short one, finishing with a record
of 1 win and 3 losses. His one win was featured in a local
Fort Lauderdale newspaper with a photo of Peter’s opponent
knocked out cold through the ropes and on his back, Peter
looking on in the background. He later turned to coaching.

In 1976, Peter earned an Associates degree in Criminal
Justice at Broward Community College and was hired as a
police officer by the city of Fort Lauderdale. By this time, he
had enlisted in the Marine Corps Reserves, being assigned to
the 4th Air Naval Gunfire Liaison Company stationed in West
Palm Beach, FL, where he would drill once a month until he
retired as a Master Sergeant in 1998.

Peter patrolled the streets on the northwest Fort Lauder-
dale area, a neighborhood known for its danger and criminal

Peter Balcunas in police uniform.

activity- “The Hood”. He became well-known with the local
residents, commonly referred as “Buffalo”, a long-standing
nickname given to him because of his tenacity, strength, and
rather large build (6’3", upper 200Ibs). Peter’s greatest love
was dedicating his time to the troubled youth. When he was
off duty, Peter would chain up a punching bag to the pull-up
bars at Sunland Park (now Joseph C. Carter Park), and young-
sters often came over to hit the bag. He started a following
that would eventually lead to a longstanding reputation as a
well-respected public servant and mentor.

Over the years, Peter worked as a School Resource Of-
ficer at Fort Lauderdale High School, Dillard High School,
and Stranahan High School. It was in this capacity that his
reputation for being an advocate for the youth of Fort Lau-
derdale was also solidified. He held on to the experience of
his adolescence and the qualities he gained as a boxer, police
officer, and Marine. When he caught students skipping class
or breaking other school rules, he gave the students an option,
the option to choose being sent to the front office and be repri-
manded or they could face ‘Buffalo’s Law”. The students usu-
ally opted for the latter choice, not knowing what
it entailed. “Five push-ups,” Peter would state. An
inexperienced student would happily oblige and
do five push-ups. Peter replied, “Get back down;
you haven’t even done one push-up yet.” Much to
their dismay, they found out what ‘five push-ups’
meant. Peter would count out the cadence, “Down,
up, down, up, half way down, hold it, hold it, up.
Now, that’s one.” Needless to say, the school staff
did not agree to this method, but ‘Buffalo’ did it
anyway, and many kids turned themselves around.
Peter believed in the youth, that they had the power to shape
their future despite growing up in an environment that did not
afford much opportunity and a life of hardship. He used box-
ing and personal interaction to motivate kids he thought were
headed onto a path of troubled life and worked hard to help
the kids develop into mature young adults with positive fu-
tures they can reach.

Peter’s passion for humanity resonated beyond police ser-
vice and boxing. As a Marine Corps Reservist, he advocat-
ed for the less fortunate in the neighborhoods he worked in,
spearheading Toys for Tots - a well-known US Marine Corps
charity drive. In the 1980s, he became involved with the US
Naval Sea Cadet Corps and the Young Marines. He dedicat-
ed more of his free time to the youth of these organizations
as he volunteered to impart his leadership qualities, compas-
sion, and expertise within the scope of his military experi-
ence. Many of these young kids have gone on to serve with
great success in various branches of the military. Many cur-
rent and former service members credit Peter for influencing
their decisions to join the military, often reflecting upon his
role in their lives as a well-respected mentor. Not only were
individuals affected, he dedicated himself to improving these
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organizations as a whole- organizing events, planning day to
day operations, and staying late on drill days to complete pa-
perwork and other organizational needs. He also instructed
color guard and drill teams.

In the early 1990s, Peter accrued enough support from the
Fort Lauderdale Police Department and the Broward County
Commission for Substance Abuse and was placed in charge
of developing and directing the police department’s Juvenile
Alternative Motivation Program. ‘JAM’, as it was commonly
known as, provided Peter with the resources, staff, and funds
to build new playgrounds, offer programs in the performing
arts, substance abuse counseling, after school and summer
youth programs and open up opportunities for children and
teenagers to volunteer their service to the community, and
participate in sponsored boxing and soccer activities. Within
three years of the program’s rise, well over 400 youth were
involved in the JAM program in some way.

‘Buffalo’ retired from the Fort Lauderdale Police De-
partment in 2004, committing 28 years to the community he
adored. Throughout the years, his kids would ride
in his JAM van through the neighborhoods of Fort
Lauderdale. Countless times, someone in a pass-
ing car or a pedestrian on the sidewalk would yell |
out, “Hey Buffalo!” Peter would stick his hand
out of the window, wave and reply back with a
“Hey!” oftentimes sounding like a loud indiscern-
ible word. Without fail, one of Peter’s kids would
ask, “Who was that, dad?” knowing what his an-
swer would be. “I’m not sure,” was his seemingly
default reply.

Peter was quoted that he loved being approached by mem-
bers of the community who would say, “Buffalo, I want you to
meet my [son, daughter, grandson, or granddaughter].” Alto-
gether, hundreds, if not thousands, of his friends, family, and
members of the community credit him for saving their lives in
some way. Each person that interacted with Peter has a story
of their own- about how ‘Buffalo’ helped them.

During the late 1970s, Peter began a career as a boxing
coach at L.A. Lee YMCA in the heart of Fort Lauderdale,
coaching alongside his former coach, Coach ‘Mac’. He even-
tually opened a gym in Sunland Park (Joseph C. Carter Park).
His family made frequent visits to the boxing gym; his kids
could often be found doing homework or punching a heavy
bag and mingling with the older boxers. Peter turned out sev-
eral boxers who climbed to the professional level. However,
much of his focus was at the amateur level.

The boxers who practiced out of Sunland Park competed
in many local boxing events and some in other tournaments,
including the U.S. Olympic Trials, Junior Olympics, Silver
Gloves, Golden Gloves, and Sunshine State Games. State and
national championships were earned throughout those tour-
naments. His career as a coach expanded farther than he had
ever imagined, as he became President of the Florida Gold

Coast Amateur Boxing Association for many years; the FG-
CABA was the governing body for USA Boxing at the local
level- similar to how a mayor is related to the President of
the United States. He was also a USA Boxing official for the
Florida Golden Gloves Association and, at the national and
international level, with the US Olympic Training Center in
Colorado Springs, Colorado.

He was involved with boxing at the international level
and was selected to coach the USA Boxing Team at the 1995
Pan American Games in Argentina and 1998 Goodwill Games
in Lake Placid, NY. Peter was also the first alternate boxing
coach for Team USA at the 2000 Sydney, Australia Summer
Olympics. Peter worked with several notable boxers at train-
ing camps including but not limited to Antonio Tarver, David
Reid, and Jermain Taylor. He helped develop international
boxing programs in Vanuatu and Tonga, and he managed USA
boxing teams for tournaments in England, Kazakhstan, and
Ukraine.

Until he passed away, he was still coaching young boxers
at the Davie Police Athletic League (PAL) Boxing
Club. At the time of his death, Peter had been as-
sisting Coach Junior Lopez with his son, a 2016
Honduran Olympian and current professional box-
er, Teofimo Lopez.

He took pride in his family, having adopted
a son and daughter with his first wife in the late
1970s and eventually re-marrying in 1984 and
fathering two more children. He consistently de-
manded honesty, discipline, and respect in his
household. Behind his hot-tempered bearing and
unorthodox style of parenting was a gentle, most humbling
heart and soul spilling love.

Peter died of failing heart on March 28, 2016. Peter’s
impact on society strengthened into an irreplaceable legacy.
Never had he sought recognition for the wondrous acts he had
exhibited throughout life. When recognized for his achieve-
ments, he often displayed a quiet, modest stance and some-
times brushed off the credit he was given. He will always be
remembered for his faithful dedication to his family and com-
munity, his humble nature having earned unconditional re-
spect that lives on beyond his death and his unwavering pride
in country and the US Marine Corps.

He is survived by his wife, Digna D. Balcunas of Davie;
two sons, Eric P. Balcunas of Arlington, VA and Joseph A.
Balcunas of Medina, TN; two daughters, Annalia B. Balcu-
nas of Davie, FL and Cristina G. Jones of Franklin, TN; two
grandchildren, Jillian and Jonathan Balcunas of Medina, TN;
three sisters, Lynn Baker of Naples, FL, Janice Aveyard of
West Palm Beach, FL, and Susan Balcunas of New York, New
York, and numerous nieces and nephews.

- His legacy lives on within us.

Editor’s note: This excellent biography is courtesy of Pe-
ter’s son, Eric Balcunas.
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David Ronald Campbell, SMA °46

David Ronald Campbell, born
July 13, 1928, passed away May
14th, 2016. Married to his be-
loved Uny Campbell, who passed
in 2009, they are at last reunited.

Known all his life as “Ron”,
he was proud to have graduated
from Staunton Military Acade-
my in Virginia. His career was in
sales, but his “true” occupation
was golf. He loved the game, his
friends on the links, especially
those at Silverthorn Country Club in Florida, and spent many
vacations with his wife Uny playing the game around the
country.

Ron had one son, Brad, a daughter, Mary Ann, and four
grandchildren, Stephani, Kasi, Mark and Christopher. He was
particularly fond of Uny’s nephew Guy Fisher and
his wife Pam. Ron was raised in Ohio and West
Virginia, the son of David and Mildred Campbell,
owners of a local grocery where he learned sales
and the “gift of gab”.

The family thanks the wonderful staff of
Crown Pointe Assisted Living, where “Dad” spent
the last several years of his life and thanks in par-
ticular his long term aide, Deanna Julbe, of Spring
Hill, Florida, for delivering such loving care.

A private family memorial will be held in
his memory in Brooksville, Florida and again in
Wheeling, West Virginia later in the year. Donations in his
memory may be made to Hospice of Spring Hill, Florida.

Cadet Campbell in 1946.

Albert Joseph Carneghi, SMA ‘41

Albert Joseph Carneghi,
Captain, US Navy Retired,
passed away on March 23,2016
in Jacksonville, FL. He was 92
years old.

Captain Carneghi was born
in St. Louis, Missouri, the son of
Caesar and Angelina Carneghi.
He graduated from Staunton
Military Academy in 1941, the
United States Naval Academy
in 1945, and the National War College, with Master degrees
from George Washington University and University of North
Florida.

Cadet Carneghi in 1941.

Captain Carneghi entered into
active duty at the end of World
War II serving as an aviator and |
rising to the rank of Captain in a
variety of assignments, including
the War Department and the Pen-
tagon, with tours of duty includ-
ing China, Korea, Vietnam and
serving in Hawaii as Commodore
of a P3 Wing. Captain Carneghi
retired after twenty eight years of
service as a highly decorated senior officer.

Captain Carneghi is predeceased by his wife, Iris Ow-
ens Carneghi and is survived by his niece Lana Gay of Santa
Monica, California.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to be
made to Community Hospice of Northeast Florida at 4366
Sunbeam Road, Jacksonville, FL 32257.

Captain Joseph Carneghi

Reverend Thomas Denny, Jr., SMA 67

Rev.  Thomas
Denny, Jr. of Raleigh,
NC went home to be
with Our Lord and |
Savior on Sunday,
November 20, 2016.
Tome was born in
San Francisco, CA
to Thomas and Ruth
Denny. He attended Staunton
Military Academy, Class of
1967. He then served four years
in the United States Air Force. He went to Erskine College
after the Air Force where he got his bachelors in business. Af-
ter working a number of years in business, he was called into
Ministry. He graduated with honors at Duke Divinity School
in 1999. Tome was a faithful member of Westover UMC prior
to his graduation.

Tom is survived by his wife,
Susan Massengill Denny of Ra-
leigh and his five precious children;
Jennifer Denny-Proffitt and son-
in-law Edmond of Raleigh, Kory
Denny of Raleigh, Chip Denny
and fiancé Kayla of Raleigh, Emily
Livengood and son-in-law Garrett
of Garner and Spencer Denny of
Ft. Bliss, TX. Survivors also in-
clude his precious grandchildren,
Hayleigh, Austin, Kory Jr., and

Cadet Denny in 1967.

Rev. Thomas Denny, Jr.
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Ryan. Tom is also survived by his wonderful mother-in-law
Jean Massengill and brother-in-law Bobby Massngill.

Tom was loved by so many. He was a devoted husband
and father. His love for the Lord was undeniable. We rejoice
today knowing he is in Heaven where there is no suffering.
Tom was adored by his family and friends, and it is a testa-
ment to him that you are here today.

Our family would like to thank each one of your for
your prayers, calls, and visists during the past two years of his
illness. We are all grateful for you.

Edmund Roslyn Dewing, Jr., SMA ‘44

Edmund Roslyn Dewing, Jr.
passed away on September 8,
2015, at age 90 in Florida. Born
on August 11, 1925, he was the
son of Edmund R. Dewing and
Elizabeth Dewing. He grew up
with his two brothers and sister
in Wellesley, MA. They were the
12th generation from
Andrew Dewing who
was the first white
settler of the area. Ed attended Deerfield Academy
and Staunton Military Academy.

When he was 17, he enlisted in the army and
did his military training at Ft. Leonard Wood. He
served as a forward observer in the 89th infantry
and 341st field artillery. He was awarded 2 bronze
stars for heroic action crossing the Rhine River un-
der enemy fire to establish an observation post and
again for carrying a radio down a line of fire within 400 yards
of enemy guns to establish an observation post in a building
in St. Gearshausen, Germany.

Upon returning from the war, he briefly attended Boston
College, and in 1951, he married Roberta Jean Chambers. He
went to work for the Towle Silver Company and moved to
Indianapolis.

In 1955, they returned to MA
and Ed took a position with Har-
old Cabot Advertising in Boston
where he would be elected Vice
President, and he again resided in
Wellesley. In 1970, he purchased
the Whitehall Inn in Camden,
which he owned until 2005.

Jean Dewing died in 1988,
and in 1998, he married Ann Fail-
ing. Together they continued to
share their mutual loves of golf, music, reading, and travel-

Cadet Dewing in 1944.

Edmund Roslyn Dewing, Jr.

ing. Ed was also predeceased by his parents, his brothers An-
drew and Jerry, and his sister Ginny.

Surviving are his wife, Ann, son Edmund R. Dewing 111
(Chip) of Hope, ME; son Jonathan (J.C.) and daughter-in-law
Wendy of Hope, ME; daughter Heidi May; and two grand-
children, Emily and Zachary of Sarasota, FL. Ed was a loving
husband, father, grandfather, and friend who will be greatly
missed.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Alzhei-
mer’s Association, PO Box 96011, Washington, DC 20090-
6011, or to Tidewell Hospice, Inc., 5955 Rand Blvd., Saraso-
ta, FL 34238.

Jan Jay Eger, SMA ‘67 !

-

At the age of 66, Jan Jay Eger
of McCandless, PA passed away on
Nov. 24, 2016. Jay was preceded
in death by his parents Bernard and
Helen Eger. His is survived by his
loving wife Thecla Wagner Spiker
Eger, his brother Terry
Moran, and his niece
and nephew Aurelia and
Carson Moran. i

Jay graduated from |
Staunton Military Acad- |
emy in 1967. In lieu
of flowers, memorials
are suggested to Tem- ik
ple Ohav Shalom, 8400 |
Thompson Run Rd., Alli-
son Park, PA 15101 or to a charity of
one’s choice.

Cadet Eger in 1967.

Jan Jay Eger.

John Jeffrey “GUS” Grissinger, SMA 72

John Jeffrey “GUS”
Grissinger, loving husband and
father, left this earth on Septem-
ber 11, 2016 in the comfort of his
home with family. He was born
October 24, 1954, son of John
Phillip Grissinger and Virgin-
ia Mae Houser Grissinger, both
deceased. He was preceded in ’
dea?th_ by his sister, Nancy Jean Cadet Grissinger in 1972,
Grissinger.

Survived by his wife of 33 years, Cathy Louise Kenne-
dy Grissinger, and their 3 children and families, Joshua Jeff
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Grissinger and Andrea, Erin Michelle Grissinger Ryan and
Jon, Sean Paul Grissinger and Sarah Mumper; and 2 grand-
children, whom he adored, Elijah Evan Grissinger and Evelyn
Louise Grissinger; 2 sisters, Ginny Grissinger, Judy Burgess
Bitowf and Terry. He is also survived by 5 nieces and 4 neph-
ews, and a multitude of family and friends.

He was an Honor Graduate from Staunton Military Acad-
emy, VA, Class of ’72. He was also a proud member of Local
#520 Plumbers and Pipefitters Union. Gus was an avid hunter
and sportsman. He loved being in mountains or on the beach.
i | He always put his family first. He

= ' enjoyed life. Loved watching our
children and grandchildren grow.
He was diagnosed with ALS in
2012, and fought to stay with us for
4 more years. He was a
wonderful husband, fa-
ther and friend. We will
miss him forever. He is
at Peace now.

NN

John “Gus” Grissinger.

Leo James Haky, SMA °59 (PG)

Leo James Haky,
age 76, of Sykesville,
Pa., passed away on
Saturday afternoon, Jan. 14, 2017,
at U.PM.C. Shadyside Hospital.
He was surrounded by the love of
his family for whom he cared so
deeply. He is survived by his lov-
ing wife, Eleanor; devoted daugh-
ters and son, Shannon Shaffer,
Marcia Snyder, and Mike Haky;
his beloved grandchildren: Josh Krach, Briana Carr, Ben
Shaffer, Isaac, Sarah and Megan Haky; his beloved daughter-
in-law, Karen Haky; and his son-in-law, Brian Shaffer.

Leo was a kind man. He was the most optimistic human
being you could ever meet. He always believed that every-
thing would be okay, no matter what! He was an avid sports
fan, attending many local sporting events. He enjoyed playing
poker with his friends and also competitively. He was con-
sidered a top rated player. Leo had a soft spot in his heart for
special needs children and often reached out to those children
and their families, as well as other folks in need.

Leo was from Ford City, Pa., and the only child of Elizabeth
and Leo Haky. After losing his parents at an early age, Leo then
moved to Yatesboro, Pa., to live with his grandma, grandpa, and
uncle. He was a 1958 graduate of the Shannock Valley High
School and attended Staunton Military Academy in Virginia.
During his high school years Leo was a local sports legend in

Cadet Haky in 1959.

football and baseball, but he was most famous for basketball.
He actually is considered one of the best high school basketball
players in the history of Pennsylvania. He was named first team
all-state for two consecutive years, and inducted into the Arm-
strong County Hall of Fame.

He was a veteran, having served
his tour of duty in Germany. On Aug.
24,1963, he married Eleanor (Mehok) | :
Haky. She survives. :

Leo retired as a supervisor from
Beverage Air, and he was also the tru-
ant officer for the DuBois Area School
District. He also drove the special
needs school van for Jewell Bus Com-
pany for 10 years.

Leo was a wonderful, caring, and kind person
with the heart of a giant and a love for his family
that was without equal. In dying, he taught us how
to be strong, brave, dignified, and he exhibited
such a will to live in such dire circumstances.

Although flowers are appreciated, the fam-
ily requests memorial donations be made to the
Sykesville Library, 21 East Main Street, Sykes-
ville, PA 15865 and/or the Sykesville Ambulance,
Attention: Victor Kosko, 218 West Liberty Street,
Sykesville, PA 15865.

Leo James Haky.

Albert Schall Merritt, Jr., SMA ‘51

Albert Schall Merritt, Jr., 83,
of Las Cruces passed away peace-
fully at his home due to a heart
attack on January 30, 2017 in Las
Cruces.

Albert S Merritt, Jr. was born
in Wilmington, DE to Albert S &
Anna M Merritt on May 20 1933.
He attended elementary and high
school in Wilmington, Delaware. -
In 1949, Albert Merritt Jr. entered Cadet Merritt in 1951.
Staunton Military Academy, Staunton, Virginia, and graduated
in 1951. From 1951-1953, he attended State Teachers College,
Salisbury Maryland, receiving an AA in Business Law, before
entering the Military. From 1971-1972, he attended UTEP in
El Paso for Business Administration and Psychology. In 1973,
he received his MA in Journalism from NMSU in Las Cruces.

Albert entered the military as an enlisted man in Feb-
ruary in 1954, and served proudly until discharge with full
honors as a Lieutenant-Colonel in 1979. He served two tours
of duty in Vietnam, and other assignments including Germa-
ny, Arctic Test Center (Alaska), Fort Bliss, Base Command-
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er at Nike-Hercules Site in Tolchester Beach Maryland, and
NORAD. While serving as Community Relations Coordina-
tor at Fort Bliss, he was awarded the TRADOC Golden Eye
Award for Excellence in Television Production in 1975.

In 1979 designed and established
| the Young Adult Conservation Corps
s Program at Fort Bliss. He received
multiple awards some including
Bronze Star, Vietnam Service Medal,
Meritorious Service Medal, and the
Army Accommodation Medal. After
his military service he had a position
at NMSU in the Speech Department/
Audio Visual.

Albert Merritt Jr. was preceded in
death by his parents, Albert S. Merritt
Sr. & Anna M. Merritt. Mr. Merritt is survived by his beloved
wife, Sylvia, whom he married in 1973 in Las Cruces, NM.
They resided mainly in Las Cruces moved to Waynesboro Vir-
ginia and then returned to Las Cruces in 2013. He is also sur-
vived by his three children: Ken, John, and Bob the children
from his first wife Patricia Breuil, two grandchil-
dren, John Jr. and Amanda and four great grandchil-
dren; Jonathan, Kandice, Melanie and Jordan. Also
surviving step children Kris, Kathy, and Michael,
three step grandchildren Tamsen, Stephanie and
Alyssa, 4 step great grandchildren Brandie, Alexis,
Ethan and Riley.

Albert Merritt Jr. was loved by all, he was a
loving, caring, generous, social, very outgoing,
God serving man. He loved most of all the Lord,
his family and his church. He enjoyed collecting
model trains, working on electronics, photogra-
phy, telling jokes, watching sports, shopping with friends and
family at local antique stores, flea markets and visiting his
favorite restaurants (long live the steak fingers). His inner
child loved interacting with children. He had a great impact
on everyone he met and was proud of everyone he cherished.

Husband, Dad, Granddad, PaPa, and Friend: you will al-
ways be missed but never forgotten. Your memory will live in
our hearts forever.

In lieu of flowers his wish was for donations to go to Faith
Community Assembly of God.

Albert Schall Merritt

John Joseph Nunn, SMA ‘51

John Joseph Nunn was born in Galax, Virginia, on April
8, 1934, to R. Poage Nunn and Beatrice Messer Nunn and
died on April 4, 2017. Educated at Staunton Military Acad-
emy in Staunton VA and the University of Virginia, he was
married to Mariah Kello Nunn for 61 years.

His long career in the local fur-
niture industry began at Galax Mir-
ror Company, and ended with his
founding of the upholstered furni-
ture company Chestnut Creek Cor-
poration and Creative Seating, Inc.

John was a particularly grate-
ful family man and an avid golfer,
world traveler, reader and writer,
who contributed to Furniture Sout
Magazine and whose books include
“Image of America: Galax” (co-au-
thored with his sister, Judith Alley) and “Galax Remem-
bered.” As a passionately dedicated member of his commu-
nity, he was the creator and editor of GalaxScrapbook.com
and the man who brought Internet to Galax. He was a Mason
and a Shriner, an active member of the Galax First United
Methodist Church, and a founding member of the Galax The-
atre Guild, who served on the Galax school board as well as
on the boards of the Galax Public Library and Jeff Matthews
Museum.

Cadet Nunn in 1951.

In addition to his wife, he is survived by
daughters Katharine Mariah, Judith Antoinette,
and Susan Lee and her husband Tom Olson; grand-
children First Lieutenant Michael John, Katharine
Antoinette, and Matthew Thomas Olson and Ma-
riah Antoinette and Ade-
line Lee Gaudet; and many
loving nieces, nephews and
friends.

In lieu of flowers the
family request donations
be made to either the First
United Methodist Church, 306 West
Center Street, Galax, VA 24333 or the
Jeff Matthews Memorial Museum, 606
West Stuart Drive, Galax, VA 24333

John Joseph Nunn

Malcolm C. Straughn, Jr., SMA °49 (left SMA in 1948)

Malcolm C. Straughn, Jr. went
to be with his Heavenly Father early
Saturday morning, April 5, 2014. A
lifelong resident of Escambia County,
he attended Staunton Military Acade-
my in 1948 and graduated from Pen-
sacola High School in 1949. After
high school, Malcolm worked in the
family business, Brownsville Bakery.
In 1953, he was one of the first em- '
ployed at Chemstrand. After 32 years Cadet Straughn in 1948.
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he retired from Monsanto and de-
voted his time to farming until sev-
| eral years ago.

He is preceded in death by his
parents, Carlos and Edna (Malone)
Straughn. Malcolm is survived by
his loving wife of 64 years, Bet-
ty Jean (Poston) Straughn; his
daughter Diane (Alton) Moore of
Dahlonega, GA; and two sons, Kirk
(Jackie) Straughn of Gonzalez and
Ray (Angela) Straughn of Pace, FL. He had 9 grandchildren
and 5 great grandchildren. Survivors also include a brother
Bobby Straughn of Pensacola; numerous nieces and neph-
ews; plus the extended family.

His celebration of life was held on April 7th, 2014 at
Faith Chapel North Funeral Home. Burial was at Godwin
cemetery in Bratt, FL.

The family would like to express their appreciation to the
Emerald Coast Hospice team for their outstanding care.

Malcolm C. Straughn, Jr.

Harold Paul “Herk” Wolfe, SMA “49

Harold Paul “Herk”
Wolfe age 86 of Upper
Sandusky, Ohio passed
away peacefully at 6:45
AM Thursday March 2,
2017 at the Bridge Hos-
pice Care Center, Findlay,
Ohio.

He was born in Canton, OH, Feb-
ruary 16, 1931 to Harold C. “Curly”
and Beatrice L. (Bemenderfer) Wolfe,
both of whom are deceased. He married his bride of 64 years
and love of his life, Patricia Ann (Gohlke) Wolfe on May 24,
1952 and she survives. He is also survived by his children:
David Joseph and his wife Bonnie (nee Frisch), Timothy Al-
len and his wife Katherine (nee Payne), Cathy (Wolfe) Cole,
Lisa Kaye and husband Richard Dunn, 13 grandchildren and
10 great-grandchildren. Herk was preceded in death by his
sister Mary Jo (Wolfe) Theye.

He graduated from the Staunton Military Academy (1949),
attended Northwestern University where he was a member of
the Phi Gamma Delta Fraternity, and graduated from Findlay
College (1954) where as a captain of the basketball team led
Findlay College to its first National Assn. of Intercollegiate
Athletics (NAIA) appearance. He led the nation in scoring
in 1952-53 (704 pts.) and his single game collegiate scoring
record of 62 points was eclipsed by Wilt Chamberlin a decade
later. Following graduation from Findlay College, Herk went
to work for the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. in Akron, OH,

Cadet Wolfe in 1949.

in the sales and marketing department. In 1959 he left Good-
year to work with his father in the crushed stone industry at
Wyandot Dolomite in Carey, OH, where he quickly became
an integral part of the company. In the early 1960’s, they ex-
panded the business to include asphalt paving, and opened
rail distribution and unloading facilities for stone in Northeast
Ohio. Wyandot Dolomite was a closely held private corpora-
tion. As investors divested, Herk and his father acquired stock
to the point that they held controlling interest in the early
1970’s. “Curly” Wolfe died suddenly in 1977, and Herk was
appointed president of the company and subsequently Chair-
man of the Board of Directors. Wyandot Dolomite went on to
become one of the top producing crushed stone facilities in
Ohio. As Chairman of the National Limestone Institute Herk
presided over the merger with the National Crushed Stone
Assn. to create the National Stone Assn. (NSA), the largest
such industry association in the U.S. He served the aggregates
and asphalt industries in many capacities for over 40 years.
He was Chairman of the Ohio Aggregates Association, NSA,
Flexible Pavements of Ohio and served numerous terms on
their boards of directors.

Herk was appointed by the Governor of Ohio
as a commissioner on the Ohio Rail Development
Commission where he served many terms. He was
President of the Upper Sandusky School Board,
on the executive committee of the Private Industry
Council, board of directors at the Betty Jane Reha-
bilitation Center, Tiffin, OH, National Association
of Railway Shippers and many other charitable and
industry groups. He was a 32nd degree Freemason
and involved with Shriner’s International. He was
a member of the B.P.O. Elks lodge and a devoted supporter of
the University of Michigan’s athletic programs. He served his
alma mater, the University of Findlay, in many capacities; as
a member of the Alumni Board of Governors, President of the
Varsity F Club, Community Focus Group, Renninger Schol-
arship Endowment Fund and University Board of Trustees.
He gave of himself to too many other groups to list. He was
inducted into the NAIA Hall of Fame, the University of Find-
lay and Hancock County Halls of Fame. Herk was a faithful
member of the First Lutheran Church of Upper Sandusky.

There are few who led a more
fulfilling life, touched as many lives
as he did and had grand fun do-
ing so. Loving husband, great dad,
wonderful grandfather, great-grand-
father and the closest friend imag-
inable! He will be greatly missed!

Memorial contributions may
be made to University of Find-
lay Alumni Association or Bridge
Home Health & Hospice.

Harold Paul “Herk” Wolfe.
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The Cadet Store is located in the SMA-
VWIL Museum in the former SMA Supply
Room. The form at right should be completed
and mailed, with your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Foundation Inc.

P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station

Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958

You can also contact the store by e-mail at
SMAOffice @sma-alumni.org
or call (540) 885-1309 for information, leave
a message, and your call will be returned as
soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be processed by
using the form on page32. Your order will be
shipped when payment is received.

LT
STAUNTON M ﬂ;:' ACADE,,

STAUNTON, VIRGINIA

Pass in Review

F———————
QUAN. ITEM EACH TOTAL
Baseball Caps $15.00 $
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield
Baseball Caps $15.00 $
Unstructured Hats: ~ Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
“Staunton Military Academy”

T-Shirts: M-3X
Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) ......... $18.00
Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) ....
Black: (with full color hat shield patch)

HhHH

T-Shirts: M-3X - Long sleeve
Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) ....
Black: (with full color hat shield patch)

Polo (Golf) Shirts: M-3X
Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield .. $39.00 $
Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ...... $39.00 $

Jackets: M-3X
Navy Blue with Full color Hat Shield ......................
Gold with Full color Hat Shield ...............
Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch

A HH

Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ............c..c......... $39.00
Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ....
Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ....
Leather Garrison Belt .........ccooevvevievenineneeieeennn
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Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA
SMA Shoulder Patches ..........cccccecereveueeenne .
Blue Book (1eprint) ........ccceeevveeeienienienieeieeeeene .
Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield....... $5.00
Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield ...........c.ccooeuc.. $10.00
License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold ......... $5.00
DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”
Produced and Directed by Greg Robertson SMA °70
................................................................................... $2000 %
CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &

Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ..ccccvvevreneininnnn. $20.00 $

& PRADRLH HBALH &H

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:

Small items (decals, postcards,etc..) that fit in envelope..... $3.00 $
$00.00 to $30.00 $13.00 $
$31.00 to $70.00 $15.00 $
$71.00 and above $17.00 $
Total: $
Name:
Address:
City: State: ZIP:
Telephone: ( ) E-mail:




) Staunton Military Academy

Alumni Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Foundation, Inc.

P O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
Telephone: (540) 885-1309/ (800) 627-5806
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org * Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org
Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

SMA Alumni Foundation, Inc.(tax exempt) {payable to: SMA Alumni Foundation}

* One Star Membership: ($100.00 for one year, 1 September through 31 August) $
* Two Star Membership: ($180.00 for two years, (10% off) $
* Three Star Membership: ($240.00 for three years, (20% off) $

‘ (IVALflﬁgm 5//“4%32«? vﬁff gtbe'r%fe%l Mcggge'rgg ‘;%LL'ISE' mIT;% IAIVWIL Museum.) $

* SMA Heritage Fund (tax exempt): $

The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into
perpetuity. Your donation helps the SMA Alumni Foundation maintain the alumni office, Memorial Wall, archives, web site,
Kablegram-Leader, and the funding of the SMA Alumni Foundation Scholarship Program. For more information on the SMA
Alumni Foundation Scholarship Program, please visit our website at www.sma-alumni.org.

Your contributions are fully tax deductible.

* Truth, Duty, and Honor Fund (tax exempt): $

The purpose of the SMA Heritage Fund is to help ensure that the memories, traditions, and alumni efforts are carried into
perpetuity. Your donation helps the SMA Alumni Foundation maintain the alumni office, Memorial Wall, archives, web site,
Kablegram, and the funding of the SMA Scholarship Program. For more information on the SMA Scholarship Program,
please visit our website at www.sma-alumni.org.

Your contributions are fully tax deductible.

Note. If you are contributing to the TDH Fund, please indicate the breakdown of your contribution.

Educational Scholarships: $

Program Support: $

PAYMENT Total:  $
* Check (please see above for correct “payable to”) Billing Address:
* Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa) O Master Card O Visa (exactly as written on CC billing statement)

Card Number:
Expiration Date:

Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card)

Zip:

Name: (exactly as written on credit card)

Contact Phone Number:
Email Address: @

Signature:
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