
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Newsletter
Published by the Staunton Military Academy Foundation • Staunton, Virginia

Third Quarter — June 2008

— 1 —

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Reflections From The Hill ...... 2
Briefly ..................................... 3
Thoughts/Communications ... 4
SMA Message Board ............ 5
VWIL News.......................... 6-7
SMA War Stories ................... 8
Reunion 2008 Impressions ... 9
2008 Reunion Attendees 10-12
Class of 1958 ...................... 13
Letters and E-mails .............. 14
Where They Are Now ..... 15-17
Metamorphosis .................... 18
Pass In Review/TAPS .......... 19
Obituaries ....................... 20-22
Cadet Store ........................  23
Contributions ....................... 24

114 attend 2008 reunion;
plans set for 2009 event

With Thomas E. “Tim” Howard, SMA ‘54 carrying the guidon and John A. Nolde, SMA
‘63 counting cadence and leading the company, SMA alumni march down the ramp
behind the VWIL Corps of Cadets beginning the 2008 SMA-VWIL Review. In the front
row are Barry M. Goldwater, Jr., SMA ‘57 (left to right), George Mastroianna, SMA ‘73,
and David Shipula, SMA ‘73. Behind them are (left to right) John “Jack” Hildebrand,
SMA ‘72 and William Hildebrand, SMA ‘73. (Photo by George Fairlamb)

114 alumni and their guests returned
to the Hill April 11-12 for the SMA Alumni
Association reunion in Staunton, includ-
ing 10 from the Class of 1973 (their 35th
anniversary) and 14 from the Class of
1958 (their 50th anniversary).

The weather was perfect! The Friday
afternoon SMA-VWIL Review was held on
Kable Field, with a company of at least
100 alumni marching down the ramp be-
hind the SMA guidon, crossing Kable Field
and passing in an “eyes right” salute in
front of the VWIL Corps of Cadets.

Following the corps presentation of
colors and “officers front and center”, the
corps stood at “parade rest” while four
SMA scholarships and the Kable Legion

of Honor were presented by Barry M.
Goldwater, Jr., SMA ‘57. The Corps of
Cadets then passed in review in front of
assembled alumni.

The parade was followed at 5:00 p.m.
by the Memorial Wall ceremony, where
the names of 2008 deceased alumni
were read. Immediately thereafter, the
VWIL Howie Rifles provided a precision
drill exhibition on the patio in front of
Kable Hall.

At 6:00 p.m. a reception and
barbeque was held in the Mess Hall.

 Saturday morning found most alumni
gathered at the Stonewall Jackson Ho-
tel for the business meeting, which in-
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This spring, my message is one of gratitude.
It’s time to thank all of you “Old Boys” for coming to our 2008 re-

union. We set a new record for attendance, and your interest in SMA
Alumni activity has grown tremendously. I want to send a special “thank
you” to all of you that got up early on Saturday morning and attended
the annual business meeting.  The business meeting is very important
to us, because it is the place where we discuss and decide the larger
issues, whether new or existing.

This year, attendance doubled; the room was almost filled to capac-
ity! Your interest in the tasks being worked by this organization is laud-
able. I also want to congratulate all of the members of our Board of
Directors for the excellent job they have done and will continue to do in
the years to come.  They have worked with great determination and
commitment to keep the SMA Alumni Association strong and growing.

If you consider our limited membership, this is really quite an accom-
plishment.  The board members consistently devote their time (and some-
times their personal fortunes) to support our organization and they also
find ways to approach the new problems (or opportunities, if you will)
that face our Alumni Association and the Virginia Women’s Institute of
Leadership (VWIL) at Mary Baldwin College.

With the continued support of you “Old Boys” (by paying dues and
making contributions), we can ensure that our valued SMA traditions
will be carried forward into the future by the VWIL Corps of Cadets.  You
saw the VWIL Corps in action this April, working hard to make sure that
our 2008 reunion was one that we could remember with pride.  The Pass
in Review, the Howie Rifles exhibition, and the Taps ceremony were all
performed for you, the “Old Boys” from SMA.  The VWIL Corps does this
every year in a way of expressing their appreciation for your support of
their mission.  It is their way of saying “Thank You”.

— Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ,62, President

An expression of gratitude

2008-2009 DUES REMITTANCE

NAME:___________________________________YEAR______

ADDRESS:__________________________________________

CITY:________________________________STATE_________

ZIP:________________ TELEPHONE:____________________

E-MAIL:______________________________________________

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $____________

Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62 (right) is con-
gratulated by Barry M. Goldwater, Jr., SMA
‘57 on being elected to a three-year term
as President of the SMA Alumni Asso-
ciation during the 2008 reunion. Mr.
Bruckno had previously served as Vice
President and assumed the duties of
President in August 2007 when the Presi-
dent became ill.  Mr. Bruckno resides in
Satunton and is close to alumni associa-
tion operations.

_____ Baseball Cap ........................................... $10.00
Navy blue with gold “Staunton Military Academy”

_____ SMA-VWIL Video ..................................... $50.00
_____ T-Shirt with shield ................................... $15.00
_____ Sizes M to XXL ........................................ $15.00

Sweatshirt (blue with gold hat shield)
_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL. ........................................................ $30.00

Sweatshirt, grey (embroidered with “Staunton
Military Academy” and crossed rifles.

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL ........................................................ $30.00

Golf Shirts, navy with embroidered “Staunton
Military Academy”and crossed rifles

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ XXXL ........................................................ $30.00

Golf Shirts, blue with maze trim on collar and
sleeve “Staunton Military Academy” in gold

_____ M to XXL .................................................. $25.00
_____ Old Boys Buckle (silver) ......................... $20.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................... $25.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................. $25.00

(may be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Black Leather Belt ................................... $15.00

Sizes 28 and 32 only
_____ Car Window Decal .................................. $03.50

“SMA Alumni”
_____ Postcards ................................................ $02.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches .......................... $02.00
_____ Rank Insignia .......................................... $01.00

S/Sgt. and PFC available
_____ Blue Book (reprint) ................................. $10.00

Coffee Cup
_____ South Barracks in blue........................... $05.00
_____ Blue with gold shield .............................. $05.00
_____ Artist Sketch ........................................... $05.00

(Asphalt with South and North Barracks, Mess Hall)
_____ Artist Sketch (all buildings) .................... $05.00

_____ License Plate Holders ............................. $10.00
Black metal with “Staunton Military Academy” in
white lettering.

_____ License Plate Sign .................................. $10.00
White metal with “SMA ALUMNI” in blue

Charges listed below are the the United States in-country
delivery only. Shipmemts to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other
distant destinations are subject to shipper’s charges.

QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL
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Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

Two available (circle your choices): [1] a 17” x 7¼”
sketch of  or [2]  a 14” x 9” sketch.

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

Shipping charges must be added:
$00.00 to $30.00 ............................................. $06.75
$31.00 to $70.00 ............................................. $08.95
$71.00 and above ........................................... $09.95

Total:

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at www.sma-alumni.org or call
(540) 885-1309 for information, leave
a message, and your call will be re-
turned as soon as possible.

Currently, credit card orders can-
not be accepted by the Cadet Store.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

CADET STORE

This is a much reduced image of the
SMA flag that is available in SMA blue
and gold, and also available as a four-
inch by six inch mini-flag on a ball-
tipped post and base mount — per-
fect for a table or the mantle over your
fireplace. To determine the price of the
full-size flag, contact the Alumni Sec-
retary. The small flags are $10.00.

Barry M. Goldwater, Jr., SMA ‘57 (left)
congratulates Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62
on being re-elected SMAAA President.
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cluded comments by Brig. Gen.
Michael Bissell, VWIL Commandant.
Simultaneously, the SMA Ladies
Group met in a separate room and
were briefed by two VWIL cadets.

The afternoon was free time.
Events continued at 5:30 p.m. with

a reception in the lobby of the Stone-
wall Jackson Hotel, followed at 6:30
by dinner in the large Shenandoah
Room, with approximately 250 alumni
and guests attending.

Two “living legend” plaques were
presented. One was presented in
adsentia to Paul J. “Ike” Kivlighan,
SMA ‘29, who was hospitalized. The
other was presented to Charles E.
“Eddie” Bryant, SMA ‘39, a graduate
and later coach at SMA.

Guest speaker was Barry M. Gold-
water, Jr., SMA ‘57, who related a
number of humorous stories of life at
SMA and his experiences there.

The banquet ended around 9:30
p.m. and many alumni moved to the
hotel lobby for coffee and conversa-
tion. Many alumni moved to the
hotel’s Collenade Room for dancing.

2009 reunion will
include special dinner
for the classes of
1964, 1969 and 1974

With the successful 2008 reunion be-
hind, plans are in progress for the 2009
event, including a special dinner for three
classes: 1964, 1969 and 1974.

While the 2009 reunion is not officially
scheduled to begin until Friday, April 17,
Jay C. Nedry, SMA ‘69 has announced
that a special dinner will be held Thurs-
day evening, April 16, at the Stonewall
Jackson Hotel.

The class of 1969 will celebrate its
40th anniversary, and the class of 1964
will celebrate their 45th anniversary. The
2009 reunion will be the 35th anniver-
sary for the class of 1974.

Those planning to attend should make
reservations at the hotel at (540) 885-
4848 or contact Mr. Nedry at (703) 795-
5299 or by mail at Box 404, Aldie, Vir-
ginia 20105.

Send articles to
Kablegram@sma-alumni.org

1944 SMA graduate co-authors novel
Richard Rosenblatt, SMA ’44, has joined with Colonel George M Crall,

USMCR (Ret.) to write a novel entitled “Black Gold Grey,” which follows
eight West Pointers, members of the class of 1949, from their pre-West
Point World War II days to West Point, and then through Korea and
Vietnam, and subsequently culminating in an abduction 2004 and a chase
from Saudi Arabia to Germany, to Paris to Casablanca and south from
Marrakech into the Sahara Desert, ending with a funeral and a wedding at West
Point. The book is available from Amazon.com by typing “Black Gold Grey” into the
search line. Alumni may contact Mr. Rosenblatt by e-mail  at rrosey2@aol.com.

Plan now for the 2009 reunion in Staunton
The 2009 reunion is well into the planning stages. April 17-18-19 in Staunton.

Headquarters will be the same as 2007 and 2006, at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel. In
addition to events being planned for Friday, and Saturday, April 17 and 18, the classes
of 1964, 1967 and 1974 are scheduled to have a dinner on April 16. See the separate
story on this page. Registration forms and a tentative events schedule with be pub-
lished in the September 2008 issue of the Kablegram.

Send us brief biographies for “where they are now”
In this issue of the Kablegram, you will find a number of biographies by alumni,

telling us where they are now and what they have done since leaving SMA. These are
quite popular with our membership and are excellent lines of communication be-
tween classmates who have lost contact. Examples can be found on pages 15, 16
and 17. The articles should be kept the size of those on page 17. Photographs are
welcome and will be kept in the SMA-VWIL Museum. Send your article and photo-
graph to kablegram@sma-alumni.org or by regular mail to SMA Alumni Association,
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958.

“Looking Back” feature to be revived in September
In the September issue of the Kablegram, the popular “Looking Back” feature is

scheduled to be revived, pending receipt of enough photographs. These are pictures
from prior years that give alumni a visual reminder of what life was like at Staunton
Military Academy. It is essential that identification be included in your submission,
and a telephone number and/or e-
mail address where you can be
contacted. Photographs will be re-
tained by the SMA-VWIL Museum
once they have been published.

Virginia Governor restores limited VWIL funding
Virginia Governor Kaine has restored $571,899 of the requested $746,649 in funds

to provide both tuition grants and operating funds for VWIL for the 2008-2009 year.
As was the case in 2006 when VWIL funding was in jeopardy, the SMA Alumni

Association mounted a vigorous campaign to convince Virginia legislators of the criti-
cal importance of funding VWIL. The 2006 campaign succeeded, as did the 2008
campaign. The effort by the association included participation in a reception in Rich-
mond, Virginia and several hundred letters, telephone calls and e-mails to individual
legislators encouraging them to insure that funding was provided for VWIL.

BRIEFLY...

The 2008 Memorial Wall ceremony
was held Friday, April 11 after the
SMA-VWIL Review and included the
VWIL Color Guard,  Honor Guard
and the reading of the names of
those SMA alumni who passed
away during 2008.
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WILLIAM A. BAILEY, SMA ‘62
for Excellence in Organized Dentistry”.

Dr. Bailey was a soccer official, serving as a US
Soccer Federation referee, a NCAA referee, a high
school soccer referee, the 4th District Soccer ref-
eree administrator for Kentucky, the referee assignor
for the Owensboro Soccer Board for 10 years, and
in 1995 and 1996 was recognized as the Kentucky
High School Athletic Association Boys Referee of the
Year. He was a motivational speaker for various net-
work marketing associations.

Recently, MBC Direct of Houston, Texas named its new tech-
nology center The Bailey Technology Center and established
the annual Outstanding Marketing Associate Award in his name.
RANDOLPH B. CUNNINGHAM, SMA ‘68

Randolph Barclay “Randy” Cunningham, age 57, was born
on January 13, 1950 in Clifton Forge, VA and passed away on
August 25, 2007 in Yucca Valley, California after a long battle
with cancer.

Mr. Cunningham was a 1968 graduate of Staunton Military
Academy. A native of Clifton Forge, Virginia, he was proud of
his “Virginia” roots, but he was also a free spirit who loved life,
living in Florida, Texas, California, and Nevada. He is regarded
as “having a giving heart and always had a smile”.

Mr. Cunningham is survived by a daughter, Kendra, of Texas,
a son, Charles Joseph “C.J.” Cunningham of Lynchburg, Vir-
ginia, two grandsons, John Knighton Cunningham and Charles
Joseph Cunningham, Jr., two step-brothers, Coe Pullen of
Roanoke, and Guy Michael Pullen of Clifton Forge, and a cousin,
Ted Morris of California.
MICHAEL D. ELINS, SMA ‘67

Michael “Mike” D. Elins, 58,  passed away  March 10, 2008,
at the Shenandoah Health Village Center of Charles Town, West
Virginia. He had been in declining health following heart bypass
surgery in July.

Mr. Elins graduated from Staunton Military Academy in 1967,
and college from Franklin and Marshall University, Lancaster,
Pennsylvania in 1971. Following college, he went into the fam-
ily furniture business, The Berkeley Upholstering Company,  serv-
ing as sales representative, vice president and president until
its closure in 1996.

From 1996 to 2004, Mr. Elins was employed at the Electro-
met, Hagerstown, Maryland, as their procurer. His avocation
was flying, earning his pilot’s license while in college.

 Mr. Elins served in the West Virginia State Civil Air Patrol,
was a member of several civic organizations, including Masons
Equality Lodge 44 A.F. and A.M., Rotary, Martinsburg Planning
Commission, and served on several community advisory boards,
Shenandoah Area Council of the Boy Scouts. He was a member
of the flying organization Quiet Birdsmen and International 180-
185 Club.  He was a member of the Beth Jacob Synagogue and
had served as its president and treasurer.

In addition to his late parents, Robert M. Elins and Nadia C.
Elins, Mike was preceded in death by his younger sister, Anna
F. Elins. He is survived by his wife, Charlene Flick Elins; two
stepchildren; their five grandchildren; and his brother, Daniel
J. Elins of Springfield, Virginia.

Memorial contributions may be made to Shenandoah Area Coun-
cil Boy Scouts of America, 107 Youth Development Court, Win-
chester, Virginia 22602.

THOMAS FRANCIS JOHNSON, ‘26
Thomas Francis Johnson, SMA ‘26, died February

1, 1988. He was a 1926 graduate of Staunton Mili-
tary Academy, St. John’s College, the University of
Virginia, and the University of Maryland, College Park.

He was admitted to the bar and commenced the
practice of law in Snow Hill, Maryland. In 1932, he
was elected chairman of the board of Commercial
National Bank of Snow Hill. Johnson specialized in
international law with practice in the Far East, Middle
East, and continental Europe.

In 1934, at the age of 24, Johnson was appointed as state’s
attorney for Maryland, and, at age 28, he was elected to the
Maryland State Senate, where he served from 1939 to 1951.
He was the youngest man in state history to serve in those
positions up to that point.

Beginning in 1958, he was elected as a Democrat represen-
tative to the 86th and 87th U.S. Congresses, and served from
January 1959 until January 1963, representing Maryland’s 1st
Congressional District.

After Congress, Johnson resumed the practice of law and
lived in Berlin, Maryland until his death.
DR. WILLIAM F. WEIN, SMA ‘41

Dr. William F. Wein of DeWitt, died Sunday, January 14, 2007,
on his 84th birthday at Crouse Hospital. He was born in Syra-
cuse and practiced dentistry in DeWitt for 43 years.

He attended North High School and graduated from Staun-
ton Military Academy. After serving in World War II as a lieu-
tenant in Patton’s Third Army, he graduated from Syracuse
University where he was a member of Beta Theta Pi fraternity.

He earned his Doctor of Dental Medicine degree from the
University of Pennsylvania, School of Dental Medicine in 1952.
LIEUTENANT KARL GROFF WEST, SMA ‘11

First Lieutenant Karl Groff West was killed in action on No-
vember 5, 1918, while a formation of the 20th Aero Squadron
was making a bombing raid over the town of Mouzon, France.

Lieutenant was born at Danville, Pennsylvania, In 1909 he
entered the Staunton Military Academy, In 1911, he entered
Cascadilla School, where he was prominent in athletics, having
been captain of the football team for two seasons, and played
on the baseball and basketball teams.

In 1915 he entered Cornell University, in the course of civil
engineering, leaving in May, 1917 to enter the School of Mili-
tary Aeronautics at Cornell. He received his flying training in
France, and was commissioned a First Lieutenant on March 2,
1918. In order to get to the front sooner, he selected the rat-
ing of bombardment pilot, and was ordered to the Zone of
Advance in August, as a pilot in the 20th Aero Squadron, a
division of the First Day Bombardment Group.

Lieutenant West and his observer received individual cita-
tions. Lieutenant West and his observer were buried in the
cemetery at Nepvaiit, France, by three young Frenchmen, who
erected crosses at the heads, with the name and the inscrip-
tion: ‘’Honneur et Patrie—Tombe en Combat Aerien le 5
Novembre 1918.

The accuracy of obituaries published in the Kablegram
is dependent on the source of the information. We utilize
information provided by family, newspaper obituaries and
e-mails we receive. Every effort is made to insure that the

information provided is correct.
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THOUGHTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

Periodically through the year we remind you to send us
your annual dues of $50.00. The dues period runs from Sep-
tember 1 of one year through August 31 of the following year.
Of our 3,000+ members, approximately 500 alumni pay dues,
which means that the additional 2,500 members are reaping
the benefits of the 500 who do pay dues.

The dues that are paid generate approximately $25,000 in
operating revenue for the association. That may sound like a
significant amount of money, but it has to be stretched many
directions to meet the association’s obligations.

One example is the Kablegram. The newsletter is written
and assembled by SMA alumni on a volunteer basis. However,
production costs for the three issues per year can go as high
as $ 10,500 — $6,800 for printing, $1,400 for preparation for
bulk mailing, and $2,300 for bulk postage.

In order to insure that SMA alumni receive the Kablegram
and other mailed items, the association must maintain an up
to date database. That database is handled by a professional
(SMADaphne) who also records telephone numbers, e-mail ad-
dresses, dues payments and contributions. The database is
critical to communication with alumni.

Other expenses include the maintenance of the SMA Alumni
Office in the former SMA Supply Room, now the SMA-VWIL
Museum, the annual salary for our SMA Alumni Secretary (who
staffs the office every afternoon and responds to alumni re-
quests and needs), and incidental expenses that arise in any
organization such as ours.

When a new fiscal year begins, the President and Board of
Directors develop an operating budget based on previous year’s
dues and projected costs for the current year. That budget is
then administered by the Treasurer, and periodic reports are
available to the membership.

 A comprehensive report is provided each year at the reunion’s
annual business meeting.

Each August, a special mailing is sent to all alumni in the
database. Also, any alumnus can utilize the convenient form on
the back page of the Kablegram to pay dues and make addi-
tional contributions.

The SMA Alumni Association exists and operates because
our members support the need. We ask that you consider the
benefits, and the perpetuation of the SMA legacy, and provide
the needed support with dues and generous contributions.

  This year the SMA reunion was a huge success, not only with
the great numbers of alumni attending, but the scheduling of all
the wonderful activities and the wonderful opportunity for the VWIL

cadets to see, meet and talk with so many of you
over the weekend. This is the only time the cadets
get to see the commaradarie that comes from a
cadet Corps such as SMA. They have not stopped
talking about the weekend. I want to personally
thank  all of you for including the cadets in your
activities. So many of you took the time to talk
with many of the cadets and you made them feel
important and realize what opportunities they have
by being part of the VWIL Corps. Thank you so

much for that weekend and all you do for VWIL in support and
recognition.

Watching  you march down the hill onto the parade ground
brought tears to everyone’s eyes, including myself! The Memorial
Service and the dinner reception Saturday night will never be
forgotten by the VWIL Corps and MBC attendees. I regret my
requirement to leave the dinner early but felt very ill and felt I
must leave. Senator Barry Goldwater’s speech was evidently the
clear hit of the weekend. I feel that I was actually present since
hearing all the great comments from Dr. Fox on down to the lowest
cadet private. Thank you sir and please come back soon.

The SMA Alumni, and your Association are, and have been, a great
source of inspiration for the VWIL Cadet Corps over the past years. You
can’t imagine how much you have influenced and been great mentors
for the young ladies through your support, kindness, caring and presence.
Thank you again for all you do for us and know that we appreciate it so
much. As I have said many times, VWIL would not be where it is if it
were not for SMA and your Alumni Association. I salute you from the
Corps and Mike Bissell as a genuine show of respect and appreciation
for what you have done.
   –– Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell

“
Open letter from the Commandant

”

SMA Alumni Association dues: the key to services

Mutual support is the key to
the SMA-VWIL relationship

For a number of years, the Staunton Military Academy
Alumni Association sought some purpose that all the alumni
could support.  Military schools from around the country
wanted our mailing list to seek donations from our association.
The association’s board of Directors would not release the
list because it just did not feel right.  Then cadets from the
Mary Baldwin College Virginia Women’s Institute for
Leadership (VWIL) program began contacting the members
to genuinely learn more about our experience.  They felt in a
way that their program was an extension of ours.
     Thus began a relationship of mutual support.  They had a
program without heritage.  We had heritage with no program.
As the relationship grows, more and more Staunton Military
Academy alumni choose to join the support for the VWIL
program.  Their color guard carries the SMA flag, their drill
team has been given the name of the “Howie Rifles”, carrying
on a tradition many years old.  Each year, the VWIL Corps of
Cadets holds a formal parade to honor returning SMA alumni.
The VWIL cadets have demonstrated a desire to learn the
history of SMA, not only at our annual reunions, but
throughout the year.

Throughout the academic year, the SMA-VWIL Museum
is staffed by a team of VWIL cadets, all who have educated
themselves on the history of Staunton Military Academy and
are quite able to pass that history on to museum visitors.

The relationship of mutual support is strong and will
continue to grow as long as SMA alumni are involved.

–Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62
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— Continued from page 20 —
JOHN G. KREUER, SMA ‘45
traveling through many countries, repeating some
of them a few times. Mr. Kreuer loved spending time
at the beach, playing cards and spending time with
many friends. Being an active volunteer, he sup-
ported the Ministry of Caring for many years.

He is survived by his wife of 49 years, Barbara J.
Kreuer of Wilmington; son, Greg and his wife Susan
of Shanghai, China; son, Keith of Midlothian, Vir-
ginia; a son, Jeff of York, Pennsylvania and daughter
Pamela of Wilmington.
ANDREW JACKSON MOORE, JR., SMA ‘68
Andrew Jackson “Jack” Moore Jr., age 56 of the Mill Creek
Community of Robbinsville, North Carolina passed away July
15, 2007 at his residence.

Mr. Moore was born in Washington, D.C. in 1950. Associates
describe Mr. Moore as “a gentleman, scholar and an athlete
who was a friend and inspiration to all who were privileged to
meet him and call him a friend.”

Mr. Moore graduated from Staunton Military Academy in
1968 after distinguishing himself academically on the
Headmaster’s List and militarily as a member of the Howie
Rifles. He excelled in water polo and football, was a black belt
in martial arts and graduated with honors in 1972 from the the
University of Maryland.

He became a Certified Public Accountain in 1975 and for
many years operated a successful business in Maryland. He
relocated to Robbinsville, North Carolina in the 1980’s.

Mr. Moore is survived by his mother, Marie Postell Moore,
two younger sisters, Carolyn Hansborough of Catlett, Virginia
and Suzanne Curtis of Aexandria, Virginia.
JAMES F. NYCUM, JR., SMA ‘70

James F. Nycum, Jr., 57, of Swoope, Virginia, passed away
at his residence from natural causes on Sunday, March 16,
2008. He was born December 8, 1950, in Staunton, Virginia.

Mr. Nycum graduated from Buffalo Gap High School and
Staunton Military Academy, where he continued to play foot-
ball and basketball. He was a self-employed businessman most
of his life. He had owned and operated Ritenour Rest Home,
Little River Grocery, Whitetail Country and Nick’s Car Wash,
and was co-owner of Churchville IGA.

Mr. Nycum devoted his life to his family, coaching his chil-
dren in Little League sports —– football, basketball, baseball,
and softball. He helped his children show their livestock at
local and state fairs. He enjoyed the outdoors and was an avid
hunter and gardener, and he loved to cook.

Mr. Nycum served as Past-President of the Craigsville Jay-
cees and Buffalo Gap Sportsman Club. He was honored when
inducted into the Buffalo Gap Athletics Hall of Fame in 2005.
RANDOLPH M. VALZ, JR., SMA ‘33

Randolph Mills Valz, Jr., born October 16, 1914, in Washing-
ton, D.C. died on Friday, April 25, 2008 in Charleston,
West Virginia. His family moved to Staunton, Virginia
in 1916 where he spent his youth. He graduated from
Staunton Military Academy in 1933 and in 1937, he
graduated from the University of Virginia, where he
was a member of the swimming team and belonged to Phi
Gamma Delta fraternity.

After graduation, he took a job with Belle plant of E.I. DuPont,

and moved to Charleston, West Virginia. In 1939,
Mr. Valz was transferred to the munitions division
of DuPont’s explosives department and after train-
ing in Delaware and New Jersey, was stationed at
the smokeless powder division until 1946, when the
plant was closed.

Mr. Valz returned to Charleston and soon accepted
a sales position with the commercial department of
Socony-Vacuum Oil Company, which ultimately be-
came Mobil Oil Company. He retired from the Mobil
Corporation in 1984 as area manager with 38 years
of service.

Mr. Valz had belonged to several business, social and ser-
vice organizations, but had not been active for several years.
He was long interested in Republican politics and had served
on committees and helped in many ways. He had a lifelong
interest in the University of Virginia and returned for the re-
union of the Thomas Jefferson Society of Alumni.

In an email to the SMAAA notifying us of his father’s pass-
ing, his son Norman stated, “He had many fond memories of
his time at SMA.”
CHARLES RICHARD LEVERING, SMA ‘50

Charles Richard Levering was born Aug. 15, 1932, in
Fredericktown, Ohio, and passed away Feb. 22, 2007, in Dal-
las, Texas.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Violet Williams
Levering and Harold W. Levering of Fredericktown, Ohio, and
Bradenton, Fla.; and his oldest brother, Harold W. Levering Jr.
He is survived by his wife of 54 years, Charlene Levering; daugh-
ter, Lou Ann Levering Monroe, and her son, Preston; son, Craig
Richard Levering and his wife, Carrie, and their daughters,
Christen and Courtney, all of Dallas; and his brother, W. Roger
Levering of Bay Village, Ohio.

He graduated from Staunton Military Academy and attended
Northwestern University where he was a member of Delta
Upsilon fraternity. Charles served in the U.S. Army and was a
veteran of the Korean War. Upon his return, he was a partner
in the family business of livestock and wool.

Charles and his family moved to Dallas, Texas, in 1958. In
1990, he ended his professional career in management with
Southwestern Bell Yellow Pages.

During his life he was a 50-year member of the Thrall Lodge
of Masonry in Fredericktown, Ohio; a 32nd Degree Mason with
Scottish Rite; a Knight with the Knights Templar of Texas; a
member of the Hella Temple Shrine; and a 55-year member of
the Mount Vernon American Legion.
WILLIAM A. BAILEY, SMA ‘62

Dr. William A. Bailey, 59, of Owensboro, Kentucky, died  March
16, 2004, at his home. Dr. Bailey, who practiced general den-
tistry for 33 years in Owensboro, was a 1962
graduate of Staunton Military Academy and sub-
sequently from Kentucky Wesleyan College, and
the University of Louisville, College of Dentistry,

Dr. Bailey was a member of the Green River
Dental Association, which he served as treasurer,
secretary, vice-president, and president, a member of and del-
egate to the Kentucky Dental Association,

He was a founding board member of Health Resources of
Indiana, served as a board member of Delta Dental-Blue Cross/
Blue Shield, and received the “Dr. Donald P. Newsom Award

— Continued on page 22 —
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DON’T BE A LURKER!!!
 Enter this URL into your browser window NOW:

a-aa.proboards82.com
This will take you to the new SMA Message Board, which you’ll want to immediately add to your Bookmarks or Favorites so

it’s easier to find the next time.  You’ll want to visit here frequently to see what’s going on, so why not make it easy to find, right?
This online Message Board is for you to start a topic or a discussion related to SMA, add your comments/opinions to topics

already posted, and participate in discussions.  If you’re trying to find a classmate/roommate, enter a topic and see if anyone can
help you find them.  Be controversial! Be outrageous!! Participate!!! Most of all have FUN with it!!!!

The Message Board has been online since late April and there are already a lot of members signed-up.  All of the boards and
forums are active with some interesting posts and pictures.  This is a great way to stay connected with SMA!

So, what’s a “lurker” anyway? In Internet culture, a lurker is a person who reads discussions on a message board, newsgroup,
chatroom, file sharing or other interactive system, but rarely participates.  If you’ve been lurking since the board was activated,
then you are ordered to “de-lurk”, which means to “start contributing actively to a community having been a lurker previously”.

Anyone can view and reply to the posts that have already been entered on the message board as a “Guest”, but no one will
know who you are and that sort of defeats the purpose of the Board.  Although not required, it is recommended that you register
as a member of the SMA Message Board.Message Board.

There are instructions posted on the board to assist you with registering and utilizing the Message Board to post new topics
(start there).  After you register, you will receive an automated email providing your User Name and Password (be sure to save
this email) and requesting you to validate your email address. This email also includes an “activation key” that you’ll use to
activate your account.  Go ahead and click on the link in the automated email and the rest is self explanatory.

At the top of the Message Board is a “Help” button that provides all the tutorials on how the Message Board works, such as
the organization, how to start a topic thread, how to reply, etc.

Enjoy it and don’t be a “lurker”!

NEWS FOR AND ABOUT SMA ALUMNI
Here’s a new way to keep in touch with what is going on with your

classmates and the SMA Alumni Assocation.

Coach Edgar “Eddie” Bryant,
SMA ‘39, reads the plaque
presented to him as one of
two “Living Legends” at the
2008 reunion banquet. The
plaque will be installed on a
special place on the Memo-
rial Wall. Behind Coach Bryant
is Harold P. “Herk” Wolfe,
SMA ‘49. The second plaque
was awarded in absentia to
Paul J. “Ike” Kivlighan, SMA
‘29. See story on page two.

Faces from the 2008 reunion

The Kablegram always makes an effort to picture everyone who
attends each reunion, but space and identification do not accom-
modate that goal. Pictured here are some of the alumni who at-
tended. Pages 10, 11 and 12 provide a complete list of 2008 at-
tendees and additional photographs.

Jerry A. Kaber,
SMA ‘58

Gerald Ansteth,
SMA ‘58

David Beduhn,
SMA ‘69

Steven Bond,
SMA ‘61

Edmund Smith,
SMA ‘76

Larry Clemson,
SMA ‘61

The Kablegram wishes to thank George Fairlamb,
SMA ‘60, Peter W. Jones, SMA ‘65 and Edmund
A. Smith, SMA ‘76 for their photographic contri-
butions. Our appreciation also goes to David C.
Beduhn, SMA ‘69, for the extensive effort he goes
to in video taping the entire reunion weekend and
making DVDs available to the museum and alumni. George Fairlamb,

SMA ‘60
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Major Joseph A. Bell passed away on May 16,
1991. He was the Band Director at SMA from 1964
until 1974. “My dad spent countless hours at the
Band‘Shack, giving instrument lessons to interested

cadets, conducting parades on week-
ends, conducting the Pep Band at games
and honoring SMA by winning the
Staunton Christmas Parade a number
of times.”

“Though known as a perfectionist, spit and pol-
ish, and very strict, he was touched by letters he received
from former students who appreciated his sincere interest in
them musically and personally. A man of integrity, he tried to
pass that on to the young men he cared about so much.”
— Patricia M. Bell

JOSEPH A. BELL,
SMA BAND DIRECTOR 1964-74

JAMES M. CRAPPS, SMA ‘68
James Martin Crapps, 56, Live Oak, Florida, born December

2, 1950 in Hines, Florida, passed away on Wednesday, April 4,
2007 at Shands Hospital in Gainesville, Florida.

James was a graduate of Staunton Military Academy in 1968
and the University of Florida in Gainesville, Florida.  Following
his graduation in 1974 from Univerity of Florida, he began his
banking career at the First National Bank of Live Oak and
Hamilton County where he worked until 1986.

Later, James organized and established First National Credit
of Live Oak. In addition to his banking career, James had other
business interests, including real estate investments.  He was
a supporter of University of Florida and an avid “Gator” fan.
James was a local philanthropist supporting churches, educa-
tion, sports, civic, community and other humanitarian causes.

GEORGE T. EVERETT, SMA ‘62
George Taylor Everett, 64, was born in Suffolk, Virginia and

died April 14, 2008, in Sentara Obici Hospital, Suffolk.
Mr. Everett attended Suffolk public schools and graduated

from Staunton Military Academy. He attended
Elon and Old Dominion universities. He served in
the U.S. Army in Korea and worked in housing
and road construction businesses.

He enjoyed a number of interests including ge-
nealogy, sports and travel; but most of his inter-
ests centered on family members, all of whom
he adored. Mr. Everett was described as “a warm, generous,
and caring person who was a friend to many. He liked to make
people smile and went out of his way to be helpful to others.”

THOMAS A. GRANT, SMA ‘56
Thomas A. Grant Jr., 67, SMA ‘56 passed away peacefully,

Wednesday, February 9, 2005 with his wife at his side. Follow-
ing SMA, he attended the University of North Carolina in Chapel
Hill, and was a member of Chi Phi Fraternity.

Upon his graduation in 1960, he  served in the
U.S. Marine Corps, 2nd Division FMF to 1962.

Mr. Grant’s career began in his family’s busi-
ness of the Leggett/Belk retail and wholesale
stores throughout North Carolina, until his re-
tirement in 1980.

Mr. Grant lived in many cities of the United States and Eu-
rope, making Naples his home for his final 26 years. During
that time, his passion for writing took him to New York City
where he met his wife, Margaret.

He is survived by his wife, Margaret Suchocki Grant; his
sister, Julia L. Grant of Santa Rosa, California; his daughter,
Indie Gardiner Grant of Alexandria, Virginia; daughter-in-law,
Helen A. Grant of Forest Hills, Maryland; and grandchildren,
Grant Peregoy, Ashley Gardner and Thomas A. Grant IV.
WILLIAM R. GLOVER, SMA ‘50

William R. Glover, 75, of Southern Pines, North Carolina,
died Friday, March 7, 2008 at his home. A private graveside
service will be held at the U.S. Air Force Academy, at a later
date, when military honors will be presented.

Mr. Glover was a 1950 graduate of Staunton Military Acad-
emy, and the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland. He
was a member of the first graduating class of the U.S. Air
Force Academy, Colorado Springs, Colorado. He was a test
pilot. Mr. Glover is survived by Shari Thomas-Glover.
NEVIN C. HAMPSHIRE, SMA ‘37

Nevin C. Hampshire, SMA ‘37 passed away on February 21,
2008 in St. Charles, Missouri. The notice was submitted via e-
mail by his daughter-in-law, Paulette Wolz.
JOHN G. KREUER, SMA ‘45

John G. (Jack) Kreuer, SMA ‘45, passed away peacefully on
April 23, 2008 in his home in Wilmington, Delaware.

Mr. Kreuer was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1927.
After graduating from Staunton Military Academy, he attended
Cornell University prior to entering the United States Army.

He was reportedly “extremely proud to have served his
country as a Second Lieutenant and returned to finish his edu-
cation at Washington and Jefferson College.”

Joining the E.I. Dupont Company he enjoyed a lengthy
career in the Sales and Marketing field. Mr. Kreuer was able
to dedicate much of his time to his passions in life of playing
golf as a member of the Dupont Golf and Country Club and

— Continued to page 21 —

Colonel Richard S. Friedman, USA Ret., died on April 8, 2007
in Tucson, Arizona, and was buried with full military honors at
Arlington National Cemetery.  

Richard served in the European, African, and Middle East-
ern theaters in World War II as an intelligence NCO in the Office
of Strategic Services (OSS). After the war, he was commis-
sioned from Army ROTC at the University of Virginia, where he
received a law degree.

 He subsequently served in a variety of intelligence and Spe-
cial Forces positions, including an assignment as the senior US
intelligence officer (SIO) at NATO Headquarters in Brussels

After retiring from the Army, he worked for the Central

RICHARD S. FRIEDMAN, SMA ‘43

Intelligence Agency as a senior analyst, assistant
national intelligence officer, and staff operations
officer. Colonel Friedman was the lead author of
Advanced Technology Warfare (1986) and contrib-
uted chapters to The Intelligence War (1984) and
U.S. War Machine (1987).

SMA was referenced in his eulogy by Colonel R.
Hoag, a colleague of Richard’s from service at NATO
in the l980’s.—“Through our almost 43 years of
marriage he spoke to me of his admiration and pride
for SMA.”
 —  Patricia W. Friedman, Tucson, Arizona



— 6—

VWIL        NEWS

VWIL grad awarded Bronze Star
By Brad Zinn, staff writer, The News Leader, Staunton, Virginia

STAUNTON — While stationed at Baghdad International Airport in 2006,
Air Force Special Agent Capt. Kristy Wheeler commanded 19 agents con-
ducting complex human informant operations, including more than 50 tac-
tical combat missions outside the wire.

As she received a Bronze Star Medal at the upper field of Mary Baldwin
College, Wheeler, 28, said while in Baghdad she often reflected on the
training she received while attending the Virginia Woman’s Institute for
Leadership (VWIL) at the school.

“They make me feel proud to be a graduate of VWIL,” said Wheeler, a
2001 graduate of MBC.

According to the U.S. Air Force, Wheeler was directly responsible for the
safe transport of 120,000 troops and 20,000 tons of equipment from June
to December 2006, and endured more than 50 mortar and rocket attacks.
Wheeler also is credited with recruiting 10 Iraqi sources. Her efforts, the
Air Force said, propelled 25 “target packages” with 18 direct action mis-
sions against enemy forces. During her command, improvised explosive
attacks at the Baghdad airport were reduced by 60 percent.

Wheeler said the award was unexpected. “I just went over there and
tried to do my best,” she said. “Survival is teamwork.”

More than a year removed from Iraq, Wheeler has had time to mull
over her experience. “I value life a lot differently now,” she said. “You
really start to reflect on everything.”

Wheeler, now in the U.S. Air Force Reserve, was not at liberty to talk
about her tactical missions in detail.

Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell, Commandant of the VWIL Corps of Cadets,
recalled Wheeler’s four years  in the corps. “‘Miss Integrity,’ ‘Miss Honor,’
if you will,” Bissell said of Wheeler. “She is my mentor, because she is a
good one. She really is. I think she’s a great example of what we’re trying
to do at VWIL,” Bissell said.

VWIL First Captain Christina Moore, slated to graduate in 2008 and
commission in the United States Marine Corps in August, said Wheeler’s
award ceremony was inspiring to all the cadets.

“It reinforces all of the reasons why we came here,” Moore said.

Four scholarships were awarded during the 2008 reunion’s SMA-VWIL
Review on Friday, April 11. Danielle Gardiner (left), was awarded the
$2,500 Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA, while Jessica Tait (second
from left) received the $2,500 Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship. Both
are sponsored by Hunter W. Henry, Jr., SMA ‘46, a longtime supporter
of the VWIL program. Two additional scholarships were awarded, —
the SMA Alumni Association Leadership Scholarships. These were
awarded to Summer Mason (second from right) and Jasmine Bailey.

VWIL Commandant Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell
pins a Bronze Star on U. S. Air Force Captain
Kristy Wheeler, a 2001 graduate of  VWIL and
First Captain that year. Wheeler was awarded
the Bronze Star for meritorious service in Iraq.

(Staunton News Leader Photo)

VWIL First Captain Christine Moore shows off the
engraved acrylic and medal representing the
2008 Kable Legion of Honor. Posing with her is
Barry M. Goldwater, Jr., SMA ‘57, who presented
the award at the April 11 SMA-VWIL Review.
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Warren S. Jungerheld, SMA ‘42, “Jug” to his friends,
died in December 1999. He graduated from Staunton Mili-
tary Academy in 1942.

According to those who knew him, “his love was base-
ball and he developed an excellent ‘knuckle ball’ while
pitching at SMA”. Following SMA and a year at Michigan
State College, Warren  entered West Point in 1943 with
the class of 1946. “His years as a cadet were filled with
baseball and close friendships,” his classmates
recall. In 1946 he commissioned in the Infantry.

On his first assignment in Korea with the 20th
Infantry Division, he met an Army Nurse named
Marilyn Goeltz. He would later write that he
“knew that Marilyn would be the love of his life
the first moment they met.” He proposed to her
in Korea on a hill near Kwang-ju and they spent
the next 53 years together.

From Korea, he and Marilyn moved to Fort
Jackson, South Carolina. Next, Mr. Juggerheld
received orders for Germany and spent the next
three years in Karlsruhe followed by Fort Benning, Geor-
gia for the Infantry Officers Advanced Course, and then
to Texas where he would be a USAR Advisor.

In the spring of 1957 he began  a second tour in Korea
as Commander of H Company, 17th Infantry Regiment.
After a successful command, he became Senior Aid to
Major General T.J. Sands. Upon his return from Korea,
he was assigned to the University of Arizona ROTC In-
structor Group.

 In 1961 he was off to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas for
Command and General Staff College, and subsequently
received orders to Japan. While there, Marilyn and “Jug”
added to their family by adopting a two-year-old Japanese
girl who they named Ann. In 1964, he would move on to
Ft. Polk, Louisiana where he would take Battalion Com-
mand in tort 5th Basic Combat Training Brigade.

In 1967, after a quick course in Vietnamese language
at the Presidio in Monterey, California, “Warren went to
Vietnam as Deputy Senior Advisor, 25th Infantry Division,
ARVN. “This was his most difficult assignment”, accord-
ing to his associates, who recall that “he met this chal-
lenge with professionalism and a unique ability to posi-
tively influence his Vietnamese counterparts.”

He was awarded the Legion of Merit for his contribu-
tions. Particularly difficult for Warren and Marilyn was that
as Warren’s tour was ending their oldest son Jim was
beginning his tour in Vietnam as a Fire Team Leader in
the Americal Division. Soon after Warren returned he was
notified that Jim was wounded in a firefight, was later
awarded the Bronze Star for Valor and was able to finish
his tour and return home safely.

Warren retired in 1968 and moved the family to Lake
Nebagamon, Wisconsin. He became the Assistant Direc-
tor of Catholic Charities in Superior where he “earned re-

Warren Jungerheld, SMA ‘42: distinguished military career

PASS IN REVIEW

spect for his honesty, compassion, and leadership as he
administered the many programs and facilities within the
Diocese.” He retired from Catholic Charities in 1981 and
he and Marilyn moved north to Duluth, Minnesota in 1984.

In 1984 Warren was diagnosed with cancer, chose ag-
gressive treatment and went into remisssion.

Then in the early summer of 1999, Warren was diag-
nosed with Stage III lung cancer. He chose to treat it with

aggressive radiation. Despite early signs of suc-
cess, he was unable to overcome the effects of
the treatment. Warren died December 20, 1998.

“Warren Jungerheld was a very private per-
son who did not seek fame and recognition in
his life”, his friends recall, adding: “for him, life
served a much larger purpose.”

“Like so many others of his generation he was
a man of unwavering character grounded in
strong beliefs in duty, honor, and country. Sur-
rounding these beliefs was great faith in God
and family. His legacy is rich with the positive

impact that he had as an officer, administrator, husband,
father and friend.”

Classmate, Bill Grisham, remembered: “ It would be im-
possible not to like ‘Jug.’ I cannot think of an instance
where he harmed anyone, either directly or indirectly. You
know the drill — where someone uses some clever posi-
tioning strategy to advance his own career at another’s
expense. Well,  not ‘Jug’. Never. He was a gentleman,
through and through. and [I am sure] God has a warm
place in his heart for him.”

George Dennis Forney died January 28, 2007, in Cumming,
Georgia. Forney grew up in Asheville, North Carolina. As a child,
he loved to roam the woods behind his house with his best
friend, Richard. As a teen, his horizons expanded as he rode
his motorcycle through the mountains of North Carolina.

Mr. Forney attended Staunton Military Academy with the
class of 1967  and graduated from Wingate University and sub-
sequently attended Western Carolina University.

Mr. Forney is said to have loved the freedom of the road. He
worked for Southern Railroad as a conductor and brakeman.
When he left his job with the railroad, the road beckoned him
once again. He got his license to be a commercial truck driver.
and “spent some of the happiest moments of his life traveling
the countryside with his adoring dog, Sassy, by his side”.

Mr. Forney was preceded in death by his father, George Rob-
ert Forney, and his wife, Carol Forney.  He is survived by his
mother, Doris Forney, of Hendersonville, North Carolina; son
and daughter-in-law, Benjamin Merrick and Kimberly Forney;
grandchildren, Rachel and William; sister, Doreen Forney; step-
children, Alan Hetherington and Jamie Brown; cousins, Bud
and George Hardin; and special friend, Richard Soderquist.

GEORGE DENNIS FORNEY, SMA ‘67




