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1. Introduction

The Staunton Military Academy (SMA) was founded by William H. Kable in Staunton, Virginia in 1884. It went by the

name “The Staunton Male Academy” for four years until Kable adopted a military format starting with the 1888-89 session.

It was renamed “The Staunton Military Academy” at that time. SMA continued in

operation at the same location for 92 sessions and closed its doors in Staunton in June

1976. SMA reopened in Hampton, Virginia, in September 1977 for one session and

closed for the final time as a full time educational institution in June 1978. A summer

program was run by the SMA Alumni Association for three summers starting in 1989.

Approximately 21,000 cadets passed through the portals of SMA with over

7,400 receiving diplomas. The smallest number of students was in the 1899-1900

session with 15 cadets in the Corps. The largest number of cadets was during the
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Foreword

With this issue, the Kablegram begins publishing the recently researched and documented true history of the Staunton

Military Academy. Two chapters, with the exception of chapters 11- 15, will be published in each issue of the Kablegram.

Below is the table of contents for the History of SMA.
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_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00

Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Hat Shield

Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering

                               “Staunton Military Academy”

T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................. $10.00

_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield) ..................... $15.00

_____ Gray: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidery on sleeve) .................................................. $20.00

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidery on sleeve) .............................................. $20.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Embroidered Gold Hat Shield) ..................... $30.00

_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $30.00

_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts: $35.00  M-3X

White with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield

Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X

Gold w/fleece lining: Embroidered blue Hat Shield on Front

Navy Blue w/fleece lining: Embroidered blue Hat Shield on Front

_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover: ......$35.00  M-3X

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00

_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)

_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50

_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00

_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00

_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $10.00

_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $8.00

_____ Mug: Gray w/South Barracks in blue ......................... $2.50

_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $18.00

_____ Artist Sketch: 17X7 1/4:  South Barracks, Administration Building,

Mess Hall, Kable Hall, North Barracks ...................... $5.00

_____ Artist Sketch: 14X9:  Memorial Hall, Kable Hall, North Barracks

(Approach from Prospect Drive) ............................... $5.00

_____ License Plate Sign (White w/ “SMA ALUMNI” in blue) . $10.00

_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70

_____ ................................................................................... $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.

Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are

subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:

    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................. $008.75

    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $010.95

    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $012.95

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Currently, credit card orders can-
not be accepted by the Cadet Store.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

CADET STORE
Harry Bruckno

President, SMA Alumni Association

A hearty “Thank You” to all the Old Boys who attended the
reunion this April.  Many were here for the first time since
graduation, and everyone said they had good time and will
be back in the future.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of
you who made special donations to help defray the costs for
our Faculty members and the VWIL cadets attending the
Saturday night banquet.  Your help was a decisive factor in
our staying out of the red this year.

The Board of Directors has been working very hard to
maintain the SMA Alumni Association, the Web site, and the
Museum.  The board members work closely together to make
sure our legacy will be here long after the last Old Boy has
gone on the final reward.  Do you remember how often you
spoke to your family about your times at SMA?  Through the
museum, your descendants will be able to learn about SMA
and your time there.  Many families call or E-mail the Museum

with questions and
requests about Fathers,
Grandfathers, and now
Great Grand fathers.  A
new computer system has
been purchased to help
Sgt. Major Nicely answer
those questions.  An
archives room has been
added to the Museum to
help preserve the items so
valued and treasured by all
the Old Boys.   Last, but not
least, the VWIL cadets
continue to carry our SMA
traditions through their
daily routines while at Mary
Baldwin College and even
after their Graduation.

Gentlemen, you
should be very proud of
what you have done to
save your legacy and what

you are doing for the future of your country by supporting the
young women of VWIL.

On a final note, please pay your dues, and keep those
donations coming.  Every little bit helps to keep this operation
running smoothly.

Editor’s Note:  Yes, Billy Lee, this was really written by
an interior lineman.

Bruck ‘62  
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1966-67 session with 665 cadets in the Corps. The
largest graduating class was the class of 1964 with 200
cadets receiving diplomas. The smallest number of
seniors was in 1900 with three cadets receiving diplomas.
The first diploma was awarded to Cadet Browning in
1890. The last diploma was awarded to Cadet Shawn
Webb in 1976.
The entire story of the Staunton Military Academy told in
the following pages is the journey through one man’s
dream of what the education of young men should be,
with that dream being continued after his death to the
end by others that took up the banner and marched to the

drumbeat defined by William H. Kable.

2. The Road to Staunton
William H. Kable was born on September 25, 1837

in Kabletown, Jefferson County, Virginia (now West
Virginia). He was the youngest of the children born to John
and Ellen Kable. John Kable was a farmer and ran a Grist
Mill located on Bullskin Run near the Shenandoah River.
Of the three sons of John Kable, William was the only one
to receive a formal education. He attended a private school
in the area and then taught at it when he was seventeen
years old.

After
finishing his
p r i m a r y
education,
W i l l i a m
worked on
his father’s
farm until his
f a t h e r
p a s s e d
away in
1857. He
then entered
a private school to prepare himself for college, matriculating
at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville in the fall of
1858; continuing there until June of 1860. During those
years, he studied Latin, Modern Language, Greek,
Mathematics, & Moral Philosophy. He left the University
and traveled to Southampton County, Virginia to take a
position as the assistant Instructor at the Green Plain
Academy.

In April 1861, William Kable answered the call of
his home state and traveled back to Charlottesville to enlist
in the Virginia Militia. He enlisted as a 4th Sergeant in
Company F, 10th Virginia Cavalry Regiment. Kable rose
quickly in rank and was promoted to Captain on November
18, 1862. Additionally, he was assigned as the Regiment
Quartermaster in April 1863. On June 30, 1863 he was
wounded-in-action when he had his horse shot out from
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under him at Hanover, PA on the first day of the Battle of
Gettysburg. After recovering from his wounds, he continued
serving in the 10th Virginia until he was surrendered at
Appomattox on April 9, 1865. On his mustering out papers,
General Robert E. Lee wrote “This was a good Officer”.
(Note: from here on William H. Kable will be referred to
as Capt. Kable as was the custom for articles and writings
about him during his lifetime and after his death. One
interesting note by the researcher is nowhere could it be
found, other than the military records of the CSA, that
William H. Kable ever referred to himself as  ”Captain.”)

Capt. Kable returned to his home and began
teaching again at the same school he had taught at when
he was seventeen. He then reentered the University of
Virginia in 1867 and was awarded a Master of Arts in May

1868. It was
then that
W i l l i a m
K a b l e
established
his first
school. The
S t a u n t o n
(Virginia)
Specta tor
reported on
June 2,

1868 that “William H. Kable and S.J. Coffman will open a
classical and mathematical school in West View, Augusta
County; they will teach ancient and modern languages,
mathematics, and English.” West View was and still is a
small community approximately 5 miles west of Staunton,
Virginia.

C a p t .
Kable left teaching
in June 1869 due
to “Defective
Eyesight” and
returned to his
home in
Kabletown, West
Virginia to take up
farming on the
family farm for the
next three years.
It was during this time that he married Willie L. Gibbs.
Their first son, William G. Kable, was born September 10,
1872. Also in September of 1872, the Board of Trustees of
the Charlestown Academy announced that they had secured
the services of Captain W. H. Kable for the 1872-73 school
term. The Charlestown Academy was a private school that
had been founded in 1795. Capt. Kable would remain the
Principal of the Charlestown Academy until May of 1884.

Childhood Home in Kabletown

Pistol carried by Captain Kable in 10th

Virginia Cavalry

West View, Virginia (2009)

taps

George B. Viault, SMA ‘60

George B. Vialut, class of ‘60, passed away on February 16,
2010. 

Courtesty of Anne Viault.

===============================================================

Lee R. Wills, SMA ‘48

Lee R. Wills passed away on May 2, 2004, after a lengthy
battle with diabetes. He was born in Oklahoma City Okla. on Oct.
13, 1930 to W. A. and Jennette Robinson Wills. The Wills family
moved to Pueblo, Colo. in 1939.

Lee attended Centennial High School in Pueblo and
graduated from Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, VA. In
1948, he entered the University of Colorado. His
education was put on hold for service in the U.S. Air
Force during the Korean Conflict.

Lee graduated from the University of Colorado
Law School in 1956, and returned to Pueblo to begin
his legal career with classmate and partner Jerry Smith.
In 1959, he joined the firm of Phelps, Fonda and Hayes
where he began a specialization in the area of insurance
defense. In 1968, Lee moved his law practice to Colorado
Springs as a partner in the firm of Rector, Kane, Donley
and Wills. Lee opened The Wills Law Firm in 1983 where
he was later joined in the practice by his son, Drew,
until his retirement in 2000.

Lee Wills fashioned himself a “country trial lawyer” but was
well known for his dry wit, professionalism, high ethical standards,
decorum and ability in the courtroom. He was inducted into the
American College of Trial Lawyers in 1977, and served several
years on the state committee and as state chairman. Lee was a
lifetime fellow of the American College. He was an active member
of the U. S. District Court for the 10th Circuit Bar Association and
served 5 years as a member of the U.S. District Court Committee
on Conduct. Lee was a loyal friend of University of Colorado
School of Law where he served 6 years as a member and chair of
the Alumni Board. He was awarded the Outstanding Practitioner
Medal by the University of Colorado School of Law in 1990.

Lee provided service to his community in many ways but
was most dedicated to Grace Episcopal Church where he served
on the vestry for many years and was Chancellor at the time of
his death. He was a member of the Cheyenne Mountain Country
Club and the Kissing Camels Golf Club.

 Lee was devoted to his family and is survived by his wife of
50 years, Mary Lawson Wills and four sons, John G. and his wife
Patti of Naperville, Ill., H. Lawson, his wife Sheila, of Aspen Colo.,
Wm. Andrew (“Drew”), his wife Jeannie, of Colorado Springs
and C. Price, his wife Diane, of Bozeman, Mont.; as well as 11
grandchildren. Lee is also survived by his brother, W.A. Wills, Jr.
of Colorado Springs. He was preceded in death by a brother
Charles R. Wills.

===============================================================

Donald Grant Wise, SMA ‘57

Donald Grant Wise, 70, of Portsmouth, Virginia passed
away at his home in Point Harbor, North Carolina on May
5, 2009 surrounded in love by his family after a brave
battle with pancreatic cancer.

Donnie was born October 4, 1938 in Portsmouth,
Virginia.  He attended Churchland High School, graduating
with the class of 1956.  He took a post-graduate year at

Staunton Military Academy, as part of the class of 1957.

Donnie achieved a degree in Electrical Engineering from
Virginia Military Institute in 1961 and went on to acquire
his law degree from the Marshall Wythe School of Law at
the College of William and Mary in 1963, at which time he

joined his father and brother in the law firm Wise, Wise, and
Wise.  Donnie practiced law in Portsmouth for over 40 years.

He loved outdoor activities, including riding motorcycles,
being on the water, walking in the woods, playing tennis, and
spending time with his family and vast array of friends.  Boat
trips on the Albemarle Sound to “Milk Truck” beach and Durant
Island were always a favorite pastime.  Donnie enjoyed exploring
the beaches, gathering driftwood, and keeping the areas clean.
He took his family on countless adventures: white water canoeing,
camping, and skiing.  Donnie was a talented woodworker who
enjoyed carving and turning wood, as well as making wooden
collages.

E-mail letters, Articles, TAPS to:
Kablegram@sma-alumni.org

Continued Continued Continued Continued Continued on page 4
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During those next 12 years, Capt. Kable continued to develop
his credentials and prepare for his next step in his developing
his own school. In May of 1873, Capt. Kable was awarded
an Honorary Master of Arts from Columbia

College (now George Washington University). The
details of the reasons for the award are unknown, but events
later in the year give clues as to the reasons. In September of
1873, Capt. Kable published an announcement for an “English,
Classical, &
M a t h e m a t i c a l
School” at the
C h a r l e s t o w n
Academy. The
article detailed out
the design of the
school criteria
including Courses
of Instruction,
Method of
I n s t r u c t i o n ,
D i s c i p l i n e ,
Boarding Opportunities, and Terms.

Besides his teaching, Capt. Kable was also active in
the Jefferson County government. He was on the Board of
Supervisors for Jefferson County and was the President of
the County Court for four years. Also during this time, Capt.
Kable began selling his shares of the family farm. Though
the amount received for the land is unknown, the Jefferson
county records show that he sold 13 parcels of land. He
undoubtedly did this to acquire funds to start his own school.

In 1883, Capt. Kable attempted to purchase Charles
Washington’s ancestral home, Mordington (a.k.a. Happy
Retreat) when it came up for sale at public auction. Charles
Washington was the brother of George Washington and the
founder of Charlestown. Capt. Kable was the highest bidder
during the auction. However, after the auction, Bassett
Mitchell of South Carolina offered a greater price for the
property and the court ordered it sold to him. Not able to
locate a similarly suitable location to start his own school,
Capt. Kable turned his eyes to Staunton, Virginia.

Capt. Kable was very familiar with the Staunton area.
Besides the time he spent teaching in his school at West View,
he had several other attachments to the area. His wife had
been born and raised
until the age of eight
in Augusta County,
the county that
surrounds Staunton.
His Brother-in-Law,
William W. Gibbs,
was a wagon maker
in Staunton in the
early 1880’s. Also,
being an educator,

Capt. Kable would have seen Staunton from an educator’s
eyes. In the early 1880’s, Staunton and the surrounding area
might have been called the cornerstone of Education for the
Shenandoah Valley. Among the schools operating there were
the Fishburne School (now the Fishburne Military School),
Principled by the founder, James. A. Fishburne; Augusta
Military Academy (closed January, 1984), Principled by the
founder, Charles S. Roller; the Augusta Female Seminary
(now Mary Baldwin College), Principled by Mary Julia
Baldwin; the Institution for Deaf and Dumb and the Blind
(Now the Virginia School for the Deaf and Blind), Principled
by Captain Doyle; and the Virginia Female Institute (now
Stuart Hall), Principled by Mrs. Flora Stuart, the widow of
Gen. J.E.B. Stuart. Capt. Kable purchased the Alby property
just north of the Staunton City limits on May 17, 1884 for his
school. The property was described as having a spacious
residence and four acres of ground. Capt. Kable also
immediately began construction of a classroom for his school.

Capt. Kable had the Prospectus for his new school
(which is duplicated below) published at that time in one of
the local newspapers. It set the standards and truly the
groundwork for the school that would grow into the Staunton
Military Academy.

PROSPECTUS

The undersigned, now Principal of the
Charlestown Academy, Jefferson county, W. Va.,
being under the necessity of making such changes
in his present residence as will involve
considerable expense to meet the increasing
demands of his school, has had suggested to him
and proposes to remove his school to
STAUNTON, if a sufficient local patronage can
be assured to him.  While greatly encouraged in
his present location, he realizes the increased
advantages of Staunton as an educational centre,
and the better opportunities for the successful
prosecution of his efforts, with the added
incentive of the lack of a well equipped male
school in the city.  Educated at the University of
Virginia, he claims fitness for his work in a
thorough preparation and in the diligent and
successful prosecution of the profession thro’ a
period of twenty years.  He proposes to establish
a first-class preparatory school for boys, thorough
in all its departments, not only to fit boys for our
Universities, but to meet the growing and
imperative demand for the accurate and careful
training of many who must and do limit their
education to the preparatory school.
In addition to the usual curriculum of Ancient and
Modern Languages and Mathematics, careful
attention has been given to instruction in the
Sciences.  For illustration in Physics, the schoolMordington (a.k.a. Happy Retreat)

taps

 John was a loving husband, father, grandfather and great
grandfather. He was preceded in death by his wife Margaret
Murphy and his daughter Peggy. He is survived by five children;
Toni Neary Harper, Kathleen Henze (Tom), Molly Neary (Kenneth
Kanev), Michael (Jamie), and Barbi Neary. Also surviving are his
eleven grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. John had an
incredible faith, a tremendous work ethic and unwavering love
for family and friends. His positive attitude and sense of humor
was an example to all. Life without him “hurts like the dickens.”

 Funeral Services were held in Brophy Chapel (4701 N. Central
Ave., Phoenix, AZ) on Saturday, March 27, 2010 at 12 noon.

===============================================================

Larry Schnecker, SMA ‘44

Larry Schnecker passed away from various
illnesses on September 9, 2009 in his home town of
Middletown, Ohio.

Courtesy of his son, John Schnecker of Lake Zurich, IL.

===============================================================

Lake R. Slacum Jr., SMA ’55

Lake R. Slacum Jr., 72, of Cambridge, MD passed away
on Tuesday, February 2, 2010 at Dorchester General
Hospital. He was born in Cambridge on June 2, 1937 and
was a son of the late Lake R. Slacum, Sr. and Elena Wood
Slacum.

Mr. Slacum graduated from Staunton Military Academy in
Staunton, VA. After high school, he entered the U.S. Army and was
stationed in Korea. When Mr. Slacum returned from serving his
country, he went to Potomac State College and later to Louisiana
State University, where he received his bachelor’s degree in Electrical
Engineering in 1963. On June 28, 1963, he married the former Julie
Pritchett. Mr. Slacum worked and retired on January 1, 1995 from
Delmarva Power. He loved building model boats. He especially
enjoyed building model skipjacks.

He is survived by his wife Julie Pritchett Slacum of Cambridge,
a son Lake R. Slacum III and wife Cindy of Wilmington, NC and
twin grandsons Lake Frederick Slacum and Payne Pritchett Slacum.
Besides his parents, Mr. Slacum is preceded in death by a daughter
Amy Slacum Hussey and a sister Delores Carter.

Honorary pallbearers were Thomas H. Adams, Jr., Steven A.
Adams, W. Ladd Johnson, Herbert “Buddy” Tall, Richard “Dick’
Morse and Danny Brannock. A private funeral service was held on
Thursday, February 4, 2010 at Thomas Funeral Home, P.A. with
Rev. A. Delmer Willey Jr. officiating. Burial followed at Old Trinity
Churchyard.

===============================================================

Donald E. Stuart, SMA ‘42

Donald E. Stuart, 84 of Fitchburg, MA, a longtime Gardner
resident, a former President of Temple Stuart in Baldwinville, and
a longtime civic leader, died peacefully Sunday, March 21, 2010
at home, surrounded by the love of his family.

Donald, son of the late John H. and Ruth K. (Zander) Stuart,
was born in Fitchburg on August 2, 1925 and lived in Gardner
until moving to Fitchburg six years ago. Donald attended Gardner
High School for two years and went on to graduate from the
Staunton Military Academy in 1942. He enlisted in the United

States Army Air Corp, serving our country during World War II.
Following his discharge, Donald attended the University of
Michigan where he was a member of Theta Xi Fraternity.

Donald was an owner and director of the Temple Stuart Co.
in Baldwinville for over forty years, retiring as President in 1990.
During that time, Donald was active in numerous organizations
including the Shriners, The Hope Lodge of Masons in Gardner,
and the Gardner American Legion. Donald was the oldest
surviving member of the Oak Hill Country Club, having been a
member since joining with his father many years ago. He was a
member and Past President of the Greenwood Memorial Swim
Club, Director of the Worcester County National Bank, Director
of Shawmut Bank, Director of Henry Heywood Memorial Hospital,
and a member of the Republican National Committee. Donald

was Chairman of Troop 5 of the Boy Scouts of America
and during his youth, had been a member of the swim
teams of the University of Michgan, Gardner High
School and Staunton Military Academy, where he served

as Captain during his senior year. While in Gardner,
Donald had been a longtime, active and supporting
member of the First Congregational Church.

He will be sadly missed by his beloved wife of 27
years; Elissa “Dolly” E. (Hill) Stuart, three sons; Bryan
D. Stuart and his wife Deborah of The Woodlands Texas,
John P. Stuart of Humble Texas and Alan E. Stuart and
his wife Michelle of Sussex NJ, two stepsons; Shawn A.
Dooley and his wife Hakson of Germany and Scott D.

Dooley of Ashby, his sister; Joan E. Damon-Hillman and her
husband Charles “Buzz” of Lunenburg, eight grandchildren;
Alexander Stuart, Ian Stuart and Ansley Stuart, all of New Jersey,
Bryanna Stuart, Nicholas Stuart, Jennifer Berka and Eugene Oller
all of Texas, T.J. Berka of California and many nephews and nieces.

===============================================================

Richard Bryan Thomas, SMA ’56

Richard Bryan Thomas, 71, passed away
Tuesday at his home in Lake Havasu City, AZ.
He was born Sept. 28, 1938, in Akron, Ohio.
Richard and his wife moved to Lake Havasu
City 12 years ago from Villa Park, Calif. He
attended high school at Staunton Military

Academy in Staunton, Va. Richard was a graduate from Kent
State and his career was in transportation. Richard was a member
of the Masonic Lodge of Akron, Loyal Order of Moose, Fraternal
Order of Eagles and American Legion. He attended Mount Olive
Lutheran Church in Lake Havasu City.

Richard is survived by his loving wife of 19 years, Judy
Thomas; daughters, Christy Hartman, of Placentia, Calif., and
Cherie Gibbons, of Fullerton, Calif.; stepchildren, Carmen Fuller,
of San Jose, Calif., Brenda Milos, of Charleston, S.C., Adam
Overbo of San Diego, Calif.; 12 grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.

His parents, Ples and Edith Thomas and brother Donald
Thomas preceded him in death.  A memorial service was held at
Mount Olive Lutheran Church. Words of wisdom and inspiration
were expressed by Pastor Jim Price. A reception followed at the
Moose Lodge.

Continued Continued Continued Continued Continued on page 5 —21 —
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has a large and well selected collection of apparatus
and in addition to the usual appliances for instruction in
general Chemistry, all the apparatus, such as analytical
balances, reagents, &c., for complete laboratory work.
The success which has attended the use of the Natural
Sciences as disciplinary studies, so generally ignored in
schools, has convinced him of their value in the school
curriculum, and finds its endorsement in the strongly
expressed opinions of some of the best thinkers and
writers upon the subject of education in this country and
in Europe.  In addition to the above appliances, the school
is furnished with a large and carefully labeled collection
of minerals, selected by one of the best mineralogists in
Philadelphia, with special reference to school work.
In the discipline of the school he proposes to follow that
course which his past experience has demonstrated to
be the only one that can result in permanent good to the
pupils and unquestioning obedience of the pupil to the
suppression of any habits which may tend to lower the
moral tone, or unfit the pupil to the attainment of the
best success of which he is capable in the prosecution
of his studies: an unremitting effort to establish the
kindest and most intimate relations between pupil and
teacher.
The responsibilities of the teacher toward his pupil whilst
under his charge are conceived to be, as nearly as
possible, those of parent and child, and these he dare

not violate for the sake of a short-lived popularity, to
connive at vices, or overlook idleness or neglect of
duty.  Only upon these principles has he ever
conducted a school, nor has he ever invited patronage
from those who do not endorse them.

W.H. KABLE, A.M.
Back in Charlestown, the Board of Trustees for the

Charlestown Academy reported to the populous that Capt. Kable
had resigned to start his own school in Staunton. They also
announced the appointment of a new Principal for the next term.
The Charlestown Academy closed its doors in 1906 and the building
was torn down in 1912.

Charlestown Academy shortly before it was torn down.

taps
Virgil Davis Hunt, SMA ‘46

Virgil Davis Hunt, age 81, of Ruston, LA, died
February 19, 2010 of complications from surgery.
He was preceded in death by his parents,
Alexander Trotter Hunt and Alverne Davis Hunt.
Davis was the first baby born in the Ruston

Hospital on November 28, 1928. He grew up in Ruston where he
attended A. E. Phillips Laboratory School and graduated from
Ruston High School in 1945. After high school, he attended
Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, VA and graduated from
the Georgia Institute of Technology in 1950, with an Industrial
Engineering degree.

Davis served as an officer in the United States Army during
the Korean War. He returned to Ruston and was a principal in
Hunt Lumber Company. During his years in the lumber and
plywood business, he was President of the Southern Forest
Products Association and the Southern Pine Association. He
was partner in numerous other business ventures after his
retirement from the family lumber company. He enjoyed
membership in Squire Creek Country Club of Ruston, and Belle
Meade Country Club in Nashville, TN where he enjoyed his many
golfing friends. He was a life long Presbyterian. Davis was an
avid golfer and outdoorsman, and a very enthusiastic supporter
of Georgia Tech.

He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Sandra Elizabeth Gray
of Minden, LA and his three children, Elizabeth Hunt
Wallace and her husband Jack of Nashville, TN, and their
children, Jake, Ansley, Lili and Gray; Virgil Davis Hunt, Jr.
and his wife Mary Kay of Nashville, TN, and their children,
Davis, Alex, Mary Eugenia, and George; and Martha Hunt
Givhan and her husband Fred of Dallas, TX, and their
children, Bear, Ansley and Martha. He is also survived
by his two brothers, Alexander Trotter Hunt, Jr. (SMA
’48) and Thomas Morgan Hunt, and nephews, Trott and
Jimmy Hunt.

Courtesy of Dick Staunch, SMA ‘61

===============================================================

Russell Dixon Lamb, SMA ‘48

Russell Dixon Lamb passed away October 7, 2009 in Portland,
Oregon.  He was born in Fort Wayne, Indiana on June 18, 1929.
He graduated from Staunton Military Academy in 1948 and
attended the University of Indiana, University of Colorado, and
Southern Methodist University.  He was affiliated with Sigma Nu
Fraternity.

In 1953, he was called to active duty in the United States
Army and served in Korea where he was a Broadcast Specialist.

Russell was a professional photographer and was particularly
interested in scenic photography.  He traveled widely in Europe,
Africa, Asia, and numerous Mediterranean  countries.  His favorite
areas to photograph were in the Pacific Northwest – Washington
State, Oregon, and California.  His images were featured in
numerous large “Coffee Table” books covering Montana,
Wyoming, and the Cascade Mountain Range.

Mr. Lamb was a member of the American Alpine Club,
the Mazamas – the Portland Climbing Club, and was a frequent
leader of climbs.

He is missed by his family and friends.
Courtesy of Mary Margaret Lamb, his widow.

Dr. Robert H. Linn, SMA ‘32

Dr. Robert Linn, SMA ’32, born on November
23, 1914, passed away on January 30, 2010.  He
asked his daughter, Elizabeth Showalter, to notify
the SMA Alumni Association of his death.

Editor’s Note: Under his picture in his death announcement

were the following words.

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I

have kept the faith: II Timothy 4:7.”

Courtesy of Elizabeth Showalter, Dr. Linn’s daughter.

===============================================================

George Philip Merkle, SMA ‘45

George Philip Phil Merkle, age 82, of Munson
Township, died on June 24, 2009.  He was born
January 11, 1927 in Cleveland, Ohio.  He had lived
there before moving to Munson Township in 1973.

Mr. Merkle worked as a real estate broker for
40 years and as deputy auditor of Geauga County

for 12 years, retiring in 1990.
He was a U. S. Army Air Corps veteran, serving during World

War II.  Mr. Merkle was a member of the former F&AM
Lodge 636 Windemere and the Chardon Rotary Club.
He enjoyed traveling to Florida and The Outer Banks,
as well as golfing and gardening.

He was a woodworker and made toys for his
grandchildren, including doll houses, forts, and rocking
horses.  His greatest joys were spending time with his
children and grandchildren and supporting all of their
activities and sporting events, as well as watching the
Cleveland Indians and Ohio State football games.

===============================================================

John Anthony Neary, SMA 35

John Anthony Neary, 1917-2010. After a
wonderful life, John Neary, a sixth generation native
Arizonan, died peacefully on March 10, 2010, at the
age of 92.

 Born in Globe, Arizona to Tony and Belle Neary,
John was educated in Globe elementary and high school, Staunton

Military Academy in Virginia, and graduated from the University
of Arizona. He completed his education with an advanced degree
in Pharmacy from Idaho State University. He owned and operated
a group of drug stores throughout Arizona. He worked for several
local drug companies and ended his career with Good Samaritan
Hospital pharmacy. A war hero, John was particularly proud of
his military service. He entered the military as a member of the
U.S. Cavalry division and ended as Captain of the 91st Troop
Carrier Squadron. Many fond memories resulted from his days as
a glider pilot in World War II.
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Briefly…

Name:________________________________________ SMA Class Year:____________

Address:______________________________________ City:______________________State_______ZIP:__________

Telephone:(________)_____________________________  E-mail:_____________________________________________

Mail this order form and your check (payable to SMA Alumni Association) to:
P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station • Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

The purchase of individually inscribed commemorative bricks is a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni, former faculty
members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes and SMA friends and supporters. The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks. Each 4” x 8” brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with
a tax-deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

Order your “Walk of Honor” bricks today!

Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print) Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of
20 characters per line). Punctuation marks count as
characters. If multiple bricks are being purchased,
please make copies of this form to submit orders
for the additional bricks.

Line 1:__________________________________________

Line 2:__________________________________________

Line 3:__________________________________________

In this Issue: The True History of SMA (Chapters 1 and 2).
Greg Robertson, SMA ’70 is still working diligently to finish his 17 chapter history of Staunton Military Academy.  Beginning with this

issue, the Kablegram will publish the first ten chapters, two chapters per issue.  After reading this issue, if you are impatient and just cannot wait
for the next chapters to be printed, you can go to the SMA Alumni Association website (www.sma-alumni.org), and click on the “School
History” link for a sneak preview.

Those of us who attended the Reunion Banquet on April 10th were rewarded with the viewing of a fabulous DVD presentation of SMA’s
true history.  The combination of old photographs, period music, and thoughtful narrative brought tears to the eyes of many alumni.  Greg’s
DVD is available at the Cadet Store.

Editor’s Note.  I highly recommend this DVD.  It is awesome!

2010 Reunion Did NOT Lose Money!
Congratulations are extended to Edmund Smith and Tom Phillips for doing such an outstanding job of organizing and running the 2010

Reunion.  For the first time in memory, our Reunion did not lose money.  Ed and Tom’s efforts to reduce costs and raise voluntary revenues were
successful beyond anyone’s expectations.  After all these years of reunions losing money, most of us had grown used to the idea that it was
inevitable.  Nice work, Ed and Tom!!

It’s Not Too Early to Register for the 2011 Reunion!
The dates are set: April 29, 30, and May 1 (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday).  Once again our Reunion Headquarters will be the Stonewall

Jackson Hotel.  Registration forms will be available online at the SMA Alumni Association website (sma-alumni.org).  Please print the form, fill

it out, and send it to Arlene Nicely at the SMA Alumni Association, PO Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402.  (Don’t forget the check!)

If you are visiting the Museum this Summer…
The VWIL cadets that normally staff our museum in the afternoons have left for the summer; so we need to make advance arrangements.

If you wish to visit the museum in June, July, or August, please call Arlene Nicely at (540) 885-1366 at least two days in advance to let her know
when you expect to arrive.  If Arlene doesn’t answer, leave a message on the answering machine, and she will call you back to find out more
information on your visit.

It’s always nice to have someone at the museum upon your arrival.  As a last resort, if you just happen to drop in, and the museum is locked,
use the phone numbers on the door.  Call Harry Bruckno, Harvie Martin, or Arlene Nicely to come and let you in.  However, it would be so helpful,

if you could call in advance.  Sgt. Major Nicely (Arlene) hates for anyone to come a distance and not be able to visit the museum.

Send us brief biographies for “where they are now”.
Sadly, in this issue, you will not see a biography of an SMA alumni, because we didn’t receive any.  Please send us your story!  The articles

should be short, and pictures are always welcome.  Send your article and photograph(s) to Kablegram@sma-alumni.org or by regular mail to
SMA Alumni Association, P.O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958.

Editor’s Note.  I’m saving space in the September issue.  Send those bios!

taps

John Bevans “Punkey” Foard III, SMA ‘51

Co-founder of Valley View Farms in Cockeysville who

introduced the store’s famous Christmas shop more than four

decades ago

John Bevans “Punkey” Foard III, the co-founder of Valley
View Farms who later introduced Christmas decorations and
water gardens to the business, died March 21, 2010 of a heart
attack at St. Clair Medical Center in Port-of-Spain Trinidad and
Tobago. He was 75.

Mr. Foard, who lived in Parkton, MD, was vacationing in
Trinidad and Tobago when he was stricken with the fatal heart
attack.  Born and raised on his family’s farm in Hydes, he was a
graduate of Staunton Military Academy in Virginia, and earned a
bachelor’s degree in 1955 from Rutgers University’s College of
Agriculture.  He served for four years as an Army Ranger and,
after being discharged with the rank of lieutenant in 1960, returned
to the family farm.

In 1962, he and his brother, William C. Foard, decided to
open a roadside vegetable stand on York Road in Cockeysville.
“We started with spring onions, spinach and eggs,” Punkey
Foard explained in a 1986 interview with The Evening Sun.  “But
that was in April of 1962. And we didn’t have any
produce off the farm, but spinach. And the spring
onions we got from a neighbor, and the eggs we got
from the farm. And from there, we sold vegetables. We
purchased things from the produce market.  Our dad
was opposed to us opening on Friday the 13th, but we
had to because that was the Friday before Easter, and
we wanted to sell cut flowers,” he said.

The brothers eventually switched from selling fresh
produce and began focusing their business on garden
plants, shrubbery and trees.  Mr. Foard said in the
interview that they sold no garden supplies from
November through February, and in order to keep the
garden center going, took a chance in the fall of 1965 after a man
contacted them asking if they would be interested in selling
imported Christmas balls.  “I told him we didn’t have any money.
And believe me, we didn’t have any money. So I told him to
come out here, and he and I would pick out some Christmas
balls,” Mr. Foard said in the interview.

“After spending 15 minutes selecting balls, I didn’t know
what I was doing,” he said.  Thinking the man had selected an
inventory of $100 or $200, Mr. Foard was amazed when the
inventory arrived accompanied by a bill for $1,100.  “My brother
nearly blew his mind,” he said.

Further complicating matters for the brothers, they had
nowhere to store the ornaments in their little 30-foot-by-30-foot
building, which was really a shed. They hastily built a small
addition with scrap wood.  “And we put the stuff there, and
thank God, we sold almost all of it. And that’s how we got into
the Christmas business,” he explained.  Mr. Foard, who was vice
president of Valley View Farms, explained in the interview that
the Christmas business eventually grew to include not only
balls but lights, artificial trees, garlands, candles, cookie cutters

and lawn ornaments, and accounted for one-third of the garden
center’s annual gross receipts.

“Well, we had a typical brother relationship and didn’t
always see eye-to-eye. I’m a financial conservative, and he’s at
the other end,” said William Foard, with a laugh. “But when we
started into the Christmas business, Punkey just loved that.”

Later in his career, Mr. Foard became intrigued by new
varieties of hot peppers that he could promote and sell at Valley
View.  “Punkey was always dreaming up something new for the
store,” said Mrs. Foard.  Mrs. Foard said her husband was one
of the first in the area to bring new varieties from Trinidad to hot
pepper lovers in Baltimore.  After he sold his share of the business
to his brother in 2005 and retired, Mr. Foard continued his quest
for the hottest pepper, his wife said.

In addition to his wife and brother, Mr. Foard is survived by
a sister, Suzanne Foard of Hydes; two nephews; and three nieces.

From the Baltimore Sun, by Frederick N. Rasmussen

==============================================================================================================================

John Adam Horoshko, SMA ’59PG

John Horoshko of Dallas, PA, passed away on
Friday, January 29, 2010.   He was born on July 20, 1940,
in Hanover Township, PA, and graduated from Hanover
High School.  John attended SMA for the 1958-59 school
year as a post-grad and starred on that year’s
championship baseball, basketball, and track teams.  
Following SMA, John joined the Coast Guard and
served as an electrician’s mate third class during the
Vietnam War.  He then began his career in sales with the
last sixteen years spent as Vice President of Sales for
Scranton Label, Inc., in Clarks Summit, PA.
John enjoyed traveling to the New Jersey Shore,

golfing, and attending many sporting events.  He was a member
of Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church, Plymouth,
PA; the Masonic Order Plymouth Lodge 332; the Irem Temple
Country Club; and the Northeastern Pennsylvania Coast Guard
Veterans Association.

John was preceded in death by his parents, Joseph, Sr.,
and Ella Ferkel Horoshko; a brother, Joseph Horoshko; a sister,
Phyloretta Shipula; and a son, Mark Adam Horoshko.  In addition
to his wife of 42 years, Leslie Milne Horoshko, John is survived
by his son, Scott, and wife, Shari, along with their daughter,
Riley, and sons, Jake and Brian.  He is also survived by two
sisters, Evelyn Guzo and Dolores Rybicki, both of Elmwood Park,
NJ.

In April 2009, twenty-five very fortunate members of
the SMA Class of 1959 were able to spend some time with John
and Leslie in Staunton during the Class’ Fiftieth Reunion,
renewing friendships that have, literally, lasted a lifetime.

Courtesy of Kelly McGavock, SMA ‘59
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Letters to the editor

Gentlemen,
I am an alumnus of SMA, having graduated in 1947.  Recently my wife received a brochure from the American Shakespeare Center, in Staunton. The
existence of this theater was complete news to me. I wrote an email about it to my classmate Jack Craigie because I thought it should be publicized
by the SMA Alumni Association and I did not have your address. Jack replied, giving me the address, and I’m completing the assignment by
forwarding the email I sent to Jack as a way to supply you with my message about the ASC. Let me know if I can be helpful in any way.

Richard H. Pershan ’47
1435 Lexington Avenue, Apt 5 B
New York, NY 10128-1630
(212) 348-7774

Editor’s note.  Thank you, Richard.  The American Shakespeare Center is located next door to the Stonewall Jackson Hotel at 10 South

Market Street.  The Center’s website address is www.ascstaunton.com, and their phone number is 1-877-682-4236.  The theatre is called the

“Blackfriar’s Playhouse”.  They produce plays year-round and do other things in addition to Shakespeare.

General Mike Bissell

Commandant of Cadets

Virginia Women’s Institute of Leadership

Dear General Bissel:
Fifty years ago this month, I graduated from the Staunton Military Academy.  One month ago, I returned to that windy hill in the Shenandoah

Valley of Virginia for the first time since.
It has not been my inclination to return to the places and things of my past, but drawn to the anniversary of leaving “The Hill” a half century ago,

I found myself in Staunton, Virginia once again.  I think it would have been a waste of my time sixteen years ago, as there was no VWIL sixteen years
ago.  You and the young ladies of VWIL made my return very special.  Given the history and the demise of SMA, I never thought that I would ever
see a color guard with the SMA colors included again, nor would I hear a band play the SMA fight song again, nor did I think that I would participate
in a parade marching down to that parade field again carrying a guidon with SMA embossed on it ever again.  VWIL made these things possible for
me and the other “Old Boys”, and I never anticipated what it would all mean to me and the rest of us of the SMA class of 1960.

After leaving SMA, I went to Louisiana State University.  There is a line in the LSU alma mater that sings “fond memories that waken in our hearts
a tender glow”.  This was more than that!  Emotions were rekindled that I wasn’t even aware that I had stored away in some very deep place.  And to
think that at age 68, married for nearly 45 years, I was naïve enough to think that young girls would never make me cry again!

I am often heard talking about the days in my life that I will never forget and the days in my life that I will never remember.  Unfortunately, I have
accumulated far more of the later than the former.  I am writing this letter to personally thank you and the ladies of VWIL for chalking up a big one on
the “I will never forget column”.

Topping off this unforgettable day, at the banquet, I was fortunate to be seated next to a VWIL Cadet Lieutenant from Frederick, MD.  At the time
I sat down at the table, I had no idea how impressed I would become with this young lady.  For that reason, I am not completely sure of her name (I
think she said it was Carolyn).  She was quick to tell me of her approaching graduation and impending commissioning in the United States Army.  She
is anxious to get on with the next phase of her life.  My wife and I have never had children, and thus there are no grandchildren, but this young lady
would ideally fit the bill very well, if I had become a grandfather.  I am not sure that she is completely aware of the strengths that the Mary Baldwin
and the VWIL experience has instilled in her character, but it was obvious to me!  She is bright, confident, level headed, personable, mature, charming,
well spoken, and very likeable.  I am quite sure she will become a fine officer in our nation’s army, and I know that she will make significant
contributions in whatever assignments the army will have for her.

In her comments at the reunion parade, Dr. Fox said “it is the personal connection between the corps and you as SMA alumni that is most
valued.”  In that spirit, a graduation present for “Lt. Carolyn” is in order.

General Bissell, would you be kind enough to deliver these 2nd Lieutenant bars a copy of this letter (enclosed) to my young friend, and in doing
so salute her from me to her on her big graduation day?  I would deeply thank you for the favor!

On that day in 1960, when I graduated from the Staunton Military Academy, the graduation address was given by SMA’s most notable graduate.
The then junior Senator from the State of Arizona, Barry Goldwater admonished us not to become common, average, ordinary Americans.  He
reasoned that the United States of America did not become the greatest country in the history of the world because of the actions of the common,
average, ordinary man, but did so because of Americans that attempted and achieved greatness!

I have confidence that Mary Baldwin College and the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership are producing such graduates and will continue
to produce the high quality Americans that I saw on that windy hill in Virginia where I left boyhood and became a man.

Warm Regards,

Robert M. Wood

SMA ‘60

Editor’s Note:  The author has allowed the Kablegram to reprint his letter to General Bissel about Lieutenant Carolyn Majchszak, who

(by the way) was this year’s winner of the Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship.
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Stanley Cass Archibald, SMA ‘45

Stanley Cass Archibald died March 11, 2010 at Pennybyrn at
Maryfield in High Point after an extended illness.

A memorial service was held at 3 p.m. on Sunday March 14,
2010 at First Presbyterian Church in Greensboro. The family will
visit with friends following the service in the Virginia Gilmer room
at the church.

Stanley was born in Jacksonville, Fla. and spent his
childhood growing up in Charlotte. After graduating from
Staunton Military Academy, he served in the U.S. Navy. Upon
completion of his military service he attended Davidson College
and graduated in 1950.

He joined his father’s food brokerage company after college
and spent the balance of his working career building and
supporting succeeding generations in the family business. He
was a charter member of the Kiwanis Club of Guilford College. He
was actively involved supporting the Boy Scouts at First
Presbyterian Church. Stanley was an Elder at First Presbyterian
Church and a proud member of the Young Men’s Bible Class.

He is survived by his wife of fifty five years, Shirley Turner
Archibald; sister Mary Yates Archibald of Charlotte; son Stanley
Cass Archibald, III and daughter-in-law Dr. Susan Alicia Bliss of
Charlotte; daughter Lee Archibald Taylor and son–in-law William
G. Taylor of Charlotte; daughter Ashley Archibald Hull
and son-in-law Richard F. Hull of Tuscaloosa, Ala.; son
David Kerr Archibald and daughter-in-law Laura Van Ness
Archibald of Charlotte; seven grandchildren Austin
Turner Taylor, Mary Brown Taylor, Richard Frazier Hull
Jr., Blair Olmstead Hull, Alison Bliss Archibald, Yates
Kerr Archibald, and Henry Turner Archibald.

===============================================================

G. KENTON BARNETT, SMA ‘59

“Kent” Barnett passed away on Monday, January 4, 2010,
at the age of 69.   He was a star tackle on SMA’s 1958-59 football
team, contributing greatly to the team’s 6 – 2 record and helping
SMA win the Virginia Big Four Military League Championship.
 Although he was big man and a strong hitter on the football
field, he will probably be remembered best by his classmates as
a very gentle and selfless person who was liked by everyone he
met.

After leaving SMA in 1959, “Kent” attended the
University of Kentucky where he played some more football
before graduating in 1963.  Then, having been raised on a farm
in Cynthiana, KY, he returned to farming.   Prior to his
death, ”Kent” had been named both “Farmer of the Year” and a
“Master Conservationist. 

According to his wife, Jennifer, “Kent” had won a
battle with cancer some years ago but, in his
weakened condition, he did not win his recent fight with
pneumonia.  He is survived by his wife, four children, and four
grandchildren. 

Franklin Garrett Cowie, Jr., SMA ‘42

Lt. Colonel Franklin Garrett Cowie, Jr., U.S. Marines Corp
(Ret.), 83 of Salinas, CA, passed away on Thursday, May 29,
2008. He was born on December 11, 1924 in Alexandria, VA, son
of Colonel Franklin Garrett Cowie, Sr. and Kathleen Campbell. He
was a graduate of the Staunton Military Academy and followed a
long line of military officers. His grandfather was a doctor in the
Navy and his great-grandfather, who had a Destroyer named
“Cowie” in his honor, was a paymaster general to the Navy.

Franklin was a Lieutenant Colonel in the Marines, serving in
WW II, Korea, and Vietnam. His biggest and hardest battle being
his last was Parkinson’s, which he fought as valiantly as the
others. After retirement from the Marines, his major hobby was
restoring antique cars and traveling in them.

He is preceded in death by his first wife, Ivadel Borck in
1991. He is survived by his wife, Maureen; Step-son, Richard
(Elizabeth) Whiteley; grandson, John Banks Whiteley of Florida;
sister-in law, Sheila; nieces and great-nephews in England. The
funeral was private according to his wishes.

He was indeed an officer and a gentleman.

===============================================================

Arthur Daniel Czimer, SMA ‘57

Arthur Daniel Czimer of Parkville, Mo., passed away
on September 20, 2009, at Desert Regional Medical Center
in Palm Springs, Calif., following a heroic battle with
pancreatic cancer. A memorial service was held at 2 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 28, at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Kansas
City, with Pastors Neil and Sacia Vik presiding. Inurnment
will be in the columbarium at Mount Moriah Terrace Park
in Kansas City.

Art was born Nov. 13, 1939, in Chicago, Ill., the son
of Arthur John Czimer and Lillian Varady (Czimer) Brickley.

He graduated from Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, Va., in
1957 and Indiana University in Bloomington, Ind., with a degree in
Business in 1963.

He was in retail management for Sears for over 24 years. While
working for Sears, he lived in several states including Indiana, Ohio
and New York. After leaving Sears, he worked for several other
retailers before retiring in 2002. He married Barbara Anne Walker on
May 20, 1989, at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Chicago. They
lived in Chicago and Dallas, Texas, before moving to Kansas City in
the summer of 2005. Following their retirement, he and Barbara
especially enjoyed traveling around the United States to visit
relatives and friends. Art also loved skiing, golfing, college football
and basketball and the Chicago Bears.

Art is survived by his loving wife, Barbara; his daughters,
Amy Czimer, of Cornelius, NC, and Katie Murren and her husband
Will of Huntersville, NC; step- son, Todd Walker and his spouse
Tom Donohue of Palm Springs; step daughter, Su Valdivia and her
husband Rick of Kansas City; and grandchildren, Ashley and Alex
Valdivia of Kansas City; sister, Arlyn Sherwood and her husband
John of Charlotte, NC; and nephews, Brian and Joe Sherwood, also
of Charlotte, as well as numerous other relatives and friends. He
was preceded in death by his mother in 2001.
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Longyear Scholarship

The Longyear Scholarship is awarded to the cadet who has made the most improvement in her leadership development

within the Corps.

$1,000 scholarship and certificate

Dana Clingenpeel accepts the Longyear Scholarship

from Barry Longyear.

Dana Clingenpeel’s hometown is Bassett, Virginia.  She has a major in Sociology with a minor in Leadership Studies.  In her

senior year, she will hold the position of Platoon Leader.  Upon graduation in 2011, she does not plan to accept a

commission in the U.S. armed forces.

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Kable Legion of Honor

This order was established and named in honor of the founder of the Staunton Military Academy, Captain William Hartman

Kable.  It represented the highest honor bestowed by the Staunton Military Academy upon a graduating cadet, and now it

is the highest honor bestowed by the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership at Mary Baldwin College.  It is awarded to

the cadet whose record is most conspicuous for leadership, good conduct, academic excellence, integrity of character,

poise and bearing, unselfishness, and continuous loyalty to the highest standards of duty and exemplary cadet life.

Jessica Tait, winner of the Kable Legion of Honor.

Jessica Tait’s hometown is Fredericksburg, Virginia.  She has a major in Art History with minors in Leadership Studies,

History, and Asian Studies.  This year, she held the position of First Captain of the Cadet Corps.  Upon graduation, she

plans to accept a commission in the U.S. Air Force.
—8—

articles

Our Senior Captain
Originally printed in the SMA 1906 Yearbook

Note: The article below was originally printed as an article in the SMA 1906 Yearbook. This article formed the research

basis for The SMA History Project, which will be described in a separate article in a future issue of the Kablegram. The

SMA History Project provided a complete rewrite of the history of the Staunton Military Academy. The first two chapters

of the rewritten history are published in this issue of the Kablegram. Further chapters will be in future issues.

Captain William Hartman Kable. Our beloved Principal, was born in Jefferson County, Virginia, September 25, 1837, thus

being in the 69th year of his age. He attended a private school near his father’s plantation until he obtained to young manhood, when

he matriculated at the University of Virginia in the Fall of 1857. He left the University about a year before the war between the

States and was teaching at Southampton, Virginia, when that gigantic struggle began.

Like hundreds of the South’s best sons, though doubting the expediency of secession,

when the crisis came he responded to the call of his native State and joined the

Confederate Army in April, 1861. He enlisted in the Tenth Virginia Cavalry as a

private, but won promotion rapidly, being elected lieutenant the next year, and rising to

the captaincy of his company the second year. He fought bravely throughout the war,

participating in many of the fiercest and bloodiest struggles for Southern independence.

In the Gettysburg campaign he was wounded at Hanover, Pa., where he also had

his horse shot under him in battle. He was at Appomattox, Virginia, at “the time that tried

men’s souls,” when a small but invincible army of veterans from a hundred battlefields

had to bury their hopes and their flag in the face of a multitudinous enemy that was backed

by inexhaustible resources. At the sad and solemn surrender he stood by the side of his

great commander, Gen. Robert E. Lee, and received from that peerless chieftain, on a

parole for duty well done, the highly merited commendation, “This was a good officer.”

After the war Captain Kable began teaching at the same place where he had

taught a short while when he was only seventeen years of age. But, still ambitious to

better equip himself for his chosen profession, he re-entered the University of

Virginia and graduated from that famous institution with the degree of Master of Arts

in June, 1868. For one year after graduation he taught school at West View, near Staunton,

but owing to defective eyesight, which developed just at this time, he had to give up for a while the profession to which he was so

devoted, and for three years he was a farmer. It was while he was thus engaged that he won the heart of the woman who became

his first wife, and in October, 1871, he was married to Miss Willie Lobban Gibbs, of Lynchburg, Va. From this union there were

seven children – the oldest of whom is Captain William G. Kable, our popular and efficient Commandant of Cadets.

In 1872 the subject of our sketch began teaching – this time to continue until he had to his credit fifty years of work as an

instructor and exemplar for hundreds of young men who came from all sections of the Union to be prepared for college and for life.

He first took charge of the famous Charles Town Academy, at Charles Town, West Va., an institution founded by Lord Fairfax, of

England. He remained here for twelve years, and followed his profession so successfully that the Charles Town Academy became

one of the most noted schools for scholarship and thorough work in that section of the country. It was while presiding over this

school that he was elected by his fellow-citizens to the presidency of the County Court at Charles Town, and from his tenure of

office in that honorable position he holds the distinction of never having had one of his decisions reversed by a higher court.

In 1884 Captain Kable gave up his work at Charles Town and moved to Staunton, Va., where he founded the Staunton Military

Academy, familiarly known to everyone as the Kable School. After all the vicissitudes that could be incident to an institution of its

kind, this school stands to-day grander and stronger because of its age – the largest preparatory school in the Southern States – a

sublime commentary on the ability and fidelity of its noble founder, Captain William H. Kable, honored by all his co-workers and

loved as a father by every cadet in the corps.

Captain William H. Kable (1900)
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reunion 2010

One hundred “Old Boys” and 13 faculty and staff members attended the 2010 Staunton Military Academy All-Class

Reunion at the Holiday Inn and Conference Center in the Shenandoah Valley this April.  When you add in their guests, almost

200 people enjoyed the reunion in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.  Honors for the oldest class went to the

graduates from 1939, represented by Charles Sell.  Honors for the highest participation went to the Class of 1960, led by First

Captain William “Duke” Myers, with 19 graduates present.

The festivities began on Friday afternoon with a joint SMA/VWIL Review on the old SMA parade ground.  As has been

done so many times before, the “Old Boys” formed up on the asphalt, marched down the hill (past Kable Hall and the

Memorial Building), crossed the road, and descended to the parade ground, doing their level best to stay in step.  Passing in

front of the already formed VWIL Corps of Cadets, the “Old Boys” performed an “Eyes Right” and retired to the sideline for

the presentation of scholarships and awards.  Closing the event, the VWIL Corps conducted a “Pass-In-Review” in front of a

long line of combined graduates of both institutions, SMA and VWIL.

Later that afternoon, at the Memorial Wall, two new plaques were dedicated, and the names of the SMA graduates who

had passed away since the 2009 Reunion were read to the sounding of our old Mess Hall bell.  Activities for the day were

closed by a 21 gun salute from a rifle squad of VWIL cadets.

Saturday morning began with our annual business meeting, in which we elected officers and discussed several items of

interest to the assembled alumni.  Also present was General Mike Bissell and two representatives of the VWIL Corps of

Cadets.

Later that evening, the banquet was held in the large ball room at the Holiday Inn.  Thanks to the generosity of several of its

members, the SMA Alumni Association was able to invite a substantial number of VWIL cadets to join us at our tables.  To say

the least, their presence was illuminating.  We learned a great deal about the VWIL program, the connections between VWIL

and SMA, and the individual plans of our cadet guests.

The evening’s main speaker was Charles “Chuck” Pfarrer, SMA ’74.  Since leaving SMA, Chuck has led an interesting life

as a Navy Seal, screenplay writer, and author, and his remarks brought back vivid memories of our time on the hill.  (Editor’s

note: You may watch a video of Chuck’s remarks by visiting the SMA Alumni Association’s website and clicking on a

link to his speech.)

The 2011 reunion will be held between April 29th and May 1st at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel in downtown Staunton.

*** PICTURES ***

From the’70s. Coach Pandak and his Wall of Fame.
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SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2

The SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2 is awarded to a rising sophomore demonstrating outstanding leadership ability.

$1,000 Scholarship and certificate

Jenna Ritchie accepting congratulations from General Bissel.

Hailing from Waynesboro, Virginia, Jenna Ritchie, a freshman, has not yet declared a major course of study.  In her

sophomore year, she will hold the position of S-2 CPL in the VWIL Corps.  Upon graduation in 2013, she plans to be

commissioned in the U.S. Army.

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor

The Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship is sponsored by Mrs. Donald Windley, widow of Don Windley, a

1970 graduate of Staunton Military Academy. It has been established to honor her husband and the SMA principles of

Truth, Duty, and Honor.  The recipient is chosen by the VWIL administration.

$500 scholarship

Carolyn Majchszak accepting the

Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship

from Donald’s daughter, Jessica Windley.

Carolyn Majchszak’s hometown is Jefferson, Maryland.  She has a major in International Relations with minors in

Leadership Studies and Economics.  Upon graduation, she plans to be commissioned in the U.S. Army.
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reunion 2010

W. “Duke” Myers ’60 and Robert Poovey ’60.

1st Captain W. “Duke” Myers leads the “Old Boys”.

VWIL Color Guard (SMA flag on the right).

Laying of the Wreath at the Memorial Wall.

Harry Bruckno ’62 greets Ms Dorothy Thatcher.

Ralph Sebrell ’45, Allen Jones ’48,

Frank Allen ’47 and guests.

Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship

The Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship is awarded to a rising junior demonstrating excellence in academics and leadership in

the VWIL Corps, who will accept a commission in the United States armed services.

$2,500 scholarship

Kandi Vaughn returning to ranks after receiving

the Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship.

Kandi Vaughn’s hometown is Fancy Gap, Virginia.  She has a major in Health Care Administration with a minor in

Leadership Studies.  In her junior year, she will hold the position of Motor SGT.  Upon graduation in 2012, she plans to be

commissioned in the U.S. Army.

………………………………………………………………………………………………

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 1

The SMA Alumni Leadership Award 1 is awarded to a rising senior demonstrating outstanding leadership ability.

$1,000 scholarship and certificate

Ana Espinoza receives the SMA Alumni Leadership

Award 1 from William “Duke” Myers.

Ana Espinoza’s hometown is Alexandria, Virginia.  She has a major in Political Science with a minor in Leadership Studies.

Upon graduation in 2011, she does not plan to accept a commission.
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   Frank Allen ’47 and John Reynolds ’50.

Miss Dorothy Thacker, Jay Nedry ’69, and

Col. Robert Wease.

     Dennis Case, Mary Alice Wease, and Col. Robert Wease.

Greg Robertson ’70 introduces his DVD

presentation of the True History of SMA.

Official Photographer George Fairlamb ‘60

with VWIL guests.

Guest Speaker “Chuck” Pfarrer ‘75 with VWIL guests.

—14—
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SMA Reunion Scholarships and Awards 2010

Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA

The Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA is awarded to a rising senior demonstrating excellence in academics and leadership

in the VWIL Corps, who will accept a commission in the United States armed services.

$2,500 scholarship

Manuela Belser receives the Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA

from Tom Davis, SMAAA Treasurer

Hailing from Switzerland, Manuela Belser has a major in Social Work with minors in Leadership Studies, Ministry, and Civic

Engagement.  In her senior year, she will hold the position of Executive Officer in the VWIL Corps.  Upon graduation in

2011, she plans to be commissioned in the U.S. Army.

Dates of Future Reunions

The SMA Alumni Association has determined the following dates for our next three reunions.

2011:  April 29, 30, and May 1

2012:  April 13, 14, and 15

2013:  April 5, 6, and 7.

These dates are solid; mark your calendars now.

ReunionReunionReunionReunionReunion ..Continued on page 12VWILVWILVWILVWILVWIL..Continued on page 15
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One hundred SMA alumni and their guests and thirteen faculty and staff returned to Staunton for the 2010 SMA All-Class

Reunion.  The cadets are listed below in order of their graduation followed by the faculty/staff.  Guests are listed on the right.

SELL, CHARLES 39 IRIS KAMMER OH
SEBRELL, RALPH L. 45 ANN W. SEBRELL VA
ALLEN, FRANK H. JR. 47 NONE PA
JONES, ALLEN 48 CHERYL JONES MD
MORTEN, ALAN 48 SHIRLEY N. MORTEN WV
LOWE, JOHN H. “JACK” 49 GINNY LOWE VA
REYNOLDS, JOHN S. 50 SHEILA B. REYNOLDS SC
STARK, PAT 50 CATHY STARK NY
RUBINSON, ALAN 51 NONE GA
DAY, C. R. “BUNKY” 54 NONE VA
ARNALL, ALVAN S. 56 NONE GA
BEGGS, HAMILTON S. 56 NONE VA
LAWRENCE, LEE 56 NONE FL
PAINTER, ALLAN B. 58 VICKIE AUDIA VA
PAINTER, SIMON M. JR. 58 VICKIE J. PAINTER VA
ANDERSON, NOEL 60 ANDREW ANDERSON
BAYOUTH, EDWARD 60 CARMENCITA FL
BEARD, EDWARD L. “ED” 60 BOBBIE BEARD VA
BLACK, THOMAS H. 60 NONE V
COLE, CHARLES 60 ELLEN ARLEDGE VA

BRADY COLE/CARTER COLE
FAIRLAMB, GEORGE 60 NONE VA
FEAGANS, DAVID E. 60 NONE PA
HURST, WILLIAM J. “JAY” 60 LYNNE HURST NJ
LEPORE, FRANK C.,JR. 60 NONE SC
LONGYEAR, BARRY B. 60 REGINA B. LONGYEAR ME
MYERS, W. DUKE 60 GAYLE MYERS TX
PLAGEMAN, GERALD H. 60 NONE SC
POOVEY, ROBERT L. 60 NONE NC
SLATER, THOMAS  C. 60 DR. JANET MCMASTER PA
SMITH, CHARLES A. “DREW” 60 DIANE SMITH NJ
SMITH, IV, ROBERT T. “SMITTY” 60 NONE PA
SNIDER, JOHN E. JR. 60 NONE VA
WALLACE, DAVID C. 60 NONE NY
WOOD, ROBERT M. 60 MARY ETTA WOOD TX
ANTONELLI, JOHN O. 61 JOAN ANTONELLI VA
BOND, STEVE 61 NONE MD
BYINGTON, MICHAEL S. “MIKE” 61 TOMMYE BYINGTON TN
CLEMSON, CLAUDE LARRY 61 NONE MD
STAUNCH, G. RICHARD “DICK” 61 NONE NC
STEELE, LAWRENCE B. III 61 NANCY L. STEELE DE
BRUCKNO, HARRY W. 62 ELIEEN BRUCKNO VA
DAVIS, THOMAS A. “TOM” 62 CONNIE DAVIS VA
HERTZBERG, LARRY 62 ANGELA HERTZBERG NC
HOLMES, BURDETTE W. 62 NONE MN
NOLDE, JOHN A. 63 MUFF NOLDE VA
PENNYPACKER, JOHN E. 63 NONE AZ
MAY, JAMES C. 64 LINDA R. MAY NC
EDGERTON, PAUL A. 65 NONE NY
JONES, PETER W. “PETE” 65 NONE MD
MINITER, TIMOTHY M. 65 JUDITH MINITER MD
NEBIKER, ROBERT 65 NONE VA
NICELY, BROCKY A. 65 ARLENE C. NICELY, ALUMNI SEC. VA
WORSKY, ALAN 65 GAIL DESANDIS VA
MIHALEK, CONRAD, “BUD” 66 NONE OH
WAPLE, GRANT 66 DIANE ARMSTRONG VA

reunion attendees 2010-continued
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CLIFFORD, JAN D. 67 NONE MD
LESNIAK, STANLEY 67 NONE PA
PARKER, ROBERT M. “BOB” 67 KARIN SCHIFFAN VA
PFISTER, CHARLES 67 NONE GA
DALBO, DOMINICK “JACK” 68 MRS. DALBO PA
BEDUHN, DAVID C. 69 NONE TX
FARBER, PHILIP M. 69 NONE PA
NEDRY, JAY C. 69 NONE VA
WESTBROOK, DONALD L. 69 KATHRYN WESTBROOK MD
ANDERSON, VICTOR A. JR. “ANDY” 70 NONE NC
DANIELS, JOHN S. 70 NONE MO
EDWARDS, RICK 70 ABBIE EDWARDS(STUART HALL ’70) NC
FUOG, JOHN R. 70 VICKIE FUOG VA
GORMAN, KEVIN 70 NONE AR
KILLEFFER, ROBERT A. 70 DEBBIE KILLEFFER MA
ROBERTSON, GREGORY P. 70 NONE NM
ROTHS, ROBERT R. 70 JUDY ROTHS MD
SPROUL, ARCH “SANDY” 70 NONE
STATHIS, LOUIS C. 70 NONE VA
TOBIN, DONALD 70 NONE VA
WELLMAN, DOUGLAS 70 NONE CA
WILLIAMS, DAVID J. 70 NONE NJ
MALIKOWSKI, MIKE 71 NONE PA
MLYNKO, WALT E. 71 NONE VT
ANDERSON, WAYNE B. 72 LINDA ANDERSON CT
BEARDEN, MORGAN J. 72 NONE MO
MEISE, JOHN J. SR. 72 DEBORAH “DEBBIE” MEISE VA
SHIPULA, DAVID A. 73 NONE PA
BISSETT, WILLIAM 74 NONE NC
HANSON, CRAIG E. 74 NONE MD
MARTIN, J. HARVIE IV 74 NONE VA
PHILLIPS, THOMAS E. B. “TOM” 74 NONE VA
SHIPULA, ANTHONY 74 NONE PA
BARKSDALE, ROBERT 75 NONE VA
COOKE, JOHN M. 75 NONE NC
DEYOUNG, MICHAEL W. “MIKE” 75 NONE VA
FANCHER, K. PACKARD 75 NONE VA
NEWBEGIN, ED 75 NONE CA
PFARRER, CHARLES “CHUCK” 75 NONE MI
BINGE, GARY 76 SUE SCOTT VA
COOKE, STUART F. 76 NONE NC
SMITH, EDMUND A. 76 NONE GA
SMITH, THOMAS 76 NONE PA
CRAWFORD, CLAUDE “CHICK” INS. WANDA HURLEY VA
BONFOEY, CAPT. EDWARD M. INS. NONE VA
CARLETTI, PHIL INS. LOIS CARLETTI VA
CASE, DENNIS G. INS. NONE VA
CATES, JOHN C. INS. NONE NC
DEMORY, SGT. FRANK L. INS. ANNA DEMORY VA
PANDAK, COL. WILLIAM “BILL” INS. NONE VA
VAMES, MAJ. THOMAS INS. TESSIE VAMES VA
WEASE, COL, ROBERT INS. MARY ALICE WEASE VA
KABLE, PAGE E. (LOLO) Family KAY STEFFEE VA
YATES, SUSAN L. S. Hall NONE GA
BISSELL, BRIG. GEN. MICHAEL VWIL JAN BISSELL VA
BRYANT, DR. BRENDA VWIL NONE VA
IRELAND, CAPT. JULIA VWIL NONE VA
CONDON, CARTER D. Staff NONE NV
THACKER, DOROTHY Staff JO ANN WEST VA

ReunionReunionReunionReunionReunion ..Continued on page 13



—12—

reunion attendees 2010

One hundred SMA alumni and their guests and thirteen faculty and staff returned to Staunton for the 2010 SMA All-Class

Reunion.  The cadets are listed below in order of their graduation followed by the faculty/staff.  Guests are listed on the right.

SELL, CHARLES 39 IRIS KAMMER OH
SEBRELL, RALPH L. 45 ANN W. SEBRELL VA
ALLEN, FRANK H. JR. 47 NONE PA
JONES, ALLEN 48 CHERYL JONES MD
MORTEN, ALAN 48 SHIRLEY N. MORTEN WV
LOWE, JOHN H. “JACK” 49 GINNY LOWE VA
REYNOLDS, JOHN S. 50 SHEILA B. REYNOLDS SC
STARK, PAT 50 CATHY STARK NY
RUBINSON, ALAN 51 NONE GA
DAY, C. R. “BUNKY” 54 NONE VA
ARNALL, ALVAN S. 56 NONE GA
BEGGS, HAMILTON S. 56 NONE VA
LAWRENCE, LEE 56 NONE FL
PAINTER, ALLAN B. 58 VICKIE AUDIA VA
PAINTER, SIMON M. JR. 58 VICKIE J. PAINTER VA
ANDERSON, NOEL 60 ANDREW ANDERSON
BAYOUTH, EDWARD 60 CARMENCITA FL
BEARD, EDWARD L. “ED” 60 BOBBIE BEARD VA
BLACK, THOMAS H. 60 NONE V
COLE, CHARLES 60 ELLEN ARLEDGE VA

BRADY COLE/CARTER COLE
FAIRLAMB, GEORGE 60 NONE VA
FEAGANS, DAVID E. 60 NONE PA
HURST, WILLIAM J. “JAY” 60 LYNNE HURST NJ
LEPORE, FRANK C.,JR. 60 NONE SC
LONGYEAR, BARRY B. 60 REGINA B. LONGYEAR ME
MYERS, W. DUKE 60 GAYLE MYERS TX
PLAGEMAN, GERALD H. 60 NONE SC
POOVEY, ROBERT L. 60 NONE NC
SLATER, THOMAS  C. 60 DR. JANET MCMASTER PA
SMITH, CHARLES A. “DREW” 60 DIANE SMITH NJ
SMITH, IV, ROBERT T. “SMITTY” 60 NONE PA
SNIDER, JOHN E. JR. 60 NONE VA
WALLACE, DAVID C. 60 NONE NY
WOOD, ROBERT M. 60 MARY ETTA WOOD TX
ANTONELLI, JOHN O. 61 JOAN ANTONELLI VA
BOND, STEVE 61 NONE MD
BYINGTON, MICHAEL S. “MIKE” 61 TOMMYE BYINGTON TN
CLEMSON, CLAUDE LARRY 61 NONE MD
STAUNCH, G. RICHARD “DICK” 61 NONE NC
STEELE, LAWRENCE B. III 61 NANCY L. STEELE DE
BRUCKNO, HARRY W. 62 ELIEEN BRUCKNO VA
DAVIS, THOMAS A. “TOM” 62 CONNIE DAVIS VA
HERTZBERG, LARRY 62 ANGELA HERTZBERG NC
HOLMES, BURDETTE W. 62 NONE MN
NOLDE, JOHN A. 63 MUFF NOLDE VA
PENNYPACKER, JOHN E. 63 NONE AZ
MAY, JAMES C. 64 LINDA R. MAY NC
EDGERTON, PAUL A. 65 NONE NY
JONES, PETER W. “PETE” 65 NONE MD
MINITER, TIMOTHY M. 65 JUDITH MINITER MD
NEBIKER, ROBERT 65 NONE VA
NICELY, BROCKY A. 65 ARLENE C. NICELY, ALUMNI SEC. VA
WORSKY, ALAN 65 GAIL DESANDIS VA
MIHALEK, CONRAD, “BUD” 66 NONE OH
WAPLE, GRANT 66 DIANE ARMSTRONG VA

reunion attendees 2010-continued

—13—

CLIFFORD, JAN D. 67 NONE MD
LESNIAK, STANLEY 67 NONE PA
PARKER, ROBERT M. “BOB” 67 KARIN SCHIFFAN VA
PFISTER, CHARLES 67 NONE GA
DALBO, DOMINICK “JACK” 68 MRS. DALBO PA
BEDUHN, DAVID C. 69 NONE TX
FARBER, PHILIP M. 69 NONE PA
NEDRY, JAY C. 69 NONE VA
WESTBROOK, DONALD L. 69 KATHRYN WESTBROOK MD
ANDERSON, VICTOR A. JR. “ANDY” 70 NONE NC
DANIELS, JOHN S. 70 NONE MO
EDWARDS, RICK 70 ABBIE EDWARDS(STUART HALL ’70) NC
FUOG, JOHN R. 70 VICKIE FUOG VA
GORMAN, KEVIN 70 NONE AR
KILLEFFER, ROBERT A. 70 DEBBIE KILLEFFER MA
ROBERTSON, GREGORY P. 70 NONE NM
ROTHS, ROBERT R. 70 JUDY ROTHS MD
SPROUL, ARCH “SANDY” 70 NONE
STATHIS, LOUIS C. 70 NONE VA
TOBIN, DONALD 70 NONE VA
WELLMAN, DOUGLAS 70 NONE CA
WILLIAMS, DAVID J. 70 NONE NJ
MALIKOWSKI, MIKE 71 NONE PA
MLYNKO, WALT E. 71 NONE VT
ANDERSON, WAYNE B. 72 LINDA ANDERSON CT
BEARDEN, MORGAN J. 72 NONE MO
MEISE, JOHN J. SR. 72 DEBORAH “DEBBIE” MEISE VA
SHIPULA, DAVID A. 73 NONE PA
BISSETT, WILLIAM 74 NONE NC
HANSON, CRAIG E. 74 NONE MD
MARTIN, J. HARVIE IV 74 NONE VA
PHILLIPS, THOMAS E. B. “TOM” 74 NONE VA
SHIPULA, ANTHONY 74 NONE PA
BARKSDALE, ROBERT 75 NONE VA
COOKE, JOHN M. 75 NONE NC
DEYOUNG, MICHAEL W. “MIKE” 75 NONE VA
FANCHER, K. PACKARD 75 NONE VA
NEWBEGIN, ED 75 NONE CA
PFARRER, CHARLES “CHUCK” 75 NONE MI
BINGE, GARY 76 SUE SCOTT VA
COOKE, STUART F. 76 NONE NC
SMITH, EDMUND A. 76 NONE GA
SMITH, THOMAS 76 NONE PA
CRAWFORD, CLAUDE “CHICK” INS. WANDA HURLEY VA
BONFOEY, CAPT. EDWARD M. INS. NONE VA
CARLETTI, PHIL INS. LOIS CARLETTI VA
CASE, DENNIS G. INS. NONE VA
CATES, JOHN C. INS. NONE NC
DEMORY, SGT. FRANK L. INS. ANNA DEMORY VA
PANDAK, COL. WILLIAM “BILL” INS. NONE VA
VAMES, MAJ. THOMAS INS. TESSIE VAMES VA
WEASE, COL, ROBERT INS. MARY ALICE WEASE VA
KABLE, PAGE E. (LOLO) Family KAY STEFFEE VA
YATES, SUSAN L. S. Hall NONE GA
BISSELL, BRIG. GEN. MICHAEL VWIL JAN BISSELL VA
BRYANT, DR. BRENDA VWIL NONE VA
IRELAND, CAPT. JULIA VWIL NONE VA
CONDON, CARTER D. Staff NONE NV
THACKER, DOROTHY Staff JO ANN WEST VA

ReunionReunionReunionReunionReunion ..Continued on page 13



—11—

reunion 2010

   Frank Allen ’47 and John Reynolds ’50.

Miss Dorothy Thacker, Jay Nedry ’69, and

Col. Robert Wease.

     Dennis Case, Mary Alice Wease, and Col. Robert Wease.

Greg Robertson ’70 introduces his DVD

presentation of the True History of SMA.

Official Photographer George Fairlamb ‘60

with VWIL guests.

Guest Speaker “Chuck” Pfarrer ‘75 with VWIL guests.
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SMA Reunion Scholarships and Awards 2010

Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA

The Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA is awarded to a rising senior demonstrating excellence in academics and leadership

in the VWIL Corps, who will accept a commission in the United States armed services.

$2,500 scholarship

Manuela Belser receives the Henry Scholarship Honoring SMA

from Tom Davis, SMAAA Treasurer

Hailing from Switzerland, Manuela Belser has a major in Social Work with minors in Leadership Studies, Ministry, and Civic

Engagement.  In her senior year, she will hold the position of Executive Officer in the VWIL Corps.  Upon graduation in

2011, she plans to be commissioned in the U.S. Army.

Dates of Future Reunions

The SMA Alumni Association has determined the following dates for our next three reunions.

2011:  April 29, 30, and May 1

2012:  April 13, 14, and 15

2013:  April 5, 6, and 7.

These dates are solid; mark your calendars now.

ReunionReunionReunionReunionReunion ..Continued on page 12VWILVWILVWILVWILVWIL..Continued on page 15
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reunion 2010

W. “Duke” Myers ’60 and Robert Poovey ’60.

1st Captain W. “Duke” Myers leads the “Old Boys”.

VWIL Color Guard (SMA flag on the right).

Laying of the Wreath at the Memorial Wall.

Harry Bruckno ’62 greets Ms Dorothy Thatcher.

Ralph Sebrell ’45, Allen Jones ’48,

Frank Allen ’47 and guests.

Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship

The Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship is awarded to a rising junior demonstrating excellence in academics and leadership in

the VWIL Corps, who will accept a commission in the United States armed services.

$2,500 scholarship

Kandi Vaughn returning to ranks after receiving

the Henry SMA Legacy Scholarship.

Kandi Vaughn’s hometown is Fancy Gap, Virginia.  She has a major in Health Care Administration with a minor in

Leadership Studies.  In her junior year, she will hold the position of Motor SGT.  Upon graduation in 2012, she plans to be

commissioned in the U.S. Army.

………………………………………………………………………………………………

SMA Alumni Leadership Award 1

The SMA Alumni Leadership Award 1 is awarded to a rising senior demonstrating outstanding leadership ability.

$1,000 scholarship and certificate

Ana Espinoza receives the SMA Alumni Leadership

Award 1 from William “Duke” Myers.

Ana Espinoza’s hometown is Alexandria, Virginia.  She has a major in Political Science with a minor in Leadership Studies.

Upon graduation in 2011, she does not plan to accept a commission.
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reunion 2010

One hundred “Old Boys” and 13 faculty and staff members attended the 2010 Staunton Military Academy All-Class

Reunion at the Holiday Inn and Conference Center in the Shenandoah Valley this April.  When you add in their guests, almost

200 people enjoyed the reunion in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.  Honors for the oldest class went to the

graduates from 1939, represented by Charles Sell.  Honors for the highest participation went to the Class of 1960, led by First

Captain William “Duke” Myers, with 19 graduates present.

The festivities began on Friday afternoon with a joint SMA/VWIL Review on the old SMA parade ground.  As has been

done so many times before, the “Old Boys” formed up on the asphalt, marched down the hill (past Kable Hall and the

Memorial Building), crossed the road, and descended to the parade ground, doing their level best to stay in step.  Passing in

front of the already formed VWIL Corps of Cadets, the “Old Boys” performed an “Eyes Right” and retired to the sideline for

the presentation of scholarships and awards.  Closing the event, the VWIL Corps conducted a “Pass-In-Review” in front of a

long line of combined graduates of both institutions, SMA and VWIL.

Later that afternoon, at the Memorial Wall, two new plaques were dedicated, and the names of the SMA graduates who

had passed away since the 2009 Reunion were read to the sounding of our old Mess Hall bell.  Activities for the day were

closed by a 21 gun salute from a rifle squad of VWIL cadets.

Saturday morning began with our annual business meeting, in which we elected officers and discussed several items of

interest to the assembled alumni.  Also present was General Mike Bissell and two representatives of the VWIL Corps of

Cadets.

Later that evening, the banquet was held in the large ball room at the Holiday Inn.  Thanks to the generosity of several of its

members, the SMA Alumni Association was able to invite a substantial number of VWIL cadets to join us at our tables.  To say

the least, their presence was illuminating.  We learned a great deal about the VWIL program, the connections between VWIL

and SMA, and the individual plans of our cadet guests.

The evening’s main speaker was Charles “Chuck” Pfarrer, SMA ’74.  Since leaving SMA, Chuck has led an interesting life

as a Navy Seal, screenplay writer, and author, and his remarks brought back vivid memories of our time on the hill.  (Editor’s

note: You may watch a video of Chuck’s remarks by visiting the SMA Alumni Association’s website and clicking on a

link to his speech.)

The 2011 reunion will be held between April 29th and May 1st at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel in downtown Staunton.

*** PICTURES ***

From the’70s. Coach Pandak and his Wall of Fame.
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SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2

The SMA Alumni Leadership Award 2 is awarded to a rising sophomore demonstrating outstanding leadership ability.

$1,000 Scholarship and certificate

Jenna Ritchie accepting congratulations from General Bissel.

Hailing from Waynesboro, Virginia, Jenna Ritchie, a freshman, has not yet declared a major course of study.  In her

sophomore year, she will hold the position of S-2 CPL in the VWIL Corps.  Upon graduation in 2013, she plans to be

commissioned in the U.S. Army.

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor

The Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship is sponsored by Mrs. Donald Windley, widow of Don Windley, a

1970 graduate of Staunton Military Academy. It has been established to honor her husband and the SMA principles of

Truth, Duty, and Honor.  The recipient is chosen by the VWIL administration.

$500 scholarship

Carolyn Majchszak accepting the

Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship

from Donald’s daughter, Jessica Windley.

Carolyn Majchszak’s hometown is Jefferson, Maryland.  She has a major in International Relations with minors in

Leadership Studies and Economics.  Upon graduation, she plans to be commissioned in the U.S. Army.



Longyear Scholarship

The Longyear Scholarship is awarded to the cadet who has made the most improvement in her leadership development

within the Corps.

$1,000 scholarship and certificate

Dana Clingenpeel accepts the Longyear Scholarship

from Barry Longyear.

Dana Clingenpeel’s hometown is Bassett, Virginia.  She has a major in Sociology with a minor in Leadership Studies.  In her

senior year, she will hold the position of Platoon Leader.  Upon graduation in 2011, she does not plan to accept a

commission in the U.S. armed forces.

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Kable Legion of Honor

This order was established and named in honor of the founder of the Staunton Military Academy, Captain William Hartman

Kable.  It represented the highest honor bestowed by the Staunton Military Academy upon a graduating cadet, and now it

is the highest honor bestowed by the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership at Mary Baldwin College.  It is awarded to

the cadet whose record is most conspicuous for leadership, good conduct, academic excellence, integrity of character,

poise and bearing, unselfishness, and continuous loyalty to the highest standards of duty and exemplary cadet life.

Jessica Tait, winner of the Kable Legion of Honor.

Jessica Tait’s hometown is Fredericksburg, Virginia.  She has a major in Art History with minors in Leadership Studies,

History, and Asian Studies.  This year, she held the position of First Captain of the Cadet Corps.  Upon graduation, she

plans to accept a commission in the U.S. Air Force.
—8—

articles

Our Senior Captain
Originally printed in the SMA 1906 Yearbook

Note: The article below was originally printed as an article in the SMA 1906 Yearbook. This article formed the research

basis for The SMA History Project, which will be described in a separate article in a future issue of the Kablegram. The

SMA History Project provided a complete rewrite of the history of the Staunton Military Academy. The first two chapters

of the rewritten history are published in this issue of the Kablegram. Further chapters will be in future issues.

Captain William Hartman Kable. Our beloved Principal, was born in Jefferson County, Virginia, September 25, 1837, thus

being in the 69th year of his age. He attended a private school near his father’s plantation until he obtained to young manhood, when

he matriculated at the University of Virginia in the Fall of 1857. He left the University about a year before the war between the

States and was teaching at Southampton, Virginia, when that gigantic struggle began.

Like hundreds of the South’s best sons, though doubting the expediency of secession,

when the crisis came he responded to the call of his native State and joined the

Confederate Army in April, 1861. He enlisted in the Tenth Virginia Cavalry as a

private, but won promotion rapidly, being elected lieutenant the next year, and rising to

the captaincy of his company the second year. He fought bravely throughout the war,

participating in many of the fiercest and bloodiest struggles for Southern independence.

In the Gettysburg campaign he was wounded at Hanover, Pa., where he also had

his horse shot under him in battle. He was at Appomattox, Virginia, at “the time that tried

men’s souls,” when a small but invincible army of veterans from a hundred battlefields

had to bury their hopes and their flag in the face of a multitudinous enemy that was backed

by inexhaustible resources. At the sad and solemn surrender he stood by the side of his

great commander, Gen. Robert E. Lee, and received from that peerless chieftain, on a

parole for duty well done, the highly merited commendation, “This was a good officer.”

After the war Captain Kable began teaching at the same place where he had

taught a short while when he was only seventeen years of age. But, still ambitious to

better equip himself for his chosen profession, he re-entered the University of

Virginia and graduated from that famous institution with the degree of Master of Arts

in June, 1868. For one year after graduation he taught school at West View, near Staunton,

but owing to defective eyesight, which developed just at this time, he had to give up for a while the profession to which he was so

devoted, and for three years he was a farmer. It was while he was thus engaged that he won the heart of the woman who became

his first wife, and in October, 1871, he was married to Miss Willie Lobban Gibbs, of Lynchburg, Va. From this union there were

seven children – the oldest of whom is Captain William G. Kable, our popular and efficient Commandant of Cadets.

In 1872 the subject of our sketch began teaching – this time to continue until he had to his credit fifty years of work as an

instructor and exemplar for hundreds of young men who came from all sections of the Union to be prepared for college and for life.

He first took charge of the famous Charles Town Academy, at Charles Town, West Va., an institution founded by Lord Fairfax, of

England. He remained here for twelve years, and followed his profession so successfully that the Charles Town Academy became

one of the most noted schools for scholarship and thorough work in that section of the country. It was while presiding over this

school that he was elected by his fellow-citizens to the presidency of the County Court at Charles Town, and from his tenure of

office in that honorable position he holds the distinction of never having had one of his decisions reversed by a higher court.

In 1884 Captain Kable gave up his work at Charles Town and moved to Staunton, Va., where he founded the Staunton Military

Academy, familiarly known to everyone as the Kable School. After all the vicissitudes that could be incident to an institution of its

kind, this school stands to-day grander and stronger because of its age – the largest preparatory school in the Southern States – a

sublime commentary on the ability and fidelity of its noble founder, Captain William H. Kable, honored by all his co-workers and

loved as a father by every cadet in the corps.

Captain William H. Kable (1900)
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Letters to the editor

Gentlemen,
I am an alumnus of SMA, having graduated in 1947.  Recently my wife received a brochure from the American Shakespeare Center, in Staunton. The
existence of this theater was complete news to me. I wrote an email about it to my classmate Jack Craigie because I thought it should be publicized
by the SMA Alumni Association and I did not have your address. Jack replied, giving me the address, and I’m completing the assignment by
forwarding the email I sent to Jack as a way to supply you with my message about the ASC. Let me know if I can be helpful in any way.

Richard H. Pershan ’47
1435 Lexington Avenue, Apt 5 B
New York, NY 10128-1630
(212) 348-7774

Editor’s note.  Thank you, Richard.  The American Shakespeare Center is located next door to the Stonewall Jackson Hotel at 10 South

Market Street.  The Center’s website address is www.ascstaunton.com, and their phone number is 1-877-682-4236.  The theatre is called the

“Blackfriar’s Playhouse”.  They produce plays year-round and do other things in addition to Shakespeare.

General Mike Bissell

Commandant of Cadets

Virginia Women’s Institute of Leadership

Dear General Bissel:
Fifty years ago this month, I graduated from the Staunton Military Academy.  One month ago, I returned to that windy hill in the Shenandoah

Valley of Virginia for the first time since.
It has not been my inclination to return to the places and things of my past, but drawn to the anniversary of leaving “The Hill” a half century ago,

I found myself in Staunton, Virginia once again.  I think it would have been a waste of my time sixteen years ago, as there was no VWIL sixteen years
ago.  You and the young ladies of VWIL made my return very special.  Given the history and the demise of SMA, I never thought that I would ever
see a color guard with the SMA colors included again, nor would I hear a band play the SMA fight song again, nor did I think that I would participate
in a parade marching down to that parade field again carrying a guidon with SMA embossed on it ever again.  VWIL made these things possible for
me and the other “Old Boys”, and I never anticipated what it would all mean to me and the rest of us of the SMA class of 1960.

After leaving SMA, I went to Louisiana State University.  There is a line in the LSU alma mater that sings “fond memories that waken in our hearts
a tender glow”.  This was more than that!  Emotions were rekindled that I wasn’t even aware that I had stored away in some very deep place.  And to
think that at age 68, married for nearly 45 years, I was naïve enough to think that young girls would never make me cry again!

I am often heard talking about the days in my life that I will never forget and the days in my life that I will never remember.  Unfortunately, I have
accumulated far more of the later than the former.  I am writing this letter to personally thank you and the ladies of VWIL for chalking up a big one on
the “I will never forget column”.

Topping off this unforgettable day, at the banquet, I was fortunate to be seated next to a VWIL Cadet Lieutenant from Frederick, MD.  At the time
I sat down at the table, I had no idea how impressed I would become with this young lady.  For that reason, I am not completely sure of her name (I
think she said it was Carolyn).  She was quick to tell me of her approaching graduation and impending commissioning in the United States Army.  She
is anxious to get on with the next phase of her life.  My wife and I have never had children, and thus there are no grandchildren, but this young lady
would ideally fit the bill very well, if I had become a grandfather.  I am not sure that she is completely aware of the strengths that the Mary Baldwin
and the VWIL experience has instilled in her character, but it was obvious to me!  She is bright, confident, level headed, personable, mature, charming,
well spoken, and very likeable.  I am quite sure she will become a fine officer in our nation’s army, and I know that she will make significant
contributions in whatever assignments the army will have for her.

In her comments at the reunion parade, Dr. Fox said “it is the personal connection between the corps and you as SMA alumni that is most
valued.”  In that spirit, a graduation present for “Lt. Carolyn” is in order.

General Bissell, would you be kind enough to deliver these 2nd Lieutenant bars a copy of this letter (enclosed) to my young friend, and in doing
so salute her from me to her on her big graduation day?  I would deeply thank you for the favor!

On that day in 1960, when I graduated from the Staunton Military Academy, the graduation address was given by SMA’s most notable graduate.
The then junior Senator from the State of Arizona, Barry Goldwater admonished us not to become common, average, ordinary Americans.  He
reasoned that the United States of America did not become the greatest country in the history of the world because of the actions of the common,
average, ordinary man, but did so because of Americans that attempted and achieved greatness!

I have confidence that Mary Baldwin College and the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership are producing such graduates and will continue
to produce the high quality Americans that I saw on that windy hill in Virginia where I left boyhood and became a man.

Warm Regards,

Robert M. Wood

SMA ‘60

Editor’s Note:  The author has allowed the Kablegram to reprint his letter to General Bissel about Lieutenant Carolyn Majchszak, who

(by the way) was this year’s winner of the Donald Reid Windley Truth-Duty-Honor Scholarship.
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Stanley Cass Archibald, SMA ‘45

Stanley Cass Archibald died March 11, 2010 at Pennybyrn at
Maryfield in High Point after an extended illness.

A memorial service was held at 3 p.m. on Sunday March 14,
2010 at First Presbyterian Church in Greensboro. The family will
visit with friends following the service in the Virginia Gilmer room
at the church.

Stanley was born in Jacksonville, Fla. and spent his
childhood growing up in Charlotte. After graduating from
Staunton Military Academy, he served in the U.S. Navy. Upon
completion of his military service he attended Davidson College
and graduated in 1950.

He joined his father’s food brokerage company after college
and spent the balance of his working career building and
supporting succeeding generations in the family business. He
was a charter member of the Kiwanis Club of Guilford College. He
was actively involved supporting the Boy Scouts at First
Presbyterian Church. Stanley was an Elder at First Presbyterian
Church and a proud member of the Young Men’s Bible Class.

He is survived by his wife of fifty five years, Shirley Turner
Archibald; sister Mary Yates Archibald of Charlotte; son Stanley
Cass Archibald, III and daughter-in-law Dr. Susan Alicia Bliss of
Charlotte; daughter Lee Archibald Taylor and son–in-law William
G. Taylor of Charlotte; daughter Ashley Archibald Hull
and son-in-law Richard F. Hull of Tuscaloosa, Ala.; son
David Kerr Archibald and daughter-in-law Laura Van Ness
Archibald of Charlotte; seven grandchildren Austin
Turner Taylor, Mary Brown Taylor, Richard Frazier Hull
Jr., Blair Olmstead Hull, Alison Bliss Archibald, Yates
Kerr Archibald, and Henry Turner Archibald.

===============================================================

G. KENTON BARNETT, SMA ‘59

“Kent” Barnett passed away on Monday, January 4, 2010,
at the age of 69.   He was a star tackle on SMA’s 1958-59 football
team, contributing greatly to the team’s 6 – 2 record and helping
SMA win the Virginia Big Four Military League Championship.
 Although he was big man and a strong hitter on the football
field, he will probably be remembered best by his classmates as
a very gentle and selfless person who was liked by everyone he
met.

After leaving SMA in 1959, “Kent” attended the
University of Kentucky where he played some more football
before graduating in 1963.  Then, having been raised on a farm
in Cynthiana, KY, he returned to farming.   Prior to his
death, ”Kent” had been named both “Farmer of the Year” and a
“Master Conservationist. 

According to his wife, Jennifer, “Kent” had won a
battle with cancer some years ago but, in his
weakened condition, he did not win his recent fight with
pneumonia.  He is survived by his wife, four children, and four
grandchildren. 

Franklin Garrett Cowie, Jr., SMA ‘42

Lt. Colonel Franklin Garrett Cowie, Jr., U.S. Marines Corp
(Ret.), 83 of Salinas, CA, passed away on Thursday, May 29,
2008. He was born on December 11, 1924 in Alexandria, VA, son
of Colonel Franklin Garrett Cowie, Sr. and Kathleen Campbell. He
was a graduate of the Staunton Military Academy and followed a
long line of military officers. His grandfather was a doctor in the
Navy and his great-grandfather, who had a Destroyer named
“Cowie” in his honor, was a paymaster general to the Navy.

Franklin was a Lieutenant Colonel in the Marines, serving in
WW II, Korea, and Vietnam. His biggest and hardest battle being
his last was Parkinson’s, which he fought as valiantly as the
others. After retirement from the Marines, his major hobby was
restoring antique cars and traveling in them.

He is preceded in death by his first wife, Ivadel Borck in
1991. He is survived by his wife, Maureen; Step-son, Richard
(Elizabeth) Whiteley; grandson, John Banks Whiteley of Florida;
sister-in law, Sheila; nieces and great-nephews in England. The
funeral was private according to his wishes.

He was indeed an officer and a gentleman.

===============================================================

Arthur Daniel Czimer, SMA ‘57

Arthur Daniel Czimer of Parkville, Mo., passed away
on September 20, 2009, at Desert Regional Medical Center
in Palm Springs, Calif., following a heroic battle with
pancreatic cancer. A memorial service was held at 2 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 28, at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Kansas
City, with Pastors Neil and Sacia Vik presiding. Inurnment
will be in the columbarium at Mount Moriah Terrace Park
in Kansas City.

Art was born Nov. 13, 1939, in Chicago, Ill., the son
of Arthur John Czimer and Lillian Varady (Czimer) Brickley.

He graduated from Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, Va., in
1957 and Indiana University in Bloomington, Ind., with a degree in
Business in 1963.

He was in retail management for Sears for over 24 years. While
working for Sears, he lived in several states including Indiana, Ohio
and New York. After leaving Sears, he worked for several other
retailers before retiring in 2002. He married Barbara Anne Walker on
May 20, 1989, at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Chicago. They
lived in Chicago and Dallas, Texas, before moving to Kansas City in
the summer of 2005. Following their retirement, he and Barbara
especially enjoyed traveling around the United States to visit
relatives and friends. Art also loved skiing, golfing, college football
and basketball and the Chicago Bears.

Art is survived by his loving wife, Barbara; his daughters,
Amy Czimer, of Cornelius, NC, and Katie Murren and her husband
Will of Huntersville, NC; step- son, Todd Walker and his spouse
Tom Donohue of Palm Springs; step daughter, Su Valdivia and her
husband Rick of Kansas City; and grandchildren, Ashley and Alex
Valdivia of Kansas City; sister, Arlyn Sherwood and her husband
John of Charlotte, NC; and nephews, Brian and Joe Sherwood, also
of Charlotte, as well as numerous other relatives and friends. He
was preceded in death by his mother in 2001.
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Briefly…

Name:________________________________________ SMA Class Year:____________

Address:______________________________________ City:______________________State_______ZIP:__________

Telephone:(________)_____________________________  E-mail:_____________________________________________

Mail this order form and your check (payable to SMA Alumni Association) to:
P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station • Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

The purchase of individually inscribed commemorative bricks is a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni, former faculty
members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes and SMA friends and supporters. The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks. Each 4” x 8” brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with
a tax-deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

Order your “Walk of Honor” bricks today!

Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print) Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of
20 characters per line). Punctuation marks count as
characters. If multiple bricks are being purchased,
please make copies of this form to submit orders
for the additional bricks.

Line 1:__________________________________________

Line 2:__________________________________________

Line 3:__________________________________________

In this Issue: The True History of SMA (Chapters 1 and 2).
Greg Robertson, SMA ’70 is still working diligently to finish his 17 chapter history of Staunton Military Academy.  Beginning with this

issue, the Kablegram will publish the first ten chapters, two chapters per issue.  After reading this issue, if you are impatient and just cannot wait
for the next chapters to be printed, you can go to the SMA Alumni Association website (www.sma-alumni.org), and click on the “School
History” link for a sneak preview.

Those of us who attended the Reunion Banquet on April 10th were rewarded with the viewing of a fabulous DVD presentation of SMA’s
true history.  The combination of old photographs, period music, and thoughtful narrative brought tears to the eyes of many alumni.  Greg’s
DVD is available at the Cadet Store.

Editor’s Note.  I highly recommend this DVD.  It is awesome!

2010 Reunion Did NOT Lose Money!
Congratulations are extended to Edmund Smith and Tom Phillips for doing such an outstanding job of organizing and running the 2010

Reunion.  For the first time in memory, our Reunion did not lose money.  Ed and Tom’s efforts to reduce costs and raise voluntary revenues were
successful beyond anyone’s expectations.  After all these years of reunions losing money, most of us had grown used to the idea that it was
inevitable.  Nice work, Ed and Tom!!

It’s Not Too Early to Register for the 2011 Reunion!
The dates are set: April 29, 30, and May 1 (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday).  Once again our Reunion Headquarters will be the Stonewall

Jackson Hotel.  Registration forms will be available online at the SMA Alumni Association website (sma-alumni.org).  Please print the form, fill

it out, and send it to Arlene Nicely at the SMA Alumni Association, PO Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402.  (Don’t forget the check!)

If you are visiting the Museum this Summer…
The VWIL cadets that normally staff our museum in the afternoons have left for the summer; so we need to make advance arrangements.

If you wish to visit the museum in June, July, or August, please call Arlene Nicely at (540) 885-1366 at least two days in advance to let her know
when you expect to arrive.  If Arlene doesn’t answer, leave a message on the answering machine, and she will call you back to find out more
information on your visit.

It’s always nice to have someone at the museum upon your arrival.  As a last resort, if you just happen to drop in, and the museum is locked,
use the phone numbers on the door.  Call Harry Bruckno, Harvie Martin, or Arlene Nicely to come and let you in.  However, it would be so helpful,

if you could call in advance.  Sgt. Major Nicely (Arlene) hates for anyone to come a distance and not be able to visit the museum.

Send us brief biographies for “where they are now”.
Sadly, in this issue, you will not see a biography of an SMA alumni, because we didn’t receive any.  Please send us your story!  The articles

should be short, and pictures are always welcome.  Send your article and photograph(s) to Kablegram@sma-alumni.org or by regular mail to
SMA Alumni Association, P.O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958.

Editor’s Note.  I’m saving space in the September issue.  Send those bios!

taps

John Bevans “Punkey” Foard III, SMA ‘51

Co-founder of Valley View Farms in Cockeysville who

introduced the store’s famous Christmas shop more than four

decades ago

John Bevans “Punkey” Foard III, the co-founder of Valley
View Farms who later introduced Christmas decorations and
water gardens to the business, died March 21, 2010 of a heart
attack at St. Clair Medical Center in Port-of-Spain Trinidad and
Tobago. He was 75.

Mr. Foard, who lived in Parkton, MD, was vacationing in
Trinidad and Tobago when he was stricken with the fatal heart
attack.  Born and raised on his family’s farm in Hydes, he was a
graduate of Staunton Military Academy in Virginia, and earned a
bachelor’s degree in 1955 from Rutgers University’s College of
Agriculture.  He served for four years as an Army Ranger and,
after being discharged with the rank of lieutenant in 1960, returned
to the family farm.

In 1962, he and his brother, William C. Foard, decided to
open a roadside vegetable stand on York Road in Cockeysville.
“We started with spring onions, spinach and eggs,” Punkey
Foard explained in a 1986 interview with The Evening Sun.  “But
that was in April of 1962. And we didn’t have any
produce off the farm, but spinach. And the spring
onions we got from a neighbor, and the eggs we got
from the farm. And from there, we sold vegetables. We
purchased things from the produce market.  Our dad
was opposed to us opening on Friday the 13th, but we
had to because that was the Friday before Easter, and
we wanted to sell cut flowers,” he said.

The brothers eventually switched from selling fresh
produce and began focusing their business on garden
plants, shrubbery and trees.  Mr. Foard said in the
interview that they sold no garden supplies from
November through February, and in order to keep the
garden center going, took a chance in the fall of 1965 after a man
contacted them asking if they would be interested in selling
imported Christmas balls.  “I told him we didn’t have any money.
And believe me, we didn’t have any money. So I told him to
come out here, and he and I would pick out some Christmas
balls,” Mr. Foard said in the interview.

“After spending 15 minutes selecting balls, I didn’t know
what I was doing,” he said.  Thinking the man had selected an
inventory of $100 or $200, Mr. Foard was amazed when the
inventory arrived accompanied by a bill for $1,100.  “My brother
nearly blew his mind,” he said.

Further complicating matters for the brothers, they had
nowhere to store the ornaments in their little 30-foot-by-30-foot
building, which was really a shed. They hastily built a small
addition with scrap wood.  “And we put the stuff there, and
thank God, we sold almost all of it. And that’s how we got into
the Christmas business,” he explained.  Mr. Foard, who was vice
president of Valley View Farms, explained in the interview that
the Christmas business eventually grew to include not only
balls but lights, artificial trees, garlands, candles, cookie cutters

and lawn ornaments, and accounted for one-third of the garden
center’s annual gross receipts.

“Well, we had a typical brother relationship and didn’t
always see eye-to-eye. I’m a financial conservative, and he’s at
the other end,” said William Foard, with a laugh. “But when we
started into the Christmas business, Punkey just loved that.”

Later in his career, Mr. Foard became intrigued by new
varieties of hot peppers that he could promote and sell at Valley
View.  “Punkey was always dreaming up something new for the
store,” said Mrs. Foard.  Mrs. Foard said her husband was one
of the first in the area to bring new varieties from Trinidad to hot
pepper lovers in Baltimore.  After he sold his share of the business
to his brother in 2005 and retired, Mr. Foard continued his quest
for the hottest pepper, his wife said.

In addition to his wife and brother, Mr. Foard is survived by
a sister, Suzanne Foard of Hydes; two nephews; and three nieces.

From the Baltimore Sun, by Frederick N. Rasmussen

==============================================================================================================================

John Adam Horoshko, SMA ’59PG

John Horoshko of Dallas, PA, passed away on
Friday, January 29, 2010.   He was born on July 20, 1940,
in Hanover Township, PA, and graduated from Hanover
High School.  John attended SMA for the 1958-59 school
year as a post-grad and starred on that year’s
championship baseball, basketball, and track teams.  
Following SMA, John joined the Coast Guard and
served as an electrician’s mate third class during the
Vietnam War.  He then began his career in sales with the
last sixteen years spent as Vice President of Sales for
Scranton Label, Inc., in Clarks Summit, PA.
John enjoyed traveling to the New Jersey Shore,

golfing, and attending many sporting events.  He was a member
of Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church, Plymouth,
PA; the Masonic Order Plymouth Lodge 332; the Irem Temple
Country Club; and the Northeastern Pennsylvania Coast Guard
Veterans Association.

John was preceded in death by his parents, Joseph, Sr.,
and Ella Ferkel Horoshko; a brother, Joseph Horoshko; a sister,
Phyloretta Shipula; and a son, Mark Adam Horoshko.  In addition
to his wife of 42 years, Leslie Milne Horoshko, John is survived
by his son, Scott, and wife, Shari, along with their daughter,
Riley, and sons, Jake and Brian.  He is also survived by two
sisters, Evelyn Guzo and Dolores Rybicki, both of Elmwood Park,
NJ.

In April 2009, twenty-five very fortunate members of
the SMA Class of 1959 were able to spend some time with John
and Leslie in Staunton during the Class’ Fiftieth Reunion,
renewing friendships that have, literally, lasted a lifetime.

Courtesy of Kelly McGavock, SMA ‘59
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has a large and well selected collection of apparatus
and in addition to the usual appliances for instruction in
general Chemistry, all the apparatus, such as analytical
balances, reagents, &c., for complete laboratory work.
The success which has attended the use of the Natural
Sciences as disciplinary studies, so generally ignored in
schools, has convinced him of their value in the school
curriculum, and finds its endorsement in the strongly
expressed opinions of some of the best thinkers and
writers upon the subject of education in this country and
in Europe.  In addition to the above appliances, the school
is furnished with a large and carefully labeled collection
of minerals, selected by one of the best mineralogists in
Philadelphia, with special reference to school work.
In the discipline of the school he proposes to follow that
course which his past experience has demonstrated to
be the only one that can result in permanent good to the
pupils and unquestioning obedience of the pupil to the
suppression of any habits which may tend to lower the
moral tone, or unfit the pupil to the attainment of the
best success of which he is capable in the prosecution
of his studies: an unremitting effort to establish the
kindest and most intimate relations between pupil and
teacher.
The responsibilities of the teacher toward his pupil whilst
under his charge are conceived to be, as nearly as
possible, those of parent and child, and these he dare

not violate for the sake of a short-lived popularity, to
connive at vices, or overlook idleness or neglect of
duty.  Only upon these principles has he ever
conducted a school, nor has he ever invited patronage
from those who do not endorse them.

W.H. KABLE, A.M.
Back in Charlestown, the Board of Trustees for the

Charlestown Academy reported to the populous that Capt. Kable
had resigned to start his own school in Staunton. They also
announced the appointment of a new Principal for the next term.
The Charlestown Academy closed its doors in 1906 and the building
was torn down in 1912.

Charlestown Academy shortly before it was torn down.

taps
Virgil Davis Hunt, SMA ‘46

Virgil Davis Hunt, age 81, of Ruston, LA, died
February 19, 2010 of complications from surgery.
He was preceded in death by his parents,
Alexander Trotter Hunt and Alverne Davis Hunt.
Davis was the first baby born in the Ruston

Hospital on November 28, 1928. He grew up in Ruston where he
attended A. E. Phillips Laboratory School and graduated from
Ruston High School in 1945. After high school, he attended
Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, VA and graduated from
the Georgia Institute of Technology in 1950, with an Industrial
Engineering degree.

Davis served as an officer in the United States Army during
the Korean War. He returned to Ruston and was a principal in
Hunt Lumber Company. During his years in the lumber and
plywood business, he was President of the Southern Forest
Products Association and the Southern Pine Association. He
was partner in numerous other business ventures after his
retirement from the family lumber company. He enjoyed
membership in Squire Creek Country Club of Ruston, and Belle
Meade Country Club in Nashville, TN where he enjoyed his many
golfing friends. He was a life long Presbyterian. Davis was an
avid golfer and outdoorsman, and a very enthusiastic supporter
of Georgia Tech.

He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Sandra Elizabeth Gray
of Minden, LA and his three children, Elizabeth Hunt
Wallace and her husband Jack of Nashville, TN, and their
children, Jake, Ansley, Lili and Gray; Virgil Davis Hunt, Jr.
and his wife Mary Kay of Nashville, TN, and their children,
Davis, Alex, Mary Eugenia, and George; and Martha Hunt
Givhan and her husband Fred of Dallas, TX, and their
children, Bear, Ansley and Martha. He is also survived
by his two brothers, Alexander Trotter Hunt, Jr. (SMA
’48) and Thomas Morgan Hunt, and nephews, Trott and
Jimmy Hunt.

Courtesy of Dick Staunch, SMA ‘61

===============================================================

Russell Dixon Lamb, SMA ‘48

Russell Dixon Lamb passed away October 7, 2009 in Portland,
Oregon.  He was born in Fort Wayne, Indiana on June 18, 1929.
He graduated from Staunton Military Academy in 1948 and
attended the University of Indiana, University of Colorado, and
Southern Methodist University.  He was affiliated with Sigma Nu
Fraternity.

In 1953, he was called to active duty in the United States
Army and served in Korea where he was a Broadcast Specialist.

Russell was a professional photographer and was particularly
interested in scenic photography.  He traveled widely in Europe,
Africa, Asia, and numerous Mediterranean  countries.  His favorite
areas to photograph were in the Pacific Northwest – Washington
State, Oregon, and California.  His images were featured in
numerous large “Coffee Table” books covering Montana,
Wyoming, and the Cascade Mountain Range.

Mr. Lamb was a member of the American Alpine Club,
the Mazamas – the Portland Climbing Club, and was a frequent
leader of climbs.

He is missed by his family and friends.
Courtesy of Mary Margaret Lamb, his widow.

Dr. Robert H. Linn, SMA ‘32

Dr. Robert Linn, SMA ’32, born on November
23, 1914, passed away on January 30, 2010.  He
asked his daughter, Elizabeth Showalter, to notify
the SMA Alumni Association of his death.

Editor’s Note: Under his picture in his death announcement

were the following words.

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I

have kept the faith: II Timothy 4:7.”

Courtesy of Elizabeth Showalter, Dr. Linn’s daughter.

===============================================================

George Philip Merkle, SMA ‘45

George Philip Phil Merkle, age 82, of Munson
Township, died on June 24, 2009.  He was born
January 11, 1927 in Cleveland, Ohio.  He had lived
there before moving to Munson Township in 1973.

Mr. Merkle worked as a real estate broker for
40 years and as deputy auditor of Geauga County

for 12 years, retiring in 1990.
He was a U. S. Army Air Corps veteran, serving during World

War II.  Mr. Merkle was a member of the former F&AM
Lodge 636 Windemere and the Chardon Rotary Club.
He enjoyed traveling to Florida and The Outer Banks,
as well as golfing and gardening.

He was a woodworker and made toys for his
grandchildren, including doll houses, forts, and rocking
horses.  His greatest joys were spending time with his
children and grandchildren and supporting all of their
activities and sporting events, as well as watching the
Cleveland Indians and Ohio State football games.

===============================================================

John Anthony Neary, SMA 35

John Anthony Neary, 1917-2010. After a
wonderful life, John Neary, a sixth generation native
Arizonan, died peacefully on March 10, 2010, at the
age of 92.

 Born in Globe, Arizona to Tony and Belle Neary,
John was educated in Globe elementary and high school, Staunton

Military Academy in Virginia, and graduated from the University
of Arizona. He completed his education with an advanced degree
in Pharmacy from Idaho State University. He owned and operated
a group of drug stores throughout Arizona. He worked for several
local drug companies and ended his career with Good Samaritan
Hospital pharmacy. A war hero, John was particularly proud of
his military service. He entered the military as a member of the
U.S. Cavalry division and ended as Captain of the 91st Troop
Carrier Squadron. Many fond memories resulted from his days as
a glider pilot in World War II.
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During those next 12 years, Capt. Kable continued to develop
his credentials and prepare for his next step in his developing
his own school. In May of 1873, Capt. Kable was awarded
an Honorary Master of Arts from Columbia

College (now George Washington University). The
details of the reasons for the award are unknown, but events
later in the year give clues as to the reasons. In September of
1873, Capt. Kable published an announcement for an “English,
Classical, &
M a t h e m a t i c a l
School” at the
C h a r l e s t o w n
Academy. The
article detailed out
the design of the
school criteria
including Courses
of Instruction,
Method of
I n s t r u c t i o n ,
D i s c i p l i n e ,
Boarding Opportunities, and Terms.

Besides his teaching, Capt. Kable was also active in
the Jefferson County government. He was on the Board of
Supervisors for Jefferson County and was the President of
the County Court for four years. Also during this time, Capt.
Kable began selling his shares of the family farm. Though
the amount received for the land is unknown, the Jefferson
county records show that he sold 13 parcels of land. He
undoubtedly did this to acquire funds to start his own school.

In 1883, Capt. Kable attempted to purchase Charles
Washington’s ancestral home, Mordington (a.k.a. Happy
Retreat) when it came up for sale at public auction. Charles
Washington was the brother of George Washington and the
founder of Charlestown. Capt. Kable was the highest bidder
during the auction. However, after the auction, Bassett
Mitchell of South Carolina offered a greater price for the
property and the court ordered it sold to him. Not able to
locate a similarly suitable location to start his own school,
Capt. Kable turned his eyes to Staunton, Virginia.

Capt. Kable was very familiar with the Staunton area.
Besides the time he spent teaching in his school at West View,
he had several other attachments to the area. His wife had
been born and raised
until the age of eight
in Augusta County,
the county that
surrounds Staunton.
His Brother-in-Law,
William W. Gibbs,
was a wagon maker
in Staunton in the
early 1880’s. Also,
being an educator,

Capt. Kable would have seen Staunton from an educator’s
eyes. In the early 1880’s, Staunton and the surrounding area
might have been called the cornerstone of Education for the
Shenandoah Valley. Among the schools operating there were
the Fishburne School (now the Fishburne Military School),
Principled by the founder, James. A. Fishburne; Augusta
Military Academy (closed January, 1984), Principled by the
founder, Charles S. Roller; the Augusta Female Seminary
(now Mary Baldwin College), Principled by Mary Julia
Baldwin; the Institution for Deaf and Dumb and the Blind
(Now the Virginia School for the Deaf and Blind), Principled
by Captain Doyle; and the Virginia Female Institute (now
Stuart Hall), Principled by Mrs. Flora Stuart, the widow of
Gen. J.E.B. Stuart. Capt. Kable purchased the Alby property
just north of the Staunton City limits on May 17, 1884 for his
school. The property was described as having a spacious
residence and four acres of ground. Capt. Kable also
immediately began construction of a classroom for his school.

Capt. Kable had the Prospectus for his new school
(which is duplicated below) published at that time in one of
the local newspapers. It set the standards and truly the
groundwork for the school that would grow into the Staunton
Military Academy.

PROSPECTUS

The undersigned, now Principal of the
Charlestown Academy, Jefferson county, W. Va.,
being under the necessity of making such changes
in his present residence as will involve
considerable expense to meet the increasing
demands of his school, has had suggested to him
and proposes to remove his school to
STAUNTON, if a sufficient local patronage can
be assured to him.  While greatly encouraged in
his present location, he realizes the increased
advantages of Staunton as an educational centre,
and the better opportunities for the successful
prosecution of his efforts, with the added
incentive of the lack of a well equipped male
school in the city.  Educated at the University of
Virginia, he claims fitness for his work in a
thorough preparation and in the diligent and
successful prosecution of the profession thro’ a
period of twenty years.  He proposes to establish
a first-class preparatory school for boys, thorough
in all its departments, not only to fit boys for our
Universities, but to meet the growing and
imperative demand for the accurate and careful
training of many who must and do limit their
education to the preparatory school.
In addition to the usual curriculum of Ancient and
Modern Languages and Mathematics, careful
attention has been given to instruction in the
Sciences.  For illustration in Physics, the schoolMordington (a.k.a. Happy Retreat)

taps

 John was a loving husband, father, grandfather and great
grandfather. He was preceded in death by his wife Margaret
Murphy and his daughter Peggy. He is survived by five children;
Toni Neary Harper, Kathleen Henze (Tom), Molly Neary (Kenneth
Kanev), Michael (Jamie), and Barbi Neary. Also surviving are his
eleven grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. John had an
incredible faith, a tremendous work ethic and unwavering love
for family and friends. His positive attitude and sense of humor
was an example to all. Life without him “hurts like the dickens.”

 Funeral Services were held in Brophy Chapel (4701 N. Central
Ave., Phoenix, AZ) on Saturday, March 27, 2010 at 12 noon.

===============================================================

Larry Schnecker, SMA ‘44

Larry Schnecker passed away from various
illnesses on September 9, 2009 in his home town of
Middletown, Ohio.

Courtesy of his son, John Schnecker of Lake Zurich, IL.

===============================================================

Lake R. Slacum Jr., SMA ’55

Lake R. Slacum Jr., 72, of Cambridge, MD passed away
on Tuesday, February 2, 2010 at Dorchester General
Hospital. He was born in Cambridge on June 2, 1937 and
was a son of the late Lake R. Slacum, Sr. and Elena Wood
Slacum.

Mr. Slacum graduated from Staunton Military Academy in
Staunton, VA. After high school, he entered the U.S. Army and was
stationed in Korea. When Mr. Slacum returned from serving his
country, he went to Potomac State College and later to Louisiana
State University, where he received his bachelor’s degree in Electrical
Engineering in 1963. On June 28, 1963, he married the former Julie
Pritchett. Mr. Slacum worked and retired on January 1, 1995 from
Delmarva Power. He loved building model boats. He especially
enjoyed building model skipjacks.

He is survived by his wife Julie Pritchett Slacum of Cambridge,
a son Lake R. Slacum III and wife Cindy of Wilmington, NC and
twin grandsons Lake Frederick Slacum and Payne Pritchett Slacum.
Besides his parents, Mr. Slacum is preceded in death by a daughter
Amy Slacum Hussey and a sister Delores Carter.

Honorary pallbearers were Thomas H. Adams, Jr., Steven A.
Adams, W. Ladd Johnson, Herbert “Buddy” Tall, Richard “Dick’
Morse and Danny Brannock. A private funeral service was held on
Thursday, February 4, 2010 at Thomas Funeral Home, P.A. with
Rev. A. Delmer Willey Jr. officiating. Burial followed at Old Trinity
Churchyard.

===============================================================

Donald E. Stuart, SMA ‘42

Donald E. Stuart, 84 of Fitchburg, MA, a longtime Gardner
resident, a former President of Temple Stuart in Baldwinville, and
a longtime civic leader, died peacefully Sunday, March 21, 2010
at home, surrounded by the love of his family.

Donald, son of the late John H. and Ruth K. (Zander) Stuart,
was born in Fitchburg on August 2, 1925 and lived in Gardner
until moving to Fitchburg six years ago. Donald attended Gardner
High School for two years and went on to graduate from the
Staunton Military Academy in 1942. He enlisted in the United

States Army Air Corp, serving our country during World War II.
Following his discharge, Donald attended the University of
Michigan where he was a member of Theta Xi Fraternity.

Donald was an owner and director of the Temple Stuart Co.
in Baldwinville for over forty years, retiring as President in 1990.
During that time, Donald was active in numerous organizations
including the Shriners, The Hope Lodge of Masons in Gardner,
and the Gardner American Legion. Donald was the oldest
surviving member of the Oak Hill Country Club, having been a
member since joining with his father many years ago. He was a
member and Past President of the Greenwood Memorial Swim
Club, Director of the Worcester County National Bank, Director
of Shawmut Bank, Director of Henry Heywood Memorial Hospital,
and a member of the Republican National Committee. Donald

was Chairman of Troop 5 of the Boy Scouts of America
and during his youth, had been a member of the swim
teams of the University of Michgan, Gardner High
School and Staunton Military Academy, where he served

as Captain during his senior year. While in Gardner,
Donald had been a longtime, active and supporting
member of the First Congregational Church.

He will be sadly missed by his beloved wife of 27
years; Elissa “Dolly” E. (Hill) Stuart, three sons; Bryan
D. Stuart and his wife Deborah of The Woodlands Texas,
John P. Stuart of Humble Texas and Alan E. Stuart and
his wife Michelle of Sussex NJ, two stepsons; Shawn A.
Dooley and his wife Hakson of Germany and Scott D.

Dooley of Ashby, his sister; Joan E. Damon-Hillman and her
husband Charles “Buzz” of Lunenburg, eight grandchildren;
Alexander Stuart, Ian Stuart and Ansley Stuart, all of New Jersey,
Bryanna Stuart, Nicholas Stuart, Jennifer Berka and Eugene Oller
all of Texas, T.J. Berka of California and many nephews and nieces.

===============================================================

Richard Bryan Thomas, SMA ’56

Richard Bryan Thomas, 71, passed away
Tuesday at his home in Lake Havasu City, AZ.
He was born Sept. 28, 1938, in Akron, Ohio.
Richard and his wife moved to Lake Havasu
City 12 years ago from Villa Park, Calif. He
attended high school at Staunton Military

Academy in Staunton, Va. Richard was a graduate from Kent
State and his career was in transportation. Richard was a member
of the Masonic Lodge of Akron, Loyal Order of Moose, Fraternal
Order of Eagles and American Legion. He attended Mount Olive
Lutheran Church in Lake Havasu City.

Richard is survived by his loving wife of 19 years, Judy
Thomas; daughters, Christy Hartman, of Placentia, Calif., and
Cherie Gibbons, of Fullerton, Calif.; stepchildren, Carmen Fuller,
of San Jose, Calif., Brenda Milos, of Charleston, S.C., Adam
Overbo of San Diego, Calif.; 12 grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.

His parents, Ples and Edith Thomas and brother Donald
Thomas preceded him in death.  A memorial service was held at
Mount Olive Lutheran Church. Words of wisdom and inspiration
were expressed by Pastor Jim Price. A reception followed at the
Moose Lodge.

Continued Continued Continued Continued Continued on page 5 —21 —
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1966-67 session with 665 cadets in the Corps. The
largest graduating class was the class of 1964 with 200
cadets receiving diplomas. The smallest number of
seniors was in 1900 with three cadets receiving diplomas.
The first diploma was awarded to Cadet Browning in
1890. The last diploma was awarded to Cadet Shawn
Webb in 1976.
The entire story of the Staunton Military Academy told in
the following pages is the journey through one man’s
dream of what the education of young men should be,
with that dream being continued after his death to the
end by others that took up the banner and marched to the

drumbeat defined by William H. Kable.

2. The Road to Staunton
William H. Kable was born on September 25, 1837

in Kabletown, Jefferson County, Virginia (now West
Virginia). He was the youngest of the children born to John
and Ellen Kable. John Kable was a farmer and ran a Grist
Mill located on Bullskin Run near the Shenandoah River.
Of the three sons of John Kable, William was the only one
to receive a formal education. He attended a private school
in the area and then taught at it when he was seventeen
years old.

After
finishing his
p r i m a r y
education,
W i l l i a m
worked on
his father’s
farm until his
f a t h e r
p a s s e d
away in
1857. He
then entered
a private school to prepare himself for college, matriculating
at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville in the fall of
1858; continuing there until June of 1860. During those
years, he studied Latin, Modern Language, Greek,
Mathematics, & Moral Philosophy. He left the University
and traveled to Southampton County, Virginia to take a
position as the assistant Instructor at the Green Plain
Academy.

In April 1861, William Kable answered the call of
his home state and traveled back to Charlottesville to enlist
in the Virginia Militia. He enlisted as a 4th Sergeant in
Company F, 10th Virginia Cavalry Regiment. Kable rose
quickly in rank and was promoted to Captain on November
18, 1862. Additionally, he was assigned as the Regiment
Quartermaster in April 1863. On June 30, 1863 he was
wounded-in-action when he had his horse shot out from
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under him at Hanover, PA on the first day of the Battle of
Gettysburg. After recovering from his wounds, he continued
serving in the 10th Virginia until he was surrendered at
Appomattox on April 9, 1865. On his mustering out papers,
General Robert E. Lee wrote “This was a good Officer”.
(Note: from here on William H. Kable will be referred to
as Capt. Kable as was the custom for articles and writings
about him during his lifetime and after his death. One
interesting note by the researcher is nowhere could it be
found, other than the military records of the CSA, that
William H. Kable ever referred to himself as  ”Captain.”)

Capt. Kable returned to his home and began
teaching again at the same school he had taught at when
he was seventeen. He then reentered the University of
Virginia in 1867 and was awarded a Master of Arts in May

1868. It was
then that
W i l l i a m
K a b l e
established
his first
school. The
S t a u n t o n
(Virginia)
Specta tor
reported on
June 2,

1868 that “William H. Kable and S.J. Coffman will open a
classical and mathematical school in West View, Augusta
County; they will teach ancient and modern languages,
mathematics, and English.” West View was and still is a
small community approximately 5 miles west of Staunton,
Virginia.

C a p t .
Kable left teaching
in June 1869 due
to “Defective
Eyesight” and
returned to his
home in
Kabletown, West
Virginia to take up
farming on the
family farm for the
next three years.
It was during this time that he married Willie L. Gibbs.
Their first son, William G. Kable, was born September 10,
1872. Also in September of 1872, the Board of Trustees of
the Charlestown Academy announced that they had secured
the services of Captain W. H. Kable for the 1872-73 school
term. The Charlestown Academy was a private school that
had been founded in 1795. Capt. Kable would remain the
Principal of the Charlestown Academy until May of 1884.

Childhood Home in Kabletown

Pistol carried by Captain Kable in 10th

Virginia Cavalry

West View, Virginia (2009)
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George B. Viault, SMA ‘60

George B. Vialut, class of ‘60, passed away on February 16,
2010. 

Courtesty of Anne Viault.

===============================================================

Lee R. Wills, SMA ‘48

Lee R. Wills passed away on May 2, 2004, after a lengthy
battle with diabetes. He was born in Oklahoma City Okla. on Oct.
13, 1930 to W. A. and Jennette Robinson Wills. The Wills family
moved to Pueblo, Colo. in 1939.

Lee attended Centennial High School in Pueblo and
graduated from Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, VA. In
1948, he entered the University of Colorado. His
education was put on hold for service in the U.S. Air
Force during the Korean Conflict.

Lee graduated from the University of Colorado
Law School in 1956, and returned to Pueblo to begin
his legal career with classmate and partner Jerry Smith.
In 1959, he joined the firm of Phelps, Fonda and Hayes
where he began a specialization in the area of insurance
defense. In 1968, Lee moved his law practice to Colorado
Springs as a partner in the firm of Rector, Kane, Donley
and Wills. Lee opened The Wills Law Firm in 1983 where
he was later joined in the practice by his son, Drew,
until his retirement in 2000.

Lee Wills fashioned himself a “country trial lawyer” but was
well known for his dry wit, professionalism, high ethical standards,
decorum and ability in the courtroom. He was inducted into the
American College of Trial Lawyers in 1977, and served several
years on the state committee and as state chairman. Lee was a
lifetime fellow of the American College. He was an active member
of the U. S. District Court for the 10th Circuit Bar Association and
served 5 years as a member of the U.S. District Court Committee
on Conduct. Lee was a loyal friend of University of Colorado
School of Law where he served 6 years as a member and chair of
the Alumni Board. He was awarded the Outstanding Practitioner
Medal by the University of Colorado School of Law in 1990.

Lee provided service to his community in many ways but
was most dedicated to Grace Episcopal Church where he served
on the vestry for many years and was Chancellor at the time of
his death. He was a member of the Cheyenne Mountain Country
Club and the Kissing Camels Golf Club.

 Lee was devoted to his family and is survived by his wife of
50 years, Mary Lawson Wills and four sons, John G. and his wife
Patti of Naperville, Ill., H. Lawson, his wife Sheila, of Aspen Colo.,
Wm. Andrew (“Drew”), his wife Jeannie, of Colorado Springs
and C. Price, his wife Diane, of Bozeman, Mont.; as well as 11
grandchildren. Lee is also survived by his brother, W.A. Wills, Jr.
of Colorado Springs. He was preceded in death by a brother
Charles R. Wills.

===============================================================

Donald Grant Wise, SMA ‘57

Donald Grant Wise, 70, of Portsmouth, Virginia passed
away at his home in Point Harbor, North Carolina on May
5, 2009 surrounded in love by his family after a brave
battle with pancreatic cancer.

Donnie was born October 4, 1938 in Portsmouth,
Virginia.  He attended Churchland High School, graduating
with the class of 1956.  He took a post-graduate year at

Staunton Military Academy, as part of the class of 1957.

Donnie achieved a degree in Electrical Engineering from
Virginia Military Institute in 1961 and went on to acquire
his law degree from the Marshall Wythe School of Law at
the College of William and Mary in 1963, at which time he

joined his father and brother in the law firm Wise, Wise, and
Wise.  Donnie practiced law in Portsmouth for over 40 years.

He loved outdoor activities, including riding motorcycles,
being on the water, walking in the woods, playing tennis, and
spending time with his family and vast array of friends.  Boat
trips on the Albemarle Sound to “Milk Truck” beach and Durant
Island were always a favorite pastime.  Donnie enjoyed exploring
the beaches, gathering driftwood, and keeping the areas clean.
He took his family on countless adventures: white water canoeing,
camping, and skiing.  Donnie was a talented woodworker who
enjoyed carving and turning wood, as well as making wooden
collages.

E-mail letters, Articles, TAPS to:
Kablegram@sma-alumni.org

Continued Continued Continued Continued Continued on page 4
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE HILL
President ......... Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62
Vice President .. William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74
Secretary .... Robert W. Parker, Jr., SMA ‘67
Treasurer ......... Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62

PERMANENT COMMITTEES

ALUMNI RELATIONS
Eugene K. Ehmann, SMA ‘74 ..... Chairman
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ‘56 ........... Member

FINANCE
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 ......... Chairman
Edmund A. Smith, SMA ‘76 ........... Member

LEGAL
Simon M. Painter, Jr., SMA ‘58 ... Chairman
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 .... Member

SCHOLARSHIPS
Harry Bruckno, SMA ’62 …........... Chairman
Tom Davis, SMA ’62 ....................... Member
Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell .......... Advisor

AD-HOC COMMITTEES

SMA-VWIL INITIATIVE
William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74 ......... Chairman
Harry Bruckno, SMA ’62 ………….. Member

REUNION
Edmund A. Smith, SMA ‘76 ........ Chairman
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 .... Member
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ‘56 ........... Member
Jay Nedry, SMA ‘69....................... Member
Craig E. Hanson, SMA ‘74 ............ Member

SMA-VWIL MUSEUM
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ’56 …… Chairman
John H. (Jack) Lowe, SMA ‘49 ..... Member
Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62 .......... Member
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 ........... Member
Dominic (Jack) Dalbo, SMA ‘68 .... Member
Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell ........ Member

WORLD WAR I MONUMENT
Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62 .......... Member
John H. (Jack) Lowe, SMA ‘48 ..... Member

KABLEGRAM
Burdette Holmes, SMA ’62 ………… Editor

WEBSITE
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 ............... Webmaster

SMA ALUMNI OFFICE
Arlene Nicely .......... SMA Alumni Secretary

Chaplain.... Richard Henderson, SMA ‘63

John C. “Jack” Hildebrand, SMA ‘72
J. Harvie Martin III, SMA ‘74

Peter J. Worth, SMA ‘57
Warren Hutton, SMA ‘75

Julian S. Lake IV, SMA ‘74

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................. $10.00
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield) ..................... $15.00
_____ Gray: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidery on sleeve) .................................................. $20.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidery on sleeve) .............................................. $20.00
Sweatshirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Embroidered Gold Hat Shield) ..................... $30.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $30.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts: $35.00  M-3X

White with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield
Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield
Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)
Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy”

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
Gold w/fleece lining: Embroidered blue Hat Shield on Front
Navy Blue w/fleece lining: Embroidered blue Hat Shield on Front

_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover: ......$35.00  M-3X
Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $10.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $8.00
_____ Mug: Gray w/South Barracks in blue ......................... $2.50
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $18.00
_____ Artist Sketch: 17X7 1/4:  South Barracks, Administration Building,

Mess Hall, Kable Hall, North Barracks ...................... $5.00
_____ Artist Sketch: 14X9:  Memorial Hall, Kable Hall, North Barracks

(Approach from Prospect Drive) ............................... $5.00
_____ License Plate Sign (White w/ “SMA ALUMNI” in blue) . $10.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................. $008.75

    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $010.95

    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $012.95

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Currently, credit card orders can-
not be accepted by the Cadet Store.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

CADET STORE
Harry Bruckno

President, SMA Alumni Association

A hearty “Thank You” to all the Old Boys who attended the
reunion this April.  Many were here for the first time since
graduation, and everyone said they had good time and will
be back in the future.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of
you who made special donations to help defray the costs for
our Faculty members and the VWIL cadets attending the
Saturday night banquet.  Your help was a decisive factor in
our staying out of the red this year.

The Board of Directors has been working very hard to
maintain the SMA Alumni Association, the Web site, and the
Museum.  The board members work closely together to make
sure our legacy will be here long after the last Old Boy has
gone on the final reward.  Do you remember how often you
spoke to your family about your times at SMA?  Through the
museum, your descendants will be able to learn about SMA
and your time there.  Many families call or E-mail the Museum

with questions and
requests about Fathers,
Grandfathers, and now
Great Grand fathers.  A
new computer system has
been purchased to help
Sgt. Major Nicely answer
those questions.  An
archives room has been
added to the Museum to
help preserve the items so
valued and treasured by all
the Old Boys.   Last, but not
least, the VWIL cadets
continue to carry our SMA
traditions through their
daily routines while at Mary
Baldwin College and even
after their Graduation.

Gentlemen, you
should be very proud of
what you have done to
save your legacy and what

you are doing for the future of your country by supporting the
young women of VWIL.

On a final note, please pay your dues, and keep those
donations coming.  Every little bit helps to keep this operation
running smoothly.

Editor’s Note:  Yes, Billy Lee, this was really written by
an interior lineman.

Bruck ‘62  

$____________
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$____________
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$____________

$____________
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$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
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Harry Bruckno, ’62
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1. Introduction

The Staunton Military Academy (SMA) was founded by William H. Kable in Staunton, Virginia in 1884. It went by the

name “The Staunton Male Academy” for four years until Kable adopted a military format starting with the 1888-89 session.

It was renamed “The Staunton Military Academy” at that time. SMA continued in

operation at the same location for 92 sessions and closed its doors in Staunton in June

1976. SMA reopened in Hampton, Virginia, in September 1977 for one session and

closed for the final time as a full time educational institution in June 1978. A summer

program was run by the SMA Alumni Association for three summers starting in 1989.

Approximately 21,000 cadets passed through the portals of SMA with over

7,400 receiving diplomas. The smallest number of students was in the 1899-1900

session with 15 cadets in the Corps. The largest number of cadets was during the

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
STAUNTON, VA
PERMIT NO. 96

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309  •  Fax: (540) 885-1366
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. MEMBERSHIP DUES Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Dues ($60.00) will be credited for fiscal year September 1, 2010 - August 31, 2011).
• Dues are not tax deductible. Please make checks payable to: SMA Alumni Association.
SMA FOUNDATION, INC. Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are used to fund the SMA-VWIL Museum,  scholarships and related expenses.
SMA-VWIL INITIATIVE Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are given to VWIL for discretionary utilization.
SCHOLARSHIP FUND Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are used to fund the annual SMA Alumni Association Leadership Scholarship.
SPECIAL DONATION Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are used as specified by the donor, such as Howie Rifles, VWIL Band, etc.

Name:_____________________________________________________________________Class:_________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: Home: ______________________________ E-mail:_____________________________________________

Complete this form, include your check(s) and mail to SMAAA. Your support and
involvement are critical to the continued success of the association and the activities

and programs that have been developed and implemented in the memory of
Staunton Military Academy, the Corps of Cadets and staff.

s

True History of SMA

William H. Kable (1880)
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Foreword

With this issue, the Kablegram begins publishing the recently researched and documented true history of the Staunton

Military Academy. Two chapters, with the exception of chapters 11- 15, will be published in each issue of the Kablegram.

Below is the table of contents for the History of SMA.
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