
Staunton Male Academy as it looked in September 1884
when it opened

Staunton Male Academy as it looked in September 1884
when it opened

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Newsletter
Published by the Staunton Military Academy Foundation • Staunton, Virginia

February  2013

— 1 —
Continued on page 2

Staunton Military Academy
Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.
SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.     (payable to: SMA Alumni Association, Inc.)
•  Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: ($60.00 per year, 1 September through 31 August) $___________
      If you are paying for multiple years, please indicate below which years (past/present/future).

SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: SMA Legacy Fund Contribution:      (payable to: SMA Foundation, Inc.) $___________
•  The Legacy Fund is an endowment fund intended to perpetuate our SMA Legacy, as the number of our alumni
decline.

SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.     (payable to: SMA Foundation, Inc.)
•  SMA Foundation Contribution:SMA Foundation Contribution:SMA Foundation Contribution:SMA Foundation Contribution:SMA Foundation Contribution: $___________
      Tax-deductible donations are used to fund the Kablegram, SMA-VWIL Museum, reunions, related expenses.

•  SMA-SMA-SMA-SMA-SMA-VWIL Initiative FVWIL Initiative FVWIL Initiative FVWIL Initiative FVWIL Initiative Fundundundundund $___________
      Tax-deductible donations are given to VWIL for discretionary utilization.

•  SMA Leadership Scholarship FundSMA Leadership Scholarship FundSMA Leadership Scholarship FundSMA Leadership Scholarship FundSMA Leadership Scholarship Fund $___________
      Tax-deductible donations are used to fund the annual SMA Alumni Association Leadership Scholarship.

•  SMA Special Donation:SMA Special Donation:SMA Special Donation:SMA Special Donation:SMA Special Donation: $___________
      Tax-deductible donations are used as specified by the donor, such as the Howie Rifles, VWIL Band, etc.

Total:  $___________

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
History .............................. 1-5
Briefly ................................ 5-6
Who would have guessed ..6
Lee High hall of fame ...........7
Project Request ....................7
Memorial Wall .......................8
Letters/email ................... 9-11
Reunion ........................ 11-16
VWIL ............................. 17-20
Walk of Honor Bricks ........21
TAPS ...................................22
Cadet Store ........................23
Dues/Initiatives ...................24

© Copyright 2013
Staunton Military Academy

Alumni Association

Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip: _____________

PAYMENT
• Check (please see above for correct “payable to”)

• Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card       Visa

     Card Number: __________________

     Expiration Date: __________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) __________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card)  _________________________

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

—24—

See pages 11-16  for
reunion information and

registration form.

Make your
past

part of your
future!

Make your
past

part of your
future!

SMA History, Chapter 12: The Superintendents
(Part 1 of 2)

After the iconic image of Captain Kable standing straight and tall in his Confederate Uniform, the Superintendent was the face and
soul of the Staunton Military Academy. The Superintendent was the first Academy representative that potential cadets and their
parents met when they came to the Academy for a visit. He was also the last Academy representative that a cadet shook hands with
as the long awaited graduation diploma was received and the cadet became a civilian.

The Superintendent oversaw the day to day operations of the Academy and the staff. The title
of the job of Superintendent changed slightly in the early years, but the duties never did. The
Superintendent worked to ensure that the high goals established for the Academy were met by all
associated with the academy, from cadets to staff.

He was almost a benevolent father figure to the cadets. When cadets saw the Superintendent
around the campus they happily saluted the distinguished gentleman. But no cadet ever wanted to
be called to his office. Like a telegram from days gone by, the call for such a meeting could only be
bad news.

Seventeen men had the honor of holding the position of Superintendent during the Academy’s
93 years of operation. Some were military leaders from outside the Academy, some were professional
educators, some were teachers that spent their entire careers at SMA, and some were simply men
who answered a call of duty to the Academy and its Corps of Cadets. These are the stories of those
men.

William H. Kable first taught at a private school in
Jefferson County, Virginia (now West Virginia) in 1854 when
he was seventeen years old. He matriculated at the
University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Virginia in the fall of
1858; continuing there until June of 1860. At that
time he left the University and traveled to
Southampton County, Virginia to take a position
as the assistant Instructor at the Green Plain
Academy.

After serving in the Confederate Cavalry
during the War Between the States, Kable
returned to his home and began teaching again at
the same school he had taught at when he was
seventeen. He then reentered the University of
Virginia in 1867 and was awarded a Master of
Arts in May 1868. It was then that William Kable
established his first school. William H. Kable and

S.J. Coffman opened a classical and mathematical school in West View, Augusta County,
Virginia in June of 1868.

Kable left teaching in June 1869 due to “Defective Eyesight” and returned to his
home in Kabletown, West Virginia, to take up farming on the family farm for the next

Captain William H. Kable
1884 - 1912
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................... $7.00
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield) ....................... $7.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00
_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $17.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $17.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(3)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $10.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold ................ $10.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.
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CADET STOREhistory continued

Pass in Review
Continued on page 3

three years. In September of 1872, the Board of Trustees of the
Charlestown Academy announced that they had secured the services of
Kable for the 1872-73 school term. In May of 1873, Kable was awarded
an Honorary Master of Arts from Columbia College (now George
Washington University).

In 1884, Kable left Charlestown and the Charlestown Academy to
open The Staunton Male Academy in Staunton, Virginia. He opened the
school in September of 1884 with 50 students and himself as Principal
and Instructor. The name of the school was changed to the Staunton Military
Academy in 1888. Kable continued teaching at the Academy until 1906
and remained Principal of the Academy until his death in May of 1912.

William G. Kable was born
September 10, 1872, at
Kabletown, Virginia (Now
West Virginia). He first attended
school at the Charlestown
Academy.  At the age of twelve
he came to Staunton, Virginia,
and began attending the
Staunton Male Academy, the
school founded by his father.
William. G. Kable graduated
from the Academy in 1890.

After graduation he went to
Cincinnati to begin a business
career. He had been there only
one year when he decided to
better equip himself for a

business profession. He left Cincinnati and went to Baltimore, where he
entered the Business College of Bryant & Stratton.

After graduation from this institution, he worked three years in the city
of Baltimore. From Baltimore he came back to Staunton to become a
member of the faculty in the Staunton Military Academy for two years. He
then left Staunton, this time settling in New York City. During his time there
he worked for companies such as The Catalonia Fire Insurance Company,
Mills & Gibb, R. T. Wilson & Company, and at the Waldorf-Astoria in
the capacity of chief stenographer. He returned to Staunton in 1900 to
become Commandant of Cadets at the Staunton Military Academy. Over
the next several years, he also taught several subjects and assumed the
position of Business Manager of the Academy. After the devastating fire
of 1904, W. G. Kable formulated the master expansion plan that resulted
in the construction of South Barracks (1905), The Mess Hall (1913), the
Swimming Pool (1913), the Superintendent’s House (1916), North
Barracks (1919),and  the Central Plant (1919).

Upon the death of William H. Kable in May 1912, W.G. Kable
assumed the position of Principal. In 1913 W. G. Kable assumed the
title of President of the Academy, officially retiring the title of Principal
in honor of his father. W. G. Kable remained President of the Academy
until his death in July of 1920.

Colonel William G. Kable
1912 - 1920
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Thomas H. Russell began his association with military academies at the Citadel in
Charleston, SC. He entered the Citadel in October 1898. He Graduated as a Cadet Captain
on June 30, 1902. He went from there to the Horner Military Academy in Oxford, SC, as an
instructor in Mathematics.

Russell began his career at SMA in the fall of 1904 once again as a Mathematics instructor.
After the fire of November 1904 destroyed the barracks, Russell stayed on as part of the
reduced staff. He was appointed Headmaster in September of 1905. Over the next 15
years, Russell maintained his position as Headmaster and occasionally took on the title of
Superintendent though W.G. Kable continued as President and ran the school. Russell was
elected president of the Academy in 1920 following the death of W.G. Kable.

Russell oversaw the completion of W.G. Kable’s master plan for the Academy with the
construction of Memorial Hall (now Deming Hall) in 1926 and the construction of Kable
Hall in 1931.

Russell remained President of the Academy until his death in May 1933.

Leroy L. Sutherland graduated with a B.A. from Richmond College (now University
of Richmond) and obtained a M.A. from John Hopkins University. He went on to teach
Science for two years at Fork Union Military Academy. He started his career at SMA
in 1908 teaching Latin. By 1912 he had been appointed Head of the Chemistry
Department. In 1925 he was appointed Head of the Science Department.

In the June of 1933, Colonel Sutherland was elected Superintendent of the Academy.
He remained in that role until June of 1934 when he relinquished that position and
returned to his position of Head of the Science Department and Instructor in Chemistry.

Colonel Sutherland remained teaching at the Academy until his death in 1941.

The biographical outline below is reprinted from the March 16, 1934 issue of the Kablegram.

The appointment of Robert Tremaine Hall as superintendent of Staunton Military
Academy was announced recently by the Board of Trustees effective June 1934.

Mr. Hall, who for the past six years has served as headmaster at Englewood School for
boys, at Englewood, N. J., succeeds Colonel Leroy Sutherland, who has resigned the post
of Superintendent. Colonel Sutherland will remain a member of the faculty.

Mr. Hall, a graduate of both Princeton and Harvard, taught at Howe School, at Howe,
Ind., before accepting the headmastership at Englewood.

Mr. Hall resigned from the Superintendent’s position effective May 1, 1935.

Colonel Leroy L. Sutherland
1933 - 1934

Robert T. Hall
1934 - 1935

Colonel Thomas H. Russell
1920 - 1933

DAGGIT, EDWARD ARTHUR, Ph.D., SMA ‘48

 HARRISONBURG, Va. –
Retired Lt. Col. Edward Arthur
Daggit, Ph.D., of Harrisonburg,
passed away at 3:05 a.m. Friday,
Jan. 11, 2013, in Sunnyside
Presbyterian Retirement
Community. He was 80.

Lt. Col. Daggit was born
June 15, 1932, in New Orleans, La.,
and subsequently lived in the
Washington, D.C., metropolitan
area, attending local schools, mainly

in Alexandria, through the 10th grade.
He graduated high school at Staunton (Va.) Military

Academy and college at the United States Military Academy,
West Point, N.Y., in 1953 with a bachelor’s degree and a
commission in the infantry. Later he received degrees at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, N.Y. (Master’s
in mathematics, 1959) and New York University
(Ph.D. in mathematics, 1968).

During his 22 years of service in the Army, he
had overseas assignments in Sendai and Kokura in
Japan; Seoul, Korea; Heidelberg, Germany; and Dalat,
Vietnam, where he was advisor to the dean of the
Vietnamese Military Academy. Twice he was
assigned to the math department at USMA, where
he gained six years of teaching experience.

After retiring in 1975, he filled in for a professor
on a year’s sabbatical at Clinch Valley College, Wise, Va.;
and subsequently taught 20 years at Grove City College.

During a leave of absence in 1992-93, he and his wife,
Darla visited more than 100 ROTC
units on behalf of the Officer’s
Christian Fellowship. Since January
2008, he resided in a health care
facility in Sunnyside Retirement
Community in Harrisonburg.

He is survived by: his wife,
Darla L. Cullen Daggit; his son,
Andrew A. Daggit, Star Tannery,
Va.; his grandsons, Bryant T. Daggit,
Winchester, Va.; and Jonathan A.
Taylor, Davenport, Iowa; his sister,
Elizabeth M. Haynes, Springfield,
Va.; and a nephew, three nieces and nine grandnephews and
-nieces.

Interment: Arlington (Va.) National Cemetery at a later
date.

PUTNEY, RICHARD A., SMA ‘69

 Richard A. Putney, 61, of 157
Euclid Ave., died Jan. 9, 2013, in
his home.  He was born June 16,
1951, in Jamestown, the son of the
late A. Robert and Lois Woodbury
Putney.

Rick was a graduate of
Staunton Military Academy,
Staunton, Va., and Jamestown
Community College.

In earlier years, he was
employed by the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation and the Chautauqua Lake Association. In
addition he did landscaping and painting on his own.

Rick enjoyed reading, baseball, and loved time outdoors
at his cabin. He loved caring for his grandparents and
parents. His greatest joy in life was spending time
with and taking care of his grandchildren Holden and
Britta, who called him Papa.

Richard is survived by his wife, Christine P.
Pace Putney of Jamestown; one son, Taylor J. (Annika
M.) Putney of Jamestown; two brothers: Robert M.
(LeeLee) Putney of Virginia, and James R. (Janice)
Putney of North Carolina.; a sister, Sally Jo (Roger)
Whetstein of Arizona; and by two grandchildren:
Holden S. Putney and Britta M. Putney.

SHOWKER, DAVID III, SMA ‘59

STAUNTON – David “Dave”
Showker III, 70, passed away
Tuesday, Dec. 25, 2012, at his home.
He was born Dec. 30, 1941, son of
the late David Slyman Showker Jr.
and Frances Yount Showker.
Dave attended Staunton Military
Academy as a post graduate in
1959 and graduated from the College
of William and Mary with a double
major in speech and theatre.  He
loved handball, swimming, and his

grandchildren.  He believed in the grace and love of Jesus
Christ and was a witness to all around him.

He is survived by his three children, Gratia Bobbitt and
her husband, Miles of Raphine, Martia Hevener and her
husband, Barry of Staunton, and David Showker IV of
Staunton; four grandchildren, Bowen and Olivia Bobbitt, and
Luke and Sadie Hevener; his sister, Jane Lee Capehart and
her husband, Johnny of Winchester; his nephew, Scott
Capehart of California; and his companion, Linda Harvey of
Staunton.

Lt. Col. Edward Daggit

Cadet Daggit in 1948 Cadet Putney in 1969

David Showker III
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Roy W. Wonson graduated June 1902 from the Citadel in Charleston, SC.
While a cadet there he had been a roommate of Thomas Russell. He taught History
in schools in Charleston from 1902 until 1910. During the summer breaks, Wonson
did graduate work at Columbia University in New York. Wonson joined SMA as
an instructor in History in 1910. In 1912, he was named Post Adjutant and Head
of the History Department.

Wonson was appointed both Superintendent of SMA and Headmaster on
April 29, 1935, following the resignation of Robert Hall, Superintendent, and A.E.
Everett, Headmaster. After the appointment of Emory Middour as Superintendent
in June 1935, Wonson remained as Headmaster until June of 1939. He then returned
to his duties as Head of the History Department until his death on October 11,
1942.

The biography below for Colonel Middour was taken from the October 18, 1935 issue of the Kablegram.

At a meeting of the Trustees of Staunton Military Academy in May of 1935,
Colonel Emory J. Middour, who was at that time Assistant Headmaster of
Mercersburg Academy, Mercersburg, Pa., was elected Superintendent of S.M.A.
He took up his work at Staunton on June 15, 1935.

Colonel Middour came to the Academy with rich and successful experience.
Upon the completion of his course at one of the Pennsylvania State Teachers’
Colleges, leading his class scholastically, he was elected principal of a small high
school at the age of eighteen. Colonel Middour served in this work for three
years, attending the Perkiomen Seminary during the two summer terms after
which he was awarded a diploma. He then entered Princeton University and
graduated with the class of 1916. For the next four years he was a teacher of
mathematics and history and senior master of the National Cathedral School
for Boys, Washington, D.C. During the summer he did graduate work at the
University of Pennsylvania. In the fall of 1920 Colonel Middour went to
Mercersburg Academy as head of the history department. In 1922 he was invited
to become assistant to the headmaster of that great school and in 1927, upon

nomination of the headmaster, and by a vote of approval of the board of regents, Colonel Middour was named the
assistant head master, serving in that position to the time of his election to the superintendency of Staunton Military
Academy.

Colonel Middour came to the Staunton Military Academy with versatile and valuable school experience. He had
taught successfully, knew the problem of school administration, and enjoyed the friendship of thousands of boys and
their parents.

Colonel Middour came to Staunton from a nationally known school after thirteen successful years of experience
with two outstanding head masters – one, Dr. William Mann Irvine, a great builder; the other, Dr. Boyd Edwards, a
great inspirational and educational leader.

Colonel Middour resigned the Superintendent’s position on March 10, 1941.

Major Roy W. Wonson
May 1, 1935 - June 15, 1935

Colonel Emory J. Middour
1935 - 1941

Continued from page 3

SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.
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The biography below for Colonel McCabe was taken from the March 7, 1941
issue of the Kablegram.

The Board of Directors of the Staunton Military Academy announced on
Tuesday, February 25, 1941, the election of Colonel E. R. Warner McCabe, United
States Army retired, as Superintendent of the Academy effective March 10th.

Colonel McCabe is the son of the late William Gordon McCabe, one of
Virginia’s most distinguished and successful educators.

Colonel McCabe was educated at McCabe’s University School, and at the
University of Virginia. In 1900 he received his commission in the United States
Army. His service in the army included duty in the Far East, in Mexico with the
Pershing expedition, and in France in the First World War. He was military attaché
at Prague, Czechoslovakia, 1920-1922; chief military attaché and foreign liaison
section, war department, general staff 1932; military attaché, Rome, Italy, 1924-
1926.

He served at Stanford University as professor of military science and tactics.
His last two important assignments were in Chicago, as chief of staff of the 6th

Corps area and in the War Department at Washington, D.C., as one of the five assistant chiefs of staff of the army. He was a
graduate of the service schools of Fort Leavenworth, Fort Riley, Fort Sill, and of the Army War College. He retired from the
Army on July 31, 1940 and made his home in Charlottesville, Va. Colonel McCabe was the holder of a number of decorations
from foreign governments.

Colonel McCabe remained Superintendent of SMA until his recall to active duty effective May 21, 1943.

Editor’s note: Part 2 of The Superintendents will appear in the September issue of the Kablegram.

Colonel E. R. Warner McCabe
1941 - 1943

Dr. Brenda Bryant Memorial Walk-Run.  There will be a new event at this year’s combined reunion, a Walk-Run event in
memory of Dr. Brenda Bryant.  It is scheduled from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 23rd.  There is no charge, but
contributions TO the Bryant Memorial Fund are welcome.  Registration will be on the asphalt before the race.
——————————————————————————————————————————————
SMA/VWIL Alumni Raffle.  Tickets are still available for the raffle.  With the reunion only a month away, now is the time to
buy your tickets.  Send your check or money order (made out to the SMA Foundation) to the SMA Alumni Association, P.O.
Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, VA 24402.  Include a return mailing address which will be written onto the ticket stub.
The cost of each ticket is $100.00, and you do not have to be present at the drawing to win (Saturday night at the banquet).
——————————————————————————————————————————————
Sponsors Needed for VWIL Cadets at the Saturday night Banquet. We would like to seat a VWIL cadet at each table
during the Reunion Banquet on Saturday evening.  You can make this possible by sponsoring a cadet for $50.00.  A cadet at
each table will provide the chance to talk one-on-one with the women who have accomplished such great things through the
VWIL program. The future of VWIL is especially exciting, because many changes are being made with the full backing of Mary
Baldwin College.  General Bissell now has a full staff in his office… truly a first since the program started on campus.  If you can
help by sponsoring a cadet, please send your check made out to SMAAA in the amount of $50.00. Use the new registration
form available in this issue or online.  Mail it to SMAAA, P.O. BOX 958, STAUNTON, VA 24401.  Of course, you may
sponsor as many cadets as you like.

Continued on page 6

2013 VWIL Calendar:
http://www.mbc.edu/vwil/calendar.php

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION

15 Feb 4 p.m. nULL Honor Ceremony Kable Courtyard

16 Feb TBA Stair Ceremony (Rites) Lower Campus

17-18 Feb  VWIL Overnight  

17 Feb 4 p.m. Honor Ceremony Kable Courtyard

1-10 Mar  Spring Break  

15-17 Mar  NYC Trip & St. Patrick’s Day Parade New York City

22 Mar  VWIL Visit Day for Accepted Students  

22 Mar 3:30 p.m. Honor Ceremony Kable Courtyard

22 Mar 4:30  p.m. Memorial Wall Ceremony SMA-VWIL Museum

22 Mar 8 p.m. VWIL Military Ball Stonewall Jackson Hotel

23 Mar 12 p.m. SMA/VWIL Parade in honor of Dr. Bryant PAC Upper Field

23 Mar 2 p.m. Dr. Bryant Memorial Walk/Run  TBD

5-9 Apr TBA Spring FTX VMI

12-13 Apr  MBC Reunion Weekend MBC Campus

13 Apr 4 p.m. MBC Reunion Weekend Parade PAC Upper Field

18 May 10 a.m. Commissioning Ceremony Page Terrace

18 May 2 p.m. Change of Command Parade PAC Upper Field

19 May 10 a.m. Commencement Lower Campus

VWIL        NEWS

in the United States in September 1996. The new 18,000 sq. ft. education center at the Virginia War Memorial will be
named for Paul and Phyllis Galanti.

He has appeared in several documentary films including the Discovery Channel’s Emmy Award-winning “Vietnam
POWs, Stories of Survival” and Public Television’s “Return With Honor.” He is Past President of the Virginia Aviation
Foundation, Past President of the Science Museum of Virginia Foundation, Past President of Nam-POWs, the national
Vietnam POW Fraternity and an elder at First Presbyterian Church in Richmond, Virginia. Additionally, he serves on the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs’ Advisory Committee on Former POWs. He was President of his class at Annapolis.

He is married to the former Phyllis Eason. They have two grown sons.
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WHO WOULD HAVE GUESSED….
By Arlene Nicely, SMA Alumni Secretary

In July of 2002, I was asked to assume the duties of the Staunton Military Academy Alumni Secretary, left vacant by
the retirement of Doris Thompson (a hard act to follow).  In accepting the position, it was just one of the many times my
life has been intertwined with Staunton Military Academy.

My husband, Brocky Nicely, SMA ‘65, entered SMA in the fall of ’63 from Lexington High School in Lexington,
Virginia, a school we were both attending at that time. You see, Brocky and I had grown up on the same street, played
with the same friends and attended the same schools.  It was in high school when we started dating so, needless to say,
I was devastated to have him leave. All was not lost though, for I happened to have a Great Aunt who lived in Staunton;
so I would stay with her on some weekends. This gave Brocky and me the opportunity to attend several dances held at
SMA (keeping Major Dodge busy making sure we danced with a “proper” distance between us).

Upon graduation from SMA, Brocky was preparing himself for college but, as this was the Vietnam Era, his college
education had to wait, as Uncle Sam had other plans for him.  After basic training, troops were being selected for
Vietnam.  One of his Military Police Company Commanders, Capt. Elliott, asked Brocky where he had learned to salute
“like that”.  Brocky replied, “SMA Sir!”  Upon hearing this, Capt. Elliott asked, “Staunton Military Academy?” To this he
heard a firm “YES SIR!”  Brocky was then instructed, “Pack your bags, you’re coming with me!”  Because of this,
Brocky was eventually sent to Germany, not Vietnam, where he spent his tour of duty until his release in 1968. SMA was
still influencing the way we were to live our lives.

After he returned home, Brocky and I came from Lexington to Flagpole Hill on Staunton Military Academy grounds
where he asked me to marry him...still shaping the path we both would walk.  In 1972, we once again returned to
Staunton to make it our home, living just below the SMA Campus on Prospect Street where we could once again hear
the familiar cadence of drums being played morning and night.

In 2001, Brocky was asked to help establish (and eventually become the Curator of) a museum for the school which had
been so much a part of our lives and I was asked to fill the position of Alumni Secretary the following year.

On my desk, I now have a double frame which holds a picture of Brocky as a young cadet, standing at the gates of SMA.
On the other side, there is a picture of me on my Great Aunt’s porch on one of the many occasions I came to visit.  In another
frame I have a picture of our son, born in 1976, the same year that SMA closed its gates.  Life sometimes comes full circle…

In July of 2013, I will have been in this position for 11 years.  During this time I
have found the best part to be, and has always been, getting to know those who still
follow SMA’s legacy of Truth, Duty, Honor.  Thank you for allowing me to be a part
of the Staunton Military Academy family…and it is indeed a family!!

Arlene

Deadline for the May Kablegram (Reunion Issue).  With the VWIL/SMA Reunion occurring so early in the year (22-
23 March), we plan to publish the Reunion Issue of the Kablegram in May.  The deadline for contributions is April 20th.
Please send pictures!
——————————————————————————————————————————————
History of SMA: The Superintendents, Part 1 of 2.  Our SMA historian, Greg Robertson, has delivered Chapter 12 of
the SMA History, titled “The Superintendents”.  There is so much information that we split the chapter into two parts.  Part
1 (1884 – 1943) is in this issue.  Part 2 (1943 – 1976) will be printed in the September issue.  Thank you, Greg, for the
good work.

         Brigadier General Scott Van Cleef
         Brigadier General Lee Badgett
         Brigadier General Mike Bissell
         Colonel Nancy Currie
         Colonel Brian Kelly
         Captain Lori Mathieu
         Captain Anne Ewalt
         Mr. John Antonelli
         Mr. Wyatt Durrette
         Mr. John Nolde
         Dr. Roderic Owen
         Ms. Carole Green
         Major Erinn Singman
         Captain Amanda Lancaster
         Captain Mei-Ling Fye

 
Mr. Galanti’s Biography:

Paul Galanti grew up in an Army family in many states, Japan, France, Turkey and Germany. He graduated from
Valley Forge Military Academy in 1957 and the U. S. Naval Academy in 1962. He immediately entered Navy jet flight
training at the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida. Following completion of advanced training in November 1963, he
was a flight instructor in Pensacola. In November 1964, he joined Navy Light Jet Attack Squadron 216 (VA-216) based
aboard the carrier, USS Hancock, which departed for Southeast Asia in November 1965.

Galanti flew 97 combat missions in his A-4 Skyhawk before being shot down and captured on June 17, 1966. He
remained a prisoner of war of the North Vietnamese for nearly seven years and was released on February 12,
1973.

Following rehabilitation at Portsmouth Naval Hospital, the Navy sent him to the Navy Recruiting District in Richmond,
Virginia, as its Executive Officer. He received the Master of Commerce degree (MBA) from the University of Richmond
in May 1976 after two years of night school. He then became Commanding Officer of the Richmond Recruiting District.

In July 1979 he moved to Annapolis in the Office of the Commandant at the Naval Academy - responsible for the
military and leadership training of 750 academy midshipmen. Additionally, he was faculty advisor to the Brigade of
Midshipmen Drum & Bugle Corps, the Lucky Bag (Academy yearbook) and the Midshipmen Honor Committee.

After being medically retired from the Navy, he became, in 1983, the first non-pharmacist Executive Director of the
Virginia Pharmaceutical Association in its 100-year history. Joining the Medical Society of Virginia staff in September
1991, Galanti became it’s Executive Vice President on January 1, 1993. In both organizations, he used his computer
expertise to vault them into the forefront nationally for association automation. In 2000, he was the Virginia Campaign
Director for Senator John McCain’s Presidential bid. He is currently active in the American Ex-Prisoners of War service
organization and remains active in Virginia politics. He worked with Senator McCain again in his 2008 campaign.

He was inducted into the Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame in November 2005. A replica of his A-4C from VA-216 is
on display at the Virginia Aviation Museum in Richmond.

He was recently appointed by Governor Bob McDonnell as the Commissioner of Veterans Services for the
Commonwealth of Virginia.

Galanti’s personal decorations include the Silver Star, combat awards of two Legions of Merit and the Bronze Star,
nine combat Air Medals and two Purple Hearts.

Galanti appeared on the covers of Life (October 20, 1967) and Newsweek (February 26, 1973) and in the August
19, 1999, issue of Time. Selling Power highlighted his success story in a six-page motivation section, Never Give Up,
Never Give In, in its May/June 1996 issue. That national sales journal chose him as one of the 12 outstanding motivators

VWIL        NEWS
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 Ten new members of the Robert E. Lee/Booker T. Washington Hall of Fame were inducted with a dinner in the Lee

cafeteria followed by the official ceremony in the John Lewis Auditorium.

The ten inductees included Douglas Carter, Claude “Chick” Crawford, SMA ‘57, Lewis Venable, Steve Kluge, Shirley

Jones and Mike Madden. Inducted posthumously were James Johnson, Bucky Vest, SMA ‘52, John “Doc” Hall and Dr. Joe

Williams.

Crawford, who graduated from Lee in 1956, excelled in football, basketball

and baseball. He earned 11 varsity letters and was all-conference in basketball and

baseball. After graduation, he earned varsity letters at Staunton Military Academy

and later played football, basketball and baseball for Randolph-Macon College. He

spent many years coaching high school basketball in the area and was also a basketball

referee.

Vest was a three-sport athlete at Lee, graduating in 1951. He earned four varsity letters

each in football, basketball and baseball. After graduation from Lee, he went on to play at Staunton

Military Academy and earned a football scholarship to Virginia Tech. Former coach and later

Staunton City Schools Superintendent T.C. McSwain stated that Vest was “the best athlete that he

had ever coached.”

Recent photo of Claude “Chick” Crawford

 Cadet Vest in 1951

SMA History Project Requests Help

The SMA History Project is currently working on Chapter 14 - Buildings and Grounds. The project has unanswered
questions in two areas and is requesting anyone with information on these subjects to provide what help they can.
Anyone with information can email it to smahistory@hotmail.com.

 1. From about 1966 until the school closed in Staunton, the Brigade and First Battalion Commanders lived in the
Guard House in the center of South Barracks. A review of yearbooks suggests that living arrangement didn’t start until
the 1966-67 school year. If the Brigade and First Battalion Commanders didn’t live in the Guard house prior to the
1966 school year, where did they live? Were those rooms the traditional rooms for the Brigade and First Battalion
Commanders? If the Brigade and First Battalion Commanders did not live together, who were their roommates? Was
this arrangement by choice or by tradition.

2. From the 1964-1965 school year, the mess hall used a cafeteria style service, as opposed to the older waiter
style service that was used from the opening of the school in 1884. A review of the yearbooks suggests that the waiter
style service ended in the summer of 1964. Can anyone verify the date of the changeover from waiter service to
cafeteria style service?

—18 —

Incoming nULL Class

 So far, we have 70 high school seniors committed to attend Mary Baldwin College and the VWIL Corps for the
incoming Class of 2017. This is the largest number of committed inbound cadets in the history of the Corps and is a huge
step toward the goal to bring the Corps strength to 200 cadets.

Corps Academic Stars

For the fall semester (2012), 18 VWIL cadets received Silver Academic Stars, and 27 cadets received Gold
Academic Stars.

The criterion to receive a Gold Academic Star is a GPA from 3.0 to 3.49, and the criterion to receive a Silver
Academic Star is a GPA from 3.50 to 4.0.

Class of 2013: Gold Stars- 2, Silver Stars-3
Class of 2014: Gold Stars-5, Silver Stars-3
Class of 2015: Gold Stars-1, Silver Stars-6
Class of 2016: Gold Stars-19, Silver Stars-6

VWIL        NEWS

For many years, Dr. Brenda Bryant and Brigadier General Mike Bissell have been striving to raise the VWIL Corps
cadet strength to 200. Due to many obstacles, this number has never been reached. After the passing of Dr. Bryant in the
fall of 2012, Dr. Pamela Fox contacted General Bissell and began a new conversation on how to reach some of the goals
Dr. Bryant had for the VWIL Corps. The conversation led to an agreement to work toward the goal of raising the corps
strength to 200 cadets. The college is providing monetary assistance to enhance recruitment and has provided additional
staffing in the VWIL office. General Bissell has met with his Commandant’s Advisory Council(CAC) of VWIL alumnae,
and an Advisory Board has been compiled to discuss possible methods to reach this goal. There are many conversations
taking place to help VWIL gain more funding for the program and cadet life. Due to economic conditions, one of the
main issues facing VWIL has been the decreased funding from the state. VWIL does not currently have status as one of
the Senior Military Colleges, but if VWIL decides to attempt to gain access to this group, the Corps will fall under Title
10 legislation and could gain more federal funding. No decision has been made as to whether VWIL will try to become
a Senior Military College, but the discussion is taking place, and research is being done to obtain all the needed information.
No action will be taken until the alumnae, current cadets, and MBC staff all review the information and make a decision.

Another area of focus is future planning and endeavors for VWIL. The CAC and the Advisory Board are working to
ensure VWIL has a long continued future. The Advisory Board will meet on 22-23 March 2013 during the Alumnae/
Reunion Weekend. The board is chaired by Mr. Paul Galanti, current Commissioner of the Department of Veterans
Services for Virginia.  Mr Galanti was a prisoner of war from 1966-1973. Additional Board members include;

         Dr. Anita Blair
         Dr. Jill Stein
         Lt Gen  Fran Wilson, EdD
         Major General Marcia Anderson
         Brigadier General Rhonda Cornum

VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..Continued on page 19

VWIL 200, Status Report (February 2013)
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VWIL Leader and Kablegram Merge
This issue of the Kablegram is the first of the newly merged VWIL Leader (written by the deceased Dr.

Brenda Bryant) and the SMA Kablegram. The last VWIL Leader was written by Holly Moskowitz, Class of
2003, as a remembrance for Dr. Bryant. It is posted on the VWIL page of MBC or can be seen at this link:
http://www.mbc.edu/docs/publications/vwilleader.pdf. VWIL alumnae and current cadets will give inputs
and news updates in our attempt to build a stronger VWIL alumnae newsletter while providing all SMA
alumni the most up-to-date information on the VWIL Corps. Any inputs can be sent to Amanda Bennett
Lancaster, Class of 2003.  Email: Amandamichellelancaster@gmail.com.

Cadet Awards

For the fall semester, the winner of the Commandant’s Award for a small unit is the Staff Platoon (led by Cadet
First Captain Cerow) and for a large unit is the 4th Platoon (led by Cadet Captain Harrison).

ROTC Scholarships.
This year, there are ten new cadets receiving ROTC scholarships. This is a huge honor for the cadets and for The

VWIL Corps.  Army three year scholarships were awarded to Nhi Nguyen, Jordynn Heatherington, Jazmyne Williamson,
and Jasmine Brooks.  Navy three year scholarships were awarded to Christna Leyton, Kacie Dodd, Amanda Evans,
Pauline Langston, and Amanda Fadden.  A Navy four year scholarship has been awarded to Mariah Efurd.

Editor’s note: Congratulations!

2013 VWIL Alumnae Reunion Weekend

As part of the 2013 VWIL Alumnae Reunion Weekend (March 22-23), Dr. Brenda Bryant will be added to the
Memorial Wall in front of the SMA/VWIL Museum. The Memorial Ceremony will take place on Friday, 22 March at
3:30 PM at the Museum.

In addition to the Memorial Ceremony for Dr. Bryant, there will also be a Memorial Walk/Run in her honor starting
at 2 PM on Saturday, 23 March. Details of the run are still being worked. There will be no registration fee, but donations
can be made to Dr. Bryant’s Memorial Fund.

Invitations for the Alumnae Reunion Weekend are at the printer and will be sent soon.  If you need to update your
mailing address please contact the VWIL Office.

memorial wall
FOUR SELECTED FOR MEMORIAL WALL

The Memorial Wall Committee has announced that this year there will be four plaques placed on the
SMA/VWIL Memorial Wall.  The additions, approved by the full SMAAA board,  include Dr. Brenda Bryant
(former Director of VWIL), CDR William K. Dove (longtime SMA Commandant of Cadets), Craig Hanson
(SMA ’74), and SFC Francis Demory (served two tours at SMA as TAC Officer and Military Science Instructor).
The ceremony will take place at 4:30 pm at the Memorial Wall (outside of the SMA/VWIL Museum).

Holding a doctorate from the University of Southern California, Dr. Brenda L. Bryant came to Mary
Baldwin College in 1995 as director of the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership.  She later became Dean of
Students, while still teaching leadership studies at Mary Baldwin.  She believed that combining the teaching and
practice of leadership made her work with students relevant and well-grounded in theory and research.

 CDR William K. Dove was a native of Staunton and obtained his education in Staunton Public Schools
and the University of Virginia, where he earned B.S. and M.A. degrees.  Following graduation, he joined the U.S.
Navy as an ensign eventually rising to the rank of Commander in the Naval Reserve.  In 1946, he joined the staff
at SMA and remained there until 1963, serving the last seven years as Commandant of Cadets.

Craig Hanson, SMA ’74, served our nation for 36 years as a member of the Central Intelligence Agency.
Joining the CIA as a computer operator at age 19, he attended classes at the University of Maryland in his spare
time, eventually earning a B.S. in Business Administration in 1989. Craig worked in four different directorates
and spent the last seven years of his career in Headquarters at Langley, VA.  In his last duty to SMA, he served
as the Secretary to the Board of Directors of the SMA/VWIL Alumni Association.

Sergeant First Class Francis Demory was a native West Virginian.  He joined the U.S. Army in 1953
and served two wars with a tour in Korea and two tours in Viet Nam.  As a decorated veteran, he served two
tours at SMA as TAC Officer and Military Science Instructor.  After retiring from the Army in 1973, SFC Demory
worked 20 years at Western State Hospital in the Material Management and Records Department.  Over the
years, Sergeant Demory always supported SMA and, along with his wife, Anna, was a frequent and popular
attendee  at alumni functions.
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SMA/VWIL ALUMNI REUNION RAFFLE

On December 11, the SMA Alumni Association announced a fun, new event for the annual spring reunions, the SMA/
VWIL Alumni Reunion Raffle.  This raffle has been discussed and researched since the face-to-face alumni association meeting
at the SMA museum in late September.

The purpose of the SMA/VWIL Alumni Reunion Raffle is to raise money for the SMA Foundation.  The goal of this
inaugural raffle will be to raise $30,000, half of which will be rewarded as prizes.

How does it work?

The SMA Alumni Association is offering tickets for sale to SMA/VWIL alumni, friends, or any other interested parties, as
long as they are at least 21 years old.  Purchasers will send a check or money order (made out to the SMA Foundation) to the
SMA Alumni Association, P.O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, VA 24402.  Include a return mailing address which will
be written onto the ticket stub.  The cost of each ticket is $100.00, and only 300 tickets will be sold in the inaugural event.

When your check arrives at the SMA office, a ticket will be mailed to your return address, and the ticket stub (with your
return address) will be added to a barrel.  Ten winning ticket stubs will be drawn from the barrel at the reunion banquet on
Saturday, March 23, 2013.  You do NOT need to be present to win.  If you have a winning ticket, but are not present, a check
will be mailed to the return address shown on the stub.

What are the prizes?

The Grand Prize …. $10,000.00
Three 2nd Prizes …. $1,000.00
Two 3rd Prizes …. $500.00
Four 4th Prizes …. $250.00
Total Prize Amount: $15,000.00

If you have any questions about the raffle, please call Al Rossy, SMA ’74 at (973) 398-3008.  (Al is Secretary of the SMA
Alumni Association Board of Directors.)

Editor’s note: Only one month remaining, and there are a little over 200 tickets left; so send your check in now.  This
is an excellent way to benefit the SMA Foundation and have a little fun at the same time.

reunion 2013 letters/e-mails to the editor
On Jan 15, 2013, at 8:46 PM, John Rosenberg, SMA ’61 wrote:

Dear Old (and older) Boys,

Today I met with Dan Layman, Mary Baldwin’s Associate Vice President for Institutional Advancement (and spouse of President
Pamela Fox), in the President’s (formerly SMA Superintendent’s) house about our giving a bench to Mary Baldwin, to be placed in a
prominent place on the old SMA grounds, in honor of Dick Staunch. He and President Fox could not have been more encouraging and
helpful.

The cost should be in the neighborhood of $2500. That should cover a very attractive, all metal bench (the wood ones rot), a plaque
to be placed on it, or perhaps in a tile or some such on the ground in front, installing, etc. We have tentatively agreed on a terrific spot, near
the flag pole on the high ground near the President’s house, a very appealing location with a great view that is very inviting. Mary
Baldwin will do the whole thing, from purchase to install, and Dan will get back to me shortly with the exact amount.

We agreed that I will collect checks from you, made out to Mary Baldwin College with “Staunch Memorial Bench” in the memo
field. Please mail them to me at my home address, which appears below. Be sure to include your address when you send me your check,
and Mary Baldwin will mail you a receipt, probably allowing you to take a tax deduction as a charitable gift. If we move quickly enough
we can get the bench bought, the plaque made, and everything installed in time to have some sort of a dedication event at the next
reunion. I will be in touch with Linda Staunch about what we’re doing.

There are twenty names on this email. If everyone sends $125, that would total $2500. (Thank goodness for calculators; despite the
best efforts of Cols. Pitcher and Moody I could never do arithmetic, much less math.) Since some of you may not be able to contribute
$125, maybe a few of us could give a bit more. If we should get more than we need, the easiest thing to do — and hence what I
recommend — is giving the surplus to the VWIL cadet corps.

Please let me know if there are names not on this list who should be, and I would appreciate your putting “Staunch Memorial Bench”
in the subject line of emails to me. I expect to be in touch with a few of you — sort of an ex officio executive committee — to decide
what should go on the plaque and for help with other details.

Finally, one or two of you — you know who you are — have already sent me checks, made out to me. I haven’t cashed them, and
will now tear them up. Please send again, made out to Mary Baldwin College.

Best,

John Rosenberg
2050 Avalon Way
Crozet, Va. 22932
jsr@jsr.net
(434) 825-7395

Editor’s note: John (SMA ’61) was Dick Staunch’s roommate at SMA. John is accepting contributions from any SMA alumni,
not just the 20 on his original email.  Feel free to contact him about Dick’s memorial bench.

Here is an interesting chain of emails…

Date: Fri, Jan 18, 2013 9:02 pm
From: Caroline Barringer
Subject: Seeking info about a former student - Davis Holloway Barringer - my deceased father

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Caroline Barringer, and my father, Davis Holloway Barringer, attended the academy in the early to late 1960’s (I think).
My father has been dead now for 26 years (he died very young from cancer), but with the passing of my mother (his ex-wife) this past
August (ironically from the same cancer but at age 63), I am seeking to learn a little bit more about my deceased parents and the lives
they led.

Would you be able to look up what year my father attended the academy? I am not even sure if those records exist or if you have
access to them. I realize that the academy is now a museum. I would sure love to visit one day. I am asking you for help because all of
the relatives and people who would know when my dad attended the academy are now deceased too. My father was born in 1942, so
we think he would have attended the academy during the normal college years (from age 18 to 24?). How can we find out some
information? Your help would be greatly appreciated.
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Attached above is my father’s academy picture. He would be 71 years old TODAY (Jan. 18th). I am sure there are some alumni

or students (who may not have graduated from the academy, but attended at one time like my dad) who are alive and well who might
have even known him. Again, I am just trying to connect with the past a bit now that both of my parents have passed away. I guess it’s
a form of healing if that makes sense.

Thanks for any information you can send my way.

Caroline Barringer

Date: Saturday, January 19, 2013 8:40 AM
From: SMA Alumni Assn.
To: Caroline Barringer
Subject: Re: Seeking information about a former student - Davis Holloway Barringer

I will be glad to research our records and send you any information we may have in hopes it will help you to recover some of
your father’s past. I will get back with you soon.

Take care.
Arlene Nicely, Alumni Secretary

Date: Sat, Jan 19, 2013 11:09 am
From: Caroline Barringer
To: SMA Alumni Assn
Subject: Seeking information about a former student - Davis Holloway Barringer

Wow! I didn’t expect an answer back so quickly. Thank you, Arlene! Whatever you can find out would be wonderful. I spent
most of yesterday crying. The death of my mom this past August is just setting in I think, and then my dad’s b’day and anniversary of
his death is here too. It just feels so weird to have lost both parents at age 41.

Thank you for your kind and prompt response. I look forward to hearing from you should you have some information.

With Gratitude,
Caroline Barringer

Date: Saturday, January 19, 2013 11:37 AM
From: SMA Alumni Assn.
To: Caroline Barringer
Subject: father

I found your father’s transcript...he came to SMA in Sept. of 1959 at the age of 17 and graduated
Sept. 1961. The academy was not a college...it was a high school. I also found some information from
the yearbooks which I will be glad to send to you along with his transcript if you will send me the address
at which you would like to receive them.

Arlene Nicely, Alumni Secretary Cadet Barringer in 1961

LETTERSLETTERSLETTERSLETTERSLETTERS..Continued from page 9

Continued on page 11
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reunion 2013
CLASS OF 1973 MARKING 40TH REUNION THIS YEAR

Mark Orr, SMA ‘73

Charley Angemeer, Peter Birckhead, Mark Orr, and Tim Scheel have mailed the following letter to each 1973 classmate
for which they have been able to find an address, providing information about the reunion.  Members of the Class of 1973 are
asked to contact these class reps to let them know whether your plan to attend and to confirm your contact information and
email address.

Dear Fellow SMA Class of ’73 Alumni,

Your presence is requested in Staunton, Virginia during the SMA Annual Reunion weekend of 22-24 March 2013 to help
celebrate our 40th anniversary since graduating and departing The Hill.  Please block your calendar today with these dates. We
are less than six months away, so you are encouraged to begin making arrangements and plans to join your classmates, former
roommates, friends and even former teachers to mark this special occasion. Make your room reservations at our reunion
headquarters, the totally renovated Stonewall Jackson Hotel (http://www.stonewalljacksonhotel.com/) or at one of the other
nearby hotels or B&B’s.  The rooms at the SJH fill-up fast, so do not delay making these reservations (1-540-885-4848) and
request the SMA Reunion group rate.

Go to the “Reunion” tab on the SMA web site at http://www.sma-alumni.org/reunion.htm to see the schedule of events and
a downloadable registration form. Complete, scan and send the registration form by e-mail to: smaoffice@sma-alumni.org -or-
by fax to: 1-(866) 950-4452! If you’d rather, you can also send the form with your check to the SMAAA Office at: P.O. Box
958, Staunton, VA 24402.

We are enclosing the following materials: Reunion Registration form and Reunion Schedule of Events. We have our class
mailing list if you need help contacting someone.

Please indicate your interest (via return email to the person that sent you this letter) in attending a “Class of 1973 Breakfast”
on Sunday morning, March 24th.  This will be a great opportunity to have more time to catch up with just your classmates and
perhaps hear a few great stories from our era at SMA.  Cost will be provided once we know the level of interest. There will be
a special memento provided for those that attend!!

Contact one of the Class of ’73 coordinators listed below to let us know that you are planning to attend or for
assistance with any questions or issues.

Join us for our 40th and don’t risk the chance by waiting for the 50th.  See you in March!!!

Charley Angemeer Peter Birckhead Mark Orr Tim Scheel
412-687-1556 713-819-1980 757-631-6883 330-725-4505

cangemeer@yahoo.com peterbirckhead@comcast.net markorr1@verizon.net scheel@zoominternet.net

Of the seventy-three graduating seniors, two have unfortunately passed away too soon and are listed on the Taps page on
the web site.  By the time of this newsletter, there should only be a couple classmates that fall in the “lost” category – meaning
an address could not be obtained. Once a “lost” list has been finalized, classmates will be requested to help find them.

letters/e-mails to the editor

Date: Sat, Jan 19, 2013 12:09 pm
From: Caroline Barringer
To: SMA Alumni Assn
Subject: father

Dear Arlene,

This is just more than I ever dreamed of. Thank you SO MUCH! I didn’t know that he graduated HIGH SCHOOL from the
academy. He was so young! I had no idea. I was always told that those were his college years. Gosh, what other misinformation do I
have? I hope not too much.

I would LOVE the transcript and the information from the yearbooks. I tried looking at so many yearbooks that you all have posted
online that I became cross-eyed. I was not looking at the correct years. Now I will go back on the site and look at 59, 60, and 61 to see
if he is in those volumes.

Please DEFINITELY give my e-mail address (caroline@immunitrition.com) to the editor of the Kablegram. It would be so nice to
see if my dad had a good friend or two who are still living who may remember him and something fun or crazy they did together in their
youth. They are welcome to contact me any time. I know that my father’s first wife (mother to my older half sister and brother) went
to Mary Baldwin (I think that’s the name of the all-girls school) and they met at a dance between the two schools while my dad was at
the academy.

May I make a donation to the association for the kindness and generosity you have shown to me? I don’t have much, but it would
be an honor to help you as you have helped me. Also, what are you doing working on a Saturday? I think it’s my fault with all my
questions and e-mails! I hope you get time to relax this weekend.

Thanks for making my day so much brighter. I can’t wait to see what you are sending!

May God Bless You, Arlene!

Caroline

Editor’s note: This is a fine example of what a good alumni association can do.  Well done.

LETTERSLETTERSLETTERSLETTERSLETTERS..Continued from page 9

reunion 2013
Making plans for the 2013 reunion?

There is plenty to do in Staunton.
Why not add a day or two to your trip?
The historic Stonewall Jackson Hotel is
reunion headquarters.

Right next door is the Blackfriars Theater
for excellent live theater productions daily.

A stroll along Beverly St. should
 jog  some old memories.
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Friday, March 22, 2013 (on former SMA campus)

9:30 - 11:30 am: SMAAA Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall)

10:00 am – 4:00 pm: SMA/VWIL Museum Open

11:00 am - 3:30 pm: Registration (Mess Hall)

3:30 pm: Honor Ceremony with Howie Rifles Performance (Kable Hall Courtyard)

4:30 pm: Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside of the SMA/VWIL Museum)

6:00 - 8:00 pm: Reception and Dinner (SMA Mess Hall)

8:00 - 11:00 pm: VWIL Military Ball (SJH) (Open to all SMA alumni who wish to attend)

$15.00 per person attending (checks to be made to VWIL)

                                       Dress: Formal, Military or Business

Saturday, March 23, 2013 (on former SMA campus & Stonewall Jackson Hotel)

11:30 - 4:00 pm: SMA/VWIL Museum Open

9:15 - 9:45 am: Registration for those who have not yet registered (SMA Mess Hall)

10:00 - 11:30 am: Annual SMA/VWIL Alumni Membership Meeting (VWIL Club Room)

10:00 - 11:30 am: SMA/VWIL Alumni Spouses/Guests/Families & VWIL Cadets

An informal breakfast reception with VWIL Cadets presenting a Corps

                                    Briefing.    (SMA Mess Hall)

12:00 pm: SMA/VWIL Parade (in honor of Dr. Bryant)

SMA Alumni will form up on the asphalt at 11:45 a.m. to follow the VWIL Corps of Cadets
onto Kable Field.

1:00 – 2:00 pm: VWIL/SMA Lunch (Parade Field)

2:00 - 4:00 pm: Dr. Bryant Memorial Walk-Run (register at site if you wish to participate,

 or visit the museum, connect with former classmates, shop/tour the city.)

5:00 - 6:00 pm: Registration for those who have not yet registered (Lobby of SJH)

6:00 - 7:00 pm: Banquet Reception (cash bar) (Lobby of SJH)

7:00 - 10:00 pm: Alumni Banquet (SJH Banquet Room)

10:00 pm: Nostalgia Time

Sunday, March 24, 2013

8:30 am-12:00 pm: SMA/VWIL Museum Open
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SCHEDULE of EVENTS

reunion 2013

As for the school, a lot is still there and will
surely  evoke an amazing amount of
memories.

The Supply Room (now the SMA Museum)

Memorial & Kable Halls

The Mess Hall

And the Parade Grounds
which are still used for that
purpose by the VWIL Corps
of cadets of Mary Baldwin
College.

VWIL carries the SMA flag in their parades.

Members of the VWIL “Howie Rifle Drill Team”
take part in the annual dedication to the fallen.

Please join 100 plus Old Boys March 22nd thru 24th,
2013 and bask in true nostalgia!
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reunion 2013
CLASS OF 1973 MARKING 40TH REUNION THIS YEAR

Mark Orr, SMA ‘73

Charley Angemeer, Peter Birckhead, Mark Orr, and Tim Scheel have mailed the following letter to each 1973 classmate
for which they have been able to find an address, providing information about the reunion.  Members of the Class of 1973 are
asked to contact these class reps to let them know whether your plan to attend and to confirm your contact information and
email address.

Dear Fellow SMA Class of ’73 Alumni,

Your presence is requested in Staunton, Virginia during the SMA Annual Reunion weekend of 22-24 March 2013 to help
celebrate our 40th anniversary since graduating and departing The Hill.  Please block your calendar today with these dates. We
are less than six months away, so you are encouraged to begin making arrangements and plans to join your classmates, former
roommates, friends and even former teachers to mark this special occasion. Make your room reservations at our reunion
headquarters, the totally renovated Stonewall Jackson Hotel (http://www.stonewalljacksonhotel.com/) or at one of the other
nearby hotels or B&B’s.  The rooms at the SJH fill-up fast, so do not delay making these reservations (1-540-885-4848) and
request the SMA Reunion group rate.

Go to the “Reunion” tab on the SMA web site at http://www.sma-alumni.org/reunion.htm to see the schedule of events and
a downloadable registration form. Complete, scan and send the registration form by e-mail to: smaoffice@sma-alumni.org -or-
by fax to: 1-(866) 950-4452! If you’d rather, you can also send the form with your check to the SMAAA Office at: P.O. Box
958, Staunton, VA 24402.

We are enclosing the following materials: Reunion Registration form and Reunion Schedule of Events. We have our class
mailing list if you need help contacting someone.

Please indicate your interest (via return email to the person that sent you this letter) in attending a “Class of 1973 Breakfast”
on Sunday morning, March 24th.  This will be a great opportunity to have more time to catch up with just your classmates and
perhaps hear a few great stories from our era at SMA.  Cost will be provided once we know the level of interest. There will be
a special memento provided for those that attend!!

Contact one of the Class of ’73 coordinators listed below to let us know that you are planning to attend or for
assistance with any questions or issues.

Join us for our 40th and don’t risk the chance by waiting for the 50th.  See you in March!!!

Charley Angemeer Peter Birckhead Mark Orr Tim Scheel
412-687-1556 713-819-1980 757-631-6883 330-725-4505

cangemeer@yahoo.com peterbirckhead@comcast.net markorr1@verizon.net scheel@zoominternet.net

Of the seventy-three graduating seniors, two have unfortunately passed away too soon and are listed on the Taps page on
the web site.  By the time of this newsletter, there should only be a couple classmates that fall in the “lost” category – meaning
an address could not be obtained. Once a “lost” list has been finalized, classmates will be requested to help find them.

letters/e-mails to the editor

Date: Sat, Jan 19, 2013 12:09 pm
From: Caroline Barringer
To: SMA Alumni Assn
Subject: father

Dear Arlene,

This is just more than I ever dreamed of. Thank you SO MUCH! I didn’t know that he graduated HIGH SCHOOL from the
academy. He was so young! I had no idea. I was always told that those were his college years. Gosh, what other misinformation do I
have? I hope not too much.

I would LOVE the transcript and the information from the yearbooks. I tried looking at so many yearbooks that you all have posted
online that I became cross-eyed. I was not looking at the correct years. Now I will go back on the site and look at 59, 60, and 61 to see
if he is in those volumes.

Please DEFINITELY give my e-mail address (caroline@immunitrition.com) to the editor of the Kablegram. It would be so nice to
see if my dad had a good friend or two who are still living who may remember him and something fun or crazy they did together in their
youth. They are welcome to contact me any time. I know that my father’s first wife (mother to my older half sister and brother) went
to Mary Baldwin (I think that’s the name of the all-girls school) and they met at a dance between the two schools while my dad was at
the academy.

May I make a donation to the association for the kindness and generosity you have shown to me? I don’t have much, but it would
be an honor to help you as you have helped me. Also, what are you doing working on a Saturday? I think it’s my fault with all my
questions and e-mails! I hope you get time to relax this weekend.

Thanks for making my day so much brighter. I can’t wait to see what you are sending!

May God Bless You, Arlene!

Caroline

Editor’s note: This is a fine example of what a good alumni association can do.  Well done.

LETTERSLETTERSLETTERSLETTERSLETTERS..Continued from page 9

reunion 2013
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 jog  some old memories.
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letters/e-mails to the editor
Attached above is my father’s academy picture. He would be 71 years old TODAY (Jan. 18th). I am sure there are some alumni

or students (who may not have graduated from the academy, but attended at one time like my dad) who are alive and well who might
have even known him. Again, I am just trying to connect with the past a bit now that both of my parents have passed away. I guess it’s
a form of healing if that makes sense.

Thanks for any information you can send my way.

Caroline Barringer

Date: Saturday, January 19, 2013 8:40 AM
From: SMA Alumni Assn.
To: Caroline Barringer
Subject: Re: Seeking information about a former student - Davis Holloway Barringer

I will be glad to research our records and send you any information we may have in hopes it will help you to recover some of
your father’s past. I will get back with you soon.

Take care.
Arlene Nicely, Alumni Secretary

Date: Sat, Jan 19, 2013 11:09 am
From: Caroline Barringer
To: SMA Alumni Assn
Subject: Seeking information about a former student - Davis Holloway Barringer

Wow! I didn’t expect an answer back so quickly. Thank you, Arlene! Whatever you can find out would be wonderful. I spent
most of yesterday crying. The death of my mom this past August is just setting in I think, and then my dad’s b’day and anniversary of
his death is here too. It just feels so weird to have lost both parents at age 41.

Thank you for your kind and prompt response. I look forward to hearing from you should you have some information.

With Gratitude,
Caroline Barringer

Date: Saturday, January 19, 2013 11:37 AM
From: SMA Alumni Assn.
To: Caroline Barringer
Subject: father

I found your father’s transcript...he came to SMA in Sept. of 1959 at the age of 17 and graduated
Sept. 1961. The academy was not a college...it was a high school. I also found some information from
the yearbooks which I will be glad to send to you along with his transcript if you will send me the address
at which you would like to receive them.

Arlene Nicely, Alumni Secretary Cadet Barringer in 1961

LETTERSLETTERSLETTERSLETTERSLETTERS..Continued from page 9

Continued on page 11
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SMA/VWIL ALUMNI REUNION RAFFLE

On December 11, the SMA Alumni Association announced a fun, new event for the annual spring reunions, the SMA/
VWIL Alumni Reunion Raffle.  This raffle has been discussed and researched since the face-to-face alumni association meeting
at the SMA museum in late September.

The purpose of the SMA/VWIL Alumni Reunion Raffle is to raise money for the SMA Foundation.  The goal of this
inaugural raffle will be to raise $30,000, half of which will be rewarded as prizes.

How does it work?

The SMA Alumni Association is offering tickets for sale to SMA/VWIL alumni, friends, or any other interested parties, as
long as they are at least 21 years old.  Purchasers will send a check or money order (made out to the SMA Foundation) to the
SMA Alumni Association, P.O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, VA 24402.  Include a return mailing address which will
be written onto the ticket stub.  The cost of each ticket is $100.00, and only 300 tickets will be sold in the inaugural event.

When your check arrives at the SMA office, a ticket will be mailed to your return address, and the ticket stub (with your
return address) will be added to a barrel.  Ten winning ticket stubs will be drawn from the barrel at the reunion banquet on
Saturday, March 23, 2013.  You do NOT need to be present to win.  If you have a winning ticket, but are not present, a check
will be mailed to the return address shown on the stub.

What are the prizes?

The Grand Prize …. $10,000.00
Three 2nd Prizes …. $1,000.00
Two 3rd Prizes …. $500.00
Four 4th Prizes …. $250.00
Total Prize Amount: $15,000.00

If you have any questions about the raffle, please call Al Rossy, SMA ’74 at (973) 398-3008.  (Al is Secretary of the SMA
Alumni Association Board of Directors.)

Editor’s note: Only one month remaining, and there are a little over 200 tickets left; so send your check in now.  This
is an excellent way to benefit the SMA Foundation and have a little fun at the same time.

reunion 2013 letters/e-mails to the editor
On Jan 15, 2013, at 8:46 PM, John Rosenberg, SMA ’61 wrote:

Dear Old (and older) Boys,

Today I met with Dan Layman, Mary Baldwin’s Associate Vice President for Institutional Advancement (and spouse of President
Pamela Fox), in the President’s (formerly SMA Superintendent’s) house about our giving a bench to Mary Baldwin, to be placed in a
prominent place on the old SMA grounds, in honor of Dick Staunch. He and President Fox could not have been more encouraging and
helpful.

The cost should be in the neighborhood of $2500. That should cover a very attractive, all metal bench (the wood ones rot), a plaque
to be placed on it, or perhaps in a tile or some such on the ground in front, installing, etc. We have tentatively agreed on a terrific spot, near
the flag pole on the high ground near the President’s house, a very appealing location with a great view that is very inviting. Mary
Baldwin will do the whole thing, from purchase to install, and Dan will get back to me shortly with the exact amount.

We agreed that I will collect checks from you, made out to Mary Baldwin College with “Staunch Memorial Bench” in the memo
field. Please mail them to me at my home address, which appears below. Be sure to include your address when you send me your check,
and Mary Baldwin will mail you a receipt, probably allowing you to take a tax deduction as a charitable gift. If we move quickly enough
we can get the bench bought, the plaque made, and everything installed in time to have some sort of a dedication event at the next
reunion. I will be in touch with Linda Staunch about what we’re doing.

There are twenty names on this email. If everyone sends $125, that would total $2500. (Thank goodness for calculators; despite the
best efforts of Cols. Pitcher and Moody I could never do arithmetic, much less math.) Since some of you may not be able to contribute
$125, maybe a few of us could give a bit more. If we should get more than we need, the easiest thing to do — and hence what I
recommend — is giving the surplus to the VWIL cadet corps.

Please let me know if there are names not on this list who should be, and I would appreciate your putting “Staunch Memorial Bench”
in the subject line of emails to me. I expect to be in touch with a few of you — sort of an ex officio executive committee — to decide
what should go on the plaque and for help with other details.

Finally, one or two of you — you know who you are — have already sent me checks, made out to me. I haven’t cashed them, and
will now tear them up. Please send again, made out to Mary Baldwin College.

Best,

John Rosenberg
2050 Avalon Way
Crozet, Va. 22932
jsr@jsr.net
(434) 825-7395

Editor’s note: John (SMA ’61) was Dick Staunch’s roommate at SMA. John is accepting contributions from any SMA alumni,
not just the 20 on his original email.  Feel free to contact him about Dick’s memorial bench.

Here is an interesting chain of emails…

Date: Fri, Jan 18, 2013 9:02 pm
From: Caroline Barringer
Subject: Seeking info about a former student - Davis Holloway Barringer - my deceased father

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Caroline Barringer, and my father, Davis Holloway Barringer, attended the academy in the early to late 1960’s (I think).
My father has been dead now for 26 years (he died very young from cancer), but with the passing of my mother (his ex-wife) this past
August (ironically from the same cancer but at age 63), I am seeking to learn a little bit more about my deceased parents and the lives
they led.

Would you be able to look up what year my father attended the academy? I am not even sure if those records exist or if you have
access to them. I realize that the academy is now a museum. I would sure love to visit one day. I am asking you for help because all of
the relatives and people who would know when my dad attended the academy are now deceased too. My father was born in 1942, so
we think he would have attended the academy during the normal college years (from age 18 to 24?). How can we find out some
information? Your help would be greatly appreciated.
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VWIL        NEWS

VWIL Leader and Kablegram Merge
This issue of the Kablegram is the first of the newly merged VWIL Leader (written by the deceased Dr.

Brenda Bryant) and the SMA Kablegram. The last VWIL Leader was written by Holly Moskowitz, Class of
2003, as a remembrance for Dr. Bryant. It is posted on the VWIL page of MBC or can be seen at this link:
http://www.mbc.edu/docs/publications/vwilleader.pdf. VWIL alumnae and current cadets will give inputs
and news updates in our attempt to build a stronger VWIL alumnae newsletter while providing all SMA
alumni the most up-to-date information on the VWIL Corps. Any inputs can be sent to Amanda Bennett
Lancaster, Class of 2003.  Email: Amandamichellelancaster@gmail.com.

Cadet Awards

For the fall semester, the winner of the Commandant’s Award for a small unit is the Staff Platoon (led by Cadet
First Captain Cerow) and for a large unit is the 4th Platoon (led by Cadet Captain Harrison).

ROTC Scholarships.
This year, there are ten new cadets receiving ROTC scholarships. This is a huge honor for the cadets and for The

VWIL Corps.  Army three year scholarships were awarded to Nhi Nguyen, Jordynn Heatherington, Jazmyne Williamson,
and Jasmine Brooks.  Navy three year scholarships were awarded to Christna Leyton, Kacie Dodd, Amanda Evans,
Pauline Langston, and Amanda Fadden.  A Navy four year scholarship has been awarded to Mariah Efurd.

Editor’s note: Congratulations!

2013 VWIL Alumnae Reunion Weekend

As part of the 2013 VWIL Alumnae Reunion Weekend (March 22-23), Dr. Brenda Bryant will be added to the
Memorial Wall in front of the SMA/VWIL Museum. The Memorial Ceremony will take place on Friday, 22 March at
3:30 PM at the Museum.

In addition to the Memorial Ceremony for Dr. Bryant, there will also be a Memorial Walk/Run in her honor starting
at 2 PM on Saturday, 23 March. Details of the run are still being worked. There will be no registration fee, but donations
can be made to Dr. Bryant’s Memorial Fund.

Invitations for the Alumnae Reunion Weekend are at the printer and will be sent soon.  If you need to update your
mailing address please contact the VWIL Office.

memorial wall
FOUR SELECTED FOR MEMORIAL WALL

The Memorial Wall Committee has announced that this year there will be four plaques placed on the
SMA/VWIL Memorial Wall.  The additions, approved by the full SMAAA board,  include Dr. Brenda Bryant
(former Director of VWIL), CDR William K. Dove (longtime SMA Commandant of Cadets), Craig Hanson
(SMA ’74), and SFC Francis Demory (served two tours at SMA as TAC Officer and Military Science Instructor).
The ceremony will take place at 4:30 pm at the Memorial Wall (outside of the SMA/VWIL Museum).

Holding a doctorate from the University of Southern California, Dr. Brenda L. Bryant came to Mary
Baldwin College in 1995 as director of the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership.  She later became Dean of
Students, while still teaching leadership studies at Mary Baldwin.  She believed that combining the teaching and
practice of leadership made her work with students relevant and well-grounded in theory and research.

 CDR William K. Dove was a native of Staunton and obtained his education in Staunton Public Schools
and the University of Virginia, where he earned B.S. and M.A. degrees.  Following graduation, he joined the U.S.
Navy as an ensign eventually rising to the rank of Commander in the Naval Reserve.  In 1946, he joined the staff
at SMA and remained there until 1963, serving the last seven years as Commandant of Cadets.

Craig Hanson, SMA ’74, served our nation for 36 years as a member of the Central Intelligence Agency.
Joining the CIA as a computer operator at age 19, he attended classes at the University of Maryland in his spare
time, eventually earning a B.S. in Business Administration in 1989. Craig worked in four different directorates
and spent the last seven years of his career in Headquarters at Langley, VA.  In his last duty to SMA, he served
as the Secretary to the Board of Directors of the SMA/VWIL Alumni Association.

Sergeant First Class Francis Demory was a native West Virginian.  He joined the U.S. Army in 1953
and served two wars with a tour in Korea and two tours in Viet Nam.  As a decorated veteran, he served two
tours at SMA as TAC Officer and Military Science Instructor.  After retiring from the Army in 1973, SFC Demory
worked 20 years at Western State Hospital in the Material Management and Records Department.  Over the
years, Sergeant Demory always supported SMA and, along with his wife, Anna, was a frequent and popular
attendee  at alumni functions.
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 Ten new members of the Robert E. Lee/Booker T. Washington Hall of Fame were inducted with a dinner in the Lee

cafeteria followed by the official ceremony in the John Lewis Auditorium.

The ten inductees included Douglas Carter, Claude “Chick” Crawford, SMA ‘57, Lewis Venable, Steve Kluge, Shirley

Jones and Mike Madden. Inducted posthumously were James Johnson, Bucky Vest, SMA ‘52, John “Doc” Hall and Dr. Joe

Williams.

Crawford, who graduated from Lee in 1956, excelled in football, basketball

and baseball. He earned 11 varsity letters and was all-conference in basketball and

baseball. After graduation, he earned varsity letters at Staunton Military Academy

and later played football, basketball and baseball for Randolph-Macon College. He

spent many years coaching high school basketball in the area and was also a basketball

referee.

Vest was a three-sport athlete at Lee, graduating in 1951. He earned four varsity letters

each in football, basketball and baseball. After graduation from Lee, he went on to play at Staunton

Military Academy and earned a football scholarship to Virginia Tech. Former coach and later

Staunton City Schools Superintendent T.C. McSwain stated that Vest was “the best athlete that he

had ever coached.”

Recent photo of Claude “Chick” Crawford

 Cadet Vest in 1951

SMA History Project Requests Help

The SMA History Project is currently working on Chapter 14 - Buildings and Grounds. The project has unanswered
questions in two areas and is requesting anyone with information on these subjects to provide what help they can.
Anyone with information can email it to smahistory@hotmail.com.

 1. From about 1966 until the school closed in Staunton, the Brigade and First Battalion Commanders lived in the
Guard House in the center of South Barracks. A review of yearbooks suggests that living arrangement didn’t start until
the 1966-67 school year. If the Brigade and First Battalion Commanders didn’t live in the Guard house prior to the
1966 school year, where did they live? Were those rooms the traditional rooms for the Brigade and First Battalion
Commanders? If the Brigade and First Battalion Commanders did not live together, who were their roommates? Was
this arrangement by choice or by tradition.

2. From the 1964-1965 school year, the mess hall used a cafeteria style service, as opposed to the older waiter
style service that was used from the opening of the school in 1884. A review of the yearbooks suggests that the waiter
style service ended in the summer of 1964. Can anyone verify the date of the changeover from waiter service to
cafeteria style service?

—18 —

Incoming nULL Class

 So far, we have 70 high school seniors committed to attend Mary Baldwin College and the VWIL Corps for the
incoming Class of 2017. This is the largest number of committed inbound cadets in the history of the Corps and is a huge
step toward the goal to bring the Corps strength to 200 cadets.

Corps Academic Stars

For the fall semester (2012), 18 VWIL cadets received Silver Academic Stars, and 27 cadets received Gold
Academic Stars.

The criterion to receive a Gold Academic Star is a GPA from 3.0 to 3.49, and the criterion to receive a Silver
Academic Star is a GPA from 3.50 to 4.0.

Class of 2013: Gold Stars- 2, Silver Stars-3
Class of 2014: Gold Stars-5, Silver Stars-3
Class of 2015: Gold Stars-1, Silver Stars-6
Class of 2016: Gold Stars-19, Silver Stars-6

VWIL        NEWS

For many years, Dr. Brenda Bryant and Brigadier General Mike Bissell have been striving to raise the VWIL Corps
cadet strength to 200. Due to many obstacles, this number has never been reached. After the passing of Dr. Bryant in the
fall of 2012, Dr. Pamela Fox contacted General Bissell and began a new conversation on how to reach some of the goals
Dr. Bryant had for the VWIL Corps. The conversation led to an agreement to work toward the goal of raising the corps
strength to 200 cadets. The college is providing monetary assistance to enhance recruitment and has provided additional
staffing in the VWIL office. General Bissell has met with his Commandant’s Advisory Council(CAC) of VWIL alumnae,
and an Advisory Board has been compiled to discuss possible methods to reach this goal. There are many conversations
taking place to help VWIL gain more funding for the program and cadet life. Due to economic conditions, one of the
main issues facing VWIL has been the decreased funding from the state. VWIL does not currently have status as one of
the Senior Military Colleges, but if VWIL decides to attempt to gain access to this group, the Corps will fall under Title
10 legislation and could gain more federal funding. No decision has been made as to whether VWIL will try to become
a Senior Military College, but the discussion is taking place, and research is being done to obtain all the needed information.
No action will be taken until the alumnae, current cadets, and MBC staff all review the information and make a decision.

Another area of focus is future planning and endeavors for VWIL. The CAC and the Advisory Board are working to
ensure VWIL has a long continued future. The Advisory Board will meet on 22-23 March 2013 during the Alumnae/
Reunion Weekend. The board is chaired by Mr. Paul Galanti, current Commissioner of the Department of Veterans
Services for Virginia.  Mr Galanti was a prisoner of war from 1966-1973. Additional Board members include;

         Dr. Anita Blair
         Dr. Jill Stein
         Lt Gen  Fran Wilson, EdD
         Major General Marcia Anderson
         Brigadier General Rhonda Cornum

VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..Continued on page 19

VWIL 200, Status Report (February 2013)
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WHO WOULD HAVE GUESSED….
By Arlene Nicely, SMA Alumni Secretary

In July of 2002, I was asked to assume the duties of the Staunton Military Academy Alumni Secretary, left vacant by
the retirement of Doris Thompson (a hard act to follow).  In accepting the position, it was just one of the many times my
life has been intertwined with Staunton Military Academy.

My husband, Brocky Nicely, SMA ‘65, entered SMA in the fall of ’63 from Lexington High School in Lexington,
Virginia, a school we were both attending at that time. You see, Brocky and I had grown up on the same street, played
with the same friends and attended the same schools.  It was in high school when we started dating so, needless to say,
I was devastated to have him leave. All was not lost though, for I happened to have a Great Aunt who lived in Staunton;
so I would stay with her on some weekends. This gave Brocky and me the opportunity to attend several dances held at
SMA (keeping Major Dodge busy making sure we danced with a “proper” distance between us).

Upon graduation from SMA, Brocky was preparing himself for college but, as this was the Vietnam Era, his college
education had to wait, as Uncle Sam had other plans for him.  After basic training, troops were being selected for
Vietnam.  One of his Military Police Company Commanders, Capt. Elliott, asked Brocky where he had learned to salute
“like that”.  Brocky replied, “SMA Sir!”  Upon hearing this, Capt. Elliott asked, “Staunton Military Academy?” To this he
heard a firm “YES SIR!”  Brocky was then instructed, “Pack your bags, you’re coming with me!”  Because of this,
Brocky was eventually sent to Germany, not Vietnam, where he spent his tour of duty until his release in 1968. SMA was
still influencing the way we were to live our lives.

After he returned home, Brocky and I came from Lexington to Flagpole Hill on Staunton Military Academy grounds
where he asked me to marry him...still shaping the path we both would walk.  In 1972, we once again returned to
Staunton to make it our home, living just below the SMA Campus on Prospect Street where we could once again hear
the familiar cadence of drums being played morning and night.

In 2001, Brocky was asked to help establish (and eventually become the Curator of) a museum for the school which had
been so much a part of our lives and I was asked to fill the position of Alumni Secretary the following year.

On my desk, I now have a double frame which holds a picture of Brocky as a young cadet, standing at the gates of SMA.
On the other side, there is a picture of me on my Great Aunt’s porch on one of the many occasions I came to visit.  In another
frame I have a picture of our son, born in 1976, the same year that SMA closed its gates.  Life sometimes comes full circle…

In July of 2013, I will have been in this position for 11 years.  During this time I
have found the best part to be, and has always been, getting to know those who still
follow SMA’s legacy of Truth, Duty, Honor.  Thank you for allowing me to be a part
of the Staunton Military Academy family…and it is indeed a family!!

Arlene

Deadline for the May Kablegram (Reunion Issue).  With the VWIL/SMA Reunion occurring so early in the year (22-
23 March), we plan to publish the Reunion Issue of the Kablegram in May.  The deadline for contributions is April 20th.
Please send pictures!
——————————————————————————————————————————————
History of SMA: The Superintendents, Part 1 of 2.  Our SMA historian, Greg Robertson, has delivered Chapter 12 of
the SMA History, titled “The Superintendents”.  There is so much information that we split the chapter into two parts.  Part
1 (1884 – 1943) is in this issue.  Part 2 (1943 – 1976) will be printed in the September issue.  Thank you, Greg, for the
good work.

         Brigadier General Scott Van Cleef
         Brigadier General Lee Badgett
         Brigadier General Mike Bissell
         Colonel Nancy Currie
         Colonel Brian Kelly
         Captain Lori Mathieu
         Captain Anne Ewalt
         Mr. John Antonelli
         Mr. Wyatt Durrette
         Mr. John Nolde
         Dr. Roderic Owen
         Ms. Carole Green
         Major Erinn Singman
         Captain Amanda Lancaster
         Captain Mei-Ling Fye

 
Mr. Galanti’s Biography:

Paul Galanti grew up in an Army family in many states, Japan, France, Turkey and Germany. He graduated from
Valley Forge Military Academy in 1957 and the U. S. Naval Academy in 1962. He immediately entered Navy jet flight
training at the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida. Following completion of advanced training in November 1963, he
was a flight instructor in Pensacola. In November 1964, he joined Navy Light Jet Attack Squadron 216 (VA-216) based
aboard the carrier, USS Hancock, which departed for Southeast Asia in November 1965.

Galanti flew 97 combat missions in his A-4 Skyhawk before being shot down and captured on June 17, 1966. He
remained a prisoner of war of the North Vietnamese for nearly seven years and was released on February 12,
1973.

Following rehabilitation at Portsmouth Naval Hospital, the Navy sent him to the Navy Recruiting District in Richmond,
Virginia, as its Executive Officer. He received the Master of Commerce degree (MBA) from the University of Richmond
in May 1976 after two years of night school. He then became Commanding Officer of the Richmond Recruiting District.

In July 1979 he moved to Annapolis in the Office of the Commandant at the Naval Academy - responsible for the
military and leadership training of 750 academy midshipmen. Additionally, he was faculty advisor to the Brigade of
Midshipmen Drum & Bugle Corps, the Lucky Bag (Academy yearbook) and the Midshipmen Honor Committee.

After being medically retired from the Navy, he became, in 1983, the first non-pharmacist Executive Director of the
Virginia Pharmaceutical Association in its 100-year history. Joining the Medical Society of Virginia staff in September
1991, Galanti became it’s Executive Vice President on January 1, 1993. In both organizations, he used his computer
expertise to vault them into the forefront nationally for association automation. In 2000, he was the Virginia Campaign
Director for Senator John McCain’s Presidential bid. He is currently active in the American Ex-Prisoners of War service
organization and remains active in Virginia politics. He worked with Senator McCain again in his 2008 campaign.

He was inducted into the Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame in November 2005. A replica of his A-4C from VA-216 is
on display at the Virginia Aviation Museum in Richmond.

He was recently appointed by Governor Bob McDonnell as the Commissioner of Veterans Services for the
Commonwealth of Virginia.

Galanti’s personal decorations include the Silver Star, combat awards of two Legions of Merit and the Bronze Star,
nine combat Air Medals and two Purple Hearts.

Galanti appeared on the covers of Life (October 20, 1967) and Newsweek (February 26, 1973) and in the August
19, 1999, issue of Time. Selling Power highlighted his success story in a six-page motivation section, Never Give Up,
Never Give In, in its May/June 1996 issue. That national sales journal chose him as one of the 12 outstanding motivators

VWIL        NEWS

VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..VWIL..Continued on page 20
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The biography below for Colonel McCabe was taken from the March 7, 1941
issue of the Kablegram.

The Board of Directors of the Staunton Military Academy announced on
Tuesday, February 25, 1941, the election of Colonel E. R. Warner McCabe, United
States Army retired, as Superintendent of the Academy effective March 10th.

Colonel McCabe is the son of the late William Gordon McCabe, one of
Virginia’s most distinguished and successful educators.

Colonel McCabe was educated at McCabe’s University School, and at the
University of Virginia. In 1900 he received his commission in the United States
Army. His service in the army included duty in the Far East, in Mexico with the
Pershing expedition, and in France in the First World War. He was military attaché
at Prague, Czechoslovakia, 1920-1922; chief military attaché and foreign liaison
section, war department, general staff 1932; military attaché, Rome, Italy, 1924-
1926.

He served at Stanford University as professor of military science and tactics.
His last two important assignments were in Chicago, as chief of staff of the 6th

Corps area and in the War Department at Washington, D.C., as one of the five assistant chiefs of staff of the army. He was a
graduate of the service schools of Fort Leavenworth, Fort Riley, Fort Sill, and of the Army War College. He retired from the
Army on July 31, 1940 and made his home in Charlottesville, Va. Colonel McCabe was the holder of a number of decorations
from foreign governments.

Colonel McCabe remained Superintendent of SMA until his recall to active duty effective May 21, 1943.

Editor’s note: Part 2 of The Superintendents will appear in the September issue of the Kablegram.

Colonel E. R. Warner McCabe
1941 - 1943

Dr. Brenda Bryant Memorial Walk-Run.  There will be a new event at this year’s combined reunion, a Walk-Run event in
memory of Dr. Brenda Bryant.  It is scheduled from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 23rd.  There is no charge, but
contributions TO the Bryant Memorial Fund are welcome.  Registration will be on the asphalt before the race.
——————————————————————————————————————————————
SMA/VWIL Alumni Raffle.  Tickets are still available for the raffle.  With the reunion only a month away, now is the time to
buy your tickets.  Send your check or money order (made out to the SMA Foundation) to the SMA Alumni Association, P.O.
Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, VA 24402.  Include a return mailing address which will be written onto the ticket stub.
The cost of each ticket is $100.00, and you do not have to be present at the drawing to win (Saturday night at the banquet).
——————————————————————————————————————————————
Sponsors Needed for VWIL Cadets at the Saturday night Banquet. We would like to seat a VWIL cadet at each table
during the Reunion Banquet on Saturday evening.  You can make this possible by sponsoring a cadet for $50.00.  A cadet at
each table will provide the chance to talk one-on-one with the women who have accomplished such great things through the
VWIL program. The future of VWIL is especially exciting, because many changes are being made with the full backing of Mary
Baldwin College.  General Bissell now has a full staff in his office… truly a first since the program started on campus.  If you can
help by sponsoring a cadet, please send your check made out to SMAAA in the amount of $50.00. Use the new registration
form available in this issue or online.  Mail it to SMAAA, P.O. BOX 958, STAUNTON, VA 24401.  Of course, you may
sponsor as many cadets as you like.

Continued on page 6

2013 VWIL Calendar:
http://www.mbc.edu/vwil/calendar.php

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION

15 Feb 4 p.m. nULL Honor Ceremony Kable Courtyard

16 Feb TBA Stair Ceremony (Rites) Lower Campus

17-18 Feb  VWIL Overnight  

17 Feb 4 p.m. Honor Ceremony Kable Courtyard

1-10 Mar  Spring Break  

15-17 Mar  NYC Trip & St. Patrick’s Day Parade New York City

22 Mar  VWIL Visit Day for Accepted Students  

22 Mar 3:30 p.m. Honor Ceremony Kable Courtyard

22 Mar 4:30  p.m. Memorial Wall Ceremony SMA-VWIL Museum

22 Mar 8 p.m. VWIL Military Ball Stonewall Jackson Hotel

23 Mar 12 p.m. SMA/VWIL Parade in honor of Dr. Bryant PAC Upper Field

23 Mar 2 p.m. Dr. Bryant Memorial Walk/Run  TBD

5-9 Apr TBA Spring FTX VMI

12-13 Apr  MBC Reunion Weekend MBC Campus

13 Apr 4 p.m. MBC Reunion Weekend Parade PAC Upper Field

18 May 10 a.m. Commissioning Ceremony Page Terrace

18 May 2 p.m. Change of Command Parade PAC Upper Field

19 May 10 a.m. Commencement Lower Campus

VWIL        NEWS

in the United States in September 1996. The new 18,000 sq. ft. education center at the Virginia War Memorial will be
named for Paul and Phyllis Galanti.

He has appeared in several documentary films including the Discovery Channel’s Emmy Award-winning “Vietnam
POWs, Stories of Survival” and Public Television’s “Return With Honor.” He is Past President of the Virginia Aviation
Foundation, Past President of the Science Museum of Virginia Foundation, Past President of Nam-POWs, the national
Vietnam POW Fraternity and an elder at First Presbyterian Church in Richmond, Virginia. Additionally, he serves on the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs’ Advisory Committee on Former POWs. He was President of his class at Annapolis.

He is married to the former Phyllis Eason. They have two grown sons.
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Roy W. Wonson graduated June 1902 from the Citadel in Charleston, SC.
While a cadet there he had been a roommate of Thomas Russell. He taught History
in schools in Charleston from 1902 until 1910. During the summer breaks, Wonson
did graduate work at Columbia University in New York. Wonson joined SMA as
an instructor in History in 1910. In 1912, he was named Post Adjutant and Head
of the History Department.

Wonson was appointed both Superintendent of SMA and Headmaster on
April 29, 1935, following the resignation of Robert Hall, Superintendent, and A.E.
Everett, Headmaster. After the appointment of Emory Middour as Superintendent
in June 1935, Wonson remained as Headmaster until June of 1939. He then returned
to his duties as Head of the History Department until his death on October 11,
1942.

The biography below for Colonel Middour was taken from the October 18, 1935 issue of the Kablegram.

At a meeting of the Trustees of Staunton Military Academy in May of 1935,
Colonel Emory J. Middour, who was at that time Assistant Headmaster of
Mercersburg Academy, Mercersburg, Pa., was elected Superintendent of S.M.A.
He took up his work at Staunton on June 15, 1935.

Colonel Middour came to the Academy with rich and successful experience.
Upon the completion of his course at one of the Pennsylvania State Teachers’
Colleges, leading his class scholastically, he was elected principal of a small high
school at the age of eighteen. Colonel Middour served in this work for three
years, attending the Perkiomen Seminary during the two summer terms after
which he was awarded a diploma. He then entered Princeton University and
graduated with the class of 1916. For the next four years he was a teacher of
mathematics and history and senior master of the National Cathedral School
for Boys, Washington, D.C. During the summer he did graduate work at the
University of Pennsylvania. In the fall of 1920 Colonel Middour went to
Mercersburg Academy as head of the history department. In 1922 he was invited
to become assistant to the headmaster of that great school and in 1927, upon

nomination of the headmaster, and by a vote of approval of the board of regents, Colonel Middour was named the
assistant head master, serving in that position to the time of his election to the superintendency of Staunton Military
Academy.

Colonel Middour came to the Staunton Military Academy with versatile and valuable school experience. He had
taught successfully, knew the problem of school administration, and enjoyed the friendship of thousands of boys and
their parents.

Colonel Middour came to Staunton from a nationally known school after thirteen successful years of experience
with two outstanding head masters – one, Dr. William Mann Irvine, a great builder; the other, Dr. Boyd Edwards, a
great inspirational and educational leader.

Colonel Middour resigned the Superintendent’s position on March 10, 1941.

Major Roy W. Wonson
May 1, 1935 - June 15, 1935

Colonel Emory J. Middour
1935 - 1941

Continued from page 3

SMA-VWIL “Walk of Honor” Brick Order Form
Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association

P.O. Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; Email: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to: (866)-950-4452.

Purchase a Brick in your name!  The individually inscribed commemorative bricks are a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni,
former faculty members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes, and SMA friends and supporters.  The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks.  Each 4" x 8" brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with a tax-
deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

ORDER
SMA Foundation, Inc. (payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.)

  “Walk of Honor” Brick                    ($60.00 per brick) $___________
     If multiple bricks are being purchased, please fill out add’l copies of the form to specify the inscription
     information for each brick being ordered.  Number each page (form) being faxed.  The first page should

     include the total amount being ordered and charged (e.g., $60/brick x quantity purchased = Total.

Total Order: $___________

Inscription Information: (please print clearly)

Line 1. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 2. ______________________________________________________________________________

Line 3.______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT
  Check (payable to SMA Alumni Association)

  Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card   Visa

       Card Number: _____________________________________

       Expiration Date: _____________________________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) _____________________________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card) _____________________________________

Billing Address:

(exactly as written on CC billing statement) _____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip:_____________

CONTACT AND SIGNATURE

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of 20 characters per line). Punctuation
marks count as characters.
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Thomas H. Russell began his association with military academies at the Citadel in
Charleston, SC. He entered the Citadel in October 1898. He Graduated as a Cadet Captain
on June 30, 1902. He went from there to the Horner Military Academy in Oxford, SC, as an
instructor in Mathematics.

Russell began his career at SMA in the fall of 1904 once again as a Mathematics instructor.
After the fire of November 1904 destroyed the barracks, Russell stayed on as part of the
reduced staff. He was appointed Headmaster in September of 1905. Over the next 15
years, Russell maintained his position as Headmaster and occasionally took on the title of
Superintendent though W.G. Kable continued as President and ran the school. Russell was
elected president of the Academy in 1920 following the death of W.G. Kable.

Russell oversaw the completion of W.G. Kable’s master plan for the Academy with the
construction of Memorial Hall (now Deming Hall) in 1926 and the construction of Kable
Hall in 1931.

Russell remained President of the Academy until his death in May 1933.

Leroy L. Sutherland graduated with a B.A. from Richmond College (now University
of Richmond) and obtained a M.A. from John Hopkins University. He went on to teach
Science for two years at Fork Union Military Academy. He started his career at SMA
in 1908 teaching Latin. By 1912 he had been appointed Head of the Chemistry
Department. In 1925 he was appointed Head of the Science Department.

In the June of 1933, Colonel Sutherland was elected Superintendent of the Academy.
He remained in that role until June of 1934 when he relinquished that position and
returned to his position of Head of the Science Department and Instructor in Chemistry.

Colonel Sutherland remained teaching at the Academy until his death in 1941.

The biographical outline below is reprinted from the March 16, 1934 issue of the Kablegram.

The appointment of Robert Tremaine Hall as superintendent of Staunton Military
Academy was announced recently by the Board of Trustees effective June 1934.

Mr. Hall, who for the past six years has served as headmaster at Englewood School for
boys, at Englewood, N. J., succeeds Colonel Leroy Sutherland, who has resigned the post
of Superintendent. Colonel Sutherland will remain a member of the faculty.

Mr. Hall, a graduate of both Princeton and Harvard, taught at Howe School, at Howe,
Ind., before accepting the headmastership at Englewood.

Mr. Hall resigned from the Superintendent’s position effective May 1, 1935.

Colonel Leroy L. Sutherland
1933 - 1934

Robert T. Hall
1934 - 1935

Colonel Thomas H. Russell
1920 - 1933

DAGGIT, EDWARD ARTHUR, Ph.D., SMA ‘48

 HARRISONBURG, Va. –
Retired Lt. Col. Edward Arthur
Daggit, Ph.D., of Harrisonburg,
passed away at 3:05 a.m. Friday,
Jan. 11, 2013, in Sunnyside
Presbyterian Retirement
Community. He was 80.

Lt. Col. Daggit was born
June 15, 1932, in New Orleans, La.,
and subsequently lived in the
Washington, D.C., metropolitan
area, attending local schools, mainly

in Alexandria, through the 10th grade.
He graduated high school at Staunton (Va.) Military

Academy and college at the United States Military Academy,
West Point, N.Y., in 1953 with a bachelor’s degree and a
commission in the infantry. Later he received degrees at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, N.Y. (Master’s
in mathematics, 1959) and New York University
(Ph.D. in mathematics, 1968).

During his 22 years of service in the Army, he
had overseas assignments in Sendai and Kokura in
Japan; Seoul, Korea; Heidelberg, Germany; and Dalat,
Vietnam, where he was advisor to the dean of the
Vietnamese Military Academy. Twice he was
assigned to the math department at USMA, where
he gained six years of teaching experience.

After retiring in 1975, he filled in for a professor
on a year’s sabbatical at Clinch Valley College, Wise, Va.;
and subsequently taught 20 years at Grove City College.

During a leave of absence in 1992-93, he and his wife,
Darla visited more than 100 ROTC
units on behalf of the Officer’s
Christian Fellowship. Since January
2008, he resided in a health care
facility in Sunnyside Retirement
Community in Harrisonburg.

He is survived by: his wife,
Darla L. Cullen Daggit; his son,
Andrew A. Daggit, Star Tannery,
Va.; his grandsons, Bryant T. Daggit,
Winchester, Va.; and Jonathan A.
Taylor, Davenport, Iowa; his sister,
Elizabeth M. Haynes, Springfield,
Va.; and a nephew, three nieces and nine grandnephews and
-nieces.

Interment: Arlington (Va.) National Cemetery at a later
date.

PUTNEY, RICHARD A., SMA ‘69

 Richard A. Putney, 61, of 157
Euclid Ave., died Jan. 9, 2013, in
his home.  He was born June 16,
1951, in Jamestown, the son of the
late A. Robert and Lois Woodbury
Putney.

Rick was a graduate of
Staunton Military Academy,
Staunton, Va., and Jamestown
Community College.

In earlier years, he was
employed by the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation and the Chautauqua Lake Association. In
addition he did landscaping and painting on his own.

Rick enjoyed reading, baseball, and loved time outdoors
at his cabin. He loved caring for his grandparents and
parents. His greatest joy in life was spending time
with and taking care of his grandchildren Holden and
Britta, who called him Papa.

Richard is survived by his wife, Christine P.
Pace Putney of Jamestown; one son, Taylor J. (Annika
M.) Putney of Jamestown; two brothers: Robert M.
(LeeLee) Putney of Virginia, and James R. (Janice)
Putney of North Carolina.; a sister, Sally Jo (Roger)
Whetstein of Arizona; and by two grandchildren:
Holden S. Putney and Britta M. Putney.

SHOWKER, DAVID III, SMA ‘59

STAUNTON – David “Dave”
Showker III, 70, passed away
Tuesday, Dec. 25, 2012, at his home.
He was born Dec. 30, 1941, son of
the late David Slyman Showker Jr.
and Frances Yount Showker.
Dave attended Staunton Military
Academy as a post graduate in
1959 and graduated from the College
of William and Mary with a double
major in speech and theatre.  He
loved handball, swimming, and his

grandchildren.  He believed in the grace and love of Jesus
Christ and was a witness to all around him.

He is survived by his three children, Gratia Bobbitt and
her husband, Miles of Raphine, Martia Hevener and her
husband, Barry of Staunton, and David Showker IV of
Staunton; four grandchildren, Bowen and Olivia Bobbitt, and
Luke and Sadie Hevener; his sister, Jane Lee Capehart and
her husband, Johnny of Winchester; his nephew, Scott
Capehart of California; and his companion, Linda Harvey of
Staunton.

Lt. Col. Edward Daggit

Cadet Daggit in 1948 Cadet Putney in 1969

David Showker III
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Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ’56 ........... Member
Jay Nedry, SMA ‘69 ....................... Member

SMA-VWIL MUSEUM
Brocky Nicely, SMA ‘65 ................... Curator
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ’56 ......... Chairman
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 ..... Member
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 . .......... Member
Dominic (Jack) Dalbo, SMA ‘68 ..... Member
Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell ......... Member
J. Harvie Martin III, SMA ‘74 .......... Member

WORLD WAR I MONUMENT
John H. (Jack) Lowe, SMA ‘48 ...... Member

KABLEGRAM
Burdette Holmes, SMA ’62 ................ Editor

WEBSITE
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 ................ Webmaster

SMA ALUMNI OFFICE
Arlene Nicely ...........SMA Alumni Secretary

Chaplain ....... Richard Henderson, SMA ‘63

John C. “Jack” Hildebrand, SMA ‘72
Peter J. Worth, SMA ‘57

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................... $7.00
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield) ....................... $7.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00
_____ Gold: (with full color hat shield patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat shield patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $17.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $17.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(3)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $10.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold ................ $10.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ads (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corps of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ............................ $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________Total:

CADET STOREhistory continued

Pass in Review
Continued on page 3

three years. In September of 1872, the Board of Trustees of the
Charlestown Academy announced that they had secured the services of
Kable for the 1872-73 school term. In May of 1873, Kable was awarded
an Honorary Master of Arts from Columbia College (now George
Washington University).

In 1884, Kable left Charlestown and the Charlestown Academy to
open The Staunton Male Academy in Staunton, Virginia. He opened the
school in September of 1884 with 50 students and himself as Principal
and Instructor. The name of the school was changed to the Staunton Military
Academy in 1888. Kable continued teaching at the Academy until 1906
and remained Principal of the Academy until his death in May of 1912.

William G. Kable was born
September 10, 1872, at
Kabletown, Virginia (Now
West Virginia). He first attended
school at the Charlestown
Academy.  At the age of twelve
he came to Staunton, Virginia,
and began attending the
Staunton Male Academy, the
school founded by his father.
William. G. Kable graduated
from the Academy in 1890.

After graduation he went to
Cincinnati to begin a business
career. He had been there only
one year when he decided to
better equip himself for a

business profession. He left Cincinnati and went to Baltimore, where he
entered the Business College of Bryant & Stratton.

After graduation from this institution, he worked three years in the city
of Baltimore. From Baltimore he came back to Staunton to become a
member of the faculty in the Staunton Military Academy for two years. He
then left Staunton, this time settling in New York City. During his time there
he worked for companies such as The Catalonia Fire Insurance Company,
Mills & Gibb, R. T. Wilson & Company, and at the Waldorf-Astoria in
the capacity of chief stenographer. He returned to Staunton in 1900 to
become Commandant of Cadets at the Staunton Military Academy. Over
the next several years, he also taught several subjects and assumed the
position of Business Manager of the Academy. After the devastating fire
of 1904, W. G. Kable formulated the master expansion plan that resulted
in the construction of South Barracks (1905), The Mess Hall (1913), the
Swimming Pool (1913), the Superintendent’s House (1916), North
Barracks (1919),and  the Central Plant (1919).

Upon the death of William H. Kable in May 1912, W.G. Kable
assumed the position of Principal. In 1913 W. G. Kable assumed the
title of President of the Academy, officially retiring the title of Principal
in honor of his father. W. G. Kable remained President of the Academy
until his death in July of 1920.

Colonel William G. Kable
1912 - 1920



Staunton Male Academy as it looked in September 1884
when it opened

Staunton Male Academy as it looked in September 1884
when it opened
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Staunton Military Academy
Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.
SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.     (payable to: SMA Alumni Association, Inc.)
•  Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: ($60.00 per year, 1 September through 31 August) $___________
      If you are paying for multiple years, please indicate below which years (past/present/future).

SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: SMA Legacy Fund Contribution:      (payable to: SMA Foundation, Inc.) $___________
•  The Legacy Fund is an endowment fund intended to perpetuate our SMA Legacy, as the number of our alumni
decline.

SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.     (payable to: SMA Foundation, Inc.)
•  SMA Foundation Contribution:SMA Foundation Contribution:SMA Foundation Contribution:SMA Foundation Contribution:SMA Foundation Contribution: $___________
      Tax-deductible donations are used to fund the Kablegram, SMA-VWIL Museum, reunions, related expenses.

•  SMA-SMA-SMA-SMA-SMA-VWIL Initiative FVWIL Initiative FVWIL Initiative FVWIL Initiative FVWIL Initiative Fundundundundund $___________
      Tax-deductible donations are given to VWIL for discretionary utilization.

•  SMA Leadership Scholarship FundSMA Leadership Scholarship FundSMA Leadership Scholarship FundSMA Leadership Scholarship FundSMA Leadership Scholarship Fund $___________
      Tax-deductible donations are used to fund the annual SMA Alumni Association Leadership Scholarship.

•  SMA Special Donation:SMA Special Donation:SMA Special Donation:SMA Special Donation:SMA Special Donation: $___________
      Tax-deductible donations are used as specified by the donor, such as the Howie Rifles, VWIL Band, etc.

Total:  $___________
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Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip: _____________

PAYMENT
• Check (please see above for correct “payable to”)

• Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card       Visa

     Card Number: __________________

     Expiration Date: __________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) __________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card)  _________________________

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

—24—

See pages 11-16  for
reunion information and

registration form.

Make your
past

part of your
future!

Make your
past

part of your
future!

SMA History, Chapter 12: The Superintendents
(Part 1 of 2)

After the iconic image of Captain Kable standing straight and tall in his Confederate Uniform, the Superintendent was the face and
soul of the Staunton Military Academy. The Superintendent was the first Academy representative that potential cadets and their
parents met when they came to the Academy for a visit. He was also the last Academy representative that a cadet shook hands with
as the long awaited graduation diploma was received and the cadet became a civilian.

The Superintendent oversaw the day to day operations of the Academy and the staff. The title
of the job of Superintendent changed slightly in the early years, but the duties never did. The
Superintendent worked to ensure that the high goals established for the Academy were met by all
associated with the academy, from cadets to staff.

He was almost a benevolent father figure to the cadets. When cadets saw the Superintendent
around the campus they happily saluted the distinguished gentleman. But no cadet ever wanted to
be called to his office. Like a telegram from days gone by, the call for such a meeting could only be
bad news.

Seventeen men had the honor of holding the position of Superintendent during the Academy’s
93 years of operation. Some were military leaders from outside the Academy, some were professional
educators, some were teachers that spent their entire careers at SMA, and some were simply men
who answered a call of duty to the Academy and its Corps of Cadets. These are the stories of those
men.

William H. Kable first taught at a private school in
Jefferson County, Virginia (now West Virginia) in 1854 when
he was seventeen years old. He matriculated at the
University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Virginia in the fall of
1858; continuing there until June of 1860. At that
time he left the University and traveled to
Southampton County, Virginia to take a position
as the assistant Instructor at the Green Plain
Academy.

After serving in the Confederate Cavalry
during the War Between the States, Kable
returned to his home and began teaching again at
the same school he had taught at when he was
seventeen. He then reentered the University of
Virginia in 1867 and was awarded a Master of
Arts in May 1868. It was then that William Kable
established his first school. William H. Kable and

S.J. Coffman opened a classical and mathematical school in West View, Augusta County,
Virginia in June of 1868.

Kable left teaching in June 1869 due to “Defective Eyesight” and returned to his
home in Kabletown, West Virginia, to take up farming on the family farm for the next

Captain William H. Kable
1884 - 1912
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