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Our next reunion will be a joint SMA & VWIL Reunion with many coordinated events on The Hill.
There are several good reasons for coordinating our reunions. Some important events that are

attended by both sets of alumni can be combined. Coordinating our reunions will allow the maximum
number of VWIL cadets to participate in a combined SMA/VWIL alumni parade on Friday afternoon.
By scheduling our reunions together, both alumni associations can avoid competing with the Mary
Baldwin College reunion, which means more facilities will be available for the VWIL and SMA events.
Lastly, VWIL’s gala affair is on Friday night, and ours is on Saturday night; so there will be little or no
conflict. Over the years, as our SMA alumni numbers go down and VWIL alumni numbers go up,
coordinating the reunions makes sense.

SMA Registration form and a Schedule of Events are available online at the SMA Alumni
Association website (sma-alumni.org/reunion.htm) and in this issue of the Kablegram.  Please note,

there are a limited block of rooms at the SJH and SMA Reunion registration prices due increase after the March 17th deadline.  Save yourself some
money and register early - it really does help Arlene and makes things go more smoothly. We do accept credit cards now!!!

Stonewall Jackson Hotel and Conference Center 
24 South Market Street   Staunton VA  24401

540.245.8206 direct  |  540.885.4848 main  |  540.885.4840  fax   www.stonewalljacksonhotel.com

~ Sponsor a VWIL Cadet ~
We are seeking SMA alumni that would like to sponsor a VWIL cadet at our reunion banquet dinner on Saturday night. This

provides a great opportunity to meet and talk these fine young ladies and future leaders. The cost is $50 per cadet. If you can
sponsor one (or more than one), it would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Arlene at the SMAAA Office:

Phone: 540-885-1309  Toll Free: 1-800-627-5806  Fax: 1-866-950-4452  Email: smaoffice@sma-alumni.org  

Reunion 2012 Register NOW

Stonewall Jackson Hotel
Reunion Headquarters

Virginia Lieutenant Governor to address alumni at SMA banquet
Virginia Lieutenant Governor Bill Bolling has agreed to serve as the keynote

speaker at the SMA Alumni Annual Banquet on Saturday March 31st at the Stonewall
Jackson Hotel.

Reelected to office in 2010 with 57 percent of the vote, Mr. Bolling is serving
his second term as lieutenant governor. He also is an announced candidate for
Governor of Virginia in 2013.

In the Commonwealth, the Lieutenant Governor presides over the Virginia
Senate. Since the chamber is evenly divided between Democrats and Republicans,
Mr. Bolling has been called on at least ten times during the current legislative session
to break a tie on issues ranging from voting to eminent domain to drug screening of
some welfare recipients. For example on Feb. 17th he broke a 20-20 tie to back
tax credits for corporations that contribute to scholarships for low- and middle-
income students to attend private schools.
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_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................... $7.00
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield) ....................... $7.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat sheild patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $17.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $17.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(3)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $10.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold ................ $10.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ADS (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corp of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ......................... $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.
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CADET STOREreflections from the hill
Hello again, Fellow Alums:

I can’t believe it is almost time for
another reunion. I am especially excited
about this one, because it is the first joint
reunion with VWIL alumnae. We have a little
different schedule for the weekend but I
think all of you will enjoy the events that
are planned.

I can’t thank the Board of Directors
enough for all the hard work they have put

in to make all this possible. And I would like to especially thank Arlene and
Brocky Nicely for all they do every day to keep all of us up to speed and
all the help they do to keep the museum alive and well. We would not be
alive without them.

Everyone needs to get there reservations in ASAP because rooms at
the Stonewall Jackson are filling up fast. Also please get your registration
and fees in for weekend events so we have good head counts for all the
meals. Please refer to our web site for all the details for reunion weekend.

We need to make a concerted effort to get some of the Old Boys that
have not been to a reunion before to “get off their butts” and show up this
year. All of us that come year to year know how much fun it is to see all
of our classmates and friends from years past. The Reunion Committee
and I would love to have the challenge of finding enough seats for our
dinners and events for all the cadets returning to the Hill. So please:
Everyone call your old classmates and get them motivated. We are a dying
breed and we need to stay in touch with as many alumni as we can.

That leads me into our Legacy Fund drive. We have had a slow start
to collections but it is stating to gain momentum. As of early January we
were up to $75,000 collected. It is starting to move and we really need to
dig a little for the longevity of our association and also to help The VWIL
program when we can. Our fund in no way will replace the funding VWIL
has received from the Commonwealth of Virginia in the past, but we can
help with some small expenses like parades in New York City, where the
VWIL Color Guard proudly carries the SMA flag. I was in the SMA Color
Guard and can really appreciate the thought of our flag still flying high 35
years after our school closed.  The Legacy Fund will also be one of our
last big fund raising events. After we meet our goal we hope to be a self-
sustaining organization. Please try to help us get to the $500,000 goal.

I wanted to make a note also about some of the hardships the VWIL
program is going through. Just recently there have been articles in the
local newspaper on the possibility of the state phasing out its funding
away from the program. I believe we will have some of those articles on
our web site so please stay posted. If you are a Virginia resident it is
important to keep up with what your state is doing and talk to or email
your elected representatives and tell them how important the VWIL program
is to you.  All the more reason to get to the reunion and find out what we
all can do to help!

I look forward to seeing all of you at the end of March and once again
bring back many memories from our years on the Hill.

See you then…

Bill Bissett, SMA ‘74



— 3 ——22 —

year of champions

Continued     on page 4

’61 – ’62, Year of the Champions
Over the years, the Staunton Military
Academy has produced many fine football
teams, but the defensive stalwarts of the
’61-’62 year deserve special notice.  It
started with a new head coach, Dick
Steinberg, who liked to walk around the
practice field in a “T” shirt, even when the
temperatures were in the 30’s.  It started
in August with grueling conditioning
sessions that would produce a fit team, a
team that would “own” the fourth quarter,
because their opponents would be
“gassed”.  It started with a melting pot of
southern boys from Virginia, Georgia, and
the Carolinas melding with those
“Yankees” from Philadelphia.  It started
with E. C. Glass High School in Lynchburg,
Virginia.

Sept. 22 S.M.A.: 0 E.C. Glass High: 6
S.M.A. began its season with a long bus ride to Lynchburg, Virginia to face the “Hilltoppers” of E. C. Glass High School.

The game announcer must have had a difficult job, because the S.M.A. team also answered to the “Hilltopper” nickname.
According to the Staunton News Leader, “Almost 10,000 fans watched the S.M.A. “Hilltoppers” gain more than twice as
many yards as their victorious opponent, but still lose the ball game.  Untimely penalties against S.M.A. in the first half proved
to be a deciding factor.  They were penalized 55 yards as opposed to five yards against Glass in that half.  One of the penalties,
a 15-yard clipping penalty, cost S.M.A. a touchdown on a 46-yard run by Mike Corbi.”

According to Dan Coughlin, sports writer for the News, “A trio of All-Philadelphia 1960 scholastic selections accounted for most
of the S.M.A. attack.  Bullish fullback, 5-9, 175 pounds Butch Christman lugged the leather in Jimmy Brown fashion throughout the
first half through holes half a block wide, smashed open by the second All-Philadelphian, center Harry Bruckno.  The third member of
the 1960 Quaker City All-Stars lured to Dixie by Staunton, quarterback Mike Corbi, was a master at the fake on the belly series and
regularly caught the Glass defense buckling the middle of the line after Christman as Corbi rolled around the ends.”

Editor’s note: The E.C. Glass team went on to win all of their games in 1961, ending the season with a perfect 10-
0 record. Although Glass was undefeated and untied, the Virginia High School League awarded the State Championship
to another school, Highland Springs of Richmond.  To this day, the Glass players refer to themselves as the “Undefeated
Unofficial Virginia State Champions”. And so they should.

Harry Bruckno, starting Center, said that on the bus ride home, the players declared that no one else would score
on them all year.  (If they cannot score on you, they cannot beat you!)  That audacious promise was backed up with a
season-long defensive production rarely seen in high school football.  S.M.A. played eight more games, and seven of
them ended as shutouts.  Seven teams could not score a SINGLE point against the Hilltoppers.  Only the defending
Military League Champions, Greenbrier Military, was able to cross the Hilltopper goal line, and that was in a game
that S.M.A. won 33-6.  At the season’s end, S.M.A. scored over 200 points against their rivals, while giving up only 12.

TTTTTaps.aps.aps.aps.aps..Continued from page 21

taps

Lt. Col. Grant Waple, SMA ‘66

Lt. Col. Grant Waple, 65, of
Frederisksburg died Thursday,
August 18, 2011.  Mr. Waple was
a graduate of Staunton Military
Academy.  He received his
bachelor’s degree from York
College and his master’s from
George Mason University.  He also
graduated
f r o m
Northern
Vi rg i n i a
Community

College with a nursing degree.

Mr. Waple was a member of
the American Legion and the
National Rifle Association.

Survivors include his
companion, Diane Armstrong;
brother, the Rev. Gary Waple,
SMA ’66,  and wife Carol; nephew
Jonathan Waple; and grandnephew Jackson.

Editor’s note: Lt. Col. Waple and his twin brother,
Gary, graduated together in 1966.

Conrad B. “Connie” Zimmermann

Frostburg, MD –
Conrad B. “Connie”
Zimmermann, of
Frostburg, MD died
Monday June 8, 2009.
Born in Cumberland on
July 1, 1931, he was the
son of the late Dr.
Charles C. and Emma (Whitlock)
Zimmermann.  He was also
preceded in death by his favorite
uncle, Phil “Bub” Zimmermann.

Conrad attended Staunton
Military Academy from 1943 to

1946 and graduated from Allegany High School in 1949.
He served in the U.S. Armed Forces during the Korean
Conflict.  He graduated from Shepherd College in 1958,
where he received his Bachelors Degree in Economics.

Cadet Grant Waple in
1966

Grant Waple at
2011 Reunion

Cadet Zimmermann
 in 1946

Conrad Zimmermann
in 2009

Conrad was particularly interested in sports and music,
and as a young man, he played basketball for the DeMolay
in the church League and was on the Staunton Junior School
Swim Team.  He followed University of Maryland
basketball during days of Coach Lefty Dresell and star
player, John Lucas.

John worked for Allegany Health department as an
Environmental Sanitarian from 1967 to 1992 and was
Assistant Director of the Environmental Health Program.
For an interim service of three years, he was the head of
the Air Quality Control for the state of Maryland Bureau
of Air Quality.  He was appointed to the State of Maryland
Environmental Health Directors Board for a term of four
years.

In 1962, he and his wife opened the West Side Sunshine
Center Laundry and Dry Cleaning business introducing the
process of bulk dry cleaning in this area.  They also owned
and operated the LaVale Plaza
Laundry.

Mr. Zimmermann was a
fifty-six year, life member of
the Cumberland and Oakland
Elks and a twenty-two year
member of the Proctor Kildow
Oakland American Legion,
where he enjoyed participating
in activities such as the summer
chicken BBQ’s and steak
feeds.  He was a 32nd degree
Mason and a member of the

Ali Ghan Shrine in
Cumberland.
Editor’s note: Conrad’s son recently visited the
“Hill”, and he sent us a nice email.
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Sept. 28 S.M.A.: 8 Western Maryland Frosh:
Kablegram, Fall of ’61: A fourth quarter, 51-yard run by Bill Braddick, of Ambridge, Pennsylvania,

gave S.M.A.’s Hilltoppers the only touchdown in a clash with Western Maryland’s Frosh in Westminster,
Maryland.  Dick Turner, of Durham, North Carolina, ran across the extra point to round out S.M.A.’s
8-0 margin of victory.  The victory was especially sweet for the Hilltoppers in view of their 6-0 loss to
E. C. Glass High School of Lynchburg in their season opener.  It was a fine defensive show for
Staunton, who twice stopped the hosts cold within their own 15.

S.M.A., with their new head coach, Richard Steinberg, at the helm, showed considerable
offensive punch in the game.  They netted 264 yeards on the ground, and picked off a helpful 50
yards in the air.  All of the successful pass completions (4 of 12) were from quarterback
Mike Corbi to end Barry Steadham.

S.M.A.’s defense staved off two Western Maryland charges.  The first was set up by a
fumbled punt, which was covered on the S.M.A. 11 by Western Maryland.  The hosts hit the line
twice for no gain.  Then, after an incomplete pass, they missed a field goal attempt from 11 yards
out.  The other Western Maryland threat came early in the first quarter, when the hosts blocked an
S.M.A. punt to take over on the Staunton 13.  Two unsuccessful tries at the line and another

incomplete pass left them on the Staunton 15, where they missed another field goal.
Especially outstanding for S.M.A. were the defensive linemen led by John Sheehy and Lynn Craig, the middle linebackers,

and end Lee Johnson.  Other defensive standouts were Tom Brigstock and Sal Garcia, halfbacks.

Oct. 7 S.M.A.: 63 Fishburne Military: 0
After leading 34 – 0 at halftime, the S.M.A. Hilltoppers went on to crush Fishburne Military 63 – 0 in S.M.A.’s first Military

League game.  The hapless Fishburne Caissons were unable to run the ball against the solid S.M.A. defense, settling for a minus
25 yards on the ground.  They did somewhat better in the air, netting 46 passing yards for a net gain of 16 yards over four quarters
of football.  On the other side of the ball, S.M.A. picked up more than 350 yards rushing.  The Hilltoppers scored a total of nine
touchdowns using seven different players: Mike Corbi (3), Skip D’Alessandro, Ron Theiss, Dick Turner, Sal Garcia, Bill Wood,
and Tony D’Iorio.

Oct. 14 S.M.A.: 7 Augusta Military: 0
After a 21 year layoff, S.M.A. and Augusta Military renewed their old football rivalry at the Staunton Fairgrounds athletic

field.  The game was staged for the Police Benefit Fund, with 35 percent of the live
gate going into that fund.  Total paid attendance was over 3,000.  The game was
highly anticipated to be a real thriller, and in that regard, the fans were not disappointed.
The halftime show was highlighted by short routines by two honor drill teams, S.M.A.’s
Howie Rifles and A.M.A.’s Roller Rifles.

According to Sid Finkel, a Leader Sports writer, “S.M.A. pushed across a second
period touchdown and then hung on for dear life as they defeated A.M.A. 7 to 0 in a
thrill packed renewal of their Military League rivalry.  Holding on to their 7 to 0 lead,
the Hilltoppers were able to contain the Blue Streak offense through most of the
second half, but a late A.M.A. drive brought the ball downfield towards the uncrossed
Staunton goal line.  With the clock ticking furiously, the Streaks made their only serious
attempt to get into the scoring column and perhaps pull the game out with a two-point
conversion, but on the three yard line, the Staunton line stopped the attack and preserved
their victory.” When the Hilltoppers took over on downs, there were only ten seconds
remaining on the clock.

Oct. 21 S.M.A.: 8 Hargrave Military: 0
Kablegram, Fall of ’61: The Hilltoppers defeated Hargrave Academy 8 to 0, on October 21, at Chatham, thus taking over first place

in the military league.  Playing on a very muddy field, the Hilltoppers were only able to score 8 points against H.M.A.  The S.M.A.
touchdown march began on their own three yard line.  Lin Christman started the scoring drive with an eight-yard gain.  H.M.A. then
gave the Hilltoppers a free 15 yards because of a penalty against them.  Halfback Billy Bernardo bucked through the defense for five

Co-captain Barry Steadham

Staunton Police Chief Cline “handcuffs”
coaches Steinberg and Ralph prior to the

A.M.A. game.

taps
SFC Francis L. Demory

Sergeant First Class Francis
Lester Demory, 78, husband of
Anna Lee (Ellison) Demory of
1214 Donaghe Street passed
away Thursday, December 8,
2011 in the Shenandoah Hospice
House in Fishersville.

Mr. Demory was born
December 25, 1932 in Jefferson
County, WVA, a son of the late
Garland Lester and Edith Virginia
(Milburn) Demory.

Sgt. Demory retired from the United States Army,
serving in many posts including two tours on the Military
Staff at Staunton Military Academy in the 60’s and 70’s.
Later, in Vietnam, he was awarded the Bronze Star with
Valor for service above and beyond the call of duty. He
retired from Western State Hospital and was a member of
the Cherryvale United Methodist Church, the Elks Lodge
#351, the American Legion and Verona VFW Post #10826.
He was a “Great Dad” and “Grandfather.”

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by
three brothers, John, Marvin and George Demory
and a sister, Emma Shade.  Surviving in addition
to his wife of fifty years are two sons, David L.
Demory and Bryan E. Demory both of Staunton;
a daughter, Brenda D. Law of Staunton; a sister,
Ruby Lewis of Hagerstown, MD; five
grandchildren, Ben Demory, April Strickler and
her husband Brian, Molly Law, Sarah Law and
Jessica Law; a great-grandchild, Reese Strickler
also survives.

Editor’s Note: Sergeant Demory came to all of
our reunions… he will be  missed.

Fouts, Brian A.  (attended SMA in 1963)

Private services were held for
Brian A. Fouts, 64, of Willoughby,
Ohio.  Mr. Fouts passed away at
home on Monday, November 22,
2010, surrounded by his family and
friends.  He was born August 29,
1946 in Lakewood.  Brian
attended Staunton Military
Academy in 1963, as part of
the Junior class.
Brian enjoyed collecting tools,
motorcycles, fixing things, going

to garage sales, and sitting on his porch.  Most of all, he

 Cadet Taylor in 1956

SFC Demory in 1964

enjoyed being with his friends and making people laugh.
He was a member of Palmer-Roberts American Legion
Post 214 in Willoughby.

Mr. Fouts was a self-employed roofing and painting
contractor.  In addition to his beloved wife, Kathy (Braun),
he is survived by his sister, Karen Morrison; stepmother,
Shirley Fouts; brother-in-law, Chuck Braun; father-in-law,
Chuck Braun; and nieces and nephews.

William H. Taylor II, SMA ‘56
William H. Taylor II, 72, of

Lexington, Kentucky and
Sausalito, California, died
Monday, June 13, 2011 at the
University of Kentucky Chandler
Hospital.

Bill was born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania on December 17,
1938, a son of the late W. Howard
Taylor and Ruth Schwender
Taylor of Huntington, West
Virginia.  He attended Marshall
Laboratory School in Huntington

and graduated from Staunton Military
Academy in 1956.  He went to Johns Hopkins
University and received his Ph.D in Solid State
and Material Services, an A.M. in Solid State
Physics and an M.S.E. in Aerospace and
Mechanical Sciences from Princeton University.

He was also a Distinguished Military Graduate
and Corps Commander, R.O.T.C. of the Johns
Hopkins University, followed by two years of active
duty (1964-1966) in the U.S. ARMY, as a 1st

Lieutenant, Ordinance Corps.
Doctor Taylor’s career as a venture capitalist spanned

over 30 years and several successful technology funds in
New York and San Francisco.  At his death, he was the
Managing General Partner of Mountaineer Capital, LP, in
Charleston, West Virginia, a $25 Million Equity Base SBIC
dedicated to supplying venture capital to West Virginia small
businesses.  He served on numerous boards of directors
and held memberships and affiliations with several honorary
and national organizations.

Additionally, he was an owner and the manager of the
W. Howard Taylor Family, Agent LLC, a natural gas
production business in Huntington, West Virginia.

He is survived by his wife, Martha Stump Taylor; his
son, Dr. Craig S. Taylor; his stepson, Dr. James H. Forsythe
(Jennifer); and two stepdaughters, Alison G. Forsythe and
Dr. Ann C. Forsythe; and his brother, Dr. Stephen L. Taylor
(SMA ’63).

Cadet Fouts in 1963
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more yards.  Dick Turner scampered for five, then seven more, before he was stopped.  Turner’s fine catch of
a pass from “Skip” D’Alessandro was good for another 20 yards and a first down on Hargrave’s 37.  Bernardo
then broke through the line and raced behind good blocking for the TD.  A quick pass from D’Alessandro to
Lee Johnson got the extra two points.

Most of the first three quarters saw both teams handling the ball between the 25 yard lines.  Staunton
was hampered by penalties as well as the muddy field.

Oct. 29 S.M.A.: 33 Greenbrier Military: 6
In late October, S.M.A. faced the previous year’s Military League Champion, Greenbrier Military in a

home game at Kable Field.  Norris Vancleave, Sports Editor of the
Staunton News Leader, reported the pivotal game thusly, “S.M.A. scored on the opening kickoff
(their own) and then rolled to a surprisingly easy, 33-6, whitewash of Greenbrier Military on
Kable Field.  The anticipated battle between the two leading candidates for the Virginias’ Military
League throne simply never happened.  S.M.A. took advantage of a rare break for the first
touchdown…  Barry Steadham gave the pigskin a tremendous boot on the opening kickoff,
slamming it all the way into the Greenbrier end zone.  There, after some hesitation, defensive
back Dennis Melnick landed on it.  The game was not a minute old, and S.M.A. was leading 6-
0. “  For the rest of the game, S.M.A. continued to roll, scoring four more touchdowns, while the
defense led by end Lee Johnson, tackle Billy Clyburn, guard John Sheehy, and guard Lynn Craig
held Greenbrier’s offense to a single score.  That Greenbrier touchdown (on a 35 yard run) was

notable, because it was the ONLY touchdown scored against the S.M.A. defense by any of their Military League opponents all year.

Nov. 4 S.M.A.: 52 Massanutten Military: 0
Kablegram, Fall ’61:  A 51-0 massacre of the Massanutten eleven resulted when the Hilltoppers traveled to Woodstock, Virginia on

November 4th.  At the end of the first quarter, S.M.A. had a 14-0 lead and went on to defeat M.M.A. by a score of 52-0.  Skip
D’Alessandro, who has done an outstanding job at the quarterback position, showed his skill again.  With Skip’s passes and Dick Turner’s
fine running at left halfback, the Hilltoppers brought home their fifth Military League win.

Staunton kicked off, stopped Massanutten on downs, forced them to punt, and then took over on their own 44.  Turner, Bernardo, and
Christman ran the ball to the two yard line.  Turner crashed over for the score, and Barry Steadham kicked the extra point to put S.M.A.
out in front 7-0.  After M.M.A. ran the ball for several plays, the Hilltoppers again started down the field, with Turner taking the ball for
21 yards and a second TD.  Again, Steadham’s kick was good, and S.M.A. led 14-0.  By the end of the first half, SMA possessed a 21-
0 lead.  After two more scores, the third period ended with a safety, when M.M.A. attempted to punt, but the ball was centered over the
kicker’s head and into the end zone.  Dennis, Dwyer, and Brigstock came in as substitutes for the remainder of the game.  Dwyer ran
for a 25 yard TD, and Brigstock made a 21 yard TD, making the final score 52-0.  Staunton has only their Thanksgiving Day game with
Fork Union standing in the way of an undefeated Military League season and the Virginia Military League championship.

Nov. 17 S.M.A.: 28 W&L J.V.’s: 0
Kablegram, Fall ’61:  Staunton Military Academy warmed up for its Thanksgiving Day championship game with Fork Union by

blanking the Washington and Lee Jayvees 28-0 Friday afternoon, November 17 in Lexington. Halfback Dick Turner broke the scoring
ice for the Hilltoppers in the second, when he sped 27 yards on a handoff.  Barry Steadham booted between the uprights, and S.M.A. led
7-0.  Quarterback Skip D’Alessandro passed to end Barry Steadham for a 26-yard touchdown gain in the third.  Steadham again booted
the point after.  In the same period, Linton Christman, fullback, broke through the middle on a 91 yard race for the double stripe.
Steadham’s faithful toe again collected the point.  The Hilltoppers added another counter in the fourth on a one-yard plunge by Christman.
The scoring play was set up by Ron Theiss’s sensation 46 yard return after intercepting a W&L pass on the hosts’ 47.  Charlie Pool did
the kicking chore this time, rounding out a perfect conversion day and a score of 28-0.

Nov. 23 S.M.A.: 18 Fork Union Military: 0
The final game of the season featured the annual “Turkey Bowl” between S.M.A. and Fork Union Military.  Once again, the

powerful Hilltopper defense held a high powered offense scoreless, as S.M.A. sewed up their first Virginia Military League
championship in many years.  Norris Vancleave, the Leader Sports editor summed up the game.  “As occurred in the S.M.A. –
Greenbrier game, the Hilltopper defense racked up their team’s first touchdown in the opening moment.  Having received the opening

TTTTTaps.aps.aps.aps.aps..Continued on page 22

Mr. Alvan Arnall, SMA ‘56
Alvan Arnall passed

away Friday, February 3,
2012.  He was born in
Newnan, Georgia, on
February 24, 1938.  He was
the son of Ellis Gibbs Arnall
and Mildred Slemons
Arnall.

He was a graduate of
Staunton Military
Academy, The University
of the South, where he was

a member of Kappa Alpha Order Fraternity, and the University
of Georgia Law School, where he was a member of the Phi
Delta Phi Legal Fraternity.

Having completed Marine Corps Officer Candidates
School during several summer sessions during college, he
thereafter served three years active duty as an officer in the
U.S. Marine Corps during which time he was twice promoted.
Following Marine Corps service, he engaged in the practice
of corporate law with Arnall Golden Gregory for thirty-two
years, retiring at the end of 1998.

taps

Cadet Arnall in 1956

Action against defending Champions,
 Greenbrier Military

Lee Johnson, End

The restraint which we endured the previous year was somewhat removed, and we entered upon a more agreeable and
dignified life, which none of us found fault with.  Some of our number developed a liking for exercise, and every Monday morning
could be seen walking on the stone wall for three or four hours at a time.

On the 21st of November, 1904, we were awakened by the cry of “Fire!” at about 2 o’clock in the morning, and when morning
broke the buildings of our institution were a mass of dying embers.  We were furloughed until the 4th of January, when we found
ourselves back, though our ranks were greatly thinned.  During our absence a temporary school building had been erected, and we
roomed in houses situated about the town.  The walking from the houses to the school seemed rather hard at first, but after a while
we grew used to it and did not mind it so much.

The time seemed to go as quickly, if not more quickly, than the previous year, and soon summer was at hand again, and after
Commencement and the final drills were over we disbanded once more and returned to our homes.

The middle of September, 1905, found us back again to S.M.A. to begin the last year of our course. It was a keen pleasure to
us to begin the last year at the S.M.A. in our new, handsome, and strictly up-to-date military barracks.  We now had nearly
reached the goal for which we had worked so hard to obtain, and now studied even harder than we had ever done before.

Soon came the Christmas holidays, and most of us returned to our homes to enjoy the two weeks given us before returning to
take up the final struggle during the last six months before graduating. We were full of hopes and fears in thinking whether we
would succeed or not.

The time passes quickly, and soon Commencement is here, and as we walk upon the platform and receive our diplomas, our
minds go back to the time when we entered. We think of the happy years sent at the S.M.A. We cannot help but feel with regret
that it is all over, and we have to leave the place which we have learned to love during the last years.

Now that the diplomas are won, some of us look to college, others to the struggles of life; but, whatever the course pursued,
we feel that the years spent at S.M.A. have not been spent in vain; that the seeds of knowledge and character sown during these
years will bear fruit in the lives of successful men.

VoiceVoiceVoiceVoiceVoice..Continued from page 12

VOICES OF THE PAST

He was a member of the State Bar of Georgia and had
been a member of the Atlanta and American Bar
Associations.  Mr. Arnall was admitted to practice
before various courts, including the Unites States
Supreme Court.

Having been active as a lawyer in the frozen food
industry, he was a member of the Distinguished Order
of Zerocrats and the Honorable Order of Golden
Penguins.  He was a founding member of the Georgia
Innocence Project and served as chairman of the
Marine Corps Association of Georgia Lawyers.  He
was active with the Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers
Foundation and the Legal Clinic for the Homeless.

He was a member of Trinity Presbyterian Church, an honorary
life member of the Piedmont Driving Club, American Legion
Post 140, the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels, the
Hardeman Province Court of Honor of the Kappa Alpha Order,
and numerous other organizations.

Mr. Arnall is survived by his wife, Carol Lowry Arnall;
daughter, Ashley Arnall Felton; son, Taylor Gibbs Arnall; and
beloved grandchildren, Jackson Taylor Felton, Benjamin Arnall
Felton, and Caroline Delaney Felton.
                        Editor’s note: Mr. Arnall served on the
SMA Alumni Association board several years ago.
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kickoff from Fork Union, S.M.A. had slugged down to about the midfield stripe before looking at a fourth
down situation.  There, Lawrence Sharp punted, and the ball was in play from the Fork Union 11.  On the first
play from scrimmage, the S.M.A. defense rushed them so hard that quarterback F. Cobb fumbled in the end
zone, and John Sheehy, 5-11, 201-pound guard, pounced upon it for a Staunton touchdown.  Steadham’s
steady toe booted between the uprights, and Staunton was ahead 7-0.”

A field goal just before halftime by Steadham and a second touchdown, a pass from D’Alessandro to
Steadham, followed by a tough two-point conversion by Bernardo gave S.M.A. all the points they would
need.  The Hilltopper defense held Fork Union scoreless, limiting the Blue Devils to 80 yards rushing and 27
passing.

Vancleave’s article went to state “The S.M.A. coaching staff gave credit to the entire S.M.A. squad for
the victory and the championship.  The hard charging offensive line, featuring John Sheehy and Dave Tedesco

at the guards, Harry Bruckno at center, and tackles Ed Scott and John Wagstaff, was more than a match for an always tough F.U.M.A.
defense, which especially stiffened around the goal line.  Ends Barry Steadham and Lee Johnson also gave good accounts of themselves
on offense, each catching a pass as well as helping the Hilltoppers outcharge their foe.”

Post Season.
S.M.A.’s championship football squad was awarded seven berths on the first and second All-Military teams for the Virginia Military

School League.  Players were selected by the league’s coaches.   On first team was Barry Steadham (end) and John Sheehy (tackle).
Second Team selections included Lee Johnson (end), Bill Clyburn (tackle), Harry Bruckno (center), Dick Turner (halfback), and Bill

Bernardo (halfback).
Coach Dick Steinberg returned to S.M.A. and guided the Hilltoppers to a repeat

performance as Military League Champions in the next school year (’62-’63).  He
continued to work in the football world and moved to the National Football League,
where he started as a scout for the New Orleans Saints.  After a stint with the New
England Patriots, Dick rose to the position of General Manager of the New York Jets,
a post he held until his death.

Editor’s note.  Here’s a little more about the some of the players, courtesy of
Harry Bruckno, starting Center.  Richard Grimstead “pulled a Rudy” as a walk
on at Clemson University.  Today, he is an architect in Virginia Beach.  Sal Garcia
and John Sheehy both went on to play at Virginia Tech.  Sal played Pro football
in the Canada League along with John Stillwagon from AMA.

Continued from page 5

Coach Steinberg addresses the Corps

VWIL.VWIL.VWIL.VWIL.VWIL..Continued from page 19

VWIL        NEWS

KANDI VAUGHN, 3rd PLATOON CAPTAIN

Hello! My name is Kandi Vaughn, and I am a senior from Fancy Gap, Virginia. I am a
Health Care Administration major with an emphasis in Public Health and a minor in Leadership
Studies. Upon graduation, I will commission into the U.S. Army. As a cadet in VWIL, I have
held the positions of 3rd Platoon Line Corporal, 3rd Platoon Sergeant, and 3rd Platoon Captain
on the regimental side and nULL Conduct Council, Peer Advisor, Cadet Conduct Council and
Physical Training Cadre on the class side. For Mary Baldwin, I was on the tennis team, and this
year I am the Vice President of the Health Care Executive Club. I look forward to my senior
year and all that comes with it! 

SHARMEKA WILLIAMS, S-5 (ACADEMIC CAPTAIN)

My name is Sharmeka S. Williams, and I am from South Boston, Virginia. My current
fields of study at Mary Baldwin College include a major in English and minors in Leadership
Studies and Education. Upon graduation, I will take on a career as a teacher in secondary
education. I have held many positions during my time in VWIL including (S-2) Public Affairs
corporal, (S-5) Academic Sergeant, and most recently (S-5)
Academic Captain and Class Congress Chair. I am truly passionate about the Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership, and I value the leader that I have become because of it.

AMY WILLIAMSON, COLOR LIEUTENANT

Hello! My name is Amy Williamson, and I am from Charlottesville, Virginia. Here at
Mary Baldwin College, I am studying to earn my Bachelors in Social Work and earn a Spanish
and Leadership studies minor. Upon graduation, I hope to attend Pharmacy school and earn
my Doctorate in Pharmacology. As a cadet in VWIL, I have held the positions of Color Guard
Corporal, Color Sergeant, and most recently Color Lieutenant. I look forward to a great semester,
as I will be studying abroad in Honduras. 

 Amy Williamson

Sharmeka Williams

Kandi Vaughn

Co-captain John Sheehy

Lieutenant Governor Bolling is focused on getting Virginia’s economy
moving again and creating jobs. Governor Bob McDonnell asked
Lieutenant Governor Bolling to serve as Virginia’s Chief Jobs Creation
Officer and made him a member of the Governor’s cabinet. In that
position, Mr. Bolling is responsible for coordinating the state’s economic
development programs across numerous state agencies, and working with
business leaders to identify ways to improve the state’s economy. Prior to
his current office, Mr. Bolling served as a state senator and county
supervisor.

A native of West Virginia who grew up in the coalfields of that state
and Virginia, Lieutenant Governor Bolling was the first person in his family
to graduate from college. In addition to his public life, he is a vice president
at an independent insurance agency. He met his wife of 32 years, Jean
Ann Kincaid, in college. The Bollings have two grown sons.

Virginia Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling (next to left) with his wife,
 Jean Ann, and sons Kevin (left) and Matthew.

reunion news
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SCHEDULE of EVENTS

Friday, March 30, 2012 (on former SMA campus)
9:30 - 11:30 am: SMAAA Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall)

10:00 am - 5:00 pm: SMA/VWIL Museum Open

11:00 am - 3:30 pm: Registration (Mess Hall)

4:00 pm: Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside of the SMA/VWIL Museum)

5:00 pm: Honor Ceremony with Howie Rifles Performance (Kable Hall Courtyard)

6:00 - 8:00 pm: Reception and Dinner (SMA Mess Hall)

8:00 - 11:00 pm: VWIL Military Ball (SJH) (Open to all SMA alumni who wish to attend)

Cost: $15.00/person (not included in SMA Reunion price) paid to VWIL

Dress: Formal, Military or Business

Saturday, March 31, 2012 (on former SMA campus & Stonewall Jackson Hotel)
9:00 am - 4:00 pm: SMA/VWIL Museum Open

9:15 - 9:45 am: Registration for those who have not registered (SMA Mess Hall)

10:00 - 11:30 am: Annual Alumni Membership Meeting (SMA Mess Hall)

10:00 - 11:30 am: Women’s Group “Get Together” (VWIL Room in SMA Mess Hall)

Women’s Group “Get Together” for all wives/guests of Alumni. This is a very informal get
together during the time the alumni will be attending the annual meeting.  VWIL Cadets will
be present to answer questions and give updates on the accomplishments of the VWIL
Program.  Refreshments will be served.

12:00 pm: SMA/VWIL Parade

SMA Alumni will form-up on the asphalt at 11:45 pm to follow the VWIL Corp of Cadets onto
Kable Field.

1:00 - 2:00 pm: VWIL/SMA Lunch (Parade Field)

2:00 - 5:30 pm: Free time for alumni and guests

Visit the museum, connect with former classmates, shop or tour the city.

5:00 - 6:00 pm: Registration for those who have not yet registered (Lobby of SJH)

6:00 - 7:00 pm: Banquet Reception (cash bar) (Lobby of SJH)

7:00 - 10:00 pm: Alumni Banquet......Invited speaker: Virginia Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling (SJH Banquet Room)

10:00 pm: Nostalgia Time

Sunday, April 1, 2012
8:30 am – 12:00 pm: SMA/VWIL Museum Open

VWIL VWIL VWIL VWIL VWIL Continued from page 18
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VWIL        NEWS

SAMANTHA SANCHEZ, S-2 SERGEANT & HOWIE RIFLES COMMANDER

Hello, my name is Samantha Sanchez, and I am from Culpeper, Virginia. I am a Junior at Mary
Baldwin College. My major is International Relations and my minor is Leadership Studies. Upon
graduation, I plan on Commissioning in the Army. My time here as a cadet in VWIL has consisted
of my sophomore year as acting Line Corporal and a member of the nCC Board, and now I am
the S-2 Sergeant and a member of nC and the Howie Rifles Drill Team Commander. I have
enjoyed my time here at MBC/VWIL, and I am looking forward to continuing to spread the
word about VWIL and the uniqueness of our Corps. 

JILLIAN STUBBS, EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Hello! My name is Jillian Stubbs, and I am a senior from Angier, NC. Here at MBC, I
am studying Business for a Sustainable Future with minors in Chemistry and Leadership Studies.
Upon graduation, I plan to attend Officer’s Candidate School for the US Navy in hopes of
becoming a Navy Dentist. As a cadet in VWIL, I have held various positions, on the regimental
side: S-2 CPL, SGM, and most recently Executive Officer, while on the class side: ERS, Historical
Committee and Peer Advisor. For Mary Baldwin, I am involved in President’s Society and was
a 2-year Captain for the Soccer team. I am looking forward to another great year here with the
support and motivation from our Staff, SMA Alumni and VWIL Alumna.

ANGELA TAYLOR, S-6 LIEUTENANT (PT)

 

Hello, my name is Angela Taylor. I am from Prince George, Virginia and graduated from
Prince George High School. I am studying Political Science with a minor in Leadership Studies.
Over the past few years I held the positions of First Platoon Corporal, First Platoon Guideon,
and currently S-6 Lieutenant in charge of the physical training program for the Corps. Upon
graduation, I plan to enter the U.S. Coast Guard.

Samantha Sanchez

Jillian Stubbs

Angela Taylor
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Meet the Cadets
Editor’s Note:  This is the second installment of “Meet the Cadets”.  The first was published in our December 2011 issue.

BRITTANY LEDBETTER, 1st PLATOON COMMANDER

Hi, my name is Brittany Ledbetter, and I am a Senior from Green Cove Springs, Florida.
I am majoring in Business For a Sustainable Future and minoring in Managemant and Leadership
here at Mary Baldwin College. Upon graduation I will commission into the U.S Army as a
Transportation Officer in Marine and Terminal Operations. The various positions I have held as
a Cadet on the regimental side are, ERS and PT Cadre member, Color Guard Corporal, S-2
Sergeant, and this year’s 1st Platoon Commander. On the Class side I have been a member
nULL Conduct Committee and I am currently the nULL Committee Chair. I am looking forward
to another wonderful year.

LEANNE PATTON, 3rd PLATOON SERGEANT

Hi, my name is Leanne Patton. I’m from Fancy Gap, Virginia, and this will be my last
year at Mary Baldwin. I matriculated into VWIL as a transfer student in the Fall of 2009, and
since then I have had the pleasure of holding 1st Cpl and 3rd platoon Sgt positions. I am also a
member of the VWIL Honor Guard and on the briefing team. I am majoring in Studio Art and
double minoring in Education and Leadership Studies; I plan to start my career as an art teacher
after my graduation in May of 2012. 

AMBER PHILLIPS, S-3 OPERATIONS LIEUTENANT

Hi, my name is Amber Phillips, and I am from Churchton, Maryland. Currently, I am
studying combined Sociology Psychology here at Mary Baldwin College. Upon graduation, I
hope to turn my current internship at the U.S. Census Bureau into a full time position and pursue
a Masters Degree in Demographic Sociology from the University of Maryland. As a cadet in
VWIL, I have held the positions of 3rd Platoon Line Corporal, S-3 Operations Sergeant, and
most recently, S-3 Operations Lieutenant. I am looking forward to making memories this year in
VWIL and within the Mary Baldwin College community that will last me a life time.

Leanne Patton

Brittany Ledbetter

Amber Phillips

VWILVWILVWILVWILVWIL..Continued on page 18

LAST NAME: ________________________________FIRST NAME: __________________MIDDLE INITIAL: ____

SMA YEAR: ___________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________

CITY: ______________________________________________ STATE: _______ ZIP: _____________

TEL: (             ) _____________________; Cell (             ) ____________________

EMAIL: _______________________________________________________________________

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER

SPOUSE NAME: _______________________________________________________________

GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________

GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________

CHILD NAME: _________________________________________________________________

CHILD NAME: _________________________________________________________________

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION

Deadline is March 17, 2012. Please take the time NOW to complete your registration form. By doing this, you will help us
plan more effectively for a successful SMA Reunion in 2012.
Please note – lodging reservations at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel (or elsewhere) must be made separately.

_____ Weekend x $130/person1 $ __________

_____ Friday Only x $75/person2 $ __________

_____ Saturday Only x $75/person3 $ __________

TOTAL COST: $ __________

PAYMENT

 Check (payable to: SMA Alumni Association, Inc.)

 Credit Card: (can only accept MC/VISA)   MasterCard     VISA

    Card Number: _______________________________________
    Expiration Date: _______________________________________
    Security Code: (CVV2 code on back of card ) _______________________________________

BILLING ADDRESS
Name: (exactly as written on credit card) __________________________________________

Billing Address: (for credit card purchases)

(must be exactly as written on CC billing statement) ______________________________________

______________________________________

________________________ Zip: __________

SIGNATURE

Signature: ______________________________________

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
PO Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; FAX: 1-866-950-4452; SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

SMA Reunion 2012 (30-31 March)
 Registration Form

Please print to fill out this form and mail to address above or FAX to: 1-866-950-4452

1 After March17th, the price increases to $140 for the weekend. Door price will be $150.
2 After March17th, the price increases to $80 for Friday only. Door price will be $90.
3 After March17th, the price increases to $80 for Saturday only. Door price will be $90.
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My First View of the War: Caskets

Sherri Sharpe ’99
Major, Army

PSYCHOLOGY

I will never forget where I was on 9/11/01. I was part of a five-
ship nightvision goggle mission at Fort Bragg, NC, supporting sling
load operations for a field artillery unit’s training exercise. We were
slowly waking up from our night operations and packing up to fly
back to

Savannah, GA, that morning. We were staying in a former WWII
barracks and someone had a small television. I was on the phone
with my best friend wishing her a happy birthday when someone
called out the breaking news. Huddled with 25 others around the
12-inch screen, life as I knew it changed forever.

Fort Bragg, like most other military installations, was an “open”
post, meaning there were no gates and civilian and military traffic
flowed freely across the post. Not that day. Immediately, roadblocks
were established and identification checks began across the board.
In the first few days after 9/11, it was fully expected that it might
take as long as two hours to get through the main entrance
checkpoints where cars were searched from trunk to engine. I was

a 1st Lieutenant at the time, and I had never imagined that my military service would take me into a war zone. How things have
changed.

After hours negotiating with the Federal Aviation Administration, and state, local, and federal law enforcement agencies, we
were finally allowed to fly back to our families in Savannah. By October, we had orders to deploy, and on Christmas Day 2001
the first of our planes departed for Pakistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. We spent eight-and-a-half months there,
through some of the darkest days, including Operation Anaconda.

My first view of the war: caskets. I stepped off a C-17 into Jacobabad, Pakistan, just as a Marine Corps unit lined up and I
watched an ambulance back into their midst five times to place on board a single coffin draped with the American flag. It’s an
emotional memory to this day.

Less than four months after our return from Afghanistan, we headed to Kuwait, and eventually into Iraq with the 3rd Infantry
Division as they swept through Baghdad. Our primary mission was to move personnel, equipment, food and water, ammunition, repair
parts, and mail (the best part) to soldiers on the front lines. However, nearly every day ended on a somber note in those early months.
Hospitals operated with generators and inside tents, so they did not have equipment for proper mortuary affairs. We were tasked with
“Hero Missions”: taking part in the chain of custody for American and Allied KIA (Killed in Action) personnel, and moving their bodies
via helicopter back to Kuwait for transport home for burial. As depressing as it sounds, and as horrifying as some of the sights were, that
is the mission in which I am most proud to have served. These were mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, husbands, wives and friends, and
I am proud to have done my part to pay them tribute and see them on their way home. These heroes, who paid the ultimate sacrifice,
paved the way for our freedom from terror. I will be forever grateful to them.

Since the early days, I have lost several friends and acquaintances and have seen two more tours of duty. I write this as I am
in the eighth month of my fourth deployment. During my most recent R&R leave, I visited New York City for the first time and
saw Ground Zero. It is now an area of rebuilding and remembrance for those gone but never forgotten and a testament to the
resilience of the United States.

My unit is responsible for the airfield that will be used to transition aircraft out of Iraq during the upcoming troop withdrawal. To have
been here in the beginning and now be serving during the end of combat operations in Iraq is surreal. May we never forget.

Reprinted with permission from THE LEADER, a publication for alumnae and current students at Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership, Dr. Brenda L. Bryant, editor.

Major Sharpe, VWIL ‘99

reunion news
ALREADY REGISTERED

Here is a list of all the people who have already registered with Arlene Nicely for the reunion.  Please send your paper
work as soon as you can; we would like to avoid the “last minute” registration.

NAME YEAR GUEST STATE
BARKSDALE, ROBERT 75 MIA BARKSDALE VA
BECSEY, LAURENCE S. 63 DEVRA WASSERMAN VA
BISSETT, GEORGE 74 NONE OH
BISSETT, WILLIAM K. “BILL” 74 TRICIA BISSETT NC
BOLLING, LT. GOV. BILL (SPEAKER) JEAN BOLLING VA
BREAM, JACK (JOHN) H. 62 BETSY ELSAS GA
DAVIS, THOMAS A. 62 CONNIE DAVIS VA
HENRY, ALBERT “HARV” 62 NONE VA
HOLMES, BURDETTE W. 62 SUSANN G. REMINGTON MN
HOUSTON, KENNETH C. 62 NONE FL
LAWRENCE, LEE 56 NONE FL
LESNIAK, STANLEY J. 67 PATRICIA LESNIAK PA
LOUISELL, WILLIAM C. 46 NONE VA
NICELY, BROCKY A. 65 ARLENE C. NICELY VA
NORTON, ROB 67 NONE IA
ROBERTSON, GREG 70 NONE NM
SEBRELL, RALPH 45 ANN SEBRELL VA
SMITH, EDMUND A,. 76 NONE GA
REYNOLDS, JOHN S. 50 SHEILA REYNOLDS SC
SPEARS, DAN B. PEGGY SPEARS MD
TEWKSBURY, JOHN H. 52 JOYCE P. TEWKSBURY VA
WILLIAMS, WALTER “RAYNALD” 59 LINDA WILLIAMS LA

briefly. . .briefly. . .briefly. . .briefly. . .briefly. . .
Request for Information.  Recently, Arlene Nicely received an inquiry for information about Daniel Post, SMA ’62.  The request came from Steve
Quesinberry, a history teacher in Georgia, who is compiling the biographies of all the local Georgia boys who gave their lives in Vietnam.  (See Steve’s letter in
the Letters to the Editor section.)  Daniel Post attended SMA from 1959 to 1962; he was killed in Vietnam in 1966.  If you have any stories about Dan Post,
please contact Steve Quesinberry.  (email: squiz@numail.org; phone: (770) 253-0569)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Arlene Nicely is an “Honorary Sister nULL”.  On November 18, 2011 at Kable Courtyard, the VWIL class of 2013 presented our S.M.A. Alumni Secretary,
Arlene Nicely with a framed class picture with an inscription “Honorary Sister nULL, Class of 2013”.  From the 42 original nULLs in 2009, only 14 remain.
They refer to themselves as “The Few.  The Proud.  2013”.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Request for Information.  The museum curator, Brocky Nicely, is compiling a yearbook for the class of ’76.  (The school closed without publishing a yearbook
for the class of ’76.)  Brocky needs your help.  Any lists, stories, pictures would be appreciated.  At this time, we don’t even have a list of seniors!  Please send
any information to Brocky Nicely at the S.M.A. Museum.  P.O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, VA 24402 or email him at smaalumni@msn.com.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fact or Fiction?  Rumor has it that back in 1976, five former S.M.A. cadets who were then enrolled at Fishburne Military, left their barracks on a fine Sunday
afternoon and conducted a mock parade on the abandoned Kable Field.  We would like to know who they were.  Pictures would be nice, if any exist.  Contact
smaalumni@msn.com. BrieflyBrieflyBrieflyBrieflyBriefly ..Continued on page 10
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LETTERS
Hello Mr. Holmes-
THANK YOU for your assistance! I am working on the bio’s of 23 local Georgia guys that were killed in Vietnam, and Daniel Z.
Post, SMA ‘62 is one of the toughest since his family left this part of Georgia for Texas, then sent Daniel to Staunton Military
Academy for high school. When Daniel was killed in Vietnam, he was buried here in Georgia. So, he has no friends or people that
remember him around here and very few family members left. That makes it a little difficult to get info on him. I have found some
Marines that knew him, but I have little before that. That is why I have contacted ya’ll - I appreciate your help a great deal-
THANK YOU!
Steve Quesinberry
email: squiz@numail.org
phone: (770) 253-0569

Editor’s note:  Please help Steve Quisinberry with his search for information.  Anyone who knew Daniel Post can contact Steve, a history
teacher in Georgia, with any story you remember. All we know about Dan is that he went to SMA from 1959 to 1962, and after graduating,
he joined the marines. He was killed in Vietnam in 1966.

Hello Mark, Mon, Jan 23 2012

I e-mailed today (via the Scarpelli Funeral Home’s (Cumberland, MD) website, an obituary for my father, Conrad B. Zimmermann
who attended SMA in 1944, 1945, and 1946 - though you’ll note the obituary says ’43 - ’46. I’m still trying to figure out any years beyond
’44, ’45 and ’46; the three of which I’m certain.

Hopefully the obituary came through to you via the funeral homes “e-mail
obituary” option on their web site. As mentioned in my brief accompanying message with that notification, Dad actually passed

away in June of 2009 (June 8th), but I wanted to have his obituary added to the web site even though it’s been a little while.
I also noted in the other memo that, during some travel, I will be visiting the SMA museum on Sat. Feb. 4th and am looking

forward to it eagerly. We booked a hotel to stay that night in Staunton, so we won’t be too rushed.
I have a number of things from his years at SMA, a 1947 yearbook, some certificates, a cadet belt buckle, etc. and some photos.

When I was about 10 years old we visited SMA and I had a sweatshirt with the logo (long since worn out). There are a few family
photos with me wearing that. I’ll be 50 this summer, so that’s been quite a while ago.

Thanks for your work on the web site - it’s very nice to visit and peruse the data and photos.

Sincerely,
Conrad C. Zimmermann
(Craig)

Editor’s Note: After his visit to the museum, Craig sent the following message to Arlene and Brocky Nicely.
Letters... Continued on page 11

Continued from page 14

where are they now

Jay Nedrey in 2011Cadet Nedrey in 1969

Jay Nedrey, SMA ‘69

Jay attended William and Mary College and graduated with a B.S.
degree in History.  He resides in Aloie, Virginia and states his career has
included night club owner, professional drummer, and entrepreneur.
Editor’s Note: Jay did not mention that he has acted as our Master
of Ceremonies for many of our SMA Reunions.  In my opinion, his
performance has always been outstanding!  For all of our alumni
that have seen him work, I want to say “Thank you, Ned”.  And this
year, tell us about the “Kable Field Incident” back in ’69.

VWIL        NEWS

Decorated Alum Returns as VWIL’s Second-in-Command
2012-01-19

Retired Army Colonel Melissa E. Patrick ’78 is a trailblazer with an impressive resume. And now
she’s back on the Mary Baldwin campus, joining the administrative ranks at the Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership (VWIL) as deputy commandant.

“She’s a breath of fresh air, an answer to a prayer,” said Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell, commandant of cadets.

Patrick is Bissell’s second-in-command, assisting with the regimental side of the corps. She now
supervises academic affairs of the cadets, serving as academic advisor for all first-and second-year
students. Patrick’s responsibilities also include overseeing the corps’ peer-advisor system.

“[VWIL] is a great program. I’m excited to be here and I’m impressed by the quality of students and
cadets we have,” Patrick said.

With a biography that includes several “firsts” as a woman in the military as well as a wealth of
leadership in the civilian world, Patrick will be an impressive role model for VWIL cadets.

She was the first woman selected to participate in the U.S. Army War College Advanced Strategic
Arts Program. She was the first female Military Intelligence officer assigned to a combat arms unit and was among the first women to
earn Master Parachutist wings. After graduating with a master’s degree from Duke University, she became the first female instructor/
assistant professor of military history at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. While serving in Boznia-Herzogovina she became the
first woman in her position to deploy a contingency operation.

After deployments in Germany, Boznia-Herzogovina, Korea, and Afghanistan and service in the states, Patrick retired from active
military service in 2006. She most recently worked for a private contractor at the National Ground Intelligence Center in Charlottesville
where she managed the Anti-armor Analysis Program. Under her watch, program personnel increased from 10 to 31 and included data
collectors deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan.

For her service, Patrick has received several awards and honors including the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, Defense Meritorious
Service Medal, and Meritorious Service Medal.

Patrick was commissioned through Army ROTC in 1978 upon earning her degree in history from Mary Baldwin. She
earned a master’s degree in strategic studies from the U.S. Army War College and a master’s degree in history from Duke
University. Her father, James Patrick, taught chemistry at MBC from the late 1960s until the early 1990s.

“It’s a thrill to be back,” Patrick said. “I grew up here with my father on the faculty. It’s like coming home, like
coming full circle.”

briefly. . .briefly. . .briefly. . .briefly. . .briefly. . .
Who won Honor Company?  The museum has a box of guidon streamers that were awarded at the Sponsor’s Parade, but we don’t have any record of who
won them.  If you know, please send the information to Brocky Nicely at the museum (smaalumni@msn.com).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who won the Kable Legion of Honor?  The highest award given by Staunton Military Academy was not always awarded, and when it was, it did not always
go the First Captain.  The museum would like to list all of the winners; so please help fill the list.  Contact Brocky at the museum (smaalumni@msn.com) with
any information.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

- VWIL alumni are asked to join the Saturday morning association meeting at the SMA mess hall (10:00 - 11:30).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

- SMA alumni wishing to attend the VWIL Military Ball on Friday night (8:00 - 11:00 pm) should contact General Bissel by March 15th.
( mbissell@mbc.edu)
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From: Craig Zimmermann
To: smaalumni@msn.com
Subject: SMA visit Date: Mon, 6 Feb 2012

 Arlene and Brocky,
Wanted to say thanks so much for all the information given during our visit to SMA’s museum. Brocky was so informative and

interesting (in addition to just being a real nice guy). Also, finding additional yearbook photos and the transcript of Dad’s time there was
a highlight for sure.

I told my 79 year old Mom about the transcript note “throwing bottles off of Kable Hall” and being “confined” for a period clear
back in 1946! We all had a sentimental laugh about that one.  So you know, Dad turned out alright “in the end” in spite of his bottle
throwing escapade, perhaps in part due to the confinement period - ha ha!   I came back the next morning just to walk around the
campus outside. Took lots of pictures.

Again, thanks for making it so nice!

Conrad C. Zimmermann
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Burdette... Date: Mon, 6 Feb 2012
I was flattered by the article in the December Kablegram. However, there was one big mistake: I enlisted in the United

States Marine Corps in November of 1961, served as a rifleman in the First Marines, was selected to go to the Marine Aviation
Cadet (MARCAD) program where I became a Marine Aviator and an Officer. I was the youngest Second Lieutenant in The
Corps for 2 weeks. I flew fighters in The Corps with a tour in Vietnam. I got out of the Marine Corps in January of 1966 and
started with Northwest Airlines on 1 August 1966. I flew for NWA for over 37 years, retiring at age 60 in December 2003.
During my first year with NWA, I was in a reserve squadron flying the same fighter that I flew on active duty.

It took me 38 years to get a degree in Professional Aeronautics. I finally graduated from college in 1999.  The remainder
of the article was factual.

I just wanted to correct the record.
Lee Ozawa
SMA ‘61

Editor’s note.  My apologies for the inaccuracies, Lee.  Thank you for the real story.

life as a cadet
By Greg Robertson

My Three Favorite Parades
While researching the history of SMA, I had the opportunity to visit several other military academies. I also had the pleasure of

viewing movies of different Corps from various years of SMA and of these other military academies. There can be endless discussions
held between the alumni of SMA and these other Academies concerning which school provided the best education, which school had the
best football team, which school uniforms were the best, or which school attracted the prettiest girlfriends. There is one area that I
purpose there is no room to argue about. SMA had the best marching Corps of Cadets of all of the Academies. The lines were straighter,
the cadets more in step, and the rifle drills sharper. The band had a better drum line, better Drum Majors, and the best full rich sound of
John Phillips Sousa in their marches. SMA was unique in its parade schedules since SMA had parades from September until June while
the other Academies mainly had parades only in the spring.

When I think back on those days of moving across the parade ground in various positions and ranks, three parades provide specific
memories. These parades were: the first one I ever marched in, The Sponsor’s Parade my senior year, and the Graduation Parade also
in my senior year. There are fleeting glimpses of other parades I marched in during those four years. When I first was a squad leader and
didn’t have to march behind someone else. When I became a Platoon Sergeant and first got to carry a sword. The first parade when I
was “A” company commander. The first parade after I took over the Battalion (Thanks Charlie!). There was also that one parade that
the powers that be reached down to the bottom of the barrel and assigned me take the Corps down to the parade ground with the band

Where Where Where Where Where  ..Continued on page 15

Cadet Nicely in 1965 Brocky Nicely in 2011

where are they now

Brocky Nicely, SMA ‘65

Brocky left SMA for Murray State University.  His degrees
include A.A.S, B.S, and M.S.  He served his nation as a Military
Policeman in the 77th MPS at the USAREUR Stockade.  After leaving
the military, he began his career as a teacher, working in Technical
Education, At-Risk Leadership, and Peer Counseling.  Brocky
resides in Staunton, Virginia with his wife, Arlene, who is our SMA
“Sergeant Major” and Secretary to the SMA Alumni Association.
Editor’s Note: Brocky also enjoys his duties as curator of our
SMA/VWIL Museum.

Stanley Lezniak, SMA ‘67

Stan left SMA and joined the U.S. Army.  After serving his country,
he began his career in real estate, eventually becoming a real estate
broker.  He is the past president of the Pennsylvania Association of
Realtors (1997) and has been elected to the National Association of
Realtors Hall of Fame.  Stan resides in Media, Pennsylvania with his
wife, Pat.  They have three children and two grandchildren.

Rob Norton, SMA ‘67

After graduating from SMA, Rob attended the University of
Maryland.  Today, he owns and operates radio stations in the
Midwestern portion of the United States.  Rob resides in Iowa City,
Iowa.

Dominick Dalbo, SMA ‘68

Dominick attended Randolph Macon College and graduated with a
B.A. degree in Marketing Management.  He now resides in Cannonsburg,
Pennsylvania and lists his career as “Gun Dealer”.

Dominick Dalbo in 2011Cadet Dalbo in 1968

Rob Norton in 2011Cadet Norton in 1967

Stan Lezniak in 2011Cadet Lezniak in 1967

LifeLifeLifeLifeLife ..Continued on page 12
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playing and the flags flying. But my first, the Sponsor’s, and Graduation all have expanded memories that stick out of the 100 or
so parades that I participated in. The Sponsor’s Parade is mainly memorable because my dearest mother walked beside me in it.
The Graduation Parade sticks in my mind because it was my last parade as a cadet. The first parade I ever marched in is
memorable because of what happened to me during it. The following is the story of me and that parade.

As a Rat in the 2nd Platoon of B Company that fall of 1966, I was a nondescript entity with an acceptable level of proficiency
in the manual of arms. I knew how to look front and had mastered the use of the skipping shuffle to get back into step. I
remember going down the ramp on that Sunday afternoon with the band playing The Washington Post March, which was the
Sousa tune that the band played for the beginning of the parades. After the platoon turned right at the bottom of the ramp, I saw
people in the stands that came to view the parade. I remember a certain sense of pride that I was part of this Corps that these
people had come to watch. I marched a little taller and adjusted my rifle a little straighter as the platoon turned left at the stands
and headed down the field. Everything continued as it had during the practice parades during the past two weeks with perhaps
the exception of my own nervousness of wanting to do a good job and not mess up. Towards the end of the parade though, things
went wrong.

While the Corps was online, maybe during the Officer’s Call, I started feeling lightheaded and sweaty while we were at
attention. The feeling got progressively worse and the next thing I knew I was laying on the ground between the ranks with a
medic splashing water from a canteen in my face. He got me to my feet, helped me to the rear of the formation, and sat me back
down on the grass. After a few minutes, he had me stand up and go to attention while looking at my posture. He felt my knees
and told me that I had fainted because I had locked my legs. He showed me how to slightly bend my legs to keep it from
happening again. That piece of instruction is one of the few instances that I can trace the gaining of knowledge directly to an
individual and an event at SMA.

I was feeling better by then, but watched in horror as the company began to march away for the “Pass in Review”. I got to
my feet to rejoin the ranks, but the medic told me to wait until after the company came back around and started up the ramp to
the asphalt. He left me standing there by myself with only the companionship of the dread of what was to come my way from the
NCOs and Officers of my company. I felt I had ruined the parade for the entire Corps. My pride was gone. I could do nothing but
stand there and watch as my fate marched around the field on its way back to me.

The company began marching past me after completing the “Pass in Review”. I noticed that no one really stared my way.
There was the occasional sideways glance, but for the most part the heads stayed straight ahead. I marched as professionally as
I could towards the company at a slightly faster pace, joined the rear of my squad, and silently fell into step. I again adjusted my
rifle to the proper angle and held myself as straight as possible as we crossed Prospect Street. People were on both sides of the
street smiling and pointing. The little evil voice inside my mind told me that they had all seen me fall and were laughing at me. I
wondered if my parents could make it up from Richmond that evening to remove their disgraced child from the Academy and find
some other place to educate him where he wouldn’t ruin so much for so many. The company continued marching to the drum
beat up onto the Asphalt and then by the cadence of the First Sergeant until it reached its position above South Barracks. When
the order came to go to “Parade Rest”, I made sure that I bent my legs as I had just learned. With all the emotions going through
me at that moment, I didn’t need to faint again. I figured that I was about to get pummeled by fists, rifle butts, and sword edges
until I passed out anyway. The company stood silently while the rest of the Corps returned to their proper places on the Asphalt.

With horns blaring and the drum line beating, the band marched onto the asphalt, halted, and fell quiet. I heard the orders
coming down the line for the companies to be dismissed. We were called to attention and the order “Dismissed” was given. I
waited for the onslaught as the company began to break ranks. To my surprise, the only person that walked up to me and asked
what had happened was the cadet that had been standing next to me. I told him about it and what the medic had said. All he said
was “Oh”, turned, and walked towards the barracks. I saw my squad leader standing and talking to his roommate, who was the
Platoon Sergeant for the second platoon. I thought to myself. “Maybe they want me to fess up to it, maybe it’s a test”. I walked
over to them and came to attention like a good Rat while waiting for them to acknowledge my existence. They finally turned my
way and asked what I wanted. I told my squad leader that I was sorry for ruining the parade for everyone. He just looked at me
and said, “What?” I told him about fainting and what the medic had said. Once again, I waited for the onslaught. All he did was
tell me not to let it happen again and at least I learned something. He turned and walked towards the steps to the barracks. The
Platoon Sergeant just looked at me for a moment and then said, “Those things happen. Go get ready for chow.” Then he headed
towards the barracks. I was left alone standing in the company position.

I learned a several things that day, keeping my knees bent being the least of them. Stuff happens and you have to learn from
your mistakes sums up a lot of it. Good leaders know when the lesson has been learned and when aggressive criticism is not
required. All eyes are not upon you no matter how important you think you are.

One thing I did, during the rest of my career at SMA, was make sure that as I became responsible for training of cadets at
the Academy, I always reminded people to keep their knees bent when at attention.

WhereWhereWhereWhereWhere..Continued on page 14
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VOICES OF THE PAST

A History of the Class of 1906
(First published in 1906 SMA Yearbook)

About the middle of September, on a sunshiny day, we entered the gates of old S.M.A. to begin the life of a cadet.
The time has passed quickly and happily for the most of us since our entrance to this grand old place. It is true that some of

us have fallen by the wayside and left the others to go on alone, and to at last reach the goal for which we have striven so hard.
It is a pleasure now to look backward to the time when we, as “rats”, were placed in the kind and gentle hands of the old boys and
received our share of their gentle correction.

We shall never forget the first two months of our stay. The calls, drills, and recitations seemed numberless, and to us very
confusing, to say the least. But soon, out of the confusion, came order, and we settled down to work in earnest.  We soon had the
pleasure of donning our new uniforms, and were proud to be seen upon the streets wearing the cadet-gray.

These happy months of our first year have gone now, months that we can never recall, and we will always look upon as one
of the pleasantest periods of our lives.

Finally, Commencement drew near, and we saw the Seniors graduate – an honor which we hoped to attain some day in the
future.  When Commencement was over and our drills finished, we disbanded and went to our several homes, which ranged from
Washington to Maine – from New York to Florida.

The summer passed too quickly for us, and once more we assembled within the familiar walls of S.M.A. to continue our
studies as old boys and to have the “rats” turned over to our gentle care – to learn the principles of military drills, and etiquette.

where are they now
John Wendell, SMA ‘63

John attended Fairleigh Dickinson University (Chemistry) and California
State University at Sacramento and graduated with a B.S. degree in
Mechanical Engineering.  He spent 20 months in the U.S. Army (March ’68
to November ’69) in the 4th Infantry Division. In 1970, he began his civilian
career as a Certified Test Engineer, spending nine years as a Quality Assurance
Inspector.  He moved on to Nondestructive Test Engineering (NDE), working
as a radiologist using ultrasound on inanimate objects.  He now resides in
Brooklyn, New York with the “love of his life”, Regina M. Vacarro, MD
(Radiology).  He remembers that his senior year at SMA was tougher than
his freshman year in college… Colonel Brown’s Chemistry class!

George F. Dunigan, SMA ‘64

After graduation from SMA, George attended Marshall
University in West Virginia and earned a B.A. degree.  His career in
public administration culminated with the position of Director of
Government Relations at Ohio University.  He resides in Columbus,
Ohio.

John Wendell in 2011 Cadet Wendell in 1963

George Dunigan in 2011 Cadet Dunigan in 1964
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playing and the flags flying. But my first, the Sponsor’s, and Graduation all have expanded memories that stick out of the 100 or
so parades that I participated in. The Sponsor’s Parade is mainly memorable because my dearest mother walked beside me in it.
The Graduation Parade sticks in my mind because it was my last parade as a cadet. The first parade I ever marched in is
memorable because of what happened to me during it. The following is the story of me and that parade.

As a Rat in the 2nd Platoon of B Company that fall of 1966, I was a nondescript entity with an acceptable level of proficiency
in the manual of arms. I knew how to look front and had mastered the use of the skipping shuffle to get back into step. I
remember going down the ramp on that Sunday afternoon with the band playing The Washington Post March, which was the
Sousa tune that the band played for the beginning of the parades. After the platoon turned right at the bottom of the ramp, I saw
people in the stands that came to view the parade. I remember a certain sense of pride that I was part of this Corps that these
people had come to watch. I marched a little taller and adjusted my rifle a little straighter as the platoon turned left at the stands
and headed down the field. Everything continued as it had during the practice parades during the past two weeks with perhaps
the exception of my own nervousness of wanting to do a good job and not mess up. Towards the end of the parade though, things
went wrong.

While the Corps was online, maybe during the Officer’s Call, I started feeling lightheaded and sweaty while we were at
attention. The feeling got progressively worse and the next thing I knew I was laying on the ground between the ranks with a
medic splashing water from a canteen in my face. He got me to my feet, helped me to the rear of the formation, and sat me back
down on the grass. After a few minutes, he had me stand up and go to attention while looking at my posture. He felt my knees
and told me that I had fainted because I had locked my legs. He showed me how to slightly bend my legs to keep it from
happening again. That piece of instruction is one of the few instances that I can trace the gaining of knowledge directly to an
individual and an event at SMA.

I was feeling better by then, but watched in horror as the company began to march away for the “Pass in Review”. I got to
my feet to rejoin the ranks, but the medic told me to wait until after the company came back around and started up the ramp to
the asphalt. He left me standing there by myself with only the companionship of the dread of what was to come my way from the
NCOs and Officers of my company. I felt I had ruined the parade for the entire Corps. My pride was gone. I could do nothing but
stand there and watch as my fate marched around the field on its way back to me.

The company began marching past me after completing the “Pass in Review”. I noticed that no one really stared my way.
There was the occasional sideways glance, but for the most part the heads stayed straight ahead. I marched as professionally as
I could towards the company at a slightly faster pace, joined the rear of my squad, and silently fell into step. I again adjusted my
rifle to the proper angle and held myself as straight as possible as we crossed Prospect Street. People were on both sides of the
street smiling and pointing. The little evil voice inside my mind told me that they had all seen me fall and were laughing at me. I
wondered if my parents could make it up from Richmond that evening to remove their disgraced child from the Academy and find
some other place to educate him where he wouldn’t ruin so much for so many. The company continued marching to the drum
beat up onto the Asphalt and then by the cadence of the First Sergeant until it reached its position above South Barracks. When
the order came to go to “Parade Rest”, I made sure that I bent my legs as I had just learned. With all the emotions going through
me at that moment, I didn’t need to faint again. I figured that I was about to get pummeled by fists, rifle butts, and sword edges
until I passed out anyway. The company stood silently while the rest of the Corps returned to their proper places on the Asphalt.

With horns blaring and the drum line beating, the band marched onto the asphalt, halted, and fell quiet. I heard the orders
coming down the line for the companies to be dismissed. We were called to attention and the order “Dismissed” was given. I
waited for the onslaught as the company began to break ranks. To my surprise, the only person that walked up to me and asked
what had happened was the cadet that had been standing next to me. I told him about it and what the medic had said. All he said
was “Oh”, turned, and walked towards the barracks. I saw my squad leader standing and talking to his roommate, who was the
Platoon Sergeant for the second platoon. I thought to myself. “Maybe they want me to fess up to it, maybe it’s a test”. I walked
over to them and came to attention like a good Rat while waiting for them to acknowledge my existence. They finally turned my
way and asked what I wanted. I told my squad leader that I was sorry for ruining the parade for everyone. He just looked at me
and said, “What?” I told him about fainting and what the medic had said. Once again, I waited for the onslaught. All he did was
tell me not to let it happen again and at least I learned something. He turned and walked towards the steps to the barracks. The
Platoon Sergeant just looked at me for a moment and then said, “Those things happen. Go get ready for chow.” Then he headed
towards the barracks. I was left alone standing in the company position.

I learned a several things that day, keeping my knees bent being the least of them. Stuff happens and you have to learn from
your mistakes sums up a lot of it. Good leaders know when the lesson has been learned and when aggressive criticism is not
required. All eyes are not upon you no matter how important you think you are.

One thing I did, during the rest of my career at SMA, was make sure that as I became responsible for training of cadets at
the Academy, I always reminded people to keep their knees bent when at attention.

WhereWhereWhereWhereWhere..Continued on page 14

VoiceVoiceVoiceVoiceVoice..Continued on page 20

VOICES OF THE PAST

A History of the Class of 1906
(First published in 1906 SMA Yearbook)

About the middle of September, on a sunshiny day, we entered the gates of old S.M.A. to begin the life of a cadet.
The time has passed quickly and happily for the most of us since our entrance to this grand old place. It is true that some of

us have fallen by the wayside and left the others to go on alone, and to at last reach the goal for which we have striven so hard.
It is a pleasure now to look backward to the time when we, as “rats”, were placed in the kind and gentle hands of the old boys and
received our share of their gentle correction.

We shall never forget the first two months of our stay. The calls, drills, and recitations seemed numberless, and to us very
confusing, to say the least. But soon, out of the confusion, came order, and we settled down to work in earnest.  We soon had the
pleasure of donning our new uniforms, and were proud to be seen upon the streets wearing the cadet-gray.

These happy months of our first year have gone now, months that we can never recall, and we will always look upon as one
of the pleasantest periods of our lives.

Finally, Commencement drew near, and we saw the Seniors graduate – an honor which we hoped to attain some day in the
future.  When Commencement was over and our drills finished, we disbanded and went to our several homes, which ranged from
Washington to Maine – from New York to Florida.

The summer passed too quickly for us, and once more we assembled within the familiar walls of S.M.A. to continue our
studies as old boys and to have the “rats” turned over to our gentle care – to learn the principles of military drills, and etiquette.

where are they now
John Wendell, SMA ‘63

John attended Fairleigh Dickinson University (Chemistry) and California
State University at Sacramento and graduated with a B.S. degree in
Mechanical Engineering.  He spent 20 months in the U.S. Army (March ’68
to November ’69) in the 4th Infantry Division. In 1970, he began his civilian
career as a Certified Test Engineer, spending nine years as a Quality Assurance
Inspector.  He moved on to Nondestructive Test Engineering (NDE), working
as a radiologist using ultrasound on inanimate objects.  He now resides in
Brooklyn, New York with the “love of his life”, Regina M. Vacarro, MD
(Radiology).  He remembers that his senior year at SMA was tougher than
his freshman year in college… Colonel Brown’s Chemistry class!

George F. Dunigan, SMA ‘64

After graduation from SMA, George attended Marshall
University in West Virginia and earned a B.A. degree.  His career in
public administration culminated with the position of Director of
Government Relations at Ohio University.  He resides in Columbus,
Ohio.

John Wendell in 2011 Cadet Wendell in 1963

George Dunigan in 2011 Cadet Dunigan in 1964
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From: Craig Zimmermann
To: smaalumni@msn.com
Subject: SMA visit Date: Mon, 6 Feb 2012

 Arlene and Brocky,
Wanted to say thanks so much for all the information given during our visit to SMA’s museum. Brocky was so informative and

interesting (in addition to just being a real nice guy). Also, finding additional yearbook photos and the transcript of Dad’s time there was
a highlight for sure.

I told my 79 year old Mom about the transcript note “throwing bottles off of Kable Hall” and being “confined” for a period clear
back in 1946! We all had a sentimental laugh about that one.  So you know, Dad turned out alright “in the end” in spite of his bottle
throwing escapade, perhaps in part due to the confinement period - ha ha!   I came back the next morning just to walk around the
campus outside. Took lots of pictures.

Again, thanks for making it so nice!

Conrad C. Zimmermann
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Burdette... Date: Mon, 6 Feb 2012
I was flattered by the article in the December Kablegram. However, there was one big mistake: I enlisted in the United

States Marine Corps in November of 1961, served as a rifleman in the First Marines, was selected to go to the Marine Aviation
Cadet (MARCAD) program where I became a Marine Aviator and an Officer. I was the youngest Second Lieutenant in The
Corps for 2 weeks. I flew fighters in The Corps with a tour in Vietnam. I got out of the Marine Corps in January of 1966 and
started with Northwest Airlines on 1 August 1966. I flew for NWA for over 37 years, retiring at age 60 in December 2003.
During my first year with NWA, I was in a reserve squadron flying the same fighter that I flew on active duty.

It took me 38 years to get a degree in Professional Aeronautics. I finally graduated from college in 1999.  The remainder
of the article was factual.

I just wanted to correct the record.
Lee Ozawa
SMA ‘61

Editor’s note.  My apologies for the inaccuracies, Lee.  Thank you for the real story.

life as a cadet
By Greg Robertson

My Three Favorite Parades
While researching the history of SMA, I had the opportunity to visit several other military academies. I also had the pleasure of

viewing movies of different Corps from various years of SMA and of these other military academies. There can be endless discussions
held between the alumni of SMA and these other Academies concerning which school provided the best education, which school had the
best football team, which school uniforms were the best, or which school attracted the prettiest girlfriends. There is one area that I
purpose there is no room to argue about. SMA had the best marching Corps of Cadets of all of the Academies. The lines were straighter,
the cadets more in step, and the rifle drills sharper. The band had a better drum line, better Drum Majors, and the best full rich sound of
John Phillips Sousa in their marches. SMA was unique in its parade schedules since SMA had parades from September until June while
the other Academies mainly had parades only in the spring.

When I think back on those days of moving across the parade ground in various positions and ranks, three parades provide specific
memories. These parades were: the first one I ever marched in, The Sponsor’s Parade my senior year, and the Graduation Parade also
in my senior year. There are fleeting glimpses of other parades I marched in during those four years. When I first was a squad leader and
didn’t have to march behind someone else. When I became a Platoon Sergeant and first got to carry a sword. The first parade when I
was “A” company commander. The first parade after I took over the Battalion (Thanks Charlie!). There was also that one parade that
the powers that be reached down to the bottom of the barrel and assigned me take the Corps down to the parade ground with the band

Where Where Where Where Where  ..Continued on page 15

Cadet Nicely in 1965 Brocky Nicely in 2011

where are they now

Brocky Nicely, SMA ‘65

Brocky left SMA for Murray State University.  His degrees
include A.A.S, B.S, and M.S.  He served his nation as a Military
Policeman in the 77th MPS at the USAREUR Stockade.  After leaving
the military, he began his career as a teacher, working in Technical
Education, At-Risk Leadership, and Peer Counseling.  Brocky
resides in Staunton, Virginia with his wife, Arlene, who is our SMA
“Sergeant Major” and Secretary to the SMA Alumni Association.
Editor’s Note: Brocky also enjoys his duties as curator of our
SMA/VWIL Museum.

Stanley Lezniak, SMA ‘67

Stan left SMA and joined the U.S. Army.  After serving his country,
he began his career in real estate, eventually becoming a real estate
broker.  He is the past president of the Pennsylvania Association of
Realtors (1997) and has been elected to the National Association of
Realtors Hall of Fame.  Stan resides in Media, Pennsylvania with his
wife, Pat.  They have three children and two grandchildren.

Rob Norton, SMA ‘67

After graduating from SMA, Rob attended the University of
Maryland.  Today, he owns and operates radio stations in the
Midwestern portion of the United States.  Rob resides in Iowa City,
Iowa.

Dominick Dalbo, SMA ‘68

Dominick attended Randolph Macon College and graduated with a
B.A. degree in Marketing Management.  He now resides in Cannonsburg,
Pennsylvania and lists his career as “Gun Dealer”.

Dominick Dalbo in 2011Cadet Dalbo in 1968

Rob Norton in 2011Cadet Norton in 1967

Stan Lezniak in 2011Cadet Lezniak in 1967

LifeLifeLifeLifeLife ..Continued on page 12

LettersLettersLettersLettersLetters.Continued from page 10



—10— —15 —

LETTERS
Hello Mr. Holmes-
THANK YOU for your assistance! I am working on the bio’s of 23 local Georgia guys that were killed in Vietnam, and Daniel Z.
Post, SMA ‘62 is one of the toughest since his family left this part of Georgia for Texas, then sent Daniel to Staunton Military
Academy for high school. When Daniel was killed in Vietnam, he was buried here in Georgia. So, he has no friends or people that
remember him around here and very few family members left. That makes it a little difficult to get info on him. I have found some
Marines that knew him, but I have little before that. That is why I have contacted ya’ll - I appreciate your help a great deal-
THANK YOU!
Steve Quesinberry
email: squiz@numail.org
phone: (770) 253-0569

Editor’s note:  Please help Steve Quisinberry with his search for information.  Anyone who knew Daniel Post can contact Steve, a history
teacher in Georgia, with any story you remember. All we know about Dan is that he went to SMA from 1959 to 1962, and after graduating,
he joined the marines. He was killed in Vietnam in 1966.

Hello Mark, Mon, Jan 23 2012

I e-mailed today (via the Scarpelli Funeral Home’s (Cumberland, MD) website, an obituary for my father, Conrad B. Zimmermann
who attended SMA in 1944, 1945, and 1946 - though you’ll note the obituary says ’43 - ’46. I’m still trying to figure out any years beyond
’44, ’45 and ’46; the three of which I’m certain.

Hopefully the obituary came through to you via the funeral homes “e-mail
obituary” option on their web site. As mentioned in my brief accompanying message with that notification, Dad actually passed

away in June of 2009 (June 8th), but I wanted to have his obituary added to the web site even though it’s been a little while.
I also noted in the other memo that, during some travel, I will be visiting the SMA museum on Sat. Feb. 4th and am looking

forward to it eagerly. We booked a hotel to stay that night in Staunton, so we won’t be too rushed.
I have a number of things from his years at SMA, a 1947 yearbook, some certificates, a cadet belt buckle, etc. and some photos.

When I was about 10 years old we visited SMA and I had a sweatshirt with the logo (long since worn out). There are a few family
photos with me wearing that. I’ll be 50 this summer, so that’s been quite a while ago.

Thanks for your work on the web site - it’s very nice to visit and peruse the data and photos.

Sincerely,
Conrad C. Zimmermann
(Craig)

Editor’s Note: After his visit to the museum, Craig sent the following message to Arlene and Brocky Nicely.
Letters... Continued on page 11

Continued from page 14

where are they now

Jay Nedrey in 2011Cadet Nedrey in 1969

Jay Nedrey, SMA ‘69

Jay attended William and Mary College and graduated with a B.S.
degree in History.  He resides in Aloie, Virginia and states his career has
included night club owner, professional drummer, and entrepreneur.
Editor’s Note: Jay did not mention that he has acted as our Master
of Ceremonies for many of our SMA Reunions.  In my opinion, his
performance has always been outstanding!  For all of our alumni
that have seen him work, I want to say “Thank you, Ned”.  And this
year, tell us about the “Kable Field Incident” back in ’69.

VWIL        NEWS

Decorated Alum Returns as VWIL’s Second-in-Command
2012-01-19

Retired Army Colonel Melissa E. Patrick ’78 is a trailblazer with an impressive resume. And now
she’s back on the Mary Baldwin campus, joining the administrative ranks at the Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership (VWIL) as deputy commandant.

“She’s a breath of fresh air, an answer to a prayer,” said Brig. Gen. Michael Bissell, commandant of cadets.

Patrick is Bissell’s second-in-command, assisting with the regimental side of the corps. She now
supervises academic affairs of the cadets, serving as academic advisor for all first-and second-year
students. Patrick’s responsibilities also include overseeing the corps’ peer-advisor system.

“[VWIL] is a great program. I’m excited to be here and I’m impressed by the quality of students and
cadets we have,” Patrick said.

With a biography that includes several “firsts” as a woman in the military as well as a wealth of
leadership in the civilian world, Patrick will be an impressive role model for VWIL cadets.

She was the first woman selected to participate in the U.S. Army War College Advanced Strategic
Arts Program. She was the first female Military Intelligence officer assigned to a combat arms unit and was among the first women to
earn Master Parachutist wings. After graduating with a master’s degree from Duke University, she became the first female instructor/
assistant professor of military history at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. While serving in Boznia-Herzogovina she became the
first woman in her position to deploy a contingency operation.

After deployments in Germany, Boznia-Herzogovina, Korea, and Afghanistan and service in the states, Patrick retired from active
military service in 2006. She most recently worked for a private contractor at the National Ground Intelligence Center in Charlottesville
where she managed the Anti-armor Analysis Program. Under her watch, program personnel increased from 10 to 31 and included data
collectors deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan.

For her service, Patrick has received several awards and honors including the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, Defense Meritorious
Service Medal, and Meritorious Service Medal.

Patrick was commissioned through Army ROTC in 1978 upon earning her degree in history from Mary Baldwin. She
earned a master’s degree in strategic studies from the U.S. Army War College and a master’s degree in history from Duke
University. Her father, James Patrick, taught chemistry at MBC from the late 1960s until the early 1990s.

“It’s a thrill to be back,” Patrick said. “I grew up here with my father on the faculty. It’s like coming home, like
coming full circle.”

briefly. . .briefly. . .briefly. . .briefly. . .briefly. . .
Who won Honor Company?  The museum has a box of guidon streamers that were awarded at the Sponsor’s Parade, but we don’t have any record of who
won them.  If you know, please send the information to Brocky Nicely at the museum (smaalumni@msn.com).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Who won the Kable Legion of Honor?  The highest award given by Staunton Military Academy was not always awarded, and when it was, it did not always
go the First Captain.  The museum would like to list all of the winners; so please help fill the list.  Contact Brocky at the museum (smaalumni@msn.com) with
any information.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

- VWIL alumni are asked to join the Saturday morning association meeting at the SMA mess hall (10:00 - 11:30).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

- SMA alumni wishing to attend the VWIL Military Ball on Friday night (8:00 - 11:00 pm) should contact General Bissel by March 15th.
( mbissell@mbc.edu)
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VWIL        NEWS
My First View of the War: Caskets

Sherri Sharpe ’99
Major, Army

PSYCHOLOGY

I will never forget where I was on 9/11/01. I was part of a five-
ship nightvision goggle mission at Fort Bragg, NC, supporting sling
load operations for a field artillery unit’s training exercise. We were
slowly waking up from our night operations and packing up to fly
back to

Savannah, GA, that morning. We were staying in a former WWII
barracks and someone had a small television. I was on the phone
with my best friend wishing her a happy birthday when someone
called out the breaking news. Huddled with 25 others around the
12-inch screen, life as I knew it changed forever.

Fort Bragg, like most other military installations, was an “open”
post, meaning there were no gates and civilian and military traffic
flowed freely across the post. Not that day. Immediately, roadblocks
were established and identification checks began across the board.
In the first few days after 9/11, it was fully expected that it might
take as long as two hours to get through the main entrance
checkpoints where cars were searched from trunk to engine. I was

a 1st Lieutenant at the time, and I had never imagined that my military service would take me into a war zone. How things have
changed.

After hours negotiating with the Federal Aviation Administration, and state, local, and federal law enforcement agencies, we
were finally allowed to fly back to our families in Savannah. By October, we had orders to deploy, and on Christmas Day 2001
the first of our planes departed for Pakistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. We spent eight-and-a-half months there,
through some of the darkest days, including Operation Anaconda.

My first view of the war: caskets. I stepped off a C-17 into Jacobabad, Pakistan, just as a Marine Corps unit lined up and I
watched an ambulance back into their midst five times to place on board a single coffin draped with the American flag. It’s an
emotional memory to this day.

Less than four months after our return from Afghanistan, we headed to Kuwait, and eventually into Iraq with the 3rd Infantry
Division as they swept through Baghdad. Our primary mission was to move personnel, equipment, food and water, ammunition, repair
parts, and mail (the best part) to soldiers on the front lines. However, nearly every day ended on a somber note in those early months.
Hospitals operated with generators and inside tents, so they did not have equipment for proper mortuary affairs. We were tasked with
“Hero Missions”: taking part in the chain of custody for American and Allied KIA (Killed in Action) personnel, and moving their bodies
via helicopter back to Kuwait for transport home for burial. As depressing as it sounds, and as horrifying as some of the sights were, that
is the mission in which I am most proud to have served. These were mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, husbands, wives and friends, and
I am proud to have done my part to pay them tribute and see them on their way home. These heroes, who paid the ultimate sacrifice,
paved the way for our freedom from terror. I will be forever grateful to them.

Since the early days, I have lost several friends and acquaintances and have seen two more tours of duty. I write this as I am
in the eighth month of my fourth deployment. During my most recent R&R leave, I visited New York City for the first time and
saw Ground Zero. It is now an area of rebuilding and remembrance for those gone but never forgotten and a testament to the
resilience of the United States.

My unit is responsible for the airfield that will be used to transition aircraft out of Iraq during the upcoming troop withdrawal. To have
been here in the beginning and now be serving during the end of combat operations in Iraq is surreal. May we never forget.

Reprinted with permission from THE LEADER, a publication for alumnae and current students at Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership, Dr. Brenda L. Bryant, editor.

Major Sharpe, VWIL ‘99

reunion news
ALREADY REGISTERED

Here is a list of all the people who have already registered with Arlene Nicely for the reunion.  Please send your paper
work as soon as you can; we would like to avoid the “last minute” registration.

NAME YEAR GUEST STATE
BARKSDALE, ROBERT 75 MIA BARKSDALE VA
BECSEY, LAURENCE S. 63 DEVRA WASSERMAN VA
BISSETT, GEORGE 74 NONE OH
BISSETT, WILLIAM K. “BILL” 74 TRICIA BISSETT NC
BOLLING, LT. GOV. BILL (SPEAKER) JEAN BOLLING VA
BREAM, JACK (JOHN) H. 62 BETSY ELSAS GA
DAVIS, THOMAS A. 62 CONNIE DAVIS VA
HENRY, ALBERT “HARV” 62 NONE VA
HOLMES, BURDETTE W. 62 SUSANN G. REMINGTON MN
HOUSTON, KENNETH C. 62 NONE FL
LAWRENCE, LEE 56 NONE FL
LESNIAK, STANLEY J. 67 PATRICIA LESNIAK PA
LOUISELL, WILLIAM C. 46 NONE VA
NICELY, BROCKY A. 65 ARLENE C. NICELY VA
NORTON, ROB 67 NONE IA
ROBERTSON, GREG 70 NONE NM
SEBRELL, RALPH 45 ANN SEBRELL VA
SMITH, EDMUND A,. 76 NONE GA
REYNOLDS, JOHN S. 50 SHEILA REYNOLDS SC
SPEARS, DAN B. PEGGY SPEARS MD
TEWKSBURY, JOHN H. 52 JOYCE P. TEWKSBURY VA
WILLIAMS, WALTER “RAYNALD” 59 LINDA WILLIAMS LA

briefly. . .briefly. . .briefly. . .briefly. . .briefly. . .
Request for Information.  Recently, Arlene Nicely received an inquiry for information about Daniel Post, SMA ’62.  The request came from Steve
Quesinberry, a history teacher in Georgia, who is compiling the biographies of all the local Georgia boys who gave their lives in Vietnam.  (See Steve’s letter in
the Letters to the Editor section.)  Daniel Post attended SMA from 1959 to 1962; he was killed in Vietnam in 1966.  If you have any stories about Dan Post,
please contact Steve Quesinberry.  (email: squiz@numail.org; phone: (770) 253-0569)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Arlene Nicely is an “Honorary Sister nULL”.  On November 18, 2011 at Kable Courtyard, the VWIL class of 2013 presented our S.M.A. Alumni Secretary,
Arlene Nicely with a framed class picture with an inscription “Honorary Sister nULL, Class of 2013”.  From the 42 original nULLs in 2009, only 14 remain.
They refer to themselves as “The Few.  The Proud.  2013”.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Request for Information.  The museum curator, Brocky Nicely, is compiling a yearbook for the class of ’76.  (The school closed without publishing a yearbook
for the class of ’76.)  Brocky needs your help.  Any lists, stories, pictures would be appreciated.  At this time, we don’t even have a list of seniors!  Please send
any information to Brocky Nicely at the S.M.A. Museum.  P.O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, VA 24402 or email him at smaalumni@msn.com.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fact or Fiction?  Rumor has it that back in 1976, five former S.M.A. cadets who were then enrolled at Fishburne Military, left their barracks on a fine Sunday
afternoon and conducted a mock parade on the abandoned Kable Field.  We would like to know who they were.  Pictures would be nice, if any exist.  Contact
smaalumni@msn.com. BrieflyBrieflyBrieflyBrieflyBriefly ..Continued on page 10



—8— —17 —

VWIL        NEWS

Meet the Cadets
Editor’s Note:  This is the second installment of “Meet the Cadets”.  The first was published in our December 2011 issue.

BRITTANY LEDBETTER, 1st PLATOON COMMANDER

Hi, my name is Brittany Ledbetter, and I am a Senior from Green Cove Springs, Florida.
I am majoring in Business For a Sustainable Future and minoring in Managemant and Leadership
here at Mary Baldwin College. Upon graduation I will commission into the U.S Army as a
Transportation Officer in Marine and Terminal Operations. The various positions I have held as
a Cadet on the regimental side are, ERS and PT Cadre member, Color Guard Corporal, S-2
Sergeant, and this year’s 1st Platoon Commander. On the Class side I have been a member
nULL Conduct Committee and I am currently the nULL Committee Chair. I am looking forward
to another wonderful year.

LEANNE PATTON, 3rd PLATOON SERGEANT

Hi, my name is Leanne Patton. I’m from Fancy Gap, Virginia, and this will be my last
year at Mary Baldwin. I matriculated into VWIL as a transfer student in the Fall of 2009, and
since then I have had the pleasure of holding 1st Cpl and 3rd platoon Sgt positions. I am also a
member of the VWIL Honor Guard and on the briefing team. I am majoring in Studio Art and
double minoring in Education and Leadership Studies; I plan to start my career as an art teacher
after my graduation in May of 2012. 

AMBER PHILLIPS, S-3 OPERATIONS LIEUTENANT

Hi, my name is Amber Phillips, and I am from Churchton, Maryland. Currently, I am
studying combined Sociology Psychology here at Mary Baldwin College. Upon graduation, I
hope to turn my current internship at the U.S. Census Bureau into a full time position and pursue
a Masters Degree in Demographic Sociology from the University of Maryland. As a cadet in
VWIL, I have held the positions of 3rd Platoon Line Corporal, S-3 Operations Sergeant, and
most recently, S-3 Operations Lieutenant. I am looking forward to making memories this year in
VWIL and within the Mary Baldwin College community that will last me a life time.

Leanne Patton

Brittany Ledbetter

Amber Phillips

VWILVWILVWILVWILVWIL..Continued on page 18

LAST NAME: ________________________________FIRST NAME: __________________MIDDLE INITIAL: ____

SMA YEAR: ___________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________

CITY: ______________________________________________ STATE: _______ ZIP: _____________

TEL: (             ) _____________________; Cell (             ) ____________________

EMAIL: _______________________________________________________________________

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER

SPOUSE NAME: _______________________________________________________________

GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________

GUEST NAME: ________________________________________________________________

CHILD NAME: _________________________________________________________________

CHILD NAME: _________________________________________________________________

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION

Deadline is March 17, 2012. Please take the time NOW to complete your registration form. By doing this, you will help us
plan more effectively for a successful SMA Reunion in 2012.
Please note – lodging reservations at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel (or elsewhere) must be made separately.

_____ Weekend x $130/person1 $ __________

_____ Friday Only x $75/person2 $ __________

_____ Saturday Only x $75/person3 $ __________

TOTAL COST: $ __________

PAYMENT

 Check (payable to: SMA Alumni Association, Inc.)

 Credit Card: (can only accept MC/VISA)   MasterCard     VISA

    Card Number: _______________________________________
    Expiration Date: _______________________________________
    Security Code: (CVV2 code on back of card ) _______________________________________

BILLING ADDRESS
Name: (exactly as written on credit card) __________________________________________

Billing Address: (for credit card purchases)

(must be exactly as written on CC billing statement) ______________________________________

______________________________________

________________________ Zip: __________

SIGNATURE

Signature: ______________________________________

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
PO Box 958, Staunton, VA 24402
Tel: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806; FAX: 1-866-950-4452; SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org

SMA Reunion 2012 (30-31 March)
 Registration Form

Please print to fill out this form and mail to address above or FAX to: 1-866-950-4452

1 After March17th, the price increases to $140 for the weekend. Door price will be $150.
2 After March17th, the price increases to $80 for Friday only. Door price will be $90.
3 After March17th, the price increases to $80 for Saturday only. Door price will be $90.
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SCHEDULE of EVENTS

Friday, March 30, 2012 (on former SMA campus)
9:30 - 11:30 am: SMAAA Board of Directors meeting (Mess Hall)

10:00 am - 5:00 pm: SMA/VWIL Museum Open

11:00 am - 3:30 pm: Registration (Mess Hall)

4:00 pm: Memorial Wall Ceremony (outside of the SMA/VWIL Museum)

5:00 pm: Honor Ceremony with Howie Rifles Performance (Kable Hall Courtyard)

6:00 - 8:00 pm: Reception and Dinner (SMA Mess Hall)

8:00 - 11:00 pm: VWIL Military Ball (SJH) (Open to all SMA alumni who wish to attend)

Cost: $15.00/person (not included in SMA Reunion price) paid to VWIL

Dress: Formal, Military or Business

Saturday, March 31, 2012 (on former SMA campus & Stonewall Jackson Hotel)
9:00 am - 4:00 pm: SMA/VWIL Museum Open

9:15 - 9:45 am: Registration for those who have not registered (SMA Mess Hall)

10:00 - 11:30 am: Annual Alumni Membership Meeting (SMA Mess Hall)

10:00 - 11:30 am: Women’s Group “Get Together” (VWIL Room in SMA Mess Hall)

Women’s Group “Get Together” for all wives/guests of Alumni. This is a very informal get
together during the time the alumni will be attending the annual meeting.  VWIL Cadets will
be present to answer questions and give updates on the accomplishments of the VWIL
Program.  Refreshments will be served.

12:00 pm: SMA/VWIL Parade

SMA Alumni will form-up on the asphalt at 11:45 pm to follow the VWIL Corp of Cadets onto
Kable Field.

1:00 - 2:00 pm: VWIL/SMA Lunch (Parade Field)

2:00 - 5:30 pm: Free time for alumni and guests

Visit the museum, connect with former classmates, shop or tour the city.

5:00 - 6:00 pm: Registration for those who have not yet registered (Lobby of SJH)

6:00 - 7:00 pm: Banquet Reception (cash bar) (Lobby of SJH)

7:00 - 10:00 pm: Alumni Banquet......Invited speaker: Virginia Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling (SJH Banquet Room)

10:00 pm: Nostalgia Time

Sunday, April 1, 2012
8:30 am – 12:00 pm: SMA/VWIL Museum Open

VWIL VWIL VWIL VWIL VWIL Continued from page 18
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SAMANTHA SANCHEZ, S-2 SERGEANT & HOWIE RIFLES COMMANDER

Hello, my name is Samantha Sanchez, and I am from Culpeper, Virginia. I am a Junior at Mary
Baldwin College. My major is International Relations and my minor is Leadership Studies. Upon
graduation, I plan on Commissioning in the Army. My time here as a cadet in VWIL has consisted
of my sophomore year as acting Line Corporal and a member of the nCC Board, and now I am
the S-2 Sergeant and a member of nC and the Howie Rifles Drill Team Commander. I have
enjoyed my time here at MBC/VWIL, and I am looking forward to continuing to spread the
word about VWIL and the uniqueness of our Corps. 

JILLIAN STUBBS, EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Hello! My name is Jillian Stubbs, and I am a senior from Angier, NC. Here at MBC, I
am studying Business for a Sustainable Future with minors in Chemistry and Leadership Studies.
Upon graduation, I plan to attend Officer’s Candidate School for the US Navy in hopes of
becoming a Navy Dentist. As a cadet in VWIL, I have held various positions, on the regimental
side: S-2 CPL, SGM, and most recently Executive Officer, while on the class side: ERS, Historical
Committee and Peer Advisor. For Mary Baldwin, I am involved in President’s Society and was
a 2-year Captain for the Soccer team. I am looking forward to another great year here with the
support and motivation from our Staff, SMA Alumni and VWIL Alumna.

ANGELA TAYLOR, S-6 LIEUTENANT (PT)

 

Hello, my name is Angela Taylor. I am from Prince George, Virginia and graduated from
Prince George High School. I am studying Political Science with a minor in Leadership Studies.
Over the past few years I held the positions of First Platoon Corporal, First Platoon Guideon,
and currently S-6 Lieutenant in charge of the physical training program for the Corps. Upon
graduation, I plan to enter the U.S. Coast Guard.

Samantha Sanchez

Jillian Stubbs

Angela Taylor
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kickoff from Fork Union, S.M.A. had slugged down to about the midfield stripe before looking at a fourth
down situation.  There, Lawrence Sharp punted, and the ball was in play from the Fork Union 11.  On the first
play from scrimmage, the S.M.A. defense rushed them so hard that quarterback F. Cobb fumbled in the end
zone, and John Sheehy, 5-11, 201-pound guard, pounced upon it for a Staunton touchdown.  Steadham’s
steady toe booted between the uprights, and Staunton was ahead 7-0.”

A field goal just before halftime by Steadham and a second touchdown, a pass from D’Alessandro to
Steadham, followed by a tough two-point conversion by Bernardo gave S.M.A. all the points they would
need.  The Hilltopper defense held Fork Union scoreless, limiting the Blue Devils to 80 yards rushing and 27
passing.

Vancleave’s article went to state “The S.M.A. coaching staff gave credit to the entire S.M.A. squad for
the victory and the championship.  The hard charging offensive line, featuring John Sheehy and Dave Tedesco

at the guards, Harry Bruckno at center, and tackles Ed Scott and John Wagstaff, was more than a match for an always tough F.U.M.A.
defense, which especially stiffened around the goal line.  Ends Barry Steadham and Lee Johnson also gave good accounts of themselves
on offense, each catching a pass as well as helping the Hilltoppers outcharge their foe.”

Post Season.
S.M.A.’s championship football squad was awarded seven berths on the first and second All-Military teams for the Virginia Military

School League.  Players were selected by the league’s coaches.   On first team was Barry Steadham (end) and John Sheehy (tackle).
Second Team selections included Lee Johnson (end), Bill Clyburn (tackle), Harry Bruckno (center), Dick Turner (halfback), and Bill

Bernardo (halfback).
Coach Dick Steinberg returned to S.M.A. and guided the Hilltoppers to a repeat

performance as Military League Champions in the next school year (’62-’63).  He
continued to work in the football world and moved to the National Football League,
where he started as a scout for the New Orleans Saints.  After a stint with the New
England Patriots, Dick rose to the position of General Manager of the New York Jets,
a post he held until his death.

Editor’s note.  Here’s a little more about the some of the players, courtesy of
Harry Bruckno, starting Center.  Richard Grimstead “pulled a Rudy” as a walk
on at Clemson University.  Today, he is an architect in Virginia Beach.  Sal Garcia
and John Sheehy both went on to play at Virginia Tech.  Sal played Pro football
in the Canada League along with John Stillwagon from AMA.

Continued from page 5

Coach Steinberg addresses the Corps

VWIL.VWIL.VWIL.VWIL.VWIL..Continued from page 19
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KANDI VAUGHN, 3rd PLATOON CAPTAIN

Hello! My name is Kandi Vaughn, and I am a senior from Fancy Gap, Virginia. I am a
Health Care Administration major with an emphasis in Public Health and a minor in Leadership
Studies. Upon graduation, I will commission into the U.S. Army. As a cadet in VWIL, I have
held the positions of 3rd Platoon Line Corporal, 3rd Platoon Sergeant, and 3rd Platoon Captain
on the regimental side and nULL Conduct Council, Peer Advisor, Cadet Conduct Council and
Physical Training Cadre on the class side. For Mary Baldwin, I was on the tennis team, and this
year I am the Vice President of the Health Care Executive Club. I look forward to my senior
year and all that comes with it! 

SHARMEKA WILLIAMS, S-5 (ACADEMIC CAPTAIN)

My name is Sharmeka S. Williams, and I am from South Boston, Virginia. My current
fields of study at Mary Baldwin College include a major in English and minors in Leadership
Studies and Education. Upon graduation, I will take on a career as a teacher in secondary
education. I have held many positions during my time in VWIL including (S-2) Public Affairs
corporal, (S-5) Academic Sergeant, and most recently (S-5)
Academic Captain and Class Congress Chair. I am truly passionate about the Virginia Women’s
Institute for Leadership, and I value the leader that I have become because of it.

AMY WILLIAMSON, COLOR LIEUTENANT

Hello! My name is Amy Williamson, and I am from Charlottesville, Virginia. Here at
Mary Baldwin College, I am studying to earn my Bachelors in Social Work and earn a Spanish
and Leadership studies minor. Upon graduation, I hope to attend Pharmacy school and earn
my Doctorate in Pharmacology. As a cadet in VWIL, I have held the positions of Color Guard
Corporal, Color Sergeant, and most recently Color Lieutenant. I look forward to a great semester,
as I will be studying abroad in Honduras. 

 Amy Williamson

Sharmeka Williams

Kandi Vaughn

Co-captain John Sheehy

Lieutenant Governor Bolling is focused on getting Virginia’s economy
moving again and creating jobs. Governor Bob McDonnell asked
Lieutenant Governor Bolling to serve as Virginia’s Chief Jobs Creation
Officer and made him a member of the Governor’s cabinet. In that
position, Mr. Bolling is responsible for coordinating the state’s economic
development programs across numerous state agencies, and working with
business leaders to identify ways to improve the state’s economy. Prior to
his current office, Mr. Bolling served as a state senator and county
supervisor.

A native of West Virginia who grew up in the coalfields of that state
and Virginia, Lieutenant Governor Bolling was the first person in his family
to graduate from college. In addition to his public life, he is a vice president
at an independent insurance agency. He met his wife of 32 years, Jean
Ann Kincaid, in college. The Bollings have two grown sons.

Virginia Lt. Gov. Bill Bolling (next to left) with his wife,
 Jean Ann, and sons Kevin (left) and Matthew.

reunion news
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more yards.  Dick Turner scampered for five, then seven more, before he was stopped.  Turner’s fine catch of
a pass from “Skip” D’Alessandro was good for another 20 yards and a first down on Hargrave’s 37.  Bernardo
then broke through the line and raced behind good blocking for the TD.  A quick pass from D’Alessandro to
Lee Johnson got the extra two points.

Most of the first three quarters saw both teams handling the ball between the 25 yard lines.  Staunton
was hampered by penalties as well as the muddy field.

Oct. 29 S.M.A.: 33 Greenbrier Military: 6
In late October, S.M.A. faced the previous year’s Military League Champion, Greenbrier Military in a

home game at Kable Field.  Norris Vancleave, Sports Editor of the
Staunton News Leader, reported the pivotal game thusly, “S.M.A. scored on the opening kickoff
(their own) and then rolled to a surprisingly easy, 33-6, whitewash of Greenbrier Military on
Kable Field.  The anticipated battle between the two leading candidates for the Virginias’ Military
League throne simply never happened.  S.M.A. took advantage of a rare break for the first
touchdown…  Barry Steadham gave the pigskin a tremendous boot on the opening kickoff,
slamming it all the way into the Greenbrier end zone.  There, after some hesitation, defensive
back Dennis Melnick landed on it.  The game was not a minute old, and S.M.A. was leading 6-
0. “  For the rest of the game, S.M.A. continued to roll, scoring four more touchdowns, while the
defense led by end Lee Johnson, tackle Billy Clyburn, guard John Sheehy, and guard Lynn Craig
held Greenbrier’s offense to a single score.  That Greenbrier touchdown (on a 35 yard run) was

notable, because it was the ONLY touchdown scored against the S.M.A. defense by any of their Military League opponents all year.

Nov. 4 S.M.A.: 52 Massanutten Military: 0
Kablegram, Fall ’61:  A 51-0 massacre of the Massanutten eleven resulted when the Hilltoppers traveled to Woodstock, Virginia on

November 4th.  At the end of the first quarter, S.M.A. had a 14-0 lead and went on to defeat M.M.A. by a score of 52-0.  Skip
D’Alessandro, who has done an outstanding job at the quarterback position, showed his skill again.  With Skip’s passes and Dick Turner’s
fine running at left halfback, the Hilltoppers brought home their fifth Military League win.

Staunton kicked off, stopped Massanutten on downs, forced them to punt, and then took over on their own 44.  Turner, Bernardo, and
Christman ran the ball to the two yard line.  Turner crashed over for the score, and Barry Steadham kicked the extra point to put S.M.A.
out in front 7-0.  After M.M.A. ran the ball for several plays, the Hilltoppers again started down the field, with Turner taking the ball for
21 yards and a second TD.  Again, Steadham’s kick was good, and S.M.A. led 14-0.  By the end of the first half, SMA possessed a 21-
0 lead.  After two more scores, the third period ended with a safety, when M.M.A. attempted to punt, but the ball was centered over the
kicker’s head and into the end zone.  Dennis, Dwyer, and Brigstock came in as substitutes for the remainder of the game.  Dwyer ran
for a 25 yard TD, and Brigstock made a 21 yard TD, making the final score 52-0.  Staunton has only their Thanksgiving Day game with
Fork Union standing in the way of an undefeated Military League season and the Virginia Military League championship.

Nov. 17 S.M.A.: 28 W&L J.V.’s: 0
Kablegram, Fall ’61:  Staunton Military Academy warmed up for its Thanksgiving Day championship game with Fork Union by

blanking the Washington and Lee Jayvees 28-0 Friday afternoon, November 17 in Lexington. Halfback Dick Turner broke the scoring
ice for the Hilltoppers in the second, when he sped 27 yards on a handoff.  Barry Steadham booted between the uprights, and S.M.A. led
7-0.  Quarterback Skip D’Alessandro passed to end Barry Steadham for a 26-yard touchdown gain in the third.  Steadham again booted
the point after.  In the same period, Linton Christman, fullback, broke through the middle on a 91 yard race for the double stripe.
Steadham’s faithful toe again collected the point.  The Hilltoppers added another counter in the fourth on a one-yard plunge by Christman.
The scoring play was set up by Ron Theiss’s sensation 46 yard return after intercepting a W&L pass on the hosts’ 47.  Charlie Pool did
the kicking chore this time, rounding out a perfect conversion day and a score of 28-0.

Nov. 23 S.M.A.: 18 Fork Union Military: 0
The final game of the season featured the annual “Turkey Bowl” between S.M.A. and Fork Union Military.  Once again, the

powerful Hilltopper defense held a high powered offense scoreless, as S.M.A. sewed up their first Virginia Military League
championship in many years.  Norris Vancleave, the Leader Sports editor summed up the game.  “As occurred in the S.M.A. –
Greenbrier game, the Hilltopper defense racked up their team’s first touchdown in the opening moment.  Having received the opening

TTTTTaps.aps.aps.aps.aps..Continued on page 22

Mr. Alvan Arnall, SMA ‘56
Alvan Arnall passed

away Friday, February 3,
2012.  He was born in
Newnan, Georgia, on
February 24, 1938.  He was
the son of Ellis Gibbs Arnall
and Mildred Slemons
Arnall.

He was a graduate of
Staunton Military
Academy, The University
of the South, where he was

a member of Kappa Alpha Order Fraternity, and the University
of Georgia Law School, where he was a member of the Phi
Delta Phi Legal Fraternity.

Having completed Marine Corps Officer Candidates
School during several summer sessions during college, he
thereafter served three years active duty as an officer in the
U.S. Marine Corps during which time he was twice promoted.
Following Marine Corps service, he engaged in the practice
of corporate law with Arnall Golden Gregory for thirty-two
years, retiring at the end of 1998.

taps

Cadet Arnall in 1956

Action against defending Champions,
 Greenbrier Military

Lee Johnson, End

The restraint which we endured the previous year was somewhat removed, and we entered upon a more agreeable and
dignified life, which none of us found fault with.  Some of our number developed a liking for exercise, and every Monday morning
could be seen walking on the stone wall for three or four hours at a time.

On the 21st of November, 1904, we were awakened by the cry of “Fire!” at about 2 o’clock in the morning, and when morning
broke the buildings of our institution were a mass of dying embers.  We were furloughed until the 4th of January, when we found
ourselves back, though our ranks were greatly thinned.  During our absence a temporary school building had been erected, and we
roomed in houses situated about the town.  The walking from the houses to the school seemed rather hard at first, but after a while
we grew used to it and did not mind it so much.

The time seemed to go as quickly, if not more quickly, than the previous year, and soon summer was at hand again, and after
Commencement and the final drills were over we disbanded once more and returned to our homes.

The middle of September, 1905, found us back again to S.M.A. to begin the last year of our course. It was a keen pleasure to
us to begin the last year at the S.M.A. in our new, handsome, and strictly up-to-date military barracks.  We now had nearly
reached the goal for which we had worked so hard to obtain, and now studied even harder than we had ever done before.

Soon came the Christmas holidays, and most of us returned to our homes to enjoy the two weeks given us before returning to
take up the final struggle during the last six months before graduating. We were full of hopes and fears in thinking whether we
would succeed or not.

The time passes quickly, and soon Commencement is here, and as we walk upon the platform and receive our diplomas, our
minds go back to the time when we entered. We think of the happy years sent at the S.M.A. We cannot help but feel with regret
that it is all over, and we have to leave the place which we have learned to love during the last years.

Now that the diplomas are won, some of us look to college, others to the struggles of life; but, whatever the course pursued,
we feel that the years spent at S.M.A. have not been spent in vain; that the seeds of knowledge and character sown during these
years will bear fruit in the lives of successful men.

VoiceVoiceVoiceVoiceVoice..Continued from page 12
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He was a member of the State Bar of Georgia and had
been a member of the Atlanta and American Bar
Associations.  Mr. Arnall was admitted to practice
before various courts, including the Unites States
Supreme Court.

Having been active as a lawyer in the frozen food
industry, he was a member of the Distinguished Order
of Zerocrats and the Honorable Order of Golden
Penguins.  He was a founding member of the Georgia
Innocence Project and served as chairman of the
Marine Corps Association of Georgia Lawyers.  He
was active with the Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers
Foundation and the Legal Clinic for the Homeless.

He was a member of Trinity Presbyterian Church, an honorary
life member of the Piedmont Driving Club, American Legion
Post 140, the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels, the
Hardeman Province Court of Honor of the Kappa Alpha Order,
and numerous other organizations.

Mr. Arnall is survived by his wife, Carol Lowry Arnall;
daughter, Ashley Arnall Felton; son, Taylor Gibbs Arnall; and
beloved grandchildren, Jackson Taylor Felton, Benjamin Arnall
Felton, and Caroline Delaney Felton.
                        Editor’s note: Mr. Arnall served on the
SMA Alumni Association board several years ago.
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Sept. 28 S.M.A.: 8 Western Maryland Frosh:
Kablegram, Fall of ’61: A fourth quarter, 51-yard run by Bill Braddick, of Ambridge, Pennsylvania,

gave S.M.A.’s Hilltoppers the only touchdown in a clash with Western Maryland’s Frosh in Westminster,
Maryland.  Dick Turner, of Durham, North Carolina, ran across the extra point to round out S.M.A.’s
8-0 margin of victory.  The victory was especially sweet for the Hilltoppers in view of their 6-0 loss to
E. C. Glass High School of Lynchburg in their season opener.  It was a fine defensive show for
Staunton, who twice stopped the hosts cold within their own 15.

S.M.A., with their new head coach, Richard Steinberg, at the helm, showed considerable
offensive punch in the game.  They netted 264 yeards on the ground, and picked off a helpful 50
yards in the air.  All of the successful pass completions (4 of 12) were from quarterback
Mike Corbi to end Barry Steadham.

S.M.A.’s defense staved off two Western Maryland charges.  The first was set up by a
fumbled punt, which was covered on the S.M.A. 11 by Western Maryland.  The hosts hit the line
twice for no gain.  Then, after an incomplete pass, they missed a field goal attempt from 11 yards
out.  The other Western Maryland threat came early in the first quarter, when the hosts blocked an
S.M.A. punt to take over on the Staunton 13.  Two unsuccessful tries at the line and another

incomplete pass left them on the Staunton 15, where they missed another field goal.
Especially outstanding for S.M.A. were the defensive linemen led by John Sheehy and Lynn Craig, the middle linebackers,

and end Lee Johnson.  Other defensive standouts were Tom Brigstock and Sal Garcia, halfbacks.

Oct. 7 S.M.A.: 63 Fishburne Military: 0
After leading 34 – 0 at halftime, the S.M.A. Hilltoppers went on to crush Fishburne Military 63 – 0 in S.M.A.’s first Military

League game.  The hapless Fishburne Caissons were unable to run the ball against the solid S.M.A. defense, settling for a minus
25 yards on the ground.  They did somewhat better in the air, netting 46 passing yards for a net gain of 16 yards over four quarters
of football.  On the other side of the ball, S.M.A. picked up more than 350 yards rushing.  The Hilltoppers scored a total of nine
touchdowns using seven different players: Mike Corbi (3), Skip D’Alessandro, Ron Theiss, Dick Turner, Sal Garcia, Bill Wood,
and Tony D’Iorio.

Oct. 14 S.M.A.: 7 Augusta Military: 0
After a 21 year layoff, S.M.A. and Augusta Military renewed their old football rivalry at the Staunton Fairgrounds athletic

field.  The game was staged for the Police Benefit Fund, with 35 percent of the live
gate going into that fund.  Total paid attendance was over 3,000.  The game was
highly anticipated to be a real thriller, and in that regard, the fans were not disappointed.
The halftime show was highlighted by short routines by two honor drill teams, S.M.A.’s
Howie Rifles and A.M.A.’s Roller Rifles.

According to Sid Finkel, a Leader Sports writer, “S.M.A. pushed across a second
period touchdown and then hung on for dear life as they defeated A.M.A. 7 to 0 in a
thrill packed renewal of their Military League rivalry.  Holding on to their 7 to 0 lead,
the Hilltoppers were able to contain the Blue Streak offense through most of the
second half, but a late A.M.A. drive brought the ball downfield towards the uncrossed
Staunton goal line.  With the clock ticking furiously, the Streaks made their only serious
attempt to get into the scoring column and perhaps pull the game out with a two-point
conversion, but on the three yard line, the Staunton line stopped the attack and preserved
their victory.” When the Hilltoppers took over on downs, there were only ten seconds
remaining on the clock.

Oct. 21 S.M.A.: 8 Hargrave Military: 0
Kablegram, Fall of ’61: The Hilltoppers defeated Hargrave Academy 8 to 0, on October 21, at Chatham, thus taking over first place

in the military league.  Playing on a very muddy field, the Hilltoppers were only able to score 8 points against H.M.A.  The S.M.A.
touchdown march began on their own three yard line.  Lin Christman started the scoring drive with an eight-yard gain.  H.M.A. then
gave the Hilltoppers a free 15 yards because of a penalty against them.  Halfback Billy Bernardo bucked through the defense for five

Co-captain Barry Steadham

Staunton Police Chief Cline “handcuffs”
coaches Steinberg and Ralph prior to the

A.M.A. game.

taps
SFC Francis L. Demory

Sergeant First Class Francis
Lester Demory, 78, husband of
Anna Lee (Ellison) Demory of
1214 Donaghe Street passed
away Thursday, December 8,
2011 in the Shenandoah Hospice
House in Fishersville.

Mr. Demory was born
December 25, 1932 in Jefferson
County, WVA, a son of the late
Garland Lester and Edith Virginia
(Milburn) Demory.

Sgt. Demory retired from the United States Army,
serving in many posts including two tours on the Military
Staff at Staunton Military Academy in the 60’s and 70’s.
Later, in Vietnam, he was awarded the Bronze Star with
Valor for service above and beyond the call of duty. He
retired from Western State Hospital and was a member of
the Cherryvale United Methodist Church, the Elks Lodge
#351, the American Legion and Verona VFW Post #10826.
He was a “Great Dad” and “Grandfather.”

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by
three brothers, John, Marvin and George Demory
and a sister, Emma Shade.  Surviving in addition
to his wife of fifty years are two sons, David L.
Demory and Bryan E. Demory both of Staunton;
a daughter, Brenda D. Law of Staunton; a sister,
Ruby Lewis of Hagerstown, MD; five
grandchildren, Ben Demory, April Strickler and
her husband Brian, Molly Law, Sarah Law and
Jessica Law; a great-grandchild, Reese Strickler
also survives.

Editor’s Note: Sergeant Demory came to all of
our reunions… he will be  missed.

Fouts, Brian A.  (attended SMA in 1963)

Private services were held for
Brian A. Fouts, 64, of Willoughby,
Ohio.  Mr. Fouts passed away at
home on Monday, November 22,
2010, surrounded by his family and
friends.  He was born August 29,
1946 in Lakewood.  Brian
attended Staunton Military
Academy in 1963, as part of
the Junior class.
Brian enjoyed collecting tools,
motorcycles, fixing things, going

to garage sales, and sitting on his porch.  Most of all, he

 Cadet Taylor in 1956

SFC Demory in 1964

enjoyed being with his friends and making people laugh.
He was a member of Palmer-Roberts American Legion
Post 214 in Willoughby.

Mr. Fouts was a self-employed roofing and painting
contractor.  In addition to his beloved wife, Kathy (Braun),
he is survived by his sister, Karen Morrison; stepmother,
Shirley Fouts; brother-in-law, Chuck Braun; father-in-law,
Chuck Braun; and nieces and nephews.

William H. Taylor II, SMA ‘56
William H. Taylor II, 72, of

Lexington, Kentucky and
Sausalito, California, died
Monday, June 13, 2011 at the
University of Kentucky Chandler
Hospital.

Bill was born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania on December 17,
1938, a son of the late W. Howard
Taylor and Ruth Schwender
Taylor of Huntington, West
Virginia.  He attended Marshall
Laboratory School in Huntington

and graduated from Staunton Military
Academy in 1956.  He went to Johns Hopkins
University and received his Ph.D in Solid State
and Material Services, an A.M. in Solid State
Physics and an M.S.E. in Aerospace and
Mechanical Sciences from Princeton University.

He was also a Distinguished Military Graduate
and Corps Commander, R.O.T.C. of the Johns
Hopkins University, followed by two years of active
duty (1964-1966) in the U.S. ARMY, as a 1st

Lieutenant, Ordinance Corps.
Doctor Taylor’s career as a venture capitalist spanned

over 30 years and several successful technology funds in
New York and San Francisco.  At his death, he was the
Managing General Partner of Mountaineer Capital, LP, in
Charleston, West Virginia, a $25 Million Equity Base SBIC
dedicated to supplying venture capital to West Virginia small
businesses.  He served on numerous boards of directors
and held memberships and affiliations with several honorary
and national organizations.

Additionally, he was an owner and the manager of the
W. Howard Taylor Family, Agent LLC, a natural gas
production business in Huntington, West Virginia.

He is survived by his wife, Martha Stump Taylor; his
son, Dr. Craig S. Taylor; his stepson, Dr. James H. Forsythe
(Jennifer); and two stepdaughters, Alison G. Forsythe and
Dr. Ann C. Forsythe; and his brother, Dr. Stephen L. Taylor
(SMA ’63).

Cadet Fouts in 1963
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’61 – ’62, Year of the Champions
Over the years, the Staunton Military
Academy has produced many fine football
teams, but the defensive stalwarts of the
’61-’62 year deserve special notice.  It
started with a new head coach, Dick
Steinberg, who liked to walk around the
practice field in a “T” shirt, even when the
temperatures were in the 30’s.  It started
in August with grueling conditioning
sessions that would produce a fit team, a
team that would “own” the fourth quarter,
because their opponents would be
“gassed”.  It started with a melting pot of
southern boys from Virginia, Georgia, and
the Carolinas melding with those
“Yankees” from Philadelphia.  It started
with E. C. Glass High School in Lynchburg,
Virginia.

Sept. 22 S.M.A.: 0 E.C. Glass High: 6
S.M.A. began its season with a long bus ride to Lynchburg, Virginia to face the “Hilltoppers” of E. C. Glass High School.

The game announcer must have had a difficult job, because the S.M.A. team also answered to the “Hilltopper” nickname.
According to the Staunton News Leader, “Almost 10,000 fans watched the S.M.A. “Hilltoppers” gain more than twice as
many yards as their victorious opponent, but still lose the ball game.  Untimely penalties against S.M.A. in the first half proved
to be a deciding factor.  They were penalized 55 yards as opposed to five yards against Glass in that half.  One of the penalties,
a 15-yard clipping penalty, cost S.M.A. a touchdown on a 46-yard run by Mike Corbi.”

According to Dan Coughlin, sports writer for the News, “A trio of All-Philadelphia 1960 scholastic selections accounted for most
of the S.M.A. attack.  Bullish fullback, 5-9, 175 pounds Butch Christman lugged the leather in Jimmy Brown fashion throughout the
first half through holes half a block wide, smashed open by the second All-Philadelphian, center Harry Bruckno.  The third member of
the 1960 Quaker City All-Stars lured to Dixie by Staunton, quarterback Mike Corbi, was a master at the fake on the belly series and
regularly caught the Glass defense buckling the middle of the line after Christman as Corbi rolled around the ends.”

Editor’s note: The E.C. Glass team went on to win all of their games in 1961, ending the season with a perfect 10-
0 record. Although Glass was undefeated and untied, the Virginia High School League awarded the State Championship
to another school, Highland Springs of Richmond.  To this day, the Glass players refer to themselves as the “Undefeated
Unofficial Virginia State Champions”. And so they should.

Harry Bruckno, starting Center, said that on the bus ride home, the players declared that no one else would score
on them all year.  (If they cannot score on you, they cannot beat you!)  That audacious promise was backed up with a
season-long defensive production rarely seen in high school football.  S.M.A. played eight more games, and seven of
them ended as shutouts.  Seven teams could not score a SINGLE point against the Hilltoppers.  Only the defending
Military League Champions, Greenbrier Military, was able to cross the Hilltopper goal line, and that was in a game
that S.M.A. won 33-6.  At the season’s end, S.M.A. scored over 200 points against their rivals, while giving up only 12.
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Lt. Col. Grant Waple, SMA ‘66

Lt. Col. Grant Waple, 65, of
Frederisksburg died Thursday,
August 18, 2011.  Mr. Waple was
a graduate of Staunton Military
Academy.  He received his
bachelor’s degree from York
College and his master’s from
George Mason University.  He also
graduated
f r o m
Northern
Vi rg i n i a
Community

College with a nursing degree.

Mr. Waple was a member of
the American Legion and the
National Rifle Association.

Survivors include his
companion, Diane Armstrong;
brother, the Rev. Gary Waple,
SMA ’66,  and wife Carol; nephew
Jonathan Waple; and grandnephew Jackson.

Editor’s note: Lt. Col. Waple and his twin brother,
Gary, graduated together in 1966.

Conrad B. “Connie” Zimmermann

Frostburg, MD –
Conrad B. “Connie”
Zimmermann, of
Frostburg, MD died
Monday June 8, 2009.
Born in Cumberland on
July 1, 1931, he was the
son of the late Dr.
Charles C. and Emma (Whitlock)
Zimmermann.  He was also
preceded in death by his favorite
uncle, Phil “Bub” Zimmermann.

Conrad attended Staunton
Military Academy from 1943 to

1946 and graduated from Allegany High School in 1949.
He served in the U.S. Armed Forces during the Korean
Conflict.  He graduated from Shepherd College in 1958,
where he received his Bachelors Degree in Economics.

Cadet Grant Waple in
1966

Grant Waple at
2011 Reunion

Cadet Zimmermann
 in 1946

Conrad Zimmermann
in 2009

Conrad was particularly interested in sports and music,
and as a young man, he played basketball for the DeMolay
in the church League and was on the Staunton Junior School
Swim Team.  He followed University of Maryland
basketball during days of Coach Lefty Dresell and star
player, John Lucas.

John worked for Allegany Health department as an
Environmental Sanitarian from 1967 to 1992 and was
Assistant Director of the Environmental Health Program.
For an interim service of three years, he was the head of
the Air Quality Control for the state of Maryland Bureau
of Air Quality.  He was appointed to the State of Maryland
Environmental Health Directors Board for a term of four
years.

In 1962, he and his wife opened the West Side Sunshine
Center Laundry and Dry Cleaning business introducing the
process of bulk dry cleaning in this area.  They also owned
and operated the LaVale Plaza
Laundry.

Mr. Zimmermann was a
fifty-six year, life member of
the Cumberland and Oakland
Elks and a twenty-two year
member of the Proctor Kildow
Oakland American Legion,
where he enjoyed participating
in activities such as the summer
chicken BBQ’s and steak
feeds.  He was a 32nd degree
Mason and a member of the

Ali Ghan Shrine in
Cumberland.
Editor’s note: Conrad’s son recently visited the
“Hill”, and he sent us a nice email.
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QUAN. ITEM  EACH TOTAL

—23—

_____ Baseball Caps ........................................................... $7.00
Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”
Blue with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00
Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering
                               “Staunton Military Academy”
T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................... $7.00
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield) ....................... $7.00
_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidered SMA Shoulder Patch on sleeve) .......... $18.00
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $20.00
_____ Black: (with full color hat sheild patch) ................... $20.00

T-Shirts:  M-3X - Long sleeve
_____ Gold: (with full color hat sheild patch) .................... $25.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X
_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield Patch) ............. $17.00
_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $17.00
_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts:   M-3X
_____ Solid White or Blue with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield ... $39.00
_____ Solid Black with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield ........ $39.00
_____ Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering
“Staunton Military Academy” ................................. $20.00

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X
_____ Navy Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

(3)-2XL (1)XL -  ONLY SIZES LEFT .................... $50.00
_____ Gold with Full color Hat Shield ................................ $75.00
_____ Black with Full Color Hat Shield Patch .................... $75.00
_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield ........................... $39.00
_____ Small cooler bright yellow w/black trim: full color

Hat Shield Patch on front ......................................... $24.00
_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $30.00
_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $35.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)
_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50
_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00
_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00
_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $10.00
_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $5.00
_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $10.00
_____ License Plate Holder: Plastic with lettering

“Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association” in gold ................ $10.00
_____ DVD Disc:”A History of the Staunton Military Academy”

Produced and Directed  by Greg Robertson SMA ’70
_____ ................................................................................... $20.00
_____ CD: A collection of items related to the history of SMA

contains ADS (1884-1930) catalogs, panorama of campus &
Corp of Cadets, postcards, and 16 Yearbooks including the
first(1906) and last printed (1975) ......................... $20.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.
Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are
subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:
    $00.00 to $30.00 ................................................................ $0011.00
    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $013.15
    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $015.15

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Credit card orders can be pro-
cessed by using the form on page 28.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________Total:

CADET STOREreflections from the hill
Hello again, Fellow Alums:

I can’t believe it is almost time for
another reunion. I am especially excited
about this one, because it is the first joint
reunion with VWIL alumnae. We have a little
different schedule for the weekend but I
think all of you will enjoy the events that
are planned.

I can’t thank the Board of Directors
enough for all the hard work they have put

in to make all this possible. And I would like to especially thank Arlene and
Brocky Nicely for all they do every day to keep all of us up to speed and
all the help they do to keep the museum alive and well. We would not be
alive without them.

Everyone needs to get there reservations in ASAP because rooms at
the Stonewall Jackson are filling up fast. Also please get your registration
and fees in for weekend events so we have good head counts for all the
meals. Please refer to our web site for all the details for reunion weekend.

We need to make a concerted effort to get some of the Old Boys that
have not been to a reunion before to “get off their butts” and show up this
year. All of us that come year to year know how much fun it is to see all
of our classmates and friends from years past. The Reunion Committee
and I would love to have the challenge of finding enough seats for our
dinners and events for all the cadets returning to the Hill. So please:
Everyone call your old classmates and get them motivated. We are a dying
breed and we need to stay in touch with as many alumni as we can.

That leads me into our Legacy Fund drive. We have had a slow start
to collections but it is stating to gain momentum. As of early January we
were up to $75,000 collected. It is starting to move and we really need to
dig a little for the longevity of our association and also to help The VWIL
program when we can. Our fund in no way will replace the funding VWIL
has received from the Commonwealth of Virginia in the past, but we can
help with some small expenses like parades in New York City, where the
VWIL Color Guard proudly carries the SMA flag. I was in the SMA Color
Guard and can really appreciate the thought of our flag still flying high 35
years after our school closed.  The Legacy Fund will also be one of our
last big fund raising events. After we meet our goal we hope to be a self-
sustaining organization. Please try to help us get to the $500,000 goal.

I wanted to make a note also about some of the hardships the VWIL
program is going through. Just recently there have been articles in the
local newspaper on the possibility of the state phasing out its funding
away from the program. I believe we will have some of those articles on
our web site so please stay posted. If you are a Virginia resident it is
important to keep up with what your state is doing and talk to or email
your elected representatives and tell them how important the VWIL program
is to you.  All the more reason to get to the reunion and find out what we
all can do to help!

I look forward to seeing all of you at the end of March and once again
bring back many memories from our years on the Hill.

See you then…

Bill Bissett, SMA ‘74
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Staunton Military Academy
Foundation, Inc.
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309 / (800) 627-5806
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

Please fill out this form and mail it to above or fax it to:  (866)-950-4452.
SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.SMA Alumni Association, Inc.     (payable to: SMA Alumni Association, Inc.)
•  Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: Annual Membership Dues: ($60.00 per year, 1 September through 31 August) $___________
      If you are paying for multiple years, please indicate below which years (past/present/future).

SMA Legacy Fund Contribution:SMA Legacy Fund Contribution:SMA Legacy Fund Contribution:SMA Legacy Fund Contribution:SMA Legacy Fund Contribution: $___________
•  The Legacy Fund is endowment fund intended to perpetuate our SMA Legacy, as the number of our alumni
decline.

SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.SMA Foundation, Inc.     (payable to: SMA Foundation, Inc.)
•  SMA Foundation Contribution:SMA Foundation Contribution:SMA Foundation Contribution:SMA Foundation Contribution:SMA Foundation Contribution: $___________
      Tax deductible donations are used to fund the Kablegram, SMA-VWIL Museum, reunions, related expenses.

•  SMA-SMA-SMA-SMA-SMA-VWIL Initiative FVWIL Initiative FVWIL Initiative FVWIL Initiative FVWIL Initiative Fundundundundund $___________
      Tax deductible donations are given to VWIL for discretionary utilization.

•  SMA Leadership Scholarship FundSMA Leadership Scholarship FundSMA Leadership Scholarship FundSMA Leadership Scholarship FundSMA Leadership Scholarship Fund $___________
      Tax deductible donations are used to fund the annual SMA Alumni Association Leadership Scholarship.

•  SMA Special Donation:SMA Special Donation:SMA Special Donation:SMA Special Donation:SMA Special Donation: $___________
      Tax deductible donations are used as specified by the donor, such as the Howie Rifles, VWIL Band, etc.

Total:  $___________
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Billing Address:
(exactly as written on CC billing statement)

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

____________________  Zip: _____________

PAYMENT
• Check (please see above for correct “payable to”)

• Credit Card (can only accept MC/Visa)   Master Card       Visa

     Card Number: __________________

     Expiration Date: __________________

     Security Code: (CCV2 code on back of card) __________________

Name: (exactly as written on credit card)  _________________________

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________

Email Address: ___________________@________________

Signature: _____________________________________

Dates: March 30-31, 2012
Location: “The Hill,” Staunton, Virginia

Our next reunion will be a joint SMA & VWIL Reunion with many coordinated events on The Hill.
There are several good reasons for coordinating our reunions. Some important events that are

attended by both sets of alumni can be combined. Coordinating our reunions will allow the maximum
number of VWIL cadets to participate in a combined SMA/VWIL alumni parade on Friday afternoon.
By scheduling our reunions together, both alumni associations can avoid competing with the Mary
Baldwin College reunion, which means more facilities will be available for the VWIL and SMA events.
Lastly, VWIL’s gala affair is on Friday night, and ours is on Saturday night; so there will be little or no
conflict. Over the years, as our SMA alumni numbers go down and VWIL alumni numbers go up,
coordinating the reunions makes sense.

SMA Registration form and a Schedule of Events are available online at the SMA Alumni
Association website (sma-alumni.org/reunion.htm) and in this issue of the Kablegram.  Please note,

there are a limited block of rooms at the SJH and SMA Reunion registration prices due increase after the March 17th deadline.  Save yourself some
money and register early - it really does help Arlene and makes things go more smoothly. We do accept credit cards now!!!

Stonewall Jackson Hotel and Conference Center 
24 South Market Street   Staunton VA  24401

540.245.8206 direct  |  540.885.4848 main  |  540.885.4840  fax   www.stonewalljacksonhotel.com

~ Sponsor a VWIL Cadet ~
We are seeking SMA alumni that would like to sponsor a VWIL cadet at our reunion banquet dinner on Saturday night. This

provides a great opportunity to meet and talk these fine young ladies and future leaders. The cost is $50 per cadet. If you can
sponsor one (or more than one), it would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Arlene at the SMAAA Office:

Phone: 540-885-1309  Toll Free: 1-800-627-5806  Fax: 1-866-950-4452  Email: smaoffice@sma-alumni.org  

Reunion 2012 Register NOW

Stonewall Jackson Hotel
Reunion Headquarters

Virginia Lieutenant Governor to address alumni at SMA banquet
Virginia Lieutenant Governor Bill Bolling has agreed to serve as the keynote

speaker at the SMA Alumni Annual Banquet on Saturday March 31st at the Stonewall
Jackson Hotel.

Reelected to office in 2010 with 57 percent of the vote, Mr. Bolling is serving
his second term as lieutenant governor. He also is an announced candidate for
Governor of Virginia in 2013.

In the Commonwealth, the Lieutenant Governor presides over the Virginia
Senate. Since the chamber is evenly divided between Democrats and Republicans,
Mr. Bolling has been called on at least ten times during the current legislative session
to break a tie on issues ranging from voting to eminent domain to drug screening of
some welfare recipients. For example on Feb. 17th he broke a 20-20 tie to back
tax credits for corporations that contribute to scholarships for low- and middle-
income students to attend private schools.
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