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Make room reservations now:

Call the Holiday Inn Golf and

Conference Center at

 (540) 248-6020 or use the

SMA Alumni Association

websiteEditor’s Note:  Many of SMA’s graduates have distinguished themselves, but

only a very few have climbed as high as Medal of Honor Winner David S.

McCampbell, SMA ’28.

Captain David S. McCampbell was born in Bessemer, Alabama in 1910 and

grew up in West Palm Beach, Florida. He attended Staunton Military Academy

in Virginia and Georgia Tech before being appointed to the U.S. Naval Academy at

Annapolis. There he was a champion swimmer and diver, graduating with a degree

in marine engineering in 1933. After serving in the Naval Reserve for a year, he was

transferred to the U.S. Navy where he served aboard various ships. After a year of

flight training, he served as a pilot and a landing signal officer until he was promoted

to Lt. Commander while he served as an instructor of Landing Signal Officers. By

August of 1943, the war was heating up and McCampbell’s experience was needed

to command fighter squadrons. In Feb. of 1944, he assumed command of Air

Group Fifteen and was headed to war aboard the USS Essex later that spring.

McCampbell was given command of the entire Essex air group – bombers, fighters,

and torpedo planes. At 34, McCampbell would lead his “Fabled Fifteen” on a

historic run, becoming one of the most highly decorated air groups of the war.
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SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. MEMBERSHIP DUES Amount enclosed: $_______________
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• Dues are not tax deductible. Please make checks payable to: SMA Alumni Association.
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s

ACE OF ACES
Ace of Aces David S. McCampbell

Ace of Aces David S. McCampbell
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John C. “Jack” Hildebrand, SMA ‘72
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_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00

Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Hat Shield

Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering

                               “Staunton Military Academy”

T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................. $10.00

_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield) ..................... $15.00

_____ Gray: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidery on sleeve) .................................................. $20.00

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidery on sleeve) .............................................. $20.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Silk Screened Gold Hat Shield) .................. $15.00

_____ Blue: (Embroidered Gold Hat Shield) ..................... $25.00

_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $25.00

_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts: $35.00  M-3X

White with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield

Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X

Gold w/fleece lining: Embroidered blue Hat Shield on Front

Navy Blue w/fleece lining: Embroidered blue Hat Shield on Front

_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover: ...... $35.00  M-3X

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Old Boys Buckle (silver) .......................................... $20.00

_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $25.00

_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $25.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)

_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50

_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00

_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00

_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $10.00

_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $8.00

_____ Mug: Gray w/South Barracks in blue ......................... $2.50

_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $18.00

_____ Artist Sketch: 17X7 1/4:  South Barracks, Administration Building,

Mess Hall, Kable Hall, North Barracks ...................... $5.00

_____ Artist Sketch: 14X9:  Memorial Hall, Kable Hall, North Barracks

(Approach from Prospect Drive) ............................... $5.00

_____ License Plate Sign (White w/ “SMA ALUMNI” in blue) . $10.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.

Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are

subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:

    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................. $008.75

    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $010.95

    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $012.95

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Currently, credit card orders can-
not be accepted by the Cadet Store.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

CADET STORE
Harry Bruckno

President, SMA Alumni Association

For many of us who graduated from SMA, the Hill (as we are so

proud to call it) represents a time and a place that still looms large in

our hearts and minds.  While we were on the Hill, we had many dreams

that were creative and fanciful, even preposterous, but which were

entirely within our reach at that moment.  Many of those dreams are

now just memories of the past, and yet for some of us, they are still

hopes for the future.

Those days on the hill now belong to the time of our dreams,

to recall and smile over or to think wistfully about. They are souvenirs

of things we achieved: the honor roll, scoring a point, or even having a

game deciding clipping penalty called against you.

Being part of the SMA Corps on a Sunday afternoon was

special, when the town’s people and your friends came to the parade

grounds to watch and share those dreams with you. Though dormant

now, our dreams reawaken at every reunion.

Those dreams and the actual reality of our lives, both good

and bad, bring smiles to our faces and tears to our hearts at every

reunion.  One cannot help but be touched by the memories. The dreams

helped us become what we are today, and when reawakened, they

inspire us to aspire to new heights. I have learned that a tackle, once

missed, is gone forever.  It will never be replayed.  Therefore, we

should always try to move forward with determination and sincerity,

holding our dreams closely. Never lose sight of those dreams… cherish

them, and retain them always.

Come back to the HILL, dream, and remember AGAIN.

Bruck ‘62  
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CORRECTION

by the Editor

In the last issue, we incorrectly stated that Admiral Jeffrey

Metzel graduated with the SMA Class of 1947.  He actually

graduated from Staunton Military Academy in 1943.

Several “Old Boys” from SMA ’47 informed us that Admiral

Metzel did not graduate with them, and furthermore, the

uniform worn by Cadet Metzel (in the Kablegram photo)

was not even in the SMA inventory in 1947.  My apologies

are extended to the Admiral and to the members of the Class

of ’47.  I mistakenly used Admiral Metzel’s year of

graduation from the United States Naval Academy, when I

wrote the introductory paragraph.
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Briefly…taps
Register for the 2010 Reunion!

The dates are set.  The rooms are ready.  All we need is the registration.

The Reunion Headquarters will be the Holiday Inn Golf and Conference Center.  The dates are April 9th, 10th, and 11th (Friday,

Saturday, Sunday).  Registration forms are available in this issue and online at the SMA Alumni Association website (sma-

alumni.org).  Please fill out the registration form, and send it to Arlene Nicely at the SMA Alumni Association, PO Box 958,

Staunton, VA 24402.  (Don’t forget the check!)

2010 Reunion News! “Duke” Myers to lead Friday’s Parade and Chuck Pfarrer, SMA ’75, is the Guest Speaker

for Saturday night’s Banquet.

W. Duke Myers, our First Captain in 1960, will return to the hill and lead the parade of “Old Boys” on Friday afternoon, April

9th.  Form up at 3:30 p.m. on the asphalt, and be ready to look GOOD.

Chuck Pfarrer, Class of 1975, has agreed to be our guest speaker for the reunion banquet Saturday night. Chuck has excelled

as a Navy SEAL, movie playwright, and book author. His bio can be found at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chuck_Pfarrer.

SMA Message Board.

For those of you that have not gone to the SMA Message Board on our SMA Alumni Association website, give it a try!  The

Message Boards address is “sma-aa.proboards82.com”, or you can just go to the SMA Alumni Association website (sma-

alumni.org) and click the “Message Board” button on the top of the page.  Either way, you will find an informative conversation

between your classmates and friends.

Send us brief biographies for “where they are now”.

In this issue, you will find a biography by W. Scott Bauman, SMA ’49, telling us where he is now and what he has done since

leaving SMA.  Please send us your story!  The articles should be short, and pictures are always welcome.  Send your article

and photograph to Kablegram@sma-alumni.org or by regular mail to SMA Alumni Association, P.O. Box 958, Woodrum Station,

Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958.

Again in this Issue: Life of a Cadet.

We all remember humorous tales from our days in SMA.  Most are too lengthy to retell in a letter to the editor; so we have a

column, titled “Life of a Cadet”.  The first two stories were provided by a man who has immersed himself in SMA history, Greg

Robertson, SMA ’70.  In the November issue, he related a tale of an unofficial combat patrol to Fort Defiance on the eve of the

SMA/AMA football game in 1966.  In this issue, he tells us of a late night visit to the mess-hall (more like breaking and entry).  If

you like the column, send us your stories, and we will print them in “Life of a Cadet”.   (kablegram@sma-alumni.org)

TAPSTAPSTAPSTAPSTAPS..Continued from page 17

Apollo programs for the National Aeronautics and Space

Agency. At the end of 1960, he became the western area

supervisor for NASA’s manned space flight program. After

he retired from the NASA program, he joined his extended

family in Charlottesville and worked at the University of

Virginia’s Office of Sponsored Programs until full

retirement. Over the years these commitments brought

him numerous awards, including a presidential award for

support of minority small businesses.

During his life, Steve was a pilot, expert marksman,

marathon runner, history buff, amateur boxer, advocate

for minorities, and had a deep love of classical music,

ballet and literature. He was known to his family, friends

and colleagues for his integrity, humor and good nature.

He will be deeply missed.

===============================================================

Alfred R Palluzzi, SMA ’48.

“Alfred R. Palluzzi passed away November

17th, 2009. He always talked highly and fondly

of his days at Staunton Military Academy. When

I was younger, he proudly took our family there

to “show off” his Staunton. Thank you.” (This

notice was sent to the SMA website by his

daughter, Valerie Palluzzi.)

===============================================================

M. Brooke Tyler Jr., SMA ’32.

M. Brooke Tyler, Jr., passed

away July 6 at his home surrounded

by his family. He was predeceased by

his wife, Bessie (Knowlton) Tyler, ten

days earlier on June 26, 2009.  Mr.

Tyler was born in Quincy, Mass., to

the late M. Brooke Sr. and Pauline B.

(Wright) Tyler. He attended school in

Longmeadow and Technical High

School in Springfield, Mass., for two years. He then

attended Stanton Military Academy in Stanton, Va.,

graduating in 1932. He graduated from University of

Miami in 1937. While there, he was manager of the Miami

Hurricanes football team.

When he returned home, Tyler joined his father in the

then M.B. Tyler Tractor Company, which later became

Tyler Equipment Corp. He worked there as president,

CEO and at the time of his death, chairman of the board.

Mr. Tyler lived in East Longmeadow for 70 years and

spent his summers at his home in Groton Long Point,

Conn. He was a communicant of St. Patrick’s Church,

Springfield. He is survived by his two sons, M. Brooke

III and his wife Rita, and William and his wife Jane; three

grandchildren, Kelly and Shawn Tyler and M. Brooke

Tyler IV and his wife Meri Lee; by his great-grandson,

M. Brooke “Ben” Tyler V and by his sister, Fern Rizzo of

Naples, Fla. He was predeceased by his three brothers,

Theodore, Wallace and Grant Tyler.

===============================================================

David Anthony Warnick, SMA ’71, died in 1998

from lung cancer.

===============================================================

Mark Alan Westbrook, SMA ’67 - ’70

Mark Alan Westbrook died in July of 2007.

Mark attended Staunton Military Academy

Junior School for two years and then the upper

school in Charlie Company. Due to a change in

guardianship he was unable to return to SMA

for his Junior and Senior years, something that he

always regretted.

He worked for the Police Departments in

Southern Pines and Pinehurst NC before moving to

the Sheriff’s department in Moore County, where he

eventually became Emergency Services Director for the

county.  After government service he became a very

successful businessman who owned some of the most

popular bars and restaurants in the Southern Pines area.

He was a big community booster and raised hundreds

of thousands of dollars for charity.

He was a big man with an even bigger heart. In

testimony, over 1,000 people attended his funeral which

had to be held at the regional high school as it was the

only place big enough to hold the crowd.  He is missed.

(Submitted by his brother, Don Westbrook, SMA ‘69)

Name:________________________________________ SMA Class Year:____________

Address:______________________________________ City:______________________State_______ZIP:__________

Telephone:(________)_____________________________  E-mail:_____________________________________________

Mail this order form and your check (payable to SMA Alumni Association) to:
P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station • Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

The purchase of individually inscribed commemorative bricks is a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni, former faculty
members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes and SMA friends and supporters. The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks. Each 4” x 8” brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with
a tax-deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

Order your “Walk of Honor” bricks today!

Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print) Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of
20 characters per line). Punctuation marks count as
characters. If multiple bricks are being purchased,
please make copies of this form to submit orders
for the additional bricks.

Line 1:__________________________________________

Line 2:__________________________________________

Line 3:__________________________________________
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During their tour approximately seven months and more than

20,000 hours of operations, the group would destroy more

enemy planes (318 airborne and 348 on the ground), and

sink more enemy ships than any other air group in the pacific

war.

Through it all, McCampbell became the top U.S.

Navy fighter pilot ever, earning

the nickname “Ace of Aces”

while winning numerous Navy

Awards including the Navy

Cross, the Silver Star, the Legion

of Merit, the Distinguished Flying

Cross with two gold stars, and

the Air Medal with one gold star.

McCampbell earned his fame

and ultimately the Medal of Honor

for what occurred during two

major air-sea battles. His

unparalleled achievements were

noted in his Medal of Honor

Citation which reads:

“For conspicuous gallantry

and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond

the call of duty as commander, Air Group 15, during

combat against enemy Japanese aerial forces in the first

and second battles of the Philippine Sea. An inspiring

leader, fighting boldly in the face of terrific odds, Comdr.

McCampbell led his fighter planes against a force of 80

Japanese carrier-based aircraft bearing down on our

fleet on 19 June 1944. Striking fiercely in valiant defense

of our surface force, he personally destroyed 7 hostile

planes during this single engagement in which the

outnumbering attack force was utterly routed and

virtually annihilated. During a major fleet engagement

with the enemy on 24 October, Comdr. McCampbell,

assisted by but one plane, intercepted and daringly

attacked a formation of 60 hostile land-based aircraft

approaching our forces. Fighting desperately but with

superb skill against such overwhelming airpower, he shot

down 9 Japanese planes and, completely disorganizing

the enemy group, forced the remainder to abandon the

attack before a single aircraft could reach the fleet. His

great personal valor and indomitable spirit of aggression

under extremely perilous combat conditions reflect the

highest credit upon Comdr. McCampbell and the U.S.

Naval Service.”

During that intense seven month period,

McCampbell destroyed 34 airborne planes, the greatest

Ace of Aces taps

TAPS continued next page

number of enemy planes ever shot down by an American

pilot during a single tour of combat duty. He also destroyed

20 planes on the ground and became the top scoring Naval

fighter pilot of WWII. Later enshrined in the National Aviation

Hall of Fame, his peers called him a “ferocious pilot” who

was “absolutely fearless.” Today, he is still the Navy’s top

ace and fourth-leading ace

overall, behind three Army Air

Force pilots. McCampbell’s nine

kills in 90 minutes, during the

second battle, set a record in

aerial warfare history for a single

mission that is believed to stand

today.

After the war,

McCampbell held numerous

positions of significance,

including executive officer of the

USS Franklin D. Roosevelt,

command of the USS Severn

and carrier Bon Homme Richard, and a stint

as plans division chief of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff. He retired from active duty in 1964 and died in 1996

at age 86. In 2000, the U.S. Navy christened one of its

newest Arleigh Burke class guided-missile destroyers the

USS McCampbell in honor of the famed “Ace of Aces”.

Reproduced from The Winter Edition of KA Journals,

2008 of the Kappa Alpha Order. For further information

and many very good pictures, go the SMA Alumni

Association website by loading web address: http://

www.sma-alumni.org/navyace.htm

McCampbell flew an F6F Hellcat

McCampbell (DDG-85)

TAPSTAPSTAPSTAPSTAPS..Continued from page 16

Associate Editor Nancy Smith, who was Anderson’s

city editor during his tenure at The News, said, “Bob worked

very hard to make the transition from radio to newsprint. His

knowledge of the community, in particular, was an asset to

the newsroom, because he was always willing to share it

with our young staff.”

Anderson graduated from Staunton Military

Academy in Staunton, Virginia, in 1947. He attended

West Virginia University and the University of Pittsburgh.

He served in the Army.  (This notice was sent to us by

William Anderson, SMA ’50.  It was first printed in

the Local section of The News in September, 2001.)

===============================================================

John Roberts Boswell, SMA ‘44

John Roberts Boswell, SMA ’44 was

erroneously reported as Killed In Action during

World War II.  In fact, John was

seriously wounded near Bitburg, Germany in

1944. His wounds were severe - throat and right

hand - but he went on to medical school and retired

as an MD in 1984.  John passed away on

December 3, 2007 in Prescott, Arizona.  Editor’s

note: Our apologies to the family and friends

of John Roberts Boswell.  This correction came

to us courtesy of John’s nephew, Robert L. Boswell,

SMA ’61.

===============================================================

Ben C. Buette, SMA ’75

Ben C. Buette, SMA ‘75, passed away in 2005 in

Boulder, CO.  Reported by Ed Newbegin, SMA ’75,

Class Coordinator for Reunion 2010.  He was

informed by Ben’s sister-in-law, Jennifer Buette,

after extensive searching on the Internet.

===============================================================

Mark L. Deck, SMA ’75.

Mark was killed on Feb 27, 1989 during a training

exercise while serving in the Navy. He died in Norfolk,

VA. (Reported by Ed Newbegin, SMA ’75, who was

informed by Scott Groseclose, SMA ’75, who

learned it from Mark’s father.)

Steve Ellis, SMA ’70.

Steve passed away on June 3, 2006. (Reported by

Greg Robertson)

===============================================================

Preston Charles Hull Jr., SMA ’47.

Preston C Hull Jr, passed away October 16th,

2009. Press graduated with the class of 1947. He

resided for the last number of years in St. Augustine,

Florida with his wife Phyllis. They had been married for

52 years. Press was very active in Boy Scouts and

Young Life of St. Augustine as a Scout Master and

Leader. We will miss him. (Reported by Richard C

Hull, SMA ’49)

===============================================================

Murdo L. Macleay, SMA ’54. (83 Whiteville

Road, Cartersville, VA 23027)

Murdo L. Macleay passed away on

December 25th, 2007. (Sent to SMA website

by his  wife, Joanne L. Macleay)

=====================================

Stephen D. Morton, SMA ‘46

Stephen D. Morton, 81, of Charlottesville, Virginia,

died on Sunday, December 13, 2009,

in the presence of his family.  Steve was

born in Oak Hill, West Virginia, on

September 17, 1928, the son of

Stephen D. Morton, Sr. and Mae

Elizabeth O’Neal Morton.

Steve’s deepest happiness in life

was his relationship with Nell Henley

Morton, his beloved wife of over 60

years. He is also survived by his

daughter and son-in-law, Cherri and Bob Marvin; his

grandson, Stephen; his granddaughter, Amy and her

husband, Ralf Mann; and his six great-grandchildren, Gina,

Nick, Sofie, Marcus, Alexandra and Nathan.

He attended Staunton Military Academy and the

University of West Virginia. After serving in the Air Force,

he worked at Bendix and Allied Signal for 34 years on the

global radar tracking systems of the Mercury, Gemini and
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Editor’s note: Hunter Henry, SMA ’49, is one of our strongest supporters.  Recently, his beloved wife passed away, and

the Board of Directors wrote to Hunter expressing their sympathy and asking if there were a special organization to which

donations could be made in his wife’s memory.  Here is Hunter’s response.

Arlene,

On behalf of my family, I want to thank you for your sympathy re my wife’s passing.  She was dedicated to getting a Parish

Fellowship Hall moving towards construction, and we just signed the papers with the contractors last week…. So a contribution

in her name for the Parish Hall construction would be a perfect way to honor her.  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 1326,

San Marcos, TX 78667, in the name of Lilalee Harlow Henry.

Hunter Henry, SMA ‘49

=============================================================================================

To former SMA Cadets,

I am sending this e mail to all of you for some help. I am trying to get as many members

of the VMSL Championship Track Team of 1969 and the SMA VMSL and Private Schools

State Championship Cross Country Team to the April, 2010 SMA Reunion here in Staunton (It

has been 40 years). I am now on the sunny side of 70 and would love to see you fine young men

once again, even though we are not that young now. If any of you know of any cadets that were

JV or Varsity members of these two teams please send me their e mail addresses so that I can

contact them. My communication information is below:

Address:  Edward (Ned) M. Bonfoey, Jr.

                14 Waverley Green

                Staunton, VA 24401

E Mail:  n.bonfoey@verizon.net

Home Phone:  540-886-3652

Cell: 540-255-9000

I am looking forward to seeing

as many of you as possible.

Coach B

P.S. I have attached a picture at SMA.....was I ever that young!!

Also another picture of my wife, Brenda, and me last year.

Letters to the editor

Continued on page 6

Ned Bonfoey in the

classroom at SMA.

=============================================================================================

To the Editor,

What an exceptional Kablegram this month with Admiral Jeffrey Metzel, SMA ‘43.  The new addition with BG Mike Bissell’s

comments was a good addition.
 

Robert Strocksy, SMA ‘63 was a US Naval Academy grad and also in the Navy subs.  My classmate, Joseph Daniel Gorman,

SMA ‘61, got an appointment after two years at Washington and Lee and was in the same class as Strocksy at Annapolis.  He was

a ship commander and has retired from a research lab in Eighty Four, PA.  They did not know each other at Annapolis, because of

the organization of the companies in the Naval quarters at Annapolis.  Rob has retired to New Bern, NC with his wife and a sail

Ned Bonfoey with his wife, Brenda (taken in 2008).
Robert “Bob” Anderson, SMA ’47.

Longtime Treasure Coast radio announcer and

newsman Robert “Bob” Anderson, known for his booming

voice and dry wit, died Wednesday, September 26th, 2001,

after a long bout with cancer. He was 73. Anderson

worked in radio for 40 years – half of that time on the

Treasure Coast. His local radio stops were WMCF,

WHLG, and WSTU. He also briefly worked as a reporter

at The Stuart News.

“He had a very distinctive, old-line radio voice from the

past, as from the ‘40s, ‘50s, and ‘60s – a big, bold voice,”

Barry Grant, owner of WSTU, recalled. Anderson came

to Stuart in the mid-1970s, working first as a news director

at Stuart-based WMCF, the forerunner to WZZR (92.7

FM). Before moving to Florida, he worked for many years

at NBC station WHK in Cleveland.

“He was one of the first in this area to use sound

bites,” said Tom Teter, WSTU’s news director.  “Bob

was responsible for taping 10 years of Martin County

and South Fork high school football games, which I still

have,” Teter said. He was a reporter for The Stuart News

for a year and a half.

VWIL        NEWS

Warming up in staging area. Marching to the review stand.

Corps Staff and Color Guard lead the way. Eyes Right!

TAPS continued on page 17

VWILVWILVWILVWILVWIL..Continued from page 15
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Letters to the editor

boat docked at his house in Fairfield Harbor. I have only recently met Rob and do not know him very well.  John Nolde remembers

him and had lost track of Rob.

I am sorry that Davis (SMA ’46) Hunt’s brother,  Alexander T. Hunt, Jr., SMA ’48, Ruston, LA, missed his SMA 50th Reunion.  His

telephone number in my SMA directory is 318-255-4397 and his address is P.O. Box 1263 with a zip code of 71273. 
 
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas...

TDH,

Dick Staunch, SMA ‘61
 
=============================================================================================

Editor’s Note: The Board of Directors received this thank you note from Susannah Seith Via, the Donor Relations

Coordinator at Mary Baldwin College.
 
Dear Sirs, January 6, 2010

Thank you so much for your generous gift in the amount of $10,000.00 to Mary Baldwin College Annual for the Virginia

Women’s Institute for Leadership, Cadet Life Fund.  This generous gift will enhance this wonderful program.

Happy New Year from the entire Mary Baldwin community!  We are excited to begin 2010 and look forward to many

wonderful opportunities and events this spring.  As always, we continue to celebrate our students, and we are very grateful for the

generous support of donors like you.  It is the power of your commitment that helps to make a difference at MBC!
 
Best Regards,

Susannah Seith Via

Donor Relations Coordinator

=============================================================================================

To the Editor: January 11, 2010

Happy New Year!  The last Kablegram (November, 2009) had a question mark appended to Doug Marsh’s graduation year.  Doug

got his diploma at mid-year, in January 1958.  Reading of his untimely departure prompted the “Taps” article enclosed.

Good wishes for the year ahead.  (Is this year the 150th anniversary of SMA’s founding?)
 
Sincerely

Jim Lowe

SMA ’51 – ‘58
 
Editor’s Note:  Jim’s article about TAPS is reprinted in this issue of the Kablegram.  In answer to his question about 2010

being the 150th anniversary of SMA’s founding, I believe he is correct.  As a Junior School rat in 1956, I was taught that

SMA was founded in 1860, and I’m not going to change my opinion now.  See you at the reunion!

=============================================================================================

To the SMA alumni, November 24th, 2009

Hi there… Rob Norton here. Just checking in on a few things…

1.) my new email is rob@kzia.com and

2.) (of course) the number Nedry gave me for Harry Bruckno is wrong.

We have been working (I should say talking) about a drum and bugle corps reunion next year.  I wanted to get some kind of notice

in the Kablegram. Can you point me in the right direction?

Thanks,

Rob Norton, ‘67

Continued from page 5

VWIL        NEWS

VWIL in Governor’s Inaugural Parade

(by BG Mike Bissell)

Governor’s Review, Richmond, VA, January 16, 2010

The Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) was invited to participate in the Governor’s Inaugural Parade in

Richmond on 16 January 2010.  There were only 37 organizations in the State of Virginia invited to participate in this special

parade.  It was particularly significant for the cadets to have the opportunity to march in such a parade, since they only occur

every four years.  VWIL was among very distinguished groups, such as the James Madison University marching band and the

Highty-Tighties from VPI. 

The Corps of Cadets left on buses early Saturday morning to

arrive in the staging area in Richmond by 10 a.m.  Lunch meals

were served by the Governor’s Parade committee and the parade

began at 1 p.m.  The parade was relatively short, but performed

for over five-thousand guests in the reviewing stand, which included

all of the state senators and congressional representatives. 

Approximately 130 cadets were involved in the parade, and they

will remember it for years to come.  They represented Mary Baldwin

College very well, and many accolades were received from friends,

family, and the Governor’s Inaugural Committee.  The next big event

for the Corps will be their participation in the New York City St.

Patrick’s Day parade on 17 March.

Getting off the bus in Richmond.
VWIL Continued next page
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articles
THE EISENHOWER ADMINISTRATION: Mellow Man in Charge

Reprinted from Time Magazine, this article was originally published on Monday, Oct. 06, 1958.

For the first time in Dwight Eisenhower’s years in office, the White House last

week was headed for a new pace and temper in its vital inner workings. Five days after

flinty New Hampshireman Sherman Adams took to television (surprising some viewers

with his warmth) to announce his retirement as the President’s chief of staff, the President

named Adams’ successor: Alabama’s Wilton Burton Persons, 62, Adams’ admiring

but totally dissimilar deputy. With Persons in charge, said a White House wag, the

difference would be like that between hard cider and mellow bourbon.

Where Adams is brusque and businesslike, Persons is completely amiable, can

always find time for the human touch. Where Adams—by virtue of his four years in the

New Hampshire Statehouse —is “Governor” to all but a few close associates, Persons

is “Jerry” to nearly all Washington, “Burt” to his family, and “Slick” to old Army friends.

(There is a dispute about whether the “Slick” came from the stuff he put on his hair or

from the smooth way he handled Congressmen as an Army legislative liaison man.)

Where Adams was President Eisenhower’s closest professional colleague, Major General Wilton Persons, U.S.A.

(ret.), is one of General Dwight Eisenhower’s oldest, best friends.

Irreplaceable. One of five sons of a Montgomery druggist, Jerry Persons won an engineering degree at Alabama

Polytechnic Institute (’16), served as a coast artillery captain in France during World War I, stayed in the Army while

studying business administration at Harvard, and wound up as a congressional liaison man in the War Department. There,

in the early 1930s, he met and became a favorite companion of Major Dwight Eisenhower, working just down the

corridor in the office of Chief of Staff Douglas Mac-Arthur. In 1938 Persons breezed through the Army’s Command and

General Staff School. During World War II, he moved up to major general, was the Army’s top lobbyist on Capitol Hill,

did his job so well that Chief of Staff George Marshall refused Ike’s request for Persons’ services during the North

African campaign. “There are few men in the Army I consider irreplaceable,” said Marshall, “and Persons is one of

them.”

Retiring from the Army in 1949, Jerry Persons became superintendent of Virginia’s Staunton Military Academy,

enjoyed watching his cadets grow up “like a damned fine garden.” But in 1951 Ike called again; Persons went to France

as liaison man at Supreme Allied headquarters, became the go-between for General Eisenhower and the scores of

political emissaries urging Ike to run for President. Named White House congressional representative by President

Eisenhower in 1953, Persons worked skillfully at a job that concerned him with everything, from the “control of the

tsetse fly to foreign aid.” Occasionally criticized for his soft-shoe approach (e.g., he urged the President to avoid a public

squabble with Joe McCarthy), Persons nonetheless won many a legislator over to the Administration side on such bills as

this year’s four-year extension of reciprocal trade.

Reorganized. Where Adams had only one deputy—Persons—Staff Chief Jerry Persons will have three. Oklahoma

City Publisher Bryce Harlow, 42, previously Persons’ Capitol Hill assistant, becomes Deputy Assistant to the President

for Congressional Affairs; former Chicago Alderman and Republican Mayoralty Candidate Robert Merriam, 40, becomes

Deputy Assistant for Interdepartmental Affairs; a third deputy, still to be named, will act as Persons’ immediate assistant.

Leading prospect: Treasury Undersecretary Fred Scribner of Maine.

The White House denied that such changes added up to a staff “reorganization.” But with the new faces, and with

amiable Jerry Persons replacing stern Sherman Adams, one White House era has surely ended and another begun.

articlesarticlesarticlesarticlesarticles ..Continued on page 8

Senior Class Advisor for the “Old Boys” of 1960

The Class of 1960 was fortunate to have Captain Dennis G. Case as their advisor.  Over the years, Dennis has provided

sound, reasonable advice to countless young men and women, and the “Old boys” of the Kablegram are proud to have

been so blessed.

        Captain Dennis G. Case

Who’s Already Registered for the Reunion?

NAME YEAR GUEST STATE

BOND, STEVE 61 NONE MD

CLEMSON, CLAUDE LARRY 61 NONE MD

MYERS, DUKE W. 60 GAYLE MYERS TX

NEWBEGIN, ED 75 NONE CA

OZAWA, LELAND K. 61 JUANITA F. OZAWA NV

PARRINO, ROBERT 75 NONE TX

BROWN, PETER 66 NONE NY

LAWRENCE, LEE 56 NONE FL

MAY, JAMES C. 64 LINDA R. MAY NC

PAYETTE, JOHN J. JR. 50 BECKY PAYETTE VA

ROBERTSON, GREGORY P. 70 NONE NM

ROGERS, NEIL J. 69 NONE OH

ROTHS, ROBERT R. 70 JUDY ROTHS MD

STATHIS, LOUIS C. 70 NONE VA

TAYLOR, LESLIE (LES) 66 NONE MD

WESTBROOK, DONALD L. 69 KATHRYN WESTBROOK MD

WILLIAMS, RAYNALD 59 LINDA WILLIAMS LA

WORSKY, ALAN 65 GAIL DESANDIS VA

HOLMES, BURDETTE 62 NONE MN

At the moment, this list isn’t very long.  Now is the time to fill out the registration form found in this issue and mail it to

Arlene Nicely at the SMA Alumni Association, PO Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, VA 24402.

reunion 2010
ReunionReunionReunionReunionReunion..Continued from page 13



—8—

articles-continued

ArticlesArticlesArticlesArticlesArticles ..Continued on page 9

Continued ofrom page 8 The Meaning of Taps
By Jim Lowe, SMA ‘58

“Taps” is the word atop a column I read this morning in an alumni newsletter that arrived from Virginia yesterday. The

article, apparently reprinted from a months-old newspaper began: “A private service for Douglas Marsh will be held

May 17. Marsh died May 8, 2009 in a local hospital. He was born to John S. Marsh and Flavia Seith in Cleveland, Ohio,

on Dec. 2, 1939. He attended Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, Virginia, and then went to Libya with his father

to explore for oil for the Libyan government.”

Doug and I were buglers at SMA and, with fellow bandsmen, alternated sounding Taps at 10 p.m. each night. To us

boys, that bugle call signified simply “lights out,” time for sleep in preparation for another day of classes, drill, sports and

study. Oh yes, and those three squares in the 1905 Mess Hall. (“Soupy,” the bugle call for chow formations, was a

widely appreciated sound.)

Doug graduated at mid-year, in January 1958, upon which I assumed his position as bugle commander. I recall him

as affable and easy to get along with. Academically, we were a half-year apart, and I remember Doug best from our

musical association. He was a decorated veteran of both Army and Navy and served in Vietnam. He was buried with

military honors in Vermont – his final Taps.

We are nearing Taps for the year 2009, and in a fortnight will put the old year to bed, not with the haunting beauty of

that melody, but with a rousing chorus of “Auld lang syne” ushering in the teens of this young century. Then, an appropriate

call on the morning of January 1 would be Reveille – Wake up! For 2010 will indeed be a year in which to be entirely

awake to the incredible economic and other policy problems we face. Whatever one’s political persuasion, it should be

clear that participation in the process of electing senators and representatives of character and responsiveness to their

constituencies is vital.

Finally, an etymological note on Taps… The word originates with the suds. In England of yore, the cry “Taps!” would

go up in a manner echoing today’s “Last Call!” To the soldiers in a pub, “Taps!” had stern significance – it reminded him

that there was now just enough time to report back to barracks without being late.

The English word comes from the German Zapf, which developed beyond the beer hall into an entire parade-ground

ceremony called Zapfenstreich (striking of the taps). The rough equivalent of a British tattoo or American retreat parade,

the German version includes a religious hymn. Ich bete an die Macht der Liebe, der sich in Jesu offenbart immediately

preceding the national anthem, and to boot, the ceremony is done by torchlight.

To us, today, the most common association with the word Taps if probably funeral or memorial.

Taps signified to us as youngsters at military school a simple “Lights out” and time to go to sleep, Today I think of it

in connection with Doug Marsh and everyone who has fallen asleep in the Lord – the time for rest from earthly labor, and

to begin an eternity of service to God in that celestial realm to which our Lord ascended and where He has prepared for

us a place.

Journey toward the top more important than summit
Editor’s Note: This interview with Robin Myers, SMA ’63, was printed by Barb Berggoetz in the Indianapolis Star.

Since the mid-1970s, I’ve had an interest in mind-body-spirit connections. When I was a minister in Atlanta, Ga., I started

a “joggers’ Mass.” Runners came to the service in running clothes, and we’d run afterward and eat a healthy breakfast.

I have run the New York Marathon and half-marathons, backpacked and whitewater-rafted. I’ve always been in youth

ministries and doing physical activities with youth, including expeditions with the Outward Bound organization.

After getting injured and missing an expedition, I sought something else to do for my 65th birthday. I had retired from full-

time ministry at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. A congregation member, Ace Yakey, who has climbed some of the world’s tallest

mountains, encouraged me to try climbing Mount Rainier, a 14,411-foot peak near Seattle. He became my mentor, and Traci

Sutton was my trainer at the Jordan YMCA. I researched mountain-climbing workouts in Backpacker magazine and other

sources. We winnowed down an age-appropriate workout.

reunion 2010

Are You Coming to Your 50th?

Digging through an old Shrapnel, we were able to find pictures of some of the “Old Boys” from the class of

1960 who may be planning to attend their 50th reunion this April.

Class Officers

The class officers from the Class of 1960 were

President: R. Bradley Bethel, Vice-President: Robert E.

Lee, Secretary: William R. Shylock, Treasurer: David E.

Feagans, and Sergeant-at-Arms: W. Duke Myers.

Battle Group Staff

The Battle Group Staff consisted of W. Duke Myers, the Battle

Group Commander; David E. Feagans, Executive Officer; Frank

C. Lepore, Adjutant; P. Dwight Pavlovsky, S-2; John N. Campbell,

S-3; Darrell F. Humphrey, S-4; and Richard D. Parson, Sergeant

Major.

Bethel, Lee, Shylock, and Myers

Feagans, Lepore, Pavlovsky, Campbell, Humphrey, Parson, Myers

ReunionReunionReunionReunionReunion ..Continued on page 14
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life as a cadet

ArticlesArticlesArticlesArticlesArticles ..Continued from page 8

articles-continued

In the mornings, I did yoga, using a Rodney Yee DVD, five days a week. My wife, Evelyn, and I worked out together some

days at the YMCA for about 1 1/
2
 hours three times a week. I built up to an hour each on the Stairmaster, the EFX Cross

Trainer and a recumbent bike. I also did weight training and core exercises.

But I began to feel pain in my left heel. So I used a soft brace and did physical therapy from March to June, along with my

workouts, though I had to do non-weight-bearing exercises. From April through August, I backpacked in Arden Hills and then

in Holliday Park, going from a 15-pound pack to a 50-pound pack.

Last December, my youngest son, Gary, who lives in California, agreed to climb Mount Rainier with me. We arranged to

climb on Labor Day weekend. After renting gear and meeting our climbing team and guides, we climbed in light rain to Paradise

Point and back to show we had the necessary climbing skills.

Unfortunately, the weather worsened the next day to a steady rain, and the report from Camp Muir, our next stop, included

3-foot snowdrifts and more falling snow. I was working on moving past the disappointment of not being able to attempt to

summit.

As we climbed, my heart rate increased to the low 150s, and I knew I had to lower it. So, I prayed the Holy Eucharist, and

my heart rate dropped to the low 130s. But the steady rain changed to sleet with 40- to 50-mph winds and turned to driving

snow with visibility of 25 feet. At 7,200 feet, it was clear that the weather wouldn’t let me enjoy the climb, so I descended with

another group. Gary and the rest of my group went back at 8,500 feet.

Now, I’m planning to climb 14,179-foot Mount Shasta in California next spring. First, I’ll get tests to make sure I’m in

shape. I’ve also gotten a six-month DVD program for training for Mount Rainier and other high peaks.

If all goes well, I’d like to try to get back to Mount Rainier in late July.

By Greg Robertson, SMA ‘70

This is my story about how I almost got caught breaking into the mess hall nine days before graduation.  I had broken into the mess hall
several times during my senior year. I don’t remember who it was that told me how to do it, but someone told me about the unlocked window
in the back next to the emergency exit stairs. All you had to do was go up the outside stairs, snake along the ledge, open the first window, and
climb in. Whether that is how everyone did it, I don’t know, but that was the way I was told you could do it.

Nine days before graduation in 1970, I offered to show Charlie Dickson of my staff how to break in. I figured it was a sort of
passing along the secrets to the next class kind of thing. We left South Barracks at night during study time and headed to the back of
the mess hall. I climbed up, opened the window, and went on in with Charlie following and closing the window behind us. We made
our way down into the basement storerooms for some packaged sweet rolls. Charlie got his box and started up the narrow staircase.
I was just picking up my box of goodies when I looked up through the windows at the top of the basement inner wall. There was a
cadet with the white belt of a guard looking down into the window. I dropped everything and climbed over Charlie on the stairway,
saying “@&!*, Charlie! We’re caught!” We ran through the mess hall back to our entry window and looking outside. There was the
OIC (an instructor) and about 5 guards standing below with flashlights looking at the point of entry. We then ran down back down into
the main part of the mess hall.

I quickly checked the Athletic Offices door, but it was locked. I thought about climbing into the ice cream freezer to hide until they
were gone, but dismissed that quickly for some reason. Then all of the military escape and evasion training I had gotten over the last
four years kicked in. (God Bless Gibby!) I figured that the last place anyone would expect us to go out would be the front doors. I told
Charlie to look out the windows toward the asphalt on the left side of the main doors while I checked the windows on the right. The
asphalt was empty! The front way was clear! We crashed through the locked  front doors and out we went.

As we got to the top of the mess hall entry stairs, I grabbed Charlie’s arm and pulled him up the stairs heading towards the
infirmary. We walked into the infirmary and I said to Nurse Driver, “Could I get some aspirin? I’ve got a really bad headache.” She
gave me the aspirin, I took them and we walked out. We were probably in the infirmary for about three minutes or so. We then went

Life as a CadetLife as a CadetLife as a CadetLife as a CadetLife as a Cadet ..Continued on page 10

Dates of Future Reunions
The SMA Alumni Association has determined the following dates for

our next three reunions.

2011:  April 29, 30, and May 1

2012:  April 13, 14, and 15

2013:  April 5, 6, and 7.

These dates are solid; mark your calendars now.
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calmly down the stairway on the south end of the building and started walking towards South Barracks. A guard came running up to
us from behind and yelled “Halt!”  When he recognized me, he said, “Oh, It’s you Col. Robertson. I was sent to get you and Col.
Heinz by the OIC. Someone broke into the Mess hall.” I turned to Charlie and said “Sergeant Dickson - go inform Col. Heinz and ask
him to join us at the Mess Hall.” Charlie saluted, said “Yes Sir” and took off while I went back to the “scene of the crime” with the
guard.

The OIC and most of the guard force were standing in front of the wide open Mess Hall entry doors looking in. The OIC said “No
reason to search in there, they’re long gone.” I asked “Any idea who it was?” The OIC said no - only that the guard that had seen us
in through the window said there was a tall one and a short one. (I was 5’9" and Charlie was 6’ something). Then, we all just headed
away while the OIC locked the Mess Hall doors. Charlie told me later the next day the guard that had approached us had asked him
“Was it you and Col. Robertson that broke into the Mess Hall last night?” Charlie got out of it without lying by saying with a satirical
tone, “Yea –right. A Battalion Commander broke into the Mess Hall! Give me a break!” He said the guard just shrugged and said
“OK. You’re right. That doesn’t make sense.” I wonder if that guard ever learned the truth?

Years later at a reunion, I saw Charlie and he started ragging on me about me costing him a company commander slot the next year
and him only getting a 2nd Lt. slot. He said at the beginning of the next term, Col. Moon came up to him and told him not to break into
the Mess Hall again like he did with Robertson the year before. Charlie did not ask him how he knew and just let it drop, feeling lucky
that nothing else would happen to him because of it. Later during that reunion I searched out Col. Moon and asked him how he found
out about Charlie and me. It seems that he was walking down a hallway in his quarters in the old Junior School and happened to glance
out a window that faced the Mess Hall. He saw a figure going into the window, called the OIC, and that started the search. He then
said the next day he was handed a note by Mr. Collins. It was from Nurse Driver and said “The two cadets that broke into the Mess
Hall were Robertson and Dickson”.  I never asked him why he did not do anything when he found out. Maybe he didn’t want to bust
another officer that year or maybe do it so close to graduation. There had already been a lot of officers busted that year.

CadetCadetCadetCadetCadet..Continued from page 9

life as a cadet

then and now
W. Scott Bauman, SMA ‘49

W. Scott Bauman, Professor of Finance Emeritus, is a financial consultant, has served as

president, director, trustee, research scholar, and consultant to numerous professional

organizations, research foundation, and publics agencies.  Previously, he was Executive Director

and Trustee of The Institute of Chartered Financial Analysts and the Research Foundation of

the CFA Institute, tenured Professor and Chair of the Departments of Finance at the University

of Oregon and Northern Illinois University.

He was an investment research analyst at Wells Fargo Bank in San Francisco, a broker at

UBS, Inc., and a Captain in the U.S. Air Force.  He also served as a tenured Professor at the

University of Virginia (Darden Graduate School of Business) and as a faculty member at Georgia

State University, London City University Business School, National University of Singapore,

and the University of Toledo.

He is an author of over 100 articles, monographs, handbook chapters, and books disseminated nationally, in Europe, and

Asia, published by McGraw-Hill, Dow Jones-Irwin, and a dozen leading journals of finance.  He is recognized as the 62nd most

prolific author among 11,475 writers in 16 core finance journals, as cited in the Journal of Finance Literature, Winter 2005

issue.

Scott graduated from Staunton Military Academy in 1949.  He received his BBA and MBA degrees from the University

of Michigan, his doctor’s degree from Indiana University, and his Chartered Financial Analyst professional designation from the

CFA Insitute.

Editor’s note: Scott enjoys reading the Kablegram, and we enjoy printing the life stories of the “Old Boys”.

Please make your check payable to “SMA Alumni Association” and mail this form and your check to:

SMA Alumni Association
P.O. Box 958 Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

PLEASE PRINT!

LAST NAME: _________________________________________

FIRST NAME: _________________MIDDLE INITIAL: ________

SMA YEAR: __________________________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________

CITY: ________________________________________________

STATE: ________________ ZIP: _________________________

TEL: (                ) _______________________________________

EMAIL: ______________________________________________

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER

SPOUSE’S NAME: ____________________________________

GUEST’S NAME: ______________________________________

GUEST’S NAME: ______________________________________

CHILD’S NAME: ______________________________________

CHILD’S NAME: ______________________________________

SMA 2010 REUNION
ADVANCE REGISTRATION

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION

Please take the time NOW to complete your registration form and
mail it, with your check, to the SMA Alumni Association. By doing
so,you will help us plan more effectively for a successful reunion in
2010.

_____ (Weekend) x $125.00/person ........................ $ ________

_____ (Friday) x $70.00/person ............................... $ ________

_____  (Saturday) x $70.00/person .......................... $ ________

....................................................... TOTAL COST:    $ ________

Prices will be higher after March 31st, and

higher still, if you register at the door.

True History of SMA to be presented at 2010 Reunion

Greg Robertson, SMA ’70 will make a presentation on the true history of SMA during the 2010 Reunion dinner. Greg

has been researching the history of the Academy for over two years and has amassed over 1,600 pictures, articles, and court

documents on the school. The talk will center on Captain Kable’s life as an educator, the founding of the school, ownership and

control after Captain Kable’s death, and the events leading to the closure.

Greg will also be premiering a new DVD Multimedia Presentation on the Academy showing the sights, sounds, and

pertinent information from throughout the years. A short teaser clip from this DVD can be found on YouTube under a search of

“Staunton Military Academy”.

Shortly after this presentation, the revised history will be published on the SMAAA website. Additionally, Greg is

writing articles on SMA for the publications of the regional Historical Societies. Greg is also working on a “Coffee Table” book

on the history of SMA for publication in the near future detailing the complete and documentable history of SMA.

reunion 2010
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calmly down the stairway on the south end of the building and started walking towards South Barracks. A guard came running up to
us from behind and yelled “Halt!”  When he recognized me, he said, “Oh, It’s you Col. Robertson. I was sent to get you and Col.
Heinz by the OIC. Someone broke into the Mess hall.” I turned to Charlie and said “Sergeant Dickson - go inform Col. Heinz and ask
him to join us at the Mess Hall.” Charlie saluted, said “Yes Sir” and took off while I went back to the “scene of the crime” with the
guard.

The OIC and most of the guard force were standing in front of the wide open Mess Hall entry doors looking in. The OIC said “No
reason to search in there, they’re long gone.” I asked “Any idea who it was?” The OIC said no - only that the guard that had seen us
in through the window said there was a tall one and a short one. (I was 5’9" and Charlie was 6’ something). Then, we all just headed
away while the OIC locked the Mess Hall doors. Charlie told me later the next day the guard that had approached us had asked him
“Was it you and Col. Robertson that broke into the Mess Hall last night?” Charlie got out of it without lying by saying with a satirical
tone, “Yea –right. A Battalion Commander broke into the Mess Hall! Give me a break!” He said the guard just shrugged and said
“OK. You’re right. That doesn’t make sense.” I wonder if that guard ever learned the truth?

Years later at a reunion, I saw Charlie and he started ragging on me about me costing him a company commander slot the next year
and him only getting a 2nd Lt. slot. He said at the beginning of the next term, Col. Moon came up to him and told him not to break into
the Mess Hall again like he did with Robertson the year before. Charlie did not ask him how he knew and just let it drop, feeling lucky
that nothing else would happen to him because of it. Later during that reunion I searched out Col. Moon and asked him how he found
out about Charlie and me. It seems that he was walking down a hallway in his quarters in the old Junior School and happened to glance
out a window that faced the Mess Hall. He saw a figure going into the window, called the OIC, and that started the search. He then
said the next day he was handed a note by Mr. Collins. It was from Nurse Driver and said “The two cadets that broke into the Mess
Hall were Robertson and Dickson”.  I never asked him why he did not do anything when he found out. Maybe he didn’t want to bust
another officer that year or maybe do it so close to graduation. There had already been a lot of officers busted that year.

CadetCadetCadetCadetCadet..Continued from page 9

life as a cadet

then and now
W. Scott Bauman, SMA ‘49

W. Scott Bauman, Professor of Finance Emeritus, is a financial consultant, has served as

president, director, trustee, research scholar, and consultant to numerous professional

organizations, research foundation, and publics agencies.  Previously, he was Executive Director

and Trustee of The Institute of Chartered Financial Analysts and the Research Foundation of

the CFA Institute, tenured Professor and Chair of the Departments of Finance at the University

of Oregon and Northern Illinois University.

He was an investment research analyst at Wells Fargo Bank in San Francisco, a broker at

UBS, Inc., and a Captain in the U.S. Air Force.  He also served as a tenured Professor at the

University of Virginia (Darden Graduate School of Business) and as a faculty member at Georgia

State University, London City University Business School, National University of Singapore,

and the University of Toledo.

He is an author of over 100 articles, monographs, handbook chapters, and books disseminated nationally, in Europe, and

Asia, published by McGraw-Hill, Dow Jones-Irwin, and a dozen leading journals of finance.  He is recognized as the 62nd most

prolific author among 11,475 writers in 16 core finance journals, as cited in the Journal of Finance Literature, Winter 2005

issue.

Scott graduated from Staunton Military Academy in 1949.  He received his BBA and MBA degrees from the University

of Michigan, his doctor’s degree from Indiana University, and his Chartered Financial Analyst professional designation from the

CFA Insitute.

Editor’s note: Scott enjoys reading the Kablegram, and we enjoy printing the life stories of the “Old Boys”.

Please make your check payable to “SMA Alumni Association” and mail this form and your check to:

SMA Alumni Association
P.O. Box 958 Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

PLEASE PRINT!

LAST NAME: _________________________________________

FIRST NAME: _________________MIDDLE INITIAL: ________

SMA YEAR: __________________________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________

CITY: ________________________________________________

STATE: ________________ ZIP: _________________________

TEL: (                ) _______________________________________

EMAIL: ______________________________________________

ALUMNI GUEST REGISTER

SPOUSE’S NAME: ____________________________________

GUEST’S NAME: ______________________________________

GUEST’S NAME: ______________________________________

CHILD’S NAME: ______________________________________

CHILD’S NAME: ______________________________________

SMA 2010 REUNION
ADVANCE REGISTRATION

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FEE COMPUTATION

Please take the time NOW to complete your registration form and
mail it, with your check, to the SMA Alumni Association. By doing
so,you will help us plan more effectively for a successful reunion in
2010.

_____ (Weekend) x $125.00/person ........................ $ ________

_____ (Friday) x $70.00/person ............................... $ ________

_____  (Saturday) x $70.00/person .......................... $ ________

....................................................... TOTAL COST:    $ ________

Prices will be higher after March 31st, and

higher still, if you register at the door.

True History of SMA to be presented at 2010 Reunion

Greg Robertson, SMA ’70 will make a presentation on the true history of SMA during the 2010 Reunion dinner. Greg

has been researching the history of the Academy for over two years and has amassed over 1,600 pictures, articles, and court

documents on the school. The talk will center on Captain Kable’s life as an educator, the founding of the school, ownership and

control after Captain Kable’s death, and the events leading to the closure.

Greg will also be premiering a new DVD Multimedia Presentation on the Academy showing the sights, sounds, and

pertinent information from throughout the years. A short teaser clip from this DVD can be found on YouTube under a search of

“Staunton Military Academy”.

Shortly after this presentation, the revised history will be published on the SMAAA website. Additionally, Greg is

writing articles on SMA for the publications of the regional Historical Societies. Greg is also working on a “Coffee Table” book

on the history of SMA for publication in the near future detailing the complete and documentable history of SMA.

reunion 2010
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life as a cadet

ArticlesArticlesArticlesArticlesArticles ..Continued from page 8

articles-continued

In the mornings, I did yoga, using a Rodney Yee DVD, five days a week. My wife, Evelyn, and I worked out together some

days at the YMCA for about 1 1/
2
 hours three times a week. I built up to an hour each on the Stairmaster, the EFX Cross

Trainer and a recumbent bike. I also did weight training and core exercises.

But I began to feel pain in my left heel. So I used a soft brace and did physical therapy from March to June, along with my

workouts, though I had to do non-weight-bearing exercises. From April through August, I backpacked in Arden Hills and then

in Holliday Park, going from a 15-pound pack to a 50-pound pack.

Last December, my youngest son, Gary, who lives in California, agreed to climb Mount Rainier with me. We arranged to

climb on Labor Day weekend. After renting gear and meeting our climbing team and guides, we climbed in light rain to Paradise

Point and back to show we had the necessary climbing skills.

Unfortunately, the weather worsened the next day to a steady rain, and the report from Camp Muir, our next stop, included

3-foot snowdrifts and more falling snow. I was working on moving past the disappointment of not being able to attempt to

summit.

As we climbed, my heart rate increased to the low 150s, and I knew I had to lower it. So, I prayed the Holy Eucharist, and

my heart rate dropped to the low 130s. But the steady rain changed to sleet with 40- to 50-mph winds and turned to driving

snow with visibility of 25 feet. At 7,200 feet, it was clear that the weather wouldn’t let me enjoy the climb, so I descended with

another group. Gary and the rest of my group went back at 8,500 feet.

Now, I’m planning to climb 14,179-foot Mount Shasta in California next spring. First, I’ll get tests to make sure I’m in

shape. I’ve also gotten a six-month DVD program for training for Mount Rainier and other high peaks.

If all goes well, I’d like to try to get back to Mount Rainier in late July.

By Greg Robertson, SMA ‘70

This is my story about how I almost got caught breaking into the mess hall nine days before graduation.  I had broken into the mess hall
several times during my senior year. I don’t remember who it was that told me how to do it, but someone told me about the unlocked window
in the back next to the emergency exit stairs. All you had to do was go up the outside stairs, snake along the ledge, open the first window, and
climb in. Whether that is how everyone did it, I don’t know, but that was the way I was told you could do it.

Nine days before graduation in 1970, I offered to show Charlie Dickson of my staff how to break in. I figured it was a sort of
passing along the secrets to the next class kind of thing. We left South Barracks at night during study time and headed to the back of
the mess hall. I climbed up, opened the window, and went on in with Charlie following and closing the window behind us. We made
our way down into the basement storerooms for some packaged sweet rolls. Charlie got his box and started up the narrow staircase.
I was just picking up my box of goodies when I looked up through the windows at the top of the basement inner wall. There was a
cadet with the white belt of a guard looking down into the window. I dropped everything and climbed over Charlie on the stairway,
saying “@&!*, Charlie! We’re caught!” We ran through the mess hall back to our entry window and looking outside. There was the
OIC (an instructor) and about 5 guards standing below with flashlights looking at the point of entry. We then ran down back down into
the main part of the mess hall.

I quickly checked the Athletic Offices door, but it was locked. I thought about climbing into the ice cream freezer to hide until they
were gone, but dismissed that quickly for some reason. Then all of the military escape and evasion training I had gotten over the last
four years kicked in. (God Bless Gibby!) I figured that the last place anyone would expect us to go out would be the front doors. I told
Charlie to look out the windows toward the asphalt on the left side of the main doors while I checked the windows on the right. The
asphalt was empty! The front way was clear! We crashed through the locked  front doors and out we went.

As we got to the top of the mess hall entry stairs, I grabbed Charlie’s arm and pulled him up the stairs heading towards the
infirmary. We walked into the infirmary and I said to Nurse Driver, “Could I get some aspirin? I’ve got a really bad headache.” She
gave me the aspirin, I took them and we walked out. We were probably in the infirmary for about three minutes or so. We then went

Life as a CadetLife as a CadetLife as a CadetLife as a CadetLife as a Cadet ..Continued on page 10

Dates of Future Reunions
The SMA Alumni Association has determined the following dates for

our next three reunions.

2011:  April 29, 30, and May 1

2012:  April 13, 14, and 15

2013:  April 5, 6, and 7.

These dates are solid; mark your calendars now.
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ArticlesArticlesArticlesArticlesArticles ..Continued on page 9

Continued ofrom page 8 The Meaning of Taps
By Jim Lowe, SMA ‘58

“Taps” is the word atop a column I read this morning in an alumni newsletter that arrived from Virginia yesterday. The

article, apparently reprinted from a months-old newspaper began: “A private service for Douglas Marsh will be held

May 17. Marsh died May 8, 2009 in a local hospital. He was born to John S. Marsh and Flavia Seith in Cleveland, Ohio,

on Dec. 2, 1939. He attended Staunton Military Academy in Staunton, Virginia, and then went to Libya with his father

to explore for oil for the Libyan government.”

Doug and I were buglers at SMA and, with fellow bandsmen, alternated sounding Taps at 10 p.m. each night. To us

boys, that bugle call signified simply “lights out,” time for sleep in preparation for another day of classes, drill, sports and

study. Oh yes, and those three squares in the 1905 Mess Hall. (“Soupy,” the bugle call for chow formations, was a

widely appreciated sound.)

Doug graduated at mid-year, in January 1958, upon which I assumed his position as bugle commander. I recall him

as affable and easy to get along with. Academically, we were a half-year apart, and I remember Doug best from our

musical association. He was a decorated veteran of both Army and Navy and served in Vietnam. He was buried with

military honors in Vermont – his final Taps.

We are nearing Taps for the year 2009, and in a fortnight will put the old year to bed, not with the haunting beauty of

that melody, but with a rousing chorus of “Auld lang syne” ushering in the teens of this young century. Then, an appropriate

call on the morning of January 1 would be Reveille – Wake up! For 2010 will indeed be a year in which to be entirely

awake to the incredible economic and other policy problems we face. Whatever one’s political persuasion, it should be

clear that participation in the process of electing senators and representatives of character and responsiveness to their

constituencies is vital.

Finally, an etymological note on Taps… The word originates with the suds. In England of yore, the cry “Taps!” would

go up in a manner echoing today’s “Last Call!” To the soldiers in a pub, “Taps!” had stern significance – it reminded him

that there was now just enough time to report back to barracks without being late.

The English word comes from the German Zapf, which developed beyond the beer hall into an entire parade-ground

ceremony called Zapfenstreich (striking of the taps). The rough equivalent of a British tattoo or American retreat parade,

the German version includes a religious hymn. Ich bete an die Macht der Liebe, der sich in Jesu offenbart immediately

preceding the national anthem, and to boot, the ceremony is done by torchlight.

To us, today, the most common association with the word Taps if probably funeral or memorial.

Taps signified to us as youngsters at military school a simple “Lights out” and time to go to sleep, Today I think of it

in connection with Doug Marsh and everyone who has fallen asleep in the Lord – the time for rest from earthly labor, and

to begin an eternity of service to God in that celestial realm to which our Lord ascended and where He has prepared for

us a place.

Journey toward the top more important than summit
Editor’s Note: This interview with Robin Myers, SMA ’63, was printed by Barb Berggoetz in the Indianapolis Star.

Since the mid-1970s, I’ve had an interest in mind-body-spirit connections. When I was a minister in Atlanta, Ga., I started

a “joggers’ Mass.” Runners came to the service in running clothes, and we’d run afterward and eat a healthy breakfast.

I have run the New York Marathon and half-marathons, backpacked and whitewater-rafted. I’ve always been in youth

ministries and doing physical activities with youth, including expeditions with the Outward Bound organization.

After getting injured and missing an expedition, I sought something else to do for my 65th birthday. I had retired from full-

time ministry at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. A congregation member, Ace Yakey, who has climbed some of the world’s tallest

mountains, encouraged me to try climbing Mount Rainier, a 14,411-foot peak near Seattle. He became my mentor, and Traci

Sutton was my trainer at the Jordan YMCA. I researched mountain-climbing workouts in Backpacker magazine and other

sources. We winnowed down an age-appropriate workout.

reunion 2010

Are You Coming to Your 50th?

Digging through an old Shrapnel, we were able to find pictures of some of the “Old Boys” from the class of

1960 who may be planning to attend their 50th reunion this April.

Class Officers

The class officers from the Class of 1960 were

President: R. Bradley Bethel, Vice-President: Robert E.

Lee, Secretary: William R. Shylock, Treasurer: David E.

Feagans, and Sergeant-at-Arms: W. Duke Myers.

Battle Group Staff

The Battle Group Staff consisted of W. Duke Myers, the Battle

Group Commander; David E. Feagans, Executive Officer; Frank

C. Lepore, Adjutant; P. Dwight Pavlovsky, S-2; John N. Campbell,

S-3; Darrell F. Humphrey, S-4; and Richard D. Parson, Sergeant

Major.

Bethel, Lee, Shylock, and Myers

Feagans, Lepore, Pavlovsky, Campbell, Humphrey, Parson, Myers

ReunionReunionReunionReunionReunion ..Continued on page 14
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articles
THE EISENHOWER ADMINISTRATION: Mellow Man in Charge

Reprinted from Time Magazine, this article was originally published on Monday, Oct. 06, 1958.

For the first time in Dwight Eisenhower’s years in office, the White House last

week was headed for a new pace and temper in its vital inner workings. Five days after

flinty New Hampshireman Sherman Adams took to television (surprising some viewers

with his warmth) to announce his retirement as the President’s chief of staff, the President

named Adams’ successor: Alabama’s Wilton Burton Persons, 62, Adams’ admiring

but totally dissimilar deputy. With Persons in charge, said a White House wag, the

difference would be like that between hard cider and mellow bourbon.

Where Adams is brusque and businesslike, Persons is completely amiable, can

always find time for the human touch. Where Adams—by virtue of his four years in the

New Hampshire Statehouse —is “Governor” to all but a few close associates, Persons

is “Jerry” to nearly all Washington, “Burt” to his family, and “Slick” to old Army friends.

(There is a dispute about whether the “Slick” came from the stuff he put on his hair or

from the smooth way he handled Congressmen as an Army legislative liaison man.)

Where Adams was President Eisenhower’s closest professional colleague, Major General Wilton Persons, U.S.A.

(ret.), is one of General Dwight Eisenhower’s oldest, best friends.

Irreplaceable. One of five sons of a Montgomery druggist, Jerry Persons won an engineering degree at Alabama

Polytechnic Institute (’16), served as a coast artillery captain in France during World War I, stayed in the Army while

studying business administration at Harvard, and wound up as a congressional liaison man in the War Department. There,

in the early 1930s, he met and became a favorite companion of Major Dwight Eisenhower, working just down the

corridor in the office of Chief of Staff Douglas Mac-Arthur. In 1938 Persons breezed through the Army’s Command and

General Staff School. During World War II, he moved up to major general, was the Army’s top lobbyist on Capitol Hill,

did his job so well that Chief of Staff George Marshall refused Ike’s request for Persons’ services during the North

African campaign. “There are few men in the Army I consider irreplaceable,” said Marshall, “and Persons is one of

them.”

Retiring from the Army in 1949, Jerry Persons became superintendent of Virginia’s Staunton Military Academy,

enjoyed watching his cadets grow up “like a damned fine garden.” But in 1951 Ike called again; Persons went to France

as liaison man at Supreme Allied headquarters, became the go-between for General Eisenhower and the scores of

political emissaries urging Ike to run for President. Named White House congressional representative by President

Eisenhower in 1953, Persons worked skillfully at a job that concerned him with everything, from the “control of the

tsetse fly to foreign aid.” Occasionally criticized for his soft-shoe approach (e.g., he urged the President to avoid a public

squabble with Joe McCarthy), Persons nonetheless won many a legislator over to the Administration side on such bills as

this year’s four-year extension of reciprocal trade.

Reorganized. Where Adams had only one deputy—Persons—Staff Chief Jerry Persons will have three. Oklahoma

City Publisher Bryce Harlow, 42, previously Persons’ Capitol Hill assistant, becomes Deputy Assistant to the President

for Congressional Affairs; former Chicago Alderman and Republican Mayoralty Candidate Robert Merriam, 40, becomes

Deputy Assistant for Interdepartmental Affairs; a third deputy, still to be named, will act as Persons’ immediate assistant.

Leading prospect: Treasury Undersecretary Fred Scribner of Maine.

The White House denied that such changes added up to a staff “reorganization.” But with the new faces, and with

amiable Jerry Persons replacing stern Sherman Adams, one White House era has surely ended and another begun.

articlesarticlesarticlesarticlesarticles ..Continued on page 8

Senior Class Advisor for the “Old Boys” of 1960

The Class of 1960 was fortunate to have Captain Dennis G. Case as their advisor.  Over the years, Dennis has provided

sound, reasonable advice to countless young men and women, and the “Old boys” of the Kablegram are proud to have

been so blessed.

        Captain Dennis G. Case

Who’s Already Registered for the Reunion?

NAME YEAR GUEST STATE

BOND, STEVE 61 NONE MD

CLEMSON, CLAUDE LARRY 61 NONE MD

MYERS, DUKE W. 60 GAYLE MYERS TX

NEWBEGIN, ED 75 NONE CA

OZAWA, LELAND K. 61 JUANITA F. OZAWA NV

PARRINO, ROBERT 75 NONE TX

BROWN, PETER 66 NONE NY

LAWRENCE, LEE 56 NONE FL

MAY, JAMES C. 64 LINDA R. MAY NC

PAYETTE, JOHN J. JR. 50 BECKY PAYETTE VA

ROBERTSON, GREGORY P. 70 NONE NM

ROGERS, NEIL J. 69 NONE OH

ROTHS, ROBERT R. 70 JUDY ROTHS MD

STATHIS, LOUIS C. 70 NONE VA

TAYLOR, LESLIE (LES) 66 NONE MD

WESTBROOK, DONALD L. 69 KATHRYN WESTBROOK MD

WILLIAMS, RAYNALD 59 LINDA WILLIAMS LA

WORSKY, ALAN 65 GAIL DESANDIS VA

HOLMES, BURDETTE 62 NONE MN

At the moment, this list isn’t very long.  Now is the time to fill out the registration form found in this issue and mail it to

Arlene Nicely at the SMA Alumni Association, PO Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, VA 24402.

reunion 2010
ReunionReunionReunionReunionReunion..Continued from page 13
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Letters to the editor

boat docked at his house in Fairfield Harbor. I have only recently met Rob and do not know him very well.  John Nolde remembers

him and had lost track of Rob.

I am sorry that Davis (SMA ’46) Hunt’s brother,  Alexander T. Hunt, Jr., SMA ’48, Ruston, LA, missed his SMA 50th Reunion.  His

telephone number in my SMA directory is 318-255-4397 and his address is P.O. Box 1263 with a zip code of 71273. 
 
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas...

TDH,

Dick Staunch, SMA ‘61
 
=============================================================================================

Editor’s Note: The Board of Directors received this thank you note from Susannah Seith Via, the Donor Relations

Coordinator at Mary Baldwin College.
 
Dear Sirs, January 6, 2010

Thank you so much for your generous gift in the amount of $10,000.00 to Mary Baldwin College Annual for the Virginia

Women’s Institute for Leadership, Cadet Life Fund.  This generous gift will enhance this wonderful program.

Happy New Year from the entire Mary Baldwin community!  We are excited to begin 2010 and look forward to many

wonderful opportunities and events this spring.  As always, we continue to celebrate our students, and we are very grateful for the

generous support of donors like you.  It is the power of your commitment that helps to make a difference at MBC!
 
Best Regards,

Susannah Seith Via

Donor Relations Coordinator

=============================================================================================

To the Editor: January 11, 2010

Happy New Year!  The last Kablegram (November, 2009) had a question mark appended to Doug Marsh’s graduation year.  Doug

got his diploma at mid-year, in January 1958.  Reading of his untimely departure prompted the “Taps” article enclosed.

Good wishes for the year ahead.  (Is this year the 150th anniversary of SMA’s founding?)
 
Sincerely

Jim Lowe

SMA ’51 – ‘58
 
Editor’s Note:  Jim’s article about TAPS is reprinted in this issue of the Kablegram.  In answer to his question about 2010

being the 150th anniversary of SMA’s founding, I believe he is correct.  As a Junior School rat in 1956, I was taught that

SMA was founded in 1860, and I’m not going to change my opinion now.  See you at the reunion!

=============================================================================================

To the SMA alumni, November 24th, 2009

Hi there… Rob Norton here. Just checking in on a few things…

1.) my new email is rob@kzia.com and

2.) (of course) the number Nedry gave me for Harry Bruckno is wrong.

We have been working (I should say talking) about a drum and bugle corps reunion next year.  I wanted to get some kind of notice

in the Kablegram. Can you point me in the right direction?

Thanks,

Rob Norton, ‘67

Continued from page 5

VWIL        NEWS

VWIL in Governor’s Inaugural Parade

(by BG Mike Bissell)

Governor’s Review, Richmond, VA, January 16, 2010

The Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership (VWIL) was invited to participate in the Governor’s Inaugural Parade in

Richmond on 16 January 2010.  There were only 37 organizations in the State of Virginia invited to participate in this special

parade.  It was particularly significant for the cadets to have the opportunity to march in such a parade, since they only occur

every four years.  VWIL was among very distinguished groups, such as the James Madison University marching band and the

Highty-Tighties from VPI. 

The Corps of Cadets left on buses early Saturday morning to

arrive in the staging area in Richmond by 10 a.m.  Lunch meals

were served by the Governor’s Parade committee and the parade

began at 1 p.m.  The parade was relatively short, but performed

for over five-thousand guests in the reviewing stand, which included

all of the state senators and congressional representatives. 

Approximately 130 cadets were involved in the parade, and they

will remember it for years to come.  They represented Mary Baldwin

College very well, and many accolades were received from friends,

family, and the Governor’s Inaugural Committee.  The next big event

for the Corps will be their participation in the New York City St.

Patrick’s Day parade on 17 March.

Getting off the bus in Richmond.
VWIL Continued next page
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Editor’s note: Hunter Henry, SMA ’49, is one of our strongest supporters.  Recently, his beloved wife passed away, and

the Board of Directors wrote to Hunter expressing their sympathy and asking if there were a special organization to which

donations could be made in his wife’s memory.  Here is Hunter’s response.

Arlene,

On behalf of my family, I want to thank you for your sympathy re my wife’s passing.  She was dedicated to getting a Parish

Fellowship Hall moving towards construction, and we just signed the papers with the contractors last week…. So a contribution

in her name for the Parish Hall construction would be a perfect way to honor her.  St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 1326,

San Marcos, TX 78667, in the name of Lilalee Harlow Henry.

Hunter Henry, SMA ‘49

=============================================================================================

To former SMA Cadets,

I am sending this e mail to all of you for some help. I am trying to get as many members

of the VMSL Championship Track Team of 1969 and the SMA VMSL and Private Schools

State Championship Cross Country Team to the April, 2010 SMA Reunion here in Staunton (It

has been 40 years). I am now on the sunny side of 70 and would love to see you fine young men

once again, even though we are not that young now. If any of you know of any cadets that were

JV or Varsity members of these two teams please send me their e mail addresses so that I can

contact them. My communication information is below:

Address:  Edward (Ned) M. Bonfoey, Jr.

                14 Waverley Green

                Staunton, VA 24401

E Mail:  n.bonfoey@verizon.net

Home Phone:  540-886-3652

Cell: 540-255-9000

I am looking forward to seeing

as many of you as possible.

Coach B

P.S. I have attached a picture at SMA.....was I ever that young!!

Also another picture of my wife, Brenda, and me last year.

Letters to the editor

Continued on page 6

Ned Bonfoey in the

classroom at SMA.

=============================================================================================

To the Editor,

What an exceptional Kablegram this month with Admiral Jeffrey Metzel, SMA ‘43.  The new addition with BG Mike Bissell’s

comments was a good addition.
 

Robert Strocksy, SMA ‘63 was a US Naval Academy grad and also in the Navy subs.  My classmate, Joseph Daniel Gorman,

SMA ‘61, got an appointment after two years at Washington and Lee and was in the same class as Strocksy at Annapolis.  He was

a ship commander and has retired from a research lab in Eighty Four, PA.  They did not know each other at Annapolis, because of

the organization of the companies in the Naval quarters at Annapolis.  Rob has retired to New Bern, NC with his wife and a sail

Ned Bonfoey with his wife, Brenda (taken in 2008).
Robert “Bob” Anderson, SMA ’47.

Longtime Treasure Coast radio announcer and

newsman Robert “Bob” Anderson, known for his booming

voice and dry wit, died Wednesday, September 26th, 2001,

after a long bout with cancer. He was 73. Anderson

worked in radio for 40 years – half of that time on the

Treasure Coast. His local radio stops were WMCF,

WHLG, and WSTU. He also briefly worked as a reporter

at The Stuart News.

“He had a very distinctive, old-line radio voice from the

past, as from the ‘40s, ‘50s, and ‘60s – a big, bold voice,”

Barry Grant, owner of WSTU, recalled. Anderson came

to Stuart in the mid-1970s, working first as a news director

at Stuart-based WMCF, the forerunner to WZZR (92.7

FM). Before moving to Florida, he worked for many years

at NBC station WHK in Cleveland.

“He was one of the first in this area to use sound

bites,” said Tom Teter, WSTU’s news director.  “Bob

was responsible for taping 10 years of Martin County

and South Fork high school football games, which I still

have,” Teter said. He was a reporter for The Stuart News

for a year and a half.

VWIL        NEWS

Warming up in staging area. Marching to the review stand.

Corps Staff and Color Guard lead the way. Eyes Right!

TAPS continued on page 17

VWILVWILVWILVWILVWIL..Continued from page 15



Continued from cover page

—4 — —17—

During their tour approximately seven months and more than

20,000 hours of operations, the group would destroy more

enemy planes (318 airborne and 348 on the ground), and

sink more enemy ships than any other air group in the pacific

war.

Through it all, McCampbell became the top U.S.

Navy fighter pilot ever, earning

the nickname “Ace of Aces”

while winning numerous Navy

Awards including the Navy

Cross, the Silver Star, the Legion

of Merit, the Distinguished Flying

Cross with two gold stars, and

the Air Medal with one gold star.

McCampbell earned his fame

and ultimately the Medal of Honor

for what occurred during two

major air-sea battles. His

unparalleled achievements were

noted in his Medal of Honor

Citation which reads:

“For conspicuous gallantry

and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond

the call of duty as commander, Air Group 15, during

combat against enemy Japanese aerial forces in the first

and second battles of the Philippine Sea. An inspiring

leader, fighting boldly in the face of terrific odds, Comdr.

McCampbell led his fighter planes against a force of 80

Japanese carrier-based aircraft bearing down on our

fleet on 19 June 1944. Striking fiercely in valiant defense

of our surface force, he personally destroyed 7 hostile

planes during this single engagement in which the

outnumbering attack force was utterly routed and

virtually annihilated. During a major fleet engagement

with the enemy on 24 October, Comdr. McCampbell,

assisted by but one plane, intercepted and daringly

attacked a formation of 60 hostile land-based aircraft

approaching our forces. Fighting desperately but with

superb skill against such overwhelming airpower, he shot

down 9 Japanese planes and, completely disorganizing

the enemy group, forced the remainder to abandon the

attack before a single aircraft could reach the fleet. His

great personal valor and indomitable spirit of aggression

under extremely perilous combat conditions reflect the

highest credit upon Comdr. McCampbell and the U.S.

Naval Service.”

During that intense seven month period,

McCampbell destroyed 34 airborne planes, the greatest

Ace of Aces taps

TAPS continued next page

number of enemy planes ever shot down by an American

pilot during a single tour of combat duty. He also destroyed

20 planes on the ground and became the top scoring Naval

fighter pilot of WWII. Later enshrined in the National Aviation

Hall of Fame, his peers called him a “ferocious pilot” who

was “absolutely fearless.” Today, he is still the Navy’s top

ace and fourth-leading ace

overall, behind three Army Air

Force pilots. McCampbell’s nine

kills in 90 minutes, during the

second battle, set a record in

aerial warfare history for a single

mission that is believed to stand

today.

After the war,

McCampbell held numerous

positions of significance,

including executive officer of the

USS Franklin D. Roosevelt,

command of the USS Severn

and carrier Bon Homme Richard, and a stint

as plans division chief of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff. He retired from active duty in 1964 and died in 1996

at age 86. In 2000, the U.S. Navy christened one of its

newest Arleigh Burke class guided-missile destroyers the

USS McCampbell in honor of the famed “Ace of Aces”.

Reproduced from The Winter Edition of KA Journals,

2008 of the Kappa Alpha Order. For further information

and many very good pictures, go the SMA Alumni

Association website by loading web address: http://

www.sma-alumni.org/navyace.htm

McCampbell flew an F6F Hellcat

McCampbell (DDG-85)

TAPSTAPSTAPSTAPSTAPS..Continued from page 16

Associate Editor Nancy Smith, who was Anderson’s

city editor during his tenure at The News, said, “Bob worked

very hard to make the transition from radio to newsprint. His

knowledge of the community, in particular, was an asset to

the newsroom, because he was always willing to share it

with our young staff.”

Anderson graduated from Staunton Military

Academy in Staunton, Virginia, in 1947. He attended

West Virginia University and the University of Pittsburgh.

He served in the Army.  (This notice was sent to us by

William Anderson, SMA ’50.  It was first printed in

the Local section of The News in September, 2001.)

===============================================================

John Roberts Boswell, SMA ‘44

John Roberts Boswell, SMA ’44 was

erroneously reported as Killed In Action during

World War II.  In fact, John was

seriously wounded near Bitburg, Germany in

1944. His wounds were severe - throat and right

hand - but he went on to medical school and retired

as an MD in 1984.  John passed away on

December 3, 2007 in Prescott, Arizona.  Editor’s

note: Our apologies to the family and friends

of John Roberts Boswell.  This correction came

to us courtesy of John’s nephew, Robert L. Boswell,

SMA ’61.

===============================================================

Ben C. Buette, SMA ’75

Ben C. Buette, SMA ‘75, passed away in 2005 in

Boulder, CO.  Reported by Ed Newbegin, SMA ’75,

Class Coordinator for Reunion 2010.  He was

informed by Ben’s sister-in-law, Jennifer Buette,

after extensive searching on the Internet.

===============================================================

Mark L. Deck, SMA ’75.

Mark was killed on Feb 27, 1989 during a training

exercise while serving in the Navy. He died in Norfolk,

VA. (Reported by Ed Newbegin, SMA ’75, who was

informed by Scott Groseclose, SMA ’75, who

learned it from Mark’s father.)

Steve Ellis, SMA ’70.

Steve passed away on June 3, 2006. (Reported by

Greg Robertson)

===============================================================

Preston Charles Hull Jr., SMA ’47.

Preston C Hull Jr, passed away October 16th,

2009. Press graduated with the class of 1947. He

resided for the last number of years in St. Augustine,

Florida with his wife Phyllis. They had been married for

52 years. Press was very active in Boy Scouts and

Young Life of St. Augustine as a Scout Master and

Leader. We will miss him. (Reported by Richard C

Hull, SMA ’49)

===============================================================

Murdo L. Macleay, SMA ’54. (83 Whiteville

Road, Cartersville, VA 23027)

Murdo L. Macleay passed away on

December 25th, 2007. (Sent to SMA website

by his  wife, Joanne L. Macleay)

=====================================

Stephen D. Morton, SMA ‘46

Stephen D. Morton, 81, of Charlottesville, Virginia,

died on Sunday, December 13, 2009,

in the presence of his family.  Steve was

born in Oak Hill, West Virginia, on

September 17, 1928, the son of

Stephen D. Morton, Sr. and Mae

Elizabeth O’Neal Morton.

Steve’s deepest happiness in life

was his relationship with Nell Henley

Morton, his beloved wife of over 60

years. He is also survived by his

daughter and son-in-law, Cherri and Bob Marvin; his

grandson, Stephen; his granddaughter, Amy and her

husband, Ralf Mann; and his six great-grandchildren, Gina,

Nick, Sofie, Marcus, Alexandra and Nathan.

He attended Staunton Military Academy and the

University of West Virginia. After serving in the Air Force,

he worked at Bendix and Allied Signal for 34 years on the

global radar tracking systems of the Mercury, Gemini and
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Briefly…taps
Register for the 2010 Reunion!

The dates are set.  The rooms are ready.  All we need is the registration.

The Reunion Headquarters will be the Holiday Inn Golf and Conference Center.  The dates are April 9th, 10th, and 11th (Friday,

Saturday, Sunday).  Registration forms are available in this issue and online at the SMA Alumni Association website (sma-

alumni.org).  Please fill out the registration form, and send it to Arlene Nicely at the SMA Alumni Association, PO Box 958,

Staunton, VA 24402.  (Don’t forget the check!)

2010 Reunion News! “Duke” Myers to lead Friday’s Parade and Chuck Pfarrer, SMA ’75, is the Guest Speaker

for Saturday night’s Banquet.

W. Duke Myers, our First Captain in 1960, will return to the hill and lead the parade of “Old Boys” on Friday afternoon, April

9th.  Form up at 3:30 p.m. on the asphalt, and be ready to look GOOD.

Chuck Pfarrer, Class of 1975, has agreed to be our guest speaker for the reunion banquet Saturday night. Chuck has excelled

as a Navy SEAL, movie playwright, and book author. His bio can be found at: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chuck_Pfarrer.

SMA Message Board.

For those of you that have not gone to the SMA Message Board on our SMA Alumni Association website, give it a try!  The

Message Boards address is “sma-aa.proboards82.com”, or you can just go to the SMA Alumni Association website (sma-

alumni.org) and click the “Message Board” button on the top of the page.  Either way, you will find an informative conversation

between your classmates and friends.

Send us brief biographies for “where they are now”.

In this issue, you will find a biography by W. Scott Bauman, SMA ’49, telling us where he is now and what he has done since

leaving SMA.  Please send us your story!  The articles should be short, and pictures are always welcome.  Send your article

and photograph to Kablegram@sma-alumni.org or by regular mail to SMA Alumni Association, P.O. Box 958, Woodrum Station,

Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958.

Again in this Issue: Life of a Cadet.

We all remember humorous tales from our days in SMA.  Most are too lengthy to retell in a letter to the editor; so we have a

column, titled “Life of a Cadet”.  The first two stories were provided by a man who has immersed himself in SMA history, Greg

Robertson, SMA ’70.  In the November issue, he related a tale of an unofficial combat patrol to Fort Defiance on the eve of the

SMA/AMA football game in 1966.  In this issue, he tells us of a late night visit to the mess-hall (more like breaking and entry).  If

you like the column, send us your stories, and we will print them in “Life of a Cadet”.   (kablegram@sma-alumni.org)

TAPSTAPSTAPSTAPSTAPS..Continued from page 17

Apollo programs for the National Aeronautics and Space

Agency. At the end of 1960, he became the western area

supervisor for NASA’s manned space flight program. After

he retired from the NASA program, he joined his extended

family in Charlottesville and worked at the University of

Virginia’s Office of Sponsored Programs until full

retirement. Over the years these commitments brought

him numerous awards, including a presidential award for

support of minority small businesses.

During his life, Steve was a pilot, expert marksman,

marathon runner, history buff, amateur boxer, advocate

for minorities, and had a deep love of classical music,

ballet and literature. He was known to his family, friends

and colleagues for his integrity, humor and good nature.

He will be deeply missed.

===============================================================

Alfred R Palluzzi, SMA ’48.

“Alfred R. Palluzzi passed away November

17th, 2009. He always talked highly and fondly

of his days at Staunton Military Academy. When

I was younger, he proudly took our family there

to “show off” his Staunton. Thank you.” (This

notice was sent to the SMA website by his

daughter, Valerie Palluzzi.)

===============================================================

M. Brooke Tyler Jr., SMA ’32.

M. Brooke Tyler, Jr., passed

away July 6 at his home surrounded

by his family. He was predeceased by

his wife, Bessie (Knowlton) Tyler, ten

days earlier on June 26, 2009.  Mr.

Tyler was born in Quincy, Mass., to

the late M. Brooke Sr. and Pauline B.

(Wright) Tyler. He attended school in

Longmeadow and Technical High

School in Springfield, Mass., for two years. He then

attended Stanton Military Academy in Stanton, Va.,

graduating in 1932. He graduated from University of

Miami in 1937. While there, he was manager of the Miami

Hurricanes football team.

When he returned home, Tyler joined his father in the

then M.B. Tyler Tractor Company, which later became

Tyler Equipment Corp. He worked there as president,

CEO and at the time of his death, chairman of the board.

Mr. Tyler lived in East Longmeadow for 70 years and

spent his summers at his home in Groton Long Point,

Conn. He was a communicant of St. Patrick’s Church,

Springfield. He is survived by his two sons, M. Brooke

III and his wife Rita, and William and his wife Jane; three

grandchildren, Kelly and Shawn Tyler and M. Brooke

Tyler IV and his wife Meri Lee; by his great-grandson,

M. Brooke “Ben” Tyler V and by his sister, Fern Rizzo of

Naples, Fla. He was predeceased by his three brothers,

Theodore, Wallace and Grant Tyler.

===============================================================

David Anthony Warnick, SMA ’71, died in 1998

from lung cancer.

===============================================================

Mark Alan Westbrook, SMA ’67 - ’70

Mark Alan Westbrook died in July of 2007.

Mark attended Staunton Military Academy

Junior School for two years and then the upper

school in Charlie Company. Due to a change in

guardianship he was unable to return to SMA

for his Junior and Senior years, something that he

always regretted.

He worked for the Police Departments in

Southern Pines and Pinehurst NC before moving to

the Sheriff’s department in Moore County, where he

eventually became Emergency Services Director for the

county.  After government service he became a very

successful businessman who owned some of the most

popular bars and restaurants in the Southern Pines area.

He was a big community booster and raised hundreds

of thousands of dollars for charity.

He was a big man with an even bigger heart. In

testimony, over 1,000 people attended his funeral which

had to be held at the regional high school as it was the

only place big enough to hold the crowd.  He is missed.

(Submitted by his brother, Don Westbrook, SMA ‘69)

Name:________________________________________ SMA Class Year:____________

Address:______________________________________ City:______________________State_______ZIP:__________

Telephone:(________)_____________________________  E-mail:_____________________________________________

Mail this order form and your check (payable to SMA Alumni Association) to:
P. O. Box 958 Woodrum Station • Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

The purchase of individually inscribed commemorative bricks is a way to honor and recognize SMA alumni, former faculty
members, teachers, coaches, staff, graduating classes and SMA friends and supporters. The blank bricks on the existing
walkway will be replaced with each 100 orders of inscribed bricks. Each 4” x 8” brick costs $60.00 and can be purchased with
a tax-deductible contribution to the SMA Foundation, Inc.

Order your “Walk of Honor” bricks today!

Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print)Inscription information (please print) Inscriptions may be up to three lines (maximum of
20 characters per line). Punctuation marks count as
characters. If multiple bricks are being purchased,
please make copies of this form to submit orders
for the additional bricks.

Line 1:__________________________________________

Line 2:__________________________________________

Line 3:__________________________________________



REFLECTIONS FROM THE HILL
President ......... Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62
Vice President ... Thomas Phillips, SMA ‘74
Secretary ...Robert W. Parker, Jr., SMA ‘67
Treasurer ......... Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62

PERMANENT COMMITTEES
ALUMNI RELATIONS

Eugene K. Ehmann, SMA ‘74 ..... Chairman
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ‘56 ........... Member

FINANCE
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 ......... Chairman
William J. Kearns, SMA ‘74 ........... Member

LEGAL
Simon M. Painter, Jr., SMA ‘58 ... Chairman
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 .... Member

SCHOLARSHIPS
..................................................... Chairman

Lee Lawrence ................................ Member
Craig E. Hanson, SMA ‘74 ............ Member
Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell ..........Advisor

AD-HOC COMMITTEES
SMA-VWIL INITIATIVE

William J. Kearns, SMA ‘74 ......... Chairman
Eugene K. Ehmann, SMA ‘74 ....... Member
William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74 ........... Member

REUNION
Edmund A. Smith, SMA ‘76 ........ Chairman
Thomas E. B. Phillips, SMA ‘74 .... Member
Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ‘56 ........... Member
Jay Nedry, SMA ‘69 ....................... Member
Craig E. Hansen, SMA ‘74 ............ Member

SMA-VWIL MUSEUM
John H. (Jack) Lowe, SMA ‘49 ... Chairman
Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62 .......... Member
Thomas A. Davis, SMA ‘62 ........... Member
Dominic (Jack) Dalbo, SMA ‘68 .... Member
Brig. Gen. N. Michael Bissell ........ Member

WORLD WAR I MONUMENT
Harry W. Bruckno, SMA ‘62 .......... Member
John H. (Jack) Lowe, SMA ‘48 ..... Member

WEBSITE
Mark J. Orr, SMA ‘73 ............... Webmaster

SMA ALUMNI OFFICE
Arlene Nicely .......... SMA Alumni Secretary

CHAPLAIN.... Richard Henderson, SMA ‘63

William K. Bissett, SMA ‘74
John C. “Jack” Hildebrand, SMA ‘72

J. Harvie Martin III, SMA ‘74
Julian S. Lake IV, SMA ‘74
Peter J. Worth, SMA ‘57
Warren Hutton, SMA ‘75

Larry L. Atkinson, SMA ‘67

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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_____ Baseball Caps ......................................................... $15.00

Structured Hats: White with Blue Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Lettering “Staunton Military Academy”

Blue with Gold Hat Shield

Unstructured Hats: Blue, White, OR Tan with Cross Rifles and Lettering

                               “Staunton Military Academy”

T-Shirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Gold Silk Screened Hat Shield) .................. $10.00

_____ Blue: (Gold Embroidered Hat Shield) ..................... $15.00

_____ Gray: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidery on sleeve) .................................................. $20.00

_____ Gold: (w/ Blue Embroidered Hat Shield on front &

Embroidery on sleeve) .............................................. $20.00

Sweatshirts:  M-3X

_____ Blue: (Silk Screened Gold Hat Shield) .................. $15.00

_____ Blue: (Embroidered Gold Hat Shield) ..................... $25.00

_____ Gray: (Embroidered Cross Rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”) ..................................... $25.00

_____ Polo (Golf) Shirts: $35.00  M-3X

White with Blue Embroidered Hat Shield

Blue with Gold Embroidered Hat Shield

Blue (Chevron design on collar and cuff)

Embroidered with cross rifles and lettering

“Staunton Military Academy”

_____ Jackets:   $65.00  M-3X

Gold w/fleece lining: Embroidered blue Hat Shield on Front

Navy Blue w/fleece lining: Embroidered blue Hat Shield on Front

_____ Blue Fleece 1/4 zipper front pullover: ...... $35.00  M-3X

Embroidered with Gold Hat Shield

_____ Old Boys Buckle (silver) .......................................... $20.00

_____ Officer/NCO Belt Buckle ......................................... $25.00

_____ Leather Garrison Belt ............................................... $25.00

(can be cut to sizes up to 50 inches)

_____ Car Window Decal ...................................................... $3.50

_____ Original Post Cards of scenes from SMA ................... $2.00

_____ SMA Shoulder Patches ............................................... $2.00

_____ Blue Book (reprint) .................................................. $10.00

_____ Mug: Black “Barrel” Mug with Gold Hat Shield ....... $8.00

_____ Mug: Gray w/South Barracks in blue ......................... $2.50

_____ Steins: White with Gold Hat Shield .......................... $18.00

_____ Artist Sketch: 17X7 1/4:  South Barracks, Administration Building,

Mess Hall, Kable Hall, North Barracks ...................... $5.00

_____ Artist Sketch: 14X9:  Memorial Hall, Kable Hall, North Barracks

(Approach from Prospect Drive) ............................... $5.00

_____ License Plate Sign (White w/ “SMA ALUMNI” in blue) . $10.00

Charges listed below are for United States in-country delivery only.

Shipments to Hawaii, Bahamas, and other distant destinations are

subject to shipper’s charges.

Shipping charges must be added:

    $00.00 to $30.00 .................................................................. $008.75

    $31.00 to $70.00 .................................................................. $010.95

    $71.00 and above ................................................................ $012.95

Name:___________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________State:_______ZIP:_______________

Telephone: ( ______) ______________E-mail:__________________________

The Cadet Store is located in the
SMA-VWIL Museum in the former
SMA Supply Room. The form at right
should be completed and mailed, with
your check enclosed, to:

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24401-0958
You can also contact the store by

e-mail at SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org
 or call (540) 885-1309 for informa-
tion, leave a message, and your call
will be returned as soon as possible.

Currently, credit card orders can-
not be accepted by the Cadet Store.
Your order will be shipped when pay-
ment is received.

CADET STORE
Harry Bruckno

President, SMA Alumni Association

For many of us who graduated from SMA, the Hill (as we are so

proud to call it) represents a time and a place that still looms large in

our hearts and minds.  While we were on the Hill, we had many dreams

that were creative and fanciful, even preposterous, but which were

entirely within our reach at that moment.  Many of those dreams are

now just memories of the past, and yet for some of us, they are still

hopes for the future.

Those days on the hill now belong to the time of our dreams,

to recall and smile over or to think wistfully about. They are souvenirs

of things we achieved: the honor roll, scoring a point, or even having a

game deciding clipping penalty called against you.

Being part of the SMA Corps on a Sunday afternoon was

special, when the town’s people and your friends came to the parade

grounds to watch and share those dreams with you. Though dormant

now, our dreams reawaken at every reunion.

Those dreams and the actual reality of our lives, both good

and bad, bring smiles to our faces and tears to our hearts at every

reunion.  One cannot help but be touched by the memories. The dreams

helped us become what we are today, and when reawakened, they

inspire us to aspire to new heights. I have learned that a tackle, once

missed, is gone forever.  It will never be replayed.  Therefore, we

should always try to move forward with determination and sincerity,

holding our dreams closely. Never lose sight of those dreams… cherish

them, and retain them always.

Come back to the HILL, dream, and remember AGAIN.

Bruck ‘62  

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________
$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________

$____________Total:

CORRECTION

by the Editor

In the last issue, we incorrectly stated that Admiral Jeffrey

Metzel graduated with the SMA Class of 1947.  He actually

graduated from Staunton Military Academy in 1943.

Several “Old Boys” from SMA ’47 informed us that Admiral

Metzel did not graduate with them, and furthermore, the

uniform worn by Cadet Metzel (in the Kablegram photo)

was not even in the SMA inventory in 1947.  My apologies

are extended to the Admiral and to the members of the Class

of ’47.  I mistakenly used Admiral Metzel’s year of

graduation from the United States Naval Academy, when I

wrote the introductory paragraph.
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Continued on page 4

Make room reservations now:

Call the Holiday Inn Golf and

Conference Center at

 (540) 248-6020 or use the

SMA Alumni Association

websiteEditor’s Note:  Many of SMA’s graduates have distinguished themselves, but

only a very few have climbed as high as Medal of Honor Winner David S.

McCampbell, SMA ’28.

Captain David S. McCampbell was born in Bessemer, Alabama in 1910 and

grew up in West Palm Beach, Florida. He attended Staunton Military Academy

in Virginia and Georgia Tech before being appointed to the U.S. Naval Academy at

Annapolis. There he was a champion swimmer and diver, graduating with a degree

in marine engineering in 1933. After serving in the Naval Reserve for a year, he was

transferred to the U.S. Navy where he served aboard various ships. After a year of

flight training, he served as a pilot and a landing signal officer until he was promoted

to Lt. Commander while he served as an instructor of Landing Signal Officers. By

August of 1943, the war was heating up and McCampbell’s experience was needed

to command fighter squadrons. In Feb. of 1944, he assumed command of Air

Group Fifteen and was headed to war aboard the USS Essex later that spring.

McCampbell was given command of the entire Essex air group – bombers, fighters,

and torpedo planes. At 34, McCampbell would lead his “Fabled Fifteen” on a

historic run, becoming one of the most highly decorated air groups of the war.

SMA Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station
Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958
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Staunton Military Academy Alumni Association
P. O. Box 958, Woodrum Station, Staunton, Virginia 24402-0958

Telephone: (540) 885-1309  •  Fax: (540) 885-1366
E-mail: SMAOffice@sma-alumni.org  •  Website: http://www.sma-alumni.org

SMA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC. MEMBERSHIP DUES Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Dues ($60.00) will be credited for fiscal year September 1, 2009 - August 31, 2010).
• Dues are not tax deductible. Please make checks payable to: SMA Alumni Association.
SMA FOUNDATION, INC. Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are used to fund the SMA-VWIL Museum,  scholarships and related expenses.
SMA-VWIL INITIATIVE Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are given to VWIL for discretionary utilization.
SCHOLARSHIP FUND Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are used to fund the annual SMA Alumni Association Leadership Scholarship.
SPECIAL DONATION Amount enclosed: $_______________
• Contributions are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to SMA Foundation, Inc.
• Donations are used as specified by the donor, such as Howie Rifles, VWIL Band, etc.

Name:_____________________________________________________________________Class:_________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: Home: ______________________________ E-mail:_____________________________________________

Complete this form, include your check(s) and mail to SMAAA. Your support and
involvement are critical to the continued success of the association and the activities

and programs that have been developed and implemented in the memory of
Staunton Military Academy, the Corps of Cadets and staff.

s

ACE OF ACES
Ace of Aces David S. McCampbell

Ace of Aces David S. McCampbell
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