
 
 

Walter S. Taylor, SMA ’51 
 
Walter entered Staunton Military Academy from Hammondsport, NY, in the fall of 1948.  He played 
varsity basketball and tennis as a sophomore, junior, and senior.  He also was on the Kablegram staff as a 
junior and the Shrapnel staff as a junior and senior.  He graduated in 1951 as Commander of the 
Regimental Color Guard. 

 
Walter, became a flamboyant winemaker who created Bully Hill Vineyards and made it one of New 
York's largest wine producers 

In 1970, Walter founded Bully Hill with his father, Greyton H. Taylor, in Hammondsport. In 2001 it was 
producing 200,000 cases of wine annually and visited by 150,000 people a year.  Juicy and fashioned for 
immediate drinking, the wines have always been popular but have rarely reached premium levels and 
have been largely ignored by wine critics. 

Wearing a signature cowboy hat and denims, Mr. Taylor, a big man with a big mustache and a big voice, 
styled himself the Baron of Bully Hill. He designed and wrote his eye-catching wine labels and gave the 
wines names like Goat White, Fish Market White, Bulldog Baco Noir, Meat Market Red, Space Shuttle 
Rosé and Thunder Road Blush. 
 
Walter, who had become a quadriplegic in a van accident in 1990, died on April 20, 2001, of a pulmonary 
embolism according to his wife, Lillian Rakic Taylor.  He was 69. 

Extracts from an article in The New York Times  By Howard G. Goldberg. Published: April 24, 2001  

 
The Story Behind Bully Hill Winery 

Bully Hill’s fate was set into motion almost 100 years before its inception when founder Walter S. 
Taylor’s grandfather started the Taylor Wine Company on the very same plot of land Bully Hill stands on 
today. After relocating to Pleasant Valley, NY, and surviving prohibition, the Taylor Wine Company 
became a leader of the New York Wine Industry.  
 
In 1920, the Taylor Wine Company needed room to expand as well as consistent sources of electricity and 
water. The Winery was moved to a location two miles outside of Hammondsport, and the original 
property, where Bully Hill sits today, was sold to a Lloyd Sprague.  In 1958, Walter S. Taylor and his 
father, Greyton H. Taylor, bought back the property from Sprague.  Greyton and Walter began converting 



the Native American grapes on the land to French-American hybrid grapes, pioneering those varieties in 
New York State. Over the next 12 years Walter and Greyton slowly built a winery on the location 
But Bully Hill’s story began back when Walter joined the Taylor Wine Company as an Executive Vice 
President. He quickly realized that as Taylor grew it was becoming virtually impossible to control quality 
and preserve the honest family philosophy on which the winery was founded. 
 
In 1962, the Taylor Wine Company bought the Pleasant Valley Wine Company in Hammondsport and 
went public. 
 
Walter became growingly concerned with the direction Taylor was taking under the protection of New 
York law — protection that let wineries deceptively make their wine under a veil of secrecy. Wineries 
could add dozens of chemicals, concentrates, water, and “foreign” juice to their wines without informing 
the consumer on the label. Deep in the middle of the night, under a veil of secrecy, wineries would 
receive deliveries of juice from California in “Tank Cars” to add to their wines. They could even still call 
their bottle of wine a New York wine! 
 
Walter, who became increasingly disgusted with this veil of secrecy, began to publicly speak out against 
these “Tank Car” wineries. In 1970, while addressing the Wine, Spirit, and Whiskey Wholesalers of 
America, Walter even went as far as to say that, “When the wineries of Keuka Lake bottle their product, 
the water level of the lake drops several inches!” Shortly after making that statement Walter was fired 
from the Taylor Wine Company for continuing to stir up controversy in the wine-making world. 
 
Determined to honor his family legacy by making honest wine with 100 percent New York juice, Walter 
turned his attention to a new venture — Bully Hill Vineyards.  When Greyton passed away in 1971, 
Walter inherited his father’s shares of ownership in Bully Hill.  Walter continued to move full steam 
ahead pushing against the New York industry for their deceptive practices. Walter even purchased an old 
“Tank Car,” painting it pink, and placing it in the vineyards. He declared to all his patrons, “A tank car at 
a winery delivering juice is like a pink elephant in the vineyards!” 

Everything suddenly changed in 1977 when Coca-Cola acquired Taylor Wine.  One morning Walter came 
into work [at Bully Hill Vineyards] to discover that Cocoa-Cola had filed an injunction against him and 
Bully Hill Vineyards — preventing him from using the word “Taylor” on anything related to Bully Hill. 
Walter, believing that no one had the right to take his name from him quickly appealed but could not win 
against the behemoth legal team assembled against him. 

In the end he was ordered by the presiding judge to follow a list of stipulations dictating what he could 
and couldn’t “say” when it came to his name and ancestry. The list banned Walter: 

• From using the word “Taylor” on anything relating to Bully Hill. Period. 

• From implying that Bully Hill was connected to or the successor of  Taylor Wine. It is 
very important to remember that Walter from birth was entrenched in everything Taylor 
Wine and that he and his father started Bully Hill together to continue the winemaking 
traditions of his family. 

• From implying that Bully Hill Vineyards was the original Taylor Wine Company. Bully 
Hill does sit on the original site Walter’s grandfather purchased in the late eighteen 
hundreds. 
 



• From implying that any of Walter’s ancestors are or were connected to Bully Hill 
Vineyards. Walter’s father was, in fact, a co-founder of Bully Hill Vineyards. 

 
• From implying that Walter’s ancestors passed ANYTHING on to him in the art of 

winemaking or grape growing. Walter was a 4th generation Taylor family winemaker 
and grape grower, by definition his ancestors passed on their knowledge and skills on to 
him. 

 
Adding insult to injury, Walter was ordered to hand over all his labels and promotional materials that 
violated the new court order to Taylor for destruction. Dressed in bib-overalls and a quilted vest he 
hopped on his motorcycle to lead a caravan of cars filled with supporters and a tractor pulling a manure 
spreader stuffed with all the materials set to be destroyed. As the caravan paraded through 
Hammondsport, Walter’s supporters waved a painted sheet that decreed “We Love Bully Hill and 
America.” At Taylor, while Walter was handing over the materials for destruction the crowd behind him 
started to spell his forbidden last name, “T-A-Y-L-O-R.”  A member of the crowd then screamed, 
“WHAT DOES THAT SPELL?” and the crowd roared back “NOTHING!” 

After the parade, the caravan returned to Bully Hill to celebrate. They all believed that Walter had won. 
Walter who did not share their sentiments believed that he had been ruined forever. How was he supposed 
to make honest wine and run a company founded on honesty when he couldn't tell people who he truly 
was? Walter, who normally never missed a day of life at Bully Hill, disappeared. As several days passed 
the staff at Bully Hill began to worry. They decided to go search for Walter and make sure he was okay. 
As they approached his office which sat in an old white barn at the Bully Hill farm they heard a scream. 
Alarmed and concerned they rushed up to the office door to find Walter dancing around his office 
exclaiming, “That’s it! That’s it! They didn’t get our goat! They didn’t get our goat!” Several days later 
Walter emerged from the old white barn with a new catch phrase and a brand new label for a “Goat White 
Wine.” Greeted by curious employees to see what he had been up to, Walter held up the new label and 
exclaimed, “They have our name and heritage, but they didn’t get our goat!”   

A Few of Bully Hill's Environmental Initiatives 

1. They use recycled glass bottles, recycled boxes, and soy-based inks. 

2. They use Tangential-flow filtration which eliminates diatomaceous earth filter media and its 
problematic disposal. 
 

3. Grape pumice from their pressing facility is composted and recycled in their vineyards. 

4. Winery wastewater is recycled using fields of Reed Canary grass which are mowed for mulching 
their vineyards. 

5. They aim to reuse everything! Even fryer oil from their restaurant ends up powering vineyard 
tractors. 



 

(Walter Taylor on right at Bully Hill Wine Company) 

Bully Hill Vineyards has been a dedicated sponsor for the last seventeen years. The move into sports 
started in the late 1990’s with Eric Bodine and his #21 Bully Hill car. Besides Bodine, Bully Hill also 
sponsored Ron Fellows, Joe Nemecheck, and in August 2010, Kenny Wallace, during a number of races 
at Watkins Glen International Speedway. 

Besides NASCAR, Bully Hill also ventured into the NFL with a sponsorship involving the Buffalo Bills. 
This also made Bully Hill the Official Winery of the team. It wasn’t until 2007 that the decision was made 
to sponsor an NHL team, with a deal involving the Buffalo Sabres and later the New York Islanders and 
the Boston Bruins.  Bully Hill can also be seen on the ice of the Nashville Predators. 

Bully Hill also sponsors local hockey teams including the Elmira Jackals and the Rochester Americans.  
Bully Hill is also involved with AAA baseball and Major League Baseball; sponsoring local teams the 
Rochester Redwings, Buffalo Bisons and Binghamton Mets.  Bully Hill can also be seen at Fenway Park 
as the Official Wine of the Boston Red Sox. 

In 1972, Walter established the Greyton H. Taylor Wine Museum (now the New York State Wine 
Museum of Greyton H. Taylor) on the Bully Hill property. Today, within the Museum complex there are 
also two other buildings for visitors to see, The Cooper Shop and the Walter S. Taylor Art Galley.  The 
Vineyard also has a restaurant and gift shop. 

bullyhillvineyards.com 

All edits by Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59 
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