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There are no existing records of  the time spent by Walter Hullihen at Staunton Military Academy, but it 
is known that,  after graduation,  he took B.A. and M.A. degrees at “the training school of gentlemen,” the 
University of Virginia.  From Charlottesville he went to the Johns Hopkins University, where he took a 
doctorate in the classical languages in 1900.  He taught Latin and Greek briefly at a preparatory school in 
Baltimore, where he was also director of  athletics and football coach.  From there he moved to college 
teaching, first at the University of Chattanooga for five years, interrupted by a year of  post-graduate 
study in Europe that was also a honeymoon trip. 

Next he taught at the University of the South (usually called Sewanee)  in Tennessee  where, after three 
years, he was appointed dean of the College of Arts and Science.  Here, again, he served for a time as 
director of athletics. He also became active in a number of regional educational groups and won sufficient 
reputation that he was seriously considered (though eventually passed over) for promotion to the highest 
administrative position in his school (the vice-chancellorship).   

 In 1917, when war broke out, he entered the army, rising to the rank of major. While in the service he 
was recommended for the presidency of  Hobart College, but he refused to allow his name to be 
considered because he would not ask for release from the service. 

Walter Hullihen was forty-five years old and dean of  the University of the South  in 1919 when  he came 
to the attention of a presidential search committee of the Delaware College trustees. The chairman of the 



committee was Henry Ridgely, who had also been chairman six years earlier when Mitchell was 
appointed president.  

Ridgely knew what he wanted. "It is not so much the educator or professor that we want," he wrote, "as 
the man of liberal education with executive and administrative ability. We want our College to play an 
increasingly important part in public affairs and in the life and thought of the State. Therefore we want a 
man able and willing to carry out such a program. We want a man who can mix readily with all kinds and 
condition of men and yet maintain the position of  leader." 

He also knew what he did not want, which included the A and M type, as he thought of it. In most states, 
he explained to Rodney Sharp, there are state-supported arts and science colleges as well as a land-grant 
college, and the latter generally gets a particular type of student and shapes its curriculum so as to 
"embrace a maximum of specialized subjects with a minimum of subjects of general education. 
Specimens of the product of this policy may be found in our present Station staff." In his opinion the 
agricultural course at Delaware College was "too ambitious in imitation of the Land Grant Colleges. For 
example, notice how little time is given to history." 

Though Ridgely did not want an agriculturist for president, he decidedly did want "someone who is 
sympathetic with agricultural work," inasmuch as most of the state below Wilmington was agricultural. 
Dean Charles McCue, of the School of Agriculture, agreed with Ridgely that the new president should 
have an arts and science background, but he wanted a man with teaching experience in a land-grant 
college and (as Ridgely would have agreed) with a sympathetic view toward science, agriculture, and 
engineering. One member of the agriculture staff, responding to a request for suggestions from the 
faculty, proposed that an interim president be appointed to allow for a very careful search, but Ridgely did 
not like this idea; he thought having an acting president would just add to the confusion of Mitchell's 
departure. 

 As Ridgely wished, the replacement of Mitchell was worked out very expeditiously in less than a month 
and a half. Hullihen's name was suggested to Ridgely early in May by Wilson Lloyd Bevan, who was 
related to Mrs. Ridgely and was a professor of history at Kenyon College. Ridgely wrote to Hullihen and  
to some referees Hullihen suggested, asking them to answer by return mail. On June 1 Hullihen was in 
Delaware for interviews and  to see the campus. Another leading candidate, Dr. John George Becht, 
deputy commissioner of education in Pennsylvania, was in Newark at about the same time. The trustees 
who met them apparently favored Hullihen; the executive committee unanimously recommended him to 
the full board of trustees on June 12; and he was thereupon elected president at a salary of $7,000, in 
addition to a house and a contingency fund of $500, effective September 1, but with leave to October 1 at 
his request. 

"He is attractive and dignified," said Chancellor Curtis in recommending Hullihen to the board; "thinks 
and speaks directly; has had experience in maintaining discipline; has a broad and actively manifested 
interest  in education, including teacher training; has a sound constitution; and an unusual capacity for 
business administration. 

The invitation to Delaware came to him at a propitious time, at the end of his first year back at Sewanee, 
where he had  little immediate chance of advancing his career, particularly since his ambitions were in 
educational administration, not in teaching or research. "It would not be fair for me," he told Henry 
Ridgely, "to leave  you  under the impression  that I am a scholar, as my training would seem to indicate. I 
am  not." The business and administration side of education had absorbed his attention for a decade at the 
expense of scholarship. 



He was, however, proud to call himself a sportsman, and in biographical matter he sent to a Wilmington 
newspaper he noted that he had experience in long canoe trips and in big-game hunting, and that he was 
classified an expert rifleman and had once been the amateur trap-shooting champion of Maryland. 

 The achievement of which he was proudest, however, was one that was also a source of considerable 
income. While still at Johns Hopkins he had founded a summer camp for boys, Camp Greenbrier, in the 
mountains of West Virginia and had developed it to a point where its gross receipts for July and August 
were between $35,000 and $40,000, making it probably the largest such camp in the country, except for 
Culver, in Indiana. "From the pleasure I take in this work I have come to the conclusion," he wrote, "that I 
have the mind of a business man rather than that of a scholar." 

The mind of a businessman was certainly something Samuel Mitchell would not have claimed. It was a 
considerable change on the Delaware campus, from a plain Baptist who knew (or sought to know) every 
student by name to an austere Episcopalian who did not mix easily with students nor "with all kinds and 
condition of men" (as Ridgely had framed his desideratum). Hullihen shared some of Mitchell's interest in 
national and international problems, but he took a much less active role in such affairs and kept his 
attention primarily on the affairs of Delaware College. 

One of the chief concerns of Walter Hullihen when he surveyed conditions on the Delaware campus was 
the encouragement of research. Outside of agriculture he found few teachers "engaged in any form of 
creative activity." "Once men--and women--joined the faculty they seemed, for the most part, to lose 
interest in further study themselves.   In fact," Hullihen recalled, "there was a rather widely prevalent 
opinion  that graduate study was of little value in its effect upon teaching." 

Hullihen sought  to change this attitude by several measures. One was to give leaves with partial pay to 
faculty members wishing to carry on further study, whether for an advanced degree or not. He sought to 
work toward establishment of a sabbatical system, providing half a year on full salary or a full year on 
half salary for faculty above the rank of instructor; unfortunately, financial problems prevented him from 
establishing leaves on any regular basis. Nevertheless many of the faculty were encouraged to continue 
work on advanced degrees or even to take leaves for postdoctoral study. Carl Rees, George Ryden, Henry 
Clay Reed, Edwin Byam, Francis Squire, Cecil Lynch, and Arthur Dunlap were among the faculty 
members who came to Delaware in the early Hullihen years without the doctorate but completed the 
Ph.D. later, usually by means of a leave. 

Another device for encouraging original work was a publication that was called Delaware Notes. The first 
volume appeared in 1923, edited by Ezra B. Crooks, the new professor of philosophy and social science, 
who got an extra $300 added to his salary of $3,000 for undertaking this work. The first issue showed 
wide diversity in its four articles: "The Social Teaching of Thomas Aquinas" by W.L. Bevan (history); 
"The Role of Acids in Fruit Jelly Formation" by Lester W. Tarr  (experiment station); "The Interest in 
Greece and Greek Literature in England from 1801-1836" by Finley M.K. Foster (English); and "The 
Great Bolshevist Epic" by Isadore Levine (modern languages). 

Upon President Hullihen’s death on April 14, 1944, It fell to Professor Sypherd, a man who customarily 
measured his words carefully, to memorialize the late president in a report to the board of trustees. He 
spoke of Walter Hullihen as "a man of great personal charm," a leader in the religious life of his church, 
one who recognized the perils of the world situation and preached a sound internationalism as 
fundamental to his country's prosperity. He went on to call Hullihen "a man of dignity, humaneness, and 
honor... ever kind, courteous, and fair, [and] for what he believed right...a courageous fighter." 



But besides this praise of Hullihen's personal traits, Sypherd noted that to Hullihen belonged a great share 
of the credit for the growth of the university in his time. Sypherd chose to mention "the addition of the 
many fine buildings to our campus...the strengthening of faculties in teaching and research, the perfecting 
of the Foreign Study Plan...the establishment of the faculty retirement system...the setting up of special 
research departments...and...the elevation of the University to a position of significance among 
institutions of higher learning in the United States.  Hullihen had been President of the University of 
Deleware for almost 24 years. 

 In 1952, the name of  “University Hall” was changed to Hullihen Hall in memory of Walter Hullihen, the 
longest serving president of the University of Deleware in its history.  It is the central administration 
building housing the Offices of the President, Vice Presidents, and Provost. 
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