
 
 

Colonel William C. Moon 
SMA Teacher, Headmaster and Superintendent (1950 - 1974) 

(1923 - 2000) 
 

 
 

Colonel Moon started at Staunton Military Academy (SMA) as a French and Spanish teacher in 1950 and 
completed his SMA career in 1974 as Superintendent.  
 
After leaving SMA, he was the Superintendent at Massanutten Military Academy in Woodstock from 
1974-1991. He was elected to the Massanutten Military Academy Alumni Association Hall of Fame on 
October 20, 1990.  
 
Colonel Moon was a member of the Woodstock Rotary Club since 1975 where he was a past president. In 
1997 he received the Rotary’s highest honor, the Paul Harris Award.   
 
Col. Moon and his wife, Patti, always attended the SMA Reunions. He was certainly an asset to SMA 
while there and even afterwards when he kept in touch with the SMA Alumni Association. 
 
William C. Moon, died Sunday, October 29, 2000 at his home in Woodstock, VA. Besides his wife, he is 
survived by a son, Greg of Charlottesville, Va., two daughters, Leesa Remley of Strasburg and Laura 
Moon of New Orleans, La. 
 
“Colonel Moon’s simple honesty, hard work, depth of determination, and strength of character inspired 
countless cadets and scores of colleagues at both Staunton Military Academy in Staunton and 
Massanutten Military Academy.  Unfailingly thoughtful and always straightforward, Colonel Moon 
worked tirelessly and firmly with legions of cadets in the classroom and during their hours of study in the 
evenings. He worked constantly to stretch ordinary students into extraordinary achievers and learners. He 
worked steadily to demonstrate that sound teaching means bringing out the best in a student by always 
doing one’s best. He worked consistently to show cadet leaders that they are set apart and singled out not 



for special privilege but for special responsibility. He worked competently to bring order to the lives of 
thousands of cadets and meaningful direction to them as they reached for responsibility and maturity at 
SMA and at MMA.  He worked faithfully to implore each of these thousands of cadets at both institutions 
that the one clear lesson life teaches is the lesson of personal responsibility for one’s choices and one’s 
behavior. By his depth of determination, his honesty, his single-minded dedication to task, and by his own 
example of long hours and hard work every day, Colonel Crawford Moon encouraged and motivated each 
person in the SMA Community to do better, and hundreds of colleagues and legions of cadets around the 
world are better because of Colonel Moon’s example. 
 
A distinguished student and graduate of the University of Virginia, a master teacher in French and 
Spanish, a capable Director of Guidance, and an able and talented Superintendent of Staunton Military 
Academy from 1950 to 1974, Colonel Moon provided the staff and faculty, patrons and cadets with firm 
and steady leadership - a leadership marked with dignity and self-confidence, forcefulness and good-will. 
To those who have been fortunate enough to enjoy his friendship. Colonel Moon was a man of personal 
courage and conviction, generous gifts and unusual talents. In every position he held at SMA from 1950 
to 1974, he served with distinction and in each, no cause of a cadet or colleague was too small for his 
concern nor too great for his commitment. He always did the right thing in the right way. And in so doing, 
he enriched the life of Staunton Military Academy and he enriched the lives who knew him and worked 
with him more than anyone can ever realize.  We [were] truly blessed Crawford Moon was born and he 
died and in between he lived his life – a very good life and an enormously rewarding life for family, for 
two military schools, their cadets, and for friends and associates of forty-one years.”  
 
In addition to Colonel Moon being inducted into the SMA Hall of Fame, he was also honored by the 
SMA Alumni Association with a Memorial Plaque on the Wall of Honor at the SMA/VWIL Museum. 
 
Portions of this biography were quoted from the Eulogy for Crawford Moon by Col. Robert Wease printed in the 
Kablegram, March 2001.   
 
Edits by Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59. 
 
For additional information about Colonel Moon and his legacy at SMA, please go to:  
http://silkscape.com/SMA/smamoon.htm  

http://silkscape.com/SMA/smamoon.htm

