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Thomas Johnson graduated with a B.A. degree from the College of William and Mary where he was a 
member of the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity.   He served in Europe during World War II before beginning his 
45-year teaching career.  His first position was in the Junior School at Staunton Military Academy (SMA) 
in the fall of 1953.  In the fall of 1956 he began teaching high school level American History, and in the 
school year 1957-58, then-Captain Johnson became Head of the History Department at SMA and remained 
in that position until the school closed in 1975.  He was also coach of the junior varsity football teams from 
the fall of 1959 through fall of 1973.  (There was no junior varsity football team in the 1974-75 school 
year.) 

After SMA closed, Major Johnson taught History at Massanutten Military Academy (MMA) from 1975 
until his death on August 5, 1998. 

Students, instructors, and all others who knew “Skeeter” at both schools and from the communities in which 
he lived had high regard for him.  Perhaps Major Johnson’s legacy was best expressed, though, by some of 
his SMA students at the time of his death:  “Major Johnson made history come alive,”  “Major Johnson had 
the ability to create curiosity and intrigue where once there was none. That's what great teaching is all 



about,” “He was a terrific guy,” “He was truly one in a million,” “Skeeter was that rare kind of teacher who 
made our lives better,” “I was honored to count myself among his students,” “Skeeter had the patience of a 
saint,” and “Major Johnson made history interesting to [us] apes.”  

In addition to being a member of the SMA Hall of Fame, Major Johnson was also honored by the SMA 
Alumni Association with a plaque on the SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall.  MMA created the Tommy Johnson 
Scholarship in his memory and has conducted an annual Tommy Johnson Golf Tournament. 
 
SMA-alumni.org; The Kablegram of September 1998; and silkscape.com/SMA/skeeter.htm. Comments by Ed 
Newbegin, SMA ’75; w. Scott Groseclose, SMA ’75; and Chuck Pharrer, SMA ’75.   
Edits by Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59. 
 
 


