
 
 

Lee W. Lawrence, SMA ’56 
 

                                                 
Lee entered Staunton Military Academy (SMA) from Moylan, PA, in the fall of 1952 and was on the 
Varsity Swim Team for four years (co-captain as a senior).  His events were the 200-yard freestyle and 
medley.   He was also on the Kablegram staff for four years and, after three years on the Shrapnel staff 
became Editor-in-Chief in his senior year.  He was in the Howie Rifles for his last three years 
(Commander as a senior).  Lee graduated in 1956 as a cadet lieutenant colonel and Regimental 
Commander. 

Lee spent the 1956-57 school year at the University of Missouri studying chemical engineering but 
decided at the end of that year that he “did not want to spend my working life in a green cubicle.” 

He transferred to Springfield College, Springfield, MA, where he studied physical education and swam on 
the College team.  Lee graduated in May 1960 and, in August 1960 he went to the Navy’s Officer 
Candidate School in Newport, RI, graduating in December 1960. 

His first assignment was to Antisubmarine Warfare School in Key West, FL, for 18 weeks.  He departed 
Key West in March 1961 to report to USS Witek (DE 848) in New London Connecticut.  Lee spent three 
years on active duty and got out in 1963 on the day J.F.K. was assassinated.  

Lee returned to Springfield for Grad School graduating in May 1965 and went to Geneseo College in 
New York  where he spend 2 years as Assistant Professor of Physical Education and men and women’s 
swimming coach. 

Lee began coaching for the Naval Academy Swim Team in 1967 and retired in 2003, a 36-year 
association with the men's swimming program, the last 30 as the head coach. In addition to compiling a 
233-139 record with the men's swimming team, Lawrence amassed a 32-29 record in six seasons as the 
head coach of the women's swimming team (1979-85), as well as a 68-12 mark as the head coach of the 



men's water polo program (1982-84). His three programs compiled a 29-10 record against Army.  Lee 
was the Eastern Intercollegiate Swimming League (EISL) Coach of the Year in 1996.   

"As both a coach and as an instructor, Lee Lawrence touched the lives of swimmers and midshipmen for 
close to 40 years," said the Academy’s Athletic Director Chet Gladchuk. "His accomplishments and his 
outstanding commitment to the Brigade will not soon be forgotten. 

"Lee is an icon in this business and respected by everyone. We will miss his great sense of humor, 
wonderful personality and incredible impact on the Academy."   

Lee moved to St. Augustine, FL, in September 2005 and helped with the St. Augustine Swim Team for 
five years. 
 
Although Lee retired on August 3, 2014, he continues in his sixth year as a volunteer Assistant Swimming 
Coach at Pedro Menendez High School. 
 
From navysports.com and Lee Lawrence letter of 18 August 2014. 


