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(1921 – 2013) 
 

Bob Savage was born in Manchester, NH, on December 1, 1921, the son of Maurice and Katherine 
(O'Connor) Savage. He attended St. Joseph High School and then entered Staunton Military Academy 
(SMA) in the fall of 1939, graduated in 1941, and returned as a Post Graduate student the next year.   He 
played varsity basketball and varsity baseball all three years.   After his Post Graduate year, Bob went 
directly to the Philadelphia Athletics baseball team as a star pitcher in 1942.  Savage broke into the 
majors as a 20-year-old with an ERA of 3.23 in eight games. The team ERA on the 1942 Athletics was 
4.45.  

Like so many others, however, he postponed his baseball career during World War II from 1942-1945. He 
served with the 3rd Infantry Regiment in Europe, where he  received three Purple Heart awards, and he 
was part of the division that liberated the Dachau concentration camp. While overseas, he played baseball 
in Anzio, Italy, and in Austria and then returned to Philadelphia in 1946 and played for the Athletics until 
1948 when he moved to the San Diego Padres for one year.  Afterwards, with the exception of a short 
stint with the St. Louis Browns in 1949, Bob played in the minors, primarily in the Pacific Coast League 
as well as the Yakima, WA, Bears, until he retired from baseball.  

After his baseball career, he worked in the hospital supply business and then for Wilson Sporting Goods, 
where he and friend Lefty Gomez (the New York Yankees’ Hall-of-Fame pitcher) would conduct clinics 
and promotions together. Then he opened up his own sporting goods store and a hotel (with his brother), 
coached and taught physical education in Gorham, NH, schools, and lastly was Clerk of the Probate Court 
for Coos County, NH, retiring in 1986.  Savage died in Berlin, NH in 2013, at the age of 91.  He is 



survived by his wife, Rita, his children Bobbie and Jon Savage, his stepchildren, John Lyons of Saco, 
Maine, and Kathy Lyons of Orono, Maine, two grandchildren Ben and Sam Lyons.  

www.legacy.com/obituaries/UnionLeader/obituary.aspx?pid=166104350#sthash.uAWZNYPy.dpuf, baseball-
reference.com, and Wikipedia.  Edits by Kelly McGavock, sma ’59. 

For Bob’s story in his own words, go to:  http://philadelphiaathletics.org/bob-savage-tells-his-story/ 
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