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Jim Zerilla was involved in all phases of baseball and attained great success at all levels – player, coach, 
manager, scout, and instructor. His first taste of success was in 1961 when he was a pitcher and first 
baseman for the Ambridge American Legion team that won the Pennsylvania state championship (a team 
that was coached by his father, Joe Zerilla).  Jim entered Staunton Military Academy (SMA) in Virginia in 
the fall of 1960 and was co-captain of the varsity basketball team that season.  He was also an outstanding 
baseball player in both his years at SMA.  He graduated in 1962 and received a baseball scholarship to 
Parsons College, where he pitched and played first base and the outfield.  He capped his collegiate career 
with an 8-0 pitching record and was then signed by the New York Mets organization. After playing in the 
Mets farm chain for two years, Jim returned to SMA as assistant basketball coach and head baseball coach 
from 1968 – 1972, after which he went to Riverheads High School near Staunton for one year.  

He was then selected head baseball coach for the University of Louisville Cardinals.  During his seven year 
tenure at Louisville, he compiled a record of 179-149. He was the second U of L coach to lead a team to a 
20-win season, twirling four straight from 1975-1978. In 1975 he was named Missouri Valley Conference 
Coach of the Year and, in 1979, was named Coach of the Year in Kentucky. During his stay, his teams 
ranked third in all-time in career wins, and 13 of his players signed pro contracts. Jim LaFountain, Randy 
Delph, Mark Jurena, Monty Holland, Chris Bouchee and Joe Roberts are some of the Cardinal greats "Z" 
recruited and coached.  While head coach, Zerilla tutored three of the all-time top ten pitchers in wins, five 
of the top six in career ERA, and the top four in completed games in the history of the University of 
Louisville.  

In 1979, Jim accepted a position as scout and manager for the San Diego Padres. He also served as a pitching 
instructor with the Padres and worked with such well known players as Tony Gwynn and Kevin Reynolds 



when they were minor leaguers. While managing the Padres farm teams, Ozzie Guillen, and Kevin 
McReynolds were also among his players. 
 
He left the Padres organization in 1983 and worked as a scout for the Chicago Cubs for three years.  
 
He also served as an instructor, coordinator and director for the Doyle Baseball School in Florida from 
1980-1993, International Director of baseball for the East West Ambassadors in `93-'94, Vice President of 
the Youngstown Class B Baseball League and Owner and Operator of Zerilla Baseball Enterprises from 
1994-1999.   

In 2000, Jim returned to the University of Louisville for five years to coach the Cardinal pitching staff and 
oversee the camps and clinics run by the team. 

In addition to his being a member of the SMA Hall of Fame, Jim was also inducted into the Beaver County 
(PA) Sports Hall of Fame in 1992. 
 
Zerilla continued to keep his hand in baseball with camps, clinics and coaching AAU teams. It was while 
coaching a team at Twin Lakes Park that one of the parents of a Riverview High School player mentioned 
the opening at Riverview.   Soon, a couple more acquaintances asked if he would be interested.   
 
Zerilla found himself taking on a new challenge to turn around a team with a four-year record of 49-57, 
and, as usual he was successful. 
 
www.gocards.com/sports/m-basebl/mtt/zerilla_jim00.html; www.bcshof.org/halloffamers/zerilla1992.htm; and  
zoominfo.com/p/Jim-Zerilla/329674677.  Edits by Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59 


