
 
 

JOHN HENRY MAURER, SMA ’59 
 

 
 

(1941 – 1992) 
 

John Henry Maurer was a student at SMA for three years, and his exemplary demeanor and positive 
attitude toward his studies and cadet life resulted in his advancement to first lieutenant in the Corps Band 
and his earning the Merit Ribbon as a junior, the Marksmanship Medal as a senior, and the Military 
Ribbon in each of his three years.  John played trombone in the Blue Knights dance band in his final two 
years and was named an honorary member of the exclusive Howie Rifles drill team in his senior year.  As 
described by one of his classmates, John was “one fine cadet, a gentle soul, and a gentleman.” 
 
After graduation from SMA in 1959, John attended the University of Virginia and received his bachelor’s 
degree in 1964.  Although a Pennsylvanian, he returned to Staunton and began his career as an educator in 
the city’s public school system. 
 
John was a science teacher at Shelburne Junior High from 1964 – 1969 and a guidance counselor, 
assistant principal, and then principal at John Lewis Junior High from 1969 until it closed in 1982.  He 
returned to Shelburne Junior High that year to serve as assistant principal for six years and, then, as 
principal from 1988 – 1992.  In addition to the normal responsibilities of a teacher and principal, John 
was also personally involved with the education of many physically and mentally handicapped children in 
Staunton. 
 
John also taught evening classes for the Apprentice Training Program of the Virginia Department of 
Labor and Industry for over twenty years, helping thousands of young people in the Shenandoah Valley 
earn their Virginia journeyman’s papers. 
 
After becoming principal at Shelburne Junior High, John served on several committees as a member of 
the Board of  the Virginia Association of Secondary School Principals and was the regional representative 
to the Board of the National Association of Secondary School Principals . 



 
During his twenty-eight years as an educator, John Maurer continued his own education at the University 
of Virginia earning both the Masters and Doctor of Education degrees. 
 
During the time he was serving as principal of Staunton’s two junior high schools, John led a campaign 
for the adoption of a new concept in education:  converting the junior high schools to one “middle school” 
containing the sixth, seventh and eighth grades.  When his proposal was finally implemented in 1992, 
John became the first principal of Shelburne Middle School and was to have the opportunity to administer 
this new concept in which he believed so deeply.  Unfortunately, John Maurer passed away prematurely 
on December 27th of that year at the age of 51. 
 
Nevertheless, because of John Maurer’s preliminary efforts, Shelburne would become the premier middle 
school in the State of Virginia, and, as John had predicted, the use of middle schools would become a 
viable and effective method of preparing young students to succeed, both in high school and in life.  
 
John Maurer was honored by the SMA Alumni Association in 2012 with a plaque on the Memorial Wall 
at the SMA/VWIL Museum. 
 
By Kelly McGavock, SMA 59 


