
 
HUNTER WOODS HENRY, JR., SMA ‘46 

(1928 – 1911) 

 
Hunter W. Henry, Jr., was born in the southern Mississippi town of McComb on September 9 1928.  He 
spent his formative years in Canton before taking up residence at Staunton Military Academy in the fall 
of 1941.  He graduated with the SMA Class of 1946 as a First Lieutenant in D Company.  He was on the 
varsity track team and in the Flying Club as a senior.  His nickname was The Rebel. 

After SMA, he went to Mississippi State College (now Mississippi State University) and graduated in 
1950 with a bachelor's degree and a lifelong passion for higher education and his alma maters, SMA and 
MSU. 

With his Chemical Engineering degree in hand, Hunter went to work with the Gulf Oil Company.  He 
joined Dow Chemical in 1951 to begin his 42-year career with the company.  He retired in 1993 as 
president of Dow Chemical USA. 

Many in the SMA-VWIL family recognize Hunter Henry's name because of the “SMA-VWIL Museum & 
Archives” and the plaque on the “SMA-VWIL Memorial Wall.”  These are just the two most visible of 
what were many parts of what was called the “SMA Legacy Projects.”  Hunter worked with other alumni 
and fought some battles together to help the SMA Alumni Association become what it is today and help 
make the “SMA Legacy Projects” a reality.   

Simply put, Hunter was just a nice guy with a very kind heart.  In his retirement years, his passion and 
focus in life turned to helping others in their pursuit of higher education.  He established numerous 
scholarships at Mary Baldwin College/VWIL, his alma mater at MSU, and several other smaller colleges 
in Texas and Mississippi.  He loved hearing from his scholarship students; it was a source of immense 
pleasure to know that his financial assistance was helping students pursue their dreams. His giving should 
serve as an example and challenge to other SMA and VWIL alumni. 

When asked why he had funded so many scholarships, Hunter said: “The joy and satisfaction I get out of 
seeing these young folks succeed as individuals is immeasurable.” 

Hunter's legacy will continue to be felt and appreciated by the SMA Alumni Association, VWIL and all 
the students, professional colleagues, and friends he has either helped or worked with.  



Although Hunter was recognized with numerous awards and honors throughout his life, his most exciting 
achievement was sharing in the success and lives of his many scholarship beneficiaries.  

Hunter Henry died on June 4, 2011 in San Marcos, Texas. 

Rest easy Old Boy, rest easy. 

 

Adapted by Kelly McGavock from the Memorial Wall Dedication speech by Mark Orr, SMA ‘73 on March 30, 2012.  
Photo from 2002 issue of the Kablegram. 
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