
 
 

Edward Lowell “Bebo” Dodge, SMA ’42 
SMA Teacher, Coach, Headmaster, and Commandant (1947 – 1973) 

(1923 – 2003) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Edward Lowell Dodge was born February 15, 1923, at Arlington, MA, to Arthur and Charlotte (Lowell) 
Dodge.  He entered SMA in the fall of 1940 and was on the varsity baseball and swimming teams for two 
years and graduated in 1942.  Mr. Dodge served in the U.S. Navy during World War II and, afterwards, 
completed his college education at the University of Virginia.  He returned to SMA and served as teacher, 
coach, Commandant during his 26-year career.  In 1973, he accepted a position in the City of Staunton 
School System as teacher and assistant principal at Shelburne Junior High School until his retirement in 
1988.    
 
After retirement, Mr. Dodge remained active as a dispatcher for the Staunton Augusta Rescue Squad and 
maintained the flower beds at First Presbyterian Church, where he also served as a deacon and a member 
of the Board of Elders. 
 
Mr. Dodge acquired the nickname “Bebo” when, in earlier years, his sister tried to say “big boy” when 
referring to her brother.  What came out was “Bebo,” and the nickname stuck with Dodge for the 
remainder of his life.  
 
In addition to being a member of the SMA Hall of Fame, Colonel Dodge was also honored by the SMA 
Alumni Association with a plaque on the SMA Wall of Honor at the SMA/VWIL Museum.  
 
Colonel “Bebo” Dodge passed away on May 16, 2003, at his home in Staunton, VA.  Survivors include 
two sons, Randolph Lowell Dodge and Steven Goode Dodge and a daughter, Debra (Dodge) Hutcheson. 
 
Portions of this biography were copied from Colonel Dodge’s obituary in the Kablegram of August 2003.   
Edits by Kelly McGavock, SMA ’59. 
 
Editor’s Note:   For more information about Colonel Dodge and his influence on cadets and faculty during his tenure 
at SMA, you are encouraged to go on line to: 
www.sma-alumni.org/id100.htm and www.sma-alumni.org/id101.htm 
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